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PAIR OF HANDS

NO MORE BLOODY KNUCKLES!!
NO MORE FRAYED LINES!!

THE ALL NEW TRAMP RENCH™
PAT. PENDING HELPS
TIGHTEN YOUR TRAMP
IN HALF THE TIME
WITHOUT DESTROYING *
THE LINES.

MADE OF DURABLE
MATERIALS AND
CONSTRUCTED
TO LAST.
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HOTTER

THAN
THE ‘‘HOT”’ ONE??

WE THINK SO!!t

THE ALL NEW
LITE "N’ ROD™ TILLER STICK
EXTENDS 4’ to 8 AND WAS
DEVELOPED AND TESTED BY
SEASONED HOBIE SAILERS. THE
SURE GRIP HANDLE TIGHTENS
QUICKLY AND DEPENDABLY.

ITS BRILLIANT YELLOW COLOR
MAKES IT EASY TO FIND ON A
MADE IN BUSY TRAMP.

USA ALLOW 3-5 WEEKS DELIVERY
_ TRAMP RENCHS 2495 2,00 ship ea.
LITE "N’ RODS 5695+ 4.00 Ship ea.
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CAT EQUIP has been the leader

in design and marketing of covers
for HOBIE CATS since 1974.
HOBIE HALTERS are the smart way
to protect your HOBIE’S value and
safeguard your HOBIE from harmful
ultraviolet rays, inconsiderate birds,
acid rain and polluted air. You

may choose from three different

fabrics for most boats.

®EWTECHNALON

Blue Technalon is the most water
repellant, breathable boat cover
available. Any moisture under the
cover quickly evaporates through
the breathable fabric. 24 month
warranty.

Hobie 18/Magnum

One-piece full coverage. . ..$199
Hobie 17

One-piece full coverage. ...$199
Hobie 17 Wing Covers

Priced per pair . < caveonie $ 65
Hobie 16

One-piece full coverage. ...$191
Hobie 14

One-piece cover ......... $160

POLY-COTTON

Light green 65% polyester/35%
cotton. Secured with velcro and
straps, cover can be used with the
mast up or down. Excellent sun
protection. 24 month warranty.

Hobie 18/Magnum

One-piece full coverage. ...$175
Hobie 17

One-piece full coverage. . ..$160
Hobie 17 Wing Covers

Priced per pair o aumaasia $ 59
Hobie 16

One-piece full coverage. ...$152
Hobie 14

One-piece cover ......... $127

HOBIE COVERS

“Cover It When You're Done Playing With It”’

HALTER COVER

ACRILAN

Made of heavy duty blue acrilan
canvas with nylon cord ties and
leather chafe straps. Special
acrilan covers are also available
for towing your HOBIE at freeway
speeds. 48 month warranty.

Hobie 18/Magnum

One-piece storage . . . ... .. $440
Hobie 18
One-piece trailerable. . . . .. $440
Hobie 16
One-piece storage . . . ... .. $385
Hobie 16
One-piece trailerable. . .. .. $355

NOTE: Do not attempt to tow covers not
specifically designed for towing.

THULE RACKS

ENGINEERED
TO FIT YOUR
LIFESTYLE

The original multi-purpose carrier.
THULE is perfect for carrying
sailboards, bicycles, skis, kayaks,
etc. The Thule System is designed
to carry them all. Separately or
together. Safely. Securely.

-

CALL OUR ORDER DESK FOR A FREE THULE CATALOG.

1-800-231-4971

ORDER TOLL FREE
Monday thru Friday, 8:30-5:30 PST

In California

1-800-231-5180

8282 MIRAMAR ROAD °
SAN DIEGO, CA 92126 [

Use your /
credit cards s
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Our Photo Adventure

by Bonnie Jonas

In last issue’s Hobietorial we talked about
the Americas Cup, an event that takes a
great deal of planning and perfect execu-
tion for success. In this issue, you can see
the results of another kind of adventure
that requires planning and execution.
Around here, we call it The La Paz Photo
Shoot, an event that will live in infamy. (See
“Burnin’ Daylight” by Dick Blount in this
issue.) The execution may not have been
perfect, but the results were terrific. We
hope you enjoy the great action and swim-
wear photos.

Of course, a project like this has to meet
several criteria before HOTLINE can take it
on. First, it's got to be cheap, er, inexpen-
sive. After much consideration and a
special welcome from the La Paz Tourism
Bureau, we decided that the first condition
had been met, so off we went to Mexico for
our annual swimsuit-and-Hobie-product
photo shoot.

The city of La Paz opened its arms and
made us feel very welcome. And why not?
La Pazis impressive. It's a clean, quaint
town that looks like it came off a postcard.
Plus the weather is perfect—sunny, 75
degrees and wind. Not bad for February.

Our host hotel, the Gran Baja, is the
largest hotel in La Paz and sits right on the
beach just 30 minutes from the airport and
5 minutes from the downtown area.
Especially valuable to us was the hotel's
restaurant, but time didn't permit a thor-
ough exploration of the bar. Too bad!

We were very nervous about getting all
of our equipment and supplies down to La
Paz, but the Volkswagen Vanagons came
through. Those little vehicles earned my
respect. The road conditions were tough,
they were pulling trailers with two boats
and they were loaded to the max with
other products and equipment. We even
lived in them a few nights, but there was
not a hitch. We learned a new meaning for
the word togetherness but the Vanagons'
comfort made it all bearable.

Our complimentary flight to La Paz via
Mexicana Airlines aboard a brand new
DC-9 was also a pleasant surprise. Arrival
and departure flights were actually on
time—a rarity on most airlines these days.

Flying time from Tijuana to La Paz was
about 90 minutes and we enjoyed every
one.

About 90 minutes south of La Pazis a
place called Los Barriles. A short jaunt
from that beach youll find the Hotel
Rancho Buena Vista. We found ourselves
there somewhat unexpectedly and had
another good surprise. Too bad we were
working because this would be a great
place to do nothing. Unless, of course you
wanted to fish, sail, eat some great food or
just lounge on the beach. Neither a tele-
phone nor a TV in sight.

As for the crew, hard work, cooperation
and a huge amount of patience were the
requirements. Plus they had to endure
some less-than-ideal conditions. No pam-
pering at the Club Med for these people!
To them | send my heartfelt thanks.

But our adventure and our rough condi-
tions, cannot begin to compare with those
of Tony Laurent and Daniel Pradel. If you
don't read any other story in this issue, be
sure to read "Across the Atlantic” the
incredible story of how two top Hobie
sailors did what has never been done
before; they crossed the Atlantic Ocean
from Africa to the French West Indies. Their
story is one of great courage, amazing
resolve, looming danger, and painful sacri-
fice. It's also a warning to other sailors:
Dont try it. Still it is a great accomplish-
ment. We believe it is the first time man has
ever crossed the Atlantic on an open
catamaran under 20 feet.

There's a lot packed into this issue, like
advice on taking the whole family to a
regatta, tips for sailing on crowded waters
and for winning sailboard races, safety
notes from northern California
boardsailors, a profile of the Columbia
River Gorge, a Hobie sailor's summer travel
diary and more. Dig in! Summer's here.

Let's have fun!



Take Your Top Off!

New Convertible
Harness

A full harness that zips into a bucket in just seconds.
Available in all sail color schemes

Cat Pro-Lactic Tips
(Cat Bra)

Easy to zip on quick to remove!

These cat pro-lactic tips are perfect for covering and protecting
the front of your hulls from dirt, rocks and road debris. A must
when trailering or storing your boat. Made from durable
naugahyde and plastic zippers. Available for your Hobie™ 14,
16, 17 & 18 in black or blue.

Comptip™ Covers

Protect your Comptip™ from becoming weak or fading. Keep
those damaging ultraviolet rays off your Comptip™ with
GRIFGRABERS Comptip™. Available in all colors for your
Hobie™ 14, 16, 17 & 18.

Mast Pad

Protection for your Sail Track!

Use GRIFGRABERS new mast pad to cushion and
protect your Comptip™ when securing your mast, while
trailering or storing. A must for healthy sail tracks and
Comptips™. Available in all colors for your Hobie 14, 16,
17 & 18.

GRIFGRABERS

P.O. Box 1724 Look for us at your

Hurst, Texas 76053 local Dealers.
817/282-2812 MC/Visa
Write us for free catalog. Patent Pending
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ries like unisex - T-Shirts  $8.00 S,M.LXL
shirts with mod- 1. White/Pink Logo—100% cotton
ern, V-neck styling 2. White/Purple Logo—100% cotton
in a variety of colors. Keep 3. Black/Pink Logo—50/50 cotton/poly
your pet’s neck well- 4. Pink/Blue Logo—50/50 cotton/poly
dressed (OK, you can wear
it too) with HOTLINE ban-  g21Me85, 3380
danas. The HOTLINE Koozie 6. White/Purple Logo &

Cup features a 12-0z. iy
removable insert for hot or 571 g;aizgﬁe /gaf 0 gfgg‘,’;’” ”
cold liquid refreshments. o il L please

Take out the liner and keep 9. Pink/Blue Logo :g;a,a,e
your cans ice cold for hours. Koozie Cup $6.00 piece

Order today! 10. Aqua of paper.

how your colors
HOT DEALS /! 5
. HOTLINE accesso-  Item No. Cost Size

Item No. Size Qty Cost $ Total §

Item No. Size Qty Cost § Total $

My check or money order in the amountof $ _________is enclosed.

Name
Address

City State Zip

Send to: HOTLINE Accessories, P.0. Box 1008, Oceanside, CA 92054
California residents add 6% sales tax. Offer Valid in U.S. Only
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LETTERS

Racks for Glass Tops?

| just finished reading your article on
roof racks in the March/April HOTLINE.
There is one situation which was not
addressed and for which | have never
found an answer. 'm one of the growing
number of Hobie Cat sailors who also
likes the thrill of an Alpha sailboard once
in a while. The problem is that my love of
being in the wind includes my car, a
Nissan 300ZX with glass Ttops. There are
days when | want to drive to the coast to
sail only the Alpha, but | still have to take
the entire Hobie and trailer to carry the
board. Does anyone manufacture and
sell a roof rack system for cars with Ttops
that's safe for the car and the board?

Russell A. Colthorpe
Fleet 97
Cary, North Carolina

Editor’s Note: In our research for the
article on roof racks, we did not run across
any specific mentions of racks especially
for glass T-tops. We suggest you contact
your local dealer. In the meantime, we
invite rack manufacturers, or car owners
with glass T-tops, to write HOTLINE if they
have any information on compatible racks.

That’s Only 25 in Hobie
Years

Most of your articles and picture stories
feature young, well-tanned and athletic
young men and women. But those beach
boy and girl types are not your only Hobie
Cat enthusiasts.

My grandfather, Herman Gross, now 70
years old, took up Hobie Catting at the age
of 55 and is now wearing out his third
Hobie 14 in the strong winds off his winter
residence at St. Thomas in the United
States Virgin Islands.

He tells me that he prefers the 14
(although he has sailed the 16) because he
sails solo most of the time and righting a 16
by himself with only 155 pounds is not his
idea of fun. However, he has rigged the 14
with trapeze wires and he will take a crew
to hang out on the line when the winds
exceed 25 knots.

He took up scuba diving at age 64 and
since that time has taken over 1000 dives
all over the world. He does a very profes-
sional slide show to large audiences of
photographers and diving groups. Then
he took up boardsailing at 66 and now
keeps his own board on the beach.

Channa Gross
Great Neck, New York

Editor's Note: Now that's the Hobie way
of life!

Photo Thanks

The members of fleet 446 and | were
most excited about seeing the photo in the
January/February HOTLINE. It was an
excellent way to start the year.

Our fleet is not the largest fleet in Can-
ada, but we are one of the most active
both on and off the water, and we enjoy the
status of being the most traveled fleet in
Canada. Our activities provide our news-
letter with many interesting stories and
photos. | will definitely forward any informa-
tion and photos on our future Hobie
activities to you should they be of merit.

Thank you again for publishing my slide.

Frank Stollbert
Calgary
Alberta, Canada

Just a warm thank you for publishing my
photo in the “Perfect Sailing Summer”
photo essay. You made one young boy feel
like a real celebrity and many others just as
happy. | was so excited | could hardly keep
from chopping the ice on the lake so |
could sail.

Jon E. Hasper
Spokane, Washington

Hobie 17 Info Conflict

I'm a proud owner of a new Hobie 17
and | feel | have a valid gripe. Only weigh-
ing 150 pounds | can't right the boat
without some type of add-on assistance.
Learning from your May/June 1986 issue
that | need to use a shroud lengthener, |
subsequently shelled out $35.00 to pur-
chase one.

After receiving the device in the mail
and installing it on my boat, | read in your
most recent issue of HOTLINE, March/
April 1987 that shroud lengtheners are not
class legal for safety reasons. Are they
worried about dismasting? What about
that captive ball and socket joint? These
inconsistencies in your magazine and your
organization add to my frustration and are
a pain in the wallet.

Michael Paradis
Fleet 5
Clearwater, Florida

Editor’s Note: The following is an official
clarification from class director Miles
Wood.

Shroud lengthening devices are class
legal for racing on the Hobie 17 because of
the captive ball and socket. Caution
should be exercised when using length-
eners, but they will enable almost any
person weighing 140 pounds or more to
right the Hobie 17.

Continued

IS YOUR BOAT

UP-TIGHT and
out OF SIGHT

LOOSE AS A GOOSE?

Staying loose may be cool, but it is NOT fast!
Believe it or not, some things are BETTER "up-
tight"! ... YES CLYDE: like the trampolines on
Hobie Cats® ! Proper trampoline tension is im-
portant for proper boat handling, and necessary
for maximum pointing ability. Fully appreciating
this need, Kisme is introducing a new tool set
that takes most of the work (and ALL of frustra-
tion) out of properly tightening trampolines. (Yes
Clyde, two pairs of willing hands and two sets of
vice grip pliers will also do the job — but, if
you'll pardon the pun, there is more than one
goo¢ way to skin a cat!... Besides, it is the
trampolines that we want up-tight, NOT the skip-
pers!)

f————
RIS
PROUDLY INTRODUCES THE:
UP-TIGHT™

The KISME UP-TIGHT™is a tool set that per-
mits you to easily, simply, and precisely tighten
the lacing on a trampoline! There is nothing to
maintain or wear-out, and it will last a life time
when used as is intended.

The KISME UP-TIGHT™trampoline tensioner
comes as a set of three tools: The first part is a
unique (but beautifully simple) device to tighten
the lacing without having to "pull” or “clamp”
or anything! The second part is a pair of small
belaying pins to prevent the lacing from slipping
in the grommets.

Every dealer who assembles catamarans, or
installs trampolines, NEEDS at least one of these
inexpensive trampoline lace-tightening tool sets!

Every serious Hobie Cat® racing skipper
SHOULD also have one! And everyone who sails
for fun on a regular basis COULD effectively use
one! (Yes Clyde, a loose tramp is serious no mat-
ter what type of sailing you do. A loose tramp not
only significantly detracts from superior boat
performance, but it also “"does a number' on the
rest of the boat structure!)

The first 100 UP-TIGHT™trampoline tighten-
ing tool sets will be available direct from KISME
at the introductory price of only $14.95 each
(plus postage). Each set will include both the
tensioning tool and a pair of belaying pins. These
first 100 units will be sold “satisfaction
guaranteed” or your money back.

THE
UP-TIGHT ™

(A tool set to tighten trampolines)
ANOTHER SIMPLY BETTER PRODUCT FROM

RISWNES g

©1987 KISME, Inc. .
118 Millridge Rd., Universal City Texas 78148

(512) 659-4258
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LETTERS

This device can only be used in righting
the boat and the shroud must be reat-
tached prior to resuming racing. These
devices are not to be used to rake the rig
forward when sailing off the wind. The
maximum allowable extension length is 16
inches.

Shroud lengtheners are not class legal
on the other Hobie Cats because a differ-
ent mast construction could lead to
dismasting when righting these boats. The
cited rule interpretation from page 21 of the
March/April 1987 issue should have read:
“Shroud extensions for righting the boat
are illegal, for safety reasons, in all classes
except Hobie 17"

Rules Are Rules

I've been crewing off and on for the past
two seasons in some local races and
would like to make some independent
observations. (I can claim independence
in that | don't own a boat and don't belong
to aclub or fleet.)

Around here, the only real racing that
goes on is Hobie racing . . . Butthat's not
to say the Hobie folk don't have some
problems. . . . The magic formula for
building the Hobie way of life has certainly
brought some wonderful people together,

and they sure know how to have a good
time, but it seems to me that an effort must
be made to straighten out some perspec-
tives on the rules. It would be nice to hear
more race committees declare at the skip-
pers meeting that “protests are
encouraged!” . . .

What | really didn't like hearing was one
skipper taking an on-the-water poll as to
his guilt or innocence in crossing the line
early or not rounding a mark properly. Nor
did | like it when our deck was cracked by
a barger who appreciated our not
demanding a turn or two (We shouldn't
have to ask, especially in A fleet.) And |
really took offense when an officer of the
division came up during dinner and com-
plained about our being “too serious,”
especially after he had bumped us at A
mark and sailed down on us on a free leg
(He was windward in both cases.).

Allin all, | always have fun at Hobie
events and that's the way | hope things
continue. So, 'm hoping that some of these
guys don't show up when we do, unless, of
course somebody has straightened out a
few of their priorities.

| feel much better already. Maybe 'l call
up that skipper of mine and see if we can't
pull the 16 out of that damned snow bank.

Name Withheld By Request

NAVYLON TOP-DRY

We know our job as far as water-tightness is con-
cerned, we have been manufacturing all types of
waterproof clothing for 50 years now. Our Dry-suit and
our Top-dry are made of Navylon, a very soft, resistant
and stretchable material — with a no-sweat backing
— all seams are double high-frequency welded and
guaranteed. The Dry-suit features a 360° elastic
waist-band, reinforced knees, and thick latex seals at
neck, wrists and ankles. The Top-dry goes over any
wet-suit and the elastic neoprene waist-band gives a
perfect water-tightness connection.

-

RAeacenndaas
el IENCWS D

Bermudes USA Inc.
51 Milina Drive
East Hampton, NY 11937
(516) 324-8585

JOHN

$96.95 JACKET

$63.50

5

SET $150.00

NEOPRENE

WY CATS |

LICENSE FRAME |

l!h‘li.- I-)A

(that's 100 feet)

and lots more!!

D-E. WATERSPORTS QUARTZ -
30 Meter Alarm Chrono "

e Watertight to 30 meters

e 24 hour stopwatch with
1/100 second resolution

$10.95

CAT HOUSE -
KEY @ V=0

NEOPRENE
GLOVES %
$20.95

Call or send check, money order, Visa or Mastercard number (include expiration date). Add $2 50

for handiing. California residents add 6% sales tax

Send for our free 1986 catalog with parts, accessories and savings for you.
THE CAT HOUSE, P.O. Box 171185, SAN DIEGO, CA 92117 (619) 276-3190

Dealer Inquiries Invited
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Radial Reaching Spinnaker

Supercharge your down-
wind sailing performance
with an assymetrical reach-
ing spinnaker. The sail is cut
to lift the bows, enabling the
boat to handle the tremen-
dous increase in usable
power. % oz. ripstop nylon
headsail in choice of colors,
for H-16 with roller furling
jib, or H-18*. Spinnaker
sizes 280, 320, 360, priced
from $439. Hardware Pack-
age $219.

*Roller furling kit & sails for H-16
also available.

12" Trap Buckle

Eliminates the squeezing
action of narrow trapeze
buckle systems. Recom-
mended for medium and
large Freedom Harnesses.

Sail Safe System

No hook and no hang-ups.
Includes one ball recepter
buckle and two ball end tra-
peze handles.

Standard Buckle

Low profile hook is less
likely to snag and make
reboarding easier.

\T'S NEW for 1987

Freedom Harnesses

New! Fitted seat pocket —
sculpted design and pad-
ding. “Radial” strap attach-
ment distributes weight.
Improved leg loop strap
design. Contrasting colors
on “radial” patch and inside
lining. Available in S, M, L.

Freedom Full Harness pro-
vides exceptional full back

=, and shoulder support. Free-

2-in-1 Trap Kit

Simple, adjustable, con-
stant tension. Hook-up and
hikeout with no adjustments
to make until needed. Fea-
tures: 2:1, easy pull, and
easy release height adjust-
ment. Upward tension on
trapeze ring helps to avoid
accidental unhooking. Tra-
peze rings or handles not
included. Available with
stainless blocks or Harken
Ball Bearing Blocks. One
pair — with instructions.

dom Seat is our most com-
fortable seat harness. It
gives you superior lower
back support without
bunching or binding.

class delivery.

For more information on these and other fine products, send
us your name and address and we’ll send you — FREE —
(bulkmail) our 56 page color catalog of catamaran accesso-
ries plus the name of your nearest dealer. Or send $2 for 1st

/T MURRAYS MARINE
P.0. Box 490 - Carpinteria, CA 93013 - (805) 684-8393
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Hobie Sailors have more Fun

Trailex Anodized Aluminum

Trailers for Hobies assure
that Fun

® LIGHTWEIGHT - for Beach Launch
- Compact Towing
* NO RUST - Maintenance Free

* STRONG - Heat treated Special
Extrusions

3 YEAR GUARANTEE
ON ALL ALUMINUM PARTS.

Various optional tire sizes available.

TRAILEX aluminum
trailers are also available for EXPORT.
The Original Aluminum Trailer
TRAILEX manufacturers aluminum trailers for all Hobie
models.
TRAILEX also manufactures a light weight aluminum
trailer for transporting sailboards.

Our 24th Anniversary Year i

Ask your dealer about obtaining one of
our aluminum trailers for your Hobie Cat.
Or contact TRAILEX for further information.

TRAILEX, INC.
Box H, 60 Industrial Park Dr., Canfield, Ohio 44406
Phone (216) 533-6814

PATENT PENDING

EZ STEP.

STEP YOUR MAST WITH EASE & SAFETY

Raise and lower mast single handedly - Attaches quickly without
tools - Stabilizes mast completely - No modification to boat - uses
winch on trailer or block and tackle off trailer (optional at extra
charge) - Adjusts to fit any Catamaran - Rust proof aluminum and
stainless steel.

$95.50 F.O.B. Factory

See your dealer i i
o i it 3.50 Freight & handling
N, 1232 E. 2nd Street
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74120
N\ Products (918) 584-3553

14/HOBIE HOTLINE

Hobie Cat To Sponsor World
Police and Fire Games

Hobie Cat has been named an official sponsor of the World
Police and Fire Games, an international athletic competition
featuring policemen and firefighters from over 30 countries. In all,
more than 7,000 athletes will gather in San Diego, California
August 1-9 for the opening ceremonies administered by the
commisioner of the games, Bob Hope.

Hobie Cat is the sponsor of the sailing competition. Ten new
Hobie 16s will be supplied to the games for the use of those
competitors in need of a boat. In addition, Hobie Cat will donate a
Hobie 16 Special Edition to be raffled and will offer logistical
support during the sailing events.

Forty-six sports will be contested at the games, ranging from
arm wrestling to volleyball. Women will be eligible to enter all
events and some events have women's divisions.

The games were originally established to provide safety
officers with opportunities to meet and compete against officers
from other nations and around the United States in a spirit of
camaraderie. The San Diego games are expected to be the
biggest such event ever held.

Hog’s Breath 1000 Update

A record 18 teams from the United States, Australia, Great
Britain, France, New Zealand, Belgium, Holland, West Germany
and Africa have been nominated for acceptance in the 1987
Hog's Breath 1000 International Challenge. By the start of the race
on Monday, May 18, organizers expect to have narrowed the field
from 18 to 16. Included in the nominated teams are the first all-
female team to enter the event.

The American teams include three from Florida, one from
Texas, two from California and the women's team. Pre-race
favorites include the Florida team of Carlton Tucker, Enrique
Figueroa and Tony (T.L.) Lewis; the California team of Allan
Egusa, Bob Seaman and Paul Pascoe, and the other California
team of Hobie Alter Jr., Jeff Alter and Pat Porter. The women's
team includes Linda Leon, Kelly O'Brien and Belinda Klaase of
South Africa.

The Australian entries are also very strong. Brett Dryland, Rod
Waterhouse and Keith Glover will pilot one boat, but will face a
tough challenge from their countrymen lan Bashford, Bill Sykes
and lan (Fresh) Burns.

Other notable entries include France with Tony Laurent, Daniel
Pradel and Eric Bussy [See ‘Across the Atlantic,” the story of
Laurent and Pradel’s passage of the Atlantic Ocean on a Hobie
18, in this issue.], and the South African entry of Sean Ferry,
David Kruyt and Blain Dodds. The Dutch entry, with three long-
distance race veterans may also prove hard to beat.

The race will kick off from the Royal Sheraton Biscayne Hotel in
Miami, Florida. Racers will sail up Florida's Gulf Coast day and
night, passing through eight checkpoints. A mandatory regroup-
ing will take place at Clearwater Beach before the fleet sets off
again for the terminus at Ft. Walton Beach.

Sheldon Coleman Jr. Heads
Coleman Company

Sheldon Coleman Jr. has become the third generation of the
Coleman family to be named chief operating officer of the
Coleman Company, a post which has been held by only one
person outside the Coleman family. Coleman previously headed
the outdoor products division of the Coleman Company.



CROTCHLESS

Superior load distribution achieved through strap
placement. Our harness straps are designed to
move load to lower hips, support the small of the
back and shift while in the buckle to equalize the
weight according to your hiked out position.

New full, thick
padding that’s
seam to seam.
We use 5/16"
closed cell

foam padding.

Wide webbing
distributes load
even further.

Manufactured and distributed by

Sailing Systems, Inc.

4815 Amy Drive
Crystal Lake IL 60014
(815) 455-4599

Fastex side release
buckles allow quick
entrance and exit from
the harness. No worry
about velcro slipping!

Available in blue or
yellow background with
stripes that match most
sail plans.

SSI

CROTCHLESS

By popular demand, SSI has designed a new crotchless harness:

with padded leg straps and no crotch straps. SSI désigns harnesses
to meet your needs of comfort and quality while out on the wire
No matter what waters or weather conditions our harnesses are

the best!

We always have hundreds in stock for immediate shipment!




ROLL,

ROLL,

ROLLYOURBOAT!
WITH THE NEW

{KCAT TRAX K

MOST POPULAR BEACH DOLLY
FOR CATAMARANS SINCE 1977!

—all terrain rubber tires with new
anodized alloy wheels —
—acetal plastic roller bearings — no grease!
—recommended for soft sand, mud or rocky shore.
NOW FLORIDA SAILCRAFT OFFERS
TWO ROLLER BEARING DOLLIES! —

SEE BOTH AT YOUR LOCAL DEALER
—OR CALL US TOLL FREE—

SEE OUR 800 NUMBER BELOW

$25900

PLUS FRT.

$35900

PLUS FRT.

Roller Bearings

Make The Difference!
—Your wheels will turn

freely under heavy
loads, even after
many years of
faithful service.

H1 TIGER TRAX t

HIGH PERFORMANCE AT A LOW PRICE!

—tough polyethelene wheels
—no air pressure required
—recommended for firm sand,
grass and smooth terrain.
—available in blue or orange
—same free-wheeling bearings
as CAT TRAX.

— -
TRAX HANDLE — $98.00

—Roller bearing handle lets axle
spin under hulls for easy loading.

—Now you can launch a catamaran
and return it to the trailer single-

handed.

AXLE EXTENDER SLEEVE
$29.00
—Increases axle length 6 inches
and returns to normal length by
changing clevis pin.

CAT CRADLES — $129.00/PAIR
—Recommended for round bottom
hulls to distribute weight. Made of
form fitting fiberglass, padded to
protect hulls.

