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OBIETORIAL

The Hohie Way
GCan Be Everyone’'s Way

ecently, | heard a radio commentator interviewing a man celebrating his
100th birthday. Looking back on his century of existence, the gentleman
noted that he had seen more technological changes in five decades than
had occurred over hundreds of years past.

“What an exciting time to live in,” commented the interviewer. The interviewee
enthusiastically agreed, exclaiming, yes, he'd been fortunate to experience it all.

Upon hearing this, | thought, boy, | hope I'm lucky enough to live through lots of
exciting times. And then | thought, gee, I'm living through them right now!

Notonly have | seen changes in myself (maturation and professional growth, | like
to think) during my 14 years with Hobie Cat, but | have witnessed so many exciting
developments with the people who sail Hobie Cats.

In the beginning, Hobie Cat sailing (like surfing was and to a large extent still is)
was a young man's sport; actually a young southern California man’s sport. Now, it's
everyone's sport. Don't believe it? Take a look around at the next Hobie regatta or
let your fingers stroll through recent HOTLINE issues.

Uppermost in my mind is the all-female America’'s Cup team, which includes
Hobie Catting’s own Annie Nelson. Annie has been an inspiration to women sailors.
We're starting to see more females serving as skippers as well as crews, and more
women in not just women’s events but regattas across the board.

Just like the recent baseball movie, “A League of Their Own,” women sailors
already have a Hobie league of their own (the Women's Hobie Class Racing
Association). And just as the new Silver Bullets all-female pro baseball team is trying
to inspire, and just as some high schools and colleges are experimenting with co-
ed sports teams, Hobie women have shown their place can be on board as well as
on the beach. As Annie, who in her ‘spare’ time serves as WHCRA director, has
noted, Hobie Catting “has brought so much pleasure both to women and to men —
especially to couples who share the sport.”

Many HOTLINE “Cat Tales" show it's not only women jumping on the Hobie
bandwagon, but people of both sexes and all ages. The youth sailing movement has
grown quickly from a fertile idea into a viable concept. It's satisfying to see races
devoted to kids, youth sailing camps, and parents sailing with their children.

The “Hobie Way of Life” has always been a family affair, but now the whole family
is getting involved in the actual sailing. (Any day now, we expect to hear about the
racing exploits of the third generation of famous Alter sailors, toddler Cody!) We've
also heard a lot from our more mature crowd — folks out there in their 70s and 80s
either discovering or re-discovering the joys of sailing.

Thanks largely to Mike Strahle, who invented the trapseat and has promoted the
disabled sailor program, handicapped sailors can enjoy the Hobie lifestyle. The
success of the Trapseat National increases every year. By pairing an able-bodied
with a disabled sailor, the event fosters genuine understanding on and off the water.

| am really excited about the 1995 Special Olympics coming to New Haven,
Connecticut. A Hobie 18 will be used in an event featuring handicapped athletes.

What does all this show? No matter what a person'’s age, sex, level of mental or
physical abilities, anyone can join the Hobie family. And we hope everyone does!

Whatever the size or shape of your family, there’s a Hobie Cat just right for you.
Hobie Cat has been such a great part of my life; watching it become a wonderful way
of life for more and more people every day is even more exciting!

HOBIE HOTLINE



White-hot speed
and performance.

Fastest growing
catamaran racing
class in the
world.

First-place design
for maximum
handling and

control.

POWER TO PLAY...

Hobie Sport Cruiser, for a fast getaway anywhere, any way!

- Fast and fun
~ recreational beach
= cruising and
~ camping cat.

- Spacious ... comfy ...
. versatile ... affordable.

Exciting extras

~ come standard;

. great sailing safari
options, too.

To find the Hobie Cat dealer closest to you, i ( [ / [ H l I { ’ /l; f International orders/inquiries,
call toll-free: In USA, fax 1-619-758-1841. International
1-800-HOBIE-49, ext 318. orders will receive a call credit.
... & way of life




WELCOME HOME, DAVE

Greetings fromthe land of camels once
again — but not for long! After four and
one-halfyears here in the Magic Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia, the USAF is moving the
girls and me back to Americal

We are excited to get back to the
U.S.A. — where you won't have to send
my HOTLINE issues in a brown paper
bag! We're even more excited because
we are moving to Florida (Tyndall Air Force
Base, near Panama City), where | will be
an F-15 instructor pilot in the 325th
fighter wing.

Flying Eagles during the week, and
then flying a Hobie off the world's most
beautiful beaches during the weekend —
do you think | have a silly grin on my face
or what?! Panama City even has a fleet!
We've never lived anywhere near a fleet
before, sowe are really looking forward to it.

We depart the Kingdomon 10 June 94.
You cansend future HOTLINE issues (ma-
nila envelope not required!) to my
Florida address.

You might note the change in rank — |
now am a Lieutenant Colonel — so you will
have to start acting like you respect me a
lot more. Ha Hal

As always, thanks for all the help. You
have made these past four-plus years go
by much more pleasantly than they other-
wise might have. If you ever get to the
Florida panhandle, get in touch!

Regards from the desert.

Dave Mintz
Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

HOTLINE readers who remember
Dave's delightful article, “Mafi Mush-Kila, "
in the November/December 1992
HOTLINE will share in our happiness at
his return to the States while regretting we
won't be enjoying another great Mintz tale
from an exotic locale.

HOBIE 14 CITY

| want to tell HOTLINE readers about
what just might be the largest Hobie 14
fleet in the world. It is the Pembroke Av-
enue flotilla of Margate City, New Jersey
(two miles down the beach from Atlantic
City). We boasta DOZEN 14s. All are kept
in excellent shape, with thanks partially to
me, our local glass man and Hobie guru.
My boat is 25 years old and looks like new.
| can keep a Hobie Cat going forever.

Every summer on Labor Day for the last
20 years we have our own city-sponsored
race, the Hobie 14 Marathon, which is not
an activity for the timid, the boring or
anyone who isn'tin our fleet. The one and
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one-half hour grind includes a La Mans
start and a 20-mile course through break-
ers and around deep sea buoys, crossing
and re-crossing big-wave channel shoals,
dodging stinkpot gin palaces and mono-
hulled monoliths.

We have a one-man race committee,
me, and no protest committee. Inciden-
tally, | have won this event nine times and
am ready at any time to defend.

Twelve 14s! Oh, we have plenty of 16s,
17s 18s, etc. on our beach and at our
disposal. We love the awesome speed
and the teamwork involved in the bigger
boats, but we prefer the individuality, the
independence, the response, the wave-
riding capabilities and the overall sports-
car feel of the 14, the first boat Hobie Alter
ever designed (without ajib), the boat that
sold us all on cats, the Hobie 14!

Christopher Cook Gilmore
Margate City, NJ

HOTLINE NEEDS
MORE HOT PHOTOS

| have enjoyed HOTLINE ever since |
first picked up a copy in 1984. | pur-
chased the magazine from various Hobie
Cat dealers until | became a subscriber in
late 1989. | always look forward to the
articles in the next issue. Learning from
those who are more knowledgeable saves
a lot of time and shortens the learning
curve.

After | index each article, author and
date, | bring the issue to my high school
physics class and leave it on the maga-
zine rack for the students to look at and
read at lunchtime. Students will often re-
act to the spectacular pictures (for ex-
ample, Jeff Cox's photo on the inside
back cover of the May/June 1993 issue
and the picture on pages 26 and 27 in the
July/August 1993 issue). Others have been
spectacular, but they seem few and
far between.

The November/December 1993 Hobie
Scrapbook was another issue that re-
ceived a positive response from my stu-
dents. Out of the 20 or so pictures, 11
were exciting.

The students saw these and thought
this type of sailing would be thrilling. They
had always viewed sailing as slow and
boring — until they saw Hobie Cats jump-
ing waves and riding the surf. To capital-
ize on their enthusiasm, | showed them
Hobie videos | own, the most recent one
being the Hobie 16 Worlds video.

The students (and |) were eager to see
the January/February 1994 issue, but we
were quickly disappointed when we saw
it. There were a number of good articles

on various national and world events. The
articles made mention of some heavy air
and swells. The combination of these two
should make for some exciting, and pos-
sibly spectacular shots. Only two had
some “excitement” inthem; those on page
19 and page 23.

| realize that not all photos can be
thrilling, spectacular or exciting, butthese
kinds are the ones that will help “sell” the
“Hobie Way of Life" to the next generation
of sailors. All sailboats can sail slowly, but
not many take sailing to a higher level of
excitement. This is why we should use
each HOTLINE issue to highlight and pro-
mote the Hobiebilities (exciting possibili-
ties while sailing a Hobie Cat).

Since the Hobie Cat calendar is no
longer available, it would be nice periodi-
cally to have a full-page picture or
centerfold of a Hobie Cat to put up in an
office, workroom or classroom. | am sure
that it is a question of economics — it
usually is.

Again, | have really enjoyed the many
articles in each issue of HOTLINE and
look forward to all articles in future issues.

Robert B. Steidl
London, Ontario, Canada

First of all, we sincerely appreciate
your enthusiasm in imparting the “Hobie
Way of Life" to your students. We agree
that all photos may not meet your stan-
dard of excitement. Since we are mostly
dependent on the contributions we re-
ceive (not to mention Mother Nature her-
self), we don’t always get the screamin’,
hang-on-by-your-toenails shots you'd like
to see more of. If you (or anyone else out
there reading this) would like to send
photos of events or activities, we'd be
happy to consider printing them, giving
full credit to the photographer.

Excitement, like beauty, is in the eye of
the beholder. Many readers, such as your-
self, thrill to a hull-flying shot. Others may
find the serenity they seek in a photo
showing a romantic, easy-going cruise in
a pristine getaway spot.

Send your letter, with your name, ad-
dress and daytime phone number to: Let-
ters, HOTLINE, P.O. Box 1008, Oceanside,
CA 92051 or fax to (619) 758-1841. Let-
ters may be edited for space or clarity
requirements. &~
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A race this fantastic could only be held on a Great Lake!?

St. Joseph
Michigan

Great Lake...
Great Race!

The top 20 is heading to the top of your race
chart September 13-17, when the 1994 Hobie 20
National Championship comes to St. Joseph,
Michigan.

The white-hot Hobie 20 is the fastest-growing
racing class in the world, so it's no surprise the
National Championship keeps getting bigger, too.
If you attended the first and/or second Hobie 20
National, you know the event mixes racing and
fun in a BIG way. We couldn't stage a gre £
like this on justany old body of water, S0 We picke:
one of the greatest, and cleanest of the Great Lakes
— Lake Michigan.

This southwest region is full of natural beauty
and family things to do. It's an antique mecca, a
fruit and wine lovers paradise, and a charming
piece of Americana that will make you feel right at
home. The 1994 Hobie 20 National ... it’s a hot
race in a wonderful place. Come to St. Joseph
Michigan for a GRRRRRRREAT time!

Accommodations
Unpretentious comfort and lots of complimen-
tary amenities make the St. Joseph Holiday Inn

September
13-17, 1994

ionshi

the perfect Hobie 20 National host hotel. Form Charterboats

reservations, call 1-616-983-7341. Reservation
deadline is August 15, 1994.

RVs

A limited number of free spaces for fully self-
contained.motor are available. Sorry, tent
camping and pets are not allowed.
Races

The Hobie 20 National Championship is a
BYOB (Bring Your Own Boat) event, with a lim-
ted number of charterboats available. Paul Ulibarri
will be race chairman. Prequalification is not re-
quired; no cuts; NAHCA membership required;
USSA, IYRU and NAHCA rufes apply.

Tuesday, September 13

9 A.M.-Noon e Check-in and Registration
Wednesday, Sept. 14

Racing Begins ® Welcome Party
Thursday, Sept. 15

Racing Continues

Friday, Sept. 16

Racing Conlinues

Saturday, Sept. 17

Final Day of BaCing esAWaids and Dinner

Fee: $350

Refundable boat damage deposit: $250

Nonrefundable USSA boat damage insurance: $50

If you would like to get on the rental list for a
brand-new Hobie 20 charterboat, send your name,
address, daytime/evening phone numbers and a
$200 deposit (check, money order or-credit card
with information spegified in registration form)
made payable to Hobie 20 National Champion-
ship, to: Hobie 20 Charterboats, P.0. Box 1008,
Oceanside, CA 92051. Deadline: June 30,
1994. Racers on the listwill be contacted by July
22 to confirm charterboat availability.

Fees
Registration fee includes two great-looking
shirts, lunches, welcomesparty and awards
dinner.
Registration
Pre-registered before August 5, 1994: $175
After August 5, 1994: $255
Party Packets
Additional party packets may be purchased
on site.

JAY PHi

HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER
Shirt Size:
Skipper: O Large O Extra Large

Mail your completed registration form to:

any fees.

