B RS

, 1

,'[ ;

." l/’
."




It's officiall
Volkswagen Vanagon is the
official vehicle of ‘Hobie Cat and

the World Hobie Class Association.

Volkswagen and Hobie Cat
have teamed up to bring you
the Limited Edition Hobie

Cat Vanagon. It's the van
that comes with an Alpha“
sailboard. And it's going to be
making waves at beaches
all over America.

Now while supplies last,
when You buy or lease this
special Vanagon, you can get
an Alpha® sailboard from
Hobie Cat, plus our own
specially designed sailboard
roof rack, and eye-catching
Hobie Cat Rainbow graphics—
all for a special price.

Look for this exciting

Vanagon—the van with
more passenger and
cargo space than any

mini-van—at Hobie-

sanctioned regattas.

Or cruise over to your
participating
Volkswagon dealer.
But hurry. The warm

weather won't last.

And neither will our

supply of these

special Vanagons.

®"Hobie Cat and Alpha® are
registered trademarks of
Coast Catamaran Corporation.

© 1986 Volkswagen
Limiied Edition
Hobie Cat Vanagon




YOUR HOBIE FOR 1986!

Cat Equip has been the leader in the design and marketing of covers
for Hobie Cats since 1974. As active sailors in the largest Hobie fleet in the
country, we know first-hand what Hobie owners want and need.

HOBIE HALTER COVERS

“Cover it when you're done playing
with it” is more than a smart way to
protect your Hobie'’s value. Safe-
guard your Hobie from harmful
ultraviolet rays, inconsiderate birds,
acid rain, and polluted air. Skipper’s
choice of three different types of
fabric for most models.

POLY-COTTON MATERIAL

Cover is light green 65% poly-
ester/35% cotton and can be
machine washed. Secured with
velcro and straps, cover can be
used with the mast up or down.
Excellent sun protection.

PRICES

Hobie 18 Magnum

One-piece full coverage,
#H-18-1M
Hobie 18
One-piece full coverage,
#H-18-1

Y

Hobie 17
One-piece full coverage,

$185.00

$175.00

Hobie 17 Wing Covers
Priced per pair,

BT 2W 3 isomsas sdssmas
Hobie 16

One-piece full coverage,
#H-16-1 $152.00
Trampoline cover, #H-16-TC $ 47.00

Hobie 14
One-piece cover, #H-14-1 ..$127.00
Trampoline cover, #¥H-14-TC $ 43.00

HOBIE HALTER HEAVY
DUTY COVERS

Made of blue Sunbrella acrilan
canvas with nylon cord ties and
leather chafe strips. HD covers are
also available for towing your
Hobie at freeway speeds. Note: Do
not attempt to use covers not
specifically designed for towing.

@TECHNALON MATERIAL

Made from a high tech breakthrough
in fabric design, the Technalon is
the most water repellant,
breathable boat cover
available. Repels light rain
showers, morning dew, ocean
salt and mist. Any moisture under
the cover quickly evaporates
through the breathable fabric.
PRICES

Hobie 18 Magnum
One-piece storage,

PRICES

Hobie 18 Magnum #H-18-IMHVY .......... $440.00
One-piece full coverage, Hobie 18
BHNB LM oo avmine: eamm dimn One-piece storage,
Hobie 18 6H-18:1 HVtY . .b.l$440.00
One-piece full coverage, Eﬁ-ﬁlgtc]eTg\lNer.a 2’400 00
"H-18~1 .............. Hobie ]6

One-piece storage,

5H~16-1 HVY ....$385.00
Hobie 17 : ne-piece trailerable,
One-piece full coverage, ] ' *H-16-1 TOW ...$355.00
L o [ [ ) PR — $199.00 dpun / W’
Hobie 17 Wing Covers “Cover It” T-shirt
Priced per pair, P
PH-17-2W. s sswnisns with any order over

$40.00

Hoble_ 16 (offer expires Aug. 1, 1986)
One-piece full coverage, ¥ you Just weat " Cover It"
BHAG6-1 5 camsnnvs sns $191.00 bl

T-shirt, fill out the coupon
Hobie 14 below and send $10.
One-piece cover, Sorry, no phone or credit
2 o [ 7 L T g $160.00 card orders for T-shirts.

e e G e S S

ORDER TOLL FREE — MONDAY THRU FRIDAY, 8:30-5:30 PST
T

Call 1-800-231-5180 outside California
In California call 1-800-231- 4971

Use your
credit cards

[ _pat* | Descnptnon - - | Unit Price
L |
| Creditcard # _ Calif. add 6% tax L =
O American Express 0O VISA/MasterCard aps Handhng $5.00
I Signature — Expires [ TOTAL :
I SHIP TO: I
Name ' ; [
Address . |
City/State/Zi S -
'ty/' o/ e 8282 Miramar Road
0O YES! Send a FREE “Cover It" T-shirt with my order. San Diego, CA 92126
O Alll want is a “Cover It” T-shirt @ $10.00 postpaid: (619) 549-2100
O Small O Medium 0O Large 0O X-Large
1 Send $1.00 for the latest Cat Equip catalog (refundable with first purchase). |

L——-———————




FREEDOM Harness from
Murrays. New, crotchless harness
with optional 12" spreader buckle
provides state-of-the-art comfort and
support at a popular price. Color: Blue.
Sizes: M & L. #30-0320

Spreader Trapeze Buckle. New,
12" wide stainless spreader buckle
eliminates “trapeze squeeze” at the hips
and waist. #01-0135

Wind Suit from Murrays. One-
piece suit can be worn over swim suit,
sweats, street clothes or wet suit
depending on the weather conditions.
Features hood-in-collar, pockets in
sleeves and knee patches, reinforced
seat. Color: Blue. Sizes: XXS-XL.
#38-5770

For more information on over 2000 items, see

your local dealer or return the catalog request
card included in this magazine.

1Gl For Sailing — Warm,

Dry & Comfortable

FREEDOM SEAT from
Murrays. All new! Crotchless
skippers seat accomodates either new
12" spreader or standard buckles. You
have to feel the difference to believe it.!
Color: Blue. Sizes: M & L. #30-0330

Sail John Wetsuit from
Murrays. Special features for
catamaran and dinghy sailors include
reinforced seat & knees, and full front
and ankle zippers. Coordinated
accessories include neoprene jacket
with nylon sleeves, cap, gloves, under
sleeves, knee pads, boots & slippers.
Color: Navy Blue. Sizes: Ladies XS-XL,
Mens S-XXL. #38-2100

Murray Standard Trapeze
Buckle. (not shown) 4” wide stainless
buckle features a low-profile hook with
replaceable plastic retainer. #01-0134

PVC Dry Suit from Murrays.
Heavy duty PVC/Polyester suit with
latex seals provides water-proof
protection. Wear over street clothes or
other appropriate underwear. Features a
comfortably loose fit and special
reinforcements for sitting and/or
crawling sailors. Color: Blue w/White
top and Red stripe. Sizes: XS-XL.
#38-3000

Neoprene Dry Suit by Refugio.
New, warm mfortable! Smooth-
outside 4.5mm neoprene body with
2.5mm replaceable seals sheds water
and fits close while stretching
comfortably with your movements.
Ideal combination suit for sailing/
sailboarding/surfing. Color: Black with
colorful nylon reinforcements. Sizes:
Ladies S-L, Mens S-XXL. #38-3100

@UWURRAYS MARINE -« P.O. Box 490 « Carpinteria, California 93013 » (805) 684-8393
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FEATURES
20/Ask the Expert

Hackney tackles boat stiffness, righting and davits.

22/Surviving a Summer Storm
Ask sailors in the Hog's Breath 1000 how important this is.

24/Backstage with Hobie Cat Manager Mel Wills

He's the guy who looks after your cat, before and after you buy.

28/Hit the Road!

Mike Shearer of the travelling Shearers says it's worth it.

37/Summer Sails
It's the HOTLINE's look at the beauty of summer and sails.

48/Sizzling Facts About Skin Cancer

If you read only one story, make it this one.

64/Time Equals Speed Equals Challenge

A HOTLINE interview with the man who set a new world speed record at Alpha Speedweek.

66/Waterski the Alpha Waveski® Way

That's right. Here's how to use the Waveski® without waves.

REGATTA REVIEW

32/Fun in the Southern Sun
Hobies, Holders and Alphas party at Midwinters East.

42/Aussies Win Stormy Hog’s Breath 1000

It was frightening, exhausting and exciting. And guess who won.

70/Wind Teases Sailors at Speedweek
It was there, then it wasnt, then it was.

ON THE COVER

DEPARTMENTS
6/Hobietorial
' ' 11/Letters
Whether racing, picnicing, or 14/Briefs
just lazing in the sun, 19/T]
celebrate your own Hot 9/Tips
Hobie Summer. Photo by 77/Hot Products
Robert Brown.

HOTLINE Publications, all rights reserved. The HOTLINE magazine is published bi-monthly by Worid Hobie Class Association, 4925 E
Oceanside Blvd., Oceanside, CA 92056. Subscriptions in USA $11 per year (six issues); in Canada and foreign countries, $16 per year.
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tion. Use of the stylized H trademark, the
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with the express permission by license or
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Any other use is strictly prohibited by trade-
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sailboats caused by modification to the boat is
not covered by Coast Catamaran's warranty.
Please use discretion in deciding to modify your
boat with items advertised in this publication.
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Are We Having Fun Yet?

OK, so the season's in full swing.
You've got those first couple of regattas
under your beit and things are looking
pretty good. This looks like it's going to be
a summer filled with memories. Why not
save some of those memories and share
them with the rest of the HOTLINE read-
ers? To encourage you, we've initiated a
special program for budding pho-
tographers. All you have to do is take the
camera along on some of your sailing
adventures. We're looking for shots that
depict the perfect sailing summer. That
could be anything from high action hull
flying to a lazy day sunning on the tramp—
whatever perfect summer sailing means to
you. Send those into HOTLINE; well pick
the best of the bunch and publish them in
the January/February 1987 issue to help us
all get through the winter. Well even pay
$30.00 for each picture we use. See the
“Briefs” section for all the detalils, then get
out there and shoot away!

Getting back to this issue, we've got
some serious advice to pass along to
every Hobie and Alpha sailor. With sum-
mer in full swing, there are two things we
should all remember. First, too much of the
warm summer sun can not only cause a
burn, but could lead to skin cancer. For-
tunately, skin cancer is easy to prevent. All
you have to do is use your head and some
extra caution. For all the nasty details and
the good news about prevention, turn to
Brian Alexander's “Sizzling Facts About
Skin Cancer.”

Second, summer storms are occasion-
ally romantic and sometimes deadly. The
midsection of the country is especially
vulnerable to sudden, violent outbursts.
What do you do if you're on the water
when one strikes? John Schuch explains
the procedure.

High wind wasn' a problem at Alpha
Speedweek. In fact, a little high wind
would have been welcomed. Still, things
managed to get off the ground and a new
world record was set when the event was
extended one day. Jeff King surpassed all
other sailors to record a speed in excess of
36 miles per hour. Dan Mangus comes
through with all the scoop from Palm
Springs and an interview with King.

An event that stirred a great deal of
interest was the new Hog's Breath 1000.

Some of the best Hobie sailors in the world
were there, and we've got the late scoop
with photos hot out of the camera.

Hobie Cat owners will be interested to
hear from Mel Wills. He's the product man-
ager for all catamarans and an important
part of an owners life, especially if a
problem arises. In an informative HOTLINE
interview, Wills describes warranty pro-
cedures, hints at what new things may be
in the catamaran future, and tells us a little
about what his job is like.

Colorful sails and Hobie sailing have
gone hand in hand for a long time.
Although hard-core A fleeters often go for
white sails, colors are still the preferred
style for most Hobie sailors. Our photo
essay presents a tribute to sails and the
feeling of summertime sailing they
engender.

We're packed with features! Look for
instructions on waterskiing with the Alpha
Wave, travelling to regattas outside your
home area, a report on Midwinters East
and more “Hot Tips,” “Briefs,” “Hot Prod-
ucts” and “Letters.”

The HOTLINE is growing and getting
better all the time. We've got some terrific
things in store. Next issue, look for a report
on the Hobie 17 National Championship
and find out what the top skippers are
doing to squeeze more speed out of the
boat. Well also have a special feature on
wetsuits, those sometimes uncomfortable
but indispensable rubber clothes that
make it possible to sail long passed the
summer months. Stay tuned to this station.
Same Hobie time, same Hobie channel.



bl FOR [T

GO FOR THE SAVINGS

BY SUBSCRIBING NOW.



THICK, FOAM
PADDED SHOULDER.
STRARS FOR.
COMFORTABLE
FIT!

OUR SOFT,
PLIABLE, 8 0z.
COATED NYLON
PACK CLOTH
HARNESSES
COME IN COLORS
THAT COORDINATE
WITH MOST
‘SAIL PLANS.

TRAPEZE SEATS OF SUPERIOR
DESIGN, EXCELLENT QUALITY, AND
A SPLASH OF COLOR!

THE BACK OF THE /2 HARNESS CURVES UP HIGH TO
PICK (P THE WEIGHT IN THE SMALL OF THE BACK AND
AVOID THE “BFLT ONLY * FEEL OF OTHER HARNESSES.

THICKER PADOING

THAN ANY OTHER.
HARNESS N THE
MARKET. 3/3"
CLOSED CELL FoAM
PADDING, PLUS
FOAM BACKFD
LINING MATERIAL!
FASTEX SIDE
%TF@% 2}%}5 RELEASE BUCKLES SUPERIOR
A ALLOW QUICK ENTRAMCE LOAD DISTRI-
. \ \ AND EXIT FROM THE SEAT BUTION THROUGH
s ___t;.; NO NEED 70 WoRRY ABOUT STRAP PLACEMENT:
NO AWKWARD AND £/ CRO SLIPPING! THE WAIST STRAP/S A
UNCOMFORTABLE LITTLE ABOVE WAISTLEVEL
LEG STRAPS AS IN 70 SUFPPORT THE MAULOF
CROTCHLES? THE BACK THE LOWER STRAP
HARNESSES ! RUNS ALON G THE BOTOM 70
MOVE THE LOAD 7D THE LOUWER

HIPS — THEN FASSES THRoUGAH

THE BUYCKLE TO KN THE WAIST
STRAP WHERE THEY EQUALIZE
THE LOAD 0 SUIT” YOUR HIKED
T ROSITION Y

SEE FOR YOURSELF !

~ MANUFACTURED AND DISTRIBUTED BY SAILING SYSTEMS, INC.
LY oo B 48 4815 AMY DRIVE, CRYSTAL LAKE, IL. 600I4 (8IS ) 4554599



A custom designed

reacher powers up the Hobie

17 and a special spinnaker adds fifth gear to
the Hobie 18. Every Ullimate Speed Package
comes with a complete hardware kit that's
easy to install.