YES, you can see these products at your local catamaran
dealer’s store — or contact us:
FLORIDA SAILCRAFT, INC. (305) 561-9777

1601 N.E. 18th AVENUE, FT. LAUDERDALE, FL 33305
To Order With MasterCard/Visa Call Toll Free:

1-800-332-2049 Ext. 3003 In Fla. 1-800-525-0129 Ext. 3003
Please Add 6% Shipping Florida Residents Add 5% Sales Tax

Raise Your Sail Without A Snag!

i

You don’t have to hand-feed your sail anymore!
Sail Trax is the answer for sails that jam in the track. Just start the
head of your sail through a Sail Trax — stand back — and pull the
sail up, all the way to the top of the mast! Sail Trax is a pair of
stainless steel guides with spherical tips that lead your sail smoothly
into the track. They are easily installed in a few minutes. Full
instructions included.

Save your time and temper — get Sail Trax...$14.95

Order by mail from: Florida Sailcraft
1601 N.E. 18th Ave., Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33305

Please send me _ Sail Trax @ $14.95 ea.
plus $1.00 postage and handling
Fla. residents add 5% sales tax
Total amount enclosed

Name

Address _

City L) | [ —




For Additional Information:

World Hobie Class Association 619/758-9100

Hi Tempo Ski and Sail 612/429-3333
Contact: Brad or Fred

1987 HOBIE 18

U.S. NATIONAL

CHAMPIONSHIP

July R7-August 1, 1987
Lake Mille Lacs, Garrison, Minnesota
Bring Your Own Boat Event

For the perfect vacation come to Mille Lacs Lake and enjoy the
broad lake, 18 miles in diameter, its miles of beaches, rolling hills,
forest of pine and many other scenic attractions. Mille Lacs is
easily accessible by car, plane or bus. Garrison is 105 miles
northwest of Minneapolis. This Nationals will not only be known for
sailing activities, but as the party of the 80's. We have several special
parties planned throughout the week. Fleet #52 along with Hi
Tempo Ski and Sail will ensure you of a great time. Charter boats
will be avanable courtesy of Hi Tempo Ski and Sail.

(charter boats available on the following basis: National, Regional,
District, and Point earners)

Lodging:

Garrison Harbor Marina: 612/692-4484
Myr Mar Marina & Villas: 218/678-2113
Garrison Lodge: 612/692-487R
Camping available at Marina

N . L SEe
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ootwear for running
over 26 miles of
asphalt should be

) different than shoes
A shoe for for the water. They should also be

the water the same.
with a Both should be light, give great
Sock Racer traction and not absorb water. A shoe

for the water, however, must be of a
low profile for deck and board surfaces.
It must snugly fit the contours of the
foot and, yes, it should float.

Nike's Aqua Sock. A shoe with
the heritage of pounding the bricks
of Boston designed for walking,
swimming, and hiking out in the
waters of Bermuda.

For more information on the
complete Nike Boating Line write:

ancestry.

Nike, Inc./Boating Division
9000 S.W. Nimbus Drive
Beaverton, OR 97005

Or call: 1-800-654-5333
(Dealer Direct Info.)
1-800-344-6453
(Consumer Info.)

MAY«JUNE 1987717



““NO AD AD” #3

FAST PINS AND SLOW MAINTENANCE
(Engineering Dept)

The center “plunger"” pin of a fast pin should be
lubricated frequently. Use the same lubricant that you
use on your traveler track, or other boat gear. Squirt
lubricant into the hole in the end and around the
"button”. Pump the button in-and-out several times
to work the lubricant deep into the inside parts.

The center "plunger" pin on a “fast-pin” is spring
loaded to the “locked” position. In the locked posi-
tion, the plunger rides under the two small balls that
stick out of the pin’s sides (near the tip). When the
plunger is under the balls it is IMPOSSIBLE to push
(or force) the little balls inside. You can smash (or flat-
ten) them (or rip them out) — but you can not push
them inside!

However, when the plunger and spring become ex-
cessively dirty (or corroded), the plunger can stick in
the “in" (or released) position. In the released position
the little balls are free to literally “fall"" to the inside
of the pin! This is because there is a grove (in the
plunger) that lines-up directly under the balls (but on-
ly when the plunger is in)!

The bottom line: A properly maintained, and pro-
perly installed, “"normal” fast pin cannot accidentally
release - at lease not without enough force to obviously
deform the pin, or the hole in which it is mounted -
which is why they are used in the space program

DOING THE TWIST #2
(Race & Engr Depts)

If you reversed your crossbar when you were using
our original TLC™s (to accommodate the “twist" of
your adjustable tiller extension), but you are now using
the improved model of our TLC™s, you should return
your crossbar to the original “stock” orientation

You can determine which TLC*model you have by
checking the serial number. Serial numbers of the im-
proved TLC™s begin with any number except zero
Aiso, the improved TLC™s come with unusually large,
rectangular toe-in adjustment nuts

With our latest TLC™s, ALL - repeat ALL - tiller ex-
tensions (including those that twist to lock and unlock
their lengths), will function better with the crossbar
installed in the stock manner. If you are uncertain
which way your crossbar is mcunted, you can check by
pulling your tiller extension straight forward towards
the base of the mast. Then look where the tiller exten-
sion is connected to the center of your crossbar. If
your crossbar is mounted with the stock orientation,
the yolk (that connects the extension and crossbar
together) will point up and “lean" forward.

The bottom line: If you are using our latest TLC'™s,
make sure that your crossbar is mounted “stock”

MAKING IT SNAPPY
(Engineering Dept)

The Sales Department receives a lot of questions
about SNAP SHACKLES. Like any piece of hardware,
you can overload a snap shackle until it fails. However,
a regular snap shackle that is properly closed cannot
accidentally open unless someone (or something) "ac-
cidentally” opens it!

Accidentally opening a good snap shackle is vir-
tually impossible for many reasons. Two of those
reasons are: 1) The mechanism becomes increasingly
“locked closed™ as the load it is carrying is increased
-Literally the greater the load (or pull), the tighter clos-
ed it becomes! 2) Even without a load, only a pulling
force that is applied parallel to the release pin's axis
will extract the pin and open the shackle! Many snap
shackles are intentionally designed so that they are
very difficult (if not impossible) to open (accidentally
or intentionally) once a load is applied!

Just like FAST PINS, a small amount of routine
maintenance will greatly enhance performance and
prolong the service life of a snap shackle.

The bottom line: For strong, rapid hookups, proper-
ly used snap shackles are about as safe (and foolproof)
a connector as a man has yet invented - Which pro-
bably explains why they are also used in space!

©1987 KISME, Inc.
118 Miliridge Rd., Universal City Texas 78148
(512) 659-4258

CAT WHEFL

Launch or Beach Your Cat the Easy Way

T

e Immersible in fresh or
salt water

® Stores easily on your
trailer

e Complete with tie
down ropes

* Fits H-14,16,18and all
7', - 8 beam cats

¢ Durable construction

* Free rolling ABS
bushings

* 11" x 21" jumbo all ter-
rain pneumatic tires

* Heavy duty galvanized
wheels

Plus $19.00 shipping and handling in
Continental USA. NC residents add | [}
5% sales tax {

- — —— — —— —— — —

| [J Check or money order enclosed ( Zeb Sail Products)

-

0 By -3101CE

- | Card Number __________ Exp Date
| Signature
l‘.[‘.B_ =2 | | Name
SAIL PRODUCTS ! Address

120 Foxhall Drive | City State Zip
Rocky Mount. NC 27804 }
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Baéing
Buoys PV

ow available from Bermudes, the dry suit manufacturer from France, two different size
N buoys for your regattas. The buoys are made of a strong bright orange PVC, the same
one used for inflatable boats. Four rope moorings are provided and located at the bottom
of the buoy. The smali size buoy (22”x22") is generally used for starting lines and small
boat racing. The big ones (30"x47") are for big boat racing. You can have them blank or
with a Bermudes biue logo. Quantity discounts are available. To order call or write

East Hampton, NY 11937 (516) 324-8585

Bermudes USA, Inc. 51 Milina Drive




One cover does it all:
Mast up, mast down or trailering!

Zipper closure, front and outside. You can cover the boat on the beach
without lifting the hulls. One piece, full length on inside of hull.

ALL PURPOSE

Available in 100z. tan cotton canvas duck, treated with Vivatex. Cotton
canvas duck gives you greater tolerance of UV exposure than most UV
treated poly-cotton and polyester materials!

For maximum UV tolerance, the SSI Boat Cover is also available in
royal blue acrylic canvas.

We have boat covers in stock for Hobie 14, 16, 17, 18 and
more, with many priced under $200!
Hull covers available separately.

See your local dealer or order from:

Sailing Systems, Inc. 4815 Amy Drive, Crystal Lake, Il 60014 (815) 455-4599

98" Long x 31" Wide x 12” Deep

e 3 ! S « All Fiberglass Construction * Super Strong

KOOL-RAK designed to hold the popular PLAYMATE and LITTLE PLAYMATE * Rust-Proof Marine Hardware « Light Weight

?a;:;a&; fﬁ:l‘aés t:‘y° IGLCO . « Ample Storage Space + Durable

* Mounts low on center line mouna':'v::h:rsd:'ue * Mounting Block Included s Weather Froof

* Easy to use push button * Rubber insulators, no * Security Latches « Perfect Storage for sails,
lock with swing down top metal to metal contact * Smooth Exterior life jackets, rudders,

* Black vinyl coated for corrosion protection * Easy on and off trampoline, coolers, etc

Your IGLOO cooler is rugged high Factory Direct Price $269"

impact plastic. A tough hide that SPECIAL $239
won't chip, rust or corrode. —1
3 year guarantee. plus shipping
HOYS SAIL AWAY Phone 1-904-385-6758
_________________ 417 D Williams St. 904-681-0197
KOOL-RAK complete with (Circie one) red biue yellow  _~~°° Tallahassee, FL. 32303
PLAYMATE cooler (holds 18¢ans) ................c.cooouueeiin. O sso.es
KOOLBAK G oo ssnsaimissass e nsisnu s as sy aa 0O s3tes

LITTLE KOOL-&AK complete with (circle one) red blue yellow
LITTLE PLAYMATE cooler (holds 9 cans) .................. ... O sares
LITOLE KOOLRAK BIIY o v o000 0 0005050 0 ni0/0 01000 cwioln,0 0 a0 6 975 i minn 0O s20.9s
Add $1.50 postage (outside Mainland USA add $3 00) Calilornia residents add 6%2% sales
tax. We accept check or money orders, MasterCard and VISA Q
COMING.: - v s T SRR % Expire
NOME: .o vaimans e . . ;
AOIODE: ... vis wivomoniing TSR R .
O e s R State . . Zip M/C
19632 Sequoia St., Cerritos, CA 90701 (213)865-6871

THE BEST FOR LESS . . . SAIL AWAY

MAY-JUNE 19871/19




8BiC
spOI'tRaC| $9000
Conversion Kit

FREE!

1st class postage

ALSO — Send us your name and address and we'll send you —
FREE — (bulk mail) our Murrays Marine Sailboarding Accesso-
ries catalog, filled with these and other fine sailboarding prod-
ucts, along with the name of your nearest dealer. Or send $2 for

Just Buy Any Sailboard Rack
and Receive a FREE Conversion Kit.

P $49.95 Value FREE!

Sailboard Rack

* Installs in just 8 seconds

« Carries 2 sailboards

* Includes tie down straps

« Completely pre-assembled

Standard Model:
For cars with exterior roof edges
~ orrain gutters

A-Dynamic Model:
For cars without exterior roof
edges or rain gutters

See your local Hobie®/Alpha®

i

7 A I
(f/(,\- | Nl }i::»,

’ ~ : ¢ £ ™,
=

dealer for details. Specify year,
make and model of vehicle if
writing for free brochure.

" Distributed by:

Carry-All Ski Rack (5 pr.) Bicycle (2)

*Limited Offer: March 15-June 30, 1987

Sailboard 417 MURRAYS MARINE

P.O. Box 490 « Carpinteria, CA 93013
805/684-8393

Don’t get
caught with
your wind
down! Get the

MOVER
PADDLE

ONE-HANDED BOAT
PADDLE CAN BE
USED WITH EITHER
HAND WHILE
TENDING CRAFT
WITH THE OTHER

CRY. . o6 cvonms: seemseampenTRs . State .. Zip

HELFAND MOLDED PLASTICS COMPANY
P.O. BOX 6002 « ERIE, PA 16512 « 814-454-8146

W
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Sizzling Spec;ials
from Helmar Sports!

Deep See Surf Sock. Provides [aess
warmth, comfort & protection. Neoprene | O,

boot/soft sole. Color: Navy Blue
Sizes: XS, S, M, L, XL

(Women order one size smaller) [
Price: $16.95 M

Ladies’ Casio Watch.
Casio's® new ladies racing
waich with countdown alarm.
Water resistant.

Women: (LW-60) $29.95

Men: ot shown) (W-26) $24.95

Deep See Gear Bag. Siurdy bag with
exclusive windtunnel design allows damp items inside
to air dry. Colors: Hawaiian Blue or Black.

Deep See | (21"x 11") $21.95 S
Deep See Il (27" x 13") $31.00
Deep See lll (32" x 14") $41.95

To order send check or money order
for total amount plus $2.00 shipping to:

HELMAR SPORTS
P.O. Box 1078-H, Maywood, NJ 07607

NJ res. add 6% sales tax.

20/HOBIE HOTLINE

240 Cedar Ave., Hackensack, NJ 07601




MAGNUM-18 WING SUPPORTS
Easily installed between your mast pivot and Magnum-18
folded wings - these supports are essential for trailering or storing
a Magnum-18

CM7738 Magnum Wing Supports (pair) 24.50

SPLASH GUARD [LACING CLOSURES

Closures complete the trampoline or wur Hobie. Install these

gear and be t board and water below
CM7722H4 Splash Guard Hobie 14 32.50

CM7722H6 Splash Guard Hobie 16 32.50

CM7722H6 Splash Guard Hobie 18 32.50
CM7723H Center Strip Only 18 U
/

()fte_\v 320 E. Walnut Ave.

tough closures to keep

The First Outhoard
Motor Bracket
for Hohie, 14, 16, and 18 *

Propels to speeds in excess of 6 knots using the TANAKA 120

(1.2 H.P) outboard motor. Provides safe sure momentum against
currents. Makes docking easy when winds are becalmed. Motor and
bracket weigh less than 17 Ibs. Installs in minutes. Removes in
seconds for racing. Both sailing and motoring positions clear the
boom and tiller.

*Brackets also available for other catamarans. For prices send for
FREE brochure or see your local dealer.

Cheata Outboard Motor Bracket

PO. Box 1234 :
Hobe Sound, FL 33455

305/746-0479 ~
Call or write for details on c”

end of year sale! Dealer

inquiries welcome. THE PERFECT MATE FOR YOUR CAT
U.S. PAT NO. 4227480

'(11‘]1]6 El Segundo, Ca. 90245
— . (213) 640-8838

HOG’S BREATH 1000 INTERNATIONAL CHALLENGE:

From: Miami, Florida-Fort Walton Beach, Florida

Starting: Monday May 18, 1987

Race Information: (904) 243-5878 | 243-4422

T-SHIRT ORDERS: 1-800-826-6969

MAY<JUNE 1987
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hirteen
years ago,
my husband

Bob, our two-year-old daughter, and |
moved from North Carolina to California
and purchased our first Hobie, a used 16. |
dreamed of lazy afternoons sailing in San
Diego Bay. Bob talked of screaming
reaches and pitchpoles. | fantasized of
wine and gourmet lunches in a wicker
basket. Bob asked for a cold six-pack and
a submarine sandwich in a plastic bag.
Thirteen years later, we are back in North
Carolina and our family has grown to
include another daughter and a son. Two
Hobies are stacked in the driveway and
the suitcases rarely have time to gather
dust. We are a Hobie racing family and |
have never been asked to share any gour-
met recipes. But | can share tips on how to
include the whole family in racing and
survive the experience!

The first thing you need to do is plan. We
get our race schedule early in January and
immediately mark the races we will try to
attend on our calendars (planning to win
each one, of course). We say goodbye to
all our non-sailing friends in March and
make plans to see them again in October.
Any and all maintenance on our house is
done in the winter; there won' be time
during racing season.

We go to ten or twelve regattas each
year and we stay with friends or relatives
whenever we can. After all, free is free.
Some regattas we stay in motels, so we
reserve our room early (usually in Febru-
ary), making special requests at that time
(such as an extra cot, kitchen facilities or
proximity to the ice machine).

Before the first regatta, | buy a large
bottle of shampoo, some conditioner,
deodorant, five different color tooth-

22/ HOBIE HOTLINE

brushes, a large tube of toothpaste, several
bottles of suntan lotion with different sun
protection factors, aspirin, adhesive ban-
dages, and a box of plastic garbage bags.
These things are put in our largest suitcase
and they remain there until the end of
racing season or they are empty, which-
ever comes first. Waking up at eight oclock
Saturday morning and finding | forgot the
deodorant and only one child has a tooth-
brush creates basic ill will that lasts all
morning. Believe me, this system works
better.

Plastic garbage bags are wonderful
items. You can assign dirty clothes to one
and wet clothes to another; just remember
not to put the wet clothes in it until you are
packing up to leave. If you are very
organized, use two bags for dirty clothes.
Put dark clothes in one and whites in
another. Then, when you return home,
there is no sorting to do of smelly, dirty
clothes before dumping them into the
washing machine. You can start one load
before you even finish unpacking the car
at midnight.

If you have a baby in disposable
diapers, take along a box of Ziploc-type
baggies. Dirty diapers have no smell when
hermetically sealed and that can add a lot
to your state of mind by Sunday night! If
you have a baby, now is not the time to
break him or her of a pacifier or a special
sleeping toy. Make sure you have extras so
people around you will speak to you the
next day. Babies are a joy, but not at four in
the morning.

If your children are young enough,
wash, dry and fold the clothes from the
weekend and immediately re-pack the suit-
cases for the next week. Until they get to
be ten, they don' notice that they wear the
same outfits every weekend and you won'

O,

spend an extra two hours packing on
Thursday night. When they get to be old
enough to notice what they are wearing,
they are old enough to pack their own
small bags. But dont let them fool you, they
will still arrive without underwear or with
their favorite jeans that just happen to have
the rip in the seat of the pants. Secretly
pack some “okay with Mom" clothes. They
wont like it but you won't have to sit across
the table from someone in her sister's too-
small shirt and a regatta T-shirt tied around
her waist to hide the hole in the jeans. Don'
spend money on nightgowns or pajamas
in the summer. Hobie T-shirts in large or
extra-large are perfect for sleeping and
they get better the more you wash them.

Do yourself a favor and buy some spe-
cial towels to take on regattas. They should
be large enough to lie on in the sand if you
don't have a quilt or blanket and they
should be very obtrusive and very ugly. If
they are ugly enough, no one will take
them. It's best if you can get one towel for
each person, but get them exactly alike.
Then no one can fight over who got the
softest or prettiest ugly towel. You are not at
the regatta to show your good taste; just
come home with the same number of
towels you brought.

If your towels are ugly enough, no one at
the site will let you forget one of them. They
will bring the towel you left on the beach,
while saying to everyone they pass, “This
isn't my ugly towel. I'm just returning it to the
people who left it." Your children will also
be embarrassed to be seen with the ugly
towels, so they will make friends and sit
elsewhere. You won't be bothered except
when they need another quarter for the
pinball machines or want to feed their
faces.

Anyone with more than no children
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knows that ideally you need two cars for
traveling to regattas, one for the adults and
one for the children. Unfortunately, the
highway patrol tends to get a little testy
when a ten year old whizzes by at the
wheel of a car. So, if you have children, you
are stuck with getting to the regatta in the
same vehicle alive. They will tell on you if
you bind and gag them (kids these days
know too much about human rights), so go
in the biggest thing you have.

We have a large-size Chevy wagon, big
enough to haul ten sheets of 4x8 plywood,
but still too small for two adults, three
children who hate each other, three suit-
cases, two teddy bears, a special doll and
blanket for Morgan, three large bags of
groceries, an over-sized cooler, eighteen
books, three Walkman radios (with head-
phones, please!), a stack of paper for
drawing, three boxes of crayons (sharing
doesn't work), two buckets for all the shells
and rocks Hubie will collect, a large bag of
makeup and cassette tapes for Hannah,
three pillows, three quilts, and five towels.

After ten years of going to the same
places every year, none of our children can
remember for even five minutes how much
longer it is to the site! Obviously, senility
begins early in our family. Sometimes, it
works best if we tell them before we leave
where we will stop for supper and what
time we anticipate getting to the site. They
have almost learned to tell time by looking
at the digital clock in the car.

On Saturday and Sunday | designate
the whole family as “support crew.” The
more we help Bob put the boat together,
bring him a screwdriver or wrench, get him
a drink, and do some of the legwork
involved in getting ready, the more inter-
ested we are in the races. It also helps to
tire the kids so they won' drive me crazy

with their excess energy.

When it is time to leave the shore, | make
sure that Bob's crew is ready to go with
wetsuit and booties (early in the season),
trapeze harness, gloves, sunscreen, sun
visor, and some Gatorade in the pouch on
the tramp. You see, for the last eight years
Bob's crew has been one or another of our
children. Hannah began at age six racing
the lake and warm weather regattas. At
age nine she became his full-time crew,
and this included ocean races when the
winds were at 25 knots and the waves
were running 8 to 10 feet! Believe me, a
mother has to have lots of confidence in
the skipper and the boat to agree to such a
scenario. At one regatta | found my then
nine-year-old Hannah consoling a fright-
ened adult crew and assuring her that
small craft warning conditions werent
really all that bad!

When Hannah reached thirteen, her
younger sister Morgan had taken over
regular crew duties and Hannah found
herself in demand by other skippers as an
experienced crew. She even crewed for
Hobie Jr,, in the 1985 16 National Champi-
onship in Traverse City, Michigan, and
came home with a fourth place trophy.
Morgan and her dad were in sixth place at
this year's championship until the final day
when cold weather, rough conditions, and
boat problems forced them out of two
races.

Last June, six-year-old Hubie sailed with
his dad in the North Carolina Summer
Games and as they were headed out to
the course, he asked Bob, “We are going
to win a trophy, arent we? | don't want to go
if we aren't going to win." The trophy
ceremony was conducted like the Olym-
pics and Hubie's delight was obvious when
a bronze, third place medal was hung

around his neck. Winning with his son or
daughter at his side is very special to Bob.

During the regattas, keep an eye out for
boats coming into shore. If a boat is com-
ing in because of a problem, run to help
pull the boat up on shore. Running makes
it look like you are determined to help, plus
every step burns at least 300 calories (my
computations). If any races have already
been completed, the skipper and crew of
the boat with the problem will be tired and
will appreciate any help they can get.
Again, use your children to run whatever
errands possible.

As all boats return to shore, alert swim-
mers to get out of the area. Especially on
ocean regattas, skippers have little if any
steerage once they get inside the break-
ers. Help pull boats up on shore to make
room for the rest of the fleets. | realize it's
tiring opening the cooler and pulling the
tabs on canned drinks, but expend a little
energy at this time to help all those worn-
out sailors. This is a great time to send the
children for drinks for skipper and crew.
And, if you have extra, or if the fleet
sponsoring the event is providing soft
drinks, tell your kids to bring all they can
carry. There are sure to be some sailors
there without their own “support crew” who
would love a drink.

Atthe end of the weekend, include your
children in dismantling the boat and pack-
ing up the car. Everybody knows a seven-
year-old boy can dismantle anything in
less than three minutes and the “tireder” he
gets, the greater the chance he will sleep
on the way home. Just as you are congrat-
ulating yourself on another successful
weekend, a sleepy voice from the back will
invariably ask, “How much longer?” For
me, at least another thirteen years . . .

-
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Editor’s Note: The HOTLINE is printing
the following story for two reasons. First, it
is a remarkable adventure, one of the most
incredible journeys ever attempted on a
Hobie Cat and we would be remiss by not
including it. We hope you enjoy it and thrill
with the sailors and their amazing achieve-
ment, a milestone in ocean crossings.

Secondly, it is also a warning. Hobie Cat
and the HOTLINE do not endorse offshore
Hobie sailing. Hobie Cats were made to
sail within sight of land whether in the
ocean or on a lake. Some specially con-
trolled events such as the Hog's Breath
1000 include offshore sailing, but the
safety measures are extraordinary. Tony
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Laurent, profiled in the January/February
1987 issue, is one of the most experienced
Hobie sailors in the world. Daniel Pradel is
a seasoned French sailor and veteran of
many races, including a lot of Hobie sailing
experience. The two men thought they
were prepared. We hope others who may
be planning such adventures take note.

by Noelle Duck

Both passionate sailors had already
gathered in victories and trophies. But they
dreamed of the impossible: traversing the
Atlantic Ocean from Dakar, Senegal on

Africa’s west coast, to Pointe a Pitre,
Guadeloupe, part of the French Antilles in
the Carribbean. An Atlantic crossing is
always a touch and go affair in a sailboat,
but Tony Laurent and Daniel Pradel were
going to try the journey on a Hobie 18
Magnum. They left Dakar on November
12,1986 at 8:30 in the morning. On a
peaceful, windy Sunday 18 days later, a
local sailor, Mr. Guegen, was doing some
chores on his boat in the Basse Terre
Marina on Guadeloupe when he spotted
two exhausted sailors gliding into port. The
impending arrival of the team had been
announced by French Overseas Radio, so
Gueden knew who the two were.




“You want some help?” he asked with
concern.

“We're bloody hungry,” was the weak
reply.

With that exchange, the two sailors had
completed what many thought to be
impossible. They had traversed the Atlan-
tic on an open, 18-foot catamaran. But the
price they paid was great.

Laurent and Pradel had often thought
about crossing the Atlantic on a Hobie Cat
separately. Then, one July night, Laurent
told Pradel he had a “crazy project” to talk
about. Pradel replied that he, too, had
been thinking of something crazy. After
deciding who was to speak first, only two

words were said: “Atlantic Ocean.” They
decided on late autumn and chose the
course from Senegal to the French West
Indies, a route that had the reputation of
being “easy," a route American slave ships
traveled in the 17th and 18th centuries
because fresh trade winds and calm
waters made the going fast and unevent-
ful. “Once you have passed the Cape
Verde Islands, you'll see that the sea
becomes peaceful and that it will rock you
to your destination,” said their friends. By
the time Pradel and Laurent were making
final preparations on their boat, which

rested on the beach of NGor at Dakar, they ;

were dreaming of the sweet regularity of

-

the trades, still mild at this time of year, that
were to push them all the way to
Guadeloupe.

On the beach at the Meridien Hotel of
N'Gor, the Fujicolor, as the boat had been
christened in honor of the trek’s chief spon-
sor, had become a major attraction. The
crossbars had been set, the wings had
been placed and the double-layer tram-
poline, which would sandwich the bag of
plastic-coated maps, was stretched
between the hulls. They raised the mast,
fixed the shrouds and backstays and tied
the ARGOS beacon, an emergency
locater, to the back of the trampoline. They
fixed an inflatable mattress across the boat
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along with a plastic sheet to be used for the
protection of the sailor at rest. As they
readied themselves, tourists snapped pho-
tos and asked dozens of questions. Most
centered on the Seagold desalinator the
pair had bought from Pierre Felhimann, the
winner on uncorrected time, of the last
Around the World race. They explained
that the machine could produce six liters of
fresh water in only one hour by pumping
sea water through it.

At 8:30 on the morning of November 12,
Laurent and Pradel arrived at their boat
and were greeted by the staff and guests
of the Meridien. They stuffed their water-
tight bags with food and placed them in
the hulls. The food included a high-energy
mix of cereals, dry fruit, cream and honey;
bags of a protein drink; some cheese, a
Morroccan rice dish called couscous, a
little bread, butter and even some red
wine. The sextant, the two VHF radios in
plastic cases, the cigarettes and lighters
and other equipment were placed in
another bag and attached to the tram-
poline opposite the inflatable mattress.

