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BeetyT. The Ultimate.




Why settle for a sail box that only holds a sail, when you
can have a big one for just a little more money?

The Toy Box is large enough for sails, daggerboards, booms
rudder assemblies, and a lot of the other “stuff” you like to
carry (11" x 18" x 14" at the bucket end).

New durable three piece construction is tough enough to
stand on and is now “UPS shippable™!

Easy access from both ends through a sturdy roto molded
end closure (that doubles as a wash bucket), or a hinged
door at the front.

Ultra smooth snag-free interior; nothing for your sails to
get caught up on.

The SSI

1N0)

The Toy Box has drain channels to promote drying during
transport, while tight hatches keep water, dirt, and dust out.
The New Toy Box comes complete with ten stainless

steel screws and nuts; that’s all the hardware you'll need for
the simple assembly it requires. Hardware for attachment to
trailer also included.

The New SSI Toy Box is the one that features leak proof
joints. All joints are designed to include an overlap and
have neoprene sponge gasket seals on the bucket end and
hatch.

Trim your Toy Box to match your sails. Striping kits
available in current colors from $17.95.

Ask your Dealer for The SSI Toy Box.

Available in the West Murray’s Marine
through: 6389 B. Rose Lane
Carpinteria, CA-93013
(805) 684-8393

A Treasure Chest

for Sailing Toys,
and the Best Friend
Your Sails Ever
Had!

Sailing Systems, Inc.
4815 Amy Drive
Crystal Lake, H. 60014

(815) 455-4599
FAX (815) 455-9381




WHAT’S SO GOOD ABOUT
OUR ROLLER BEARINGS?
— Acetal plastic is proven best
for marine bearings.

— Sand & salt can’t hurt them.

— They will turn freely under
heavy loads even after
*FITS 8 FT. WIDE CATAMARANS years of rugged service.

HOBIE 21 GAT THRAX

— CUSTOM BUILT TO FIT THE HOBIE 21
— CAT CRADLES INCLUDED — $47900 + Frt. These new wheels are terrific!

They stand up tall under the 21
and carry it easily over pavement,
rocks or deep sand.

Take it easy — Get a CAT TRAX!

CAT CRADLES - %129%/Pair | TRAX HANDLE — 8 foot T-handle with roller

— Recommended for round | connector for easy single-handed loading — $98%
bottom hulls to distribute | AXLE EXTENDER — Adds 6” to length — $2900
— " weight. Made of form fitting Hobie 21 conversion — s4500

fiberglass, padded to protect | SAIL TRAX — Guides sail smoothly into track, easy
hulls. to install — $15% (including postage)

See your local HOBIE CAT Dealer for FLORIDA SAILCRAFT Products
or contact us:

FLORIDA SAILCRAFT, INC. AL AITH VISA OR MASITERCARD

1601 N.E. 18th AVENUE (305) 561-9777
FT. LAUDERDALE, FL 33305 6% FREIGHT — IN FLORIDA ADD 6% TAX
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The SSI three piece all purpose catamaran covers
offer absolute confidence of protection no matter
what the situation. It's the cover you’ll need
because it works both on and off the trailer, mast
up or mast down.

The hull covers are ideal for traveling because they
keep road dirt off the hulls, wet or dry. They reduce
stone damage, gelcoat fading, trampoline fading
and other damage caused by UV radiation and
pollution. Trampoline covers are not suitable for
trailering.

Our three piece covers feature zipper closures front,
center, and rear along the top and quick, easy
Velcro™ along the bottoms.

Want a one piece, easy to install storage cover?
They’re available too. Quicker and easier to install
than the three piece, they don't care if the mast is
up or down. They’re not suitable for trailering.

All of our covers are offered in good old fashioned
cotton canvas (it has superb UV resistance) or the
ultimate: acrylic canvas. Our acrylic canvas fabric is
guaranteed to last 5 years.

Pick the cover that fits your needs best. If you're
only concerned about hull damage while trailering
order hull covers separately. Trampoline covers are
also available separately.

QCovers

Manufactured and distributed by:

A<

Sailing Systems Inc.
4815 Amy Drive
Crystal Lake, IL 60014

(815) 455-4599
FAX 815-455-9381

Available in the west
through:

Murrays Marine

6389 B. Rose Lane
Carpinteria, CA 93013
(805) 684-8393



Nvovive?

Let us know six weeks in advance so

you won't miss an issue. Just attach
your mailing label and write out your
new address.

Attach Mailing Label Here.

New Address

City State Zpp

- Mail to: HOTLINE, P.0. Box 1008,

Oceanside CA 92054
11/88

" New Deaign! New Look!
Séme (neat Featunes!

© Spectacular photographs

@ Large format opens to 17” x 25"
« Big daily blocks allow generous writing space
@ All holidays clearly marked

@ Printed on heavy deluxe paper

« Spiral bound

© Pre-punched holes for easy hanging

= O Early!
t: az ‘ f ‘-za !
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The OK™
ARKEN® OPTION

Guaranteed lowest possible stack-up
for the “‘conventional” H-16 jib set-up.
Harken® racing blocks handle the
high loads at the traveler car, where
the line must turn and go to the cleat!
A must for serious skippers who prefer
the stock system. Works with any
traveler car trim system. ($49.95 pr.)

?Guaranteeﬂ lowest possible stack-up,
state of the art cleatless jib sheet con-
trol for the H-16. Easiest thing on the
market to use. Works great from any
position on the boat — all you do is
pull'! Works with any traveler car trim
system

ONNECTION

($225.95 pr.)

e
An up-graded tiller extension connector
that was REQUESTED by Hobie®

sailors. Good for all catamarans! Allows
you to firmly TIGHTEN-DOWN the bolt
through the crossbar which eliminates
“slop” and helps prevent accidental
loss. Gives improved “feel”. Only $5.95
for a 3-piece kit to up-grade what you
already have. $9.95 for a complete con-
nector as shown. Also available with a
fast pin attached with cable for

Fastest, lowest, easiest jib hook-up for
Hobie® 14Ts and 16s. A custom clew
clevis with two Harken® ball bearing
blocks and a deluxe fast pin. Nothing
to fumble, drop or lose. You can even
change your H-16 jib clew setting on

$24.95. the water! ($29.95 ea.)

) THETLC"

%) ONLY tiller connector that will

not bind in any position, and give you
positive, no-slop tiller response! A must
for all Hobie Cats® Satisfaction
guaranteed! ($39.95 pr)

LINE GRABBER"™

(not shown)
special marine Velcro® tape that
cts like an invisible “fence” to help
eep your lines on the trampoline
(Note: The technical adwisors at
Velcro® do not recommend their com-

halyards. ALL FEATURE HARKEN®
needs. Call or write,

Specia'ty Items (custom tailored, not shown)
Conventional main sheet block systems, jib traveler trim kits, and Aussi jib
RACING BLOCKS' We can meet your special

mon nylon, nor any of their current
self-sticking products for this par-
ticular application.) Easy to install or

Handle up to 7/16"

THE LTD OK-18"™

computer designed,

H-18,

blocks.

Cleatless, state of the art jib control for the
H-18 and H-18M. Guaranteed to work great from
any position on the boat! The very low profile —
cone shaped stand-up
spring, and optional bungee actuated block i

The conventional Oxen™
and other
blocks with beckets for attaching lines above the

remove. Effective. Over 7% of 1" wide
T
THE TRAVELER TAMER™ | KIT ot caly $7.85.
Consists of two replacement rollers for the ™
fairlead on top of the main traveler car on the THE KLEET
H-14, H-16 and H-17. These larger, ball bearing A2 d |
fairlead rollers greatly reduce trm line friction @ ; Ila tstalr;hess
line. Simple, two minute installation! (Rollers only) ermina 'pos with @
($8.20 or) Nyltite lined
- - center hole. Holds up to %" line or

bungee. KLEET™s also make excellent
repair  parts for broken “rudder
washers” used on the popular rudder
hold down system (they only replace
the plastic washers that catch the
bungee - the hold down system 1s NOT

N
¥

alignment system virtually eliminate “block- included). Unconditionally guaranteed
flop” found in all the other systems. to last as long as you own your boat!
($250.00 pr.) ($1.49/ea; $4.95/4; $9.95/10)
THE OXEN™ i
i Backok THE UPTIGHT

block jib set-up for the
catamarans — using Oxen™

s

A beautifully simple 3 piece tool set

($242 pr)
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THE RPM™ KIT

(Not shown)
fLock your rudders down the first time everytime! Developed to “save™ your down
lock cams, your rudder blades, and your patience! Includes 8 thick and 8 thin
spacer — 16 total washers that are 2"
locknuts. Excellent instructions and tune-up tips. A must for serious skippers

that permits one person to precisely
tighten cat trampoline lacing. No
clamps! Nothing to pull-on! Nothing to
maintain! And it fits easily in your tool
box! Should last a life time when used
as is intended. Introductory price
$14.95 direct from KISME

in diameter. — Plus 4 black aluminum

($6.95 kit)

B A R R R R R R R R R R e R
; THE IT"

A H-16 jib traveler car that is also a
mount for a swivel camcleat — BOTH
combined into one unit! Permits up-to-
uncleat action, straight-thru sheeting,
and super low stack-up. Inexpensive
up-grade for old and new boats. Uses
any traveler car trim system.
Rated to 300 pounds of load. The "IT"
cars alone are $26.95/pr.

The "ITs" equipped with standard
swivel plates, oversized stainless lined
bullseye fairleads, and Harken® #150
cleats are $85/pr.

CVR™ MAINSHEET

SYSTEMS
(CVR = Cleatless
Variable Ratio)

3 inch Havkeﬁ'

system

The easiest to use, and most versatile
Harken® /0xen block system you can
buy' Guaranteed to stack-up as low (or
lower) than what you now use!
Guaranteed to work equally well from
any position on your boat! The ratio
may be changed from 7/1 down to
whatever you need, as fast as you can
reposition a figure eight knot! Upgrade
what you have, or buy a complete new
system. Tailored to your needs and your
boat. Call or write

HE TRAVELER
TAMER™ Il

A heavy duty, swivel cam cleat moun-
ting plate with a ball bearing roller
fairlead for main sheet traveler control
on all Hobie Cats®Handles up to 7/16"
line. (Only $29.95 w/o cleats; $39.95
w/ Harken® 4200 Cleats; $51.95 with
Harken® #150 cleats.)

SEE YOUR FAVORITE DEALER
OR ORDER DIRECT

=~ g

1987 KISME, Inc
118 Millridge Rd., Universal City Texas 78148

(512) 659-4258

Prices Do Not Include Postage
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HOBIETORIAL

’Tis the Season for Santa and Safety

BY BONNIE HEPBURN

Season's greetings from all of us at the
HOTLINE! This holiday season is no differ-
ent from years past: We're working months
ahead of the calendar so that you get
timely information and articles. The
HOTLINE staff has had the fun of playing
Santa Claus while our readers were wrap-
ping up summer, not packages. One of the
surprise packages from us this issue is the
Christmas Gift Guide which starts on page
thirty-one.

In the our Gift Guide, you will find pages
of colorful, exciting ideas for your favorite
Hobie sailor's Christmas stocking, although
you may need some whopper stockings to
hold these great items! There is a wide
variety of gift suggestions; we've got some-
thing for everyone.

There are lots of other “packages” under
our Christmas tree. We've covered the
Americas Cup race and its impact on
catamaran sailing. We've covered the
excitement of the Hobie 17 World Champi-
onship. We've taken a look at another near
disaster on the water and included an
article about the Coast Guard with some
excellent ideas on how to stay out of
danger when you sail. We've got tips on
how to use a trapeze proficiently and
another article on skippers who sail from a
trapseat.

At Christmas, everyone gets some of
those practical gifts along with the frivolous
and fun ones. The HOTLINE wants to add
one very practical present to all the fancy,
fun ones wrapped up in this holiday issue:
a word about safety.

Safety is a state of mind. It is that quality
of forethought and pre-planning which per-
meates our activities, not just a last minute
check list that we glance at and dismiss.
When we think about youngsters sailing, or
older folks or the disabled, safety suddenly
seems very important. But safety is not a
special interest topic. Our concern for a
thirty-year-old, able-bodied sailor’s life
should be as high as our concern for a
fourteen-year-old's or a paraplegic’s.

We have taken a lot of heat from some
readers because we don't display personal
flotation devices (PFDs) in every pho-
tograph of every feature story or ad that
runs in the HOTLINE. At the same time,
other readers let us know that they want to
see the clothing, suits or boats we're featur-
ing, not the PFDs. And, of course, when
the racers don't wear PFDs, the photos that
accompany the race articles aren't going
to display any PFDs either. Pleasing all of
you is a real quandary, and one that seems
unsolvable, at that.

Let me say it again. Hobie Cat, the World
Hobie Class Association and the HOTLINE
are all EMPHATIC supporters of personal
safety. We believe in PFDs and we want
every one of you to wear one every time
you're on the water. We believe in following
all the rules and guidelines set up by our
legal authorities, and we urge you to go
further in protecting yourself and your
Hobie friends than the law requires.

Safety must be the first consideration of
every sailor, experienced and novice alike.
Owning a Hobie Cat is exciting, but it
should never be life endangering. Don'
challenge unfriendly or threatening
weather. Make sure everyone wears a
personal flotation device (PFD) at all times.
Avoid low electrical power lines both on the
water and on shore, and put that COMP-
TIP™mast tip on your boat now! Never
leave your boat after a capsize. Watch for
other boats in the water. Do not mix drink-
ing and sailing. Leave a float plan with
someone reliable so the proper authorities
can be contacted in case of emergency.

These may seem like somber thoughts
to leave you with at Christmas time, but if
we can give even one of you the gift of
health or life by a timely reminder, it will be
enough. Merry Christmas and safe Hobie
sailing.