These headsails are not legal for Hobie class
racing. They're made fo give you the

Sails By Smyth performance edge in any fype
of open class racing, and can easily be
removed for Hobie class racing.

For an information packet on the Ultimate
Speed Package, contact Terri Crary at
Sails By Smyth.

SAILS BY SMYTH

15640 Graham Street
Huntington Beach,
California 92649
(714) 898-2434

ORDER YOUR FREE

SSI

L 9 8 6

CATALOG

SSI QUALITY PRODUCTS & COMPLETE PARTS LIST
Now! Special Holder and Alpha catalogs
are available. Please specify when ordering.

SAILING SYSTEMS, INC.
4815 AMY DRIVE- CRYSTAL LAKE,IL. 60014
815-455-4599

JULY*AUGUST 1986/8




HOBIE-18 Ski :
]M 0 ,/ / /V G 7 TaketheMaSt-l'lllgF:)elisTesi

Let us know six weeks in advance so
you won't miss an issue. Just attach
your mailing label and write out your
new adaress.

Attach Mailing Label Here.

P ; ' If so, then Mast-Hook is for

you. The specially en-

Have you ever found yourself gineered ring and shackle
‘@ Putting the boat on its side - combination locks onto the
to hook the main to the haolyard hook in seconds. Just

mast? tie the halyard to the ring
New Address ® Folling behind in a roce according to instructions,
because your main has raise the sail and Mast-
slipped dowr the mast? Hook does the rest. Don't
City State p ® Struggling to hook ‘your struggle with your main; sail

sail instead of sailing? with Mast-Hook.

Oceanside CA 92054 CA 90296

- Mail to: HOTLINE, P.0. Box 1006, noney orlés iodiidasbitic
ORDER NOW 5z e

Mast-Hook $!

Tex-Car

INDUSTRI WE ARE CLOSING THE GAP
on having a full line of soft goods.
Through our ad in the Hobie
Hotline, we now have products in
31 states.

OUR PRESENT SOFT GOODS
INCLUDE:

Light padded crotched harnesses
—Standard

Heavy padded crotched harnesses
— Professional

Heavy padded crotchless harnesses
—Southern Comfort

Trailerable Boat Covers for Hobies
16,17, and 18

Padded Rudder Covers
Dagger Board Covers
Sail and Boom Bags
Block and Sheet Bags

WE HAVE MANY DEALERS DISTRIBUTING OUR PRODUCTS.

We need many more to get our soft goods introduced to the Hobie Cat sailors. Tex Cat wants to work with Fleets
and Fleet members. We are offer-

SEND FOR OUR FREE CATALOG AND PRICE LIST ORDER FORM. ing a special Fleet Discount.

Call toll free 1-800-826-8270 Please call our toll free number

in Texas 713-455-4194 and let us explain to you.

Tex-Cat Industries * PO. Box 24141« Houston, Texas 77229

10/HOBIE HOTLINE



LETTERS

| must tell you that our cozy little Hong
Kong Hobie Club (as Ms. Paula Alter can
testify) is full of sailing activities like fort-
night club races, open catamaran
regattas (where we confirm each and
everytime that those Darts and Sparks
from other clubs only look fast) and the
sailing event of the year, the Round Hong
Kong Island Race which is open to any
wind powered boat.

You might be proud to know that the
1985 Round Hong Kong Island Race saw
five Hobie 16s and two Hobie 18s in the top
15 after PYS handicapping. The speed
record of 3.5 hours is held by a Hobie 18!

Dontt you think that is really hot news?

Moh-Pheng ONG
Hong Kong

Who's at Fault?

It has been a long time since | was as
angry as | was when | read Dr. Hall's letter
to Baltimore Gas and Electric Company:. |
hope you were printing it to show how
careless some people can be!

The idea that Dr. Hall is trying to force
BG&E to pay for his carelessness is
beyond comprehension. One of the first
rules when trailering a boat to and from a
launching site is to look for power lines, not
to assume that they are not there. It's
episodes like this, precipitated by care-
lessness, that force our insurance rates sky
high and raise the price of boats, cars,
airplanes and just about everything else
due to the product liability insurance the
manufacturer is required to maintain.
Hobie is not untouched either. | am willing
to bet a month's pay that the need for the
“plastic” [actually an epoxy and fiberglass
composite] insert to the tops of their masts
is a direct result of other people’s “gross
negligence.”

Not trying to side with his argument, | do
see the need for power companies to
reroute power lines which might become a
problem at boat launching ramps and
other areas dedicated to launching sail-
boats. Good PR could be garnered by
making an attempt to help boaters instead
of being a hindrance to them. Let's work
together with the power companies
instead of suing them to remove obstruc-
tive power lines. Until, then, it's our
responsibility to stay clear of powerlines.
On the flight deck of an aircraft carrier, one
of the most hazardous environments in the
world, we use a term, “keep your head on
a swivel!” It seems it might apply here too.

Lt. Benjamin M. Trapnell USN
Corpus Christi, Texas

To Move or Not to Move

This is in response to the letter from
Dean Heinz, Fleet 45, Melbourne, Florida
which was printed in the March/April issue
of HOTLINE. My husband and | also had
job opportunities which would take us 1100
miles away from our beloved California
and all the great sailing competition we
knew so well. We decided to take advan-
tage of the opportunities and have been
adjusting ever since. We didn't serve our-
selves round after round to help us decide,
nor did | have a copy of the HOTLINE in
my back pocket.

| knew moving to Montana would put a
crimp (to say the least) on our sailing, but
we were hoping for a better lifestyle; one
that would afford us clean air to breath,
clean water to swim in (when weather
permits) and a chance to better our lives in
the long run. It's been a long haul and after
three years, things are starting to feel
familiar again. The sailing however, has
been quite damaged. The Hobie fleet here
is dying and for us to race with any com-
petition, we have to travel at least six hours.
It's put a damper on our sailing style and
even though we love the sport, other
things have had to take priority. 'm hoping
that some day, when all this is over, we can
pick up our things and follow the circuit
around the world, just racing and racing
and racing. So, for what it's worth, | hope
this might enlighten you about the decision
you made.

Barabra Skarstedt
Fleet 470
Whitefish, Montana

Alpha Criticism

Although you will find my renewal to
HOTLINE enclosed, | am not happy with
the recent turn of events concerning the
editorial of the magazine.

| am referring to the recent inclusion of
Alpha sailboard articles into the HOTLINE.
The name of the magazine is HOBIE
HOTLINE and it is the official publication of
the World Hobie Class Association. What is
Alpha doing in my magazine?

| certainly don't pretend to understand
the relationship between Coast Cata-
maran, Hobie Cat, Coleman the World
Hobie Class Association and all the other
corporate entities, but it's pretty obvious
that this is an attempt to piggyback Alpha
on the success of Hobie Cats. The March/
April 1986 issue contained 10 pages of
Alpha articles, eight of which were thinly
disguised advertising!

There are any number of sailboard mag-
azines on the market, but only one
devoted to Hobie Cats or any other small

Continued on page 13

LOOK
\ What'’s on
the Cats
at the
Worlds and
Nationals
Pocket
Protector™

LUFF CAPS (pat. Pend.)

Without Pocket Protector With Pocket Protector
HC-14-5Licciicvvvavassons $ 5.95
HC-14-6-L(6 Battens) ..... $ 6.95
HC-16-L..........ooiuunt. $ 8.95
HC=16=) LojIbiccicanamvissianas $ 3.95
RG=T8=L: s v s sissninisns $ 9.95

Jib Pro-Tector Kit (pat. Pend.)

o [ G - B $ 9.95

Gooseneck Bearing Kit

(Pat. Pend.)
HC-14/16-CB............. $ 3.95

Jib Traveler Car

For HC-16 (Pat. #4,319,537)
HJ)C-16 (setof2) ......... $14.95

Also Available From TrenTec

Perfect Pocket® Draft Gauges™

HC-14 (for50r6)......... $ 4.95
HE~16 <55 commmmmn s ns 55906 $ 4.95
| LG . N $ 495

Perfect Pocket® Batten Caps™
(Pat.#4,335,669)

For Stock Hobie Battens

HC-14 (incl. 6 caps)....... $ 9.95
HC-16 Main.............. $12.95
HE16)1b s ossnssmmsiavive $ 6.95
HEEB . ciniisitsns i $14.95
For Foam Battens (set of 10)

EBRT0. . s s 5o s $14.95

Kick Back™ Rudder
Return Kits (pat. #4,218,986)
ForHC-14 & 16
(each set equips 2 rudders)

Standard Kit(s)............ $11.95
‘Fast Cat’ Window Decals
Decal(s):ussniicossenss 95¢ ea.

Available at most Hobie®
dealers or order direct
by writing:

(m)’iua'ec Inc.
P.O. BOX 1146

JENSEN BEACH, FL 33457
(305) 692-2329

Be sure to specify your boat and size and include
check. Florida residents add 5% sales tax. We pay
postage. MasterCard and Visa, include card num-
ber and expiration date.

4870

Yo
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Race Clinic L
Tuning the 16 o a
Ultimate Crew ®
Winterizing your Hobie
Q
Trailering 'S o

Tuning the 18 Part ||
Aussie's Tune the 16 o

o

Rules for the Beginner )

Racing Rules O
Winter Maintenance

O m
Wind, Weight, Rules O
Rigging the 18 @

Understanding Rules

Dry Suits
Q
Formula for Success
Block Systems O
Revised Racing Rules
Tuning the new 14 90O
Racing Rules
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o}
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Don'tBlowthatLead <

JOHN
$96.95

7 NEOPRENE
1y JACKET
Q/ $63.50

SET $150.00

$1.85

[LITER BOX]

D-E. WATERSPORTS QUARTZ -
30 Meter Alarm Chrono

e Watertight to 30 meters
(that's 100 feet)
e 24 hour stopwatch with

1/100 second resolution WINE

COOLER
$5.50

SAILING
BOOTS

and lots more!!

$24.95 $10.95
CAT HOUSE o,
KEY U=

NEOPRENE
& GLOVES %
$3.95 $20.95

Call or send check, money order, Visa or Mastercard number (include expiration date). Add $2.50

for handling. California residents add 6% sales tax.

Send for our free 1986 catalog with parts, accessories and savings for you.
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Continued from page 11

catamarans as far as | know. | hope that
you will publish this letter in the HOTLINE
... Give us back our magazine!

Gregory W. Enders
Fleet 171
Ypsilanti, Michigan

Editor's Note: Since we began to include
Alpha features in the HOTLINE, we have
received a variety of responses. Some, like
Mr. Enders have been critical, but most
have praised the way we have integrated
coverage of sailboards with Hobie Cats.
We have printed both points of view in past
“Letters” columns. As we stated in the first
issue that included Alpha coverage, we
are committed to this course for several
reasons. First, coverage of Alpha will not
reduce coverage of Hobie Cats. We have
printed more pages this year than ever
before.

Second, we felt a need to accommo-
date the increasing number of Hobie
sailors who also enjoy sailboards. Third,
we see the addition of Alpha coverage as
a way for the magazine to grow and
improve. That improvement, seen as more
color pages, better photos, more compre-
hensive articles and better design, is built
upon income received from advertisers.
Without advertisers, the magazine cannot
grow and improve and the addition of
sailboards has meant more advertising.
This, in turn, has allowed us to better serve
both Hobie Cat sailors and Alpha sailors.
As to Mr. Enders’ criticisms of our editorial,
it is possible that we were overenthusiastic
in some of our descriptions of Alpha prod-

ucts. As time goes on, we think readers
will see the same sort of concrete,
authoritative editorial about Alpha prod-
ucts as they have seen in our catamaran
features over the years. HOTLINE will con-
tinue to offer a lot of excitement whether
you're a Hobie sailor, an Alpha sailor or
both.

Limit Protests

“You're under protest, so do your

360s!” Does that sound familiar? At the

1986 Berryessa Regatta, | served on a
protest committee and | want to pass along
some strong feelings about protests. First,
learn the rules. It is very important to know
the rules, but sailors sometimes forget why.
You learn the rules so you do not get
caught in bad situations. When you see a
situation forming and apply what you
know, you stay out of the situation. You
don't find yourself in a protest position.

Yes, | know what you are thinking; there
are many times that you can't help getting
trapped. That's true, but in most instances
you can avoid trouble. And the one thing to
do if you get protested is to do your 360s
and do them on the water right away! After
all, Hobie racing is supposed to be fun, not
alife or death battle over a possible trophy.
The rest of the sailors want to have a
smooth-running regatta, one that isnt mar-
red with shouting and yelling at the end of
each day’s sailing. On Sunday, it's a real
bummer to have to wait around for the
scores, waiting, that is, because of last
minute protest decisions.

So go out and have a great time and
don' be a bully. Like the saying goes,
“Have a Hobie Day"

Ron Fikes
Palo Alto, California

Wanted: Hobie 17 Info!

I have recently purchased a Hobie 17
from Trail and Sail in Richmond, Virginia.
The owner, Tom Dew, answered all my
questions until it came to “go fast” ques-
tions and suggested | write to you.

Since the Hobie 17 is new, there are no
performance manuals to buy. | have many
questions about how to get the most out of
the boat and no answers available.

Could you send any information you
have about mast rake, rotation, sail shape;
how to sail to weather, reaching and off the
wind?

| have a pretty good understanding of
how a Hobie 16 sails. | have raced one for
the past four years. Any information you
can supply would be greatly appreciated
and will help in eliminating trial and error.

Robert Kirk
Richmond, Virginia

Editor's Note: We forwarded Kirk's letter
to Hobie Cat product manager Mel Wills
who was able to help. Everybody else
should refer to A Hobie 17 Primer,” which
appeared in the May/June 1986 issue.
Look for more Hobie 17 tips in the next
HOTLINE when we'll glean what tuning
and sailing information we can from the
Hobie 17 National Championship.
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Ever drop your jib clew blocks
in the drink? Never again! The
SSI Fast Shackle is a halyard
shackle with a removable keeper
pin and an Avibank ball lock
pin permanently wired to the
shackle. Especially created for
the Hobie 16 and 18.

Sailing Systems, Inc.
4815 Amy Drive
Crystal Lake. II.
60014

(815) 455-4599

P '
9’8" Long X 21” Wide X 12” Deep

« All Fiberglass Construction * Super Strong

* Rust-Proof Marine Hardware « Light Weight

« Ample Storage Space « Durable

* Mounting Blocks Included * Weather Proof

« Security Latches « Perfect Storage for sails,

« Stripes Optional life jackets, rudders,

* Smooth Exterior trampoline, coolers, etc.