Crew: O Large O Extra Large

Hobie 20 National Championship ® PO. Box 1008, Oceanside, CA 92051.
NO personal checks or credit cards will be accepted on site for

for: $

Charge: $

SAIL NU'\BER
I have enclosed a check made payable to Hobie 20 National Championship
in U.S. Funds.
QMC QVisa

CARD NUMBER

ARDHOLDER'S SIGNATURE

For more information contact: Bonnie Hepburn (619)758-9100 x604  (619)758-1841 Fax




GET THE POWER ... FROM
HOBIE

If the thought of 15 feet, 10 inches of
pure power and proven Hobie quality ex-
cites you, you'll love the new Hobie Jet 15.
It's lightweight, fast (40 miles per hour),
very stable and even environmentally cor-
rect, traveling in four inches of water with-
out disturbing the habitat.

If you live in Florida, you may know that
the underwater habitat is a prime con-
cern, with potential destruction of marine
life akey issue. For that reason, boats with
outboard motors are outlawed in many
areas of that state, and probably else-
where as well.

Because the boat is so environmen-
tally friendly, the renowned Baywatch
Foundation elected to purchase a Hobie
Jet 15 even though the group had been
offered a “free” boat to use when perform-
ing ecological activities.

The Hobie Jet comfortably holds six
people and is the only stand-up-and-drive
jetonthe markettoday. Independent mar-
ket studies have revealed it to be one of
the best handling boats available.

Although it is not manufactured by our
Hobie Cat Company here in Oceanside,
the Hobie Jet has a long history of quality
design and production. The power hull
was designed by the legendary Phil
Edwards, and the boat currently is being
made by longtime Hobie enthusiast David
Weber's Hobie Power Boats in Clearwater,
Florida. As the Hobie Jet preserves the
clarity of the environment in which it trav-
els, we find the “Clear Water" location
eminently appropriate.

Attention Hobie Cat fleets: the Hobie
Jet 15 makes an excellent regatta chase
boat or committee boat. Although he's
now into power, David Weber continues
hisinterestin and support of Hobie Catting.
To that end, Hobie Power Boats offers a
10 percent discount to Hobie Cat fleets.

The retail price of $9,995 includes the
boat and engine. For more information
about the Hobie Jet 15 and the hot-off-the-
assembly-line, 13-foot and 15-foot out-
board motorboats, call 1-800-HOBIE49,
extension 5, or write to: Hobie Power Boats,
1939 Sherwood Street, Unit B, Clearwater,
FL 34625 (fax 813-442-7733).

BOAT/U.S. OFFERS FREE
MEMBERSHIP TO SAFE
SAILING GRADS

You may have missed National Safe
Boating Week June 5-11, but we trust
you've been sailing safely all along. In
honor of that week, Boat Owners Associa-
tion of the United States (BOAT/U.S.) is
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offering a complimentary one-year mem-
bership in its 500,000-member Associa-
tion. All you have to do is complete an
approved boating safety course by the
end of 1994,

The complimentary membership will
be given to anyone 18 and older who
completes a course approved by the Na-
tional Association of State Boating Law
Administrators by December 31. These
courses are provided by groups such as
the Coast Guard, U.S. Power Squadrons,
Red Cross and various state-sponsored
organizations. For more information about
where to send your certificate of comple-
tion and how to obtain a membership
application, call (703) 461-2866.

BOAT/U.S. president Richard Schwartz
explains the reason behind the free offer,
saying, “A more knowledgeable boat
owner is a safer boat operator.” His orga-
nization strives “to help make the water-
ways safer for the millions of people who
go boating each year." This complimen-
tary membership is the latest in a series of
unigue programs designed by BOAT/U.S.
to foster boating safety.

BRAZILIAN TAKES HOBIE
SPORT CRUISER ON A REAL
SEA CRUISE

While enjoying a charterboat sailing
vacation in the Virgin Islands this past
summer, Hobie Cat sailor V. Gail Force
encountered a skipper on an exciting Sport
Cruiser trip. Actually, Marcus Sulzbacher
is on more than just a trip; rather, it's a
journey from Miami to his hometown of
Sa6 Paulo, Brazil.

Marcus began the expedition last Feb-
ruary; six months and seven crews later,
he docked into Virgin Gorda Yacht Har-
bor. He hopes to arrive in Saé Paulo by
early December at the latest.

Speaking of the latest, we hope to
bring you Marcus's thrilling story in full in
anupcomingissue of HOTLINE. Untilthen,
we wish him well. Ahoy, Marcus, keep on
keeping on!

BOOKSTORE OFFERS PRIZE
FOR BEST SEA STORY

If you have a seafaring tale to tell, you
could win a $500 gift certificate and pos-
sibly receive a publication contract with a
leading sailing magazine (no, not this one
— could it be another leading sailing
magazine exists?). The Armchair Sailor
bookstore is conducting a SeaStory Con-
test. Finalists’ stories will be read by well-
known sailing personalities at Sail Expo
1995 in Atlantic City, New Jersey.

Contestants can choose from (or com-
bine) the theme of Funniest or Most Hirsute
(hairiest) adventure. Stories should be no
longer than 1200-1500 words. Printed cop-
ies of the 12 finalists’ tales will be distrib-
uted at the Expo and readers can vote for
their favorite story. Ballot submitters will
receive a free membership in the Arm-
chair Sailor Club, special discounts and a
chance to win a $50 gift certificate.

Contest director Susan Dye is looking
forward to a great selection of entries.
“We all know how much sailors love telling
tales of their adventures afloat. Now they
have the opportunity to reach a big audi-
ence and win a significant prize!”

If you think your tale is worth telling, you
can get more information and an entry
form by contacting The Armchair Sailor,
543 Thames Street, Newport, Rl 02840;
phone (401)847-4262, fax(401)847-1219.

S0t Shots

DOES THIS MESSAGE SUITYOUTOA “T”
We received this photo anony-
mously, but we know the shirts are
produced by Gary Griffin, owner of
Grifgrabbers. We agree that no whin-
ers should be allowed on board a
Hobie Cat, or in any other activity, for
that matter. It's like Tom Hanks de-
clared in his role of coach in the
movie A League of Their Own,
“There’s no crying in baseball!”

Send your photos and explanations to:
Spot Shots, HOTLINE, P.O. Box 1008,
Oceanside, CA 92051.

Don't forget, now — we're saving this
spot for your shot! &
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Dealer MBII

ALASKA
Salcha Marine

ARIZONA
§allboa1 Shop Inc.

Ship’s Store

CALIFORNIA

Sailboah of Bakanhald

Seabird Salllng
Berkeley

Pine Knot Landing
Big Bear Lake )09)866-2628

Sailing Center

19)822-266¢
Small Craﬂ Advilorios
14-8749
Aclion S-Illng Centar kL
'I.'ho Sail shop
Inland Sailing Co.
cramento )16)454.

Fast Lane Sailing
Conhv

I 619
0’ Nolll Boach
wlnd Toy:

COLORADO

Rocky Mountain Bga}wovka
CONNECTICUT
Candlowood East s:lllng cu
The Boal Lockor

DELAWARE
Spirit Marine

FLORIDA
G R Slilboah
Parlormnco Sall I. Sport

Playoround Saill

863

Pier 88

Canbboln Watorsponl

Troplcal Sallbolu

Nnu!icll Ventures Somh

Bea

;fblillng Store
lando

Key Sailing

Tackle Shack

‘.l‘h.e Cycl‘o‘ Shop
GEORGIA
Wollhamvk Inc.
Ocoan Mohon Suri‘Co-
HAwAl

Valloy Isles Marine
Wlnd\v-rd Boats Inc.

IDAHO

Boise Marine

ILLINOIS

CIﬂVIQ Sail and Sur'

Saillng World Im:
Nolund Marine

INDIANA
King Marine

Doynt‘: Marine Scrvlce

Wawnsoc Boat Co., Inc

Sailboah Inc.

owa

Jim's salllng Center

I

KANSAS

Action Marine Inc.

C & H Sailcraft

KENTUCKY

Wooden Wave Beach Shop
Gilbertsville (£

LOUISIANA

The Backpacker

Sea Chest Inc.

eal

MAINE

2)362-4271

Ma(son Marino, Inc.

Sebago Hobie

32-4009

MASSACHUSETTS

Cnpe Vln(er Sporl

MICHIGAN

Vlol' s Marine. Inc
Sall Plnc.

Vachu. L!d

Mldwcu Aqualics Gvoup

Abbotu Trail & Sall

Sallsporl Marlne

MINNESOTA

Hi Tempo Ski and
White Bear Lake 61

MONTANA

Quiet World Sailboats

NEBRASKA
Super Sport
Kearney

Select Sail & Sports
402)339-4618

NEVADA
W.LT.W. Boat Woutkl

NEW HAMPSHIRE
Nonh COunlry 4x4

)

N.w Hampshlro Hobl. Cat

474-3661

NEW JERSEY
Goar and Gadgets

South Shore Mnrina
Sunlo( Smlbo-h
Dos s Sport CQn(er

Blyvlaw llnvinn

NEW YORK

PENNSYLVANIA
Spnns chalet

Wlnd & Water Boll Works
Qlows and Strawbridge
PUERTO RICO

Beach Cats
RHODE ISLAND

Megrews Boats

SOUTH CAROLINA

Timooul's Sailing Center

The Sailing & Ski Connection
Myrtle Beact 803) 626-724:

Obenheimer s-ils e TENNESSEE
Bollpl! Marine y":h!‘f Sails )
Bo;( w;:rk: : ‘ - TEXAS

S y Boat & Shop "

Sales
Electra Sport
NORTH CAROLINA
;kyland Sailcraft

Ships Store

OHIO
Strictly Sail, Inc.

Sailing, Inc.
Cleveland

One Design Yachts

OKLAHOMA

Tulsa Sailcraft

(918)663

Rental Operator

Hobie 16, Alpha 160 and 230
Rentals, lessons and rides

Caribbean Watersports
c/o Sheraton Key Largo Resort

Mnstavcnn of Corpus Christi
C (512)992-4459
Marinav Sails

Sanlord Part Salcs

UTAH

Sidsports, Inc.

VERMONT
thon Marine

VIRGINIA
.Backyard Boats

Trafton Marine

Mile Marker 97 Overseas Hwy

WASHINGTON
Spor(s & Sail

Hoble Cats NW

Sports Creel

WISCONSIN

Spitzer, Inc.

Aquarius Sail of Wisconsin

INTERNATIONAL

AUSTRALIA
Hobie Cat Australia

CANADA
Chmooll Winds w-tersporu Inc.

Nl“ﬂﬂll Sallboal N-rdwnro
K wna <

Southwelt Sailbonts

Sexlnn! anlne, Inc
Fogh Mnrme le
Tho Dlnghy shop

Nonhem SI“ Worlu

ISRAEL

Cataway Ltd.

MEXICO
Veleros S.A. De C.V.
Mexico D.f 11(525)64

PHILIPPINES
Scuba World, Inc.
Makat 63

TAIWAN
Fatel Enterprise Corp.

1 067

ARIZONA 10WA TEXAS T
b o P.O. Box 781 Key Sailing
T T ik s = S e S Key Largo, FL. 33037 500 Quietwater Beach Rd. #14,
KXW, . 1SIdS010 (305)852-4707 Pensacola Beach, FL 32561
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DEAR JOHN

BY JOHN HACKNEY

THE NEW SAIL BLUES

Help. I think maybe my sail should
be replaced, but I'm not really sure.
Arethere any warning signs | should
look for?

May | have a drumroll, please. Here (my
apologies to David Letterman) are the ten
best reasons to buy a new sail for your
Hobie.

10. You want to support your friendly
local Hobie dealer, who sees you and your
friends through thick and thin, not to men-
tion choppy.

9. You know you're a good sailor, but
the boat just doesn't point as high as
everyone else’s and so you lose a lot of
races.

8. You stop at the Goodwill store to
leave a bundle of old shirts and observe a
lady buying your sail to make a quilt. Seems
your crew kindly donated it a few days
earlier.

7. Your mainsail battens hang up on the
forestay when you tack.

6. That colorful vertical-cut sail, which
evoked gasps of admiration from specta-
tors on the beach when it was purchased
just a few years ago, now looks like an old
sixties' tie-dyed T-shirt you discovered in
the back corner of the closet ... in your
father's bedroom.

5. You just remembered your boat and
sail were not purchased in June 1989 but
during the summer of 79!

4. The boltrope is no longer attached to
the sail.

3. You win a long-distance race. Two
hours later, back on the beach, the local
sailmaker asks where you got that great
spinnaker. Unfortunately, you only sailed
with @ main and jib.

2. Your crew advises you to sheet the
main in a little bit more, and you notice the
boom is laying on the trampoline and the
top of the sail is still at the top of the mast.