Laurent and Pradel donned their equip-
ment slowly and quietly to the sound of the
beating waves. Polar underwear, dry suits
with neoprene necks, ankles and wrists,
were soon snug. Next, they slipped into
their trapeze harnesses, life vests and neo-
prene boots and their sunglasses and
gloves. Pradel asked for someone to help
carry the boat to the water and 20 people
volunteered, lifting the cat on their shoul-
ders and walking down the beach in a
slow procession. Just when the hulls
touched the water, a fishing boat began to
leave. It would show them the way through
the reef. The team waved a rapid au revoir
and jumped aboard. Laurent took the tiller;
Pradel sheeted in. They were gone.

“The third night passed the Cape Verde
Islands,” relates Laurent, “we realized that
our project was going to be much more
difficult than we had thought. | began to
understand that it would be torture, but it
was impossible to go back. The sea was
incredibly strong and there was no chance
of returning. But then, we had never even
thought about abandoning.

When we left the beach at N'Gor, the sea
immediately became very strong. We met
strong winds, high, but negotiable waves
and heavy swells caused by the north
wind. During the first night, the waves
came from all directions. Steering was
difficult. The night was so black that we
could not see the bows three meters in
front of us. A lot of concentration was
required to feel from where the next weird
wave would arrive. We saw a cargo ship
far away and | directed the beam of my
flashlight onto the sail. This was the only
boat we were to see during the entire
passage. Aside from that ship we saw an
old drifting can; that's it.

“We tried everything to sleep,” says Lau-
rent. “We changed the position of the

mattress so that we could put our heads
under the shelter. Impossible. After three
nights we were so fatigued that we fell
asleep in spite of everything but we were at
the extreme limit of exhuastion. Each time
a wave came over, the one at rest was
drowned under a meter of water. This
lasted several seconds. At the end of the
first week, we got upright without really
waking up and held onto the shrouds,
searching for air. Even between the waves,
we had the feeling of being in a drum with
people beating onit. The heavily loaded
trampoline was so near to the water sur-
face that the sea was beating from above
and below with incredible power.

Meanwhile, followers in France and in
Guadeloupe followed the progress of the
boat by tracking the ARGOS signal sent
out by the team's beacon. Supporters esti-
mated their speed at seven knots, slow for
the Hobie 18 and two seasoned sailors.
What they discovered was that a week of
heavy storm activity in the North Atlantic
was driving large swells into the small
catamaran nearly 2,000 miles away.

“In waves that never seemed to end, we
passed a sort of tropical tornado,” says
Laurent. “It was a black cloud like ink
above a white column that rose above the
sea. When night came, | asked Daniel not
to sleep. The first wave ran toward us, and
I've never seen a bigger one. It had to have
been more than ten meters. The wind
increased to 60 knots and we hauled
down all the sails. Despite that, the boat
was surfing like crazy. | couldn't control it
anymore. When we saw this, we just said
‘Looks like this will be the toughest night.’

“During the storm a wave struck and |
got up but was still under water. In fact, the
whole boat was under two meters of water
for about ten seconds. When | emerged, |
shouted at Daniel but got nothing. |
thought he was swept away! But the noise
was so intense that even though he was
just a few feet away from me, he couldn'
hear. Even he, on top of the Magnum
wings, had a hard time keeping his head
above water. After that, when it would
happen again, our only check was OK?'
and when the other replied OK,' one could
go back to sleep. The next day, there was
no wind at all, but the waves were still
there. In the morning | could not wake
Daniel. He was dreaming of having break-
fast on the terrace of a bistro at Toulon.”

Tuwo Fundned Pumps for
One of Water

“We talked a lot about food,” continues
Laurent. “We were always hungry. Then we
discovered another problem: thirst. Pump-
ing the desalinator took superhuman
efforts. On the beach at N'Gor, we
described to our fans what the Seagold
could do. While it was true that the water
was good, Daniel had to pump 200 times
to squeeze the equivalent of one glass of
water out of it. Each time, we had to take

the daggerboard out of the windward hull,
install the filter in the daggerboard case,
put the outlet tube into the mouth of the
one to drink, then start pumping. We had
two glasses of water per day, one in the
morning and one in the evening and that
amounted to 800 pump strokes. On top of
that we had to use fresh water to dissolve
the Substi 500, a highly enriched protein
powder. We had five bags a day of that.

“Daniel pumped for the whole passage. |
tried it once but it was too tough for me
and | told him | was going to give up
drinking. He waited several hours. | gritted
my teeth and he finally went on passing
me the tube.”

But while Pradel was left to do most of
the water pumping, Laurent tackled the
tough job of driving the boat. “We were
always in danger of capsizing even when
we reefed the main and rolled the jib," says
Pradel. "That would have been a catastro-
phe; our boat was overloaded with 100
kilos of tools, equipment, food and instru-
ments. Even without the load we had some
difficulties in our righting tests in the
smooth waters of the Bay of Hyeres in
France. There were a couple of times in the
Atlantic when we both thought ‘This is the
end’”

Laurent agrees that the sea had
become their enemy. “From the beginning,
we encountered only a stormy, disordered
sea that pushed the boat in all directions.
The noise was very loud and the absence
of any rhythm prevented us from getting
accustomed to it. The nights were the
toughest moments. When | saw twilight
arrive at about six, it was like a nightmare
repeating itself. | was not keen to go
through what | did the night before. Daniel,
who needs 12 hours of sleep a day on
land, whereas | need very few, was better
off during the nights. We learned a lot from
each other. Because of our spirit for sur-
vival, we never lost hope. When | saw
Daniel looking wild after he missed an
object, could not coordinate his move-
ments, did not understand what | was
telling him, or when he had problems
moving on the trampoline, | reduced the
speed of the boat and waited for him to
come back to reality.

“At the beginning we were both sea sick.
He was a little worse off than me; | had a
fixed scopoderm behind my ear—a
gadget that proved pretty effective. Daniel
let me steer and that reduced the sickness
since | had to concentrate on things other
than the nausea. He stayed on the tram-
poline operating the desalinator, preparing
the meals, controlling the sails. He took
care of me, nourished me, encouraged
me. | tried to do the same for him, so |
steered hours and hours as best | could.”

Food also presented unexpected prob-
lems for the pair. According to Laurent,
both men were reluctant to eat the food
concentrates from the tubes and the slabs
of high energy cereal mix. Still, says Lau-
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revulsion against the food out of the tubes

attached to the trampoline. When we
opened the bag, the waves flooded it with
water. When we closed it again, we had to
open the hull covers— between waves —
and had to find the food. Then we had to
close the hulls, put the pliers back and
finally pump the water for the Substi 500.

and vanilla. We never had enough water,
so the drinks were always too strong and
made us nauseous, although the vanilla

“Even dissolving the food was a prob-

but they were torn off despite the reputa-

after the other, washed away by the waves
while we ate and when we lost the last one,
it was a catastrophe. Fortunately, Daniel
had a stroke of genious. We took the case
of a flashlight (which was supposedly
waterproof but failed anyway) and poured
the powder and water into that. We stirred
with our fingers and ate. After a few min-
utes, we could actually feel the energy
circulating through our bodies.”

But this renewed energy wasn't enough.
In fact, the two were only taking in about
500 calories a day. Malnutrition, exhaustion
and constant submersion in salt water all
worked against them. Every time a small
cut, scrape or abrasion scarred their skin,

water led to ulcers on ankles, feet and
hands that also became infected.
“Physically, our biggest problem was the
fact that we were just always soaked,” says
Laurent. “Everything except our watches
and the Maglite was inundated. After two
days, we tried the VHF radios. They were
already rusty. One day after the start,
Daniel tried to fetch a cigarette, but a steep

opened the bag and flooded the lighters.
This wasn' a big tragedy since the next
day, a wave washed all our cigarettes
overboard anyway.

“When we each took our turn to sleep on |
the trampoline, we would take off our K-
Way overalls from Helly-Hansen —which
were quite practical with their zippers
everywhere—then our polar underwear
and we would wring out the water. When
we pulled them on again, we thought it
was sheer luxury. We had abandoned the
dry suits long before because it was
impossible to wear neoprene in such con- |
ditions; our ankles and wrists would just
balloon. Our boots were also thrown over-
board because the volume of our feet had
doubled and the neoprene prevented our
skin from breathing. Our feet became cov-
ered with ulcers which proved worse than

the sea water. During the last few days, |
couldn' prevent myself from trembling and
| hid myself when | had to vomit after

. seeing Daniel’s feet.

“Finally, on the night of Saturday,
December 6, we got the feeling that we
were nearing land. We could smell flowers
and trees. We could see lights and cliffs. It
was La Dominique, but we did not know
that yet. We just spent the night on the
leeward side of the island enjoying the
stillness. We were very happy. It was the
end and we knew that we had succeeded
although we didn't know exactly where we
were because it was next to impossible to
tell our position with the sextant; we were
too low on the water, and we bounced
around too much. Finally, on Sunday morn-
ing, we arrived in Guadeloupe.”

When the two sailed into the marina, it
turned out that they needed a lot more
help than food alone could provide. They
had to be carried to a small restaurant, the
Royal, where a doctor was summoned to
apply first aid to their wounds while they
stuffed themselves with their first full meal
since the beginning of their journey.
Pradels feet, which had seldom been atop
the wings and were always submerged in

salt water, were just tattered flesh. The skin |

was torn away over most of their surface.
Laurent had deep wounds and scars over
his butt and thighs as well as craters on his
feet a millimeter deep. Both men's hands
were covered with wounds that had
crusted and would not heal. Each cut,
which never had a chance to dry and heal
properly, was infected. Their circulation
suffered the effects of blockage due to
sitting and crouching in one position for
hours on end and their hips and knees
were paralyzed. Every movement brought
tears to their eyes, but the worst wasn'
over. They were almost in a state of shock.
With their eyes glazed and the circulation
problems preventing any feeling in their
lower extremeties, the pain was not nearly
as bad as it would become.

Later in the evening of their first day on
land, Pradel was wheeled to a restaurant to
have dinner with friends while Laurent
slept in his hotel room. Pradel's meal con-
sisted of two large steaks, a plate of
vegetables, noodles and six large pieces
of cake. Then he too retired for the eve-
ning.

The next day, both men could barely
move. Pradel, despite being given tran-
quilizers, was tortured by the dressings on
his feet, which began to come back to life
during the night. Tears welled in his eyes
for three hours. Groggy, he kept asking for
someone to help him. Finally, when he
managed to fall alseep, he felt himself
aboard the boat, unable to stop the rolling
movement or the hammering of the waves
in his ears. In his dream he stretched his
hand for a tool and some food only to have
the waves wash them away. With infected
third degree burns over his feet and

ankles, there was doubt that his feet could
be saved. Five days later back in France, a
skin graft was successful and his feet
began to heal.

Laurent, although not as severly burned,
was also racked with pain. His feeling had
come back as well. He did however, man-
age a breakfast consisting of a steak,
tomatoes, two bowls of cornflakes with lots
of sugar, six yogurts, a complete camem-
bert cheese, four slices of bread and
butter, croissants, other French breakfast
cakes and a platter of fruit. Still, he could
not move his limbs without extreme pain
and as the blood continued to return, the
pain increased. Unfortunately for Laurent,
his sailing idol, Mike Birch who had partici-
pated in the Route de Ruhm race and who
had helped plot their positions during the
final days with his ARGOS beacon, refused
to come to the Meridien Hotel at Saint
Francois, to salute them. “To shake hands
with him would help me more than all this
medicine,” said Laurent. Still, congrat-
ulatory letters, telegrams and phone calls
from Europe and North America poured in
by the dozens.

Fujicolor waited calmly on the beach,
almost mocking the sailors. It was
untouched by the ordeal. Nothing was
broken and it exhibited very little wear
despite the bashing. Even the sails,
pepared by Neil Pryde in the colors of the
French and Australian flags, were in excel-
lent condition. Sailors even took the boat
out to play in the surf while Laurent and
Pradel were attempting to recover.

The two drew several lessons from their
crossing. The first, according to Laurent, is
that “Nobody should ever try a crazy thing
like that; if we had known how tough it
would be, we never would have started.”
The second was the mutual respect
needed for a crew, or anyone, to survive a
long ordeal. “When | think of Daniel cling-
ing to the trampoline, his hands and feet in
a horrible state, | remember that never
during the whole trip did he once com-
plain.”

Pradel also appreciated Laurent. “Tony
is a much better driver than | am. | don't
know anybody else who's able to steer 18
hours a day in such high, vicious waves.”

Finally, the two learned that even if the
boat, rigging and the sails were able to
stand up to the punishment, the critical
points such as clothing and survival equip-
ment need a lot more preparation and
careful thought. Improvements need to be
made.

Naturally, the first few days after landing,
both said they would never try such a feat
again. But Pradel, who is mounting a Tor-
nado effort for the 1988 Olympics, began
to state that he wanted to salil in the 1987
single-hand Figaro race and Laurent
began to talk of racing Formula 40 cata-
marans in offshore grand prix events.
Despite their injuries, the sea had not lost
its allure. S~
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Perfect summer days are on their way;
the best Hobie sailing of the year is upon
us. Sailors everywhere are tuning, cleaning
and refreshing their memories about how
best to enjoy the waters. Along with all of
these experienced sailors are a great
number of fledgling sportsmen who may
have had little time on the water. Combine
this inexperience with a crowded weekend
at your favorite lake or bay and the result
could be a lot of frustration.

Sailing on a patch of water that plays
host to hundreds of other boats can
become a trying experience, but it doesn't
have to be if a few easy steps are followed
and if sailors keep safety in mind at all
times. A little courtesy and patience with
those less knowledgeable will also work to
the benefit of everyone. That's the word
from Officer Mike Shutters of the Mission
Bay Harbor Patrol in San Diego, California.
Officer Shutters patrols one of the most
intensively used bodies of water in the
nation and states that a little effort can
ensure a good time by all users.

The first things sailors have to know are
the four cardinal rules, the rules of the road
which are crucial to surviving a day of
sailing crowded waters. These rules are
just about the first things a new sailor
learns, even before he steps on the boat,
but a brief refresher won't hurt.

RULE 1: OPPOSITE TACKS

Simply stated, starboard-tack boats
have right of way over port-tack boats.
When the wind is hitting the right side of
the boat (starboard) as compared to wind
hitting the left side of an oncoming boat
(port), the boat on port tack must keep
clear of the starboard boat.

DIAGRAM 1
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RULE 2: OVERTAKING

Under this rule, a boat which is
overtaking another boat from behind must
stay clear of the lead boat. The overtaking
boat may pass on either side, but the
overtaking boat should be careful to leave
plenty of room between itself and the other
boat.

DIAGRAM 2

RULE 3: HEAD TO HEAD

When two boats are approaching head
on, each must stay to the right of the other,
just like driving a car.

DIAGRAM 3

RULE 4: TACKING AND JIBING

When you decide to change course and
execute a tack or jibe, you must stay clear
of other boats which are not tacking or
jibing.

SURVIVING CROWDED WATERS

DIAGRAM 4

RULE 5: SAIL OVER POWER

Sailboats, which are less manueverable
than power boats, have the right of way
over power boats. Motorized boats must
stay clear.

RULE 6: SKIERS

Water skiers usually have right of way
over power and sailboats. If you see a boat
towing a line, look out for skiers. They have
the right of way.

RULE 7: COMMON SENSE

This rule states that a sailor should never
insist on invoking rules 1through 6. “Even if
you have the right of way, don't insist on it
from a power boat,” says Shutters. “I see
people do that all the time. I've even had
Hobie Cats cut across in front of me when
I'm running an emergency in the fire boat.
Those people seem to say ‘| have a
sailboat and | have the right of way’ " Ali the
right of way in the world won't help much if
a power boat slams into your fiberglass
hulls. You just have to hope that power-
boat drivers will be knowledgeable about
the rules and courteous enough to abide
by them.

As far as the rules go, it's important to
remember that when you're out for a
casual day sail, you may be sailing with
sailors whose experience ranges from a lot
to none. Some skippers may only have a
nodding acquaintence with the rules of the
road and some may have their minds on
something else. There are no protest
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committees, no chase boats to help out in
case of a collision, so even if a port-tack
boat fails to yield right of way when you're
on starboard, don' press the issue. Feel
free, however, to remind the other skipper
of the rules of road.

Increasingly, conflicts between
boardsailors and skippers of other boats
are being seen. A sailboard is considered
a boat and is entitled to all the same
protections under the rules of the road.
“Some Hobie Cat sailors feel that
sailboards don't have any rights on the
water,” says Shutters. “It's kind of the same
thing drivers feel about motorcycles on the
streets; the motorcycles sort of become
invisible."”

The second most important skill Hobie
Catters sailing on crowded waters (or any
other type for that matter) should have is
an ability to right the boat quickly. The way
to learn to right the boat is to deliberately
capsize under controlled situations with
help standing by. Right the boat as often as
it takes to do it properly. People climbing
over their drifting boat, unable to pull it out
of the way of other boats, is a common
sight on many crowded waterways during
the summer. Often they require rescuing
by safety personnel or other boaters.

SAILING RESTRICTIONS

If the area in which you sail is a multi-use
waterway, there may be restrictions on
where you can sail, launch and land your
boat. Some waters have designated areas
for skier landings and if Hobies beach in a
skier landing zone, the skier is forced to
avoid the boat. Accidents are not
uncommon in such situations. Then, of
course, the sailor becomes legally liable for
the skier’s injuries.

Likewise, for special swimming areas.
Many city, county and state water parks
have special zones for the use of
swimmers and a streaking Hobie Cat is
definitely not welcome. In San Diego, a
Hobie sailing in the restricted areais a
good candidate for a ticket.

Although it may seem odd, Hobie Cat
skippers should also be aware of the
posted speed limits. Since Hobie Cats are
capable of speeds in excess of 25 miles
per hour, it is possible for a Hobie sailor to
violate speed laws that may have been
written to control power-boat wakes.
According to Shutters, “I've never written
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up a sailboat or a Hobie Cat for exceeding
five miles an hour if only because he's at
the mercy of the wind, and none of our
other people have either” Still, he does say
that such instances are not unknown and
some sailors have been issued speeding
tickets by other agencies.

Other laws sailors should keep in mind
include such basics as being sure boats
are registered correctly under the laws of
their home state. Boats not carrying
correct registration may be stopped. Boats
can also be stopped for not carrying life
jackets on board, something Hobie sailors
frequently neglect. If you have any
questions as to the laws applying in your
state, contact the local Coast Guard office,
your state's department of parks and
recreation or your state’s department of
tourism. [For a complete list of state
departments of parks and recreation, see
the July/August 1985 issue of HOTLINE.]

Many people sailing on crowded waters
may be visitors unfamiliar with all local
conditions. For example, some skippers,
even experienced ones, are fooled by
bridges they may be encountering for the
first time. When passing under a bridge,
be sure that the mast will fit and if there is
any doubt about which section to go
through, go under the one with the highest
clearance. If the body of water is affected
by tides, the bridge under which you sailed
an hour ago may be unpassable now, so
be aware of whether the tide is going in or
out. If you do become stuck under a
bridge, it's a good idea to open the hull
plugs and allow the hulls to partially flood
with water to lower the boat. Some sailors
can free themselves by placing all the crew
weight to one side of the boat, thus tilting
the mast just enough to angle under the
bridge. Shutters also belivesthat”. . .itsa
good idea to drop the sails if you get stuck
under a bridge, because the salil fighting
against the bridge can put a lot of strain on
the mast and bend it.”

Can the water ever become too
crowded to sail? Shutters says yes. When
that happnes, he says, “The people who
are more experienced get off the water
and that leaves us with those who are less
experienced. They really want to stick
around and get their sailing in, but that
means a higher incidence of boating
accidents and right of way violations.” The
more experienced sailors, says Shutters,

often wait until later in the day when the
water has cleared a little. In the meantime,
they picnic on the beach or just enjoy the
sun.

But those who do decide to beach their
boats and wait out the crowds must be
careful how their boats are situated. First,
the beach should be legal for landing.
Second, boats should not be left on the
water's edge so that strollers are forced to
zigzag in and out of parked boats. Third, if
a crowd of boats is already choking the
beach, try another spot. Boats coming in
after you may not find room and a jam
could develop. Negligent sailors could also
beach at full speed and cause boat
damage in a pack of beached boats.

When sailors are on the beach, they
should take care to pick up any litter before
they head back out for a sail. Most states
also have bottle laws which prohibit glass
containers of any kind from the beach
area. Also avoid drinking and sailing.
Although Shutters claims that “sailors don't
present problems with drinking because
they have to keep their heads about them,”
a sailor who's been on the beach and had
a few drinks may not be fit to skipper a
boat. (In that vein, sailors should also
beware of power boats carrying mobile
parties; it's a good bet the power-boat
skipper has had too many.)

Crowded waters are normally well
patroled by the governing authority of your
state and it's always a good idea to
cooperate fully with them. Sailors usually
find that the patrolmen are lenient and not
interested in harrassing sailors for fun. It
takes a lot to incur the wrath of most
patrolmen. “When sailors do something
that's hazardous, that's what upsets us. It's
not that they're inexperienced — we dont
mind those mistakes too much — but when
they just are not thinking or do something
that's blatantly hazardous, that upsets us.”

What would Shutters suggest to those
sailing on densely populated waters this
summer? “Id want to make sure they knew
how to right their boat and that they have
their safety gear and know how to get
away from a situation. Do not take out a
sailboat without any experience. Those are
the people we end up rescuing.” S&_
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very adventure needs a start. Mine started with an idea nurtured by the love

of sailing my Hobie 16. Couple the above with an inherent inability to live a

paint-by-numbers life and the stage is set. I've always been intrigued by post-

World War | pilots. The airplane had just come into its own during the war.

Flying a plane had been mastered by an elite few. After the ormer fighter

pilots returned to the States with experience and a burning desire to fly, but
there were no jobs for pilots because at that time, commercial use of the plane hadn't taken off. Most of
the pilots were absorbed into the work force, but a few couldn't deny their love of flying and began
barnstorming the country. For a few dollars they would share the thrill and freedom of flight with others
as they made their way from town to town

It was that same romantic image that set my wheels in motion. What started as a compulsion turned
to obsession as months of planning, preparation and financial staging began to erode into mid-
summer. My goal was to follow major point regattas within Division 4 (the Northwest) and get a “feel” of
what it's like living on “Hobie Time."

What follows are excerpts from a journal | kept covering four points regattas. In all, the four regattas
occupied two thousand miles of road, 21 days of sailing, and 30 days of being on Hobie Time, that
nebulous time zone, free of telephones, television, rush hour traffic and other demands that command
our attention during the normalcy of what we view as life

By Myke Holford
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July 25 - Boise, Idaho

| met Peter Nelson in front of the Capitol
building about noon. Frustration, delay and
setbacks began to fade as | caught a
glimpse of Peter waiting with gear in hand.
Peter saw my approach; it's tough to miss
my '69 Ford pickup, banana yellow and
black, toting a camper with a 16 foot Hobie
Cat in tow. My boat, affectionately named
Babe, looked like a rat dog on a leash
behind this mobile monstrosity. We
exchanged grins and greetings and offi-
cially punch in to Hobie Time.

it was Friday afternoon and we had
about 450 miles to cover before we could
camp. Our destination was Yale Lake in
southwestern Washington, the evergreen
state. Having been reared in Seattle, it was
like a homecoming. It's been said, “People
in Washington don' tan, they rust!” Not one
to be caught with my moss down, | prac-
ticed my slug chant and mildewing
techniques.

We didn't have a clue as to where we
needed to be. It was dark, we were on the
road for ten hours, and our brains and
bodies were crispy. We finally found what
appeared to be the launch area and called
it home for the night.

July 26— Yale Lake—Division 4 Championships

The dawn broke, but it didn't wake us
up. We were comatose. Activity outside,
and the thought of coffee, provided the
motivation to rise and slime (slug talk). The
morning progressed with the usual chaos
at the boat ramp: setting boats up, registra-
tion and the skippers meeting. Portland's
Fleet 72 was sponsoring this year's Divi-
sion 4 Championships, hosted by
Commodore Mike Ward.

We busied ourselves getting Babe set
up for the 11:00 A.M. start. The lake
extended for about three miles, and was
about a mile wide. The clear, green water
was cold and the air was fresh with an 8-10
mph wind on the rise. The only drawback
to this picture postcard scene was the
granite rocks that lay in wait for the
fiberglass hulls.

The races started with 15-17 mph winds,
double trapped and still luffing for those of
us close to minimum weight. The race
committee promised four races Saturday
with a break after the first two, and two
races Sunday, wind permitting. The first
two races were fast paced, six- and seven-
mark courses. After a half-hour break, the
winds settled to 8-10 mph for the remaining
two races. After a hard day of serious play,
everyone mellowed to the sounds of bur-
gers barbecuing, kegs tapping, firs
purring, and slugs sliming. Several
ambitious sailors explored the lava tubes
produced by Mt. St. Helens' eruption. The
only tubes we explored were the fiber-filled,
down variety.

It was tough getting out of bed Sunday
morning, not because of any heavy party-
ing the night before, but because our

mobile environment was totally trashed.
Looking at the mess through stuck eyelids,
| realized there was only one thing to do,
make coffee.

After breakfast, we readied the boat and
went over tactics that had worked, and
revised those that didn't work. We prac-
ticed tacking as we sailed toward the start.
Since this was only the second time we
had sailed together, | had no illusions of
placing; actually my goal was to place in
the top ten. In reality, out of 19 boats racing
in A fleet, | was averaging a consistent
15th. Not last, but definitely not single
digits. The final two races we placed 13th
and 14th, with an overall standing of 14th.
Not bad considering it was our first divi-
sional competition.

Most of the boats were ready to roll by
the time the trophy presentation started, so
it didn't take long before the parking lot
emptied. We bid fair winds to our new
friends, skipper Mark Shayne and his crew,
Dave Look, promising to meet in two
weeks at Lake Quinault for the Northwest
Championships. Unfortunately, Peter had
to be at work the following day, so |
dropped him off at the bus station in
Portland to endure an all night ride back to
Boise. What dedication! Ever notice how it
seems like your vehicle heels after you've
been on the water a couple of days? |
counter-balanced the bananamobile all the
way into Portland.

The state of Washington has got to be
one of the most beautiful states in our
nation. The climate varies from rain forests
on the Olympic peninsula to semi-arid in
eastern Washington. Everything is so
green; ferns, wild blackberries, mush-
rooms, moss, everything grows so
prolifically. It takes rain to produce all that
growth, lots of it! Where there is rain, there
is moisture, where there is moisture, there
are slugs. They grow slugs in Washington
like they grow cockroaches in Texas. We're
talkin' big slimers! The favorite pastime in
Washington, next to sailing, is slug salting.
Wearing shoes, (You've never been slimed
till you step on a Seattle slug barefoot!), the
salters go out at night with a flashlight and
a two pound bag of salt. Needless to say,
the slugs get the worst of it.

Lake Quinault, and the Northwest
Championships, were located on the edge
of the Olympic National Rain Forest. As |
wove my way around the south shore
road, | was impressed with the serene
calm that enveloped the lake and sur-
rounding mountains. The clear, green lake
is five miles long and three miles wide.

Only fishing and sailing boats are
allowed on the lake. Nirvana! The weather
was perfect! A breeze of 10-15 mph came
out of the west every day around 12:30 in
the afternoon, and continued all day until
sunset. | arrived a week early to familiarize
myself with the lake and the people in the
area. In the process of getting Babe ready,
I met Neal and Sherry Sherod from Seattle.

They flew into Quinault in a small single-
engine plane equipped with floats. Their
plans to meet a beach party in progress
were foiled by fog along the coast. We got
to talking about sailing and the upcoming
regatta. Neal mentioned that he and Paul
Ulibarri, commodore of Fleet 14, were
friends. Paul and Fleet 14 were hosting the
Northwest Championships next weekend,
and Neal had agreed to fly during the
regatta to provide some aerial perspective
for photographer Guy Motil. That evening
they graciously offered to share their fresh
crab dinner, an offer | couldn' refuse. The
Northwest Championships were begin-
ning to take on the form of “a happening”in
progress.