CATHOUSE CHRISTMAS

re-GIFT IDEAS

UNDER $5

Cathouse Key = The Cool Tool = Only $3.95

Croakies = The Original Sunglass Eyestrap; Gooseneck Bearing Kit. .. ................ .. $4.99
AR BOIONS: i i e s e S R R $4.75 Trailer Clearance Lights = Submersible;

License Plate Frame = ‘Got It Up Lately?' Plastic . . . .$1.85 Red OPAMBRE: i osivvs s samsss v g e vl $3.95
Bullfrog Sunscreen = Waterproof. . .. ...... .....$3.95 Drain Plugs = Don't Leave Shore Without Them! . .pr. $3.60
Toll Talls=See The WInd sy cnes v §1.65 E-Z Rigg Tool =Ass't Colors ........ Xmas Special $4.99
Nylon Rudder Pins «Black OrWhite . . .. ....... pr. $4.50 Bottle Wetsuit = Keep It Cool. . . . . Xmas Special $4.99

UNDER $10 <] M

Sailing Shoes = Full sizes 6-12 = Special $9.95

Tramp Zip Pouches . . . 1 Y (11 FE— Lg. $9.99 Jib Batten Hinge = Never Get Hung Up Again . . . . . .. $6.25
Spare Tire Carrier eSS $9.95 Black Anodizing RepairKit. . . ................. $6.00
QuartzWatch ... ... .. G saii099.90 Tamp CIAMPE.. oo s mimysm R aeas $7.95
CatLube . . . S A B R $6.00 Hobie Cat Wallets « Blue w/H-18 picture . ......... $8.50

JE
\.cs’/‘@ ok o
=24 \#=——"Sailing Gloves * Telo Grip $21.95

UNDER $25

Beaver T-shirt Outrageous .................. $13.95 Thunderwear $22.95

Heavy Duty Trgmp Shock Cord Lace Kit Universal Righting System .................. $23.95

P bt $24.20 Porthole Bags. . .. ... .. 5"Cat$14.95 ... 5"Fat$19.95
T ILe Heavy Duty Trailer Nose Wheel . . . . .. Xmas Spec $24.95

=EverythingYouNeed . . ............ Xmas Spec $24.95 Solar Shower = 21 gallon $10.95

Rudder Covers=Red .............. XmasSpec$24.95 T T SRR oororromrrninrans '

Books: Catamaran Crewing . . . . . ...

Hobie Cat Sailing . . . . . . .. $17.00
Catamaran Racing .. ... ... $12.95
UNDER $50 S Sailing Boots = No-Zip $24.95
Butt Bucket » W/Buckle; Ass't Colors : $41.90 Zippered $36.95
Tramp Bag = 24" X 24" X 3" Deep; Red Or Blue $36.00 Kool Rak .. ..... ..Sm $30.00 . .. Lg $32.00

Rotary Watch = Never Be Late For The Start Again  $29.95 Ugg-Type Boots » Keeps The Toes Warm . . . ..$49.95

UNDER $100°

Deckskins = The original Foul Weather Suit. Women's/men’s XS-XL = $79.95

Cathouse Wetsuit = 2mm flex Farmer John; padded knees/butt; leg and relief zips; royal and navy

XS-XXL - : e e S R T IR S 3 $63.50
2 Freedom Harness = Crotchless Design . . . ..

FREE FREIGHT ON ALL ORDERS OVER $50.00 (tax not incl.) W thru F 10 am-6 pm (PST)
Call (619) 268-8864 or Write for Free Catalog Saturday10 am-5 pm

THE CATHOUSE = 9726-D Aero Drive = San Diego, CA 92123 Sunday 11am-4 pm

Send check, money order, Visa or MasterCard number with expiration date. CLOSED MONDAYS AND
Add $3.50 for postage and handling. California residents add 6.5% sales tax. TUESDAYS

Message phone after hours
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LETTERS

Never Too Late

I've been looking for the July/August
1987 issue of HOTLINE for over a year. |
hope I'm not too late to get one.

I love my HOTLINE subscription. Keep
up your great articles. | find every page of
the HOTLINE valuable. | read and re-read
it until | just about wear the ink off the
pages. Hulls up for your entire staff.

Gloria Traylor
Dayton, OH

We are always happy to provide back
issues of the HOTLINE to our readers. Just
use the handy order form found in most
issues of the Hotline or contact our sub-
scription department. If we have it, you'll
getit. -Ed.

Yes! For Personal
Flotation Devices

NO! | won' re-subscribe to a magazine
that, through the pictures in its ads and
feature articles, promotes the NON-USE of
PFDs.

Charles C. Woodard
Eagle, ID

The HOTLINE emphatically supports the
use of PFDs for all Hobie sailors and other
water sports enthusiasts. We continually
warn our readers that PFDs are essential
safety equipment and should be worn at
all times when they're on the water. Thanks
to the skill of our photographers, you can't
see the elaborate safety planning behind
our photo shoots, but believe me, it's
there. For more information on water
safety, see the Coast Guard article on
page 19 of this issue. -Ed.

Will the Controversy Ever
End?

| disclaim any responsibility for the first
paragraph of the article “Sail America's
Twin Hull Defense” in the July/August 1988
issue. It was added to the piece by the
HOTLINE staff during editing.

Brian Alexander
San Diego, CA

As we understand the law, the HOTLINE
has the right to edit articles that we com-
mission as we see fit, based on the
information at hand. HOTLINE stands by
the article and paragraph in question.
Obviously, writer Alexander doesn't. It
reminds us of “everything” that has gone
on related to the America’s Cup. Viva Le
Cats! (See our follow-up piece on the
America's Cup race on page 28.) -Ed.

Hobie 16 Salute

Three cheers for the wonderful com-
petitors who came to Scheveningen,
Holland for the Hobie 16 Worlds competi-
tion. Everyone exhibited very sporting
behavior, and because of this, we all had a
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lot of fun together. | understand some of
you may have taken photos of me on the
beach. If so, | would love to have copies as
amomento (at my expense, of course). |
look forward to future racing events with
these outstanding Hobie sailors.

Josss
Hobie Cat Holland

Redwood’s Revisited

We had the opportunity this summer to
drive Highway 101 from Oregon to San
Diego. It certainly surprised us to get home
justin time to read the Hot Spot article in
the HOTLINE about the area. (See “Sailing
Through the Redwoods”, September/
October 1988).

That article really caught my eye and |
must say that it is as beautiful a countryside
as your article described. In fact, my hus-
band and | plan to return in the fall for
further exploration and you can bet that
the information about Mendocino County
will be put to good use.

We never thought about using the
HOTLINE as a travel guide, but with the
Hot Spots in every issue, | guess we can.
That's a good value!

By the way, we noticed that there didn't
seem to be any Hobie sailors in the ocean
in northern California while we were visit-
ing. We did notice that the coast line is
really rocky, but would be interested in
hearing where you are sailing your Hobie
Cats besides in the Redwoods!

Jeanne Gustafson
Escondido, CA

Our Hot Spot feature is really great
because it comes right from our readers.
We do still pay twenty-five dollars for every
published entry. This month's Hot Spot is
on page 62. -Ed.

Compelling Sailors

| was browsing through a back issue of
the HOTLINE (January/February 1988)
and | reread the article about the Women's
16 National Championship at San Fran-
cisco. After reading that article, | feel
compelled to send this open letter with the
following message:

If any of those women who competed in
that event are looking for someone to salil
with them, | would be more than honored
to be asked to crew for one of them. My
sailing gloves are off to those ladies and
their skills as sailors.

Philip Adriance
Windsor, MA

Roses and Razzes for the
HOTLINE

| enjoy the HOTLINE. Everything else
stops when it comes until | read it. | like the
tips, pictures and race results. Keep up the
good work.

Richard A. Andrysik
Lincoln, NE

I think Baldwin's Corner is great! The
September/October cover is best of the
year.

Michael Hempel
Santa Rosa, CA

After sailing Hobies for about fifteen
years, | finally decided to attend a National
Championship. As | sail a Hobie 17 and the
event was being held in nearby New
Jersey, | packed my bags and headed
south to give it a try. My goal was to have a
Hobie time. The effort was worth it. The
event was well run and | had a fantastic
time. Due to work commitments, | had to
leave before the final rounds.

As | was not there for the end, | anxiously
waited for the event to be carried in the
HOTLINE. When the September/October
issue arrived, | could not wait to read the
article by Steve Gronka. Disappointment
quickly ruined my hopes of reading about
the races. | realize we need to plug the
sponsors and not everybody who gets
HOTLINE wants to read about racing, but |
do think that a National event should get
an article that talks about the people who
attended and worked hard. | hope | do not
sound too radical, but | also think the
article should mention the person who
won. All Gronka did was get you to print a
two-page advertisement for New Jersey; |
hope you charged him for advertising
space like you do the others. The only
thing he says about the race is to see the
race section. Atlast! | finally found out who
won.

In looking back over the events, | now
find this all rather amusing and ironic. The
northeast coast, particularly northern New
Jersey, has been plagued most of the
summer with closed beaches due to medi-
cal wastes being washed ashore. At least
Gronka supplied a number we can call to
see what beaches are clean enough to salil
at.

Ron Clark
Haddam, CT

We'll take our razzes along with our
roses! Mr. Clark’s points are well-taken and
we agree that this article missed the racing
news that should have been covered at the
17 Nationals. We didn't plan it that way! We
had been planning to highlight the racing
at the 17 Nationals for several months;
however, what we expected and what we
apparently communicated to the writer
were not the same thing. When articles
and press deadlines coincide, there isn't
much anyone can do except punt, but you
can be sure that we don't intend to let it
happen again! (See our coverage of the
first Hobie 17 World Championship on
page 38.) -Ed.
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DANGER

DANGER

Extreme caution must be
observed when
launching and sailing
near overhead wires. A
mast near a wire could
be fatal!

Northwest Passage

The HOTLINE has been keeping you posted on the progress
of our sailing friends, Jeff McInnis and Michael Beedell, in their
efforts to sail the Northwest Passage for the past three years. You
probably never believed the end would really come, but it has.
Congratulations Jeff and Michael for a stupendous and mind-
boggling feat! Other adventurers have attempted to sail the
Northwest Passage for centuries, including luminaries like John
Cabot, Henry Hudson and James Cook, and more people have
died trying than have died climbing Mt. Everest. All attempts to
traverse the passage in wind-powered craft have been futile; now
these two young Canadians have done it sailing an 18-foot Hobie
Cat. Among the first to hear of their accomplishment was Hobie
Cat.

“Polar Northwest Passage is complete! It took 100 days over a
three year period. Thanks to you for providing the best boat in the
world,” MclInnis reported by telephone. Mclnnis made his histor-
ical voyage in a specially constructed Hobie 18 catamaran
sailboat. Starting in July of 1986, the Hobie Cat was loaded with
camping equipment, food supplies and survival gear that would
support Mclnnis and Beedell in their historic three year undertak-
ing. In 1986, the journey began in Tuktoyaktuk, in the Northwest
Territories of Canada, and covered 1000 miles to Cambridge Bay.
The second 1000 miles, from Cambridge Bay to Cape Ann, were
sailed in the summer of 1987. The last leg, including the longest
open water crossing of the voyage, was completed this summer.

The first wind-powered voyage through the Northwest Pas-
sage has attracted significant attention outside of sailing circles
as well as among Hobie lovers. A television documentary is
currently being prepared for telecast in both the United States
and Canada. National Geographic has first rights to this exciting
story, but you can look forward to full coverage from HOTLINE in
the future. And since Jeff Mclinnis is a regular contributor of both
articles and photographs, you won' be able to lose track of him!

Congratulations, Jeff and Michael!

Even Hulls Must Breathe!

Every summer Hobie Cat receives warranty claims for failed
hulls that are not the fault of manufacturing, failures that should
never have happened! The culprit causing these failures is
asphyxiation, or lack of air. The hulls literally “die” because they
can not breathe the air they need to live.

"Ahal” you say, “This conclusively proves what I've always
suspected. Hobie hulls ARE alive. They go where they want to
go, do what they want to do and cause all kinds of trouble,
especially when tacking. At last, the truth is revealed.”

Not quite. The hulls are not alive when they leave the factory.
We inject no magic potion that makes your boat a living,
breathing mechanism with a mind of its own. You provide life
when you sail the boat to its maximum performance level. We all
know well the feeling of being alive with our boats as we fly over
the water.

Despite the fact that the hulls are not alive, they still must have
air. The hulls must breathe, or adjust, with changes in temperature
and atmospheric pressure. Without this ability, the hulls will either
explode or implode, causing all of us big problems.

To make sure that the hulls get enough air, the Hobie design
staff goes to great lengths to put air breathing holes into the hulls.
They cleverly make sure that the holes aren't clearly visible and
that they minimize water leakage into the hulls while sailing.
Sometimes the holes are put inside pylons or sleeves; sometimes
they're part of the access port; and, on some models, they're
under the front crossbars. Wherever the breathing holes are, they
are essential to the long term health of the huill.

NOVEMBEReDECEMBER 1988/13



m.E “IEFS — IV ALUMINUM TRAILERS PERMIT
; : TIRQA “M%X HOBIE® SAILORS MORE TIME TO
Despite our designers' most devious efforts to hide these air ENJOY THEIR BOATS AND LESS TIME
holes, there are some Hobie sailors who are definitely their match. MAINTAINING THEIR TRAILERS

Wherever the hole is located, they find it. When they find it, they
plug it. After all, who wants leaks, even small ones. Right?

WRONG! An out-of-warranty hull replacement is a lot worse i AL AU R P * Lightweight
than a leak, is more expensive and causes infinitely more grief e Strong
than a simple leak. Protect your hulls and protect your pocket- i it « Never Rusts
book. Please, please, don't plug those tiny holes Hobie puts into e Anodized
every hull: They help you put life into your Hobie hull! =M 18 Aetica nodize
Doug Campbell
Hobie Cat

Tighten Those Hobie 21 Diamond
Wires

The Hobie 21 diamond wires must be assembled snug-tight.
The 21 mast is long and heavily loaded and, if not supported by
the diamond wires, will break. Since the 21 mast is not covered
under warranty, it is extremely important that all 21 sailors TRAILEX aluminum trailers are also available for EXPORT.
understand the importance of tightening the diamond wire
turnbuckles and locknuts with a wrench to insure that the mast is

Our 25th Anniversary Year

secure. TRAILEX manufactures aluminum trailers for all Hobie models
“We can not overstate the importance of this cautionary TRAILEX also manufactures a lightweight aluminum trailer
warning,” Kim Kymlicka, catamaran product manager, stated. for transporting sailboards.