1. The crew comments how easy it is to
see boats on the opposite tack through the
mainsail window, and you remember a
window has never been sewn in the sail.

Hey, let'shave acontest. Send HOTLINE
your top ten reasons to buy a new sail and
you could win ... aleftover Hobie National's
T-shirt; year and size to be determined.

BUY LINES

When to purchase a new sail is an easy
question for the racing sailor to answer. Buy
anewsail every season. New sails are faster!

10/SEPTEMBER ¢ OCTOBER 1994

This question is a little harder to nail
down for the recreational sailor. Usually, if
asail rips or if the battens poke through the
luff, you need a new sail.

Generally, a sail failure is not life-threat-
ening or catastrophic, just inconvenient.
Making the trip back to shore with a torn
sail can be done; it might just take a little
longer. Misjudging whentoreplace aworn-
out sail, therefore, is not a critical, life-and-
death issue.

Drawing on my many years of experi-
ence as a sailor and longtime sailboat
dealer, | believe sails can last over ten
years for the recreational sailor, even with
a little abuse.

TAKE CARE OF YOUR SAIL

Now for a few quick maintenance tips
you have heard a thousand times. The
worst thing for the sail is the sun, maybe
salt, or maybe tar balls. Oh no, not the
dreaded tar balls.

Do not leave a sail up in the sun all the
time. If you leave your boat at the beach or
yacht club, the roller furling jib must be
either covered or removed.

Salt-water sailors should always wash
off the sails after every use with allittle fresh
water. (Remember to conserve that drink-
ing water and use recycled water, if avail-
able.) Salt can accumulate on a sail when
cruising in salt water, even if the sail is
kept dry.

As you undoubtedly have noticed, after
a few outings the shrouds will chafe the
sail, most predominantly over the battens.
To minimize this problem, use plastic-
coated shrouds, which happily are com-
mon on most Hobies.

Clear or colored sail tape also can be
placed over the batten pockets just where
the shrouds and trap wires touch. Placing
duct tape over the fiberglass battens or
using specialized batten covers will de-
crease shroud-induced chafing, too.

A FEW MORE TIPS

The battens can push through the luff of
your sail at the bolt rope. A prudent sailor
should make sure the rivets on the plastic
caps are in good shape, so the battens do
not punch through the sail.

After-market Iuff caps that fit on the
batten ends spread out the pressure on
the luff pocket, helping to increase the life
of your sail. All rivets on the clew, tack and
head plates should be inspected on a
regular basis and replaced if they start to
pull out, to avoid a ripped sail. The mast
and boom also should be checked for
rough spots, which over a period of time
could rip the sail.

Do not store the sail with tension on
the battens. Loosen the battens after
every use.

The most common premature sail rips
can be caused by the sail feeder on the
mast as you hoist the mainsail up the mast.
That little sail feeder from Hell can put arip
in your mainsail at the worst possible mo-
ment.

Racers know that speed costs money
...buy, buy, buy. Recreational sailors should
get many, many, many more years of use
out of that sail than your Hobie dealer
might want to admit. Just remember: Sails,
like sailors, do need tender loving care.

THE HOBIE MAST TWO-STEP

As the expert, you've got to know
the easiest way to step a mast. You
know, some neat trick or deep, dark
secret. Thanks for all the great tips.

Git ready for the Hobie two-step. This
here's a cowboy's guide to mast steppin’.
Let's take the pickup truck and go on down
to the stock pond and find out how to step
that mast.

Yo! Can you rope a boat, gringo? Isn't
the Queen’s English great.

A couple extremely informative articles
explaining how to step the Hobie mast are
on the must-read list for those in need of a
little help with the task.

Chris Jernigan's “Stepping Out” in the
March/April 1991 HOTLINE and Matt
Miller's “Rigging Is Easy” in the August/
September 1993 issue are worth reading
to gain a full understanding of the finer
nuances of stepping the stick; sounds like
a movie title. These two articles are so
comprehensive that nothing else needs to
be said; well, maybe something new can
be added as the editor requested more
than 25 words.

STEPPING THE SPORT CRUISER
IS A BREEZE

The Hobie 21 Sport Cruiser has a
uniquely easy system to step the mast,
making the process for this new Hobie Cat
simple and trouble-free. The boat's mast-
stepping rig includes using a short “step-
ping pole," as it is called by Hobie, and
attaching the mainsheet to the pole for
added mechanical advantage.

Everyone does know, of course, real
sailors do not need the help of mechanical
devices to get it up; the mast that is.

OVERALL ADVICE

In general for all Hobie Cats, one brief
glance at the various HOTLINE ads, cata-
maran catalogs or Hobie Cat Parts and
Accessories Catalog will tell you that after-
market devices exist for the sailor who opts
for an alternative to sheer muscle. Please
read the aforementioned articles, ask a
fellow sailor, or see your local Hobie dealer

HOBIE HOTLINE



for tips, lots of tips, and precautions for
stepping that mast. The more information
you obtain, the easier the task will be.
Although physical strength does help, a
strong back and custom Gold's Gym
muscles are imperative to step a
Hobie mast.

Safety is the first thing to consider.
Overhead power lines should not be even
close to the area in which you are stepping
that mast. Just as the area for mast step-
ping needs to be power-line-free, so does
the route to the water. Murphy's Law says
if any power lines are in the vicinity, your
mast will hit them.

Don't rely only on your COMPTIP™,
look up before you set up! Trees, building
overhangs, signs, flags, hot air balloons
and even small branches can make step-
ping the mast impossible, so get in the
habit of looking before you leap.

Also in the interest of safety, always
make everyone around your boat aware of
the fact thata mastis being stepped. A 20-
30 foot aluminum mast can get away from
you and do major damage to a passerby,
so be careful and be aware.

DON’T STEP IN THE PITFALLS

Now, let's look at some pitfalls of step-
ping the mast. The shrouds and trapeze
wires always seem to get caught under
some part of the boat. The tangle will stop
the mast about one-third of the way up,
rightwhen maximum strain is on your back.
Vertebrae start cracking like popcorn in
coconut oil

After you have attached the mast to the
mast base, make sure the shrouds are
coming off the mast hound shackle straight
down the mast, with no twists or turns. | like
to lay the shrouds and trap wires over the
trampoline between the rudders, right next
to the mast. Keeping the wires in this
position makes them less apt to get hung
up on the aft corner of the boat, under the
rudders, around pylons of the Hobie 16 or
under the tiller crossbar, to name a few
common places where wires can get
caught. You also should make sure the
shrouds are lengthened enough so the
forestay can be attached to the front bridle
without a major problem

Alittletip about the trapeze wires: place
them in front of the wings, on boats so-
equipped, so they actually help pull the
mast up into place. In addition, this place-
ment will keep the wires completely out of
the way

Lastly, make sure the shrouds are at-
tached to the boat so the mast does not
become an accessory on your car. The
forestay attaching pin should be handy;
some people put it in their mouth, not
recommended, but it has to be close by

TEAM TRICKS

Another trick is putting your aft foot on
the rear beam when stepping the mast.
Placing your foot on the rear beam takes a
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lot of unnecessary pressure off the tramp
and gives you solid footing.

Also, try to keep the mast moving up-
ward, as the momentum will help you get
the mast past the difficult points, like when
the spreader wires pass by your belly, a
big problem for some. The crew can help
the process by getting the mast as high as
possible before the person on the tramp
takes over.

Lowering the mast requires a quick
crew who releases the forestay, runs to the
back of the boat, and catches the mast at
about its mid-point. Do not stand under the
mast as itis being lowered. Stand off to the
side and go under the mast to catch it at
the last possible moment. If the person
loses control of the mast on the way down,
remember that it is better to break equip-
ment than people.

Ifyou have a Hobie question you would
like answered in print, senditto: HOTLINE
“Expert,” P.O. Box 1008, Oceanside, CA
920571. A

Extreme caution
must be exercised
when launching and
sailing near
overhead wires.
A mast near a wire

could be fatal!

Start off 1994 right!

ot  with

’7,0
B2
V' DriWash 'N Guard™ “¢

(New High Tech Product)

GIVE YOUR HULLS
THAT SHOWROOM LOOK

A MUST For Newer CATS
Excellent For Older CATS
* CLEANS *« SEALS

* POLISHES -+ PROTECTS
IN ONE EASY STEP!

(Not a wax, silicone, or oil base)

Spray it on & Wipe it off
Makes a Hard Job Easy

* Glass Mirror Finish

* Enhances Color Restoration

* Won't Scratch Gelcoat

* Cleans Non-Skid Surface

* Reduces Wetting Surface Friction

* Can Increase Hull Speed*

* Use On All Anodized Parts
(Mast, Boom, etc. — Will Not
Leave a Film)

Treat Sail Slot for Easy Hoist

* Environmentally Safe
Long Lasting

oNLY $1 gﬁ(u.s.)

Plus $3.00 Shipping & Handling

(One 8 oz. Refillable Spray Bottle
provides 3 - 4 Hull Applications)
Reorder Form with Shipment (SAVE!)

Send Check or Money Order with
your name and address to:
SHINE OF THE TIMES
P.O. BOX 1745
ROWLETT, TEXAS 75030-1745
214-475-7836
Independent Dist. EnviroTech, Int. ™

TRY IT! NOTHING TO LOSE!

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE

If not satisfied, return unused
portion for full refund.

NOT SOLD IN STORES
OR AT YOUR LOCAL DEALER

*Dri-Wash 'N Guard™ is 47
ingredients bonding together to fill
microscopic pores in your Gelcoat

surface resulting in less friction and
decreased drag through the water.
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Turning Points

This Sailor Charts
Her Course Through
Life, Taking Each
Mark In Stride

PHOTOS COURTESY OF
V. GAIL FORCE

Gail's Hobie Catting adventures began
seven years ago on a quiet note; actually
almost a dull note, she explains. “We had
just been relocated to Ridgefield, Con-
necticut from Denver, because of my
husband’s job. Some friends took us out
on the Long Island Sound on a slow, 24-
foot monohull.” The monohull was too le-
thargic for them, the friends are now
divorced and dispersed, but Gail is still
hooked on the sport of sailing.

“There we were on that slow, slow
boat,” Gail recalls. “We were in a kind of

race, dropping far-

Gail (right) and daughter, Carrie (left) at the 1993 Hobie 18 Women's World in Wildwood, NJ.

Some people want to finish first. Some
are happy just to be in the race. Although
V. Gail Force considers herself competi-
tive, achieving her personal best is her
goal, and the warmth of involvement with
family and sailing friends is her reward.
Like a wave, she rises to the occasion,
whether it's a cross-country move, career
change, or bidding her college-bound
daughter goodbye.

Hobie Cat sailing entered her life late,
but Gail was not about to let it pass her by.
After years as a non-boater, as soon as
she hopped on board a Hobie Cat, Gail
immersed herself in the sport and sailing
structure almost simultaneously. Amid the
sailing, racing, family fun and event orga-
nizing, Gail, her husband, Jim Bird, and
their daughter, Carrie, have grown closer
to each other and closer to themselves.

GETTING ON BOARD

Had her parents known she was going
to take the world by storm, perhaps they
would have named her Gale Force, but no
matter how it's spelled, Gail's name stands
for total commitment and total effort. Her
Hobie Catting experiences tell the story of
family bonds forged on board. Children
really do learn from example, so it's no
surprise Carrie shares her mom's dedica-
tion and orientation toward achievement.
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therand farther be-
hind. Finally, we
dropped out.”
Nevertheless,
the two couples
sailed together
once again. This
time, the skipper
asked her if she'd
like totakethetiller.
‘I took it and
handled it. The
skipper accused
me of almost tip-
ping over the boat.
| responded, ‘No,
we weren't going
over. | could feel
it."Hemay nothave
believed me, but | knew it in my center.”
Although they didn't yet own a boat and
indeed had not even heard of Hobie Cat,
that was the day Gail became a sailor.

HELLO, HOBIE

Atthe time, Carrie was a teenager who
had enjoyed sailing at girl scout camp for
the past three years. “| wanted something
to hold Carrie's interest and keep us to-
gether as a family,” explains Gail. She
also wisely realized, “In four years, Carrie
would be stepping out the door. Jim and
| needed something to keep us going
togetheras acouple.” Asailboat would be
the perfect solution to both concerns.

Ah yes, a sailboat, but which sailboat?
That was the question. The threesome
looked around.

“Jim was leaning toward an 18-foot
monohull. | wanted a catamaran. | knew
they were fast, and | was excited by the
America’'s Cup involvement,” recounts Gail.

“We wentto a boat show atthe mall. We
saw a catamaran and took a family vote.
Carrie voted withme, soa catamaran won.”