Factory Direct Price $250
plus shipping
Phone 1 —904-681-0197

904-222-9778
601-332-0663

HOYS SAIL AWAY
608 Wildwood
Greenville, MS 38701

SAVIS
C%WAY

THE BEST FOR LESS . . . SAIL AWAY VISA
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Sandy Banks Stricken By Stroke

Just before Alpha Speedweek got underway, Sandy Banks,
Executive Director of the World Hobie Class Association and
director of the Hobie Cat Regatta Department, suffered a stroke.
Fortunately for Banks and Hobie sailors everywhere, the stroke
was not of the catastrophic, paralyzing variety, but it was serious
none-the-less.

Banks was able to see his hard work on Alpha Speedweek
come to fruition. His doctor agreed to allow Banks to come to the
event, but insisted that he take an indefinite medical leave
immediately afterwards.

Everyone who knows or works with Banks is hoping for a quick
and complete recovery but it appears that Banks will be away
from his duties for some time while he recovers. As impossible as
it may seem, Banks' shoes needed to be filled temporarily,
especially since this is the height of the regatta season.

With this in mind, Doug Campbell, president of Hobie Cat, has
announced a “perfect solution” to this need by placing Paula Alter
in charge of the Regatta Department during Banks' absence. For
those readers who are new to the HOTLINE, Alter, a two-time
national Hobie champion, was editor of this journal for five years.

“She is taking on big responsibilities in an important area of the
company,” said Campbell. “I'm confident that, with the help and
cooperation of all of us, Paula will be a huge success in her new
job”

The staff of the HOTLINE, the people at Hobie Cat and
everyone in the sailing community join together to wish Banks a
complete and thorough recovery and wish Alter luck in pinch
hitting.

Become a Published
Photographer

Photography is a big part of the HOTLINE. Now, every Hobie
and Alpha sailor has the chance to see his photography pub-
lished and earn a little money too! All one has to do is follow a few
simple rules. From now until the end of summer, the HOTLINE will
be accepting photos from sailors which have been taken
between Memorial Day and Labor Day. The best photos received
will be printed in the January/February 1987 issue of HOTLINE for
a look at the perfect sailing summer. The photos must be taken
between May 24 and September 1, 1986 and postmarked no later
than September 10. All photos submitted must be taken on
Kodachrome or Fujichrome 35 mm slide film. Ektachrome and
print film is not acceptable. Names, addresses and phone
numbers must be printed or stamped on the slide holder of each
submission. Slides should be placed in protective slide sheets
and backed by cardboard for mailing. Those photographers who
want their slides returned must enclose a self addressed,
stamped envelope with the submission. Submissions without the
SASE will not be returned. Photographers will be paid $30.00 for
each photo used, so get out there and create. Remember, the
theme is The Perfect Sailing Summer.

Alpha Super Series

Well, summer is here and summer means fun, great weather (if
you live in the northern hemisphere), friends, warm thermal
winds and sailing regattas. Your local Alpha dealer probably
already has some races and other fun activities on the calendar.
Start practicing on your favorite Alpha sailboard on an assort-
ment of different courses and get ready for the Alpha Super
Series in your area. Check with your Alpha dealer to find out
more.

Continued



Say “Bula” to the 6th Hobie 16 World Championship!

The races will be hosted by Fleet 252, Trade-
winds Marine of Suva and the Fijian government.
Qualifying races will be held Sunday, August 3
through Tuesday, August 5. The Championship series
will start on Wednesday, August 6 and the
announcement of the top teams held Friday evening,
August 8. The finals competition will be held on
Saturday, August 9 and Sunday, August 10.

Each country has been allocated prequalified and
qualifying positions. Any skipper wishing to qualify
from the North American Region must submit a
sailing resume including the following: number of
years sailing experience, number of years Hobie Cat
experience, your division and fleet number, size of
boat you normally sail and any other special sailing
accomplishments. The resume should be sent 1o the
Hobie Class Association, P.0. Box 1008, Oceanside,
CA 92054.

Resumes will be necessary if entries exceed
allotment and must be received prior to May 1, 1986.
All skippers eligible for the qualifying races will be
notified by May 31. Date of receipt of your resume
will be taken into consideration if necessary. All
skippers other than North American should contact
their respective associations or the World Hobie
Class Assaciation regarding the allocated positions.

Additional race information will be printed in the
May/June HOTLINE.

Travel Information:

Whether you want to take your time and explore
Fiji and its surrounding islands or just go for the
event, we have the package for you. It's even
possible to make your own itinerary. Just let us
know what your needs are.

For example, you could leave from Los Angeles
several days early and spend three or four days on an
island resort far removed from the outer world. Then
you would be taken from the island and delivered to
the site of the Hobie 16 World Championship just in
time for the races. There are many possibilities, plus
Air New Zealand will allow a free stop-over in Hawaii
either going to or coming from Fiji.

Add-on airfares from your hometown can be
arranged to assure a smooth and timely transfer in
Los Angeles to your Air New Zealand flight.

The Packages:

All packages include the following:
* Round trip airfare from Los Angeles to Nadi, Fiji
aboard Air New Zealand, the official carrier of the
Hobie 16 Worlds.
= Hotel accommaodations at Pacific Harbour (nights
depending on selected package).
= Round trip transfers from Nadi to Pacific Harbour.

= Meeting assistance in Nadi for groups arriving and
departing.

= Lei greeting and fruit punch on arrival at Pacific
Harbour.

* Luggage tags and document holder.

= Event t-shirt and “sulu.”

= 3 banquets (welcome, finalist, and awards).
Package 1: 7he Min/ Getaway—$895.00 per per-
son double occupancy/5 nights

Package 2: Qualifying Skippers Choice—$970.00
per person double occupancy/7 nights

Package 3: 7he Vacation—$1050.00 per person
double occupancy/9 nights

Package 4: 7he Fijian Holiday—$1085.00 per

| wanna say “Bula!” Sign me up.

Name

person double occupancy/10 nights

Package 5: 7he Fleet Retreat—Far thase of you
traveling with family and friends. A limited amount
of villas (2 bedrooms, 2 bath), complete with kitchen
and living room are available on a first-come-first-
served basis. If you would like information, please
check the appropriate box on the reservation form.
Note: Space is limited at Pacific Harbour and each
country has been allocated rooms. Other accom-
modations are available close by. Rooms at Pacific
Harbour will be reserved on a first-come-first-served
basis on date of deposit. For information on other
destinations such as Australia, Tahiti or New Zea-
land, check the space on the registration form.

AS IT APPEARS ON YOUR PASSPORT

Address

Number in party

STREET

Phone/Home | |

STATEZIP

| will be sharing a room with

| will be sharing a villa with

We would like package number

Please make my airline reservations from

Enclosed is a $100.00 per person deposit to guarantee a room/villa.

Please send me information about:

Fiji

[ Three-day circle island bus tour

[ Fijian hideaway island resorts

[J Suva

[J Three-night Blue Lagoon Cruise

(J Tavarua Island (the surfer's retreat, limited
space)

[ Pacific Harbour Villas

Australia

(J Sydney city tour

[ Great Barrier Reef

[J Motor home rental

[ Fly-drive-rental car and accommodations

&air new zeaLano

New Zealand

[J Auckland city stay

(3 Auckland Waitomo Caves and Rotorura
(three-day tour)

[J Motor home rental

[ Skiing on Mt. Hutt on the South Island

Tahiti

[ Papeete

[J Moorea

Hawaii
[J 0ahu
O Maui

[J Yes, | want this to be a dream vacation. | want a South Pacific expert to call and discuss all the

things to see and do in the South Pacific.

Mail Reservation form and deposit to: Innovations in Travel Attn: Hobie Worlds, 1233 Hermosa Ave.,
Hermosa Beach, CA 90254. Or call 213-379-2483 (within California) or 1-800-832-8357.
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Ask your local dealer
or order from us:
Sailing Systems, Inc.
4815 Amy Drive
Crystal Lake, Il. 60014

(815) 455-4599

Quick, reliable control
made the HOTSTICK the
world’s

most

popular

tiller

~ extension.

The HOBIE
HOTSTICK
when
total
control is

AVAILABLE AT YOUR HOBIE DEALER_I
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Alpha Team Rider Program

Hobie Cat is pleased to announce the "Alpha Team Rider”
program. Each Alpha dealer can choose up to three hot local or
regional sailboard riders who are, or could be, leaders on the
local sailboard scene. The Team Riders will receive Alpha boards
at a special price and an exclusive Alpha Team Rider accessories
package having a combined value of over $200, all free for being
picked to represent the team. All Team Riders will be pre-qualified
to all North American Alpha events where qualifying rounds are
part of the event and will be recognized in the HOTLINE. There
are more exciting things to come, so if you think you might qualify
as an Alpha Team Rider in your area, contact your local Alpha
dealer for all the details. Good Luck!

Lake Enterprises and Hobie Meet
the BBC

British Broadcasting Corporation director Dan Purvis and actor
Howard Stableford came to the Land of Enchantment in New
Mexico to produce a segment of the BBC series "Tomorrow's
World!" The documentary was aimed at showing American “low
technology” inventions to the European audience.

The University of New Mexico's Technology Innovation Pro-
gram referred Purvis to long-time HOTLINE advertiser John Lake
of Albuquergue. Lake is the inventor of Cat Righter boat righting
systems. Lake's invention of the righting system was spurred by
hours of sailing his Hobie Cat and a wish to right the boat safely
and quickly when sailing alone or with a lightweight crew.

The filmakers and Lake travelled to Cochiti Lake about 40 miles
north of Albuguerque. Buddy McDowell, owner of the Sailing
Center in Albuquerque aided the crew in setting up camera and
sound equipment on a 28-foot yacht so the team could capture
Stableford during his first-ever Hobie sailing excursion aboard a
Hobie 18. Stableford capsized then demonstrated Lake's system.
In a short time, he had recovered and was sailing again.

“Tomorrow's World" was seen January 30, 1986 in Britain.

1986 Alpha World Championship

For all of you that participated in last year's Alpha Worlds you
know how much fun it was. Well, it's going to happen again, even
bigger and better. This year, the Alpha World Championship will
be held in Key Biscayne, Florida, very near Miami, on November
24-30, 1986. The events will be funboard course racing, slalom
racing and long distance racing, within four classes: Men (light-
weight and heavyweight), Women and Masters (men over 35
years of age). More details will be available in the next Hobie
HOTLINE. If you can't wait to get on the list, send your name and
address to Hobie Cat, '86 Alpha Worlds PO. Box 1008, Ocean-
side, CA 92054, Attention: Regatta Department.

Wanted: HOTLINE Reporters

If you are a Hobie sailor who has a good grasp of what's
happening in your region of the world, the HOTLINE would like to
hear from you about reporting on some of the events, person-
alities and developments taking place in your sailing community.
In an effort to stay in closer touch with sailing life on a regional
level, HOTLINE will begin publishing reports from various sec-
tions of the United States, Canada, Europe and the Pacific Basin.
Those selected will receive a HOTLINE reporter's packet includ-
ing T-shirt, accredidation for events and cooler cup. If you are
interested in becoming one of our “Corresponding Editors,”
please write HOTLINE, P.O. Box 1008, Oceanside, CA 92054 or
call 619-758-9100.

Continued on page 78



—THE ORIGINAL— NOW! —INTRODUCING—

KCAT TRAXK Ht TIGER TRAX {1t

WITH ROLLER BEARINGS —The New High Performance
— The Most Popular Beach Dolly With Roller Bearings

Dolly on the Market ONLY $249.00 + FRT.

Since 1977 Lrsalvathol b
—Tough polyethylene wheels
JUST $359.00 + FRT. —Bright regatta blue or orange

—No air pressure required

Roller Bearings
Soft rubber ATV tires Make The Difference!

ill 1 rocks —Your wheels will turn
e~ freely under heavy

and coral — spread loads, even after
the weight evenly in many years of
deep powder sand — faithful service.
stand up to years
of rough use.

Both models have large padded end caps
to center the boat and protect the hulls.

NOW FLORIDA SAILCRAFT

OFFERS TWO ROLLER BEARING Wide-track TIGER TRAX wheels

DOLLIES: v ride easily on top of soft sand.

—TIGER TRAX for sandy, grassy or
paved launch areas.
—CAT TRAX for rough terrain and
deep powder sand.

SEE BOTH AT YOUR LOCAL DEALER = . y ' " h i s h o |
A P c e . o A A i I Y
—OR CALL US TOLL FREE— Cetal IaS“ r0||er bearlngs ar ! ! FLLLk

self lubricating, and they will last T ) ]
SEE OUR 800 NUMBER BELOW  3most forever. ! :
=

i

TRAX HANDLE — $98.00

—Roller bearing handle lets axle
spin under hulls for easy loading.

—Now you can launch a catamaran
and return it to the trailer single-
handed.

AXLE EXTENDER SLEEVE

$35.00 — -
—Increases axle length 6 inches You don’t have to hand-feed your sail anymore!

Sail Trax is the answer for sails that jam in the track. Just start the
aEd re_turns to. no.rmal ]ength b)’ head of your sail through a Sail Trax]— stand back — and pull the
changing clevis pin. sail up, all the way to the top of the mast! Sail Trax is a pair of
stainless steel guides with spherical tips that lead your sail smoothly
CAT CRADLES — $139.00/PAIR into th(f tralck. They are easily installed in a few minutes. Full
—Recommended for round bottom i m.( el 3
hulls to distribute weight. Made of | Save your time and temper — get Sail Trax...$14.95
form fitting fiberglass, padded to Order by mail from: Florida Sailcraft
protect hulls. 1601 N.E. 18th Ave., Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33305

YES, you can see these products at your local catamaran |Pleasesendme _______ Sail Trax @ $14.95 ea.
dealer’s store — or contact us: plus $1.00 postage and handling
FLORIDA SA“.CRAFT, INC. (305) 561-9777 Fla. residents add 5% sales tax

1601 N.E. 18th AVENUE, FT. LAUDERDALE, FL 33305 Total amount enclosed
To Order With MasterCard/Visa Call Toll Free: Name

1-800-332-2049 Ext. 3003 In Fla. 1-800-525-0129 Ext. 3003 | Address
Please Add 6% Shipping Florida Residents Add 5% Sales Tax | City




The portable MAST-CADDIE®
» S nomE° pr - B

AK OUT
E THE ¢ GUESSWD
To‘r—“musromua YOUR

“ AST is lhe ldeal way to
transport your mast and boom. Stern and/or bow interlock-
ing carriers clamp on securely and remove easily. Fits all
Hobies. Made of polypro, brass or stainless. Safety tie not
included but recommended.

The AQUA-CADDIE holds coolers up to 10%ax14% and also is great for weather
gear, etc. Crossbeam mounting helps keep basket out of water and eliminates deforming dolphin
striker as when wave hits striker mounted product. Cooler not included. Model for Hobie 18 (mast
mounted), all other cats; Holder 12, etc.