“The weight and length of the mast are critical factors on the 21.
Sailors can not run with the diamond wires loose without risking
serious consequences. After they have been tightened, the wires
should be examined periodically to make sure they stay tight”

In addition, Kymlicka cautions about other potential causes of
mast failure. The spreaders being back farther than the factory
allows is not only a potential cause of mast failure, but also class The Original Aluminum Trailer
illegal. When using a spinnaker, skippers must use positive mast
rotation control to prevent the mast from going out of column. 21
sailors should also watch out for over-rotation of the mast when
beating or on a close reach and counter-rotation after a tack or a
jibe as well.

A
As a final warning, Kymlicka notes that the 21 wings do not float S A I L RE PA I R ‘
and he recommends that they be tied to the hull to prevent losing
o
<

Ask your dealer about obtaining one of our aluminum
trailers for your Hobie Cat.®
Or contact TRAILEX for further information.
TRAILEX, INC.
Box H, 60 Industrial Park Drive, Canfield, Ohio 44406-0553, Phone (216) 533-6814

the wings in the event they work loose from the wing sockets.

A SAILMAKERS FOR 14 YEARS

Happy Bll’thday, Hobie Card ASJD HOBIE DEALERS FOR 12 ®§ =

When the Hobie Card program was presented a year ago, it CS,ZZSDVXV E.Nzij:f;.éz_uzmmope /
offered Hobie sailors and supporters the opportunity to join Coast AND BATTEN POCKET REPAIRS, (75 3/}}/,,
Catamaran in making a painless financial contribution to the THAMPOLINE ‘4"0:5- :TC‘ :3’5 \ o
World Hobie Class Association and the sport of sailing. Through B T G e "
Coast Catamaran's agreement with The Group Card to sponsor a INSURANCE ESTIMATES. [
not-for-profit affinity card for Hobie enthusiasts, you could get a 48 HOUR SERVICE AT @ l Q/ @
strong, benefit-packed MasterCard® which paid part of its earn- e B ey @ X <
ings directly back to the WHCA. CALL FOR QUOTE OR & 17 74} |

Atits first birthday, the Hobie Card program is going strong. see vour Hobie Cat iy L B8 @
Not only are our friends signing up for the Hobie Card, they're oR % DEALER 7 il |
paying their bills promptly. MasterCard has praised the WHCA HOLDER CUVE” S ﬂ
because there are no past due accounts among Hobie Card = / e
holders. In fact, this program is already operating on sound Hoble Cat ¢ 8
financial footing. That means a lot more than good credit ratings, X
too. It means money for the World Hobie Class Association. “Banana Peel”/ |\ |—<— (13)

The WHCA recently received its first share of the earnings from ‘-. .— =
these credit card accounts. As Coast Catamaran promised, ¢ 0 0 6’ S 1g , Y o
every dollar the WHCA receives from MasterCard, after - To———
expenses, goes to the direct support of Hobie sailing activities B s
and class association programs. Can you think of a better way to
support Hobie sailing? "Banana Peels" are designed to fit the r_m;s sncuqu by utxl:l}m deml_r;gszigcers

There are terrific bgenefits for card holders, including no annual :i;?mm;?x‘%e::{f:m‘ﬁmﬁ“ﬁ;}éﬁ Z,?em;sip
fee for two years; very competitive interests rates; carrier life e I In oo Al Eha Gniire DTl S o
insurance for airplane tickets purchased on the Hobie Card; cash T e R e b Cibs b
advances at over a hundred thousand locations; toll-free cus- Jiey dalbvecy fox apacinl colce, A1 celMed Geammla wITL B sIEOR IV
tomer support and much more. If you don't already have your B e i <2 St Vatie T inic a0 DUNE MSictiret Tts, Coribacky
Hobie Card, apply today. You'll find an application inserted et NOOKE SAILS %ﬁfsﬁttm‘f‘fi

between pages 32 and 33 of this month’s issue.
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HOBIE® HALTERS .

CAT EQUIP has been the leader in design and marketing of covers for
HOBIE® CATS since 1974. HOBIE® HALTERS are the smart way to
protect your HOBIE'S® value and safeguard your HOBIE® from
harmful untraviolet rays, inconsiderate birds, acid rain and polluted air.
You may choose from three different fabrics for most boats.

ACRILAN

Heavy duty blue acrilan canvas
with zippers bow and stern. Covers
are for storage mast up or down
as well as towable. 5 years

warranty.

Hobie 18 & 18 Magnum........ $439
Hobie 18 Mast Cover .......... $ 99
Hobie 18 Wing Covers (pair) ... .. $ 99
Hobie 17 Boat Cover .......... $399
Hobie 17 Mast Cover .......... $ 99
Hobie 17 Wing Covers (pair) . ... . $ 99
Hobie 16 Boat Cover .......... $389
Hobie 16 Mast Cover .......... $ 89
TECHNALON

Blue Technalon is the most water
repellant, breathable boat cover
available. Any moisture under the

Hobie 17 Wing Covers (pair) .. . .. $ 65
Hobie: 16 s aiayammiss $191
HODIE 14 1 6 ars.w:2 wisnwow wimms ot o 06 $160
POLY-COTTON

Mineral dyed 65% polyester/35%
cotton. Secured with velcro and
straps, cover can be used with the
mast up or down. Excellent sun
protection. 2 years warranty.

Not towable.

“Cover it
when you’re done
playing with it”

ORDER TOLL FREE
Monday thru Friday, 8:30-5:00 PST

In California Qutside California

1-800-231-4971 1-800-231-5180

NORTH COAST TARPAULIN WORKS
8282 MIRAMAR ROAD ¥
SAN DIEGO, CA 92126

Charge it! //
ad
%

cover quickly evaporates through Hobie 18/Magnum ............ $175 -} & & 1
the breathable fabric. 2 years Hobie: 17 s asnmmnammanmsnen $160 vl A
warranty. Not towable. Hobie 17 Wing Covers (pair) . . . . . $ 59 == Vi »!L;"“f_;%
Hobie 18/Magnum ............ BIEE T R E . asionen ey $152 | [I°@ Wi ~% >
Hoble 17 .« 5o sanins momsmsswins $199 HODIE 14 .0 000 w000 simiovn 060w 013 $127 ) = py ~f

MAST-CRADLE

—_—

SECURITY
FOR ALUMINUM
OR COMP TIP

THE BEST MAST
SUPPORT IS NOW
AVAILABLE FOR
YOUR HOBIE-18

CM7724H MAST CRADLE H-14,16,17
CM7724H8 MAST CRADLE HOBIE-18

$28.50

$31.95

(USE LINE OR BUNGEE TO SECURE MAST)
CA RESIDENTS ADD 6% SALES TAX

COFFEY MARINE
offey 320 EAST WALNUT AVE.
arine. ELSEGUNDO, CA 90245
(213) 640-8838

MAST-CADDIE®
HOBIE ° Py -

WE GUESSWORK OUT

THE
1!')A\'-K‘\gi\MIS\’(“\\'“!E YOUR

“AST is the ideal way to
transport your mast and boom. Stern and/or bow interlock-
ing carriers clamp on securely and remove easily. Fits all
Hobies. Made of polypro, brass or stainless. Safety tie not
included but recommended.

The AQUA-CADDIE holds coolers up to 10%x14% and also is great for weather
gear, etc. Crossbeam mounting helps keep basket out of water and eliminates deforming dolphin
striker as when wave hits striker mounted product. Cooler not included. Model for Hobie 18 (mast
mounted), all other cats; Holder 12, etc.

Mictisest .,W or
8930 DEXTER-PINCKNEY
PINCKNEY, M1 48169

MURRAYS MARINE DIST
P.O. BOX 490
CARPINTERIA, CA 93013
(805) 684-5446

(313) 426-4155 _ (California residents add 6'2% sales tax)
.............. One Year Warranty *-- " --rrertteeeee
0C.0.0.(U3. only) SEE YOUR LOCAL DEALER or andor direct:

[J Check Enclosed

) Master Charge SHIPPED IN USA VIA UPS

(no P.0. Box #'s please)

] Visa {(BankAmericard) N ame
AQUA-CADDIE
[J Hobie 18 $49.95 Af’d’ess
£1Other models $42.95 City
MAST-CADDIE State Zip
[ Stern Only $47.95
£1 Bow Only $44.95 Account

Indicate Model of Boat

Expiration Date
D Please Send1OMe 1 & Patent Pending *Aog. U.S. Pat. OF.

NOVEMBEReDECEMBER 19881/15



wonmeDEALERS

Hobie Dealers
Make sure you have plenty of HOTLINES

on hand. The most informative
catamaran publication available.

Hobie Sailors
latest HOTLINE at the Hobie Dealers
listed here.
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You can count on finding copies of the

HOTLINE

ARIZONA

Ship's Store

Tucson (602)795-4857
AUSTRALIA

Coast Catamaran Australia
Erino 61.43.891085
CALIFORNIA

Sallboats of Bokersfield
Bokersfield (805)322-9178
Murray's Marine

Corpinteric (805)684-5446
Hobie Sports Center

Dona Point (714)496-1251
Sailing Center

Friont (209)822-2666
Windy Salls

Mission Hills (818)365-453)

Sonto Borbora  (805)684-8393
Action Salling Center
Nowport Beach (714)645-2062
Marina Del Rey (213)827-2233
Inland Seiling Co.

Socramento (916)454-3966
Hoble Sports Center

Son Diego (619)483-6760
Wind and Sea Sports

Son Diego (619)268-4787
The Windline

Son Jose (408)436-0422
Wind Toys

Sonto Roso (707)542-7245
Watersports

Venturo (805)643-9463
CANADA

Sollcraft of Conodo

Quebec (514)694-6620
Sunburst Sollcraft
Edmonton Alberte

(403)484.7245
Peter's Adventure Sports
Regina, Sosk (306)522-5509
Northern Sall Works
Winnipeg. Monitobao (204)957
07720
Cotamarine, Inc.
Toronto, Eost Ontorio
(416)368-2287
COLORADO
Rocky Mountain Marine
Denver (303)399-2824
Chinook Sallboats
Pueblo (719)543-5355
CONNECTICUT

Candlewood East Salling
Center

Brookfield (203)775-2253
Windborne, Inc.
Milford (203)878-9204

New Englond Salls
Worehouse Point (203)623-1233
The Boat Locker
Westport
DELAWARE
Fairweather Marine

New Castle (302)834-8414

(203)259-7808

FLORIDA
Club Poradise
Key Biscoyne
Cycle Marine
Brodenton (813)758-3854
Daytona Yocht Sales

Doyfona Beach (904)255-3715
Playground Sails

Ft. Walton Beach (904)244-2722
Key Salling

Gulf Breeze (904)932-5520
Pensocolo Beach (904)934-3465
Surf and Sall, Inc.
Jocksonville (904)260-4226
Oceon Connection i, Inc.
Jensen Beach  ((305)334-1515

(305)361-2585

Tropical Sallboats

Key West (305)294-2696
Saolling Store

Orlondo (407)291-2345
Sondpiper Marine

Panoma City (904)234.0023

G ond R Sallboats
South Noples (813)793-2012

Action Sall and Sport Center
Polm Shores (407)242-2628

Wind Sport, Inc.

Miomi (305)651-6556
Windseekers, Inc.

Tompo (813)962-4092
The Cycle Shop

Tollohossee (904)576-6326
FRANCE

Hoble Cat Europe SA

Touvlon 33.9408.11.88
GEORGIA

Salling, Inc.

Smyrno (404)792.0462

Dunbar Salls, Inc.
§t. Simons Island (912)638-8573

HAWAII

Froome's Salling Co.

Kailve (808)261-2961
ILLINOIS

Carlyle Sall and Surf

8 se (618)526-4770

Marine Mart, Inc.

Downers Grove (312)968-6477
Adventure Sports

Rockford (815)654.2752
INDIANA

Doyne's Marine Service
Portoge (219)762-7622
Sallboats, Inc.

Westfield (317)896-5602
IOWA

Jim's Salling Center
West Des Moines (515)255-4307

KANSAS
Cand H Sallcraft
Chanute (316)431-6056

MHeritage Yachting Center
Overlond Park (913)649-6430
American Inland Yachts

Wichito (316)267-9271
MAINE

Sebago Hoble

North Windhom (207)892-4009
MEXICO

VelerosS.A. De C.V.

Mexico D.F (905)540-3047
MICHIGAN

The Weaothermark

Bay City (517)790-6117
Sall Ploce

Cedor Springs (616)696-0250
Empire Marine

Flint (313)733-2100
Summit Haus of Michigan
Jockson (517)787-7080
Sallboats, Inc.

Mt Clemens 313)468-6622
Hoble Sports Center

Richlond (616)629-4507
The Harbor Boat Shop
Traverse City (616)922-3020

MINNESOTA
HiTempo, Inc.
White Beor Loke (612)429-3333

Duluth Marine, Ltd.

Duluth (218)525-2176
MISSISSIPPI

Sea She 9 Salls

Long Be .ch (601)863-2826
NEVADA

Unlicorn Salling Center
Henderson (702)564-3700
NEW HAMPSHIRE
Wilderness Sall
Ambherst (603)673-4563
New Hampshire Hoble Cat
Secbrook (603)474-3661

NEW JERSEY

Cranford Boat and Cance
Cronford (201)272-6991
Boyview Marina

Ocean City (609)398-3049
South Shore Marina
Hewitt (201)728-1681

Hockenjos Boat Company
Loke Hopatcong (201)663-0024

NEW YORK
4 C's Salling Conter
Angole (716)549-5060

Slide and Glide Outfitters

Borneveld (315)896-2392
Northway Marine

Clifton Park (518)371-1252
Bellpat Marine

Eost Potchogue (516)286-8368
The Boat Store
Masscpequa
Boot Works
North Syrocuse (315)458-8523
Salling Center
Rochester

NEW ZEALAND

Performance Salleraft N
Tokopurna 596.925

NORTH CAROLINA
Skyland Salleraft

Arden (704)684-2296
Morsh's Surf-N-Sea

Atlantic Beach  (919)726-9046

(516)799-5968

(716)342.9580

Greenville (919)355-6680
Boats-For-Sall

Chorlotte (704)596-4533
Sallboats, LTD.