August 3—Lake Quinault

Paul Ulibarri, alias PU, greeted me with
a smile that stretched from ear to ear via
the heart, and a warm handshake that felt
confident and vibrant. After we introduced
ourselves, we broke into serious sailing
conversation. Our mutual love of sailing in
general and Hobies in particular made it
easy to talk. In Seattle he opened the first
Hobie dealership north of San Francisco.
That was in the early 70s. Today Paul talks
about the regatta, the people, and events
that will shape what happens during the
rest of the week.

| spent the following week searching for
acrew, sailing and getting to know the
locals. Sailors Doug Reed, Steve Teal and
Steve August were instrumental in my
search for a crew, and in understanding
the lake and its habits.

By Thursday, August 7, Id found a crew:
local logger and resident party animal,
Larry Rasmusson. | knew from the begin-
ning wed have a good time, regardless of
how we placed and | wasn't disappointed.

Up to this point, Larry and | had yet to
be on the boat together, so the warm-up
race gave us the opportunity to practice.
Once on the water, | put Babe up on the
edge and checked Larry. His eyes didn't
bulge out of his head and his knuckies
werent white. He actually seemed anxious
to get on the wire! He was agile and had a
good feel for boat balance. As we prac-
ticed some tacks and gybes, | noticed the
race started without us, so we sailed over
and slipped into the back of the pack,
heading for A mark. We finished the five-
mark race course mid-pack and called it a
day. Friday night brought out the party
animals, and the mist brought out the
slugs. By four in the morning they were
sharing common ground, grovelling over
the same piece of moss.

August 3—Lake Quinault— Northwest
Championships

Bob Brown, director of advertising for
Hobie Cat opened the skippers meeting
with a brief welcome and introductions,
then turned it over to Paul Ulibarri. Paul, in
his customary kick-back style, pointed out
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Guy Motil

the marks and fielded questions in a mat-
ter-of-fact way. With business wrapped up,
the first start was set for 11:15 A.M.

Larry and | were ready for this start. We
hit the line in the pole position, with only
four boats in front of us running the line. We
stood on starboard as long as possible
before tacking to port. Steve August’s
advice rang in my head, “Take the star-
board knock as long as possible, then ride
the lift all the way to A." Just as predicted,
we found an incredible lift coming down
the middle of the lake which carried us
steadily toward A mark. We rounded A in
about fifth place, only losing one place
throughout the race. In the second race,
however, we started poorly with a foul on
the start. After doing our 360, we found
ourselves in last place and never
recovered.

After a brief beach break, the third race
started with a general recall. Our next start
was better and we pulled off a ninth-place
finish. In the fourth and final race of the day,
we placed 14th out of the 20 boats racing
in A fleet.

On hitting the shore, the mood switched
to party mode. The Rain Forest Resort
provided a tasty roast beef dinner for the
120 participants. After dinner the lounge
was rocking with bodies bumping to the
beat of loud music, with dancing in the
aisles until the wee hours. As the night
progressed, the dew became mist and
campfires became beacons of warmth for
those wayward sailors tacking their way to
cold sleeping bags.

Sunday arrived too early. It seemed like
eons before the brain acknowledged the
existence of anything but the fuzz sur-
rounding sleep and my tongue. | didn'
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recall eating moss, but my mouth felt
slimed.

After breakfast and coffee, the body
moved toward the “normal” setting. The
skippers meeting was brief. We got the
boat ready with little talk. It seemed like we
couldn' get things in one sack, our heads
were still in shock from the night before.

Rhythm on the boat was slow and reac-
tionary. Consequently, our start was sloppy
with poor timing, which continued through
the first race Sunday morning. It felt like a
poor race, and the 16th place finish con-
firmed it. | had a feeling the next race
would be the last race of the regatta. We
had to do better!

We talked about the start, and how we
were going to be ready for this one.
Wrooong! We were buried mid-pack, eat-
ing garbage air, footing off to get enough
boat speed to cross the line. As soon as
we cleared the start, we immediately
tacked to port to get clean air. | could tell
that helped, as we started lifting toward A
mark while the rest stood on starboard. We
were second to A mark and it felt good!

By the time we rounded C, | could see
the lead boats tack to starboard and reach
for the finish. By this time we were in heavy
chop below the finish line with little speed. |
decided to tack and pinch the committee
boat. It was too tight! | couldnt make the
finish line and have any speed, so | fell off
to build boat speed. With no lift to help us,
the four lead boats passed in front of us as
we tacked back to starboard for our finish.
The committee boat gave us a cheer as |
pulled Babe up on one hull for the finish.
What a thrill! Fifth place felt like first.

Camps and boats were broken down
and packed up prior to the awards cere-
mony. After the awards presentation,
everyone milled about saying goodbye to
old friends, and new friends that seemed
like old friends. Before long the camp-
ground that just a few hours prior was
teeming with people and activity, was now
virtually empty and quiet.

There seems to be a decompression
period that starts when | climb into the
bananamobile with boat in tow, punching
out of Hobie Time, heading back to the
normalcy of everyday life. | call it the “Post-
Regatta Decompression Blues.” Thoughts
turn to overgrown lawns, summer home
repairs, loose ends from work, dirty laun-
dry and dishes, all awaiting my return. |
could feel myself starting to decompress.
The intensity level that was building all
week peaked at the end of the last race
and it all ended so abruptly. As the last
holdouts pulled away from the lake, | took
Babe for a sail and soothed the silent

empty void left by too much fun. The
gentle evening breeze mingled with bass
notes echoing in the trees as twilight gave
way to the night.

August 23-24 - Ocean Shores

The next points regatta was scheduled
for August 23 and 24 at Ocean Shores,
Washington. Longtime friend, pho-
tographer, and fellow Hobie sailor Wayne
Rudolph agreed to crew for me at the
Ocean Shores and Harrison Hot Springs,
B.C. regattas. Wayne is another Wash-
ington transplant presently residing in
Aurora, Colorado.

I met Wayne at Sea-Tac airport late
Thursday night, August 21. As people
streamed from the plane's umbilical tube, |
caught sight of Wayne's six-foot anorexic
frame, a head above most in the crowd. He
was wearing a set of headphones, and |
could tell by his eyc3 he was ready for
action.

By Friday afternoon we had gathered
what supplies we needed and proceeded
West to the ocean. The warm, sunny
weather was holding with reports of fog
along the coast. Large alder and fir trees
draped the road in shade. The smell of the
ocean kindled excitement and fond memo-
ries as we neared Ocean Shores. The fog
bank, which extended 15 miles inland,
enveloped the regatta site in a thick, cold
mist. Early arrivals Stan and Lorraine Car-
ter greeted us warmly. They told us horror
tales of fog all week with clearing fore-
casted by the weekend.

As predicted, the fog began to break up
late Saturday morning and we could see
that Gray's Harbor is a bay with a channel
bordered by Ocean Shores to the north
and Westport to the south. At the skippers
meeting we learned the first two races
would be held near the mouth of the
channel. Due to the strong current and
light winds, the remaining four races of the
series were to be held in the bay.

Coming from Idaho, | wasn't accus-
tomed to sailing in a tide current.
Consequently | got a lot of practice re-
rounding marks. Going to A mark in the
first race, | trailed the leader John Corrie by
8-10 boat lengths. The lead was enough
to allow him to overstand the mark and
tack from port onto the starboard layline in
front of the herd that | found waiting to nail
me as | reached A. | could tell | needed to
overstand the mark considerably to com-
pensate for the swift current. By this time
the herd was bearing down on me
screaming “Starboard!” It was a do or die
situation, so | tacked only to be sucked into
the mark. | could have died as | watched 11



places slip by. By the end of the third race
Saturday, we had placed 13th, 6th, and
3rd. Unfortunately, A mark had drifted dur-
ing the third race, so the race committee
eliminated that one from the results.

Sunday, | had a hard time getting it
together. | left the beach without my life
jacket. Hastily, we returned to the beach,
picked it up and got back out before the
first start. During the race, | managed to
ram a few more marks, much to Wayne's
dismay. | even lost my favorite hat gybing
around B mark during the last race. | had
about three seconds of indecision. Wayne
knew what | was thinking as | stared at my
hat drifting toward the two boats hot on our
stern. He was on the verge of panic, when |
completed the gybe heading for C mark
and the finish. Wear it well Neptune.

It didn't take long to break down the
boat. At the awards presentation, winners
gracefully accepted their duly-earned tro-
phies. | felt good about my progress.
Despite our mistakes, we still placed 10th
out of 20 boats. At Yale we placed 14th,
Quinault 12th, and now 10th. It just seemed
the logical sequence that Harrison should
bring me a single digit finish. That was my
goal. After the regatta, Wayne and | sepa-
rated for four days. Wayne visited his family
in Centralia, and | opted to decompress at
Lake Quinault and get in some sailing.

Monday started nice enough, the
weather was beautiful, and the pace was a
little slower than a slug in heat. in the
process of setting Babe up, a car ran into
the end of the extended mast. The impact
knocked Babe off the trailer and turned my
new mast into a V. | know a certain amount
of mast bend is beneficial, but this was
ridiculous! The next two days were spent in
search of a replacement mast. Thanks to
the efforts of Paul Ulibarri and Hobie Cat
Northwest, | was able to locate a new mast
by Wednesday.

Thursday | reunited with Wayne. After
explaining the bent mast and cleaning the
boat, we drove to Seattle and picked up
the new mast. Paul met us at Hobie Cat
Northwest and invited us to the Ulibarri
house for an evening of excellent food and
conversation.

August 30— Harrison Hot Springs

We got an early start Friday morning,
and arrived at Harrison Hot Springs, British
Columbia late in the afternoon. The expan-
sive lake stretched for miles traversing the
valley which forms its shores. Tall fir and
cedar trees forested the surrounding
mountains dwarfing the town and all within
it. About three miles up the lake, two
forested islands blocked further view of the

lake. Increasing clouds and cooler tem-
peratures signaled the advent of fall. A
depressing thought unless you are into
skiing, live in Florida or are a penguin.

We were allowed to park our Hobie
house beside the boat ramp in a log
staging area. By nightfall thirty boats had
arrived and more trickled in throughout the
night. That evening we experienced the
first rain since | had left Idaho.

Saturday morning brought a light misty
rain and shrouded the mountain tops in
clouds. Registration and the skippers
meeting progressed without a hitch. Rick
Chadwick introduced the mayor of Har-
rison and local Hobie enthusiast, and the
welcoming committee, Doris. The first race
was slated for 12:30 PM. by which time the
skies had cleared and the wind built to
10-15 mph.

The race committee called three fast-
paced, five-mark courses Saturday. The
competition was stiff and unrelenting. By
the end of the third race we were tired, but
pleased with our 14th, 5th, and Sth place
finishes. There was a good turnout of 60
boats, 22 of which were racing in 16A.

On the beach, we dropped the sails and
got ready for dinner. As we approached
the cooking area, the wonderful smells
tightened my stomach an extra notch. The
menu included a delicious spread of bar-
becued salmon, baked potatoes, corn-on-
the-cob and tossed salad. After dinner the
race committee introduced a different twist
by presenting themselves, and those who
provided support for the event, all of the
assorted giveaway items. As we walked
back to the mobile condo, the cool eve-
ning breeze brought a chill. Stuffed and
relaxed, we called it a day and retired early.

Sunday, August 31, we awoke to gray
skies. Showers during the night damp-
ened the ground and the gear we left
outside. By the time the white flag flew, the
clouds had broken up and the wind filled
in. We had two races, then came in for
lunch. As we sailed back onto the course,
the wind was building white caps on the
water, promising a Cooker.

After the 18s started, the 16As began a
nervous pacing between the line and their
respective perch. With the increased wind
and resulting speed, the pack hit the line
early forcing a general recall. When it
blows things happen fast! The boom
snaps across the salils, the tiller is respon-
sive with speed, and the boat trails a wake
and spray from the rudders. We maneu-
vered into good position at the start as we
stretched out in aiong, starboard tack. As
we made our way to A mark, two boats
blew over.

now Ang

The course was a screamer, ACABC. We
gybed around A and headed for C mark.
As we approached C, two boats in front of
us were neck-and-neck rounding C about
50 feet away. As the second boat rounded
C, | could tell the skipper was tangled in his
mainsheet ling, sheeting in and trying to
get unravelled at the same time. Wind filled
the floundering skipper's sails and he went
over, unable to break his sheets in time. |
fell off, taking C mark wide allowing room
at the mark with enough distance and
speed to skirt the flipped boat's mast and
sail.

On gybing around C, the quick pin
holding the blocks to the main traveler
broke loose allowing the boom to fly. For-
tunately, | had a tie string on the quick pin,
and the closest boat was 50 yards behind.
Wayne realized what happened, quickly
broke the jib loose, and took the tiller,
heading us up as | grabbed the blocks to
make the connection. The episode took
less than 60 seconds to correct. Thanks to
Wayne's quick reaction, we didn't lose a
place and finished ninth. Overall we placed
a respectable 10th. | felt pleased with my
improving consistency over the past four
regattas.

We left the following day for a quiet
leisurely drive back to Seattle and Wayne's
departure. As we drove, | could feel it was
time to wind down the adventure. Fall was
now in the air, the temperature was cooling
and colors were showing in the trees. It
was time to go home. As | journeyed back
to Idaho, images of this adventure filled my
thoughts. Caring people, breathtaking sce-
nery and the magic of living in Hobie Time.
With renewed excitement, | envision next
year. Thoughts and ideas take form to
create tomorrow’s reality. The adventure
continues.
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By Dick Bount
Photography by Guy Motil

Ola! |

What takes six Hobie Cats, two Holder
sailboats, nine Alpha sailboards, 35 col-
ored salils, two glass bottom kayaks, one
Boston Whaler, three four-wheel drive
Volkswagen Vanagons and a four by four
pickup, 84 swimsuits, a couple islands, 20
warm bodies, blue-green water, and six
tons of patience? A Hobie Cat new product
and swimsuit photo session in and around
the tropical southern waters of La Paz,
Mexico. The idea is really simple. Just
throw a few boats together, get a camera,
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drive to Mexico and, presto, action photos.
Should take a couple of hours, then back
for lunch right?

Wrong. Try committee meetings, bud-
gets, site locations, color selections,
volunteer participants, tourism bureau
meetings, travel arrangements, and logis-
tics. | won't bore you with the gruesome
details. Instead, relax, enjoy the some of
the finest Hobie photos you'll see any-
where and let me tell you a story.

Nine adults, one child and one puppy
answered the call for the commute to La
Paz, a small resort area about 1000 miles
south of San Diego. When we left Southern
California we looked like Mad Max in “The
Road Warrior” We had four rigs and four

trailers all stuffed to the gills. We were quite
a sight passing through Mexican customs.
We stopped at the check point, the officer
looked at us, the equipment and all the rigs
lined up behind us. He asked our destina-
tion. He looked at our entourage again.
Then us. Then he burst out in laughter
muttered “La Paz, yes you may pass,” and
continued to laugh. Great encouragement.
Our trip was less than an hour old and
we had "only" forgotten our spare gas
cans, a must on long trips through Baja. No
problem, we said unhook a boat and go
get em. Wed meet up later. The only game
plan was to get to San Ignacio before dark.
That's 600 miles south. The countryside
varied from crowded cities to farms to



shanties. It was always beautiful but for-
ever changing. The only constant was the
little paved road that seemed endless.

San Ignacio is, literally, an oasis in the
desert—simply marvelous palm trees,
lagoons and everything but shieks and
camels. As we dined on fresh abolone that
first night our only problems were a trailer
tire blowout and a dog with gastric difficul-
ties. We fixed the tire; and as luck would
have it the dog stayed in the rig | rode in.

At first light the Road Warriors were off.
There were three interesting things that
happened. The first was the spectacular
sunrise we witnessed with the vastly
changing foothills and cactus as a back-
drop and little pink and purple flowers
lining our little brick road. We even had
patches of ground fog for effect. The sec-
ond was when the Boston Whaler passed
the truck pulling it. Mind you, it could have
chosen the twisting, turning hills of the last
50 miles with sharp turns and 300 foot
drop offs. | have a hunch it didnt go to
drivers ed classes because this Whaler
slipstreamed, then shot past the truck pull-
ing it, paying no attention to oncoming
traffic. The two strangest looks were on the
operators of that truck as they saw their
expensive cargo pass them by. This was
the only time in my life | was glad a trailer
didn't have a rolling wheel mounted on the
front. It's the only reason why the darn
thing stopped dead in the middle of the
highway.

After 22 hours of hard driving, the most
wonderful thing to happen to us was run-
ning out of gas in front of the best fish taco
stand in all of La Paz; six tacos for a dollar.

We had arrived. Finally, we were safe,
sound and full as we tucked into our
complimentary hotel accomodations pro-
vided by the Gran Baja, the finest hotel in
La Paz.

The first day’s goals were simple: look for
possible picture sights and get some boats
afloat to shoot "ASAP,” or, as we have since
learned “You're Burnin' Daylight!” It took
three different tries to get the boats on the
beach in the “right spot.” All three spots
were okay by us and were within 100 yards
of each other. First, wrong side of the pier
according to one guy. Second, right side of
pier but too close, another guy. Last, the
end of the beach away from the pier, third
guy. It took awhile but we had two 17s and
a handful of sailboarders rigged and float-
ing. There was even a rumor that there was
film in the camera. | might add that the rest
of our delegation had now arrived compli-
ments of Mexicana Airlines. The purists
among us weren' real thrilled that the
“sissys” had arrived and crashed our party,
but after we saw how pretty they were,
those thoughts quickly vanished.

The rest of the afternoon was spent
making great reaches on 17s from one side
of the harbor to the other, while weaving in
and out of the moored yachts, with a
beautiful girl at my side. To my way of
thinking that was truly the Hobie way of life!

The next day we were presented with a
65-foot, diesel-powered yacht called the
Santa Cruz compliments of the La Paz
tourist bureau. We soon found out who
among us had sea legs and who didn't as
the craft rolled from side to side. Myself
and a New Zealander turned Canadian
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were fortunate to sail the only boats going
this day, two 17s. We had a tremendous
tacking and covering duel that put KZ-7
and Stars and Stripes to shame. There is
no truth to the rumor that | sabotaged the
rudder pin on his boat to knock her out of
contention; he simply couldn't hold his
boat together the last five miles. Besides,
he picked it. An hour later, we landed on a
lovely beach.

The beach camp had beautiful, aqua-
blue water, sharp cliffs and pristine white
sandy beaches for 300 yards. Someone
viewing this would have to wonder just
what the hell we were doing. Girls were
changing swimsuits every ten minutes.
First they were on the beach, then six of
em were in a row, then one by one they
were asked to walk in and around the
water, then get wet, all while Hobie Cats
and sailboards provided a backdrop and a
photographer shot pictures like there was
no tomorrow. This scene was repeated all
day long. We left the 17s on the beach and
headed home via the Santa Cruz, all the
while wondering how we looked, if our hair
was okay, if we were squinting, if we looked
stupid, but, above all, did we make the
cover?

Then we went camping for a few days.
We were supposedly shipping out at 4:00
A.M. and going to a better spot than the
day before. This meant we were to bring all
the boat gear and anything else we might
need for the next two days. The wake-up
calls came quick and it was a mad dash to
get everything to the docks; blankets,
clothes, salils, sailboards, food and drink.
Just one problem: our ship wasn't any-
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where to be seen.

As the morning hours slipped away, we
were burnin’ daylight bigtime, and had a
mountain of gear on a dock with no boat.

The local dock master was a big help and,

of all things, an Ivy League foreign
exchange student who cared zero for us
and lots for his beloved dock. He wanted
us off. Does he know what fat chance
means? We stayed until 10:00 A.M. when
our boat finally showed. So long preppy.
A few helpful rules of the sea are: never,

never tow four Hobie Cats with a shore
boat that could run out of gas, which it did;
try and straight pull four boats with a three
mph side current, which we had; drift into
the anchor lines and wrap around the
biggest boat in the harbor —a 120 footer
with the owner aboard —which we did. The
Boston Whaler would have been areal
asset to assist in our rescue had we been
able to find the key to it. This particular
rescue came in the form of our two-man,
one-paddle kayak and a one-third horse
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power inflatable Avon. For some reason |
don' think they will miss us at this marina.

It took all day but we found our new
cove far superior to the last one: White,
green and blue flat water, visability to the
bottom, salt and pepper colored sand,
large cacti, ranging hills and plenty of
wind. As the sun was setting, a few of us
got the call. “Get those sails up! Lets shoot
some pictures. We're burnin’ daylight.”

One of our technigues for action photog-
raphy was quite unique and relies on
precise teamwork and a death wish. Imag-
ine driving a Hobie 18 Magnum in 15-20
knots on a brand new slippery wing on the
wire, no footstraps, pushing as hard as you
can. Then add another 18 Magnum just to
windward doing the same crazy thing. If
the two boats aren't touching, you're too far
apart. The windward boat holds position
but does not drive over the leeward boat,
stealing her air. While this is taking place a
Boston Whaler is literally in between your
hulls or the other 18's hulls. Spray from your
boat is flying everywhere; water from the
other cat is filling in any dry spots. It looks
like a fire boat with water hoses turned
wild. Each skipper is trying to hold position,
not flip, simply max out. The Whaler's job is
to get the photographer in as tight as he
can while he shoots from the bow using his
toe nails as his only grip and holding
hundreds of dollars in camera equipment.
The Whaler is squished in between one
pair of hulls and the other boat acts like a
backdrop. Just when you realize you're
completely out of control, the pho-
tographer yells, “Come on a little more
speed! More action!” They want block to
block in this wind? No problem. So you flex
and sheet in inch by inch. Crashing the
boat is imminent, no mystery there. “More
speed, you're dogging it.” Your heart has
since abandoned ship; your model crew's
tan is now ghost white; every pound you
have is trying to hold the boat down, and
you wonder just what your epitaph will say.
Then the cry we fear most: “We're out of
film." It wasn't uncommon for miscalcula-
tion and sudden wind shifts on the Hobie's
part. Or for the power boat to get “a bit too
close” or simply drive up and over the 18 or
to come in so fast as to force the sailboat to
pitchpole. You really cant appreciate the
word thrill until you pitchpole because a
motor boat rear-ended you.

We were quite the campers that night on
the yacht. Bunks were very limited and it
was serve yourself. One technique was the
six bodies in a row on the fantalil, wrapped
in blankets and tarps. Still others braved
the ship's rooftop with colder open skies
but with an unobstructed view of the gal-
axy. My personal technigue was a bed
made of ten life jackets, a few sheets,
blankets, an Alpha 5.0 sail as a pillow, an
18 prisim jib as a bedspread, a view of the
Big Dipper and the warmest body | could
find. None of this Hilton stuff for us.



as ours. One session called for them to sail
in alagoon. The backdrop was a small
village at the high-tide line. The trick was
the tide which caused a sinking depth of
less than two feet over sharp rock and
coral. Try maxing out, feet in the straps,
body inches from the water surface in
groups of three and four and hearing “Quit
sandbagging; let's see some action!”

Our last dinner party on the island was
one we will “never” forget. You see, we
hadn' planned on spending another night,
but since it took us so long to get there, we
couldnt afford to leave. That meant a run
back to town aboard the much faster
Whaler for two unlucky volunteers who
braved six-foot swells to get more supplies.
Fresh water was getting low and we had
no lavitory facilities for this gala. It was quite
dark and our only working flashlight had to
be shared by 18 people and especially the
guys trying to repair the other lantern. Our
entree was hot chicken noodle soup
served by the plastic cup until supplies ran
out. The main course was a rather hard,
chewy, dark subsance of unknown origin.
It was rumored to be meat. It was a good
thing we didn't have any utencils because
no knife I've ever seen could get through it.
I'm certain it was the remains of the broken
daggerboard off the 17 which had washed
up on shore only hours ago after having
been sheared off by a reef. To go along
with our main course, we had what Id call
H/C ravioles. Hot on the outside and cold
on the inside. Once you fished them out of
the cup with your hands they were okay.
The bad part was we didn't have napkins
either, so shirts and sleeves seemed to fill

The sailboarder’s job was just as tough the void. For dessert, we were treated to of questions. They wanted to know aII

small round objects. From what we could
see and taste they were stones that had
been sugar coated. A great example of the
harmony this rare group felt toward one
another was when the last lolipop was
offered to be split 18 ways. Instead we
drew rocks, winner take all. A cold beer to
wash this all down would have been per-
fect. Unfortunately, our beer and soda
supply ran out many hours before. Good-
night.

The next morning, the Whaler and the
two volunteers safely returned and we
were all looking forward to a great break-
fast after our wonderful repast of the night
before. We nearly had bolillos and eggs,
but the bolillos got soaked with gas and
the eggs broke on the torturous return trip
in the Whaler. Oh well, we were burnin’
daylight anyway. So, off we wentto a
nearby cove, shot half the day away then
broke camp and headed back to the
Gran Baja.

Our last excursion was to be a road trip
with all the boats and 20 people in rigs that
only days before had room for 10. Destina-
tion: Los Barriles and the nearby Rancho
Buena Vista Hotel. Now this was quite the
place. Plenty of open beach, strong wind
and the welcoming arms of the generous
owners of the Rancho Buena Vista Hotel
who provided for our unexpected over-
night stay, and gave us an offer we couldnt
refuse: three meals a day that came with
our bargain rates. Twist my arm! Food? It
was an unknown commodity to us by that
time. As we unpacked and assembled our
boats | couldn't help noticing a couple of
kids hanging around. They asked all kinds

about the Hobies. One of the highlights of
my trip was taking those kids sailing for the
first time. In fact, they proved to be quite
capable on or off the wire and we had a
terrific time. | do feel sorry for their father
though. All the way home that poor man
would have to listen to two very special
children asking when they could own their
own Hobie. Once you're hooked, you're
hooked.

We spent our last sailing day pushing
the boats, sailboards and our bodies to the
limits. We were a game bunch. Everybody
had dings and bruises, but when the cam-
eras were on, we shined. That's what
counted.

That night it was back to the Gran Baja
in La Paz, and for some it was party time
since a carnival was in full swing. At last, on
our final night, Fearless Leader released
our bonds and we lived it up.

Our saga is over now. For some it meant
falling in love in a tropical paradise with the
world three feet below them. For others it
was a break from the real world: jobs, bills,
and responsibilities. For the coordinator
and assistant, it was a lot of hard work,
planning and, finally, relief that it was all
over. For all it was a time we won' forget
with friendships made and adventure
shared. | tip my hat to my fellow traveling
companions. Through thick and thin they
hung tough together. Through a lot of very
hard work, they made possible a great
Hobie photo session.

'Til next time I'm off to find more green
water, burn a little daylight and to see if |
can go over the edge just one more time.
Got some film? S

MAY«JUNE 1987/37



4

[

[
—
§
“
1

i

38/HOBIE HOTLINE



7 139

1987

MAY<JUNE



California Proline

Man’s suit by Speedo
Woman’s suit by California Proline

’ '0"~o" o

California Proline

Man’s suit by Hobie Apparel
Woman's suit by California Proline
Hats by Sand Mfg.