MURRAYS MARINE DIST

NMoctinest %aa&w or O_BOX 490
CARPINTERA CA 83013

BQgONDCEﬁEER-PINCKNEY (805) 684-5446

INCKNEY, Mi 48169

(313) 426-4155 (California residents add 6% sales tax)
One Year Warranty

SEE YOUR LOCAL DEALER or ordor direct:

! C.0.D.(U.S. only)
1Check Enclosed SHIPPED IN USA VIA UPS (no P.0. Box #'s please)

Master Charge

[ Visa (BankAmericard) Name
AQUA-CADDIE
[ Hobie 18 $49.95 Aqdress
[ Other models $39.95 City
MAST-CADDIE State Zip
Stern Only $44.95
Bow Only $44.95 ‘mmm:

Indicate Model of Boat:

Expiration Date
© Please sendmoe \ ¢ petuat Ponding *Nog. U.3. Pat. 01,

Hobie Sailors have more Fun

Trailex Anodized Aluminum

Trailers for Hobies assure
that Fun

® LIGHTWEIGHT - for Beach Launch
- Compact Towing

* NO RUST - Maintenance Free

* STRONG - Heat treated Special
Extrusions

3 YEAR GUARANTEE
ON ALL ALUMINUM PARTS.

Various optional tire sizes available.

TRAILEX aluminum
trailers are also available for EXPORT.

The Original Aluminum Trailer
TRAILEX manufactures aluminum trailers for all Hobie
models including the new 17.
TRAILEX also manufactures a light weight aluminum
trailer for transporting sailboards.

Our 22nd Anniversary Year

Ask your dealer about obtaining one of
our aluminum trailers for your Hobie Cat.
Or contact TRAILEX for further information.

TRAILEX, INC.

Box H, 60 Industrial Park Dr., Canfield, Ohio 44406
Phone (216) 533-6814

THE RIGHTING SYSTEM
THAT REALLY WORKS!

CAT RIGHTER™

TER™ comes fully assembled with
everything you need and a one year
satisfaction guarantee!

Now there is a righting system designed for use on any make of
catamaran up to 20 feet that allows every person weighing as little
as 100 pounds to Safely Go It Alone!

The features that CAT RIGHTER™ offersyouare
* No capsize paranoia when sailing solo
* No boat modifications required (Protects Warranty)
* Rights catamaran quickly from knocked down or turtled positions
* Works even without wind
* Lightweight. no irritating rope burns. easy to instail and stow
* No additional righting systems required. color coordinated to

match your boat

Patent Pending)

Address
Clty:
Telephone ( )
COLORS

1 $I O5Q_Q |c

1 Blue

] Yellow |
17,18

0 $11500

1 $12500 cahﬁ.guﬁ“
(l’osxage C O D. within (ommen(al USA olherWIseF O B. delivered)

Please make check or money order payable tc

Lake Enterprises Inc., 76 Plnon Melghu Road (505) 20I-9418} ‘
Sandla Park, New Mexico 87047 SEND FOR FREE BROCHURE!
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The First Outboard
Motor Bracket
for Hobie, 14, 16, and 18~

Propels to speeds in excess of 6 knots using the
TANAKA 120 (1.2 H.P.) outboard motor. Provides
safe sure momentum against currents. Makes docking
easy when winds are becalmed. Motor and bracket
weigh less than 17 Ibs. Installs in minutes. Removes in
seconds for racing. Both sailing and motoring positions
clear the boom and tiller.

*Brackets also available for other catamarans. For
prices send for FREE brochure or see your local dealer.

Cheata Qutboard Motor Bracket
P.O. Box 1234 m

Hobe Sound, FL 33455
THE PERFECT MATE FOR YOUR CAT

305/746-0479

Call or write for details on
end of year sale! Dealer
inquiries welcome.
U.S.PAT NO. 4227480




HOBIE HOT TIPS

Making the Boat Look Like New

Wed like to plug the hand spray container of a product called
Tilex®.

After scrubbing with cleanser, ammonia, bleach and detergent
in an effort to remove the discoloration on the tops of the hulls
and the tramp of our Hobie 18, we tried Tilex. We sprayed it on,
with care to avoid application to aluminum or painted surfaces, let
it sit for 30 minutes and just hosed it off!

The result was excellent. With one simple application, we
turned our 1982 Hobie 18 into an '86! Now, does anyone know
how to get 10W 30 motor oil out of a sail? Sigh . . .

Bill, Bump and Margaret Ross
Camden, South Carolina

Editor’s Note: Tilex, a product of the Clorox Company, is a
powerful chemical liquid designed to remove mildew stains and
soap scum from tile and bathroom fixtures. As the Ross family
discovered it has a variety of other uses, but be sure to read the
instructions on the back of the spray bottle carefully to avoid
damaging parts of your boat.

John Lowe’s Maintenance Check

Editor's Note: John Lowe, commodore of an Arizona fleet,
passed these tips for sailing season preparations along to his
members in the fleet newsletter.

Well, get ready Hobie sailors, the sailing season is in full swing.
Maintenance of your Hobie is one of the most basic elements of
sailing. Preventative maintenance will save you time and money
in the long run, help you become more familiar with your boat
and last, but not least, it will keep the boat in the water and not on
the beach during that weekend you've long waited for.

Let's start at the bottom with the trailer. We rely heavily on our
trailers to carry our boats between 150 to 400 miles over
everything but good roads. It's not asking too much to clean and
re-grease the wheelbearings. You may even want to carry a
spare (nobody wants to be stuck in Why, Arizona with a fried
wheelbearing). Check the air pressure in your tires and spare(s).
Make sure the lights are in good working order. Check all bolts,
welds, nuts and the rollers.

Next are the hulls. If your hulls leaked water last year they're
going to again this year. Pressure check them to find where they
are leaking. One common way to do this is to get a vacuum with
an exhaust function, (so it blows air). Have a friend (crew) hold the
vacuum hose over the drain opening to pressurize the hull. At the
same time, you can go around and apply soapy water (spray
bottle or sponge works good) to areas where you suspect a leak.
Most leaks usually occur where the pylon post and hulls come
together, under the deck lip at rudder mounts and drain openings
and at daggerboard wells. When you find a leak, seal it with
some clear silicone sealant and presto, no more leaks!

Next, check to see how much of your hulls you have left on the
beach by using a template. The bottom of the hulls are built up
extra thick so don't panic if they are worn a little. While you're at
the hulls, fill in any scratches with a polyester resin and powdered
fiberglass, then entirely sand the hulls with that black, wet
sandpaper. Finish them off with 600-grit. This not only is the most
efficient way to clean them, but it also removes the oxidation.

Now you need to make certain the boat is stiff. Having a loose
boat hurts your pointing ability, decreases your acceleration in a
puff and causes you to bury that leeward bow easier. Start by
checking your corner castings for excess wear, loose rivets and
cracks. If you have loose rivets drill them out and replace them
with new ones. If the corner castings have worn badly you should
shim them or glue them to the pylon post with resin or epoxy.

Continued on page 78
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KOOL-RAK designed to hold the popular PLAYMATE and LITTLE PLAYMATE
beverage coolers by IGLOO
* Fits Hobie 16 18
* Mounts low on center line
* Easy to use push button
lock with swing down top
* Black vinyl coated for corrosion protection

* All stainless steel
mounting hardware

* Rubber insulators, no
metal to metal contact

* Easy on and off

Your IGLOO cooler is rugged high
impact plastic. A tough hide that
won't chip, rust or corrode.
3year guarantee.

KOOL-RAK complete with (Circle one) red blue yellow
PLAYMATE cooler (holds 18¢ans) ........................ ... O ss0.9s
OO ORI -0 550 e ra i v aie oo e nir e s e e s YA e 50 ains O sates
LITTLE KOOL-RAK complete with (Circle one) red blue yellow
LITTLE PLAYMATE cooler (holds 9cans) ........ s T 1n [
CIETUE KOOLMARIORING - . oo o oo miswm watarms oo s G e o el s s O s29.95

Add $1.50 postage (outside Mainland USA add $3 00) California residents add 6Y2% sales
tax. We accept check or money orders, MasterCard and VISA
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CAT—RAK DESIGNS

19632 Sequoia St., Cerritos, CA 90701 (213)865-6871
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SK THE EXPERT

Editor's Note: John Hackney, the
HOTLINE's resident expert, answers ques-
tions about how to best enjoy your Hobie
Cat. Address questions to “Expert,” Hobie
HOTLINE magazine, P.O. Box 1008,
Oceanside, CA 92054

RIGHTING YOUR HOBIE

| have a 14 Turbo, which | love, but my
problem is trying to right the boat. | am 5
feet 3 inches tall and weigh 150 pounds. |
have all the weight | need but not the
height. So, which righting system on the
market do you recommend, the Cat
Righter, Easy Righting system or some
other righting system?

Cesar O. Parra
San Antonio, Texas

Righting a Hobie when you are too light
or short does present a problem. Solutions
include growing, gaining weight or
adopting a large child, preferably one who
likes to sail. Other methods for lightweight
self-righting include; sailing with a friend,
shroud lengthening device, water bag, or
using the wind or waves to right the boat.
In an emergency, dropping the mainsail
helps to right the boat in calm, flat water.
Flagging down a power boat and having
him pick up the mast will also work.

Proper righting technique has you
standing on the center of the hull, holding
the righting line, placing your body weight
as far out off the boat as possible with your
back parallel to and just above the water. It
does not matter whether the righting line is
over or under the hull as far as leverage is
concerned, although less physical strength
is required of you if the line is over the hull.
Try hooking the righting line to your
trapeze hook to eliminate fatigue, since
you must keep your butt out of the water as
the boat starts to right itself. Remember to
uncleat the main and jib sheets so the
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water does not lay in the sail hindering
your righting attempt. Also, uncleated sails
will not cause your boat to sail away as
quickly when righted. Some people like to
furl the jib on the Hobie 18 and Turbo 14,
so try this also. Grab the dolphin striker as
the boat comes up or you could find your
boat trying to impress you by flipping in the
opposite direction.

Many different companies produce
righting line systems and most are
adequate. The line itself should be large so
it is easy to hold and long enough to wrap
around a harness hook allowing you to get
low to the water. The simplest righting
system is a line tied to the front pylons but
one end must be untied to use, which is
time consuming. A self-retracting system is
easier to put into use and may also double
as a chicken line. The retractable lines may
use shock cord inside the line or use a
pulley system attached to shock cord
which retracts the line after use. Personal
preference should dictate which you use.

Once you have the type of righting line
you like the next problem is how to get
your lightweight or short body to right the
boat. Two ways that require no extra
equipment involve using waves or using
the wind under the sail to start the righting
process. Practice, wind and waves are
required to master either of these
techniques. Increasing the weight on the
righting line with a device to hold water like
a collapsible bucket or plastic bag, will help
to right the boat. Additional arm strength is
required to lift your own weight and the
water bag as the boat starts to right itself.
There is a system advertised in the
HOTLINE which appears to have a pulley
system to help pull the water bag out of the
water. This system might also be
something to check out. Make sure you try
these methods in shallow water or where
assistance is available.

A system to lengthen the shroud
commonly called an “Easy Righter” is an
excellent alternative for lightweights
(pardon the term). A problem with this
system is that the mast may come out of
the mast step. Everything must be installed
and maintained properly to prevent this
from occurring. There is another draw
back to the shroud lengthening system.

By John Hackney

Tacking a righted boat to reattach the
shroud can be a problem in heavy air. Still,
shroud lengthening seems to be the most
accepted method for lightweights, unless
of course you sail with a friend.

In summary, you must first obtain a good
righting line. The water bag righting
system works well for the athletic type and
the shroud lengthening system is a time-
proven way to success. So go outon a
warm day and experiment with a water
bag. If that does not work, install a shroud
lengthening system.

KEEP IT STIFF

| have a 1983 Hobie 16 that has a hull
rigidity problem. You can lift a hull
(especially the starboard one) from the
bow about four feet off the ground without
lifting the other hull. Last summer | riveted
the corner (with the correct rivets) and also
tried those copper spacers sold by Hobie
on the pylon-corner casting joint. The play
was never alleviated and the rivets
loosened up again. The pylon bolts are
snug. The corner castings simply pivot
when you lift a hull, especially the rear
starboard.

I've read about pylon gluing for rigidity
but | am scared stiff (unlike my boat)
because of the comments like “Let the lord
help you if you ever have to replace a hull”
or “Doit right or you'll wind up with a boat
permanently out of whack.”

What would be reasonable solution for
my problem? Please Help.

Jeff Rose
Parma, Italy

Owning a Hobie 16 with a loose corner
casting can be annoying and cause a loss
of boat speed, but fortunately is repairable.
When | first started racing, | thought tactics
were for wimps and boat speed was
everything. Since a rigid boat was said to
be a fast boat my first few Hobies were
epoxied together right out of the box. |
stopped doing so many years ago when |
realized it was not that important and
epoxy would not dry between races at the
nationals. Epoxy does work well to make
that loose boat rigid but if you ever want to
disassemble the boat later it may be a
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problem. Heating the casting usually
softens the epoxy allowing the parts to be
separated after epoxying. Notice | said
usually. One also must make sure the boat
is level and square as the epoxy is drying
or your boat will forever be out of
alignment.

The next best way to tighten up your
boat, and the one which is most
recommended, is using shims. Shims may
be inserted at many locations depending
on how loose your boat has become.
Places to shim include: front beam to
corner casting, rear beam to corner
casting, side bar to corner casting, and
corner castings to pylons. The shims will
vary in thickness from beer cans (yes there
is a use for all those old beer cans) to
sixteenth-inch (maybe eighth-inch)
aluminum sheet. Make sure the shims are
long enough to hook over the end of the
aluminum extrusion and extend to the
edge of the casting. Not to disagree with
the factory’s accessory shims, but | do not
like to use brass shims as electrolysis may
take place between the shim and
aluminum parts. Once the shims are
installed, replace all loose pop rivets with
stock three-sixteenth-inch rivets. Should
the pop rivet holes be worn, it may be
necessary to install oversize quarter-inch
rivets. Additional rivets may be used to
connect the corner casting to the pylon.
This is not done at the factory and once
installed these rivets must be drilled out in
order to disassemble the boat. Keep in
mind this operation must be done
approximately every other year, maybe
more, if you sail choppy conditions or all
year round. Do not be afraid to use lots of
shims, WD-40 and a rubber mallet to put
the parts together. Restraint must be
displayed when pounding the casting onto
the pylon as you could loosen the pylon in
the hull.