Greensboro (919)852-4433
Ships Store

Wilmington (919)256-4445
NORTH DAKOTA

Scheels Sporting Goods
Forgo (701)232-8903
OHIO

Salling Spirit

Peninsula (216)657-2030
Strictly Sall, Inc.

Cincinnati (513)984-1907
Dayton (513)984-1907
Atwood Loke Marina

Mineral City (216)364-4703
Salling Unlimited

Curtice (419)836-1028
OKLAHOMA

Tulsa Sallcraft

Tulsa (918)663-2881

OREGON
Windjammers West
Portland (503)289-9011

PENNSYLVANIA

John Wright Boats

W Consohocken (215)825-6610
Southampton (215)355-4120
Clews and Strowbridge
Frozer (215)644-3529
Wind and Water Boatworks
Butler (412)586-2030
PUERTO RICO

Valeria Carlbe Cat, Inc.

Isle Verde (809)727-4628

RHODE ISLAND
Megrews Boats

Charlestown (401)322-1150

SOUTH CAROLINA
Timeout's Salling Center

Mt. Pleasant (803)577-5979
Master's RV Conter

Greenwood (803)223-2267
Valk Sallboat Canter
Columbio (803)798-0550

The Salling and Ski
Connection

Myrtle Beach  (803)626-7245

TENNESSEE

Rooke Salls

Memphis (901)744-8500
TEXAS

The Sall and Ski Center
Austin (512)258-0733
Sallboat Shop

Austin (512)454-7171
Houston (713)645-5010
Sallboat Shop

San Antonio (512)657-2222
Triangle Windsports
Beaumont (409)722-0111
Spinnaker Marine, Inc.
Corpus Christi  (512)882-6575
Inland Sallboats

Dallas (214)350-8000
Ft. Worth Sall and Marine

Ft. Worth (817)732-2202
Gulf Coast Salling Center
Kemah (713)334-5505
Simpson's Sallboat Shop
Tyler (214)561-2810
UTAH

Utah Sall and Sport

Salt Loke City  (801)487-7952
VERMONT

Chlott Marine

Burlington (802)862-8383
VIRGINIA

Trall'N Sall

Richmond (804)262-793)

Trafton Marine
Virginia Beach (804)460-2238

WASHINGTON

Hoble Sports
Kirkland

Sports and Sall
Richland

Sports Creel
Spokane
WISCONSIN
Spitzer, Inc.
Middleton
WYOMING

Mountaln Sports
Cosper (307)266-1136

(206)827-8080

(509)735-8557

(509)924-2330

(608)831-7744

HOTLINE Circulation Department, PO. Box 1008, Oceanside, CA 92054 (619) 758-9100 x263
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THE NEW SAILOR

DICTIONARY

HULL

ABEAM Building a better sailing vocabulary helps all Hobie sailors communicate more
effectively with one another. This dictionary of sailing terms is the first of several clip-
and-save features we are planning for our coming issues. -Ed.

A

ABEAM: At right angles to the centerline of a boat.

ABOARD: On orin a boat; close to a boat.

AFT: Forward the stern.

AGROUND: With the hulls or centerboards touching the bottom.

ANCHOR: A device shaped to grip the bottom; it is secured to aline
from the boat to hold it in the desired position.

APPARENT WIND: The perceived wind direction on a moving boat.

ASTERN: Behind the stern of a boat.
AWASH: Immersed in water.

B

BATTENS: Thin wooden or plastic strips placed in a pocket in the
leech of a sail to help hold its form.

BEAM: The width of a boat at its widest point.

BEAM WIND: A wind that blows across the boat from side to side.

BEAT: To sail to windward

BEATING: Sailing against the wind or upwind.

BLANKETING: A tactical maneuver where one boat slows down its
competition by using its sails to block the competitors’ wind.

BLOCK: A nautical pulley

BOOM: The spar to which the foot of the sail is attached with lacing,
slides or a groove.

BOW: The forward end of a boat.

BRIDLE: Rope span with ends secured for the sheet block to ride
on.

BROACH: To spin out of control and capsize or come close to a
capsize; loss of steering.

BUOY: Any floating object anchored in one place to mark a position
or provide a mooring.

BURDENED VESSEL.: A boat required to keep clear of a vessel
holding the right-of-way.

C

CAN: A buoy, used to mark a channel, colored green or black and
given an odd number.

CAPSIZE: Totip over.

CARRY AWAY: To break or tear loose.

CAST OFF: To let go of a line when leaving the dock or mooring; to
ease sheets.

CENTERBOARD: A shaped blade attached to the underside of the
hull to give the boat lateral resistance when it is sailing to
windward.

CHAFE: To damage a line by rubbing.

CLEAT: A fitting used to secure a line under strain.

CLEW: The outer corner of a sail.

CLOSE-HAULED: The most windward point of sail, on which the
wind is at about 45 degrees.

CLOSE-WINDED: Describes a craft capable of sailing very close to
the wind.

COVERING: A tactical maneuver by the lead boat that consists of
staying between the trailing boat and the wind and/or the next
mark.

DOCK: The body of water in which the boat sits while tied up to a
float or pier (often used to mean the float or pier itself).

DOWNHAUL.: A line attached to the tack of the sail, used to trim the
draft forward.

DOWNWIND: An adjective describing an object further away from
the direction of the wind than another; sailing in the same
direction the wind is blowing.

DRAFT: The depth or fullness of a sail; the depth of the centerboard
in the water.

DRIFT: The leeway or movement sideways of a boat.

DRY SAILING: Keeping a boat out of water when not in use.

E
EASE: To let out.

F

FATHOM: A nautical measurement for the depth of water; one
fathom is equal to six feet.

FINISH LINE: An invisible line between the flag pole flying an
orange flag on the race committee signal boat and orange
inflatable buoy. The finish and starting line will both use the same
orange buoy, but the finish line will by the shorter of the two.

FLOAT: A floating platform, usually accessible from shore, to which
aboat is tied up when docked.

FOOT: The bottom length of a sail.

FORESAIL: A jib.

FOULED: Entangled or clogged.

FULL-AND-BY: Sailing as close to the wind as possible with all the
sails full.

FURL.: To fold or roll a sail on a boom and then secure it with sail ties.

G

GEAR: Any equipment pertaining to a sailboat.

GENOA: An overlapping foresail.

GOOSENECK: A device that secures the boom to the mast.

GROMMET: A metal ring fastened in a sail.

GROUND TACKLE: Anchor or other devices used to secure a boat
to her mooring.

GUDGEON: A fitting attached to a hull onto which the rudder is
inserted.

H

HALYARD: A line used to haul sails up and down the mast.

HARD ALEE: The command used in coming about to inform the crew
that the helm is being pushed to leeward, turning the boat into the
wind.

HEAD: The top of the sail.

HEAD TO WIND: With the bow headed into the wind and the sails
luffing.

HEADWAY: Motion forward.

HEAVE TO: To stop the boat by turning the bow to the wind and
holding it there. A boat stopped this way is “hove to.”

HEEL OR HEELED OVER: The angle that a boat tilts as the wind
pushes against its sails. If it heels too far, it capsizes.

HELM: The tiller or wheel mechanism by which the boat is steered.

HIKE: To lean over the side of a boat to help counterbalance heeling.

HOIST: The vertical edge of a sail; to haul aloft.

HULL: The main body of the boat. Catamarans have two hulls per
boat; monohulls have only one.
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INBOARD

|

INBOARD: Toward the centerline of the boat; mounted inside the hull.

IN IRONS: In the wind's eye and having lost all headway. A boat in
irons will not go off on either tack. Also called “in stays."

J

JIB: A triangular sail set forward of the mainmast.

JIBE: To change tack on a downwind course. A boat begins to jibe at
the moment when, with the wind aft, the foot of her mainsail crosses
her centerline. The boat completes the jibe when the mainsail fills in
on the new tack.

JIBSTAY: A wire supporting the mast to which the luff of the jib is
attached.

K
KNOT: A nautical unit of speed; 6,076 feet or one nautical mile per
hour.

L

LEECH: The after edge of a sail.

LEEWARD: Away from the wind.

LENGTH OVERALL (LOA): The overall length of the boat from bow to
stern including any permanent rigging such as bowsprits.

LINE: Nautical term for rope.

LIST: A leaning sideways due to excess weight on one side.

LUFF: The forward vertical edge of a sail. To alter course toward the
wind until the boat is head to wind. The flapping of a sail caused by
the boat being held head to wind.

M

MAINSAIL: The largest regular sail on a modern sailboat.

MAINSHEET: The line for controlling the main boom.

MAST: The vertical pole that holds the sail up.

MAST ROTATION CONTROL.: The control line on a catamaran for
turning the oval-shaped mast in line with the wind to reduce
windage.

MYLAR®: A clear plastic film that is laminated to sailcloth to make the
sails more durable.

N

NAUTICAL MILE: A nautical unit of distance equal to 1.15 statute
miles.

NUN: A buoy with a conical top, found on the starboard hand on
entering a channel and painted red. Nuns are numbered evenly.

0

OFFSHORE: Away from the shore.

OFF THE WIND: Sailing downwind or before the wind.

ON THE WIND: Sailing close-hauled.

OUTBOARD: Away from the centerline of the boat.

OUTHAUL: The line that pulls the mainsail away from the mast and
tightens the foot of the sail along the boom.

P

PAY OFF: To turn the bow away from the wind.

PINCH: To sail so close to the wind as to allow the sails to luff.

POINT: To head close to the wind.

PORT: The left side of a boat as one faces forward.

PORT TACK: A course with the wind coming from the port and the
sails trimmed on the starboard side.

PRIVILEGED VESSEL: The boat that has the right-of-way.

PROTEST: A complaint lodged by one competitor about a foul
committed by another competitor.

PROTEST COMMITTEE: The group appointed to hear disputes over
alleged racing rule fouls.

R

RACE COMMITTEE: The body responsible for running the races.
They set the course, position the starting line, hoist the starting
signals, fire the starting cannon and record the finish.

RACE COMMITTEE SIGNAL BOAT: The boat on the right side of the
starting line. The signals used for starting the race are made from
this boat.
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WORKING SAILS

RAKE: The angle of a boat's mast from the vertical.

REACH: Sailing with the wind blowing at approximately ninety
degrees over the side of the boat.

READY ABOUT: The command given to prepare for coming about.

REEF: To reduce the area of sail.

RIG: In general, a boat's upper works. To set up the spars and the
standing and running rigging of a sailboat.

RIGGING: The wires or lines used to adjust sails.

ROACH: The curve of the edge of the sail.

RUDDER: A flat piece of wood, metal or composite material fitted on
the stern of the boat.

RUNNING: Sailing with the wind coming over the back of the boat.

S

SECURE: To make safe.

SHACKLE: A U-shaped piece of iron or steel with eyes in the ends,
closed by a shackle pin.

SHEAVE: The wheel of a block pulley.

SHEET: A rope used for adjusting sails to different wind directions.

SHROUDS: Vertical wires that hold the mast upright.

SPINNAKER: A balloon-like sail used on a downwind course.

SPLICE: To join rope by tucking the strands together.

SPREADER: A support that runs across the beam of the boat and
holds the shrouds away from the mast.

SQUALL: A brief storm that arrives suddenly.

STANDING RIGGING: That part of a ship's rigging that is permanently
secured and not movable (stays, shrouds and spreaders).

STARBOARD: The right side of a boat as one faces forward.

STARBOARD TACK: A course with the wind coming from the
starboard and the sails trimmed on the port side.

STARTING LINE: An invisible line between the flag pole flying an
orange flag on the race committee signal boat and an orange.
inflatable buoy.

STAY: A wire used for supporting a mast fore-and-aft.

STERN: Nautical term for the back of the boat.

STOW: To put away.

T

TACK: The forward lower corner of a sail, where the luff and foot meet.
Any course on which the wind comes from either side of the boat.
To change course by passing into the wind.

TACKING DUEL: A racing tactic that occurs when the boat that is
ahead tries to maintain its lead by tacking whenever its opponent
does in order to stay between the trailing boat and the wind or the
next mark.

TACKLE: An arrangement of ropes and blocks to give a mechanical
advantage.

TELLTALES: Short lengths of material attached to sails that indicate
the wind flow on the surface of the sail.

TENDER: A small boat employed to go back and forth to the shore
from a larger boat. Heeling easily when close-hauled.

TILLER: Steering instrument that controls the rudder.

TRAVELER: A sliding fitting to which the mainsheet is attached,
keeping the boom in the same place as it is moved in and out.

TRIM: To adjust the sails. The position of the sails relative to the wind.

TUNING: The adjustment of a boat's rigging, sails and hull to the
proper balance to assure the best sailing performance.

TURNBUCKLE: A threaded link that pulls two eyes together, used for
setting up standing rigging.

TURNING MARK: A buoy on the race course.

UPWIND: Toward the wind, similar to windward.

v

VEER: A change of direction, as in the wind.

'}

WATERLINE: Animaginary line around the hull at the surface of the
water when the boat is on an even keel.

WEATHER: The state of the atmosphere at a certain time and place.

WINDWARD: Toward the wind, the opposite of leeward.

WORKING SAILS: The regular sails on a boat.



BY DICK BLOUNT

PHOTOS COURTESY OF
U.S. COAST GUARD

rope has wrapped itself

around the propeller of my

sailboat. | have no power,

and I'm drifting toward a

rock jetty!” That radio call
was the classic ending to my exciting day
of “routine” work on board Coast Guard
Cutter 373. “Always Prepared" is the motto
of the United States Coast Guard. Without
them nineteen people would die every day
in United States waters! In other words,
one life would needlessly perish every
seventy-five minutes without Coast Guard
intervention. Three hundred seventy per-
sons are assisted and over two and one-
half million dollars in property are saved.
The Coast Guard resolves one hundred
fifty-nine search and rescue missions
every single day.

These numbers reflect what the mem-
bers of the United States Coast Guard do
for us each day of the year as these
dedicated men and women risk their lives
daily trying to keep boaters safe. On any
given day, crews of the Coast Guard clean
up twenty-eight oil spills around the nation.
They board forty vessels for port safety
checks and inspect an additional sixty-
eight vessels. The incidence of explosions,
sinkings, deaths and injuries are reduced
because the Coast Guard is doing its job.