They bought a used Hobie 18, began
spiffing it up with new sails and equip-
ment, and joined the beach club at
nearby Candlewood Lake, home of Fleet
31. “I already knew | wanted to meet
other sailors,” says Gail, who may not

have realized at the time just how
involved she would become on an
organizational level.

ONE GOOD TURN DESERVES ANOTHER

Gail fast discovered sailing a Cat was
not at all like taking a slow ride on a big
monohull or paddling a canoe. (“| made
Jimsellthatcanoe,” she confides. “I'm not
into paddling.”)

Gail is nothing if not truthful. “The first
time out on the water, we were really
scared. | screamed the whole time!”

She explains the dilemma they en-
countered. “Getting off and going was
easy, butwhen | saw the shore looming up
at us on our way in, without thinking |
jumped off the boat to try to stop it.”

She quickly learned there are better
and easier ways to stop a Hobie Cat, but
now that she was on her way, there was no
stopping Gail. “I wanted to get involved
and help organize activities and events.”
Gail currently serves as second vice chair-
person for the NAHCA,; in prior “lives,” she
was commodore and co-commodore of
Fleet 31 as well as Division 12 secretary/
treasurer. All this, and a professional
graphic designer, too!

MORE TURNS IN THE ROAD

Busy with school and friends, Carrie's
involvement dropped off somewhat, but
Gail just kept on going. (Gail quips, “Car-

As a mother and daughter team, Gail and Carrie find Hobie
racing not only challenging but an way to spend
time together.

HOBIE HOTLINE
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&5:1?89& Quick, reliable control makes the
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\h(tg(}% HOBIE HOTSTICK the world's

the S 3 .
Pegkine-Ackianced most popular tiller extension.

Sailors

-

Sleep with us nights at the ePrivate Sandy Beach
Sheraton Key Largo Resort *Two pools * Jacuzzi
in luxurious accommodations. LI INLIETTENIE
Sail with us days on a Hobie *Tennis Courts
Cat 16, 17, Sport 17 or 18 SX *Parasailing

Hobie One Daysailers 12, 14. *WaveRunners
*Jetskis

‘sheraton CARIBBEAN *Windsurfing

A Rz =i « SNUBA under-

Gllfr | USA (800)223-6728 \RSF it The HOBIE HOTSTICK ...

Resenations FAX (305)451-4095 eKayaks When total control is a mus:.i!

Total package price $398. Taxes included. Two guests per room. Exp. Dec. 18, '94
2 Nights, 3 Days of Sailing » Longer stays available.

Available at your Hobie dealer.

ROLEEZ
THE EASIER WAY
NEW! COUNTER-BALANCED CRADLES

Always up, NEVER upside-down when loading

THE MF D®

(MAST FLOTATION DEVICE)

Patent Pending

» Always ready to float
* Low profile &/
* No moving parts

* No service parts required

* Helps prevent turtling

» Excellent for rental fleets
« Fastens directly to mast tip

* And it works!! T
----——_—--------—1
[] Hobie 16 $88.00 L Hobie 17 $93.00
I [C] Hobie 18/SX-18/20 $90.00 (] Hobie 21 $95.00 |
' Please indicate model(s) ordered COD (US only) I
it S : The surface area of the cradles is large enough to protect hulls and
I Add $3.50 shipping; or \T‘m if COD : secure catamaran; rarely does Cateez need to be tied to shroud.
1 Michigan residents add 4% Sales Tax b Counter-balanced cradles are standard on all Cateezes. Disassembles
S ORDER TOTAL in seconds without tools for placing in a compact car trunk or back
| I seat. Cateezes with the new cradles and the special patented soft
| CHECK (enclose VISA ] MASTERCARD plastic pneumatic wheels (2-3 Ibs. of air) will outperform all other
J [ CHECK (enclosed) - : dollies in soft sand, mud or rocky terrain. WE GUARANTEE IT!!
l NAME
I ADDRESS I Cateez $389 + S&H w
(all Hobies except Hobie 21)
1 CITy STATE z® v Cateez Plus  $439 + S&H (Hovie 21) e SYS Ty
{ A GCOOUNT# EXP ' Cradles only $129 + S&H e Ao iR
UPS Shipping address, if different from above (No P.O. Box numbers please ROLEEZ WHEEL SYSTEMGE
I I 5711A Sellger Drive, Norfolk, VA 23502 « FAX 804-461-0383
Dealer inquiries invited » VA Residents add 4.5% sales tax
L R RN S S S N S N SN S DA S S S -l UPS, COD, VISA, MasterCard « Prices subject to change without notice

MIDWEST AQUATICS GROUP
8930 Dexter-Pinckney ® Pinckney, MI 48169 e (313) 426-4155 To Order Call (800) 369-1390
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rie likes to sail, but her idea of sailing is to
goout with friends, start talking and let the
boat go into irons.") Meanwhile, Gail and
Jim wanted to sail and compete.

“People told us that if you want to learn
how to sail, you should race. It's true,” she
confirms. “Everyone is willing to talk at a
regatta. We learned a lot at our first race,
and we've been learning ever since.”

Gail and Jim routinely attend around
eight regattas each summer, going to
New York, New Jersey and other locations
over long weekends. Gail affectionately
refers to the experience as “trashing our
bodies all summer long." They have ben-
efited from Rick White's Sailing Seminars
and have traded skippering and crewing
chores. Therein lies the inner story of Gail
and Carrie.

SHE DOES IT HER WAY

“Jim had always been the skipper,”
explains Gail. “Last year, | wanted it to be
my year, and | wanted to finish it with the
Women's World in New Jersey.”

Gail began her skippering career just
like she started her sailing career—scared
to death. “l realized | was responsible,
and at first it unnerved me." (She now
acknowledges Jim makes a better skip-
per and she makes a better crew. She
says she also learned, “If a marriage can
hold together on a boat, it can hold to-
gether through anything!”)

Instead of knuckling under, Gail did as
she's always done — she overcame her
fear. “At the first regatta | skippered, the
wind was raging and | was terrified. Jim
understood and accepted my fear, which
enabled me to own it and go on.”

The fear was gone, but the desire to
achieve remained. She emphasizes, “Go-
ing to the Women's World was not about
winning. It was about being there.”

It also was about being there with her
daughter, whom Gail promised, “If you
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ever wantto quitor goin, I'lltake you in. No
resentments. No recriminations.”

Gail stresses that for her, sailing is
important because it represents a new
accomplishment. “I didn’'t have sailing in
my bones from when | was a kid. | wanted
to be able to say that | did it." Carrie
wanted to be able to say she did it with her
mom, so she was happy to signon as crew.

WHAT A WORLD!

“Wildwood was a bear,” remembers
Gail. "Heavy seas — basic survival — but
| knew | would getaround that course.” On
the second day, the wind cut and Galil
could see her daughter was not happy.
The presence of a small shark keeping
them company did not improve the situa-
tion. To make a long story short, the surf
caught the boat, the Hobie went sideways
and the two were washed overboard. “Car-
rie grabbed the strap as she went over
and | grabbed the tiller. We turned the
Hobie Cat back over the wave and crawled
back on board.”

Carrie looked at her mom, confessing,
“I'm really scared." Gail was, 100, but she
assured her daughter, “I'm here. I'll get
usin.”

Reflecting on the situation, Gail now
says, “It was one of those times | had to
dig down deep and take responsibility as
a parent. | did getus in.”

Later that evening, Carrie called Gail
into her room. “I have something to tell
you," Carrie said.

“I thought this was it. Carrie wanted out.”

To Gail's surprise, Carrie instead held
out a gift, saying, “l want you to know how
much | appreciate what you have done for
me this week. You've taught me that | can
be and do more than | ever thought |
could.”

That conversation took place
months ago. Gail still has the lump in
her throat. S—

Gail jokes about Carrie's
racing battle scars.
Watch out Gail this could

be grounds for mutiny.

Hobie Catting is a family affair
for V. Gail Force, husband Jim Bird
and daughter Carrie. Although Gail
was one of the first women in line
years ago to change her name back
from married to maiden, she is a
strong member of a very strong
family. The ties that bind go deep
— as deep as the water beneath
their Hobie 18.

“Iplantogotothe 1994 Women's
Hobie 18 Championship,” Gail
confides, “but | don't know if Carrie
wants to do it again.”

Unbeknownstto hermom, Carrie
does. “I'm not into sailing as much
as | was when | was younger, but
I'd love to do the next Women'’s
Championship with my mom. |
relished the excitement and
adrenalin, and | liked the mother-
daughter bonding experience.”

Jim and Gail have deepened
their relationship through sailing as
well. Recently, they spent an idyllic
vacation renting a 33-foot monohull
inthe Virgin Islands. They also have
taken a power squadron navigation
course; next up is a fascinating
exploration of celestial navigation.

Thinking of the couple who
introduced them to sailing, Gail
reminisces, “They gotdivorced, but
we're still trucking. We've been
through our nicks and scrapes, but
a Hobie Cat trampoline has been a
great place to learn about
ourselves, each other and our
relationship.”

She concludes, “Those six
square feet of canvas have meant
alotto us.”

HOBIE HOTLINE



MurrAays

THE PERFORMANCE SOURCE
Since 1969, Murrays has been "The Source"
that Hobie® sailors have turned to for " Solutions"

to their sailing needs. Call today to access the

largest and most complete source for catamaran

related accessories and kits to meet your needs for
"Speed, Comfort & Convenience".

' FREE CATAMARAN
‘94 CATALOG!

| 64 pages of over 2000 products

MURRAYS WATERSPORTS - Mileny's Wardksborrs
PO BOX 490 " P.O. Box A'IEgSnggrg;;iCA930\4
CARPINTERIA, CALIFORNIA 93014 — np— '
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Blocks Heavy Air Sailing
Jul/Aug Tuning the 14 Nov/Dec Rick White, Tuning: Part 2
Mar/Apr From Last to First Boat Speed
18 Performance m Jan/Feb Rick White, Tuning: Part 3
ADDRESS _ e N May/Jun Hobie 17 Primer Downwind Tactics
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Sail Smart

Ask Not What Your
Hobie Can Do For
Your Sailing Skills.
Ask What Your
Sailing Skills Can Do
For Your Hobie.

BY MATT MILLER

All sailors, whether recreational day
sailors, racers or worldwide cruisers, look
for the same thing ... how to get from point
Atopoint B in the most efficientway. Aand
B may be course markers in arace, or they
may represent the present location and
the nearest safe port to a world cruiser.

Efficient sailing can win races and get
recreational day sailors back tohome shore
before dark. All sailors can improve their
performance by learning from the experi-
ence of seasoned sailors and racers.

The approaching national champion-
ship regattas bring to mind an excellent
article by Brett Dryland published in the
January/February 1985 HOTLINE. Brett
was then the 18 World Champion and a
former 16 World Champion. His advice
holds true for the racer and recreational
sailor both then and now.

Rather than giving pat answers, Brett
raises the question of where to look for
boat speed and efficient handling.

NO FAST PATH TO SUCCESS

The road to success has never been,
and never will be an easy road to follow.
Every sailor strives for that victory celebra-
tion at the end of all sailing events.

However, in their struggle for the top,
sailors appear to have let themselves get
overburdened with the vast array of tuning
techniques. They have forgotten the most
important factor — sailing their boat.

It has gotten to a state now that Hobie
sailors throughout the world will not put
their boat on the water until it is fully
equipped with all the finest and most ex-
pensive racing gear. The standard Hobie
Cat seemingly no longer exists. It appears
to me that sailors have gone overboard on
this “off-the-water” preparation.

| would be the first to admit there are
variances in the speed of boats. However,
the fastest boat does not always win the
race.

How often have you seen a good sailor
get on board a slow boat and still do well?
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Thereasonis notthat he performs miracles
transforming the boat into a speed ma-
chine. Rather, he sails the boat to the best
of its capabilities. There is no substitute for
good sailing.

Skippers must face the fact that their
destiny in any race lies in their skill. Ac-
cordingly, sailors should focus their atten-
tion on improving their own performance
onthe water, and away from minute weight-
saving fixtures, the latest rudder designs,
better mainsheet blocks and the giant
array of equipment options.

s - most efficient way.
B _

GET THE FEELING

The next question is, how does one
achieve this feat? Such a topic covers
numerous matters, ranging from psycho-
logical build-ups to understanding the rules
of racing.

However, the heart of the answer lies in
the skipper's ability to develop a so-called
“feel” for the boat, an affinity with the vessel
the skipper is steering. This feel will enable
the skipper to display such characteristics
as relying very little on telltales to describe
what is happening to the boat and being
able to identify and correct problems with
boat trim easily and quickly.

You cannot manufacture a feel for a
boat; it comes largely as the result of
experience. Listed below are several points
that | believe are important not only in
developing a feel for your boat but also
bettering your sailing ability.