For you one liners out there, shims and
new rivets are the first line of defense for a
loose boat, followed by oversize rivets, with
epoxy as a last stand, and keep that tramp
tight!

DAVITS FOR YOUR HOBIE

| own a Hobie 16 and need a light lift.
Lake Michigan's water level is getting

Placing shims as illustrated can help keep your boat stiff

higher every year and the adjoining lakes
have no beach. The weight is the problem.

John Heskett
Danville, lllinois

Does you Hobie need a lift? If so read
on. Launching or storing your Hobie at the
water’s edge is done ideally from a nice,
white, sandy beach, preferably a beach in
Hawaii. In some cases it may be
necessary to permanently store and
launch a Hobie without the sandy beach.
Undesirable solutions to this problem
include selling your Hobie (dread the
thought) or moving. Luckily there are other
solutions. Ruling out dredging, other
possibilities include davits, hoist, PVC pipe
platform, floating dry dock, and a carpet
covered ramp as common solutions. My
personal favorite is the ramp covered with
carpet. This system allows you to rig and
derig the boat while standing on solid
ground. Sailing right up onto the ramp can
be exciting in the truest Hobie tradition.

Davits or hoists present problems in that

it is hard to rig a boat that's already floating.
Rigging the boat before launching and
trying to launch with the sail up can be a
hazard or lots of fun depending on your
perspective. Unfortunately | do not have
nor could find anybody who has access to
a lot of information on davits commercially
available. So if you want more information
on davits go to a boat show to locate davit
manufacturers. Your local Hobie dealer
may also have more information. In my
travels | have seen Hobies on davit
arrangements, so it can be done. Again,
local information from manufacturers is
quite valuable in solving davit problems.
PVC pipe could be used to build a
platform above the water's surface on
which the boat may be stored. Also, a
floating dock with a roller system similar to
a Hobie trailer can be used by pulling the
Hobie out of the water up onto the dock.
This floating dock section may then be tied
in a conventional dock or moored. Dock-
ing or mooring the Hobie and painting the
bottom is also possible but | do not recom-
mend it. Good luck! S
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SURVIVING
A SUMMER STORM

Editor's Note: It happened very quickly. A
gathering of sportfishermen and a group of
racing sailors were enjoying a May day on a
lake near Houston, Texas. As can often
happen in the midsection of America, a
sudden and violent storm came up. For-
tunately, most people were rescued. Some
lost boats. Some lost lives. Being prepared
for storm conditions is especially important
during the spring and summer months
John Schuch explains what to look for and
how to survive a squall

t's another perfect
early summer day, 74 degrees at 8:00 a.m.
and the sun has burned off all but a trace
of last night's dew. The weekend is just
getting under way and you hear the
weather report over a last cup of coffee
before jumping into the already-packed
Volkswagen van for a great day of sailing.

“Warm and sunny all weekend, high of
82 degrees, slightly cooler at the beaches.
Wind will be south/southwest at 12 to 14
knots with only a slight chance of thunder
showers developing late in the afternoon.
This is KCAT weather reporting on the
hour. Have a nice weekend.”

It's down to the launch site, rigging up
the 16 and with lunch and libations securely
aboard, you are off with two other boats for
a five-mile sail to the island and a great day
with no phones and all the cares of the
office left at home.

How many times this scenario unfolds
each year from Big Bear to Falmouth must
be uncountable. Each of us has played out
this role over the years more times than we
could count and doubtless more of these
perfect sailing days are yet to come for us
and for sailors yet unborn over the North
American continent as the quintessential
day of summer fun on a catamaran unfolds
again and again. This day, however, is
going to be different and not without inci-
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By John Schuch

dent. This will be the day that fireside
stories are made of. They'll be told on cold
December and January nights because
this is the day you were out sailing and it
really blew hard!

At 3:30 things begin to change in our so-
far perfect sailing day. The wind moves
slowly around to the southeast and drops
down to about 10 knots. What was a slight
haze becomes a genuine overcast and
now, suddenly remembering the last few
words of the weather broadcast on KCAT,
you become aware that a slight chance of
thunder showers is now probably cause
for concern. ltis a five-mile beat back now
and you make a hasty retreat to the boat
and head for home. About half way back it
becomes pretty obvious that you are
going to get a weather change of major
proportions—a squall line forms in the west
and begins moving rapidly across the
open water directly at you. The wind has
more east in it than before, and past
experience tells you that you are going to
get hit with a squall in a very few minutes,
but you are ready for it and you begin to
anticipate the strong westerly shift that is
moments away.

Later that evening, over a hot buttered
rum you and your friends will relive those
last two and one half miles of sailing in
conditions not fit for man nor beast. On the
8:00 p.m. news broadcast you learn that
the wind and the squall you sailed through
hit 42 knots or an honest 50 miles per hour.
Granted, the big blow only lasted a short
time but all of you can feel happy, smug
and a little bit lucky that your boats, your
experience and your ability allowed you to
come through unscratched and without
any damage. All because you knew what
to do when it blows too hard.

By keeping aware of a few basic rules
most sailors with at least some heavy air
experience can get through a high wind
situation without problems. Rule number
one is to avoid squalls like the one
described above if at all possible. This
suggestion may sound a bit trite but it is a
fact that the majority of these situations can
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be avoided. Our weather forecasts in the
U.S. and southern Canada will ordinarily
give us enough warning to avoid squalls if
only we listen to them.

Rule number two is to always be pre-
pared for high wind sailing whenever you
expose yourself to the chance for it. Sailing
off shore to an island for a picnic on a
summer day when possible thunder
storms are forecast means you are expos-
ing yourself. Being prepared is to be
satisfied that the boat is checked out and
in good condition to withstand the loads of
heavy weather and it means that you and
your crew are checked out and in good
condition to withstand it also. It means
having the appropriate clothing and at
least a crew in a trapeze harness. Even the
smallest hint of impending high wind con-
ditions means that life jackets and extra
clothing are put on. You may not have a
chance to get ready if you wait.

A few things to remember about heavy
weather sailing are that the wind up to 35
knots will always feel and seem like it is
blowing harder than it is. After about 40
knots, the wind will not seem or feel like it is
blowing as hard as it is. It all feels about the
same. The effect of high wind on you will
not be linear. The difference in the way a
Hobie 16 reacts to a velocity of 20 knots of
wind and 30 knots of wind is substantial.
The difference in the way the boat reacts in
winds of 40 knots and in gusts of 50 knots,
however is negligible. This difference in
sailing characteristics is easy to explain.

When you are sailing in 20 knots of wind,
an experienced skipper and crew can
push their boat and do just about anything
they want with it. At 30 knots even the most
experienced sailors are making substantial
adjustments to maintain control. These
adjustments include travelling out on both
main and jib and weight balance to keep
the boat as flat as possible in the water.
After 30 knots of wind, everyone begins to
fall into line for “survival sailing.” By “survival
sailing" we mean sailing to keep the boat
upright instead of sailing to a specific place
directly and efficiently. Even the most expe-

rienced Hobie racing crews get into the
survival sailing mode well before the wind
velocity hits 40 knots, and on a cat you can
no longer salil efficiently upwind or down-
wind at this point. The rule now becomes
“feathering” —travelling out and waiting for
the breeze to subside while making pro-
gress as close as possible to your intended
course while keeping the boat under con-
trol.

Feathering a cat is pretty simple to do
with a little practice. Feathering puts your
point of sail at about 45 degrees off the
wind. You will want your crew in a trapeze
seat because a 16, for example, will try to
go over while feathering (even if the sails
are substantially luffing in over 35 knots of
wind) unless the crew is in the trapeze.

Although most of the onus of doing a
good job of feathering is on the skipper,
crew coordination is very important. When
you feather a boat, the skipper and crew
both have their hands on the sheets at all
times. The mainsheet is never cleated and
the jibsheet is normally not cleated but may
be better off in a cleat if the crew cannot
hold the sheet clearly and control it at all
times. Timming is done only enough to
use the last 10 to 30 percent of the jib and
a very little bit of the main at the leach and
near the bottom of the salil. The jib and
main have enough twist off so that the
upper portions of the sails are not being
used to overpower the boat. The skipper
must concentrate on keeping the boat at
about 45 degrees off the wind and keep-
ing just enough tension on the mainsheet
to control forward momentum while the
crew makes absolutely sure the leach of
the jib is pulling slightly while balancing the
boat. Balancing is critical because it is very
easy for a cat to get blown over backward
if the tramp traps enough wind under it to
lift the hulls.

If you must tack, weight goes well for-
ward with both skipper and crew moving
ahead while the jib pushes the boat
around and the main luffs until you are
about 40 degrees off the wind on the new
tack. You will not be able to tack without

going into irons and it is extremely easy to
capsize in a high wind tack unless skipper
and crew work closely together. You
should practice this with your crew in more
moderate conditions if at all possible. Even
if you do capsize, do not worry. One of the
safest, easiest places to ride out a squall is
on the hull of a capsized cat. If you go over
in a high-wind situation, keep your cool
and wait it out. Trying to right a catamaran
during high wind gusts just invites multiple
capsizes. The heavy gusts that are com-
mon in a summer squall are not going to
last very long and there is no point in trying
to right your boat in the middle of a squall
that will be over in five to ten minutes. The
capsized boat will drift very quickly during
a storm, so stay with the boat and ride it
out. Do not swim away from the boat or
you may find it drifting at a rate consider-
ably faster than you can swim. Always
keep in mind that these storms are very
short in duration and the waning side of a
squall will have much much less wind in it
than the leading edge of it.

Sailing in high winds is never going to
be comfortable or, in extreme conditions, a
lot of fun, but you can minimize any dam-
age or problems by remaining calm and
learning how to feather through the gusts.
If you are in a storm with lightning, do
everything possible to get off the water
before the storm approaches. Above all,
don't be intimidated in high winds. A Hobie
can and will sail through the extremes quite
well if properly handled and you can
always count on a squall to subside just as
quickly as it came up. If you capsize,
remain with the boat and don't try to right it
in the high winds of a storm unless it is
absolutely necessary. The wind will only
last a short time and you will conserve
your energy and take fewer chances of
getting bumped or bruised by just waiting
out the puffs. You can't always avoid
squalls and storms but paying attention to
weather forecasts will eliminate most
exposure to them. For long days on the
water, be prepared. Mother Nature doesn't
always telegraph her punches. -
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BACKSTAGE WITH
HOBIE CAT MANAGER

MEL WILLS

Hobie Cat
Product Manager
Mel Wills

Editor's Note: As Hobie Cat's product
manager in charge of Hobie catamarans,
Mel Wills makes many decisions which
directly affect Hobie sailors. HOTLINE
wanted to know more about him, his job,
and his views on a variety of items of
interest to Hobie owners

The recently married Wills has been an
inveterate sailor since the age of 10. He is
now 29 years old.
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HL: How long have you been sailing?

MW: | started sailing when | was ten. We
had a small power boat and a dinghy. The
dinghy was my boat, so | learned how to
sail that.

HL: So you were self-taught?

MW: Well, yes, but soon after that | got
involved in a junior sailing program at
Coronado Yacht Club and | immediately
signed up for the racing class. When they
asked if everybody knew how to start,
nobody raised their hand to say no, so
neither did |.

HL: What was your first racing
experience?

MW: Sabots. | raced those for aimost
eight years and in between | raced Lazers
and Snipes and | raced with Robbie
Haines [The 1984 Olympic Soling Gold
medal winner] on a Soling for two or three
years with Eddie Trevellyn [Haines' crew
with Rod Davis in the 1984 Olympics]. In
the meantime, my dad got involved in
sailing and we went through about seven
or eight sailboats, the last one being an

Ericson 46 which we campaigned quite a
bit.

HL: What kind of racing did you do?

MW: We did a lot of buoy racing, a lot of
small boat racing and a lot of big boat
long-distance racing.

HL: What did you do before you started
working for Hobie Cat?

MW: When | was 15 | started teaching
sailing lessons at Glorietta Bay Marina
across from the Coronado Yacht Club.
Then | worked for a boat dealer in San
Diego, Jack Dorsee Yachts, teaching
lessons there. Then | ran a sailing school in
Lake Tahoe for awhile. All this in between
surfing, working construction, working in
restaurants, skiing.

HL: How did you end up at Hobie Cat?

MW: | came with Robbie Haines. When
the Hobie 33 project started, Robbie
needed an assistant and we had been
sailing together for years, so he called me
and | came on a part-time basis. That
lasted two days and it has been full time
ever since. They needed help in shipping
the boats, making sure all of the parts were
there, keeping an eye on just about every-
thing related to the 33. | basically worked
as Robbie's eye.

HL: Then you ended up in the warranty
department.

MW: Yes. | started in the warranty
department and handled some of the
monohull stuff, teaching the other guys in
the department about the 33. Then | took
over all the monohull warranty. After that |
was moved up to product manager of the
monohulls for about a year. Now the per-
sonnel have been shifted within the
company and I'm doing the catamarans.

HL: How do you feel being called over to
the catamarans after working with mono-
hulls for so long?

MW: There's a few new things, but it's
basically the same.

HL: So you don't have to have had a lot
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of cat sailing experience?

MW: Well | do have a lot of hours sailing
Hobies. | had a friend in San Diego named
Steve Lindsey who had one of the first
Hobie 14s in San Diego. He was really
involved in the whole Hobie thing and |
had free use of his boat when | was a kid.
So, I've sailed 14s and 16s for fun as a kid,
but it was always for the high speed fun.
My racing was always in the monohulls.
Still, | grew up around Hobie Cats.

HL: What exactly are your respon-
sibilities in your new job as catamaran
product manager?

MW: As product manager for the cats 'm
responsible for market analysis, keeping
an eye on the competition, forecasting,
giving the design department some direc-
tion to goin as far as | see the openings in
the market. | also serve on the warranty,
marketing and product development
committees.

HL: Was the 17 a product of this
research?

MW: Well, when | came in the design
parameters for the 17 were set, so | didn't
have much input there. But we've got some
surprises for the future.

HL: That sounds interesting. Can you tell
us about any possible developments?

MW: No. I'm sorry, but we have to keep a
tight lid on our R and D.

HL: What can you say about future
developments?

MW: The Hobie design department is
always looking at new designs. We're
always experimenting with new products,
we're always looking. We feel very strongly
that new products are a key to the com-
pany’s continuing growth and success.

HL: Well, how about any new develop-
ments in technology that might influence
new boat designs?

MW: The Hobie 17 is one of the first
mass produced catamarans that feature a
standard Mylar sail. Mylar isn't that new, but
as far as making Mylar standard on a mass
produced cat, we're one of the first. | see
the use of Mylar growing with our future
products.

HL: What about the actual building mate-
rials of the boat? Any changes?