By the end of a routine day, the Coast
Guard has seized over five thousand
pounds of marijuana and twenty pounds
of cocaine with a street value of almost six
million. They put two drug smugglers a day
behind bars and two drug running vessels
a week into U.S. custody. Regrettably,
much media attention has recently been
focused on the government's Zero Toler-
ance policy, which requires the Coast
Guard to seize any vessel used in the
transportation of illegal drugs. Coast
Guard operations extend far beyond drug
enforcement.

The Coast Guard is a unigue organiza-
tion that operates fleets of ships, aircraft,
boats and shore stations. It is the smallest
of the five Armed Services of the United
States, originating back in 1790 when it
was part of the Treasury Department and
dedicated to “defending our nation's sov-
ereignty.” Today, it is the primary federal
agency entrusted with maritime law
enforcement authority.

The Coast Guard works in three primary
mission areas: Maritime Law Enforcement,
Maritime Safety and Defense Readiness.
Within this tight framework are twelve
major operating operations. They are: Aids
to Navigation; Boating Safety; Defense
Operations; Environmental Response; Ice
Operations; Law Enforcement; Marine
Inspection; Marine Licensing; Marine Sci-
ence; Port Safety and Security; Search
and Rescue; and Waterway Management.

Handling this giant workload is an
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active duty force of only 38,000 very dedi-
cated men and women. The Coast Guard
Reserve adds an additional 13,000 men
and women who train during peace time to
prepare for active duty in the event of war,
national emergency or natural disaster.

Forty thousand volunteers serve in the
Coast Guard Auxiliary. Most are boaters,
along with amateur radio operators. These
Auxiliaries do no-cost courtesy examina-
tions of your vessels, teach boating
courses and assist the active duty Coast
Guard during Search and Rescue Mis-
sions. The Auxiliary operates on their own
time, with a small gasoline allowance and
meal money as their only compensation.
These volunteers help us sail safely.

With all the things the Guard should be
doing, 65% of its time is spent in Search
and Rescue (SAR) Operations, looking for
lost and/or overdue mariners, people like
us who go out for a sail and end up in
trouble.
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“The vast majority of boaters who
require assistance fit into one of four cate-
gories: inexperienced, ill-equipped, over-
confident or unprepared,” Lieutenant JG
Mincher of the Point Bridge Coast Guard
Station points out. “The small remainder
are probably having bad luck. The most
dangerous condition aboard any vessel is
fire, and gasoline powered vessels warrant
more attention than diesel”

“The element of danger for small sail-
boats include weather, water temperature
and no means of communicating with
other boats or the shore,” Mincher adds
emphatically, “and a float plan is no good if
you dont follow it! A life jacket is no good if
it's not worn or is damaged! And a first aid
kit is worthless back in the trunk of the car”

Regrettably most of these SARs could
have been prevented. Prevention is sim-
ple, yet most of us don't wish to be
bothered by a friendly Auxiliary safety
inspection or a little pre-planning on our
own. The float plan Mincher referred to is a
simple Coast Guard form that gives vital
information about your sailing expedition. It
is to be completed and left with someone
reliable, like an immediate family member,
who can be counted on to be athome at a
specified time for a telephone check-in. If
you fail to report in as planned, the Coast
Guard can be alerted right away and will
have correct and detailed information
avalilable to locate you. A blank float plan
form is available from your local Coast
Guard station and should be used on
every sailing excursion.

Sometimes it seems as if we are our own
worst enemy in the safety arena. We go out
of our way to carry the minimum of sailing
gear and often the cheapest, as well.
Things such as maximum warmth and
durability give way to fashion and style. If
we do take safety gear aboard, it's either
not being worn, tied under the trampoline,
or stuffed inside a hull. We take it for
granted that the weather will stay calm, the
seas wont rise, that our boats will hold
together and that, as experienced sailors,
we are safe. Besides there is always some-
body out there that will rescue us, right?

Despite all our rationalizations, sailors do
get into trouble and need help. With over
2,300 vessels, several hundred aircraft,
and 1,200 shore-based stations, the Coast
Guard has many assets to draw on when
they are called into a situation. This
became very clear during a recent oppor-
tunity to watch the Coast Guard in action. |
reported to a shore station in Long Beach,
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California where | became an observer on
board the 41-foot cutter 373.

As so often happens with the Guard, the
crew was up most of the night because of
a distraught father and an overdue boat.
The father did not have a float plan, only
the information that his son was supposed
to call from King Harbor hours ago. The
other information available was sketchy:
He had a power boat, it might be blue in
color and he left Long Beach about eight
hours ago. Unfortunately, there are thou-
sands of boats that would answer to that
description in this area. The Coast Guard
established an SAR mission which
included several vessels, but they did not
find the missing blue boat. After a fruitless
search in the dark, the missing mariner
was found safe at a girlfriend’s house. He
had never ventured from Long Beach to
King Harbor; he simply neglected to tell his
worried father of the change in plans.

The men and women who risked their
lives looking for this individual in the middle
of the night still reported for duty the next
morning, although they hadn't had much
sleep. Our first mission of the day was to
simulate a zero visibility fog with a new
navigator, doing five knots and taking
sonar readings off of a Loran radar system.
This lets them monitor the flow of other
vessels in the area and gives them depth
readings as they go.

In the middle of this drill, a boat in
distress was spotted about one-half mile
off our port beam. The navigation drill was
immediately postponed, giving way to a
vessel in distress. As the cutter rushed to
the scene, our radio operator reported our
position. The radio information was then
passed on to a Coast Guard shore station
so the shore station could fill a void left by
our ship answering a call. Other shore
stations and Coast Guard vessels are con-
tacted and kept abreast of developing
situations; If another call comes in while
one cutter is being utilized, then the call
must be referred to the next closest ship.

As one might guess, the success of a
rescue mission depends on how quickly
the response time is. The faster the rescue
help gets to a vessel in distress, the greater
the likelihood of a successful rescue. The
longer people are in the water, the lower
the odds are for their survival.

There are literally hundreds of boats,
both power and sail, on the water on any
given day, but much to my surprise, the
boat in trouble this time was a Hobie 18 that
had demasted. There was only one person
on board and he was wearing only a life
jacket and a swimsuit. This man had not
duct taped his side shrouds for extra safety
and the clevis pin had worked its way out,
allowing the mast to fall down. Fortunately
he was not hurt.

We communicated to the Coast Guard
station the nature of the call and that a tow
back to the beach is needed for the broken
down cat. Fortunately for everyone
involved, an Auxiliary Coast Guard vessel
was available nearby. While the sailor
removed his sails for towing, the rescue

vessel was summoned to the area to tow
the craft about seven miles away to his
launching area. Another option available to
the Coast Guard was to radio for Commer-
cial Assistance, a professional towing
service much like AAA, except on the
water.

This rescue episode brings up several
important points, the first being the options
available to the Coast Guard vessel. They
can tow the craft in themselves, try to
locate an Auxiliary craft, or contact Com-
mercial Assistance. The Coast Guard does
have a policy they must follow when decid-
ing which type of assistance should be
rendered. It requires that they NOT inter-
fere with commercial enterprise because
this can usually translate to a large bill for
Commercial Assistance.

The second point it brings up is that
another distress call could come at any
time. Having a dedicated ship and crew
used as a tow truck is a tremendous waste
of taxpayers money and manpower. If a
really life threatening situation had come
up, the next closest vessel might not reach
the scene of an accident in time to help.

The question becomes this: Would you
rather have the Coast Guard tow boats up
and down the coast or be available to
respond to more pressing problems? This
is all the more reason to be aware of what
you do on shore with your boat before you
head out to sea; you may have saved
someone else’s life by not having the Coast
Guard rescue you.

As it turned out, the Hobie Cat skipper
got a free tow back thanks to the Auxiliary.
They do this out of a love and dedication to
sailing and boating. These volunteers work
without pay, year round, in all types of
weather. Boaters, as beneficiaries of their
efforts, should support their actions.

Just as our routine patrol returned to the
docks, a radio call came in. “Mayday,
Mayday! Need medical assistance on my
swordfishing boat. A woman has a very
bad head injury” Each Coast Guard vessel
has at least one Emergency Medical Tech-
nician (EMT) aboard. The vessel in distress
was within a mile of the Coast Guard
docks, and traveling at 35 knots.

On this particular day, we had two EMTs
aboard. In a matter of moments, they had
all the necessary gear on the upper deck
ready for the fishing boat. At the same
time, the other crew members had tied
buoys to the side of the ship in order to
protect both vessels from slamming
together. As soon as the vessels were
close, the EMTs jumped onto the deck of
the distressed craft. There was immediate
confusion, because the victim had a
severe hand injury, not a head injury. The
report of the head injury had been an error.

“Often times people in need of help
panic, give false information and greatly
enlarge the problem. It is very important to
give accurate concise information,” Petty
Officer Chierichetti explained later.

The woman was in shock and had to be
transported to a hospital by ambulance for
surgery on her hand. Here again, a heli-



copter could have been dispatched to the
scene because the initial mayday
reported a head injury. This would have
taken a helicopter away from its normal
patrolling sector.and stretched the Coast
Guards limited resources that much
further.

As the routine day continued, an alert
crewman spotted a power boat without
power and drifting into a rock jetty that
abutted a major tanker thoroughfare. A
small power skiff was sent to investigate
the situation. The skiff, equipped with two
70-horse engines, had to put a line on the
cabin cruiser and begin to slowly pull it
away from the dangerous rocks. If that
wasnt enough, a 700-foot tanker was now
heading down the same narrow corridor.
All sailors should know that all large, deep
draft vessels like tankers have the right of
way over any other vessel because they
cannot maneuver or stop to avoid small
craft. Rules of the road, as well as com-
monsense, require all small boats, sail or
power, to keep clear. It is foolish to even
think about crossing one's bow. When the
small skiff realized it could not pull the
cabin cruiser effectively, a larger cutter was
brought in to help. With quick work and
sharp boatsmanship, the two Coast Guard
vessels switched the tow ropes and pulled
the disabled craft out of harm's way.

In this particular rescue, the operator of
the cabin cruiser had run out of gas
because he didnt know how to switch from
one gas tank to another. His port tank was
full of gas, but he didn't know where the
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switch was to activate it. His lack of knowl-
edge on his own vessel could have cost
him his life

Whenever a boat is assisted by a Coast
Guard vessel, it is boarded and given a
safety examination. This is done to pro-
mote safe boating and help the operator
become more familiar with his craft. With
the multitude of gear on board, ranging
from fire fighting gear to medical equip-
ment, from air bags to bilge pumps and
weapons, any Coast Guard vessel is ready
no matter the problem. Combined with
dedicated professionalism, we are very
fortunate to have the Coast Guard looking
out for us.

Here are several recommendations for
safe sailing and a list of items that all sailors
should carry along. Keep in mind that if
you demast or have other equipment
failures, you might be at sea longer than
your planned day sail. Sail with other Hobie
Cats. The safety factor increases when
there is more than one boat with you. Think
before you go out and always plan ahead.

* High quality wetsuits, drysuits or sea-

suits for warmth.

A hat for protection from the sun.

Proper eye wear to fight off the glare.

Sun screen with a high PF factor.

Gloves to protect your hands from the

ropes.

Booties or other warm footwear.

* Paddle to fend off a rock or get back in.

e Whistle to hail other vessels in the area
or during fog.
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e Compass to locate your position in a
zero visibility situation.

* Life jackets should be worn at all times.

* Throwable cushion.

¢ Orange distress flag (black square and
ball on an orange background) and a
signal mirror.

* Flashlight.

e Extra line for towing, spare parts, and
tools for repairs.

o Waterproof first aid kit.

* Food and water.

Know your weather conditions. Because
some of the most treacherous weather
develops and moves towards you rapidly,
the best weather information is the most
up-to-the minute report. Thus, the most
valuable source of weather reports is the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) National Weather
Service. Newspapers, commercial radio
and television are most helpful for a long-
range overview, but should not be relied
on for up-to-the minute weather.

Several individuals at the Coast Guard
made special contributions to this article:
Chief W. A. Siems; Captain Cord; Com-
mander Hathaway; Lieutenant JG
Mincher; Chief Lewis; Petty Officer
Chierichetti; the 373 crew and the crew of
the Point Bridge station. Without their full
cooperation, | would not have been able to
share this story with you. For more informa-
tion on Boating Safety, contact your local
State Boating Official or Coast Guard
Director of Auxiliary. S¢_
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This is another one of those incredible
adventure stories that we seem to get month
after month. Hobie sailors are active and out on
the water, and as this article demonstrates,
even prior planning can not protect you from
every danger. We can not stress enough how
important it is for Hobie sailors, and all water
sports participants, to take the precautions
recommended by safety authorities. Thank
goodness this group did not experience a loss
of life; they could have. There are unhappy
endings.

Consider the recent news reports of the
novice cat sailor from Oregon who took off
across the Pacific Ocean to fulfill his life-long
dream of sailing the Pacific solo. A Japanese
fishing boat found his catamaran floating
aimlessly in the water about 2000 miles north
of Hawaii, his decomposing body inside. This
terrible ending could happen to anyone who
sails without every precaution possible. Don't
let it happen to you. -Ed.

On Friday July 1, 1988, a small group of
Hobie Cat enthusiasts converged on the
tiny fishing village of El Golfo de Santa
Clara, Mexico for a two day sail down the
Mexican Coast to Puerto Penasco. El Golfo
is at the northern end of the Gulf of Califor-
nia (the Sea of Cortez), near the mouth of
the Colorado River and the group’'s desti-
nation, Puerto Penasco (Rocky Point), is
about 65 straight-line miles down the
coast. The sail would be one way with an
overnight camp-out on the beach at the
halfway point.

Obviously an undertaking like this
requires a lot of consideration and plan-
ning. A chase boat, safety equipment, food
and water, spare parts, overnight camping
and perhaps the biggest logistical hurdle,
the 260 mile shuttle of the boat trailers from
El Golfo to Puerto Penasco, would all have
to be taken into consideration.