1. Most importantly, you must change
your frame of mind. Youmustface up tothe
results of your sailing. Far too often, skip-
pers blame their boats for their misfor-
tunes, whenin most cases the problemlies
with the person steering the boat.

2. Sail many different boats in your
class. This will force you to adapt your
sailing techniques, and prevent you from
getting the feel of only your own boat.

| find sailing slower boats to be more
gratifying than sailing fast boats. | ap-
proach the task as a challenge, requiring
me to sail harder than normal. There is
nothing better than beating a skipper on

pnlnt Ato o"m’ B in the

an old, discarded boat. You know you
have sailed an excellent race if you have
done well despite helming a slow boat.

3. Sail in as many different conditions
as possible. Changing sailing locations,
wind strengths and sea conditions will
necessitate a modification in your sailing
techniques to achieve good racing perfor-
mances in diverse situations.

4. Maximum performance in any race is
achieved largely through minimizing mis-
takes. Skippers and crews alike must con-
centrate on making as few mistakes as
possible. When mistakes are
made, they should be analyzed
separately and all efforts made
to prevent their recurrence on
therace course. Youmustlearn
by your mistakes — failure to
dosowillresultinthe continued
repetition of the error.

5. Learn from your competi-
tion. More specifically, if some-
one is sailing faster than you,
try to identify the reason by de-
termining what they are doing
differently. Have they more
sheet tension? Less sheet ten-
sion? Are they pointing higher/
lower? Is the traveller infout? Once the
differences are identified, modify your sail-
ing techniques accordingly.

This idea seems simple enough, but for
reasons unknown to me, many people
persist in their own way of thinking. They
fail to realize the other skipper is sailing
fastforareason. Everyone should have the
ability to admit they don't know everything
and be wise enough to learn from others
who know more. You never stop learning.

6. Youmust have, or develop, a charac-
teristic of being able to roll with the ever-
changing fortunes of competitive sailing.
There always will be occasions when luck
deserts you and mistakes are plentiful. In
circumstances such as these, getting up-
set will only worsen the situation. Rather,
keep calm and level-headed and never
give up. There is always a chance so long
as the race is not over,

7. Lastly, enjoy your sailing atall times.
The reason you sail is for fun. Don't ever
lose track of that. If you cease to enjoy
sailing, you are getting too serious.
Instead, kick back a gear, relax, and
savor all that the “Hobie Way of Life" has
to offer.

GET IN TUNE WITH YOUR ABILITY

One final point to consider is that the
ultimate sailing events, such as national
and world championships, are contests of
sailors’ abilities to sail. If you can't master
that, your tuned-up Hobie will sit in your
backyard and be of no use to you.s&—
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The International Color Magazine
about Cruising and Performance
Catamarans & Trimarans

MULTIHULL

Check or money order only.
Florida Residents add 6% Tax.

Name

Address

4038 S.E. Barcelona Street
Stuart, Florida 34997
Phone: (407) 286-6125 e Fax: (407) 220-0764

SUBSCRIBE NOW!

AS SAILMAKERS FOR 14 YEARS
AND HOBIE DEA
YEARS, WE SOLICI OUR
WINDOW INSTALLATION, BOLTROP
AND BATTEN POCKET REPAIRS, Q}'
TRAMPOLINE WORK, ETC. FIVE \ h
TO TEN DAY TURN AROUND
EXCELLENT WORKMANSHIP
INSURANCE ESTIMATES. ,—\
48 HOUR SERVICE AT \3/
DOUBLE RATES AND ~ v/
TIME AVAILABILITY. /4\ \ A |
CALL FOR QUOTE OR % b
see vourn Hobie Cat ol N
oR IlaDERDEALEmG\_ e
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“Banana Peel”/ ==
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S5 ROOKE  SAILS i,

EZ STEP.

STEP YOUR MAST WITH EASE & SAFETY

Raise and lower mast single handedly - Attaches quickly without
tools - Stabilizes mast completely - No modification to boat - uses
winch on trailer or block and tackle off trailer (optional at extra
charge) - Adjusts to fit any Catamaran - Rust proof aluminum and
stainless steel.

See your dealer

$105.00 F.O.B. Factory or order direct.
$6.50 Freight & Handling C BASS PRODUCTS
! 1232 E. 2nd Street
BASS Tulsa, Oklahoma 74120
\___\ Products (918) 584-3553
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Wthoducing Two
To{» Pwﬂom«m

The HS-1, versatile in split suede and foam-backed
mesh, is at home in the worst sailing conditions.
The HS-2, the ultimate sailing shoe, is made of
microporous synthetic leather and offers superb
comfort, traction and support.

goth of these top performers have features that will make
them your first choice in footwear. Features like flexible
soles with the "TRS System", a tri-radial sipe pattern that
disperses water to prevent hydroplaning.

sk for them at your favorite marine store.

T

1251 E. Wisconsin Ave., Pewaukee, Wi 53072
Tel: (414) 691-3320 « Fax: (414) 691-3008
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TIMELESS SUMMER

The clock stands still when ———

you sail a Hobie Cat.

Minutes and hours slip
by, unnoticed ...
as you pursue your personal

height of excitement.

GUY MOTIL
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The sport is as ageless as
the boats themselves, and the
people who sail them.

Hourglass sands
melt into the waves ...

And Old Man Time himself
seems to be at the helm, the
wind ever at his back.
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IRELLSS SummER

Dive into fun. The water's
always inviting, as long as a

Hobie Cat is nearby.

Any Hobie. Every Hobie. A

never-ending summer of delight.

Make your life an endless summer
with Hobie Cat ...

it's what dreams are made of.







Taiwan Onl!

China Takes To Cats In
The Year Of The Dog

STORY BY BENOIT LISMONDE
PHOTOGRAPHY BY JOSEPH RUPP

What do Belgium, Taiwan and the United States have in common? Since this
is the Hobie HOTLINE, you hardly need ask, but you're right — sailing! Benoit
Lismonde, the author of this article, is a citizen of Belgium who is a Hobie Cat
dealer and rental agent on the Chinese island of Taiwan (also known as
Formosa).

Writing in what he calls his “Belgian broken English,” Benoit submitted this
article in the international spirit of understanding other cultures through discov-
ering common threads of experience. He hopes the story is “relevant and of
interest to your readers, as Taiwan is not well-known, and we do not read a lot
about Hobie Catting in Asia.”

Starting with the next fascinating paragraph, now you will!

It all began a few years back in an old warehouse hidden away somewhere
on the northeast coast of Taiwan. Where the enthusiasm and momentum
engendered in the first Formosa Hobie Challenge (FHC) will end up in the
Chinese “Year of the Dog” and beyond | do not know, but | do know that water
fun is the wave of the future in this part of the world.




Among the junk in that antiquated warehouse slept a silent treasure. Joel, a
French friend of mine, and | discovered the pieces of a strange old boat. No one
knew how to put it together or use it, or even how it had arrived at its unusual
resting place. Someone told me it had been imported by the nephew of Chang
Kai Shek himself, during that era in which the importation and use of boats were
very restricted by Martial Law.

In our era, now, the laws had changed. The boat did not speak to us of a
carefully regulated government, but of a chance to sail!

‘I"OL)iL' l&,’ 1\’01(\)'1\5 ljl‘OH\ T I\U 1 )L‘L \(l

After moving piles of trash, we found yellow hulls and most of the other
portions of what was once a Hobie 16. We made a list of the missing parts as well
as an estimate of work to be performed.

When we proudly proclaimed our intentions to members of the Wanli Yacht
Club, they viewed us skeptically, convinced we were madmen who had escaped
from a Walt Disney adventure movie.

With the temperature at 38 degrees Celsius, Joel and | were sweating from all
our efforts compiling the pieces of this intriguing puzzle. Perhaps we are crazy,
we thought, doing all this work just to go sailing when we could much more easily
use a sailboat already sitting alive and ready on the beach.

Deciding it would be more fun not to listen to the voice of reason, we spent
each weekend for the next three months anchored to the boat. Every Saturday
and Sunday, we worked on the wreck of our unique Hobie Cat while the other
club members were on the water having fun. Every weekend they became more
convinced that we may have been missing more parts in our brain than on the
catamaran we were repairing.

Finally, our epoxy work was completed and we received all the parts we
needed. We had made many trips to the Hobie dealer in Hong Kong; what we
couldn’t get from there, friends brought us from the USA.

The next weekend, we hoisted the brand-new, colorful sail and unveiled our
masterpiece. Our yacht club friends and others on the beach were speechless.

——




Remember how it was when you first
hopped on board a Hobie Cat? One sail and
you were hooked!

And so it goes in Taiwan. Every year,
the Formosa Hobie Challenge (FHC)
seems destined to grow in popularity and
sponsorship.

The four-weekend 1994 FHC began in
June. The event format consisted of four
races each weekend; two for local teams
and two for international teams. Partici-
pants on Hobie 16s and 18s competed in
seven Olympic triangle races and one dis-
tance race.

Organizers are already looking for
sponsors and crews for the next challenge.
According to event coordinator Benoit
Lismonde, “We shall pay for the crews’
accommodations, food and internal
transportation. You pay only for airfare to
Taiwan. The committee will organize air-
fare from the USA, Hong Kong, Thailand,
Australia, Japan and Singapore.”

He continues, “All companies, individu-
als, trade offices and others who want to
sponsor and/or help in the organization of
the event are welcome. A 10-week, mega-
media package is a great way to market
your company, products and services in
one of the fastest-growing consumer
markets in the world: Taiwan.”

Siiw‘ing b\p Jnterest

In addition to the FHC, Hobie Catters in
Taiwan are committed to developing water
sports as a leisure-time activity. A sport
fishing operation and sailing schools are
among the recreational offerings.

Beginning last spring, two new Hobie
Sport Cruisers kicked off a cruising service
onthe Pescadores Islands. Guests can visit
one ofthe 64 islands untouched by Taiwan’s
rapid industrial development and live at the
relaxing pace of migrating fish. During the
winter months, winged Manchurian candi-
dates for the warm Philippines stop by the
islands on a flyover.

Allin all, the journey is sure to be enjoy-
able and unique, especially considering that
some of the world's most crowded and
prosperous business centers such as Hong
Kong and Taipei are but a one-hour flight
(yet many centuries) away.

Formore information about Hobie Catting
in the Taiwan area in general, or about
participating in future years as an FHC
racer or sponsor, contact Benoit Lismonde
at Fatel Enterprise Corporation, P.O Box
105-132, Taipei, Taiwan.

g lf\e Cl\a lle nge Continues

We spent the whole day sailing. Every-
one wanted totry this strangely shaped boat
that sailed so fast and was so much fun. On
thatday in 1989, | decided to develop Hobie
Cat sailing in Taiwan

American-Made Fun is
Made in Taiwan

Sailing was a relatively new lifestyle in
Taiwan (see sidebar entitled “Water Under
The Bridge”). The lack of an infrastructure
and of a water sport culture kept boating
events to a minimum. Until 1989, the sole
organized sailing activity was an annual
yachting association regatta. Some Navy
personnel and civilian friends also gathered
on occasion to sail their boats, but | wanted
to create something on a larger scale.

| wished to organize a fun event that
combined Hobie Cat sailing with dancing
parties, so sailors and other people could
enjoy the sea and the beaches. Just like
when | first went to work on my reclaimed
boat, no one believed it could ever happen;
not individuals, not any company, not even
the Ministry of Tourism.

| knew that an eager base of prospective
racers already existed. We had a dozen
Hobie Cats sailing in Taiwan and an Interna-
tional Yacht Club to provide basic facilities
The spirit was there!

To get things moving, we established a
sailing school at a river mouth, to which
parents began bringing their children every
weekend. These activities are commonplace
in Australia, Europe or the States, but in
Taiwan the rarity made news in the press.

Birth C){ A (:l\a”cngc

Crazy and stubborn, | decided early in
1991 to put my own money into the project.
| proclaimed, “This year, we will stage a
regatta around the island. People then will
associate catamarans with summertime fun.”
Thus, the Formosa Hobie Challenge was
born; soon it would prove to be the most

extraordinarily entertaining event ever or-
ganized in Taiwan.

By May of that year, a few companies
had come on board as sponsors. We estab-
lished an organizing team of six people
After holding several press conferences
and attracting many advertisers, we had a
strong group of 20 people working on the
office telephone and solving the many new
problems that arose every day. Another
team of coordinators was preparing to go to
the first race site, in search of accommoda-
tions and necessary equipment

Pressing On

In the months before the event, we re-
ceived good coverage from newspapers
and a radio station. The media even helped
find enough skippers for the dozen Hobie
16s we had prepared.