MW: We're always looking at new tech-
nology, but we are state of the art now. We
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plan to continue to lead the industry. An
example of that is the Comptip™ mast
which uses epoxy and composite
fiberglass. That's a little mysterious to a lot
of people.

HL: Can you give us a general idea of
what you see Hobie doing with cata-
marans over the next five to ten years?

MW: Leading the industry. Trying to fill
the needs of the sailor and keeping the
sailor stoked.

HL: Is more emphasis going to be put on
the recreational sailor or the racing sailor?

MW: | think we're looking at both. Since
I'm involved with racing and recreational
sailing, | try to keep the same emphasis on
both areas.

HL: Hobie Cat now has the 14, 14 turbo,
16, 17, 18, and 18 Magnum. That's two
single handers and two crewed boats. Are
there any other slots to be filled? Is there
room for another catamaran?

MW: There is room for it. All | can tell you
is that if you were to guess a new boat to
be smaller than a 14 or larger than an 18,
youd probably be right. [laughs]

HL: So the company does feel there's
room in the market for another cat?

MW: | can tell you that we're counting on
that but that things do change over time.

HL: Well, how about the older designs?
HOTLINE occasionally gets letters from 14
owners and some 16 owners who are
worried that their boats will be forgotten.
Both those designs are fairly old now. Are
they still tenable in the market place?

MW: The Hobie 14 is approaching its
20th birthday. | think the 16 probably is at
the top. The Hobie 17 is just starting its
upward curve. The 18 is a little further
along. The Hobie 16 is by far the most
popular and the largest seller and it'll stay
that way quite awhile. It'll take the 17 awhile
to catch up with it.

HL: Do you think it ever will catch the
167

MW: We sure hope so. If response is any
indicator the answer is yes.

HL: Do you think the 14 class will ever
die?

MW: No | don' think it will ever die. | think
that the growth will slow. | mean, look at the
number of used boats out there and how
long they last. We build a good product
with a lot of years of life.

HL: Is Hobie Cat going to support the
14?

MW: Oh, sure. Although the turnout at
some of the regattas is not as overwhelm-
ing as wed like to see, with the help of the
existing, avid 14 sailors, we're making
every possible effort to keep the class
growing. The 14 is the price leader and a
good way to get into sailing.

HL: What are some of the most often
heard warranty problems you face?

MW: There's a lot of small things, but
although | worry about them, they're easily
fixed. The things | really watch out for are
possible failures in vendor materials which,
for example, could result in mast break-
ages. This means | keep an eye on reports
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of mast failures. And, of course, we
changed the construction of the boats a
few years ago by using a new glue seam
process which makes the boats stronger
and also a little lighter although | havent
had any problems, keeping an eye on
changes as well as possible problems
prevents warranty from getting out of
control.

HL: That glue seam caused a lot of
controversy among people who had older
boats.

MW: Yes it did.

HL: What do you say to those people?

MW: The way | respond is that weight is
aconcern when racing but what is even
more important is ability, tactics, prepara-
tion, psychological advantage and luck.
One windshift on the right side of the
course will far outweigh ten pounds of boat
weight difference. A lot of people tend to
psych themselves out by worrying about
things as minimal as boat weight when
they should be concentrating on the race
course, the wind conditions, on the start,
and sailing fast. But to get back to war-
ranty, when we first came up with the new
glue seam, we had a problem with keel
wear because the new seam did not allow
resin to pool in the keel of the boat. So, we
added an additional layup of glass on the
boats which added a couple of ounces
and brought the weight back up a little.
Still, the new boats are lighter, but the
difference in weight can be made up ten
fold from other areas.

HL: How do you handle the complaints
you get?

MW: First, all my calls come through the
dealer. He's the sailor’s best friend and he's
there to service the customer. A lot of times
the dealer can handle the problem on the
spot. Other times helll have to have our
approval and helll have to work with us. |
know that's time consuming for the sailor.
He just wants to go sailing, not to have a
boat just sitting idle. A lot of times the
dealer is more experienced than anybody,
including myself. Dealers are the hands-on
guys. They deal with these things on a
daily basis. We try to be honest and fair to
everybody.

HL: When a dealer calls and says, for
example, ‘| have a problem with a mast
and | want it fixed under warranty,” it's your
decision to approve that or not?

MW: | ask him to explain the facts to me.
Using your example of a mast, typically, if a
mast is going to fail it's going to happen the
first or second time the boat is out sailing. If
there's a wall thickness that's not up to
spec, or there's soft metal, it will happen
very early. If | get a call from a dealer who
says this mast broke and it's the first time
the boat's been out, | say “Give the guy a
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mast.” If he's been sailing for a year with no
problems and he comes into a shop with a
broken mast, then [l question it. There are
a lot of reasons a mast can break which
have nothing to do with the mast's con-
struction. Improper tie-down, over sheeting
with 8:1 blocks, sailing with it counterro-
tated, burying the mast in the mud during a
capsize and so on. They all have some
effect. A lot of these are things that people
experience and sometimes they would like
to believe that it was a defect in materials
and workmanship when actually it was a
problem that was induced by them.

So, those type of things are what |
question. Say a dealer calls and claims that
a pylon is loose. Well if he jumps on the
tramp and can see looseness, then well
replace it no problem. If the customer tells
the dealer that the boat “creaks,” or the
customer has a hunch but nothing can
really be seen, then | have to question it
because those are a little hard to swallow.

HL: What happens when you deny a
warranty claim?

MW: In most cases, if you explain things
to the customer and tell him why you
denied it, then the customer will under-
stand. Occasionally we see a letter from
them indicating their dissatisfaction with
us. | don't want to have dissatisfied sailors
out there. | want to have sailors out there
who are satisfied and having fun. We try
very hard to be as fair as we possibly can
and keep sailors happy.

HL: Are Hobie Cats fairly trouble free
overall?

MW: Oh yes. The amount of catamarans
out there? All around the world? Com-
pared to the phone calls | get? It's just
phenomenal. We've got so many happy
sailors out there sailing that it proves just
how well built the boats are and how
successful we've been. Our warranty is
less than one percent of our overall sales.
For any company to be able to make that
claim proves how great their product is.

HL: When you go into a meeting about
new products and new catamaran designs
what do you talk about?

MW: We talk about what hasn't worked
for other manufacturers, what we see out
in the marketplace, what companies are
going under and why. We try to look at
price for what the consumer is getting. Itis
not always true that a cheaper boat will sell
better, but a boat that the consumer
believes is priced fairly, that he's getting
everything he's paying for, isimportant.
Performance is important. Looks. The
Hobie image. We sell and produce fun for
people in water related sports. Whether it's
the cats, Holders or Alphas, it all involves
people enjoying the water.

HL: It's interesting that you should men-

tion the other products. Some Hobie
sailors are worried that with the introduc-
tion of new products and the Alpha line of
sailboards, the Hobie Cat sailor is going to
be forgotten. What would you say to such a
sailor?

MW: Well, | can promise that we will
never forget the Hobie sailor. We could not
forget who brought us to the dance. But for
any company to survive in this industry,
which is extremely competitive, one of the
keys to survival is new products. There is
such a strong crossover between the cats,
small monohulls and sailboards that it was
a perfect combination for our new prod-
ucts to be the Holders, Alphas and the
Waveski. But, Hobie Cats are still our main
product line.

HL: Do you sail catamarans any more?

MW: | sail the Hobie 17. | sailed in the
first Hobie 17 regatta at Newport Beach
although | got third out of four starters.

HL: How do you like the 177

MW: | think it's great. It's a lot of fun. I've
had a chance to sail the boat a lot in
different conditions: light air, heavy air and
even in some surf.

HL: How about the other cats?

MW: | sailed the 18 Magnum quite a bit
when it first came out. We got four firsts at
San Felipe [Midwinters West] that year. |
think that's probably the last time I've raced
cats seriously.

HL: If you had to pick a favorite cata-
maran what would it be?

MW: The 17 is keeping me real
occupied and I'm involved with it, but |
would prefer to race 16s because it's a lot
more competitive. The sailors and the
amount of boats make it the most com-
petitive fleet.

HL: What do you do when you're not at
work?

MW: | go sailing!

HL: Really?

MW: Yeah, | currently own a Hobie 33
although | haven't had a chance to race it
much lately. | race the cats, surf, sailboard
and, although | haven't had a chance to do
much lately, | snow ski when | can.

HL: So you spend your time on the
water.

MW: Yes. Water related sports, whether
frozen or wet.

HL: You've been the product manager
for Hobie Cats for about a year now. How
do you like it?

MW: It's great! The involvement with the
marketing has taught me a lot and being
involved with the design department has
been exciting. I've also had the opportunity
to be involved with the regatta department
and that's been a lot of fun. The bottom line
is that this is a great company to work for,
especially since | believe in the product. X
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HIT THE ROAD!

Editor's Note: Mike Shearer and his fam-

ily have become a fixture at Hobie Cat
events all over the west. Their journeys from
Salt Lake City, Utah have made them
known as the most intrepid family of trav-
ellers in Hobie racing. HOTLINE asked

Shearer to relate some of his family’s adven-

tures and to pass along a few tips for those
of you who may be considering travel to
out-of-state regattas this summer

hen the

HOTLINE asked me to write an article on
trailering and travelling to regattas, |
thought, Why not? Our family has certainly
logged enough miles over the past 14
years to qualify as experts. But when |
started jotting down notes about our trav-
els, | realized that | would not recommend
our methods to anyone. The travelling and
racing is great. It's just that our process of
getting to the races is somewhat flawed. |
decided that rather than write a “how to”
article, | really was more qualified to write a
“how not to” article, and perhaps the best
way to do that is to relate to you some of
my family's fondest memories of the road.

The first race | remember travelling to
was at Bear Lake, Utah. We had only had
our boat for a couple of months and had
barely mastered the art of rigging it, let
alone sailing or racing it. A couple of the
local fleet members invited us to a Labor
Day weekend race. So we packed up our
green army surplus tent, Coleman stove
and heater and our sailing gear (which at
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that time consisted of Levi's, long under-
wear, a Tshirt and life jacket) in our station
wagon and headed out on the open road.
The drive took us all of two and a half
hours. We set up camp, started up our
heater, and went right to bed so we would
be ready for the races the next day. (We
soon learned we were taking this way too
seriously.) The next morning we woke up to
six inches of new snow on the ground,
some of which was inside our tent, and a
thick fog over the lake. We searched for the
race committee to find out what time the
races were scheduled to start and found
out much to our dismay that they had been
canceled. We had driven two and a half
hours and braved the elements and had
nothing to show for it but a mild case of
frostbite.

That was many years and several hun-
dred thousand miles ago. Since that time
we have driven to races in California, New
Mexico, Colorado, Wyoming, Arizona,
Nebraska, and Mexico. We have dis-
covered that Utah is a long way from
everywhere. A California trip takes 12 to 14
hours. A Colorado trip takes seven to 10
hours. A New Mexico trip takes 13to 14
hours, and the coup de gras, San Felipe,
Mexico takes between 17 to 23 hours. Yet
almost every weekend of the summer we
are on the road travelling to regattas in one
of these states. After all those miles it
seems that a short trip is anything under
eight hours. In fact, just a few weeks ago,
we raced at Lake Mead in Las Vegas.
Since the drive was only eight hours long,
we took two cars.

We have travelled to races in station
wagons, sedans, jeeps, trucks and vans.
We have tried both gas and diesel
engines. The gas engine van has won out
as the vehicle of choice. We have had
several vans over the past few years, all
with one common element: a giant bed in
the back for sleeping on those long over-
night hauls. With each new van, the length
of the bed has been increased. We are still
searching for that perfect vehicle that com-
bines good mileage, enough power to pull
three boats and up to six people, comfort

By Mike Shearer

for up to six people, and enough extra
room for all the gear and toys that are
essential for a successful trip.

A typical weekend works as follows. We
rush home from work Friday night to pack
our clothes and sailing bags. We then
hurry and load the boats, two on the trailer
and one on the top of the van, then any
other toys we think we might need for the
weekend including sailboards, bikes, vol-
leyball and boche ball equipment. Last,
but not least, the cooler and food sacks,
(by far the most important items) are
loaded. Al of this is accomplished in about
an hour. Finally, four to eight bodies pile
into the van and we begin another wonder-
ful, and almost always eventful journey.

We drive straight through the night with
everyone taking a shift. Those that are not
driving attempt to sleep on the bed in the
back of the van, dreading the moment that
the van will pull over and their name will be
called for their shift. It's usually difficult to
sleep. The temperature is constantly
changing as we climb through snow cap-
ped peaks and descend into dry warm
valleys. Some trips take us through areas
where the temperature cools down to just
over 100 degrees in the middle of the
night. The road noise also plays it's role in
keeping us awake, especially the thump,
thump, thump of the roadside grooves that
signal a warning that the driver may not be
able to stay awake much longer. As dawn
breaks we pull into the regatta site, unload
the boats, and then search for a place to
get breakfast. We then head back to the
regatta site and rig the boats for the day’s
races.

Saturday night, after a full day of racing,
we do our best to enjoy the festivities.
However, most everyone is out for the
count by 10:30. Sunday morning we pack
up the van again in anticipation of leaving
as soon as possible after the last race.
Following the last race, we load the boats
and hit the road again as most people are
enjoying the raffle and trophy presentation.
We may never know what wonderful prizes
we could have won had we been there to
collect. Again, we drive straight through



the night arriving the next morning with just
enough time to shower before heading to
work.

Tuesday about ten o'clock in the evening
we “hit the wall.” The rest of the week is
spent trying to recuperate so that Friday
night we will be ready again. By mid-
August, we learn just what “burn-out” really
is. But every March, after a long winter, we
are ready and eager to start again.

Needless to say, with all this late-night
driving we have had our share of hairy
experiences. While driving home from
Lake McConahey, Nebraska | nodded off
on the sunrise shift. | awoke just in time to
guide the van and trailer between two road
markers and down an embankment into
the median strip. Fortunately, no damage
was done. | was wide awake after that but
for some reason nobody would let me
drive anymore. About two weeks later, my
parents took off for Bear Lake, Utah. About
1 a.m. they called to tell us they had been
run off the road by a jeep. Both trailer
wheels had flown off as they tried to bring
the van and trailer back onto the road. The
trailer was nearly totalled but, fortunately,
the van stayed upright (so nobody was
injured) and the boats were undamaged.

Our first trailer was blown over by high
winds more than once in our earlier travels.
There is nothing like the sound of Hobie
Cats flying a hull on the asphalt to wake
you out of a deep sleep. The problem was
corrected when the trailer was modified to
an eight-foot wheel base. While returning
home from a regatta in Todos Santos,
Mexico a van in front of us suddenly went
out of control just as we were speeding up
to pass it. Because of all the weight from
the boats, trailer and people, there was no
way we could stop. The van kept swerving
back and forth on the highway, each time
cutting off our lane. Finally, at the last
second the van pulled off to the side of the
road leaving just enough room for our van
to slip by. It turned out the cause of the
problem was an argument between a cou-
ple in the front seat which culminated in a
fight over the steering wheel.