+

Point Conception Point Conception

Man'’s suit by Hobie Apparel
Woman’s suit by Point Conception
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Man’s suit by Hobie Apparel
Woman'’s suit by Expozay

Expozay
Hat by Sand Mfg

Expozay
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Man's suit by Speedo
Woman's suit by De La Mar

Active Waterwear 192
T R T R AR AR
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Man's suit by Hobie Apparel -
Woman's suit by Point Conception

Man's suit by Hobie Apparel
Woman's suit by Arena

Womens suits: left Kerrits,
right California Proline

o
P

Swimsuits:

Club Arena

5181 Argosy Drive
Huntington Beach, CA 92649
714-898-9411

California Proline

217 Helena Avenue
Santa Barbara, CA 93101
805-962-5134

De La Mar

7321 Fairmont Street
Jacksonville, FL 32207
904- 399- 3602

Expozay

10 E. 9th Street, C1378
Los Angeles, CA 90079
213-489-4285

Hobie Apparel
2101 W. Olive Ave.
Burbank, CA 91506
818-841-2665

Kerrits

P.0. Box 1143

Hood River, OR 97031
503-386-4187

Point Conception

210 Los Molinos, A

San Clemente, CA 92672
714-492-7178

The Raisin Company

32422 Alipaz Street, Unit A
San Juan Capistrano, CA 92672
714-493-0651

Porta Do Sol
P.0. Box 160491
Miami, Fl 33116
305-595-5013

Solar Swimwear

15t East Fowler Avenue, J
Tampa, FL 33612
813-971-0090

Speedo America

P.0. Box 4104

5100 S.E. Hurnex Road
Portland, OR 97208
503-775-0M

Splash Suits

500 Seabright Avenue
Santa Cruz, CA 95062
408-425-0488

Hats:

Sand Mfg. Corp.
8775 Production Ave.
San Diego, CA 92121
619-695-0630

Sandals:

World Pac Trade

P.0. Box 4310

Santa Barbara, CA 93140
805-684-0641

California Flips

7131 Owensmouth, Suite C-89
Canoga Park, CA 91303
818-883-3588

Sun Products:

Aloe Up

P.0. Box 2913
Harlingen, TX 78551
512-428-8416

Iced Bronze

2005 W. Balboa, Suite 123
Newport Beach, CA 92663
714-499-1647

Latitude 20

Suntan Products, Inc.

901 South Catalina Avenue
Redondo Beach, CA 90277
714-793-6102

Nuba Kanuba

69 Lee Ave.
Haledon, N.J. 07508
201-942-4345

Zinka

15000 S. Avalon Blvd., Unit F
Gardena, CA 90248
213-515-2252

Airline:

Mexicana Airlines

9841 Airport Blvd., Suite 314
Los Angeles, CA 90045
800-531-7921

Hotel:

Gran Hotel Baja
California Sur
Calle Rangel s/n

La Paz, Baja California Sur
MEXICO
1-800-2RAMADA

Travel:

Padre Travel Services

1721 Oceanside, Blvd.
Oceanside, California 92054
619-439-2151

The HOTLINE extends thanks to the city

and people of La Paz and to the La Paz
Tourist Bureau.
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Cool Cat Coolers are soft-sided Cats fit easily into the car, on a boat
coolers designed to be convenient or anywhere you want to take food
and versatile. The design, using and cold drinks.

nylon, foam, and vinyl, allows you to Cool Cat Coolers are great for the
put ice or an ice pack directly into beach, a boat, a football game, an

Ithekcooler without worrying about afternoon in the park, or just for
AN lunches at school or work. There are
Cool Cat Coolers are soft, flexible many different styles and types of
e 5 and light. Storage, whether empty or Cool Cat Coolers, one for your every
/ { i
/it full, is no longer a problem. Cool cooler need. . P.O. Box 490
arpinteria, CA 93013
MURRAYS MARINE (805) 684-8393

There’s afine line between going under
. and staying on top.

Omega Corporation |
130 Condor Street |
East Boston, MA 02128 | ‘
(617) 569-3400 |

Other colors and styles available. Call or write for a free ca




DATELINE:

S

1987 HOBIE 16 WOMENS NATIONAL

CHAMPIONSE

—SEPTEMBER 8-11, 1987

1987HOBIE 16 U.S. OPENNATIONAL

CHAMPIONSE

—SEPTEMBER 13-19, 1987

The site is on the Bay just south of
San Francisco Airport off of the
famed "COYOTE POINT." The
venue is renowned for four out-
standing traits, which make it ideal
for the premier sailing event: great
winds, relatively flat water, the
clearest weather in the San Fran-
cisco area and its fantastic views &
food.

Womens Championship

The Womens 16 Nationals will be
held September 8-11. The first day
(September 8th) registration and
qualifying; (if qualifying not neces-
sary) then...practice races/fun

gles and distance.

Name

Address

City State
| am prequalified from Div.

| wish to qualify from Div.

Telephone

[] Womens Nationals, $100.00

[J] Open/U.S. Nationals, $125.00

P.O. Box 1008
Oceanside, CA 92054

RACE REGISTRATION FORM
(This form must be postmarked by August 17th, 1987)

Send to: HOBIE CLASS ASSOCIATION
Hobie 16 National Championships

U.S. Open Championship

The 1987 Hobie 16 U.S. National
Championship will be run in a typ-
ical Hobie fashion. September 13 &
14 (qualifying), 15, 16, & 17 (champi-
onship) and 18 & 19 (finals). The
winds should be great so be ready
to sheet in and max out. See you on
the water.

Registration

Both events are on factory supplied
race ready Hobie 16's. Both events
will be sailed in round robin fashion.
All skippers, whether prequalified or
not, must have their race registra-
tion postmarked by August 17th.
Entry Fees

Womens: $100.00 before August

Last Name
Address
Zip City

Arrival Date
Departure Date

No. of Adults

EMBASSY SUITES HOTEL
REGISTRATION FORM

Send to: EMBASSY SUITES HOTEL
150 Anza Blvd.
Burlingame, CA 94012
Phone: 415/342-4600 or 1-800-EMBASSY

17th, or $125.00 thereafter
Open: $125.00 before August 17th,
or $150.00 thereafter

Accommodations

For those of you who requested a
great hotel, we found it! The
Embassy Suites Hotel. This remark-
able hotel has great facilities, food,
and its only five (5) minutes away
from the race site, Coyote Point.
Embassy Suites Hotel room rates
are $89.00 per nite single or double
occupancy. This includes daily a
complete breakfast (not continental)
and two hours of cocktails at hotel
bar nitely, at this new luxury hotel.
Listed below is a form with group
rates for all our Hobie Catters.

State Zip

Children
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Hobie/Alpha Sailors
You can count on finding
copies of the latest HOTLINE at
the Hobie dealers

HOTLINE Circulation Department, PO. Box 1008, Oceanside, CA 92054 (619) 758-9100 x263
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Sallboats, Inc.
Mt Clemens

T.J. Sales
Pinckney

Bloomfield Beach and Boat

Pontioc

uy

Hobie/Alpha Dealers
Make sure you have plenty
of HOTLINES on hand.
The most informative catamaran/
sailboard publication available.

listed below.
(DEALERS) CANADA GEORGIA N A,., Ponisula Sallboats
Sunburst Sallecraft Augusta Boat Center, Inc. Ropid City
Edmonton, Alberta Martinez Moble Sports Center
ALABAMA Windsurfing Alberta Salling, Inc. Richland
llnl\;‘onlry:alllng Center Calgary. Alberta s sall North
RO Northern Sall Works = b’”V’s’"‘" Traverse City
" wnbar Salls
ARKANSAS Winnipeg. Menitobo S); Simons filond MINNESOTA
Arkansas Sports Supplies Southwest Sells Seven Seas Yachts, Inc.
Little Rock :"0’:0"' Ontorio HAWAII Bloomington
Jock Baker Marine Froome's Salling Center HI T
ARIZONA Mississogua, Ontario Kailua :V’::: Beor Loke
Arizona Salling Center Cotomarine
Phoenix Toronto, Eosl Onferie ILLINOIS MISSISSIPPI
Hi Tech Catamarans Sallcraft of Conado Thede Marine Seashore Salls
Phoenix Kirklond, Quebec Downers Grove Long Beach
Ship's Store Sall Loft
Tueson COLORADO Fox Loke MISSOURI
Rocky Mountaln Marine Adventure Sports Salling the Wind
AUSTRALIA Denver Rockford Springfield
Coast Catamaran Australla
Sunsport of Colorado
Erino it INDIANA NEBRASKA
’ Actlon §| ts N' Sall
CALIFORNIA Chinook Sallboat "ov:o ’- Marine Service . g:n:":' bl
Sallboats of Bakersfleld Pueblo i
Bokersfield Sallboats, Inc. Indlana NEVADA
% '." 42 CONNECTICUT Westfield Unicorn Enterprises
Myrray’s Marine Condlewood East Las Vs
Corpinterio Salling Center KANSAS 9
Hoble Sports Brookfield Clnhullcuh NEW HAMPSHIRE
Dano Point New England Salls Chante Arey's Marina
Salling Conter Worehouse Point Heritage Yachting Moultonboro
Friant The Boat Locker Overland Park New Hampshire Hoble Cat
Clouss Enterprises Westport American Inland Yachts Seobrook
Homewood Wichito
Accessorles for Sall DELAWARE KENTUCKY NEW JERSEY
Marina del Rey Falrweather Marine Center Cranford Boat and Canoce
Sun Solls Bear lou:-vl"- Islallbonl Sales Cronford
oulsville
h {
Modesto FLORIDA ch:’h! :ru Marina
Windy Salls Cycle Marine LOUISIANA owi
Mission Hills Ly Boadenicn Pack and Paddle Hocken|os Boat Company
Monronico Playground Salls Lofayette Loke Hopotcong
Sonta Sarbora Ft. Wolton Beach Lok Charles NEW MEXICO
Actlon Salling Center
Newport Beach Key Salling MAINE Apache Marine
ke Ocovustie Gulf Breoze/Pennsacolo Sebago Hoble Albigacaive
Oceonside Sallboats, Inc. North Windham NEW YORK
k 1l
Intand Salling Co. & o c‘:"" °“ = MARYLAND Northway Marine
ean Connection
Sacromento Terscalosdh Backyard Boats Clifton Park
Hoble Sports Center Sollboards Miaml, fne Annapolis Bellpat Marine
San Diego Key Biscayne L G Maryland Marina East Potchogue
Wind and Sea Sports Middle River The Boat Store New York
San Diego Troplcal Sallboats Mossapequa
Key W
The Windline Sy vest MASSACHUSETTS Salling Conter of New York
San Jose Actlon Sall and Sports Conter |  swift Salling Rochester
Melbourne Harwichport
A, P
"lsz’:v::r.n':: Phahnen Salling Store Ensign Marine NEW ZEALAND
O'Nellls Yacht Center Orlando Mattatoisett Performance Sallcraft
1] Marl Tako
Santa Cruz s-n::":'onra c:r' ne MICHIGAN e
Aschl Sports oiid The Weathermark NORTH CAROLINA
§ Loke Tohoe and R Sallboats
South Naples Bay City Skyland Sallcraft
Watersports Limited P 3 Arden
Wolf's Annex
The Cycle Shop
Ventura Yollohasses Benton Horbor Marsh's Surf-N-Sea
Tompa Sallcraft Wurster Sallboards Atlantic Beach
Tompa Cassopolis Greenville
Soll Place Boaots-For-Sell
FRANCE Cedar Springs Chorlotte
Coast Catamaran France Empire Marine Sallboats LTD
Hyeres Flint Greensboro
Summit Haus of Michigan Bayside Watersports, Inc.
Jackson Nags Head

BW'S SurfShop
Ocracoke Island

Off the Beach

Roleigh

Ships Store North Carolina

Wilmington

NORTH DAKOTA

Scheels Sporting Goods
Fargo

Washburn Boat Shop
Washburn

OHIO

Salling Spirt
Bath

Strietly Sall
Cincinnati
Dayton

Harbor North
Huron

Sallboat Sales-Toledo
Toledo

OKLAHOMA

Agquatics Contor
Edmond

Tulsa Sallcraft
Tulsa

OREGON

Windjammers West
Portland

PENNSYLVANIA

Sport Chalet and Sall Conter

Allentown

Pler West
Erie

Clows & Strowbridge
Frozer

Sallboat Headquarters
South Hampton

PUERTO RICO

Valerla Carlbe Cat, Inc.
Isle Verde

RHODE ISLAND
Megrews Boats
Chorlestown

SOUTH AFRICA

Coast Catamaran Pty, LTD,
Cape Town

SOUTH CAROLINA

Timeout Boats
Mt Pleasant

Valk Sallboat Center
Columbio

Salling Connection
Myrtle Beach

TENNESSEE
Rooke Salls
Memphis

TEXAS

Salling Imports
Austin

Sallboat Shop
Austin
Houston
San Antonio

Triangle Windsports
Beaumont

Lone Star Salling
Breckenridge

Spinnaker Marine
Corpus Christi

Inland Sallboats
Dollas

Ft. Worth Sall and Marine
Ft. Worth

Gulf Coast Salling Center
Kemaoh

Woody's Paddles'N Salls
Lubbock

Padre Marine Sports
So. Padre

Simpson's Sallboat Shop
Tyler

UTAH

Southern Salls Sports
§t. George

Rightfit Sports
Salt Lake City

VERMONT
Chiott Marine
Burlington

VIRGINIA

Backyard Boats
Alexondrio

Trall'N Sall
Richmond

Peninsula Salling Center
Tobb

Trafton Marine
Virginia 8each

WASHINGTON

Mt. Plichuck Ski and Sport
Everett

Hoble Sports
Kirkland

Sports and Sall
Richlond

Sports Creel
Spokane
WISCONSIN

Spitzer, Inc.
Middleton

Crummey's Sport and Marine

Whitewater

WYOMING
Mowuntain Sports
Casper




HOBIE
RACING

IN THIS SECTION:

Major Regattas
Regatta Schedules
Fleet News
Regatta Results

WORLD HOBIE
CLASS ASSOCIATION

The racinc ~ it of

MAJOR EVENTS

May/June 1987
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MAJOR REGAT TAS

May 23-24

June 1-6

June 12-20

June 13-14

July 22-25

July 27-August 1
August 29-September 4
September 8-11

September 13-19

September 23-30

Mid-Americas Championship

Lake Texoma, Texas

Hobie 17 U.S. National Championship
Daytona Beach, Florida

Hobie 18 World Championship

Toronto, Ontario,Canada

Atlantic Coast Championship

Ocean City, New Jersey

Canadian Hobie National Championships
Baddeck, Nova Scotia, Canada
Hobie 18 U.S. National Championship
Minneapolis/St. Paul, Minnesota
Hobie 14/Turbo National Championships
Elk Rapids, Michigan (BYOB)

Hobie Womens U.S. Championship

San Francisco, California

Hobie 16 U.S. National Championship
San Francisco, California

Hobie 14 World Championship
Mauritius

Anne Craine
817-464-3748

H.C.A.
619-758-9100
H.C.A.
619-758-9100
Lynn Pearson
609-390-8182
Paul Jamieson
902-564-9517
H.C.A.
619-758-9100
H.C.A.
619-758-9100
H.CA.
619-758-9100
H.C.A.
619-758-9100

H.CA.
619-758-9100
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REGATTA SCHEDULE

Division 1 Division 5

9 Michel

ooy 2-3 Fleet #48 srd
25 Michelob Renatta Ron Schranz g

Kailua, H 808/261-3189 o 20N -058
June 13 Kahana Bay Campout .

Kailua, HI " "

Froome's Tune-Up —

Bellows, MI May 16 John Cox

r. CO 800/525-2723
July &5 KYC Class Boat Invitatior %
lows, HI May Memorial Day Points Regatta/F Berry Lar rd
Heron Lake, NM

July 18-91 Froome's Sailing Company

Bellows, HI

Che v ) Co 800/525
Division 2 B -
June 6-7 He ! a/Fleetsss Berry Langford
Heror )5/256-7879
May 2-3 Foster's Lager Las V Grar Prix Steve rar
Boulder City Lake Mead) WV 641 - June 2 28
May 7-10 Lake Havasu Regatta/WHCA L ]
Lake Havasu City AZ 6 75 910 une 28
May 16-17 Castaic /Fleet# er r
Lake Castaic, 49 July 5
- Hurricane Cul Rich May
San Pedro (Cabrillo h) CA 2 860 W38 July & F
June 13-1% Sauza Classic ta/Fleat sy M y J x
San O ay, CA 619/484-4814 July 1 9 ]
June 28 q Bear Hobie Cup Larry Cox
g Bear Lake, CA
July 11-12 ch Grand Prix George Martir
on C 800/525 23
July 25-26 The Cachuma Fleet#s! E
Santa Barbar 805/48

1499

Division 3 asy 2 1987 Gulf Goast Championships Fle

ay 2 Rio Roundup /Fleet#194 (26 mile race F Kitowsk May 5 Flaet Mee ) 9
Brannar i State Purk, CA Lake Charles, LA
May 9-10 Wet & Wild Points Regatta/Fleet#2! Virce Sebear May 10 Spring Scries/THE REEF #528 R.J
Oakdale ( dward Reservoir], CA 209/576- 7499 Rutherford the Culf or TEA 318/87 0
May 16 Tran Delta Mike Buckenham May 16-1 87'/Fleet#128
Stockton (Sandy 209/878-2706 X
May 23-24 Silver te Inv ynal /Flee Ly . May 23-28 Fleet$23 Anne Craine
Reno (Washoe Lake State Park), NV 702/329-3798 817/464- 374
May 30 Vali Fever Regatta/Fl R Johnstor May 27
Lake Yosemi CA 209/723-0766 5
Jute 6-7 1987 Otter John Moore May 31 Spring Series/THE F/Fleet#528 R.J. Myers
Monterey, CA 3 89 Rutherford the Gulf or TBA 318/478-7310
June 20-21 Commodore's Open Sailing C "
Huntington Lake 209/822
June 21-22 Round Treasure Island Re Fleet Margaret June
Alzmeda (Crowo Zeach), 415/881-7725
July 11-12 Wild Card Regattu/Division 3 g Carney June 4 Catsie Tucker
TBA 408/265- 7222 3/797-452
July 18-12 Recredtioow. Race & Campo't Pot Porter June 2% 7; seting ‘ # ames Kruciak
Wench Creek, Urion Valley v CA 916/525-619 >3 tor X 5 27690
July 25-26 Division 3 Champioosmi I Carney e y e ool o
Szn Francisto Bay or TBA 308/265- 832 > . 4 3
July Summer | Race/F 1 Ray Seta
San Antor TX 5 7
7 Meetir

Division 4

May 9-10 Sandpoint Re
Seattle (lake Wz

atta/Fleet#95
hgton), WA

July 18 F

Sailing Activity /Fleet#9
June 13-14 Rose Festival Regattd?Flect#33 ¢ 72 Fu Lak arles, LA
Vancouver Lake, WA 503/288-2
July 25-26 e 39
June 20-21 Larry Simpsoo Memoric. Re a/Fleet#193 Kathy Leach ansas), TX 512/952-63
Fernridge Lake, OR 03/942-477%
July 29 Ja Kruciak
June 27 Jeritmo Beach Regattd?Fleet Steve 2
Vancouver, B.C., Canada 60426
July §-5 Northwest Womens Ch ships/Fleet#35 Paul Carter
)cean Shores, WA 2 68
July 11-12 Bohemia Mining Days/Fleet#193 Kathy Leac
Dorena Lake OR 952
July 18-19 Sudden Valley/Fleet#37 z
Bellingham, WA 2 3 29
July 25-26 Yale Blowout/Flest#72 Stan Breed
Yale Lake. WA S03/651- 056

52/ HOBIE HOTLINE




Division 7

May 3

May 16-17

May 24-25

May 30-31

May 30-31

May 30-June 2

June 6-7

June 13-14

June 20-21

June 20-21

June 27-28

June 27-28

June 27-28

July 3-8

July 5

July 11-12

July 11-12

July 18-19

July 18-19

July 18-19

July 24-26

July 25-26

Madism P

Long Distance Rogatta/Fleet#59
Stockdon Lake, MO

Duane Lewis
§17/882-6843

Intrafleet#1/Fleet#139 (icebreaker on 5/16/) Ed Swotek

Lake Perry, KS

Memorial Day Regatta/Fleet#59
Stockdon Lake, MO

Ist Winds Regatta/Fleet#sy
Des Moines, IA

Club Race #1/Fleet#297
Melvern Lake, KS

Ice Breaker/Fleet#198
Angostura, S.D.

Intrafleet#2/Fleet#149
Lake Perry, KS

Ozark Mountain Cat Encounter/Fleet#59
Stockton Lake (Crab Tree Cove), MO

Old Timer's Points Regatta/Fleet#291
Yankton (Lewis and Clark Lake), S.D.

RF Invitational /Fleet#198
Angostura, S.D.

Manitoba Hobie Cat Regatta
Manitoba (Clear Lake), Canada

1987 Mid-Eastern Championship
Lake Pepin, MN

Club Race#2/Fleet4297
Melvern Lake, KS

Battle of the Angostura Stars/Fleet#198
Angostura, S.D.

Hobie Cracker Regatta/Fleet#5%
Springfield (Fellows Lake), MO

Bent idast Point Regatta/Fleet#192
Lincoln (Branched Oak Lake), NE

nt Regatta/Fleet#472
rshall Park), Wi

Madison
Casper's Last Stand/Fleet#156
Glendo, WY

Intrafleet#3/Fleet#149
Lake Perry, KS

Club Race#3/Fleet#297
Melvern Lake, KS

North American Regatta/Fleet#532
Lake Sakakawea, N.D.

10th Annual Madcatters Regatta/Fleet#297
Melvern Lake, K

Division 8

802/895-3498

Duane Lewis
417/882-6843

Dan Jespersen
515/279-9239

Charlie LeClair
316/3%2-8678

Ron Whiteman
605/3481-3686

Ed Swotek
802/895- 3498

Duane Lewis
417/882-6843

Don Miller
605/665-8027

Ron Whiteman
605/381-3646

Paul Gray
208/667-2563

Ted Jagger
612/429-1950

Charlie LeClair
316/342-8678

Ron Whiteman
605/341-3646

Duane Lewis
817/882-6845

Dennis Wheeler
402/455-9681

Sharon Carlson
608 2-6768

Ron Whiteman
605/341-3646

Ed Swotek
502/895-3498

Charlie LeClair
316/332-8678

Steve Hoetzer
701/258-5926

Charlie LeClair
316/3%2-8678

July & Independence Day Fun Day/Fleet#36
Key Biscayne (Hobie Beach), FL

July 7 Officer's Meeting/Fleet#36
Key Biscayne, FL

July 9 General Membership Meeting/Fleet#36
Location to T8A

July 11-12 Fort Lauderdale Regatta/Fleet#sy
Fort Lauderdale, FL

July 25-26 Windbreaker Points Regatta/Fleets
Sarasota (Lido deach), FL

Division 9

Andy Newitt
305/382-3027

Andy Newitt
305/382-4027

Andy Newitt
305/382-5027

Scott Corson
305/983-41a3

Jarl Malwin
813/439-2567

May 5
May 5

May 9-10
May 10

May 14

May 17

May 19

May 23-24
May 31

June 2

June 5-7
June 6-7
(NEW DATE)
June 1§
June 16

June 20-21

June 21

Officers' Meeting /Fleet#36
Coconut Grove, FL

Fleet Mecting/Fleet#45
Cocoa, FL

Arina Maria Island Rogatta/Floet#39
Anna Maria lsland,

Fun Day ot Hobie Beach/Fleetd36
Key Wiscayne, FL

General Membership Meeting/Fleet#36
Location TBA

Distance Race/Floet#36
Key Biscayne (Hobie Beach), FL

Board of Directors Meeting/Fleet#45
Cocoa, FL

Memorial Day Ocean Regatta/Fleet#ds
Cape Canaveral, FL

Triangle Points Race/Flect#36
Key Biscayne (Hobie Beach), FL

Fleet Meeting/Fleet#a5
Cocoa, FL

Penrod's Hobie Regatta/Fleet #4%
Ft. Lauderdale,

Florida World Open
Clearwater Beach, FL

Triangle Points Race/Fleet#36
Key Biscayne (Hobie Beach), FL

Board of Directors Meeting/Fleet#us
Cocoa, FL

3rd Annual Hobie Points Regatta/Fleet#111
Jacksonville Beach, FL

Fun Day at Hobie Beach/Fleet#36
Key Biscayne (Hobie Beach}, FL

Andy Newitt
305/382- 3027

Sam Anderson
305/773-0291

Mike Stahr
813/778-%

Andy New
305/382-8027

Andy Newitt
305/382-%027

Andy Newitt
305/382-5027

Andy Anderson
305/773-0291

Sam Anderson
305/773-0291

Andy Newitt
305/382-3027

Sam Anderson
305/773-0291

Scott Corson
305/983-5143

Dennis O'Hern
813/866-1737

Andy Newitt
305/382-8027

Sam Anderson
305/773-0291

Holly Jeter
904/3858-7310

Andy Newitt
305/362-3027

May 2-3 N.C. State Championships/Fleet#s?
Henderson (Kerr Lake), N.C.

May 9-10 Myrtie Beach Hobie Regatta/Fleet#174
Myrtle Beach, S.C.

May 23-28 10th Annual Points Regatta/Fleet#257
Washington, N.C.

May 30-31 Virginia Beach Points Regatta/Fleet#32
Virginia Beach, VA

June 67 Pam Walker Memorial Regatta/Fleet#181

Lake Murray, 5.C

June 13-13 Virginia State Championships/Fleet§221
Hampton, VI

July 18-19 1987 Division 9 Championships/Fleet$191
Carolina Beach, N.C.

Division 10

David Hough
919/467-8263

More Info.
803/626-SAIL

Mac Davis
919/833-5113

John Frazee
B0A/827-3554

Pat O'Cain
803/957-6306

Doug Markel
808/323-7048

David Richbourg
919/668-0210

May 2-3 May Day Regatta/Fleet#s7

Wilmington (Cowan Lake), OH
day 9- Austin Lake Points Regatwa/Fleet#519
Portage (Austin Lake), MI

May 16-17 Voodoo Wind Points Regatta/Fleet#58
Jackson (Clark Lake), MI

May 30-31 Dam Regatta VI/Fleet#300
Columbus (Hoover Dam), OH

June 6-7 Indiana State Championships/Fleet#26
Indianapolis (Eagle Creek Res.), IN

June 7 8th Annual Crib'n In Cruise/Fleet#218
Ohio

June 13-14 Longest Day Regatta/Fleet#89
Cassopolis (Diamond Lake), MI
June 20-21 Clementines Saloon Regatta/Fleet#30
South Haven (S. Haver: Lake), M|
June 27-28 Lake Erie Championships/Fleet#68
Lorain (Lake Erie), OH

July § Commodore Cup/Fleet#218
Ohio
July 11-12 Muddy Waters, lllinois State Championship

Carlyle (Lake Carlyle), IL

July 19 Drop It or Flop It/Fleet#218
Ohio
July 25-26 North Coast Points Regatta/Fleet#218

Rocky River (Lake Erie), OH

Division 11

Ceorge W. Fecher
513/825-3684

Jerry Mohney
616/327-8565

Terri Baker
517/782-1132

David A. Hupp
614/476-5164

Doug White
317/845-1901

Nancy Patton
216/521-5356

Mike Griffee
219/232-3381

Joe Kuchenbuch
616/965-4579
Tim Kin
216/285-3049

Nancy Patton
216/521-5356

Robert dalboa
318/521-5202

Nancy Patton
216/521-5356

Nancy Patton
216/521-5356

May 9-10 Delaware State Championships
Dewey Beach, DE

May 16-17 Maryland State Championships
Gunpowder State Park, MD

May 30-31 Barnegat Bay Points Regatta/Fleet#65
Shores Acres, N.J.

June 13-18 Atlantic Coast Championships/Fleet#24
Ocean City, N.J.

Spray Beach Division 11 Championships
Spray Beach, on Long Beach Island, N.J.

june 27-28 7th Cape May Classic/Fleet#416
Caep May, N.J.

July 11 Womer.'s Champnnnshlps Fleet#250
Atlantic Highlands, N

July North Bay Regatta/Fleet#53

Elk Neck State Park, (north east), MD

July 31-Aug Yacht Club of Pleasantville Points Regatta

Pleasantville,

Jim Clanden
302/368-951%

John Yates
301/335-9608

Keith Ledoeuf
201/996-2207

Doug Ruth
609/393-5853

Hal Savage
201/783-0900

Gail Maser
215/489-3767

Mike O'Hara
201/541-489

Margie Carvellz
301/321-6581

Bill Hiller
609/653-6644
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CING

Division 12

2

May 2-3
L«
May 16-17
" May 30-31
~— June 6-7
June 12-1%
L )
r'\ June 20-21
® June 27-28
] £ July 18-19
July 25-26

Learn to Sail
Long Pond Freetown/Lakeville, MA

The Folly Landing Points Recatta/Fleet#ssg
Goddard State Park, RI

Nahant Beach Points Regatta/Fleet#28
Nahant, MA

Division 12 Hobie Championships/Fleet#5é
Westport (Compo Beach), CT

Hampton Beach Division 12 Championships
Exeter, N.H.