As experienced sailors were not abun-
dant on the island, sailing skills were not
well-balanced. Some friends signed up as a
completed team. Only two or three partici-
pants had ever sailed a catamaran before

We organized two selection weekends
designed to assemble the best team. Fate
chose to put the two heaviest men on the
same Hobie Cat. Nearly 300 kilograms
(666 pounds) made a hefty dent in a
16-foot boat!

| journeyed to Singapore, Japan and
Hong Kong to invite local Hobie clubs and
sailors to participate, but few knew of
Taiwan's nice beaches and excellent
weather. Only Hong Kong expressed an
interest in joining in the fun. Three crews
from the Hong Kong Hobie Club shared a
boat during our four-weekend-long event.

FHC Begins

The sun and the wind were already up
and ready when the FHC began on the first
weekend in July in Kenting, a national park
in the south of Taiwan. The weather may
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have been heavenly, but the racing was
intense; every competitor knew that the top
three crews would win an all-expenses-
paid week at Club Med in Asia.

The C*vira Airline-Club Med boat (skip-
pered the first weekend by Lee and Sue
Docks’*de from the Hong Kong Club) won
both legs of the regatta on that initial Satur-
day and Sunday. The International Com-
munity Radio of Taiwan and the Westin
Caesar Park Hotel boats (the latter skip-
pered by New Zealanders) were fighting
like cats and dogs for a top berth as we

Whenever the boats returned to the
beach, spectators would gather around to
take pictures of these exotic but good-
looking vessels. As the sun went down on
Saturday, more local inhabitants and tour-
ists invaded the sand to enjoy what turned
out to be the largest free beach concert
evertotake place in Taiwan. The music and
dancing continued without pause until mid-
night. Then it was time to think of the tooth-
and-nail racing once again

Cq\uHing A Lug L‘\[)

After that first exhilarating weekend, TV
radio and newspaper reporting focused so
much on the regatta that many new spon-
sors began seeking us out and asking to join
the event. Eventhe Ministry of Tourism started
to believe in Taiwan’'s untapped leisure re-
sources. The Ministry putits money where its
mouth was, too, by mailing us a check!

Between weekend legs of the race, our
hard-working team did someracing around
of its own. During that first break, we had
the delicate task of moving by truck and
ferry allboat, equipment and gear to Makung
Island, site of the second leg

Due to the typhoon season, the wind

absent in Makung, but the festivities
were ever-present. The wild, unspoiled
nature of the island charmed all in atten-
dance. The local population joined with us
to present a huge barbecue party

Astotheracing, the Coca Cola boat, with
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NUnder The Bwrid ge

an American and Chinese ¢
second leg. Next up: legs thr
along with an armful of enterta

All On Board For Final Fun

The third leg took place in the northern
part of Taipei, the main city of the Republic
of China (R.O.C.). In contrast with the previ-
ous weekend's weather, this time there was

too much wind. For safety’s sake, the race
committee mandated three sailors to a cata-
maran. The lone casualty was the Caesar

Park boat, which was destroyed Most fortu-
nately, the crew members were fine and
were g' ven a new boat

Iw org 7w‘g the FHC, we stuck to the

maxin \* st but not least.” The fourth and
fina cg was a long-distance race of 72
kilometers (45 miles)along the pristine north-
east coast. Althoughthe wind was not strong,
the sailors had a very good time. During this
seven-hour nonstop race, the committee
boat team kept % racers going by to» ng
fuoc anddrinkstothemasthe boats
Support was e\‘:ry\.'*ew The
Navy provided us with three small vessels
as escort/security boats. The Friendship
Yacht Club supplied a great, 47-foot sport
fishing yacht for the committee boat and a
supero 65-foot V.| P cruiser. The R.O.C
Sailing Association joined us on the last leg
eventwhile reporters and the press at
followed along on a 48-foot motorboat
hen the dust cleared frs:-place hon-
ors went to China Airline-Club Med, skip-
pered by the Dockstaders and their Hong
Kong Club mates, followed by International
Community Radio of Taiwan and Caesar
Park. Even as the race was ending, we
ealized we were hav w\g so much fun we’'d
have to do it again in spite of all the work,
effort and money it took
It's a good thing we made that decision in
our minds, because with over 10,000 people
and extensive media coverage at the final
beach party, people were already calling the
aison office to sign up for the next event!

A B;‘ivf ""liSiOl‘}_’ of

>ailing in Taiwan

Ironically, between 1949 and 1987 when
sailing activities in the Republic of China
languished under heavy restrictions, even
yachts stamped “Made in Taiwan” were
not allowed to sail in the area. The irony is
compounded by the fact that Taiwan was
named by Portuguese sailors who, awed
by the beauty of their new discovery, called
it Isla Formosa, the beautiful island.

Dr. Sun Yat Sen had created the Re-
public of China in 1911 after the fall of the
lastemperor. In 1949, when Mao Tse Tung
won the civil war and established the
People’s Republic of China, former leader
Chang Kai Shek fled to Taiwan, but he
didn’t do much sailing after he arrived.

After the civil war with communist China
ended and Martial Law lifted, some inhab-
itants thought water activities would quickly
flourish. Boating enthusiasts started to
make big projects.

However, old habits are hard to break,
and not sailing had been a habit for four
decades. Slowly but surely, water sports
and other outdoor recreational activities
are becoming more popular. As they gain
a higher standard of living and more dis-
posable income, the Taiwanese people
are beginning to include active recreation
in their lifestyles. With the advent of a five-
day work week, people now have time to
visit the beaches and go swimming.

The government and the Ministry of
Tourism are working closely with individu-
als and professional organizations to
develop tourism in Taiwan. The Environ-
mental Protection Agency is striving to
reduce pollution and improve quality of life
on this island of 21 million inhabitants that
has attained status as the 12th largest
trading nation in the world.

With lots of water, lots of people and
now a lot more leisure-time opportunities
on this beautiful island, Hobie Cats are the
ideal, environmentally correct way to
enjoy the great outdoors of Taiwan!
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to Win a Brand New Hobie 16/

REGISTRATION FEES
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MAJOR EVENTS

IN THIS SECTION

» Major Regattas
» Racer’s Edge

MAJOR REGATTAS

» Regatta Schedule
» Race Results
- NAHCA News

U.S. Sailing Alter Cup Jim Frederick (419) 898-0400

Put-In-Bay, OH
Hobie 20 National Championship Bonnie Hepburn (619) 758-9100 x604
St. Joseph, MI
Hobie 17/21 Nationals Rob Jerry (315) 437-4586
Oneida Lake, Syracuse, NY

(602) 299-0609

14/14T/18/SX-18 and 18 Women’s Ron Palmer
North American Championships

Puerto Penasco, Mexico
Hobie 16 Junior, 16 Women's and Scott Kee (512) 994-1816
16 National Championships Chuck Miller (512) 886-3930

Elaine Motl (512) 884-1265

Corpus Christi, TX
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The Portsmouth
Handicap System
Can Help You Come
Out Ahead

BY WICK SMITH

Think back to the time you took your first
Hobie out on the water. It probably was not
arace weekend. More than likely, you had
it out for a shakedown cruise at a local lake
or the beach. You were proud of your new
Cat and looked forward to putting it in
the water.

You sailed around for a while just get-
ting the feel of the boat. After 30 minutes or
S0, you decided to explore its speed poten-
tial. You began reaching back and forth
across the water and discovered a lot
was there.

About mid-afternoon, 10 and behold,
another boat pulled up beside you. You
snuck a glance at the skipper. He had a
look of fierce concentration on his face.
You sheeted in a little more just to get
rolling. He sheeted in a little more than you
and began to pull away. Your ego took
over, and the race was on!

This chance encounter lasted about a
minute. The one who began falling back
peeled away and sailed to another part of
the lake to lick his wounds and rationalize
that his rival had a bigger boat, more sail
area, a lighter crew, or his wife wasn't there
to tell him to slow that confounded boat
down and come to his senses.

The first three excuses could be leqiti-
mate reasons why one boat was faster than
the other. The fourth has nothing to do with
the configuration of your boat, but a lot to
do with whether you want to keep it (the
boat, not your wife). However, | digress.

THREE CATEGORIES OF RACES

Since the early days of sailboat racing,
equality (or lack of it) among boats has
been a major issue. There are generally
three categories of sailboatracing in which
you can participate today. Oneisthe “open
class,” also known as the “run what you
brung” category. This class is used in
some long-distance races and special
events. The rules stipulate a maximum
length and width, and anything you want
to do within those limitations is up to you.

Open class can be a very expensive
game to play, and out of reach for most
sailors. The most outlandish example was
the 1988 America’'s Cup race between
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New Zealand’s 130-foot monohull and the
United States catamaran, “Stars and
Stripes.”

The second category is “one design,” in
which classes have virtually identical boats.
Most class rules allow very few, if any,
changes to the boats other than what is
supplied by the manufacturer. If you have
enough boats of the same type to conduct
a meaningful race or series, this system
can't be beat.

Inaone-designrace, all boatsin a given
class start at the same time. Whoever
crosses the finish line first is the winner.
There is no guessing or waiting for results.
Hobie is the largest and best known one-
design multihull class in the world.

As our sport
evolves, we
must be
willing to
accept new
concepts. One
idea whose
time has come
is handicap
racing.

»)J”))))))

The third category is called “handicap
racing.” It is a combination of the first two.
This type of racing incorporates some sys-
tem of handicapping (rating) each boat so
all theoretically enjoy an equal chance of
winning. The system involves recording
the finishing time of all boats and adjusting
those times according to a known factor for
each class.

CATEGORICALLY, THE BEST

One-design racing is considered the
ideal form of sailboat racing in most circles.
It truly is @ measure of each skipper’'s and
crew’s ability, not the thickness of
their wallet.

Hobie Alter worked from the start to
ensure all Hobie Cats had strict class rules
to maintain the one-design concept to its
fullest extent. This principle is upheld and

remains quite evident in the International
Hobie Class Association rules.

The vast majority of Hobie Cat racing is
done at the one-design level. Hobie's sys-
tem of fleets, divisions and regions has
created a racing network that is second to
none. It is simple, relatively inexpensive
when compared to many other classes,
and a heck of a lot of fun. Sailors who have
raced Hobies for afew years have become
very comfortable with the style of racing at
these events.

As our sport evolves, however, we must
be willing to accept new concepts. One
idea whose time has come is handicap
racing. As the number of individual Hobie
Cat classes increases, and open multihull
events become more prevalent, the call for
handicap racing grows greater. Many sail-
ors are fearful of the change, in part due to
a lack of understanding of what handicap
racing is all about.

A LOOK AT RATINGS SYSTEMS

There are many different ratings sys-
tems in the sailing world. Among them are
IOR, MORC, PHRF and others. The afore-
mentioned systems are devised for large
monohulls and involve measuring many
aspects of each boat and establishing a
rating.

Some boats are designed specifically
to take advantage of these rules. As large
offshore and cruising multihulls have be-
come more popular, they have created
their own ratings within the PHRF system of
handicapping.

The Portsmouth yardstick is the stan-
dard used today for almost all small-boat
racing. Itis a derivative of a British system
designed to allow small, one-design
classes to race against one another on the
same course.

The Portsmouth yardstick is a “time-on-
time" system that uses an assigned num-
ber as a divisor to provide corrected time.
The corrected times are ranked to provide
corrected finish orders. The assigned num-
bers are maintained by our national gov-
erning body, the US Sailing Association.

PORTSMOUTH NUMBERS

Let's take a look at how the system
works. As stated in the US Sailing Ports-
mouth Handbook, “Portsmouth Numbers
are defined as the length of time boats
would take to sail a common but unspeci-
fied distance. For example, the distance a
boat rated at 80 could cover in 80 minutes
should be able to be covered in the same
race in 95 minutes by a boat rated at 95. In
deriving the numbers, boats have in al-
most all documented cases sailed on

HOBIE HOTLINE



Elapsed Corrected Finish Base
Class Rating  Time Time Position Hobie Class Rating Drifting  Light Fresh Strong
Hobie 16 ~ 80.0 47.3 59.13 . 1 14 86.0 945 89.7 858 815
Nacra5.2  79.3 47.1 59.39 z 14 Turbo 83.0 87.6 84.6 822 784
Prindle 18 LTS 48.1 62.06 3 16 77.5 84.0 80.0 75.9 799
17 74.0 79.7 76.7 738 688
17 Sport 725 78.6 74.8 725  66.7
18 & Magnum 72.0 78.1 74.1 712 667
Table 2 18 Formula 790 - 780 743 720  66.2
Wind Strength SX-18 71.0 77.0 735 7i0 653
20 Miracle 65.5 715 67.6 666  60.7
Cotegiory. Kooy Seeeniions 21 : 66.5 721 688 666 . B1.2
Drifting 03 Glassy tolight ripples £ SonCauber ) 630
Light 4-10 Wavelets with crests
beginning to break :
B e ir;gglw;?:ér:p\gaves wih * Not enough data points exist to offer meaningful wind
Strong  22andup Large waves, streaks of foam, velocity handicap factors.
dogs being blown off their chains

courses including the three basic sailing
angles: beating, reaching and running.
The numbers provide a direct compari-
son of the performance of different
classes.”