We have also had our share of mechan-

This is how we usually travel; one boat on top of the van and two on the trailer.

ical problems. About one hundred miles
into a trip to Dana Point, California our van
decided to spew out black smoke and
slow to a maximum speed of 25 miles per
hour. It took us another four hours to get
back home. While returning from the Hobie
Cat 16 National Championship in Santa
Cruz, California, we broke a trailer axle just
outside of Reno, Nevada. We tied the axle
together with spare rope and limped into
Reno. It was a Sunday afternoon and there
were no welders on duty. With a little
resourcefulness, we managed to locate a
welder that agreed to fix the axle at his
home. Within a couple of hours we were
back on the road.

We have even had trouble on off-week-
ends when our boats just sat in the back
yard. One Saturday morning we awoke to
a thunderous crash only to find out that a
dump truck had lost its brakes and plowed
through the fence and into our back yard.
Fortunately for the driver, our Hobie Cats
were directly in his path. They slowed the
truck down considerably. The rest of that
week was spent picking up pieces of
fiberglass and metal out of the lawn and
trees.

The common element to most of these
disasters has been that the trailer has been
rebuilt. Every time the trailer is damaged or
partially destroyed, we rebuild it and add

reinforcement steel. | think by now our
trailer is made up of 95 percent reinforce-
ment steel and 5 percent trailer.

We have learned a lot about how to stay
awake at night while driving. | have tried all
the tricks: listening to loud music, overdos-
ing on coffee and soft drinks, rolling down
the window and putting a head, arm or
foot outside in the cold wind, singing along
with loud music, even stopping the car and
taking a couple laps around it. In fact,
depending on the shift 'm driving, | may
try all of these within an hour's time. One of
my favorite methods of staying awake is to
snack on cookies or chips. The only prob-
lem with this is that | find myself hoping for
strong wind at each regatta to compensate
for the extra pounds.

There is one method of staying awake
that is far more effective than all of the
above combined. Itis best performed on a
long, straight highway during a very late
driving shift. You simply bump your head
on the steering wheel after nodding off. |
am usually good for another hour after a
good bump on the wheel. However, |
would recommend you avoid this method
if at all possible. It makes much more
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This trailer was rebuilt! This happened
when a dump truck lost its brakes and
drove through our backyard.

sense to divide the driving into short shifts
so that nobody is pushed to their limit.

After all these trips, there are some tips |
can pass on to novice travellers or those
who are thinking about venturing out this
season for their first regatta. The first thing
you need to do is decide what you want to
take with you. We have seen a lot of
different types of modified trailers at the
various regattas we have attended. Some
pull two or three different models of Hobie
Cat. Some pull power boats and Hobie
Cats. Even the trailers set up for two of the
same model of Hobie Cat come in various
shapes and sizes. All you really need is an
idea of what you want to carry, a little
imagination, and a good welder. [For more
on trailering and modifying trailers, see
“Getting There" in the July/August '85
issue.]

If you have only one Hobie but would
like to share the driving with someone else,
find someone in your fleet that is interested
in travelling, preferably someone with a
background in auto-mechanics. Go ahead
and have your trailer converted to carry a
couple of boats. Invest in a quality conver-
sion job. Dont try to carry the second boat
on two-by-fours strapped across the bot-
tom boat. This puts undue stress on the
pylons and corner castings of the bottom
boat. Just the money you save by sharing
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gas will pay for the conversion in no time.
There are several other items that are
worth investing in as well. The first thing
you need is a good set of tie-downs for the
boats. Find a set-up that is quick and easy.
The second thing you should consider is a
cat box. These are boxes that sit under the
boat and carry sails and gear. There are
several on the market and some people
simply build their own. The cat box is not
only great for travelling, but it is a great
place to store and lock up your sails and
gear overnight at a regatta. The third thing
to consider is a set of cat wheels. Again,
you can choose from several on the mar-
ket or you can build your own. A set of
these wheels will save the bottoms of your
hulls, not to mention your back. Finally, the
last thing you should absolutely invest in is
a couple of spare tires for the trailer. An
extra wheel is also not a bad idea. Several
times we have had to leave our boats on
the side of the road while we searched a
nearby town for a replacement wheel.
Before each trip there are several things
you should do. First, check the trailer
lights. We have learned a lot about trailer
lights in our travels. Mainly, we've learned
that they never work. It seems like every
year we go through the same old ritual of
rewiring the trailer lights at the start of the
season, only to have to fix them every
other trip. The funny thing is, we never
really end up fixing them. We simply dis-
connect them, play around with different
combinations of wires for awhile, and then
reconnect them the same as they were
when they stopped working. Yet for some
reason they once again work fine for the
next couple of trips. You should also check

the tire pressure on the trailer tires. At the
same time, check the hubs for grease. Tie
ared flag off the end of the mast or, even
better, wire an extra light off the back of the
trailer and attach it to the mast with a C-
clamp.

Whenever you travel to a regatta site,
make it a habit to check the area for power
lines. This applies not only to new areas,
but areas that you travel to regularly. Never
get so comfortable with an area that you
take this for granted. A simple thing like a
change in water level can make a familiar
area become very dangerous. A good
friend of ours was killed by power lines
while raising his mast on a trailered boat at
a lake that he sailed aimost every week-
end. The culprit was an unusually high
water level. We have also seen boats melt,
trailers damaged and people nearly killed
while trailering their boats from the ramp to
parking lots with the mast up. The danger
is even greater when sailing in an area for
the first time.

Finally, drive carefully. It is better to arrive
late than not at all. | joke about our misriaps
now but at the time they were very scary. If
you do find yourself in a dangerous situa-
tion, don't panic. It's better to try to drive a
car into a median strip with control than to
try to correct at the last minute.

| have enjoyed all the travelling we have
done and recommend that everyone try
travelling to at least one regatta out of their
home area. It's a great experience. You will
meet new people who share Hobie racing
as acommon interest. In no time at all you
may find you have friends all over the
country. We see some of our closest
friends only two or three times a summer,
yet we will always remain very good
friends. It's also a great way to bring the
family together. Everyone in our family is off
doing their own thing all week long, but
every weekend we get together again to
travel to another race. We have all become
great friends through sailing. You can also
learn a lot by sailing in new areas with new
people. Hobie racers love to share ideas.
Finally, it's a great way to spend a week-
end. There is no better way to relax and
unwind from a hectic work week than
sailing with a group of friends for a

weekend. - a
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MIDWINTERS

n [he
Southern Sun

EAST

What is the South noted for? Its good old
fashioned “Southern Fried Fun,” of course.
The 15th edition of the Midwinters East
returned to Tampa, Florida this past April 12
and 13 to give Hobie sailors a sample of
some of that recipe. Also returning were
the fine folks from Subaru who have
helped local Hobie Fleet 42 have outstand-
ing regattas these past five years. In
addition, Coca-Cola, Foster’s Lager and
Tampa Sailcraft all helped to make this a
truly outstanding event for the participants
who journeyed from California, Alaska,
New-York and all points in between for
some great sailing on the waters of Tampa
Bay.

Friday was a day of organization and a
media/sponsors race that found the local
NBC evening anchorman winning the
event and then touting himself, Hobies and
the event on the local news that evening.
Friday also brought stiff breezes that
allowed the early arrivals to stretch mus-
cles that had not been used over the winter
months.

Carlton Tucker, the current Hobie 18
National Champion arrived to test out his
new Hobie 17. After some spectacular
sailing around Tampa Bay and stretching
the Hobie 17 to its limit, Tucker blasted onto
the beach, rounded up into the wind,
stepped off his Hobie to the waves of some
onlookers and promptly watched his 17 sail
off the beach all by its lonesome. Tucker
and others corralled the anxious 17 after it

BY BOB JOHNSON



Midwinters East
nlwuxs draws a big
crowd thanks par-

tially to help from
Subaru. Of course,
some have more fun
off the water thanon
it (opposite).
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sailed down the beach.

A complete sampling of all Hobie Cat
products made up this unique regatta.
Last year was the first time that the Holders
were invited to join the Hobie Cats and this
year, Fleet 42 also invited the Alpha sail-
boards; 13 Alpha sailors from across the
State of Florida joined in the festivities.
Hobie Cat's power boats were also repre-
sented as two Hobie Skiffs served as
chase boats on the courses.

Saturday morning dawned bright and
sunny but windless. However, the local
running club sponsored a five and 10
kilometer run from the launching area so
the Hobieites had something to watch as
they set up their boats on the Davis Island
Yacht Club beach. The bright red and
white striped registration tent served as the
base for all the activities of the weekend
plus it provided a place to display some of
the exciting Subaru products.

Running the competitor's meeting from
the back of a Subaru pickup truck showed
the versatility of this vehicle. Last year's
regatta chairman, Bob Johnson, started off
the meeting with a moment of silence for
Florida Hobie sailors who had passed
away. The group bowed their heads for
locals Ben Miller, Spencer Manrodt, Ron
Anthony, Bill Snyder and one of the first
Hobie Dealers and founder of local Hobie
Fleet 5, Charlie Hayward. After this, some
returning winners were introduced. The
only four time winner of the Midwinters
East, Jim McCann was on hand to try for a
fifth win. Also introduced were three time
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Life at Midwinters
East gaveone a
chance to see how
z'll:;rsl from various

plines prepare
forarace. Scilc:crd
sails were tuned,
(opposite, bottom),
Hobie hardware was
checked (right), and
crowded start lines
made strategy
essential (opposite,
top).

winner Miles Wood and two time winners,
Carlton Tucker and Phil Sanchez. After a
short explanation of the events for the
weekend, Johnson sent the competitors
out to the water on a building
southwesterly.

With no breakdown of the committee
boat this year due to the return of last
year's substitute committee boat, a Luger
26 owned by Mike Braswell and Tio Fer-
rera, the event got off to a rousing on-time
start. Single trapeze weather greeted the
racers but they quickly found themselves
confronted with oscillating winds as they
tried to master the bay. The center of the
course seemed to be the way to go in the
first race.

The wind shifted to the west for the
second race and race committee chair-
man Walter Thompson quickly shifted the
marks. Smiles came to the faces as the
winds built to double trapeze. The race
started, but the wind oscillated through a
30 degree arc much to the dismay of the
race committee. With the racers zipping
around the race course, the wind at A
mark suddenly died. The boats would be
screaming along, double trapezed and
suddenly a dead air zone caused skippers
and crews to get a dunking in Tampa Bay
as boats went from double trapezed to no
air. A mark resembled a gigantic freeway
at rush hour with the entire group of racers
stuck in the traffic jam. Breezes teased the
racers for the next half-hour, a gust then
nothing, a cat’s paw then nothing, a puff
then nothing. Finally, the wind filled in from

the southwest with vigor. The boats blasted
around the course again and since the
wind had shifted and intensified, the race
committee had looks of despair as the
entire horde of boats descended upon the
finish line in one fell swoop.

Finishing numbers filled the air and pen-
cils flew over score sheets in a memorable
effort to correctly score all of the finishers.
As Doug Campbell, president of Hobie
Cat, approached the committee boat on
Chuck Hollweg's chase boat just prior to
the finish of the second race, he saw the
mass of boats approaching and exclaimed
to Chuck, “Let's get out of here!" Race
three produced more cooperative winds
allowing for a test of sailing skills. As the
sailors hit the beach after the last race,
Foster's Lager, Minute Maid soda and cold
Coke cooled the throats of the parched
sailors.

Later, as boats were broken down for the
evening, the sailors’ thoughts turned to
food and the many fine restaurants that
awaited the hungry sailors in downtown
Tampa, “America’s next great city.” Later in
the evening, the stuffed sailors returned to
the host hotel, The Ashley Plaza, for some
Hobie partying, dancing and limbo. Many
were quite willing to watch as some of the
younger sailors attempted to slide under
the limbo bar. Disc jockey Pat George
made the participants stretch (or should |
say squeeze) before finally arriving at the
last one standing. The sailors drank and
danced their way through Saturday night.

Sunday dawned bright and clear with
the promised breeze not materializing.
Thompson postponed the racing for an
hour hoping that the wind would begin to
fillin. Competitors were able to spend
some time looking over the newest kid on

the beach, the Hobie 17. With 14 of the
newest kids in Hobiedom on the beach,
the consensus seemed to be that the boat
was a success. Tucker, Wood and McCann
answered many questions about this new
flyer.

Shortly after 11 a.m., the racing began in
light, fluky air. The breeze slowly built in
intensity, but again it would not settle on
one specific direction much to the conster-
nation of the race committee.

Competition was intense on the race
course. The battle lines were drawn in the
hot, new 17 class between four-time Mid-
winters East Champ, McCann, three time
winner, Wood, and two time winner, Tucker.
At the conclusion of Saturday’s racing,
Wood, with two firsts and a second
seemed to be on his way to a fourth title.
But, as Don Meredith of “Monday Night
Football’ fame has been known to say, “It
aint over 'l the fat lady sings.” Tucker
roared back on Sunday with two firsts to
capture the first-ever Hobie 17 Midwinters
East Championship.

In the 18A class, 1984 Turbo National
Champion, Woodie Cope borrowed Race
Director Thompson's boat and his wife for
crew and proceeded to win the class. Jeff
Linton of Tampa had a clear shot at the win
but an over early in a race where he
finished first forced him to settle for fourth
place overall.

Two Californians, Ross Tyler and Steve
Leo dominated the 16A class. Both jour-
neyed to Florida to sample some “Southern
Fried Fun." Tyler borrowed local sailor Den-
nis Piermarini's boat and even asked
Dennis to crew for him. After the trophy
presentation on Sunday, Dennis moaned
something about, “| guess | can't blame it
on the boat anymore.” U.S. National
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Women's Champion, Kelly J. OBrien
finished third in the strong 39 boat 16A
fleet.

Local favorite Alex Kirby dominated the
14 class with four bullets to claim his first
Midwinters East title. In addition, trans-
planted Hobie sailors were also tearing up
the Alpha board class. Former 18 racer,
John Duke, won the 230 heavyweight divi-
sion while former 14 racer Burrel Frazier
dominated the 200 heavyweight division.