Learn to Sail
Pleasant Bay Regatta/Chatham, MA

Cape Ann Championships/Fleet#197
Rockport (at Long Beach), MA

N.E. Area Championships/Fleet#143
Heckscher State Park, E. Islip, NY

The Buzzard Points Regatta/Fleet#28
Mattapoisett, MA

Division 14

Steve Ruel
617/758-207%

Brian Franco
401/273-539%

Wayne Saunders
617/785-1560

Pat McNeela
203/227-0365

Mac McCarthy
603/964- 5304

Ceorge Mead
617/655-9059

Stan Patey
617/546- 6888

Peter Fraker
$16/277-6035

Steve Ruel
617/758-207%

May 9-10

May 23-28

June 20-21

June 27-28

July 11-12

Lake Thunderbird Regatta/Fleet#él
Norman, O

Mid-America's Championship/Fleet#23
Lake Texoma, TX

Division 18 Championships (Prairie Regatta
Wichita (Lake Cheney), KS

Tulsa Catfight Points Regatta/Fleet#2s
Sequoyah Bay Park, Tulsa, OK

1987 Hefoer "Cat" Classic/Fleet#131
Lake Hefner in N.W. Oklahoma City, OK

Division 15

Guy Lawyer
§05/275-6862

Anne Craine
B17/868 3748

Phil Knapp
€13/688-5091

Dan Dancer
918/851-0707

Ed McLain
N05/787- 4435

May 2-3
May 23-28
(NEW DATE)
May 30-31
June 67
Jury 13- 14

July &5

July 258

Batten Buster Points Regatta/Fleetd120
Panama City,

Hog's Breath Hobie Regatta/Fleet#178
Fort Walton Beach, FL

1987 Broken Mast Points Regatta/Fleet#134
Hernando (Arkabutla Lake), MS

Cajun Classic XVIIl/Fleet#93
Lafayetta, LA

1987 Battle of the Bay Regatta/Fleet#76
Mobile Bay, AL

Island Hop 87'/Fleet470
Ocean Spring Yacht Club, MS

Hobie for Heart/Fleet#1 78
Ft. Walton Beach (Leeside Park), FL

Division 16

Hobie Shop
904/234-0023

Joe Barker
904/837-2825

Travis Handwerker
901/363-7667

Lou Culling
318/981-3780

Jo Caston
205/342-4300

Mark Ederer
601/875-6135

Joe Barker
904/837-2825

International

May 1-3 Campeonato De Espane H16/Fleet#d26
C.N. Deria, Spain

Damia Vallve Palmes
34.3.8902543

May 10 Festival of Sports Fun Race/Fleet#179 Gorden Leilson
Hong Kong 0-296161

May 17 RHKYC Spring Regatta/Fleetd179 Gorden Leilson
Hong Kong 0-296161

May 23-28 Furama Regatta/Fleet#179 Corden Leilson
Hong Kong 0-296161

June Sailing Schools, Cruises/Fleat#179 Corden Leilson
Hong Kong 0-296161

June 12-18 Campeonato Espane M Turbo/Fleet#323

C.N. Castelldefels, Spain

Damia Vallve Palmes
38.3.8902543

June 1821 Campeonato Europa H16 John Dinsdale
Dunkerke, France 011,.33,.94,57.31.72

Mediterrancan Mobie Fun
Amposta/L'Escale, Spain

June 27-30 Damia Vallve Palmes

34.3.8902543

July 17-19 Campeonato De Espana H14/Fleet#826 Damia Vallve Palmes
P. Siles, Spain 34.3. 8902543
August 2-9 Campeonato De Europa M14 John Dinsdale
Geneve, S.V., Switzerland 011,33.98,57.31.72
CANADA
June 12-20 1987 Mobie 18 World Championships Steve Reid
Toronto, Ontario, Canada 816/368-2287
July 22-2% Caradian Hobie Nationals (14, 16 17 618) Paul Jamieson

Baddeck, Nova Scotia, Canada 902/564-9517

May 16-17

May 31-June §

June 67

June 13-20

July 10-12

July 24-26

July 31-Aug 2

Madcatter Regatta/Fleet#204
Oneida Shores Park, NY

Hobie Cat Race Training Week/O.H.CA.
Toronto, Ontaric Canada

18 Worlds Tune-Up/Fleet#150
Orillia (Lake Couchiching), Ont., Canada

Hobie 18 World Championships
Tornoto, Ontario, Canada

9th Annual Wendt Beach Regatta/Fleet#119
Angola,

Hobie Cat "Sur‘dinc: XIl1*" Regatta
Lake Chautauqua,

Ontario Open 009/Fleet#295
Hamlin (Hamlin Beach State Park), NY

54/ HOBIE HOTLINE

Pat Caster
315/699-6616

David Hopper
416/499-5030

David Sarvis
705/326-1810

Steve Reid
416/368-2287

Dan ilergenhagen
716/675-9482

Sharon Chamberlain
716/773-3369

Cheryl Pierson
716/872-1192

li HOBIE CAT

MIDEASTERN

Hosted by: BALD EAGLE FLEET 52
JUNE 27-28, 1987
LAKE CITY, MINNESOTA ON BEAUTIFUL LAKE PEPIN

Seminar by National Champion Hobie Sailo
BEVERAGES, MEALS, CAMPING & PARK FEES INCLUDED
Championship Courses - Trophies for All Classes
Special Edition Regatta T-Shirts - Fantastic Giveaways

FEES: $55 for 16’'s & 18's LATE FEES:
$40 for 14’s & 17's

$70 for 16's & 18’s
$55 for 14’s & 17

MORE INFORMATIO
Ron Swanson (612) 738-19
Gary Hartman (612) 699-31

PRE-REGISTER BY JUNE 19th
send to:

Hobie Fleet 52
2343 Dorland Ct.
Maplewod, MN 55119




1987 Midwinters West
February 28-March 1, 1987
World Hobie Class
Association

by Kim Williams

A new season! Everyone in
the “Hobie Cat Syndicate” was
running overload on energy
anticipating the first Hobie
Class Association regatta on
the West Coast calendar. Con-
tenders in the San Felipe
Midwinters West were wonder-
ing who would bring back
Mexico's Cup from the land
south of the border. Everyone
had the chance to be numero
uno and capture the automatic
slot for the national champion-
ship to be held in San
Francisco. Who would that
lucky person be?

The regatta, held in San Fel-
ipe on the gulf side of Baja, is
where Hobie Catters like to
start things off with a bang.
Firecrackers aplenty went off
in the most unlikely places wel-
coming you to the Mexican
waterfront where anything and
everything usually happens. It
is always exciting to see famil-
iar faces again (like the guy
that T-boned you last year) and
meet new people who joined
the ranks of competitive sail-
ors. Everyone held a clean
slate vying for those needed
points.

Pre-race preparation takes
place a little early in San Fel-
ipe. Maybe due to the four-
month gap between seasons,
skippers seemed compelled
to appear a few days early to
work out the rusty spots. Many
get their sea legs in action by
thrashing about on three
wheelers and dirt bikes in the
local foothills. You know the
real serious sailors by the limp-
ing gait and white tape
wrapped around one knee.
These are the guys welcoming
you on Friday by turning Ed
Sullivan style to wave "hi" due
to “stiff neck” syndrome. Trust
me, these guys do sail on Sat-
urday.

For those who made the
trek across the border on
Thursday there was a promise
of snow. Some roads had
actually closed due to icy con-
ditions. Friday burst forth with
sunshine and out came the
tanning lotion. A race clinic for
newcomers was presented on
this day and Jeff Alter held
center stage pulling out his
bag of toys to demonstrate the

fine art of steering a proper
course. With fine winds Friday
many took their tuned rigs out
for atest drive.

At the Saturday morning
skippers meeting you really
got the full impact of how large
the turnout was for this major
regatta. Was it Dennis Connor
who contributed to this fresh
and zealous group of C
fleeters? The excitement grew
when it was announced that
close to 300 boats would be
heading toward the start.

The skippers meeting is
also the place where lost
crews get found and those
without a jib trimmer bid for
almost anyone for ballast
material. Mothers clutched
their babies close, but if the
price was right some crews
got sold into the white slave
trade amongst the tiller boys.
One skipper asked if he could
charge the price of his new
expensive crew on his Visa
card.

To many in the Hobie Cat
crowd, a familiar face
appeared at the helm of the
Hobie Class Association com-
mittee. Miles Wood assumed
the position of race director
this year and in his humorous
way explained “special” sailing
instructions for those of us
who only understand in
layman's terms.

In Mexico promises are not
written guarantees. The prom-
ising winds of Friday changed
to light, shifty conditions on
Saturday. But Miles
optimistically gave a Course 7
to the boats on the south end.
Many thought that Miles must
have poured too much tequila
in the Mexico's Cup the night
before. The white flag went up
and we were committed. The
Christiansen boys, now heav-
ily into bicycle racing, wanted
an easy win at this regatta to
automatically qualify them for
the 16 nationals and took the
first race.

All hopes for double-trap
winds had died. Those of us
floundering between races
were hoping for a shorter
course. After all, we wanted
time to get ready for the Mex-
ican fiesta in town.

Saturday evening in San
Felipe was the time when the
sailors whose strategies were
not so good that day soothed
their salty wounds with a little
tequila down their gullets, and

the boys that sailed well were
queuing up for another toast at
their favorite pub, the Miramar.
Dining in San Felipe offers
delectable options. George's
and El Nido were the two
favored restaurants in town
but personal preference
steered our group to a particu-
lar taco stand. Louis and Maria
make the best fish tacos
around. Just ask them! At
eight dollars per kilo for
locally-caught prawns many
opted to just stay at camp and
throw a few shrimp on the bar-
bie. Another traditional
pleasure is the Saturday-eve-
ning street dance. Everyone
jumped to the music of the
town's traveling disco whether
they wanted to or not due to all
the fire crackers going off
under their feet. We left a little
early for the sake of our sailing
future and walked down the
main street only to hear a loud
explosion behind us. Con-
vinced that the entire

population of Hobie Catters
had been blown up by that last
skyrocket we knew we were
now in contention for first
place!

Sunday morning at the El
Cortez restaurant revealed the
survivors of the festivities the
night before. Others slept
soundly only to be brought
back to life by the blast of the
starting gun. A few who had
lost their way back to their
hotel Saturday night had open
reservations at the San Felipe
jail. The local policia wel-
comed with open arms those
who (names withheld to pro-
tect the guilty) cared to donate
American revenue for their
next police ball.

There was a quick shift to
sobriety as skippers and
crews watched the windline
come up fast. Was this poten-
tially a double-trap day? The
first race was on and the bay
of San Felipe soon became

fleet is located.

start a fleet.

Name

Join a Fleet

Thought about joining up with fellow Hobie
sailors in your area? Send us this coupon
and well let you know where your closest

(J I would like information on how to
contact the fleet closest to me, which,
according to the Fleet Directory listing in
the HOTLINE, isfleet# ____ .

[J I cant find a fleet that is located near me,
therefore send me information on how to

Address

City

State Zip

Send to: The Hobie Class Association
Attn: Liz Reed
P.O. Box 1008
Oceanside, CA 92054

MAY«JUNE 1987/55
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1987 Hobie 18’ World Championships

Toronto, Canada, June 13-20, 1987

* The races are hosted by the Ontario Hobie Cat Association, Fleet 183, and the Toronto Boulevard Club located on the north shore of
Lake Ontario.

® Qualifying June 13-15 ® Semi-finals June 16-18 ® Finals June 19-20
* All skippers, pre-qualified or not, must have their registration postmarked by MAY Ist, 1987
* Qualifying entries series will be accepted on a first-come-first-served basis.

* The entry fee is $200 Canadian Dollars per team (app. $145 US). This includes all racing, club facilities, lunches, 4 cocktail parties
and 4 dinners.

* Upon arrival all skippers will be required to make a $250 boat damage deposit. This refundable deposit must be paid in travelers
cheques or cash only.
e All prices listed are in Canadian funds. All entrants must make their own travel arrangements.

 ® Blue Cross travel insurance is available for your stay in Canada. It offers complete medical insurance for the competitors and family.

* The entry fee, one night room deposit and the total fee for the Blue Cross travel insurance must accompany your registration form.

~ Make cheque payable to the Hobie 18" World Championships.
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Mail your entry with payment (by cheque or VISA) for registration, one night hotel and Blue Cross insurance to
Hobie 18" World Championships, 850 Adelaide Street West, Toronto Ontario, M6) 1B6, Tel: (416) 368-2287

REGISTRATION ACCOMMODATIONS
aea College Student Residence
Skipper (7 Single occupancy — $29 plus tax per night (incl. breakfast)
Address | ODoubleoccupancy— $35 plus tax per night (incl. breakfast)
City, State, Postal Code Ramada Inn - _

; [J Double occupancy — $75 plus tax per night
ooy, - . (] Triple occupancy lus tax per night
TelephoneDay ____~~~ Evening (7 Quad. occupancy — $88 plus tax per night
Type of boat normally sailed (JIam interested in billeting

codn s s I am interested in deluxe accommodations
Pre-qualified from (Country /Division it
Jar Renta

I will attempt to qualify from (Country/Division) Reservation [J yes [ no

VISAcard # = Expires____ ‘ Blue Cross Travel Insurance in Canada (optional)

Single $3 /day (per day. per person)
Family $6/day
Please do not forget to include your payment with your registration! Arrival Date Departure Date

Signature_ === Date




[nanetawhen aitlines
come and go, its nice tofind one
thats been going for 66 years.

Mexicana's maiden flight
was back in July of 1921.

Two Lincoln Standard bi-
planes took off from Nebraska
to Mexico City. Mexicana had
made aviation history.

We were the first interna-
tional airline in North America.
Today, after more than a

half century of continuous
service, we fly millions of peo-
ple and thousands of tons of
cargo each year.

Each week, our U.S. cus-
tomers choose from over 200
nonstops. They fly Mexicana
to 30 destinations all over
Mexicana’'s Mexico.

Mexicana vacations come
in all varieties.

And your vacation dollars
go further than ever.

Our 6,000 miles of beaches
meet both the crystal Carib-
bean and the blue Pacific.

Our historic cities were
thriving long before Columbus
found America.

Our art and anthropology
date back over 30 centuries.

Mexicana can take you to
all of them. But the beauty of
Mexicana’s Mexico, you must
experience for yourself.

e a
mexIcariag Mm

We've got more experience going for you.




shark infested (with blood
thirsty A fleeters sitting on the
starting line). It was inevitable
that a general recall would
occur. This caused us to mind
our manners (for a short while)
and a second start allowed
the fleet to carry on.

The winds by the second
race on Sunday had become
nil, zero, zilch. This didn't stop
the aggressive nature of A
fleet. They appeared as one
wedge inching toward the
leeward pin. When two boats
attempted a port tack start,
the herd moved in to eat them
up, causing a general recall.
Twice. We got our rudders
slapped and sent to the end of
the starting sequence. We
waited and waited and waited.
The race committee decided
to even the line for a suc-
cessful start. Maybe it was due
to the fact that Miles Wood had
been absent from the West
Coast for six years that caused
all 49 boats to rally around the
committee boat, as one big
welcome wagon. No, the wind
merely shifted again and
caused a starboard-favored
line much to the chagrin of the
race committee.

We had a Course 2 in no-
knot wind and no place to go.
Unfortunately, it was a race
which required more than the
finesse of the most expert lake
sailor. A few gave up and pad-
dled in. Those with more
patience and tenacity held out
to A mark. And there you met
everybody.

The most exciting part, if
any, of no-knot sailing is hold-
ing out to the finish. It was the
type of race where anyone
could win. As we rounded the
weather buoy and set the sails
for the very quiet downwind
leg, you didn't move aninchin
fear of upsetting your desired
course. Keeping the weight
forward and still was easy
while counting the jelly fish
going by. You could hear bub-
ble gum cracking from one
boat. Skippers were seen
stripping layers of clothes off
due to impending heat stroke.
Bikini-clad crews emerged
while still managing to hold the
jib out.

We discovered the true
meaning of “drowning in still
waters.” The race committee
finally realized this and placed
a shortened course at B mark.
Miles apologized for not doing
it sooner. Apparently a little
solar-powered fan attached to
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his safari hat kept a constant
wind blowing on his face. He
never had a clue that the wind
had died. Much was forgiven
on the way to the shore know-
ing that the parched mouths
would soon be quenched by a
few cervezas.

Monday morning at the
international border, with
about 10 other vehicles toting
Hobie Cats, we waited at sec-
ondary inspection. We
survived the journey through
the Bush of Baja and now had
to contend with this. Our cats
waited patiently for the embar-
rassing pat and body search
of their private huli parts. As
he poked and pounded look-
ing for illicit stashes of tequila
the border patrol officer
asked:

“By the way, who brought
back Mexico's Cup?”

This led us to an animated
briefing of our fun-filled week-
end, some slight exaggeration
of our ratings and not one
word about “no-knot” winds

“Hey, that sounds great! But
who brought back the Cup?”

We looked at each other
and paused until one person
admitted:

“Wow, we were having such
agoodtime. . .|guess we
forgot to ask.”

Fleet 20 Winter Series

Fleet 20, Division 3

San Jose, California
November '86-February '87
by Steve Lawlor

We of the Fleet 20 bunch,
being a fanatical group of sail-
ors, keep our skills sharp year-
round by holding a winter
series of races. It is the intent
of the series to offer sailingin a
variety of conditions, and we
certainly succeeded in that
intent this year. We sailed in
salt water and fresh, warm
temperatures and cold, bright
sun and pouring rain, and
winds from absolutely dead to
aroaring gale.

The series consisted of four
races, and trophies were
awarded to the boats
accumulating the least points
over the entire series. In all, 18
boats and 29 hardy sailors
participated.

The first event of the series
was at the O'Neill Forebay of
the San Luis Reservoir, near
Los Banos, California on
November 15, 1986. The
weather was beautiful, the
winds were medium to light,

and we managed to get in
three competitive races and a
leisurely lunch.

The second was on
December 13, 1986, also at
the forebay. This was the most
demanding of all the races. It
demanded skill, dedication,
concentration, patience, and,
most of all, an unflagging
sense of humor. To say that the
wind was calm would be giv-
ing it more than its due. Dead
would be more like it. Every
ounce of sailing skill was
needed, not merely to be com-
petitive, but just to make it
back to the beach. The art of
finding breaths of wind was
utilized and perfected. We
were even working out ways
of passing puffs from one boat
to another.

Telltales were worthless. The
most effective wind indicator
was the smoke rising from Tim
Glaze's cigarette, and even it
was going straight up most of
the time. At the end of the
race, we remembered that we
left C mark still anchored in
the middle of the lake and it
would take about a week to
sail out after it. Fortunately, we
prevailed upon some fisher-
man with an outboard to
retrieve it for us. If the World
Hobie Class Association ever
decides to sanction racing
indoors, we have a Fleet 20
group who can sail on the
output of the air conditioner.

The third event was at
Crissy Field in the San Fran-
cisco Golden Gate on January
24, 1987. The wind was fine
and the water was a combina-
tion of salt and fresh — salt
from below and fresh from
above. Hobie racing is a wet
sport anyway, so the rain didn't
bother the sailors, but those
who came to spectate spent
most of their time in various
motor homes, and hot apple
cider was the drink of choice
when the sailors came in

The fourth event was on
February 21,1987, also at
Crissy Field. But the wind was
so strong, gusts to 55 mph,
that it was decided to turn it
into a social event instead.

We owe our thanks to those
who officiated at the events,
especially our commodore,
Christine Duane, and Doug
Johnson.

The participants in order of
finish were: 18s— Gary and
Kare Westman, Steve Lawlor
and Tim Glaze, Bob and Ellafe
Cockroft; 177s— Michael

Bender, Mike Sprague, Wayne
Mooneyham, Doug Johnson,
Mike Ettl, Dave Baumgartner,
Joe Sparks; 16s—Bob
Eustace and Bruce Larson,
Roger Neathery and Arlene
Hill, Rob Comstock and Steve
Lawlor, Wes Weber and either
Peggy Lyon or Charlie
Humphreyville (depending on
the race), Mike Sowers and
Brenda Hart, Mike Duane and
LuAnn Weber, Gary Matthews
(nobody would sail with him),
Rich McMillin and Mike
Duane.

Ocean Shores Washington to
Host Combined Hobie and
Alpha Regattas

Fleet 95, Division 4

July 3-5,1987

Seattle, Washington

Division 4 and Fleet 95
announced that a triple event
is planned at Ocean Shores,
Washington, July 3, 4 and 5
The Northwest Women's
Championships are sched-
uled for July 3, Division 4
Hobie Championships will
take place on July 4 and 5 as
will the Northwest Alpha
Championships.

"As far as we know, this is
the first time an event of this
magnitude has ever combined
both Alpha sailboards and
Hobie Cats," said Bob Com-
bie, race chairman. All three
events are being sponsored
by Fleet 95 in conjunction with
the Ocean Shores Chamber of
Commerce. “The Chamber
has been extremely suppor-
tive of this event,” Combie
said. “The Ocean Shores com-
munity has really pulled
together to make this a special
event.” Ocean Shoresis a
beautiful Washington coast
resort, located about two
hours from both Portland and
Seattle.

Fleet 95 will be providing a
professional race committee
for the cats, and Doug Skid-
more, Northwest sales
representative for Coast Cat,
and a factory representative
will be in charge of the Alpha
racing. The Alpha factory and
local dealers will be supplying
sailboards for use during the
event.

Event features include T
shirts, gifts, trophies and a raf-
fle. Throughout the weekend,
many support events have
been planned such as a
breakfast by the Ocean
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Shores Lions Club, a fireworks Hobie 16 an official sailing Union has an official sailing to seeing all our nice friends at L_‘
display, sand castle competi- class in the Swedish Sail magazine—a very good one, | the regattas. e

tion, kite flying, and, weather
permitting, a hot-air balloon
display. The Ocean Shores
Chamber of Commerce rec-
ommends that you make your
reservations early for the
event, and also recommends
that you come the week prior
as a vacation!

Additional information
about the event may be
obtained by calling the Ocean
Shores Chamber of Com-
merce at (206) 289-2451 or
Fleet 95 at (206) 285-1685.

Swedish Hobie Sailors
Officially Recognized

By Osten Nilsson
Chairman, Swedish Hobie
Class Association

| can tell all Hobie Catters
that the Swedes have been
working very hard to make the

Union. A group of three enthu-
siastic sailors started working
in 1985 to check on the inter-
est and possibility of making it
in. With help from Coast Cat
France—a big thanks to Tony
Laurent—and our friends in
Germany, we got the material
we needed. After translating
the rules to Swedish and put-
ting together a nice
application form, we sent them
to the Swedish Sail Union. We
were very happy in Sep-
tember 1986 when the official
paper came telling us that the
Swedish Hobie Cat 16 is an
official class. We also know
that the Danish, Finnish and
perhaps the Norwegian Hobie
sailors are working for the
same goal.

We think, as an official class
in the Swedish Sail Union we
can get some help. The Sail

think—and we can write arti-
cles about our regattas, give
results and develop ideas.
And itis all free. If Hobie Cat
sailing grows a little bit more,
perhaps we will get some help
with money to send some
more crews to the big events
in Europe and the other parts
of the world.

Still, | am very glad that
Sweden, in the past three
years, has been able to send
five or six teams to the Euro-
pean Hobie 16 Championship,
and last year, two teams went
down to sunny France for the
Hobie 18 Championship.

But for right now, here in
Sweden no one is thinking of
sailing on a Hobie Cat. All the
countryside has been isolated
by snow storms and cold. But
in 60 days we will be sailing
again and are looking forward

12th Annual Laguna Regatta
Hobie Fleet 189,
International Division
Saipan, Northern Marianas
Islands

February 14-16, 1987

The Over the Reef Yacht
Club, Hobie Fleet 189, held its
12th Annual Laguna Regatta,
February 14-16, 1987. There
was a lack of boats available
because of damages incurred
from super typhoon Kim in
December, so no off-island
sailors competed.

Just the same, six races
were contested over the three-
day period. The tradewinds
were blowing out of the north-
west at 20-25 mph the first two
days, then slackened off to
about 10 mph on the third day.

The race course was a tri-

1987 Habie 14/ 14 Turbo

August 29-September 4, 1987
Elk Lake, Michigan
Bring Your Own Boat Event

Sail, Swim, Sail! Come and join in the fun at Elk Lake. White Birch Lodge will be glad to serve as our host hotel offering
all its facilities. The prestigious hotel is nestled in northern hardwood along the shore of Elk Lake, one of the most
beautiful bodies of water in the Grand Traverse regions. For the kids, White Birch Lodge is a playground and recreation
school. Take a vacation, come to the Hobie 14 Nationals.

Entry Fees: 1 event: $75.00, both events: $50.00 or $100.00 both

619/758-9100

RACE REGISTRATION FORM WHITE BIRCH LODGE RESERVATION FORM
NAME LAST NAME

ADDRESS ACCOMM.

CITY STATE ZIP Arrive (Date)

TELEPHONE Leave (Date)

Mail this form to: Hobie Class Assoc. No. of Adults Children

PO. Box 1008, Oceanside, California 92054 Pl

Mail this form to: White Birch Lodge, 571 Meguzee Pt. Road, Elk

Rapids, Michigan 49629. 616/264-8271
S R
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angular configuration around
the existing channel markers
in Tanapag Harbor. Several
newcomers competed. Bill
Sakovich and Martin Ayuyu
won the first Hobie 16 race, but

races. Keith Aughenbaugh
and Scott Aughenbaugh, who
broke their starboard hull in
the first race, came back with
another boat and took a close
third in all other races

in heavy winds, then Com-
modore Tim Bellas took the
light-wind races and the over-
all trophy. Jean Sakovich,
sailing with Karen Kosack to
combat the heavy winds, took

thank (Si Yuus Maase) the race
committee under Mike New-
man, Scott Schick, and
Bobbie Grizzard, Budweiser
Beer, Coca Cola, the Marianas
Visitors Bureau and Sea Ven-

tures Inc. for their participation
during the regatta

In the Hobie 14 races, the
top three competitors each
took one first place. Pete
Matagolai led the first two days

first place on the first day,
while Pete and Tim split the
other two days.

Again the club would like to

BOUNTY HUNTERS WANTED

To provide information leading to the elimination
of low power lines in all sailing and launching
areas.

Bounty hunters will receive a special Hobie goodie

é HEWAH'] in return for taking these three steps:

Tony Stearns and Janet
McCollough took the next five
races, barely beating their
other competitors in two of the

Save these Dales!

Mmber 25-0, 1987

Hohie 1% Worids
Mauritius

1. Scout your sailing areas for low power lines.
2. If you see low power lines, write to the power
company who owns the lines, explain the haz-
ards to sailors presented by those lines and
ask the company what they plan to do to
eliminate the hazard.
3. Send a copy of the letter to Hobie Cat, and
when you get a response, send a copy of that
to Hobie as well.
In return, Hobie Cat will send a Hobie goodie to you
and will take up the issue with the power company
to support you in your hunt for outlaw lines.
This program has met with good success over the
years. By working together, we can make the
waters safer for all sailors.