The formula used by the race commit-
tee is as follows:

CT = (ET + PN) x 100

CT= corrected time; ET = elapsed time
(actual time required to finish the race);
PN = Portsmouth number (rating number
for that particular class of boat). Although
the formula appears complicated, it be-
comes clear when applied to a specific
example.

A Hobie 16, Nacra 5.2 and Prindle 18
line up for a race in 8 knots of wind. The
race committee records the time from the
starting gun to the exact moment each
boat finishes. The Nacra finishes in 47.1
minutes, the Hobie in 47.3 minutes, and
the Prindle in 48.1 minutes. Without handi-
capping, the Nacra wins the race
because it finished in the least amount
of time.

Here is how the formula applies for
handicapping. A Hobie 16 has a rating of
80.0inthat breeze. Its CT (corrected time
for the race) would be (47.3/80.0)x100 =
59.13 minutes. See Table 1 for the rest of
the calculations.

Asyou can see from Table 1, the Hobie
wins! Although the Nacra was first actu-
ally to cross the finish line, with
handicapping it became second on
corrected time.

Table 2
INFLUENCE OF CONDITIONS

Many small, lightweight catamarans
dovery wellinlightwind conditions. When
the wind comes up, however, they cannot
performas well against larger, more stable
cats. For this reason, a different handicap
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number should be used for the many con-
trasting conditions. The Portsmouth yard-
stick accommodates this with variable
Portsmouth numbers for each class, based
on wind strength.

US Sailing has four additional Ports-
mouth numbers, called wind velocity handi-
cap factors, for each major class of boat, to
cover the four categories of wind strength.
They are: drifting, light, fresh and strong.
Table 2 shows the wind strengths and
conditions for each.

To determine the appropriate category,
US Sailing recommends the race commit-
tee take wind-strength measurements at
the beginning, mid-point and end of the
race. These three numbers should be aver-
aged to arrive at the category for that race.

The formulas are no more complicated
than using the base Portsmouth numbers
only. The committee simply applies a dif-
ferent rating number to all classes for that
race. Notice that in the hypothetical race
described above, we used the light cat-
egory, as there was an average of 8 knots
of wind during the race.

SOME CONTROVERSY EXISTS

The biggest complaint with handicap
racing is the inequity among classes in
varying wind conditions. It is in everyone’s
best interest for the race committee to use
the wind velocity handicap factors instead
of the base handicap number.

Check with the race committee prior to
an event or series to determine if it plans to
use the variable ratings. If not, encourage
the committee to do so.

| again quote from the Portsmouth Hand-
book: “The US Sailing Portsmouth Yard-
stickand Handicapping Systemis intended
to include the use of Wind Velocity Handi-
caps. All allowance modifications factors
are optional. Clubs may simplify the sys-
tem according to their needs but should be
aware that inequities can result.”

Table 3

HOBIE CAT BASE RATINGS

Table 3 lists the base ratings and wind
velocity handicap factors for all Hobie Cats.
The numbers are from the May 1994
listings published by US Sailing.

To highlight the impact of different
ratings used in varying wind strengths,
take a look at the Hobie 16's numbers. The
16 has a base rating of 77.5. Most yacht
clubs would use this number in all condi-
tions, though wind strengths generally re-
main below 10 knots in most races. This
number puts the 16 at a disadvantage in
the majority of races against some cata-
marans and virtually all monohulls!

DERIVATION OF THE NUMBERS

Many sailors wonder where US Sailing
gets the Portsmouth numbers for the
numerous classes it lists (well over 1,000
different boats). All numbers are generated
from results of races previously run and
turned into US Sailing by participating fleets
and clubs around the United States.

US Sailing requests that race organiz-
ers send a copy of boat classes, elapsed
time of the first-place boat for each class,
average wind velocity and average
number of boats in each class. Results in
which fleets are sent off at five-minute
intervals around the same course may be
combined.

The Portsmouth Numbers Committee
compiles this data from around the country
each winter to determine if each class
number is still valid relative to other boats.
The newer the class, the more apt the
number is to change. An established class
such as the Hobie 16 will see very little
change in its ratings.

If you wish to contest a particular handi-
cap, be sure to submit your race results to
US Sailing. You will gain a better case for
appealing a particular number.
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have 2 boats in one!!

Turn your old beach cat
into a great, smooth-riding

powerboat.
* Fiberglass Wild Thang unit
snaps on.
* Snap it off & you have your
sailboat back.
* Launch from beach with
cat-tracks.

*  Water-ski, fish, camp.....
P.O. Box 2060
Key Largo, FL 33037
305-451-3287
FAX 305-453-0255
(Dealer Inquiries Invited)

ummup.s.ﬁmmc.o.o.
~ Prices subject to change without notice
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A frequent question that comes up con-
cerns the application of class rules while
handicap racing against others not in your
class. Portsmouth numbers are developed
with the assumption that each class is
sailing according to its respective class
rules in regard to equipment, sails, crew
weight and boat weight.

OPENING THE REGATTA DOOR

There has been a movement over the
last few years for Hobie fleets to invite
other types of catama-
rans to their regattas, to
help boost registration.
Doing this can be awon-
derful way to increase

events and exposure for
our class. It does, how-
ever, introduce the con-
cept of multiple classes
racing against one an-
other.

For Hobie events
designated as pointsre-

gattas, the North Ameri- A« (( :]h(?il' rttag_attas. .
/ oing this can be

can Hobie Class
Association sets down
certain criteria that must
be met. All Hobie
classes must be scored
separately by one-
design class. The only
exception is if all boats
grouped together wish
to race as a handicap
fleet, with no dissenters. Also, the race
committee must be willing and able to
score them in this fashion.

Further criteria must be met for the non-
Hobie classes. They must share one start
(preferably the last). If they wish to be
scored by Portsmouth handicap, they must
supply one person on the committee boat
to record the times and perform the con-
versions, unless the race committee is
already equipped and willing to take on
the added scoring burden.

You may wish to attend an open-class
regatta on your Hobie Cat. Many sailing
groups running very successful events
would welcome you as a participant.

Typically, classes with five or more boats
race as a one-design class. Those with
fewer than five race together in a multihull
handicap class.

PORTSMOUTH WORKS FOR HOBIES

In the past, other handicapping sys-
tems were developed to accommodate
the unique characteristics of multihulls.
Some of these systems are still around, but
with US Sailing’s Multihull Council gaining
influence, more attention is being paid to
the multihull Portsmouth numbers and their
accuracy.

Most major groups support and use the
Portsmouth system. They have found it to be
quite good, despite its inherent limitations.

‘ f There has been a
participation in our N % movement over
\! the last few years
/ for Hobie fleets
to invite other but

| j catamarans to

Handicap racing has its place in many
areas of the United States, even for Hobie
Cats. Our fleet sizes in the past have been
large enoughto support “Hobie Only” events.
We still have the numbers to enjoy this
luxury, butinvolving other catamarans in our
events and attending openregattas broaden
our experience base considerably.

A good working knowledge of the Ports-
mouth handicapping system will help you
through your first open regatta. When rac-
ing inahandicap class, remember you are
racing the clock as well as other boats. If
you are behind, don't
give up. You may be
ahead of the others
on corrected time.

By the same token,
if you are leading a
race, push it to the
limit. You may be
aheadonthe course,
behind on
corrected time!

Sailors and race
committees looking
for more information
on scoring and/or a
complete copy of
Portsmouth numbers
for all classes should
contact US Sailing
at (401)849-5200 to
ask for the 1994
Portsmouth Yard-
stick Manual. The
priceis $14.95for US
Sailingmembers and
slightly more for non-members. The
manual has everything you need to get
started.

Good luck and good racing!

Racer's Edge would like to thank Darlene
Hobock, Paul Ulibarri and US Sailing for
their help in compiling information for this
article.

Stay tuned. In the next column, we will
discuss protest meetings and appeals. FK—

PFDs

USE THEM!
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HOBIE 18, 18SX
October 10 - 13 .

HOBIE 14, 14T, WOMEN'’S 18 : ~
October 14 - 16 =

Hobie

Fleet 66

Phoenix
LOCATION: Puerto Pefasco is located 210 miles RACES: All events are B.Y.O.B. (bring your own boat). For
south of both Phoenix and Tucson,Arizona. The site charter boats, please call the numbers listed below.

offers miles of sandy beach, a full-service RV Park, hotel
and restaurant on the shore of the Gulf of California
(known locally as the Sea of Cortez).

REGISTRATION: All competitors must pre-register by
September |, 1994 to avoid late fees. Registration will
include racing, lunches, welcome party, award banquet,
ACCOMMODATIONS: The Playa Bonita Hotel and trophies and shirts.

RV Park have full facilities for Hobie racers. Both are

located on the beach at the race site. Just be sure to say ~ Pre-Registration Late Registration

Hobie when you make your reservation. The Hotel is H-14% 14T*--- $125 H-14, 14T ------ $175
$55.00 per night. Call 011 52 6 383 2586. H-18, 18SX* -- $200 H-18, 18SX*--- $250
RV spaces are $13.00 per night, $78 per week, tents are ~ Women'’s* ----- $175 Women's* ------ $225

welcome. $20.00 deposit. Call 011 52 6 383 2596.

AIRTRAVEL: Phoenix Sky Harbor Airport is served by

all major airlines. Shuttle transportation can be arranged =~ For more information contact

for anyone who requests it. Rental cars are available at Ron Palmer, Tucson, (602) 299-0609 or
several agencies for use in Mexico. Ted Lindley, Phoenix, (602) 991-1065.

*15 boat minimum preregistration to hold event.

NORTH AMERICAN MULTI-BOAT CHAMPIONSHIP REGISTRATION FORM

Skipper Boat Shirt M L XL XXL
Street

City State Zip

Phone NAHCA #

Crew Shirt M L XL XXL

Mail to: North American Multi-Boat Championship
Ron Palmer, 4935 N Calle Esquina, Tucson, AZ 85718 USA
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HOBIE :

DIVISION 13 Duben saoldcen B . el

irk Regatta

DIVISION 14 - oot 18

DIVISION 15

"= === | JOIN US IN THE HobieLife

For information contact any
Division Chairman, Fleet Commodore or

INTERNATIONAL North American Hobie Class Association
 ocaron » Membership Services

e S 4935 N Calle Esquina

Tucson, AZ 85718

Phone (602) 299-0609 * Fax (602) 577-8486
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2. Parizeau/James 875 1. KemGrimald 3. Crober/Gerhardt 12.00 uhlbauer 36.00
HOBIE 14 PONTD 3. Heffernan/Bates 878 2 HeimanGaok 300 HOBIE 16A
e 4. Lindley/Lindley 1375 3. Wadlin® 800 LONGNECK REGATTA T OINTS
325 5 ThomasYoungerman R 3 MeserDaey 1200 FLEET 128, DIVISION 6 1. Phil Sanchez 4.25
PE— 6. MillerGrandbois DN & e 1700  CANYON LAKE, TX 2. Paul Camp 550
HURRICANE GULGH. 7 Mondragon'Searan 2000 '5; DemalLooney 1900 MAY 14-15, 1994 2 o 15.00
> lankins/Hankin: arc Jones 0
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/ o€ Lun
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5. Jenkins/Bainbridge 15.50 5. Ray %ay 16.00 5. Nina Farrell 19.00 8. Yurinak/Yurinak 2 2. Jeff Shope 8.00
6. Schafer/Cline 17 6. Prosser/Prosser 2000 O BrettWooos 2100 9 Bobwire Strohm 32 88 3. Michael Legge 8.75
7. Skidmore/Margetts 2100 [ Howel/Rameriez 2575 - Keith Ledbeter 2700 10. Piche/Echois 3600 & [FloydWnie 13.00
g Eoieny,.“Legpe 27.00 8. Mulay/Mulay 2800 HOBIE 178 11. Gremillion/Huesinger 35.00 g (D:Bvldexesnman 24.00
. DelLong/Endo 3300 .2 UphamfFisk 3300 HOBEWS POINTS 12. Johnson/Johnson 46.00 urt lffinge 24.00
10. Wadsworth/Gargill 2000 10 PalmerDelay 41.00 1. William Tripp 13. Bautista/Parrilla 47.00
11. Olson/Clark 4100 11 Roseberry/Roseberry 41.00 2. Pete Rudnick ggg 14. Koch/Campbell 50.00 HOBIE 14 POINTS
3. Edward Muns 11 1. Marlene Sassman
HOBIE18A POINTS  'HOBIE 18C 100 HoBIE17A POINTS 2. Ryan Sroff 800
e e POINTS HOBIE 16A POI 3. Bill Brook: 850
2. Mograwilii 300 1. Marshall/Hallaca 550 1. PorernGallag i ) Daphen Acquart £.25 R =8
icgraw/Lili 10.75 2 Raph Porter/Gallagher 425 2. David Koons 5
3. Parzeaw.James 1100 S 8 pkael Piette 10.75 2. Hess/Hess 9.00 3. PaulErb 14 o
4. Thomas/Youngerman 14.00 anks/Bomberg 1200 3. MacDonaldMacDonald 11 4. Walter Campbell o
8 pomaion : 4. SegerstromMacGregor 1275 4. Katzloosh 125 g 1400
Al R 2100 5 Chelimsky/Wynhoff 128 & T oen 14.00 sy Lindeman 16.00
. LndeyLndey o i 272 & Monagueliar ikp BB PoITS
Miller/ i msKy 27.00 7. T3 Miller/Arciers
8. MiecDovenocla 3100 8. Willoughby/Willoughby L e 2600 1. MilerAnderson 525
10. Techaikowsky Tschaik %% g e 3000 9. Apple/R - 2800 2. Whittington/Whittington 13,00
11, Daly/Towle ¥ owsky 3500 10. Tumer/Sensenbach 3500 10 L= Hen]‘ey 42.00 3. Drake/Yaresh 13.75
e s o R 37.00 11. Pasley/Pasley 3800 11 Saﬁ'k.:; 42.00 4. Kuc/Walzel 18.00
15 PhlisONd TS 4300 12, Bruchhauser/Bruchhauser 500 12 ovseftious 4500 5. SetaDrake 20.00
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The portable R MAST-CADDIE®