Somehow or other we managed to work
out the details and on Saturday morning,
July 2nd, two sixteens and four eighteens
were ready to set sail for the 'Big Ocean
Cruise of 1988

The first day of sailing was outstanding.
We left the beach about 8:30 a.m. ona 10
to 12 knot breeze with mild seas. We sailed
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out about a half mile and saw our vehicles
and trailers leave the beach to start their six
hour land trip to our destination. After
another mile or so we tacked to starboard
and sailed close-hauled toward Puerto
Penasco.

We sailed within easy sight of shore,
stayed close together and beached about
every two hours. It was such a great sailing
day that there was some discussion about
foregoing the overnight beach camping
and sailing all the way to Puerto Penasco.
However, by the time our halfway mark,
the lighthouse on the northwest shore of
the Bahia de Adair, came into view, we
were ready to beach and make camp for
the night.

Camping was primitive at best. Most of
us had extensive backpacking experience
and it really paid big dividends. Soon after
we came ashore we made radio contact
with the chase boat crew at Cholla Bay,
near Puerto Penasco, gave them our loca-
tion and told them we were okay. Through
an unfortunate accident the hand-held
VHF radio got wet and ceased to operate.
That was to be our first and last radio
transmission.

By the time the sun set, the wind had
dropped off to aimost nothing and every-
one shortly fell into a sound sleep. About
midnight the wind picked up and steadily
built. By about 4:00 a.m. the wind was
blowing 25 knots, the surf was pounding
and a thunderstorm, complete with light-
ning was looming in the direction of Puerto
Penasco. It was scary!

Our alternatives were to sit out the storm
on the beach Sunday and hope we could
sail again Monday or to sail away from the
storm back to El Golfo. The second alter-
native didn't offer much since our vehicles
and trailers had long since left. | don't think
anyone slept the rest of that night. There
we were: six Hobies, twelve people, limited
food and water on a deserted beach in
Mexico, a thunderstorm closing in and no
method to communicate with the outside
world. Our prospects really were alarming.

About 5:00 a.m., when it started to get
light, the wind was howling and high tide
made the surf even more ominous than
before. As it became lighter we could see
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that our most serious concern, the thun-
derstorm, had skirted us and clear skies
were visible toward our destination. We
had a brief discussion on the beach with
no dissension, and the decision was made
to sail. It was a real Hobie Day!

After we readied our boats to sail, we got
a practical lesson in how fast the tide can
move over a shallow beach and how
heavy our boats were with the extra gear.
I'm sure it looked like a Chinese fire drill. By
the time we had carried the sixth boat
across the coral to the water's edge, it was
time to go back and get the first one again.
Somehow we made it.

We all agreed that we would do a better
job of staying close together today in the
event that someone flipped and that the
two 16s would lead and set the pace. Sure
enough, about half a mile off shore, just
after the first tack, one of the 16s flipped
and went turtle. Within a short period of
time they were up and on their way. We
learned later that the mast hit bottom and
was seriously bent. The waves were awe-
some. They were breaking at the top and
there was foam in between the crests.

We sailed very conservatively after that
initial capsize. Typically in wind and waves
like we had, we would be trying to get
airborne, but not this trip! We were pinch-
ing up to the wave crests and trying to slide
down the other side keeping both hulls in
the water. | misjudged several waves and
slammed down pretty hard. Our Hobie 18
took some real hits.

Not only were we challenged by the
wind and waves, but on Sunday’s sail we
could not go ashore. Because of the shal-
low water in the bay and the fact that the
tide was still going out, we would have to
skirt the bay and sail non-stop out of land
sight to Puerto Penasco.

About an hour and a half after the first 16
went over, the other 16 capsized. We all
converged on the turtled boat and they
were back up in a relatively short period of
time considering the conditions.

We had along way to go and | was
becoming very concerned for the welfare
of the group and whether our boat would
stay together.

Then it happened! One of the 18s was



over! Again we all grouped around the
capsized boat and evaluated the situation.
| waved the two 16s on as well as one of
the 18s and said we would catch up. | saw
the 18 flip, it looked pretty routine and |
thought wed have it up and be on our way
in a matter of minutes. Was | wrong!

After about a half hour of the skipper
and crew trying to right the boat and the
remaining two 18s circling, shouting sug-
gestions and giving moral support, we
decided extra weight might be helpful.
After the crew of the other 18 got aboard to
help, they noticed that the mast was sepa-
rated from the front crossbar by about 9
inches, dangling under the boat! The fore-
stay and both side shrouds were intact.
How could this be?

Perhaps this mast also hit bottom and
the force of the waves bent it, damaging it
enough to take on water. In any event, the
boat could not be righted with a mast full of
water. It was decided to disconnect a
shroud from the chain plate and right the
hulls independent of the mast. After the
hulls were righted we could secure the
mast, boom and sails, and tow the dis-
abled boat to our destination.

While the three people on the turtled
boat disconnected the shroud, we sailed
our boat in close and tied off a line to assist
in righting. The five of us struggled with the
situation for more than an hour while the
other 18 sailed single-handed.

The skipper on the single-handed boat
had his hands full keeping the colored side
up, while the five of us with trouble on our
hands were getting very seasick bobbing
like corks.

We had logged about two hours in the
attempt of righting the 18. We were tired
and weren't getting even close to getting
the hulls over. Perhaps it was the extra
weight of camping gear and drinking
water in the hulls; perhaps the hulls had
taken on too much sea water. Maybe the
righting process is aided more by an air
tight mast than we give it credit. Anyway, a
tough decision had to be made.

At that moment my worst fear was real-
ized: we had concentrated so hard on
righting the boat we had lost track of the
single-handed boat! He was nowhere in
sight! A hundred horror stories flashed
through my mind. Only moments passed
until he was spotted, but it seemed an
eternity. What a relief; he was okay! At that
point we got the signal from the skipper of
the turtled boat to pick them up. I'm sure
that it was a very difficult decision to come
to grips with. The phrase “Abandon Ship”
has never been popular with sailors
throughout history.

As we came along side the capsized
boat, we noticed some uncharacteristic
behavior by the crew as she came on
board. This usually conversant, athletic
and jovial person was lying silently on our
trampoline in the fetal position. My wife
immediately started rubbing the legs and
arms of our ailing friend as | got underway.
The ordeal of trying to right the boat had
taken its toll.

. . we noticed some uncharac-
teristic behavior by the crew
as she came on board. This
usually conversant, athletic
and jovial person was lying
silently on our trampoline in
the fetal position.

Hypothermia is usually associated with
colder times of year, but this was the 4th of
July on the 31st parallel. The University of
Arizona in Tucson documents the July
average sea and air temperatures at 84 in
the Sea of Cortez. It had to be right at 100
in the shade during our sail. Exhaustion,
nausea and high winds caused a lowering
of the victim's body temperature and nearly
disabled her. After warming her body and
drinking some fresh water she recovered
quickly. By that time the skipper of the
abandoned boat was on board the other
18.

I'm sure everyone reading this has seen
aturtled 18. This one was quite different. |
had a real bizarre feeling as we sailed
away, three on each boat, sort of unnatural.
The right decision had been made. We
didnt look back.

Our boat sailed a little better with a little
more crew weight. We sailed on in silence,
close hauled on starboard for about two
hours until Black Mountain, near Cholla
Bay, came into view. At last a meaningful
landmark, the three of us gave a sigh of
relief and | could feel a more relaxed
atmosphere on our boat.

We sailed until the mountain at Puerto
Penasco (Rocky Point) could be easily
identified and tacked to port in order to
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clear Pelican Point at Cholla Bay. After
about a half hour we tacked one more time
to starboard and took the layline to Puerto
Penasco still about six miles away.

Simultaneously the three of us com-
mented that the wind and waves had
subsided considerably. Momentarily we
reflected on the events of the morning
trying to right the boat. Maybe if sea
conditions were like this we would have
had a better chance.

As we sailed past Pelican Point the two
16s and other 18 converged with us. Boy,
were we glad and relieved to see them!

There was quite a contingent of cata-
maran sailors staying at the R.V. park at
Puerto Penasco for the long 4th of July
weekend and they sailed out to meet us.
Our final destination was actually the
beach at Playa Bonita R.V. Park.

This area was quite familiar to all of us as
two Division 2 points regattas are held
there each year. Phoenix Fleet 66's Ides of
March and Tucson Fleet 514's Assault on
Rocky Point; plus the Arizona State Cham-
pionship Regatta and several other races
are all held at this site.

I've beached there many times before,
but I'l never forget the feeling | had this
time. It will never be the same. What a
reception we got from our friends and
fellow Fleet members. We spent the next
hour or so hugging, shaking hands and
swapping stories! It was great and it's all on
video tape. We made it!

Many people contributed to the success
of this event, too many to mention; how-
ever, special recognition and my personal
thanks go to Ron Palmer for his extraordi-
nary dedication to the project. Other
skippers and crew on this hazardous voy-
age were Paul Ashley and Jenny Hankins
(age 14), Fleet 66, Hobie 16; Brian Cum-
mings and Denise Grenier, Fleet 514,
Hobie 18; Rick and Linda Hankins, Fleet
66, Hobie 18; Bruce Miller and Rick Kill-
ebrew, Fleet 66, Hobie 18; Ron Paimer and
Loretta Peto, Fleet 514, Hobie 18; Dean
and Diane Zimmerman, Fleet 514, Hobie
16. A
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Throughout the preparation for this article,
we were struck by the need to change our
thinking about who sails Hobie Cats. It is not
remarkable that people with physical handicaps
can sail; it is remarkable that able-bodied sailors
have had such a narrow view of athletics and
competence in our sport. Thanks to Mike
Strahle for bringing the achievements of yet
aEnéJther class of Hobie sailors to our attention.

‘m not a cripple. 'm a sailor” Those

are the words of Mike Strahle, the

inventor of Trapseats for Hobie 16s.

(See “This is Handicapped?" in the

November/December 1987
HOTLINE.) Mike Strahle, after surviving a
broken neck, designed the seats in order
to get himself back on his Hobie 16 and
back into racing. Since then, Mike has
coordinated a new racing class, the Hobie
16/Trapseat class, in which disabled racers
from around the world can compete
against each other in their own class. The
World Hobie Class Association has now
officially recognized the new Hobie 16/
Trapseat class and is working with Mike to
help promote handicapped sailing.

The first Trapseat class event ever held
took place during the 24th annual Whis-
keytown Regatta, near Redding, California.
There were four boats entered in the event
which turned out to be run in heavy wind
and rain both days. The wind was so
strong that a third person had to be added
to each boat for ballast. When it was all
over, Mike Strahle sailed away with first
place and Dave Felter took second. Fleet
537 “Twisted Skippers” of Whiskeytown
Lake, is the only fleet in the country that
has enough Hobie 16/Trapseat boats to
hold a Trapseat class during fleet races.
Mike Strahle would like to see other fleets
promoting handicapped racing in order to
get disabled people out of the house for
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some funin the sun.

There was another Hobie 16/Trapseat
class race held during the ProSail San
Diego Classic in which disabled racers
from around the nation came to compete.
John Lancaster, executive director of the
National Ocean Access Project, flew Tom
Banks out from Rhode Island and Greg
Jacob from Seattle, Washington to race.
There to join them was John Rossduggan
of Orlando, Florida, who had support from
Doug Campbell of Hobie Cat, and also
Mike Strahle, along with Dave Felter who
also showed up to race from Redding,
California. Mike and Dave were sponsored
by Sailing Accessories Inc. which also
supplied all of the Trapseats for the event.
Thanks also to Jim Stewart of Hobie Cat
who made sure that there were enough
boats to go around.

As at the Whiskeytown Regatta, a third
person per boat was needed for ballast to
help keep the disabled skipper out of the
water while on the low side. Even with all
the extra weight on board, Mike said, “We
still passed a lot of B & C racers who
started ahead of us.” After the first day,
Mike Strahle and his crew were in first
place, but they were edged into second by
a quarter of a point by John Rossduggan
and his crew after being side-by-side on
the finish of the last race.

In late August of next year, there will be
the first ever Hobie Nationals for disabled
racers from around the country to compete
in. Three racers from Vancouver, BC will
also be there and Mike Strahle has left the
event open to disabled racers from around
the world. This event will be held on Whis-
keytown Lake near Redding, California.
Because of the warm weather and light
wind, Whiskeytown Lake makes an ideal
spot for the Hobie 16 Trapseat Open
Nationals. Disabled racers interested in
competing can get more information on
entry forms and Trapseats to practice on
by contacting: Sailing Accessories Inc.,
2712 Irwin Road, Redding, California
96002 or calling (916) 221-7197.

Handicapped racing isn't the only thing
that has been going on. In fact, Steve
Tarasar of Fleet 61 has donated a Hobie 16
to the rehabilitation department of Craig
Hospital in Englewood, Colorado. Doug
Campbell of Hobie Cat funded a set of
Trapseats from Sailing Accessories to go
with the Hobie, which gave the recreation
department a complete setup for handi-
capped sailing. The patients at Craig
Hospital had a great time at their water
festival on July 2, 1988 at Cherry Creek
Reservoir where they enjoyed a day of
sailing and swimming. The local paper
printed a story on the event headlined: “A
Precious Gift; A Rare Day in the Sun.” It
was a day that the patients of Craig Hospi-
tal will not soon forget and let’s hope they
have a lot more with their new Hobie.
Special thanks to Geoff Chappel of Rocky
Mountain Marine who helped bring it all
together.

Mike Strahle’s invention has sparked a lot
of interest from around the country. In fact,

he has received letters from the state reha-
bilitation centers of over thirty different
states. The recreation departments of
these rehabilitation centers are all inter-
ested in sailing, but they don't have the
funding to buy a Hobie equipped with
Trapseats. Mike Strahle said that the
answer to this problem is to offer rental
Hobies equipped with Trapseats around
the USA at various marinas that rent
Hobies. It's too bad that Ken Smith of
Brandy Creek Marina on Whiskeytown
Lake has the only marina in the nation that
has a rental Hobie of this sort.