Send copies of letters to:
Hobie Cat Bounty Program
P.0. Box 1008
Oceanside, CA 92054

BECOME A BOUNTY HUNTER

DANGER  DANGER

F ¥
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Mauritius is endowed with the special beauty associated only with
the remote sunlit isles and the tropics. The island is protected from
the Indian Ocean swells by beautiful coral reefs. Enjoy the sun,
romance, yacht cruises, scuba diving, golf and the village market
The months of September through November are ideal tempera-
ture wise with winds ranging from 15 to 25 knots. Visit Mauritius
and sail in this tropical splendor.

More information to come in the July/August ‘87 issue of Hotline
But, for those anxious sailors that cannot wait contact:

World Hobie Class Assoe.  OF
P0. Box 1008

Oceanside, (A 92054

(619) 738 9100

Coast Catamaran P1y. Lid.
32 Glyan Streel,
Capelown 8001,
Souih Africa
Phone; 021.24.7280
Telex 57.21850

LUl

Extreme caution must be
observed when
launching and sailing
near overhead wires. A
mast near a wire could
be fatal!
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DATE:
LOCATION:
DIRECTIONS:

LODGINGS:
SCHEDULE:

FEES:
FAVORS:

TUG OF WAR:
RAFFLE:

INFORMATION:

Sailboat Headquarters, Inc

JUNE 27-28

Saturday and Sunday, June 27 & 28, 1987.
Grant Street and Beach Drive, Cape May, NJ.
Cape May—Lewes Ferry, Route 9, or Garden State Pkway and follow thex s
to the Site.
Parking lot at Site; many motels and rooming houses close by; camping minutes away.
Fri. June 26—4 to 11 PM—Registration
Sat. June 27—8:00 AM —Registration
9:30 AM —Skipper's Mtg.
Hobie 16 & 18—$18.00 Hobie 14 & 17—$12.00
Free shirts for all Skippers & Crews.
Special prize to the winning fleet.
Exciting! Dramatic! Don’t Miss It!
Rob Glebe—(215) 355-7848/364-1937
Send Pre-registration to:
Fleet 416
c/o Gail Maser, 409 Country Club Road, Apt. 5
Royersford, PA 19468 (215) 489-3767



REGATTA RESULTS

Division 2

1987 MIDWINTERS WEST
FLEET#469 ¢ WHCA DIVISION 2
SAN FELIPE, B.C., MEXICO
FEBRUARY 28-MARCH 1, 1987

Hobie 18A POINTS

1. Time/Timem 34

2. Parizesu/Parizeau 5 3/4

3. Lindley/Lindley 13

3 Biakanja/High 15

s. Brown, Chuck 17
Brown, Robin

6. Kimball/Thomas 18

7 Hill/Hin AL ]

8. Aucreman 19
Aucreman

9. Goodell /Y 13

10. Brown, Roger 2
Burnight

n Delong/Bainbridge 28

12, Tschaikowsky 29
T schaikowsky

13, Winblad /Winblad 29

18, Brown, Rick n
Brown, Cathy

15.  Clair /Crockett 2

16, Wittrup/? 37

17. Crocker/Crocker 42 3/4

18 Johnston/? u

19. Bardey/Ford us

20. Mark/Mark “

21, Proiette/Holiday 50

1 Nixon/Nixon 58

HOBIE 188 POINTS

1. Bjerring/djerring 4 3/4

1 Samson /Macinnis 6 3/8

] May /Leach 10

u.  Savage/Tricia 13

5. Ybarrola 13/
Ybarrola

1Y Neal /Neal 16
Wells, /Filbert 1%

L] Terrick /Moore 16 3/a

9. Gira/Gira 17

10, Wainwright 2
Brunger

11, Cockroft/Crockroft 26

n Urban/Urban 10

Brandstater

5. Duncanson/Murphy 13

S.  Pilato/Labelle "

6.  Bollig/Mark 1%
Nichols /Gardner

8. Claybaugh/Greska 19

9. Martin/Key

10. Power/Dry

11, Zimmerman/Marla
12. Berger/Taylor
13, McClean/Wild

18, Taylor/Kerrie
15. Gardner /Gardnes
16.  Palmer /Shirley
1 Meagher / Plummer
. Sturm/Barker
Farrell/?

Johnson /Betty
Cummings /Briggs
Hari/Hart
Gordon/Gray o
Beck /Beck 68

HOBIE 18NOVICE POINTS

Delaurie/Bisson s 38
2 Young /Nutter 8 38
3 Sabroski /Herman s
' Tomason ) Bome L
5.  Farrell/Cancer
6. Maybeno/Maybeno
Ryan/Ryan 15
s Vaughres /Garcia

15. Riddle, Drew 36
16. Conner, Jeff »
17. Koons, David Q
18. Campbell, Doug &7
19. Bathall, David 56
20. Ackerman, Kyle 56
Kieffer, Steve 7
Tumas, Rimas
23. Thiry, Vic 60
8. Dowarth, Don ?
Stewart, Don

HOBIE 17 POINTS
1. Fogerty, Fred [
2 Kurt, Byron L]

3. Cross, Ted 13

. o, Fred 15 3/8
5 gue, M 15 3/8
6. Hitch, Todd 18

7 Greer, Bil 18 38
8. Jenkins, Roger 19

5.  Baum 0. 2

10. Robertson, Stu 2%

1. Fields, Bruce

12 White, Lyman 27
13. Davis, Greg 28
18, Ursich, Gregory 34

HOBIE 16C POINTS
Froeb/Buck LR
Lundberg 15
Lindberg

3. Hornby/Hornby 18

8. Roberts/Roberts 21

5 26

6 26 3/

7 29

g 3

2 3

10 31 318

1" 3

12. Ov 3

13. Bu n, S 36

18, Coutches/Merriet 37

15. Bowen/Bowen 38

16. Searles/Searles 39

7. Key/Chase %0
-

borah 8

Mike 50
Desoto/Kirkpatrick 58
Eggert 60

Landers /Covey 61
Kendell 63

26 66

2 7%

29 77

30 7

»n 9

2 %0

3 8

3 85

35 9

3 9

3 103

HOBIE 16 NOVICE POINTS

1. Baudour/Gerace 13 3/8
2. Zichlinsky /Mitchel 17
3 Siegel /Ford 19
8.  Richards/Ludwig 21
S. Worthen/Holland 21 38
6

Daniel /Reeder 2
7. Koneval/Salazar 25
8.  Royal/Davis 25
9. Muller/Muller 28
10 Wadsworth 28
Chambers
11. Ortega/Hunt 29
12.  Compton/John 30
13 O'Connell /Wudeck 30
18, Morgan/Morgan 32 3/
15, Abbis/Olander 35
16, Williams /Kirloff 35
17. Crooks/Thomason 18
Zeppenfield/Vig 38
19. Caponetto, J. is
. Leonard, P %0
Boersma/Boersma 49
Konen/Walsh 52
Hamilton, B 58
Nadalet /Miracle 58
25. Roof/Venhuizen 62 3/4
Burns/Julie 66
Schulenburg 67
Jackie
28 Humphreys 80
McAllister
29. Carr/Carr '

30.  Pinnow/Lento 8
3. Altmeyer/Luciano 83

HOBIE 18A POINTS

1 Lantz, Jim 24
Lantz, Dick L]

HOBIE 14 TURBO POINTS

1. Milliard, CHiff 24

2. Livingood, Mark 8 s

3. Meyer, Robert s

N Williams, Matt "
Kelly, Cloyce 13

6. Thomas, Randall 17

Attention

In an effort to better serve
all fleets, the HOTLINE asks
that reporting officers follow
the guidelines included here.
These guidelines will help
HOTLINE report on events in a
more timely and accurate
manner. When submitting
race stories, results and pho-
tos, please keep the following
deadlines in mind.

Race stories should be a maxi-
mum of 300 words. They must be
typewritten, double spaced and
should have the name of the
regatta, the fleet number, the
division number, the location and
the writer’s name at the top of
the story. Please be sure the
names used in the stories are
spelled correctly.

Regatta Dates
9/1t011/3 aredue 11/10
11/4t01/5 aredue 1/12
1/6t02/27 aredue 3/6
2/28t05/5 aredue 5/12
5/6t07/7 aredue 7/14
7/8t08/31 aredue 9/7

Fleet Officers!

Due Dates

Issues

will appearin  Jan/Feb

will appear in
will appear in
will appear in

March/April
May/June
July/August

will appear in
will appear in

Sept/Oct
Nov/Dec

Please note that this schedule is subject to change.

Submit all material directly
to HOTLINE, P.0. Box 1008,
Oceanside, CA 92054.

Do not submit results on
scoresheets. Results should
be typed (or printed by com-
puter) by class, position, and
total points. Place the name
of the regatta, the fleet
number, the division number,
the location and the person
submitting the scores at the
top of each page of results.

Photos should be 5x7 or 8x10
black and white prints. Please
write a short caption identifying
the people in the photo, and/or
the regatta on a separate sheet
and tape the caption to the back
of the print. Photos cannot be
returned so please send a dupli-
cate print.

We'll do our best to be sure
every fleet's regatta is
included in the race section,
but stories will be printed on
a space available basis. The
HOTLINE also reserves the
right to edit stories for length
considerations.
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MOREY'S PIER & MARINER'S LANDING AMUSEMENT CENTERS

The WILDWOODS Classic

Fleet:
Sponsored by:
Date:
Location:
Directions:

Lodging:

Fees:
Schedule:

Favors:
Lunches:

Information &
Pre-Registration:

Fleet #443

443
Morey's Pier and Mariner's Landing Amusement Centers
Saturday and Sunday, August 29 and 30, 1987
7100 Ocean Avenue, Wildwood Crest, New Jersey
From South — Lewis Ferry to Cape May, signs to Garden State Pkwy., Exit 4-B,
East to Ocean Ave., South (right) to Primrose Rd.
From North — Garden State Pkwy. to Exit 4-B, East to Ocean Ave., South (right)
to Primrose Rd.
Free parking lot at site; motels and camping nearby. Call for additional
lodging information.
$20.00 (Hobie 16,18)  $14.00 (Hobie 14,17)
Friday, August 28 5:00 - 9:00 P.M. Registration
Saturday, August 29  8:00 A.M. Registration
10:00 A M. Skipper's Meet, 5 Races
Sunday, August 30 Schedule Announced Saturday
Free Tee Shirts. Free Amusement Passes to Over 50 Rides.
Will be available.

Call Bob Edwards 609-886-4609 or
Doug Ackroyd 609-861-5674.

Box 119 South Dennis, New Jersey 08245

MAY<JUNE 1987763
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t's called the
Columbia River
Gorge, and it

runs between the
states of Wash-
ington and
Oregon. Before
boardsailing, the
town of Hood River (some 40 miles east of
Portland), was known primarily for lumber,
and as the site of a large Jantzen swimsuit
factory. Local residents cursed the sum-
mer winds which whipped through their
Gorge and blew dust in their eyes on hot
summer days. Now, however, the lumber
industry is depressed and the Jantzen
factory has closed. World-class sailors are
buying up real estate in droves, bed and’
breakfast establishments that cater to
boardsailors are flourishing, and the tiny
town of Hood River has become the most
popular boardsailing resort in the conti-
nental United States.

If you havent visited the Gorge yet, it's
time to start making plans, especially if
you're hungry for high-performance sail-
ing. Why? Well, it's not enough to tell you
that the Gorge has become the mecca of
high-wind sailing, particularly slalom, in the
continental United States. But most sailors
will light up when they hear that the place
boasts that rare commaodity: dependable
wind. That's right, on most summer days
the wind blows 18-25 knots, with plenty of
35-knot days in between.

Oh sure, there are some miserable days
when there's no wind and the arid climate
soars to temperatures of 100 degrees and
above. But the beauty of the Gorge is that
it sits in the shadow of Mt. Hood—the
summer training ground of the United
States Ski Team —so when the river's not
happening, you can head for the slopes
and cool off with an early-morning ski run.
Or, you can just sit inside the Timberline
Lodge (the interior was used in the movie
“The Shining,” and the building is on the
National Register of Historic Places) and
watch other folks exert themselves.

The Gorge, you should know, is not the
best place for beginners. Although begin-
ners do learn to sail here, and there are
some successful clinics taught each July,
those who enjoy it most will be competent
at water starting and at least adequate at
jibing short boards. Although Hood River
is the easiest place to launch, and
undoubtedly the most popular spot, there
are some 120 miles of river from which to
choose. While the current runs east, the
winds usually blow from the west, which
creates outrageous chop all along the river.
Some places have more chop than others,
and thus certain spots have been nick-
named by locals for their specialties, such
as Swell City. But a few days in the area,
chatting with regulars, will be enough time
for you to absorb local lingo and feel at
home.

If you're sailing at the Gorge for the first

time, you're likely to underestimate the
power of the wind. Regulars can always
spot a neophyte because they inevitably
take out too large a sail and get in trouble
on their first run. A good way to avoid this is
to watch what size sails regulars are taking
out, ask about the wind strength (here it's
measured in sail size, not knots, asin“lt's a
3.5 day"), and if you don't have a small
enough sail in your quiver, rent one.

A big no-no on the Gorge which will not
endear you to the regulars is sailing too
close to the massive river barges that travel
the river. These boats have huge blind
spots, take about a mile to slow down and
stop, and create suction all around them as
they plow through the choppy waters.
Don't be a geek and try to jibe in front or
near them; you'll be risking your life, and
jeopardizing the tenuous relationship
between the boardsailors and the crews of
these boats.

Speaking of tenuous, not all residents of
Hood River are enamoured of the
boardsailing invasion that has lighted in
their town. In fact, thanks to some careless
sailors overanxious to get to the water,
almost every local has some horror story
about boardsailors. You know the kind of
story we mean — getting beaned in the
head by an errant mast, suffering a near
miss along the roads thanks to a board
lifting off a passing car, and so on. If you
plan to return to the Gorge on a regular
basis (and be assured, once you get a
taste of it, you will), it's in your best interest
to be cautious and not become another
horror story.

If you really want to befriend the locals,
after a hard day’s sailing you might just
check out the River City Saloon. A favorite
dive of locals and newcomers alike, here
you'll find the lumber crowd mixing freely
with the visiting sailors. Sure, it can be
rough, but if you want some local flavor, it's
the place to go.

While the month of July boasts the big-
gest slalom competition in the world, there
are events all summer long for Gorge

regulars. If you want to improve your sla-
lom racing, which is entirely likely when
you see the skill level of the average Gorge
sailor, there's a Tuesday-night slalom series
almost all summer long. And, while the Pro/
Am is the big event mentioned earlier,
which draws world class competitors from
across the globe, it's the High Wind Classic
in which locals dominate. Your source for
all this information is the Northwest Sail-
board Journal, which each year publishes
an annual "Gorge Guide,” readily available
around town.

If all this isn't enough to whet your
appetite for the Gorge, then perhaps the
accompanying photos will do the trick.
One look and you'll know the conditions
are ripe for some serious fun.

By the way, don't forget to send us a
postcard . . .

Nancy K. Crowell is a freelance writer
living in Orlando, Florida, where winds
have been so miserable this winter she's
decided she needs to get a good dose of
“Gorge Wind” this summer. %~
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AT BOARDSAILING

BY GUY LEROUX



ewto
boardsailing?
Maybe you're
AR an active Hobie
racer who has just begun to dabble in
boardsailing competitions and youd like to
learn. Well, you've turned to the right page.
Maybe you're a top finisher in Hobie regat-
tas and after a few boardsailing regattas
you find yourself baffled. You may say, “I've
got stand-up sailing down pat, but why do
| finish in the back of the pack?" But you
also remember how long it took to get that
edge in multihull competition; it's the same
story with boardsailing. Winning (or doing
well) doesn't happen overnight; it takes
time. You will, however, find that the same
elements that led to success in multihull
competitions also work with boardsailing.
These elements are preparation of equip-

ment and technique, a sound grip on race
strategy and a full arsenal of common
sense tactics. These are the elements of
success.

RACE PREPARATION

The first area of preparation is equip-
ment. If your gear isn't up to snuff then
there's no way you can expect to win.
Preparation starts (most logically) with your
hull, and it starts where you buy it. Bring an
accurate scale to the shop. Ask the dealer
if you can weigh a few boards (of the same
model, of course) and pick the lightest one.
Be careful though; an extremely light hull
may be suspect of being weak structurally.
Next, check each huil for subtle imperfec-
tions. Don't buy a board with dimples on
the bottom, though dents on the deck may
only be cosmetic and may allow you to

bargain the purchase price down $50 or
so. Once you are happy with the board of
your choice, slap down the cash and go
sailing. The next step can walit for a calm-
wind day.

Once you're ready to work on your
board, pick up some 400-600 grit wet/dry
sand paper. Examine your fin and dagger-
board for any imperfections. Do the same
things you do with your Hobie blades.
Make sure they are perfect!

Now you are ready to tune the rig. This is
a matter of trying every adjustment possi-
ble and (with the help of a class expert)
finding the optimum setting. Just like
Hobies, batten tension and leach line ten-
sion can have a profound effect on
performance. Boom height is also critical,
though shoulder-to-forehead height is the
norm. Sail adjustment preparation should
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actually carry on through the next area of
preparation: refining boardspeed.

If you want to win, this next step is
absolutely necessary! Load up your board
and sail and head to the nearest boardsail-
ing beach. Once there, seek out a few of
the “resident experts” who sail your type of
board. First ask them to check your rigged
sail to see if you have it set-up correctly.
Don't be shy about asking. More than likely
there will always be someone around who
is friendly and willing to take you under his
or her wing to show you a few tricks.

After your new friend has shown you
how to rig your sail for speed, ask your
expert friend if he would go sailing with
yOu s0 you can match your speed. Once
on the water, ask him to sail upwind and in
a position slightly ahead and downwind of
you (Diagram A). When he's in this relative

SAFE LEEWARD POSITION
WIND

|

XN

Diagram A

position he will be in what is often called
“safe leeward position.”" In this position he
will be directly in your line of sight and
you'l be able to adjust both your course
and technique to try to match his race-
winning skill. As he pulls ahead, ask him to
slow down so you can re-estabilish this
practice position.

A last area of sailing skill refinement that
must be mastered is manuevering. Find
yourself a slightly challenging spot (with
decent wind and a little chop) where there
are perhaps a series of buoys set close
together. If there are no buoy-laden areas
where you live, simply use a few empty
Clorox jugs for a homemade slalom
course. Position the buoys in a way that
simulates the type of course on which you
expect to compete. Go around the course
until you're exhausted. Then go around
again. Realize that no matter how fast you
are executing a lap, you can always do it
faster and often with less brute force and
more precision. This type of practice may
seem maniacal, but believe me, it's this
type of practice that makes all the dif-
ference in the world.
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ESTABLISH A STRATEGY

If you have mastered an efficient equip-
ment, boardspeed and boardhandling
regimen, you should be able to finish in the
top quarter of the fleet, but not if you
haven't done your prerace homework and
established a race plan. That's why they
call it strategy.

Unless you plan to race only on the
body of water that you've raced on for
years, you should do some preparation to
evolve a strategy. The way to do this is
incredibly obvious. Sometime during the
days and weeks preceeding an event, go
to a nautical book store and buy a chart of
the upcoming race area. When you get
home, examine the topography, and the
under-water areas of, and surrounding the
expected race course. As you may know,
wind and current are directly affected by
the immediate topographical charac-
teristics. Try to visualize. Mark on the chart
with a red pen (for wind) and a blue pen
(for current), the possible vaguaries of
wind and current. This may seem awfully
hypothetical but as you will find, successful
racing is a result of an accumulation of
many things—and strategy, though often
nebulous, is a very important variable to be
accurately reckoned.

When race day comes, get to the site
early and take a good, long look at the
area. Try to visualize what you figured the
wind and current to be doing. Don't forget
to ask the local experts about the charac-
teristics of the area; even local fishermen
can lend valuable insight. Ask them if the
wind is stronger in one place than another.
Also ask if the wind usually shifts a certain
way. If the weather is in a state of change
ask what they think the wind will do. Stick
this information in your brain and go sail-
ing.

The last step toward evolving an accu-
rate strategy is to test “Dr. Wind." Go out
sailing and sail to the vicinity of the wind-
ward mark. Once there, turn the board
downwind with the sail flapping freely over
the bow and drift downwind (Diagram B).

Drift at least halfway downwind to the
starting line, all the while concentrating
very hard. Try to keep track of the wind's
changes (using your sail like a giant
weather vane) in these specific catego-
ries: direction, velocity and duration. See if
you can build a picture in your mind,
showing the wind's characteristics, includ-
ing everything you've observed. Next, sail
to a point that's even with the windward
mark (Diagram B, position A), then drift
downwind until you're halfway down the
course. Next, sail to point B and repeat the
downwind exercise. Again, use this infor-
mation to build a picture in your mind
about the changes in the wind.

THE RACE—TIME FOR TACTICS

The race begins with the start and this
was covered with all it's subtleties in “Sail-
ing Skills for Successful Sailboard Starts”
[January/February 1987]. Still, here's a
refresher. The single most important objec-
tive of a good start is to be on the line with
clean air at the starting signal. This can be
executed in several ways, but first you
have to ask yourself this question: “Does
my overall strategy effect where | want to
start on the line?" In other words, if your
strategy leads you to believe that one side
of the course is favored, this should effect
where you choose to start in respect to the
fleet. Beyond this, the tactics of starting are
similar to those used in racing Hobies,
except sailboards can stop, turn, sail back-
wards and fall down much faster than
Hobies, so you have to be extra-careful
and feel sure about your board handling.
Many boardsailors don't know the rules so
the rules of survival often overrule the rules
of the road.

Once the gun goes off and you're across
the line, the real race begins. If you don't
have clean air at the gun you better get it
fast—the leaders will pull away by the
second. Sailboards tack much faster than
cats so be psyched; be ready to tack at the
first sign of an opening (Diagram C). If,
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however, you feel that going left (presum-
ing you started on starboard tack) is the
way to go, sail off to leeward of the board
ahead (Diagram D). If you have to sail in
bad wind don't worry — just concentrate,

WIND

Diagram D

sail as fast as you can in the disturbed air—
at least you're going the right way and
besides, you might get lucky; the sailor in
front of you might tack off and leave you
with clean air.

While you're thinking about all this strat-
egy you might have someone footing off
on top of you, or maybe you want to tack
but he wont let you. If this is the case,
maybe it is time to employ a classic tech-
nigue called pinching. On most sailboards,
pinching (sailing especially close to the
wind) can be accomplished by holding the
rig a little more vertical or even slightly to
leeward (in light winds) while overtrimming
and heeling the board slightly to leeward.
From a position ahead and to leeward of a
board or group of boards (Diagram E),

where to go. This is when Relative Position
Theory comes into play.

As you sail up the windward leg, keep
an eye on the distribution of the fleet. Next,
assign a numerical value to the numbers of
boards going one way or the other. Which-
ever side of the course has more sailors let
this influence your tactics. Don't let most of
the fleet go “the other way” unless you're
quite sure that you're going the right way.

As you approach the layline, avoid it.
Except when racing in a large fleet on a
small course or when racing in perfectly
steady winds, the layline is the “kiss of
death.” It turns out that once on the layline,
any windshift, whether a “lift” or a “header”
will only cause you to lose in respect to the
rest of the fleet (Diagram F). To illustrate: if,

can head off, even below the course to the
next mark to make up for how high you
should be sailing during the lulls.

Okay, so you rounded ahead. Well, full
speed ahead and damn the torpedos. Sail
high if someone tries to take your wind;
otherwise salil free and clean, and utilize
the up in the lulls, down in the puffs maxim.

If you round in close combat, either
head high immediately to decrease any
passing threats or take the low road (Dia-
gram G) by heading off to leeward. This
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pinching up across their paths will let you
“gas” them with dirty wind and convince

them to tack off —enabling you to tack also.

Now comes the time for what | call
“Relative Position Theory.” Imagine this sit-
uation: you've done all your pre-race
homework so you have a strategy. At the
same time, you cant really be sure that
your strategy is completely correct, yet
meanwhile, the fleet is spreading out all
over the place and you really don't know

once on a layline a lift appears, any board
to leeward which had tacked short of the
layline will now be able to “fetch” the mark.
Also, if, while on the layline, you encounter
a header, any boards to leeward will gain.

The port tack layline is also a dangerous
spot. Not only is it often difficult to find a
gap in the oncoming starboard tackers,
but any boards already around the mark
will steal your wind during your final
approach.

THE REACHES

Sailboards come into their own after
rounding the windward mark. There are
three different scenarios that deserve spe-
cific attention: rounding clear ahead,
rounding in close combat, and rounding
behind. But before we outline these possi-
ble circumstances, we must first bring to
light the ultimate rule of downwind sailing:
“Up inthe lulls, down in the pulls.” In light
winds it's better to head comparatively
high in respect to the course to the next
mark. When a puff comes it's another story.
The more wind there is, the faster you go,
and the more the wind seems to come
from in front of you (apparent wind). The
end result is that when the wind puffs, you

move can often work well (especially in a
lightening breeze) because the boards that
stay high will continue to fight each other
all the way down the reach while you'l be
free to work the puffs and shifts. And
besides, if the wind goes lighter, you'll have
amuch better apparent wind angle as you
approach the jibe mark.

If you round behind, just concentrate
very hard—only try to pass the guy ahead
if you think you can get by without a major
luffing match —and sail free and clear and
try to work low for an inside overlap at the
reaching mark.

When approaching the reaching mark,
keep in mind that there is something about
boardsailors that makes them lose the fear
of collision. Maybe it's due to the lower
purchase price of their vessels. You should
use your voice like a car horn when you
come into a mark, and never think that the
guy next to you isn't going to blow his jibe.
Be careful and ready for anything because
it probably will happen.

The reach mark rounding is by no
means the end of the course, but it is
where this article ends. By the time the
fleet has spread out there will be few
dramatic shifts in overall fleet distribution.
From this point, just concentrate and don't
let up for a second; use your strategic data
base when deciding which way to go; use
“better-safe-than-sorry” tactics at the cru-
cial “intersections” and realize that not
everyone wins their first race —even
though | did by using this same prepara-
tion formula! &
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SAILBEOARD SAFETY PATROL

BY PHIL WORTHEN

With the advent of new, exotic materials
such as Kevlar and Mylar, and the evolu-
tion of board shapes, high-speed sailing
has become an everyday occurrence.
New sailing techniques have made sailing
in gale-force winds relatively safe. Conse-
quently, sailors’ appetites for stronger and
stronger wind conditions have created sit-
uations that ultimately led to the formation
of a“patrol”

The San Luis Reservoir at Los Banos,
California, has long been considered by
boardsailors to be the premier place to sail
in the central California area. This reservoir
is governed by the California State Parks
and Recreation Department, which until
two years ago was forcing boardsailors off
the lake in high winds as a result of fre-
quent, often-hazardous rescues. When the
winds reached 25 knots, the amber cau-
tion light turned red and signaled all
boardsailors to leave the water. This natu-
rally resulted in some confrontations
between sailors and rangers.

In late 1984 the park staff began consid-
ering opening the O'Neill Forebay portion
of the reservoir to high-wind sailing on the
condition that personal flotation devices
(PFDs) be worn. Several boardsailors, at a
meeting with park staff, objected strongly
to PFDs on the basis of dangerous per-
sonal experiences and demonstrated to
the staff that a windsurfing harness com-
bined with a wetsuit provided adequate
flotation. The fact that the sailor could swim
and keep warm in the wetsuit was an
added plus. The group proposed to the
park staff that they consider utilizing the
“waterstart criteria concept” in conjunction
with the rule that a wetsuit be worn by
windsurfers utilizing the area in 25-knot
conditions. It was agreed that the
boardsailors would provide the park staff
with training sessions utilizing windsurfing
videos and lectures to help them identify
when a boardsailor is in trouble requiring
assistance. The staff was also made famil-
iar with the windsurfer vocabulary, making
communication with boardsailors easier.
This communication between a group of
boardsailors and the park staff led to the
formation of the volunteer San Luis Sail-
board Safety Patrol (SLSSP) in 1986 to act
as an advisory group providing other
windsurfers with information on how to use
the area safely, and to advise the ranger
staff. It is not an enforcement group.