N HOoBIE

TAKE THE GUESS WORK OUT
OF TRANSPORTING
YOUR MAST

We have the ideal way to transport your
mast and boom Stern or bow interlocking
carriers clamp on securely and remove
easily. Available for all Hobies Made of
polypro, stainless. Safety tie not included
but recommended

:

- %

MIDWEST AQUATICS MURRAY'S MARINE DIST - é
8930 DEXTER-PINCKNEY or P.0. BOX 490

PINCKNEY, MI 48169 CARPINTERIA, CA 93013 '

(313) 426-4155 (805) 684-5446

.................. One YearWarranty ..............

STERN CADDIE BOW CADDIE
* MCCH Hobie 14 16 17 18 only $54 95 + MCCB witrailer bracket only $46 95

* MCCNR Hobie Sport only $54 95 *« MCCBX w/o trl bracket only $34 95

* MCCHM Hobie 20 only $56 95 * MCCBH21 Hobie 21 only $49 95
+ MCCH21 Hobie 21 only $79 95
SEE YOUR LOCAL DEALER or order direct
Shipped via UPS (No P.O. Box #'s please!)
+ COD (US only) IR
+ CHECK enclosed .
<VISA .MASTERCARD °"“°°"°

* Please indicate model(s) ordered

NAME __ i
ADDRESS ___ " N
o . __STATE____ 2P _____
Accountnumber -

@3y s
& BAT TRAX

beach dolly —

1. SO LIGHT — SO STRONG
You can lift a CAT TRAX over-
head with one hand — and you
can lift a catamaran over the
beach with a CAT TRAX.

Serving Catamaran Needs Since 1983

Yirtually

v NO Backorders
v NO Delays

v NO Uncertainty
v NO Surprises

v NO Excuses

The DIFFERENT Company with
Simply Better Products & Services

KISME MARINE ENGINEERING

(210) 659-4258
(Mon. thru Fri. - 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. - Central Time) e

e =iy
wmasaw/ 118 Millridge Road ¢ Universal City, Texas 78148 i/

2. BIG SLICK ATV TIRES
Super-wide, low-pressure tires
that float your boat on a
cushion of air. Sharp objects
won’t puncture them.

3. HEAVY DUTY ROLLER BEARINGS
20 high- densnyflastic rollers not

affected by sand or salt. They will
roll freely for years of service. ! ﬂ
: .

EVERY CATAMARAN IS A LIGHTWEIGHT WITH CAT TRAX!
— SAIEING IS LESS WORK AND MORE FUN —

STANDARD

GAT TRAX

8 ft. or 8’6" beam

GAT TRAX

with Cradles
$479 +ups  extra support for round hulls

TIGER TRAX - poLy wHEELS

— economical for firm beaches
$289 + ups — me bearings as CAT TRAX

s389 + UPS

* % % SEEYOUR CATAMARANDEALER * * %

Or Call 1-800-292-9777 For Information

FLORIDA SAILCRAFT, INC.
1601 NE 18th Avenue ¢ Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33305

HOBIE HOTLINE
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Let's Get
Started

Time To Get The
Junior Program Up
And Sailing

BY ALAN EGUSA
NAHCA 1ST VICE CHAIRPERSON

My first reaction to the idea of a Hobie
Cat junior sailing program was, “Sure! We
can give the juniors their own start in our
regattas.”

Most Hobie sailors would heartily agree.
However, after some thought, | realized
establishing junior starts was the last step,
not the first.

What is junior sailing, anyway? What are
its purpose, goals and reason for being?
From the perspective of the “big picture,”
Hobie junior sailing is a key way to nurture
and perpetuate our sport. It is the perfect
vehicle to pass on a lifestyle we enjoy and
love.

A junior sailing program consists of re-
cruiting large numbers of kids, teaching
them to sail in regularly scheduled classes
with certified instructors, and then letting
them decide for themselves whether they
like sailing enough to make it part of their
lives. Encouragement is fine, but kids can-
not be forced.

Historically, only five percent of partici-
pants in junior programs (or of the sailing
populationin general) becomeracers. Hard-
core types like me must always remind
themselves there is more to sailing than
racing

OPR IS OK BY NAHCA

Once we agree on the need for and
goals of a Hobie junior sailing program, the
question is, how do we do it? The NAHCA
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does not have massive amounts of money;
we hardly have any amount of money. Nei-
ther do we have the luxury of nation-wide
facilities, fleets of boats available for regu-
larly scheduled junior classes, or an army
of trained sailing instructors (yes, they have
to be taught how to teach).

We may not have these necessities, but
somebody does. So, I've been thinking
about using OPR. You've heard of using
OPM (other people’s money). OPR is other
people's resources. The key concept here
is symbiosis; “other people” (OP) will not
deal with us unless they enjoy a mutually
beneficial relationship.

Who are these OPs? The first group is
the United States Sailing Association
(USSA). It publishes the rule book we all
use, and also offers the best regatta insur-
ance my local Fleet 3 could find.

USSA does a lot of other things about
which most sailors in general, and Hobie
sailors in particular, are not aware. Among
the activities offered is a junior sailing pro-
gram.

USSA has the organizational know-how,
the books and printed materials, the in-
structor certification programs, and the
experience. It also is desperate for more
members. In the long run, | believe the
NAHCA and USSA need each other if both
are to survive and prosper.

The rest of the OPs are yacht clubs,
sailing associations, and county and mu-
nicipal parks and recreation departments.
All have existing facilities, and many al-
ready offer junior sailing programs. If they
do not, guess who is going to persuade
them to establish one!

Each Hobie fleet should investigate and
fully utilize the resources in its own geo-
graphical area. Yes, this has to be a grass-
roots sort of thing.

Remember the cry for self-determina-
tion? We and our sport will live by it, or die
for the lack of it.

MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL

Why should the local yacht club and/or
parks and recreation department let you in
on their action? They usually love (and
need) volunteers. Your local Hobie fleet
can help recruit kids into their junior pro-
grams. A percentage of these kids may
become yacht club members when they
grow up. (If they don't ever grow up, they
can join your Hobie fleet.)

Yacht clubs are looking at long-term
survival, too. Also, some of your fleet mem-
bers eventually may buy bigger boats and
join the yacht club, although it is our guess
(and hope) they will never forsake their fast
and fun Hobie Cat, either.

Most junior sailing programs use sev-
eral different kinds of dinghies. The type of

boat any given junior would be allowed to
sail would depend on his/her age, experi-
ence and skill level.

Hobie Cats are the hotrods of the dinghy
world and can be utilized as part of a junior
fleet reserved for older, more experienced
youth sailors. Graduating to a Hobie Cat
would become a status symbol among the
kids (and perhaps entice a few of them
eventually to buy a *hot rod Hobie" and join
your local fleet).

From the yacht club’s point of view,
Hobie Cats would add diversity to the junior
fleet. Used Hobie 14s or a new junior model
Hobie would be ideal.

Hobie fleets could hold fund-raisers to
help acquire these boats. Perhaps local
businesses would sponsor a boat for the
program if their company logo was embla-
zoned full-size on the mainsail. (Of course,
conservative yacht clubs may not go for
this, and | also am getting carried away
here.)

From the perspective of
the “bigpicture,” Hobie
junior sailing is a key
way to nurture and
perpetuate our sport. It
is the perfect vehicle to
pass on a lifestyle we
enjoy and love.

TOO LEGIT TO QUIT

Hobie Cats no longer are the mavericks
of the sailing world. We are finally accepted
as a legitimate class in most quarters; as
such, we must work toward becoming a
solid part of the sailing establishment. |
believe a Hobie junior sailing program will
help us accomplish this objective

Throughoutthe process of giving birth to
an exciting junior sailing program, the
NAHCA will function as a source of informa-
tion, guidance and encouragement. | per-
sonally will gather ideas, strategies and
methods for compilation under one cover
A guide filled with innovations, suggestions
and success stories would be a helpful tool
for local Hobie fleets in their efforts to estab-
lish individualized junior programs

Please send me any and all of yourideas
and case histories. My address is 856 12th
Court, Manhattan Beach, CA 90266. All
contributions and assistance will be greatly
appreciated

Thank you in advance for your participa-

tion. Now, let the fun and games begin! &

HOBIEHOTLINE



Sweet 16 And Never Been Cleated?

You'll beableto cleat and release from anywhere on your Hobie
16 with this all-in-one Low-profile Jib Block. The cleating
system mounts easily on the jib track, eliminating the sliding
block as well as the swivel cam cleats on the crossbar

#1075 With cammatic $60.00
#1076 Without cammatic $45.00

adapted our proven and popular Hobie 20 Miracle Tiller
or and Adjustment System for other Hobie Cats
rite has given you lots of great times: here's your
to reward it ... and you. Say goodbye forever
system slop and extend a quick (10-second assembly
disassembly!) welcome to this great upgrade

#1953

[
1<
=]
ji=
o

#H064 3 ‘ n $190.00
#HO70SP  3-i block with bracket; 7.1 $100.00
#H069SP  3-inch quad block; 8:1 $120.00

Increase the tempo and fun of your Hobie 16 with our H-16
Spinnaker Kit. You'll be up, up and away in no time with this
easy-to-install kitthat e ingspeedinany
wind condition. Show fast a Hobie 16
really is! The co

3/4-0z.rip-stop

nylon asymmetric spinnaker

Roaring 20°s Tram

The Hobie 16 One-piece Tramp is the answer to the problem
of lines and other items washing off the boat through the
trampoline lacing. The newly designed lace at the back of the
rear crossbar is the same used on the high-tech Hobie 20. A
closed lacing down the left sidebar offers you the convenience
of a one-piece tramp without sacrificing the frame stiffness of
a standard trampoline. All seams are heat-welded to provide
the superior strength and durability unattainable in a sewn
trampoline

#20970500  White vinyl $310.00
#20970510  Blue viny $335.00
#20970555

Black mesh ; $350.00
5311//[7[/ 5‘09[/6/

Wecall him “Hobie Bob,” because this roto-molded, lightweight
Mast Float is so sailor-friendly you'll want him along on every
sail. Hobie Bab fits all boats, displaces 60 pounds of water to
keep the mast from going full-turtle, and also acts as a great
masthead windvane. What more could you want — a quick
release for trailering? Bob’s got that, too!

#30113 $105.00
#20999000 e kit $350.00
#20999001 low spinnaker $500.00
#20999002 $500.00
(e ko 2 U)A oble [
ories are available from your Hobie dealer. Call 1-800-Hobie-43 Tl s—




Remember when

your parents told

you not to stay out
00 late ? _wmmmssomm

as you've got the power of Delco Voyager
batteries working for you.

Delco Voyager cranking batteries are
what you need to get you cranked up.
Delco Voyager deep-cycle batteries have
the reserve power to keep you going,
long after most other batteries give up.

So go ahead and have the time of your

life... with Delco Voyager batteries.
Just make sure you're not up past your

e R bedtime. Available at Kmart.

DELCO VOYAGER. IT’S LIKE BUYING TIME. (=B