Ken said that having Trapseats on one of
his rentals hasn't hurt his business at all. In
fact, able-bodied people rent the Hobie 16/
Trapseat boat before they rent the Hobie
without Trapseats because of the room
and comfort that they offer. One of his able-
bodied customers claimed that sitting in a
Trapseat was like kicking back on his
couch with his feet up and that he didn't
know that you could get so comfortable on
a Hobie 16. Perhaps more marinas around
the nation will soon be offering Hobies that
are accessible to the handicapped.

Mike Strahle does a lot of casual sailing
when he's not racing and has designed a
small spinnaker that works off of his Trap-
seat that he uses for light wind. The
spinnaker isn't class legal, but he dreams
of a future Handicapped ProSail class in
which Hobie 16/Trapseat boats will be
equipped with this kind of spinnaker. Welll
leave that up to Mike Warren of ProSail.

Here are the profiles of some of these
enthusiastic Trapseat sailors:

Mike Strahle had just bought a Hobie 16
and was getting into racing when he broke
his neck in a skiing accident in 1985. Three
months after finishing his rehabilitation, he
designed the Trapseat, began racing and
started his company, Sailing Accessories.
Mike also has a patent pending on a snow
ski chair. Dave Felter met Mike in 1987 at a
local recreational show. He had been dis-
abled for many years and did not have
many interests or hobbies. Dave asked
Mike to take him sailing in the Trapseat
which turned his life around. Dave's wife
and crew, Christina, commented, “Now |
have my David back.”

Tom Banks from Newport, Rhode Island
was an avid sailor of monohulls before his
accident, as his father had also been. He is
now with the National Ocean Access Pro-
ject, a non-profit organization which gets
people into sailing. He sailed on the ship,
Lord Nelson, a tall ship on which approxi-
mately half the crew is disabled.

John Rossduggan grew up with the
Alter boys, Hobie Jr. and Jeff. He raced in
the very first San Diego Classic and in
1977 won the Hobie 16 Nationals. Less
than a year into his pre-med studies, he
suffered a broken neck in a car accident.
John did finish medical school and now
has a practice in Orlando, Florida. He
races in A fleet and has won a race in San
Diego.

The HOTLINE looks forward to covering

more Trapseat class events in the future. ¥



BY BOB JOHNSON N

ebster's Seventh New

Collegiate Dictionary

defines a trapeze as “a

gymnastic or acrobatic

apparatus consisting of a
short horizontal bar suspended by two
parallel ropes.” In addition, Webster's char-
acterizes a trapezist as “a performer on the
trapeze.” And finally, it elucidates the mean-
ing of trap, trapped, or trapping as “to
place in a restricted position.” Clearly, the
staff at Webster's have never been on a
catamaran or they would have known the
thrills and chills that trapezing offers those
who dare to “sheet in and max out.” These
are the Hobiephiles who have mastered
the fine art of trapezing.

What do we have in common with these
definitions? There are two parallel wires
and short horizontal bars on our Hobie
Cats. These thin wires can be thought of as
acrobatic apparatus, especially in view of
the occasionally amazing feats some of us
perform on them. But that's where the
similarity ends. On a warm Sunday after-

noon, with the breeze gusting to 15, we see
Hobiephiles all over the country gracefully
arched out over the water, just like the
photographs that appear in the HOTLINE.

A trapeze is a thin wire which hangs
from each side of the mast. These wires,
attached to each other by a bungee cord
under the tramp, offer sailors the thrill of a
lifetime. We have all seen those exciting
catamarans roaring up and down the
beach with someone suspended by a thin
wire out over the water as the water
explodes off the lee bow and a rooster tail
flies from the sterns. Additionally, we have
all seen the crew or skipper, in the excite-
ment of the moment, spring from the side
of the boat and continue backward
unhampered by that thin wire and bungee
cord. This usually results in a spectacular
capsize, especially if it is a skipper who
doesnt let go of the mainsheet.

| remember the panicked look of my
crew while sailing at Disney World several
years ago (never mind how many) when |
achieved this very same feat. As | was
dragged along behind the 18, sheet
wrapped around my right hand, my crew
and | watched the blocks tightened toward
each other. The crew struggled valiantly to
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avoid the capsize, but it was inevitable. |
brought the main block-to-block and over
we went. My crew, wide-eyed, screamed at
me the entire time to let go of the main, but
it was wrapped securely around my hand
and | had enough difficulty just trying to
keep my head above the water. Similar
stories abound among Hobie sailors.

The purpose of trapezing in windy con-
ditions is to get your body weight out as far
as possible, providing greater leverage to
hold the boat down. In a fully extended
position, you and your crew approximately
triple your leverage against the lateral push
of the wind on the sail. The windward hull
should just skim the water when you and
your crew have used your weight as effec-
tively as possible.

Frequently, you will have to adjust to
wind speed changes. This requires both
you and your crew to be aware of the
amount of heel that the wind is generating
on your boat. When the velocity comes
down, one or both of you have to leave that
extended position. At times, the wind
requires only one person out on the tra-
peze. Whether the skipper goes out and
the crew stays on the boat or the situation
is reversed depends on the weight dif-
ferences between them and the sailing
conditions at the moment.

The crew is vital in trapezing. The skip-
per should be concentrating on driving the
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boat to its maximum and the crew should
be sensitive to changes in the amount of
leverage needed. In addition, the crew
must respond to the forward/aft weight
situation. If the bows bury, the crew must
force the weight back on the boat. If the
bows are lifting, the crew can move for-
ward forcing the weight forward and
bringing the bows down. The skipper and
crew should always try to keep their weight
in close proximity to one another. In fact,
when driving at our optimum, | actually
have my front foot braced against my
crew's back foot. Try this, it works. The
crew can keep the skipper apprised of
weight and adjust with it. If the windward
hull begins to rise, lean back and throw
your arms over your head. Remember, the
weight of your arms also multiplies as you
move them further out.

Every sailor has his or her own particular
method of getting out on the wire. You
have to sail and feel the balance of the
boat in order to feel comfortable hooking
up, keeping the boat driving, and extend-
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ing your weight out on the wire. A good
way for the skipper to begin the maneuver
is to sit on the edge of the hull/sidebar and
hold the tiller in the back hand along with
the mainsheet. You might even want to
take a bite in the cleat. This leaves the
forward hand free to grab the trapeze ring
and hook it into the harness hook. Now,
shift the mainsheet to the forward hand;
this will help you maintain your balance.

Next, fall backward, place one foot
against the hull/sidebar and push back-
ward, allowing the mainsheet to slide
through your front hand and sliding your
back hand out on the tiller. If you have an
extendable tiller, extend it before you push
out on the wire. Keep in mind that all the
while you are going through this, you need
to be concentrating on driving your boat at
its optimum. | have seen some people,
Wayne Schafer for instance, do this from a
squat position. You squat, then extend
backward over the side and away you go
While on the wire, you should maintain the
tiller in your back hand and the mainsheet
in your front hand.

If you are the crew, your main concern is
the jib sheet and the wire. Always keep the
sheet in your front hand and use your back

hand to hook the trapeze ring in the har-
ness hook. When you tension the jib sheet,
it will work to stabilize you. Grab the handle
with your back hand, the jib sheet in your
front hand and push away from the hull/
sidebar of your boat. Once you are
extended, let go of the handle and lay back
on the wire to maximize your weight; it will
also allow your skipper to see what's going
on in the front. Both you and your skipper
should keep your legs spread apart while
on the side rail in order to maximize your
stability.

To get the feel for this, stand up in your
living room with your feet side-by-side.
Have someone push you side ways and
notice how easy it is to almost fall. Then
assume the same position, but spread
your feet approximately two and one-half
feet apart. Have the same person push
against you in a sideways motion again.
Notice how much more stable you are. So,
keep your feet spread on the side rail. This
is especially critical for the crew as they
become the wind and water break for the
skipper.

When you're ready to come in to tack, |
recommend that you send the crew in
from the wire first to get the sheets ready.
To get off the wire, grab the handle, lift your
weight off the ring and swing onto the
boat. Immediately slap the trapeze ring



from the hook. This is imperative going into
a tack because when the mainsail fills on
the other side it will tighten against the wire,
trapping you on the low side. Disaster
usually follows.

There are a few modifications that |
make in the stock trapeze arrangement
supplied by Hobie Cat. | always shorten
the wires and raise the handles which
allows me to reach up for the handle rather
than down into my lap. This gives me
leverage with my arm, and it also allows for
a higher contact point for the trapeze and
the trapeze hook. It also permits the shock
cord to hold the wire tight and thus keep
the trapeze connection pinned inside the
harness hook. This will avert the possibility
of the handle extricating itself from the
harness hook as you prepare to push off
the side of the boat. There is no worse
feeling than pushing off and then realizing
that you are not hooked to the trapeze
wire.

Next, | add a small shackle and a small
Harken bullet block and put the trapeze line
through the shackle. | change the stock
factory O-Ring bar to a Can't-Miss-Handle.
My wife prefers the elongated dog-bones.
If you want to make sure the dog-bone
doesnt slap around, add a small size piece
of shock cord to the bottom of the dog-
bone and tie it off to the trapeze line. Take
just enough tension on the shock cord to
keep the bone tight in the non-extended
position. After you extend, the shock cord
will also extend, allowing the bone to cor-
rectly position itself. These are the only
changes that | make in the trapeze area.

It also helps to carpet or rubberize the
side rail and deck area. Doing this will help
you maintain a stable footing on the side
rail. If you don't have a kit, then be sure to
use some surfer's wax on the side of the
boat to help you keep your footing in
heavy wind/wave conditions. Additionally, |
find that wearing a pair of the new sailing
shoes with soles especially designed for
working in the water to be quite helpful. |
like a firm support, but many will disagree
and prefer to sail barefooted. Although
footwear is a matter of personal prefer-
ence, you need to discover your
preference before you try trapezing. The
sides of Hobie 18 hulls or the side bars of
the Hobie 14 and 16 are awfully hard on the
feet if you are not prepared.

Be sure that you have a comfortable
harness. There are so many different types
of harnesses on the market today that
there is not room to cover them here. But, |
will say this. Before you spend your hard-
earned bucks, try to sail in the harness that
you are considering for purchase. There is
no substitute for feeling whether or not a
harness will cut into you in the wrong
place. Wearing a good pair of shorts under
your trapeze harness is a necessity. Even
though it may interfere with developing
your suntan lines, it will be much more
comfortable than a bathing suit in the long
run.

Now, let’s talk about safety. When you
come in to tack and release the O-Ring,

Cant-Miss-Handle or dog-bone from your
harness, be sure where you are pointing
that weapon. It's loaded on the shock cord
and, when you release it, it might fly into
the face of your counterpart on the boat
causing a chipped tooth, puffy lip, a black
eye or some bruised feelings. Be careful!
Next, when on the wire, try to keep your
front leg slightly flexed to absorb the move-
ment of the boat as it drives through the
water, and try to keep your back knee
locked to prevent you from being driven aft
by an oncoming, crashing wave. You have
to work on this and see what's best for you,
the locked back leg or the flexible knee
method.

Reaching and trapezing should be con-
sidered. | have found that in heavy
conditions, | can control the boat better on
a big reach when | stay on it and send my
crew out on the wire. Having the crew
actually straddle me from behind as | sit on
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the edge of the hull provides a handhold
for the crew, my life jacket, as the boat
screams along on the reach. You are more
apt to stuff a bow on a big reach if you are
both on the wire, and you are not a highly
experienced team; sometimes, even the
best teams lose it. The crew is vital on this
reach because it is the jib that will drive the
bow under. The crew needs to break the
jibif the leeward hull gets too close to the
stuff position. Doing this from the wire takes
a lot of practice. The skipper must
remember, when on a reach, to head
further off the wind to depower, not closer
to the wind as when going to weather.

On a 21, itis essential that the crew
depower the spinnaker, often from the
wire, before the skipper eases the main.
The main acts as a back stay for the rig,
and releasing the main with the spinnaker
full and drawing could invite disaster. One
additional thought comes to mind here. A
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sissy-line is a viable alternative if you want
to try it on a reach. Take a 1/2 inch piece of
line, put some knots in it, and run it from
the rudder pin to the bow of the boat. Just
in front of the shroud, cut the line and
substitute a piece of heavy shock cord.
This will allow the line to stay taut against
the side of the boat and allow it to extend
out for the crew safety when needed.

When you are on a power reach, the
crew can reach down, grab the sissy-line
with their back hand while holding the jib in
their front hand, and use the sissy-line to
anchor the crew from being thrown for-
ward when the boat slams into the back of
awave. It's the loss of the crew (usually
doing a double one-and-one-half with a full
twist) that causes the bow to further stuff
itself into the wave. When this happens, the
skipper goes next and the boat does a
cartwheel. Sound familiar? A sissy-line
might keep this from ever occurring again.

There is one more important aspect of
trapezing to cover: flying from the wing.
The 17, the 18 Magnum and the 21 are
each just a little bit different. | have found
that a small jam cleat mounted on the wing
allows you to put your mainsheet in the
cleat before you extend out to the wing.
Then, as you extend out from the wing,
reach your foot under the wing and push
from the inside wing bar until your other
leg is in position to hold weight. Then bring
the underside foot out to the side rail and
pull the main out of its wing cleat. You're
ready for some real high flying. There is
one major point to keep in mind here: Be
sure to extend your stick before you go out
if you are using a magnum stick. You will
find that you are out so far that it is too
difficult to reach back far enough to extend
the stick.

Finally, how low on the trapeze should
you go? The top sailors can lie parallel to
their tramps or wings, but you need to be
comfortable. As you begin, you should
adjust the height of the trapeze according
to your comfort level. Keep in mind that the
lower you go, the more leverage that you
exert toward the flattening of the boat. On
occasion, in choppy conditions, you might
want to raise the trap rings to get your
body out of the water as the waves break
over the boat when driving through them.