After an intensive weekend clinic con-
ducted by park rangers and the Los Banos
Police/Rescue Unit, 32 sailors became
members of the unique safety patrol. Each
member was required to pass first aid, Red
Cross, and CPR tests and receive certifica-
tion in these skills. They also had to be able
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to demonstrate a consistent waterstart abil-
ity in high wind. Each member was given a
distinctive international orange and white
patch to be worn on the harness. Clark
Dooley, one of the supervisory rangers,
explained that their role was to maintain a
safe boardsailing environment, and even-
tually establish new areas to sail on the
upper reservoir. The appearance of patrol
members at launch areas during high-
wind periods has lessened the need for
rescues. Members provide material sug-
gesting general safety rules, including
color-coded maps explaining launch and
loading areas. The patrol has received
widespread acceptance by the sailing
population, and so far it has not been
necessary for a patrol member to call upon
ranger assistance to enforce the rules.

The patrol is seen as an organization to
promote safe sailing, and to gain greater
access to California's waterways. Other
state park leaders have indicated an inter-
est in the patrol, and several are currently
exploring the possibility of setting up their
own organizations.

The O'Neill Forebay is located at the
base of the San Luis Reservoir and is
regarded as the best place to test your
windsurfing abilities and equipment in
Northern California. The area is located
within a two-hour drive south of San Fran-
cisco via Highway 101 or an hour-and-a-
half drive from Santa Cruz via Highway
152. On most windy weekend days you
can see at least a hundred sails on the
“Catfish Flats” area of the Forebay.
Although Catfish Flats, (between the
power line and Highway 152, approxi-
mately one-mile in diameter) is the most
popular area for sailing, a five-mile drive to
the Mederios area on the south side of the
Forebay offers two-mile reaches and
warmer water.

The sailing season at San Luis usually
runs from April through October. The best
months are June and July, when an
extreme variance in the temperatures of
the San Joaquin Valley and the coast
usually produce the best conditions for
sailing. A 25-degree temperature variance
between Santa Cruz and Los Banos will
generally be adequate to produce good
winds. Summer wind patterns are mostly
20-knot westerlies from dawn to mid-morn-
ing with light and variable winds lasting
until 3:00 PM. It is common for winds to die
within fifteen minutes, then shift and blow
25 knots from the west. Winds can easily
build to 30 knots past sunset.

The main dangers at San Luis are two-
fold: equipment failure in high winds, and
inexperienced sailors hopelessly over-
powered in such conditions. In both

situations hypothermia (from being in cold
water too long) can result. At the Forebay
at San Luis the lee shore could be two
miles away from the spot the sailor went
down. Patrols are on the lookout for these
situations, and are trained and prepared to
lend assistance. Each dangerous case is
slightly different so the patrols must be
prepared to take whatever measures are
needed in any given situation. Standard-
ized rescue procedures are being
developed on an on-going basis and this
information will be made available to all
sailors as it emerges.

The question of liability is the major
motivating concern in the restricting or
prohibiting of boardsailing. The patrol
approach is a practical solution to this
ever-increasing threat of loss of sailing
areas and water access. All sailors should
have an increased awareness of potential
hazards in their home waters. The visibility
of an organized and recognized safety
patrol gives local, state, and even national
controlling agencies strong assurance that
detailed safety measures are in effect. The
existence of a patrol organization can dra-
matically ease the worst fears of these
controlling organizations. As private sailing
parks begin to spring up, professional
patrols (similar to snow-ski patrols) may
soon become a reality. A highly-trained
patrol person would become a valuable
and sought-after individual.

The SLSSP is a successful solution to
this ongoing problem. New rescue tech-
niques are being developed that will be
useful to sailors everywhere. SLSSP
proves that board sailors and state agen-
cies can work hand-in-hand to the
advantage of both parties. Everyone wins.
Through communication and organization
many of our greatest sailing locales will
stay open to the rapidly growing and still-
developing sport of boardsailing.

For more information about the patrol
and how it was organized, call or write
HOTLINE. All questions and requests for
information will be forwarded to the safety
patrol. S

Editor's Note: Phil Worthen is an Alpha
Teamn rider with twenty years surfing expe-
rience, and a twenty-five year background
in sailing and racing dinghies and multi-
hulls. He is a Hobie Cat instructor and
salesman at the O'Neill Yacht Center in
Santa Cruz, California. He is an original
member of the San Luis Sailboard Safety
Patrol and a steering-committee member
of the California Boardsailing Association.
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This exciting event will take place in the waters of Daytona
Beach. Explore 23 miles of sparkling beach perfect for
sailing. The race will be run in a Hobie Nationals style; 7
days of competitive sailing. Qualifying races will take place
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X w2 Y : on Monday and Tuesday (June 1-2) with round-robin being
'; ey held on Wednesday and Thursday (June 3-4) with finals
: ' - held on Friday and Saturday (June 5-6). This will be an
2 “Yes, weknowsthatthisis nat event you don’t want to miss. Accommodations are avail-
e a Hobie 175but this isthe hotel.” able at the Holiday Inn Surfside which is on the beach. See
o e you there!
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Hobie 17 U.S. National Championship Hobie 17 U.S. National Championship
RACE REGISTRATION FORM HOTEL REGISTRATION FORM

For: HOLIDAY INN SURFSIDE
(this form must be postmarked by May 1st) DAYTONA BEACH, FL

Name 2o aibiss mi et 8 S0 abons s e M S8 B v o Name
Address . =0 AT i i e s g S Address
CHy. ey il (Gyte o o iy 0l o Gy e State . Zip

| am prequalified from Division Telephone
I wish to qualify from Division — Arrival Date

Telephone Departure Date

Entry Fee: $100 prior to May 1st, after May 1st, Type of Accommodation:

$125.00

Boat Damage Deposit: $250 cash or money order

only.

ALL SKIPPERS, prequalified or not, must preregister. Single: $55 Double: $55

Mail this form to: Each additional person is $10.00 per night and kitch-

HOBIE 17 NATIONALS enettes are an additional $10.00

P.O. BOX 1008 Send this form to: Holiday Inn Surfside

2700 N. Atlantic Avenue, Daytona Beach,
OCEANSIDE, CA 92056 Florida 32019, phone #904/672-3770




Large enough for sails of all sizes, dagger-
boards, booms and accessories. (10°9’’x
22°x14”’, at bucket end).

Durable AQ2000 Polyethylene, roto-molded,
no seam construction makes the Toy Box

tough enough to stand on.

Drain channels promote drying during transport
while water tight hatches keep water out.

Easy access from both ends.

The SSI Toy Box is now available in yellow at a
slight additional cost.

Ultra smooth snag-free interior; nothing
for your sails to get caught on.

No assembly required, maintenance free.

Sturdy roto-molded end closure doubles as
an 11 gallon wash down bucket.

In Stock on West Coast from:

Accessories for Sail Action Sail

4643 Admiralty Way 900 West Coast Hwy
Marina Del Rey, CA 90292  Newport Beach, CA 92663
213-827-2233 714-645-2062

$259.95
plus shipping

A Treasure the;;
for Sailing Toys,
and the Best Friend

Your Sails Ever
Had!

SIEEEYR =y ¥ AR IR GRS R,

Sailing Systems, Inc.
4815 Amy Drive
Crystal Lake, Il. 60014



These fine
cowhide gloves
have an extra strip
of leather sewn in the
length of each finger
and across the palm for
maximum protection and
extra wear.

L

oloves make
all the
difference

¥ FINGER
" SAILBOARD
GLOVES

Comfortable
protection that
will not resist
dexterity! Rugged and
thin, the %-Finger glove
has a vinyl-impregnated
cotton palm and mesh back.
Yellow and white.

Both the Catamaran Gloves and %- Finger
Sailboarding Gloves are available in S, M,
L, XL —for men and S, M, L - for women.

For more information on these and other
fine products, send us your name &
address and we’ll send you FREE (bulk
mail) our Sailboarding and/or Catamaran
Accessories catalog, plus the name of your
nearest dealer. Or send $2 per catalog for
1st class delivery.

/7 MURRAYS MARINE

P.0. Box 490 - Carpinteria, CA 93013 - (805) 684-8393

74/ HOBIE HOTLINE

See your local dealer or order directly from us:
Sailing Systems, Inc.

5 All Purpose

X \ép Lubricant

Excellent all-purpose lubricant
specially formulated to reduce friction,
adhesion and corrosion on your blocks,
filler crossbar ends, gooseneck connections,
rudder assemblies, trailer rollers
travelers, cleats, tracks, zippers, hinges
and mast bases, too.

Crystal Lake, Il

e #

(815) 455-4599

Fm—————————

ORGANIZE AND PROTECT

YOUR COPIES OF :HOTLINE

Now there’s an easy way to keep copies of your favorite

magazine readily available for future reference.

Designed exclusively for HOTLINE by Jesse Jones

Industries, these custom-made titled cases are
sized to hold twelve issues - Reinforced board
covered with durable leather-like material in
red * Title is hot-stamped in gold * Free person-

alization foil included for indexing years - Cases are

V-notched for easy access.

PA residents add 6% sales tax

—_— e — — — —_— 1
HOTLINE Magazine QUANTITY CASES i
Jesse Jones Industries, Dept. HOHZ One $ 7.95 |
499 East Erie Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19134 Three $21.95

Six $39.95

Please send cases for HOTLINE Magazine. Add $1.00 per case postage and

Enclosed is $ handling. Outside USA $2.50 per

osed i

o — .(US. f ly.
—_Charge my (Minimum $15) oome (L. funcs only)
[0 American Express [ Visa
[0 MasterCard [ Diners Club
Card # Exp Date
Signature !

Charge Orders: Call TOLL FREE 7 days, 24 hours #1-800-972-5858 I
Print Name |

Address I

No P.O. Box Numbers Please |

City/State/Zip |

————————_SATISFACTION GUARANTEED — —__ |



MlCHELOB INSTRUCTIONAL VIDEO

S A I L I N G Gary Jobson, leading

sailing authority, ESPN
Commentator, and tactician
inthe 1977 America’s Cup
victory, provides first class
instruction on basic sailing
techniques for the begin-
ning or novice sailor. Atonly
$14.95, MICHELOB SAILING
makes the perfect first lesson!

CALL TOLL FREE

1-800-972-5858
Operator 220
BCS1-HH
or use the convenient
order blank below.

copies of Michelob Sailing at

Please send me _
$14.95 each (plus $3.95 SHIPPING/HANDLING).
(Check Format) [J VHS [ Beta

NAME__
ADDRESS.
CIty STATE ZIP

[J CHECK [J MONEY ORDER [ MASTERCARDI/VISA
CARD NO. EXP. DATE

SIGNATURE

MAIL YOUR ORDER TO:
MICHELOB SAILING TAPE, PO.BOX 708, BCS1-HH
NORTHBROOK, IL 60065

Missouri and lllinois residents please add applicable sales tax.
Allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery. Please do not send cash.

e Xuonle G ""‘“""'g.

RK OUT

THE GUESSWO
1u'kr\";inmur»\'mmm; YOUR

“ASL._ is the ideal way to
transport your mast and boom. Stern and/or bow interlock-
ing carriers clamp on securely and remove easily. Fits all
Hobies. Made of polypro, brass or stainless. Safety tie not
included but recommended.

The AQUA-CADDIE holds coolers up to 10%x14% and also is great for weather
gear, etc. Crossbeam mounting helps keep basket out of water and eliminates deforming dolphin
striker as when wave hits striker mounted product. Cooler not included. Model for Hobie 18 (mast
mounted), all other cats; Holder 12, etc

g ) MURRAYS MARINE DIST

Mectwest W or P O._BOX 490

CARPINTERIA, CA 93013

8930 DEXTER-PINCKNEY (805) 684-5446
PINCKNEY, M| 48169

(313) 426-4155 (California residents add 6% sales tax)
S vk s oy s One Year Warranty < "< t-cctecesees
C ,g-r?e&(gnsc- .2:.',’2 SEE YOUR LOCAL DEALER or order direct:
it Charge SHIPPED IN USA VIA UPS (no P.0. Box #'s please)
[] Visa (BankAmericard) N ame
AQUA-CADDIE
[ Hobie 18 $49.95 Aﬁd’ess
[ Other models $39.95 City
MAST-CADDIE State Zip

[ Stern Only $44.95

[ Bow Only $44.95 Account
Indicate Model of Boat: Expiration Date

O Please send more

U.S. Patent Pending “Reg. U.8. Pat. Off.

SAIL REPAIR

AS SAILMAKERS FOR 14 YEARS
AND HOBIE DEALERS FOR 12
YEARS, WE SOLICIT YOUR
WINDOW INSTALLATION, BOLTROPE
AND BATTEN POCKET REPNRS,@S
TRAMPOLINE WORK, ETC. FIVE /
TO TEN DAY TURN AROUND. (
EXCELLENT WORKMANSHIP,
INSURANCE ESTIMATES.

48 HOUR SERVICE AT @
DOUBLE RATES AND
TIME AVAILABILITY
CALL FOR uuDTE OR
SEE YOUR

HOlDEI;L?()V[?”S' %é \7/

HobIeCat

"Banana Peels" are designed to fit the hulls snugly by utilizing delrin zippers
along gquwhale and zippers/velcro for sidestay closures allowing for St-up

storage or mast down towable without disconnecting the bridle or si
Hobie 16 "Banana Peels" are $295.00 a set and $95.00 for the tramp
The Hobie 18 " Sanarm Peel" is one-piece, covering the entire hulls
and prices at $389.00. Prices are for our stock colors of white ol
10% to quoted prices for colors: red, yellow, green or tan; &
14-day delivery for special colors. All orders prepaid will be
freight paid. All other orders will be shipped UPS, COD including
For price quide on sail repairs and info on other manufactured item

“hris Rooke 1744 p ot
l90k‘.1u;44—8x50?‘ ROOKE SA'LS MﬂxhlliL ™ 5611‘

FRAYEIZ LINES
SORE FINGERS

&
FRUSTRATION

WITH THE SAFETLINE GRAB-R™ YOU CAN KEEP
YOUR TRAMP TIGHT EASILY AND SAFELY!
MACHINED FROM HIGH QUALITY 2011-T3
AIRCRAFT ALUMINUM WITH A
LIFETIME REPLACEMENT GUARANTEE.

SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER FOR
$19.95 Plus $3.00 POSTAGE & HANDLING
FOR THE PAIR

WATCH FOR OUR NEXT
SAFE1PRODUCT™

IN THE JULY / AUG. HOTLINE

QUALITY PRODUCTS AT DISCOUNT
PRICES. SEND $1.00 (REFUNDABLE) FOR OUR
CATeSTUFFeCAT®A®LOG

SAFE 1 PRODUCTS"

RT. 2 BOX 417 GROVE, OK. 74344
(918) 786-9277

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED PAT. PEND.

MAY<JUNE 1987/75
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* THERE'S *
NOTHING LIKE A
TIGHT TRAMP!

Tamp Clam
Aluminum amp Clamp

2;::_\‘

A=< y

~
=)

Trampoline
*
-

>
Pat. Pending

Tramp Clamp Fits all Hobies®

* Prevents trampoline from pulling out of
aluminum extrusion

* Minimizes chafing of trampoline at
stress points.

* Allows tighter trampoline — increasing
boat speed

* Increases trampoline life

TC-10 $ 795

¢ ¢

Also Available From TrenTec
Pocket Protector™ LUFF CAPS
(Par #4535825)

HC-14-5-L $ 595
HC-14-6-L (6 Battens) $ 695
HC-16-L $ 895
HC-16-JL Jib $ 395
HC-17-L $ 995
HC-18-L $ 995
Jib Pro-Tector (Par #4543024)

HC-18-P $ 995
Gooseneck Bearing (Pat #4557212)
HC-14/16-GB $ 495
Jib Traveler Car (Par #4319537)

HJC-16 (set of 2) $ 1495
Perfect Pocket® Draft Gauges™

HC-14 (for 5 or 6 batten) $ 495
HC-16 $ 495
HC-18 $ 495
Perfect Pocket® Batten Caps™

(Pat. #4335669)

For Stock Hobie® Battens

HC-14 (incl. 6 caps) $ 995
HC-16 Main $1295
HC-16 Jib $ 695
HC-18 $ 1495
Kick Back™ Rudder Return Kits

(Pat #4.218986)

For HC-14 & 16 Kit $1295

Available at most Hobie® dealers or order

direct by writing

Trenlec Inc.

PO. BOX 1146
JENSEN BEACH, FL 33457
(305) 692-2329
Be sure to specify your boat and size and in-
clude check. Florida residents add 5% sales
tax. We pay postage. MasterCard and Visa,
include card number and expiration date

7810
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“HELMSMAN

Rudder
Control

s Raise or lower either rudder from
S the Helmsman position.

A must

i for weedy

l‘ lakes

U

No more crossing over to the other side to set the rudder. Now you can do it all
from the skipper's position using the existing tillers and crossbar.

B Lower and Lock Either Rudder.
B Release and Raise Either Rudder.
B For all Hobie® 14 or 16's.

Just replace the upper rudder castings, cams, springs, plungers, etc. on your Hobie
14 or 16 with the new Helmsman mechanism. Made with quality marine com-
ponents, including adjustable trip release and rake adjustment. Patent applied for.

Send for more information and pricing.

BRF r. 0. Box 783, sT. JosEPH, Mi 49085 Ph. 616-429-7050

OMPANY

SKIP ELLIOTT

870 PRODUCTION PLACE
NEWPORT BEACH, CA 92663

714-645-6697

SPECIALIZING IN THE HOBIE CAT®
AND BOARDSAILERS
HIGH SPEED

SPINNAKER AND REACHER
PACKAGES AVAILABLE

RECUTS AND REPAIRS

MAINSAIL RACING RECUT

THE KISME KLEET "

The KISME KLEET™ is a
round (1.8" 0.D) stainless
steel "cleat-like” device that
1s shaped like a miniature °
soup bowl with a Nyltite®
lined hole in the bottom!

The KLEET™ cleat has many uses as a terminal
post for belaying a line eye, or a bungee loop. It also
serves well as a universal line guide or deflector for
stationary lines that require special routing and
"holding” to keep them out of the way. The KLEET™

handles up to 1/2" dia. line, or bungee cord WITH TEFLON BOLTROPE $95.00

Clyde even used a KLEET™ cleat to repair the ‘;'B REiHApETSEAMS 8500

bungee actuated rudder return system on his H-16! VIIZI?): :IEIIEDC%QETALE WRa taad
When one of the plastic "rudder washers” on his rud-

IS ru MAINSAIL 3000

der return system cracked and broke off, he simply JiB 25.00

replaced it with an guaranteed unbreakable KLEET™
cleat! For an inexpensive, permanent repair for
broken “rudder washers”, Clyde suggests trying
KLEET™ cleats

No matter how you use them, KLEET™ cleats are
UNCONDITIONALLY GUARANTEED to last as long as
the boat they are mounted on! (That's right Clyde,
there's no additional fine print!)

K-100 $1.49 for a single unit

ONE WEEK SERVICE ON REPAIRS

DOUGLAS GILL SAILING SUITS &
FOUL WEATHER GEAR
1 PCE DINGHY SUIT

1 PCE INSULATED SUIT
DRY SUITS

68.00
98.00
$150.00 to 243.00

ALL SHIPMENTS VIA UPS FREIGHT COLLECT
CERTIFIED COD IF OUT OF STATE
PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE

K-101 $4.95 for a set of four WITHOUT NOTICE Q
K-102 $9.95 for a set of ten N
CALL OR WRITE Y
Another Simply Better 7 = :
Product From KW
L L I X J
= e Kisve e amemy | | |QUALITY SAILMAKERS
A _ DESIGN FABRICATION REPAIRS

Universal City, Texas 78148 |

(512) 659-4258




WIN'tenna

Reference arms make it easier to see exactly what your bridle
vane is telling you. WIN'tenna can be set for close reach or any
other point of satl. Good indication is especially importanton a
broad reach where maximum boat speed often separates the
winners.

CM 7712TA WiIN'tenna w/repl.vane.................... 4.50
CM 7703 Bridle-Vane .......c.c.coenveversosssssesccns 9.00

HALYARD HANDLE a big help for main sail hoist

CM 7702 Halyard Handle

(for installation on 3/32 wire) .............. 2.00
CM 7702S Halyard Handle w/shackle

(for bolt-on attachment).................... 4.50
HIKING STAY & GRIP KIT
Tames your hiking stick — using it comes naturally
CM 7710 TAL 5 5.5 oo Sl 15 5.oh SAFS VE'S O5 Bl BN Sosc de Bisle ais 4.50

coffey

320 E. Walnut Ave.
El Segundo, Ca. 90245
(213) 640-8838

It’s the key to every opening!
For screws, bolts, shackles and more;

its wide blade fits up into lower rudder
castings for adjusting cam spring tension,
its narrow blade fits the rudder stop
screw in the lower rudder casting,
and best of all, its built in hook

$3.95 brings locked “down” rudder
+ shipping cams “up” with a twist
or see your of the wrist!

dealer

Dont
forget N
your key.

Sailing Systems, Inc.
4815 Amy Drive
Crystal Lake IL
60014

(815) 455-4599

AN

Quick, reliable control
made the HOTSTICK the
world’s

most

popular

tiller

- " extension.

The HOBIE
HOTSTICK
when
total
control is
a must.

AVAILABLE AT YOUR HOBIE DEALER__I

|
HOTSTICK!

EVERT CAT
[IEEDS [ TAIL!

When you tow your cat or mono-hull, do you fear
that other drivers will not see your rudders or
mast? Try our CaTail, a red warning pennant that
attaches quickly to each rudder, or our MasTail
which fastens just as easily to masts, sterns, etc.
Both go on and off in seconds and store easily.
Order yours before your next tow!

CaTris — $4.05 ren rain
ITnsTaiis $2.50 encr

Top 3.7 rer onoen
FOSTAGE/MAMDLING

CaTniLs
Dox 4641 Onx Droox, IL 60321

ssnssay

S

Mtttk ahanae

D
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*Custom Boat Names & Graphics* )

SYUNRRIZLS

Customize your boat with "RAINBOW" cofored
boat names to match your sails on ?

BOEDVVLVLDVRAARDS

Your boat name, graphic, fleet logo hand Il'
cut from the finest vinyls. 28 colors in- L]
cluding metallics. Easy do-it-yourself ap- [ ]

plication.

For Free Brochure Write To:
Ship ‘N Shore Vinyl Designs
P.O. Box 670, Dept. H

- ) Suttons Bay, MI 49682

b Y (616) 271-4207

e T L LB LLTLLLLLLLLUT VTV VR VRRARUNS
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MAY<JUNE 1987177



SHOW YOUR COLORS

YOUR OWN HOBIECAT,  EXPERTLY APPLIQUED

ON TOP QUALITY SWEATSHIRTS
= Customized To Your Specifications
= 50% Cotton / 50% Polyester Shirts
= An Ideal Gift

= Sail Numbers Avallable

CALL NOW [312] 724-3207

—d

3143 Bellwood Lane
Glenview, lllinois 60025

PERSONAL SAILWEAR

DANGER

be fatal!

Extreme caution must be
observed when
launching and sailing
near overhead wires. A
mast near a wire could

Do You Have Trouble
Pronouncing ‘‘OCHSEN"’?

WE DO, TOO!

OCHSEN was supposed to be pronounced
“oxen” That being the case, why not spell it OXEN™
which is obviously pronounced “oxen” — we agree with
Clyde, who finds it much easier to call an OXEN"™an “ox
en”...Than he does to call an OCHSEN an
“oxen" Besides, Clyde says that calling an OCHSEN
an "oxen" seems like a lot of unnecessary bull!

If all of this is beginning to seem a little like bull to
you, too - Skip the double talk and simply remember that
the only “cleatless”, self-holding block in the USA i1s now
called an OXEN'block, and is distributed by KISME,
INC

(Clyde says if you don't know who, or what, KISME
1s. .. He hopes JAWS eats your boat!) .. . KISME is the
specialized marine hardware company with the excep-
tional reputation for product quality and customer ser-
vice! (It also has a truly awesome employee/skipper
named Clyde.)

Joking aside: KISME is proud to announce that it 1s
now sole US importer and distributor for this fine Swiss
made, self-holding block

Also, Clyde wants to invite all you ‘ol OCHSEN
“drivers”, who need to get your OXEN"™serviced, to send
them in to KISME's special support department — For a
limited time we will fix any OXEN"™/OCHSEN block for
only $29.95 or any "IFL" block for $39.95 (plus
postage) ' Of course, there is no charge for qualified war-
ranty service

Finally, because we truly believe “simple 1s better”
we are really changing the name from OCHSEN blocks to

OXEN™ BLOCKS

Another Simply Better .

Product From @ l\>

1987 KISME, Inc

VISA 118 Miliridge Rd @
— Universal City Texas 78148 =
(512) 659-4258
78/ HOBIE HOTLINE

Hoft Products

1987 Windsurfing Catalog from
Murrays

Murrays Marine's 1987 Windsurfing Catalog features a wide
array of hardware and accessories for sailboarders including the
full Da Kine line, a discussion of ready-to-sail bases and booms as
well as the Bic roofrack system. Videos, books, wetsuits and
drysuits are also included. The 37-page catalog also features
serial photos of the first forward roll ever photographed. For more
information, contact Murrays Marine, P.O. Box 490, Carpinteria,
California 93013. Or, call 805-684-8393.

The KISME Kleet™

KISME's latest gadget for cat sailors is the KISME Kleet™, a
stainless steel cleat to be used as a terminal “post” for line eyes or
bungee loops. In addition, says KISME, the cleat can serve as a
repair part for bungee assisted rudder systems or as replace-
ments for broken rudder washers. KISME guarantees the cleat
for as long as you own your boat. The cleats retail for $1.50 each
and are available in groups of four for $4.95 plus postage. For
more information, see your Hobie dealer or contact KISME, Inc.,
118 Millridge Road, Universal City, Texas 78148. Or, call
512-659-4258

Tramp Rench™

Charles Island Associates has recently introduced the Tramp
Rench™, which is designed to use central hand grip leverage to
make tightening trampoline lacing easier. The wrench's design
evenly distributes gripping pressure by using a cam cleat which
will not damage the lacing line. For more information, contact
Charles Island Associates, Inc., PO. Box 16088, West Haven,
Connecticut 06516. Or, call 203-874-5300.

Hull and Mast Protection from
Grifgrabers

Grifgrabers has just released their cat pro-lactic tips designed
to protect the front portion of the boat's hulls from road debris and
flying stones. The tips cover the area from the tip of the hull to the
front crossbar and are made of Naugahyde and plastic zippers.
Grifgrabers states that one person can slip the covers on and off
easily. The tips are available in black or blue to fit all Hobie Cats.

Grifgrabers has also introduced mast pads made expressly for
Comptip™ masts. The new pads are constructed with 400 Denier
pack cloth and half-inch Ethafoam. The mast is held in place by
Velcro straps. The pads are designed to protect the mast from the
rear crossbar and the sail track from lines and straps during
transportation. Grifgraber mast pads are available in all colors.
For more information, contact Grifgrabers Sailing Accessories,
P.O. Box 1724, Hurst, Texas 76053. Or, call 817-282-2812.
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Even when it's empty, it’s full of good things.

Some of the good things: Sliding side door.

2.1-liter fuel-injected engine.  Seating for seven and
Power front disc brakes. 49.7 cu. ft. of cargo space-
Power steering. that’s the big difference
Steel-belted radial tires. between the German-built

4-speed manual transmission. Vanagon and mini-vans.
Electronic ignition.
A 1987

Independent suspension. n
' Vanagon GL

Contoured front bucket seats.
Rear-window defroster.
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We know what it takes. We’ve built :
coolers and jugs for more than 25 years, -
made them as good as we do today.
Super tough to take all the har

out. Super insulated to keep things
syl

colors and s to fit the way you
live. So what are you waiting for?

L

IT’S NOT JUS
IT’S THE

© 1986 The Coleman Company Inc