If you are new to the world of Hobie
catting, there is no substitute for practice
on the trapeze. Be sure to practice in
lighter conditions with only one person
getting out on the wire at atime. The
remaining person can move about the
tramp and stabilize the boat. Practice
going out and coming in from the wire until
you are comfortable. Don't wait until that
day when the garbage can lids are being
blown from the cans to try trapezing. This
will aimost guarantee a disaster and will
frequently inhibit someone from trying
again. The art of successful trapezing
requires practice at being in control of the
boat and practice at getting in and out
from the wire. So whether trapped or trap-
ping, a trapezist thou should be! With
practice, that is. Have a Hobie Day! S¢_
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he most exciting catamaran
event in recent years turned out
to be a bust as far as cat racing
goes. Pre-race publicity for the
America's Cup 1988 race
between Dennis Conner on his high-tech
catamaran and Michael Fay with his big-
ger-than-life monohull contained more
drama than the afternoon soap operas.
But when the hoopla died down and the
event was underway, the outcome was
predictable: The catamaran won hands-
down and hardly even lifted its hulls from
the water to get to the finish line embar-
rassingly ahead of the New Zealand yacht.

The legal entanglements of this race are
complex and remain unsettled. Back in
February, 1987, when Conner went Down
Under to redeem American pride by
regaining the America's Cup from the Aus-
tralians, the expected outcome of his win
was a classic qualifying race between a
wide field of 12-meter yachts sponsored by
yachting clubs all over the world, followed
by a challenge race between that winner
and the San Diego Yacht Club's own 12-
meter entry. The loss of the Cup and its re-
capture had focused tremendous attention
on 12-meter sailing, and it appeared that
future races would bring economic bounty
to the host city.

Those expectations were setback con-
siderably on July 17, 1987 when Michael
Fay, a merchant banker from New Zealand,
demanded a limited challenge race
between his Mercury Bay Boating Club
and the San Diego Yacht Club in 90-foot
waterline boats. On August 8, 1987, the
San Diego Yacht Club and the Sail Amer-
ica Foundation jointly rejected the New
Zealand challenge, prompting Fay's group
to initiate the first in a string of many legal
battles. The America’s Cup is governed by
a Deed of Gift, a one hundred-year-old
document that sets forth the rules of the
Cup races.

This two-page Deed was written by
George Schuyler, an owner of the yacht
America which won the Cup in 1851. He
donated the Cup to the New York Yacht
Club, stipulating that any disputes regard-
ing the Deed were to be arbitrated by the
New York Supreme Court. These deci-
sions ultimately led to legions of lawyers,
dignitaries and litigants from Southern Cali-
fornia and New Zealand traipsing back
and forth to New York in one skirmish after
another.

Dismay and disappointment tacked
back and forth between the two sides as
the controversy escalated. While it isn't
useful at this point to try to understand
each and every legal maneuver, both sides
won enough points to stay in the race. In
the final analysis, it took a New York State
Supreme Court judge putting her foot
down to get the race between Sail Amer-
ica's Stars and Stripes and the Mercury
Bay Boating Club's New Zealand out of
court and into the water.

A major issue throughout the litigation
has been the type of boats being sailed.
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Both boats are a far cry from the 12-meter
monohull yacht of traditional America's
Cup racing. Each syndicate claims that
their craft is legal in this race; however, the
final decision on that matter resides with
the New York State Supreme Court. Both
sides tout their boat as a significant tech-
nological improvement in sailboat design.
In fact, this challenge does seem to have
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sparked worldwide interest in high tech-
nology boat design, and future America's
Cup races will certainly show those
influences.

If it had not been for the extreme time
pressure on Sail America to respond to the
challenge issued by the New Zealand rac-
ing syndicate, the Stars and Stripes would
probably not exist today. The 12-meter
yacht that Conner used to recapture the
Cup in Fremantle, Australia took three
years to create; the catamaran was

designed and built in less than nine
months. Part of this accomplishment can
be attributed to the use of high-powered
Hewlett Packard computers, but much
more goes to the first-class crew of inno-
vative designers assembled to tackle the
problems of winning against the New
Zealand.

In a way, breaking with tradition was a
boon for the design team. “With 12-meter
yachts, there was a constant search for
small refinements that were still possible to
make under the strict design rules for the
class. We needed no such design break-
throughs for the catamaran. We just used
our (computer) in combination with our
many analysis processes to engineer the
boat to be as strong and as light as
possible,” said Bruce Nelson, president of
Nelson/Marek, San Diego, California and
member of the design team. The U. S.
design team was headed by John Mar-
shall, chief operating officer of Hinckley
Yachts, Southwest Harbor, Maine. Hobie
Cat's own John Wake worked on the
design team and crewed on the Stars and
Stripes during the races.

What exactly was this high-tech cata-
maran that Sail America sent to defend the
America’s Cup? The statistics speak for
themselves. (See page 30).

“Two nearly identical versions of Stars
and Stripes evolved," explained J. R.
Beyster of the Design/Technology Team for
Stars and Stripes. “One with a traditional
soft sail, and one with a hard sail similar to
an aircraft wing on end. The hard sail is
modeled after a Fowler Flap system which
provides high lift at low windspeeds and is
seen on short-takeoff aircraft." The rig and
sail plan for the soft-sail catamaran were
developed by Randy Smyth in conjunction
with Bernard Nivelt, Gino Morelli and
Bruce Nelson. Both the soft-sail and the
wing-sail versions were on-hand for the
Americas Cup races this fall; however,
Conner chose to sail the wing-sail in both
events.

The composition of the hulls was a
critical factor in the cat's performance, also.
The design team selected carbon fiber-
Nomex sandwich construction materials
for the hulls and masts with carbon fiber
covered by 3M Polyolefin Film and
Dacron®for the wing-sails. The soft-sails
were Kevlar®and Mylar®and the standing
rigging Kevlar only.

“With yachts built of aluminum, as most
12-meter boats are, you can make
changes fairly late in the process, even
after the builder has begun work," said
Bruce Nelson. “The carbon-fiber hull of the
catamaran didn't allow us this luxury. We
had to come up with a workable design
and stick with it.” That design was more
than workable, it was a winner.

he first race took place on September

7,1988. The grey weather and light

winds off Point Loma were punctu-
ated by the smell of diesel fuel exhaust,
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choppy water caused by the multitude of
spectator boats jockeying for position
hours before the race itself got underway
and the deafening engines of the helicop-
ters overhead. David Barnes, skipper of
New Zealand got his boat across the start-
ing line a scant ten seconds before
Conner’s Stars and Stripes.

Stars and Stripes started to windward of
New Zealand to keep clear of the big
boat's huge wind shadow. It didn' take
long for Conner to feel out the monohull's
speed characteristics. Shortly after the
start, the catamaran proved she could
point and tack with the 132-foot monohull
in the eight-knot winds. The wind for this
race was anything but true to form. West-
erly winds were expected, but the winds
blew directly from the South. The southerly
course had the boats sail into Mexican
waters to round the windward mark, the
first time an America's Cup course had
been sailed in the waters of two different
countries.

The cat hobby-horsed in the waves, but
managed to keep in front of New Zealand.
Although her speed was fast, it wasn'
blinding. Anyone who hoped to see Stars
and Stripes fly a hull got a disappointment.
Dennis Conner defended his conservative
sailing style vehemently, saying “There's a
lot of things that can happen in a sailboat
race, even if a faster boat were involved in
the contest. People go the wrong direction,
you could rip a sail, you could have a
breakdown, or the other person could
outsmart you. So until the race is over, it's
never over. Until one of these boats
crosses the finish line ahead after two
races, the America's Cup will stay in doubt.
Therefore, Il do everything in my power,
not to take anything for granted, sail my
boat as fast and conservatively as | can to
gettothat goal”

“There's a fine balance between winning
the race and pressing your boat to the
ultimate speed at risk to your equipment,
tipping over or breaking something,” Con-
ner continued. “I'm going to try to win the
race, in my best judgement, the best way |
can. This is my fifth America’s Cup. | have a
pretty good idea of how to do this.”

Conner wanted to stay close to the Kiwis
in order to cover them safely. Although he
sailed conservatively, Conner matched the
Kiwis tack for tack. Many thought the cat
would not tack well, but she was designed
with match racing in mind. Watching the
catamaran sailing straight up in the water
while New Zealand heeled over like a
traditional sailboat made a strange sight.
Conner protected the right on the first half
of the beat so the Kiwis would not get the
westerly shift first. About an hour into the
beat, he started to leg out his lead.

Close to the turning mark, Conner
picked up an escort of dolphins, regarded
by sailors as bringing good luck, although
it is doubtful that he needed any for this
race. The wind did die down, to a mere five

to six knots, but this loss slowed Stars and
Stripes less than New Zealand. The Ameri-
can boat rounded the mark nine minutes
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ahead of New Zealand, two hours and
thirty-seven minutes after starting. At this
milestone, Conner raised a downwind sail
with the Diet Pepsi logo, marking the first
time a sail with a commercial logo has
appeared on a yacht in the history of the
America’s Cup.

As the boats sailed back from the turn-
ing buoy, the wind continued to lighten
down to five knots, forcing New Zealand's
crew of thirty-four to sit out to leeward.
Even so, the huge mainsail of New Zealand
shuddered with every wave at the begin-
ning of the leg. Stars and Stripes, on the
other hand, excelled on the downwind leg,
as Conner's catamaran increased her
apparent wind as she sped down the
track. The difference in speed in the light
winds turned out to be the opposite of
what was expected. Stars and Stripes was
expected to stand still in light winds while
New Zealand was expected to use her
half-acre of sail to pass the catamaran in
the lower half of the wind-strength
spectrum.

Fifty minutes into the second leg, Stars
and Stripes sailed into more wind and got
her windward hull flying a bit as the boat
shot forward with extra speed. Going
downwind, Stars and Stripes won the first
race, finishing eighteen minutes and fifteen
seconds ahead of New Zealand.

As expected, he also won the second
race: by 21 minutes. The record for the
greatest margin of victory in a Cup race
stands at thirty-eight minutes and fifty-four
seconds, set by the American defender
Mischief against the Canadian Atalanta on
November 10, 1881. Responding to claims
that he could have raced the cat faster,
Dennis Conner said, “Our goal is to win the
race, not see if we can set an elapsed time
record for the America’s Cup. As far as |
know, this is a match race, not an elapsed
time record race.”

any people take exception to Con-

ner's description of this event as a

match. Legalities aside, monohull
sailors do not seem interested in compet-

ing on or against catamarans. This
became very clear before the Americas
Cup race was even decided, as two sepa-
rate meetings on the topic convened in
San Diego. One, a colloquium of yacht
designers from around the world, was
organized by Bruce Farr and Russell
Bowler. Both have close ties to the New
Zealand boat, but their meeting cut across
the momentary issues of this Americas
Cup challenge and included participation
by twenty-two yacht designers from
around the world.

The purpose of the meeting was to
generate a consensus in the world com-
munity of yacht designers on what type of
boat would best suit future America's Cup
races. Their recommendation took the
form of a three-part “Proposed Americas
Cup Rule” that, among other things, spec-
ified that the boat should be a monohull.
Although the participants in this collo-
quium did not make any specific public
statements about Conner’s catamaran
defender, Bruce Farr’s obligue comments
are still telling. “I believe we should be
looking for a rule that encourages true
design development, rather than creating
ever larger research and development
teams searching for ways to beat complex
rules,” Farr stated.

The second meeting on this topic
occurred on September 8, 1988 as the
Cup challenger syndicates met to discuss
the future of the competition for the Amer-
ica's Cup. Four proposals about boats to
defend the next Cup were presented.
Three proposals were for monohulls of
varying size and ratings; the fourth, by
British multihull designer John Shut-
tleworth, became a plea to the group not to
rule out multihulls forever. Although the
syndicates gave no specific answer to the
cat question, the direction of the chal-
lengers was clearly toward the 25-meter
class monohull. This design is a compro-
mise between several conflicting
proposals.

In practical terms, catamaran sailors
should not expect to see another Stars and
Stripes sailing for the America’s Cup. Iron-
ically, it appears that the catamaran
concept was a smart use of the rules that
let the San Diego Yacht Club win a tough
challenge and assure their control of the
next Cup race. What has this done for cat
sailing? Hopefully the technical advances
should trickle down to benefit catamaran
sailing at some level, at some time. Mean-
while, the America's Cup event focused
world attention on the speed and maneu-
verability of catamarans as never before.

It was satisfying just to hear the tradi-
tionalists admit that the monohull was out-
classed by the catamaran. Perhaps the
most enjoyable moment of the entire Cup
race was hearing the host on one of the
sponsor boats, spotting Stars and Stripes
skimming over the water, yell excitedly,
“Here comes the Hobie! Here comes the
Hobie!"5¢_



*Twas the night before Christmas and all through the docks

Nothing was stirring, not even surf on the rocks.

The stockings were hung from each mast with care,

In hopes that St. Nicholas soon would be there.

The crews were curled up, each one on a tramp,
Praying that the tide wouldn’t get them all damp.

And Mamma in her wetsuit and [on the trap

Had just settled down for a watery nap.

When out over the water there arose such a clatter,

I sprang from the trap to see what was the matter.
Away to the stern I flew like a gull,

Grabbing the guy as [ leaned over the hull.

The moon shining down on the glittering sea

Made the marina as bright as bright could be.

When, what to my wondering eyes should appear,

But a miniature Hobie, crewed by cight tiny reindeer,
With a little old skipper, so lively and quick;

I knew in a moment it must be St. Nick.

More rapid than squalls his coursers they came.

And he whistled, and shouted, and called them by name:
“Now, Dasher! Now Dancer! Now Prancer and Vixen!
On, Comet!On, Cupid! On Donder and Blitzen!

Right to the COMPTIP™, to the top of sail!

Now, tack away! Tack away! Tack away all!”

Like spinnakers that are stored away from the spray,
When the breezes are downwind, unfurl and play,
So up to the mast tips the coursers they flew
With a boat full of toys and St. Nicholas, too.
And then in a twinkling, | heard up above
Their soft little breaths, just like luffs,

As Idrew back and was turning around,

Down the mast St. Nicholas came with a bound.
He was dressed like a sailor from his head to his toes,
And seaspray and salt all covered his clothes.

A bundle of toys he had flung on his back,

And he looked like a peddler just opening his pack.
His eyes how they twinkled! His dimples how merry!
His checks were like roses, his nose like a cherry.
His droll little mouth was drawn up in a grin,

And a long white beard grew down from his chin.

He had a PFD fitted snug round his waist,

And sunglasses perched on his head just in case.

He had a broad face and a little round belly

That shook, when he laughed