Dave Lengel and his lovely bride Mar-
garet commanded B course. Chuck
DiPrimio had so much fun while providing
his beautiful new 33 foot Benitou for the
RC boat, that he really got into the Hobie
scene by blowing the air horn as each
finisher crossed the line. Sailors were won-
dering just who won those races. Dave
had one close call when the start flag
“jumped"” from its “secured” location and
fell into the bay. Now, what are the choices
here? Use someone's red underwear as a
starting flag? Hold up the races while
going to the Yacht Club for a new flag? Use
another flag and pretend that it is red?
Have a committee member jump into the
water to retrieve the wayward flag? You
guessed it. Leaping into the water without
hesitation, still clutching pencil and clip-
board, grabbing hat and sunglasses while
proudly clutching the wayward flag, the
brave soul averted a near calamity.

Thanks must also go to Chuck Hollweg
for handling the C course. This was the
course for Alpha boards, Hobie 33s, Hold-
ers and, for the first day, the Hobie 14 Bs. It
seems that when you set up a course for
these types of boats, each cannot sail the
same course. The Hobie 14s would zip
around the course and sit and wait for the
Alphas to finish. Chuck was able to resolve
the problem on Sunday by moving the
Hobies back to B course and sending the
Hobie 33s off on a long distance race. Oh
well, so much for planning. You never
know about these things until you try them.
Chuck handled the situation beautifully
and all of the board sailors enjoyed them-
selves, but | think Chuck is still waiting for
the Hobie 33s to return. It seems he sailed
them to the Yucatan Peninsula. Thanks for
all your help, Chuck.

Thanks also to Walter Thompson and to
all of the members of Fleet 42 for their
outstanding efforts in pulling off this fine
regatta. The City of Tampa, Davis Island
Yacht Club, Subaru, Coca-Cola, and Fos-
ter's Lager all combined to make the 15th
annual Midwinters East a true sampling of
good old fashioned “Southern Fried Fun”
“Y'all come back. Ya hear!” K

Editor’'s Note: Complete results for Mid-
winters East can be found in the Race
section.



This just makes out the Morning Sky.
—Emily Dickinson, No. 204
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Aussies Wi Siomy

Hogs BBreath Moo

The rising sun was casting long, pale
shadows on the beach at St. George
Island, Florida as the Hobie 16 known as
Australia White came onto the beach
where Keith Glover stood knee deep in
water waiting to grab the bridle. Brett Dry-
land and Gary Metcalf tumbled off the boat
and helped Glover haul it across a line
scratched in the sand between two red
flags. A bag of food and charts was thrown
on and in 13 seconds the three crewmen
had pushed it back into the surf where
Dryland and Glover scrambled aboard
and headed out for the next 75-mile leg.
Metcalf waded back to his waiting ground
crew, tired but with a huge smile on his
face.

With 575 miles down and 125to goin
the first annual Hog's Breath 1000 Interna-
tional Challenge, Metcalf was feeling very
confident of victory.

“We just fanged (Hobie Alter) Junior
during the night,” grinned the tall, slender
Aussie, who is the current Hobie 16 and
Hobie 18 world champion. He walked up to
Australian Team manager Peter Johnson
and said, “It was fantastic. We had all the
boat speed we needed. We just went right
on by them last night and left them some-
where. We never saw them again”

“Sorry to disillusion you, mate,” said
Johnson with a blank expression. “But
youd have seen him here if youd arrived a
bit earlier. Junior left here 24 minutes ago.
If you look away out there to the west, you
can see him just going over the horizon."

For a few seconds, Metcalf stared in
disbelief. He shook his head as he walked
toward the motor home where he would try
to catch a few hours sleep while the
ground crew rumbled on to wait at the next
checkpoint at Panama City, Florida, only
50 miles from the end of this 700-mile race.

In all, twelve teams from six nations
showed up at Key Biscayne, Florida, just
south of Miami, for the May 17 start of the
event that carried them halfway down the
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Florida Keys then up the west coast of this
big state to a finish line 1,150 kilometers
away at the Panhandle resort town of Fort
Walton Beach.

The 36 sailors in the fleet boasted an
almost embarrassingly high level of talent.
They held eight world Hobie titles and 48
national championships. Seventeen of
them had competed in the Worrell 1000,
some as many as four times, and eight of
them had been on teams that won, some
of them twice.

Before they finished, those talents would
be tested to the limit. The navigational
requirements for the race would prove to

PHOTOGRAPHY BY DON ALGIE
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be more demanding than anything they
had faced before; they would sail through
a 60-knot storm that would break nine
masts and send some of the boats on a
brief visit to a nuclear power plant; they
would weather the first serious controversy
over how to score a leg that most of the
fleet had failed to finish and they would set
a pace that future Hog's Breath teams will
find hard to match.

Even before they finished, they would all
make plans to return for the second install-
ment of what is arguably the toughest,
zaniest, and most competitive small boat
race in the world.

Fort Walton Beach was the finish
because that's where race sponsor, Jerry
Dorminy, operates the Hog's Breath
Saloon, a hugely popular, raucous night
spot that for years has also sponsored the
annual Hog's Breath regatta, a Hobie class
event that draws upwards of 350 boats.

The Hog's Breath 1000 came into being
after Dorminy watched part of the Worrell
1000 a year ago. Promoter Mike Worrell
had changed his race from a Hobie 16
one-design event to an open race for any
catamaran under 20 feet in length and less
than eight feet in beam. Worrell had also
abandoned the old round-the-clock format
for a series of long day races that saw his
fleet stop at different beachfront hotels
every night on the thousand mile route
between Fort Lauderdale, Florida and Vir-
gina Beach, Virginia.

Dorminy went to Don Algie, an Aus-
tralian from Jindabyne, New South Wales,
who had managed the Aussie teams that
had entered four Worrells and won two of
them. Algie moved to Fort Walton Beach
for six months and began the enormously
complex task of organizing the logistics.
Jim Tucker, a Fort Walton Beach boat
dealer, provided 18 Hobie 16s, 12 race
boats and six spares for repair parts (Each
ground crew was given half a boat to carry
with them.).



Algie put together a team to handle race
administration and checkpoints. They
were mostly Aussies, a circumstance
which immediately earned them the nick-
name ‘Jindabyne Mafia." Two teams of
checkpoint officials worked the race with
one team leapfrogging the other in order to
stay one checkpoint ahead of the boats at
all times.

Hobie Cat made 12 identical jibs, each
emblazoned with the name of the major
sponsor, Coor's Beer. Each team had a
mainsail plastered with the logos of individ-
ual sponsors.

The checkpoints and leg lengths were:
Switlick Beach at Marathon in the Florida
Keys, 99 miles; the Ramada Inn at Marco
Island, about 20 miles south of Naples, 92
miles; the public beach at Boca Grande,
68 miles; the Sandbar Restaurant at Anna
Maria Island, (which forms the southern
point on Tampa Bay) 63 miles; the Cedar
Cove Motel at Cedar Key, 103 miles; the
public beach at Shell Point (50 miles south
of Tallahassee), 94 miles; St. George
Island, 50 miles; the Breakers Restaurant at
Panama City, 75 miles; and the Islander
Hotel at Fort Walton Beach, 50 miles.

The five U.S. teams were: Sandestin
Resort-Florida with Carlton Tucker, Enrique
Figueroa and Tony Lewis; Virginia with
Jack Eure, Tom Reed and Bob Taylor;

Texas with Hobie Alter Jr., Rick Eddington
and Chuck Miller; Belk-California with Jeff
Alter, Pat Porter and Alan Egusa; and Night
Town-Hawaii with Dean Froome, Rick Ben-
net and Dave Duke.

The Aussies sent a very strong con-
tingent of teams, two of them sponsored
by Foster's Lager. Australia-Foster’s carried
Rod Waterhouse, lan Bashford and
Graham “Curly” Curlette. Aboard Foster’s
Lager-Australia were Dryland, Metcalf and
Glover. Sofrana Unilines-Australia was
crewed by brothers Phil and Anthony
Duchatel and Tony Kenny.

Belgium was represented by Team E.F.
Hutton and carried Michel Peters, Paul
Fischer and Fred Debraey.

Daniel Pradel, Eric Bussey and Tony
Laurent manned Team Oyster Shanty-
France.

Jan Lange, Sidney van Zon and Peter
Spijker represented Victor's Sherrod's-
Holland.

Germany’s team Jamaica Joes was
crewed by Andreas Martens, Thursten
Wychisk and Bernd Ascmutat. This was
the only team without a world or nationally-
ranked sailor.

The youngest sailors in the race were
Metcalf and Figueroa, both 21. The oldest
were Eure, 43, and Glover, 40.

Eure, a veteran of three Worrell 1000

races, is a tall, slender Virginia Beach
lawyer who speaks with a courtly Tide-
water drawl. He said he simply liked the
challenge of an event that is so adven-
turous and wildly different from his quiet life
at home. He chose the Hog's Breath over
the Worrell this year because the non-stop
format is so physically demanding.

His wife, Mary Anne, said that Eure had
intended to do the Worrell 1000 “until he
finished fifth or better. But every year the
competition gets tougher. | reminded him
of that again this year, but it just went in one
ear and out the other”

The race began on the beach behind
the Sheraton Royal Biscayne Hotel on Key
Biscayne in 14-16 knot easterlies that sent
the fleet zipping away over the Atlantic at a
nice pace to the first checkpoint 99 miles to
the southwest. Waterhouse and Bashford
brought Australia-Foster’s onto the beach
at Marathon seven hours, 24 minutes and
43 seconds later, running the distance at
an average speed of 13.2 miles per hour.

The Aussies spent more than a minute
on the beach at this first checkpoint, and
when Team Belk-California landed in sec-
ond place seven minutes later it made up
some of that time by doing its turnaround
in 11 seconds. France was a surprising
third at this point, with Sandestin-Florida
fourth and Foster's Lager-Australia fifth.
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Team Texas was sixth 13 minutes behind
the first Aussie boat, and it was these top
six boats that would provide the only real
competition for the top spots the rest of the
way. The Sandestin crew also drew a 10-
minute penalty when a ground crew mem-
ber stepped across the checkpoint line
while helping get the boat back to sea
(only sailing crew can touch the boat on
the seaward side of the line.)

It was another fast, deep reach to Marco
Island, the first night leg and one on which
experience in previous long-haul cat races
came in very handy. Crews which had
experience in the Worrell simply stayed as
close as possible to the rhumb line, confi-
dent in their ability to cross 90 miles of
open water (as far as 25 miles offshore) in
the dark and hit a tiny section of beach
marked by a couple of floodlights and
some small strobes.

The less experienced crews tended to
hug the landward side of the rhumb and
sail in and out of bays, making eyeball
checks on every light they saw for fear
they might sail past the checkpoint. That
fear cost Foster's Lager dearly on the next
leg to Boca Grande when Metcalf and
Glover got a case of what race organizer
Algie calls “The Worrells” and began to
worry they had sailed past the checkpoint,
even though they had been underway
only three hours.

After pitchpoling the boat while barreling
along at about 16 knots in the dark, they
decided to land at about 3 a.m. and try to
find out where they were. Glover hopped
3 e off on the beach, ran up the sand and
et EER— 7Y _ found himself stumbling across the greens
HOG’'S BREATH @ and fairways of a golf course toward a

e BRI condominium.

“I was stumbling around in the dark
when all of a sudden | stepped off a green
and went arse over teacup into a sand
trap,” Glover said. “I crawled out and kept
going to a building where | could see
some lights.”

Getting no reply at one apartment,
Glover went to another where he could see
aman sitting in front of a television, watch-
ing the all-night movies. Glover began
pounding on the door with his fist, and,
when that brought no response from the
man, began to kick it.

Many of the sailors had gone off the
beach at Key Biscayne that morning with
their faces plastered with fluorescent pink,
green and orange sun screen. The man in
that condo opened his door to find himself
confronted by a figure with a large, bright
pink nose wearing a sailor's dry suit.

Glover said when he explained that he
was on an Australian team in a sailing race,
the man came down to the beach, looked
at the Hobie 16 and said, “You mean you
sailed all the way from Australia on that
thing?” After that misconception was
cleared up, the condo owner told them
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they had about a mile to go to reach Boca
Grande. He was off by about 20 miles, and
for the next hour and a half the two Aussies
sailed and fretted and argued until they
came around a pier marked on their charts
and spotted the checkpoint flags.

The next 63-mile leg to Anna Maria was
a welcome one for the crews, because
here they would stop for at least six hours
for a mandatory safety inspection. As it
turned out, with the first boats arriving
about 3 p.m., Algie decided to hold the
fleet overnight, both for rest and in hopes
of better media coverage than could be
expected from a night start.

Anna Maria was the rough halfway
point, 322 miles, and at this point it was a
battle of the Alter brothers. The first boat to
land was Jeff Alter's Team Belk-California,
at 29 hours, 28 seconds. Hobie Alter's
Team Texas boat landed five minutes, 14
seconds later and Sandestin-Florida was
hanging onto third at 29:08:37.

The third Aussie boat, Sofrana Unilines,
had been doing well until the Marco Boca
Grande leg, when the crew became help-
lessly lost in the dark and wasted two
hours sailing into Pine Island Sound, a big
bay 25 miles south of the checkpoint.

The times for the rest of the field showed
that the teams were still fairly close. About
nine minutes separated Florida from fourth
place Australia-Foster's and only five min-
utes separated them from Foster's Lager in
fifth with sixth place Oyster Shanty-France
trailing by only about nine minutes. Night
Town-Hawaii was in seventh, Victor's Sher-
rods-Holland in eighth, E.F. Hutton-
Belgium in ninth, the last Aussie boat
rounding out the top ten, and Virginia in
11th. Germany had been eliminated for
falling behind the leaders by more than six
hours. These times proved to be impor-
tant, because of what was to happen to the
fleet during the next leg.

The Tempest

The fleet departed Anna Maria at 8 a.m.
on May 19 under a clear bright blue sky
with 10-knot southwesterlies powering their
sails. The ground crews made the 160-mile
drive to Cedar Key and settled down to
wait. At about 6 p.m., two sails were spot-
ted to the south at the extreme range of a
pair of 8x50 binoculars. One sail was blue,
the other white. Hobie Alter Sr, who had
arrived at the race that day, watched the
sails disappear behind a squall line. “Now
I'm not sure what they were,” he said.” “It
could have been a monohull”

“That doesn't look real good,” he said
looking up at the slate-blue storm front
bulking over the northwestern horizon. “|
just hope they don't get nailed too hard.
There aren't that many places along the
coastline they can go."

While most of the Florida coast is fringed

with beaches where a boat can put ashore,
the stretch south of Cedar Key is mostly
lined with mangrove trees, tangled, vine-
like shrubs that grow in salt water and
present an impenetrable front like the
watery jungle Humphrey Bogart battled in
The African Queen.

The storm slammed ashore at Cedar
Key and soon sent the wind gauge at the
Cedar Grove Motel bouncing between 50
and 60 knots.

About five minutes to the south, the two
Australian boats, white and blue, suddenly
found themselves going from an easy run
to a hard beat in a solid 35 knots. Then the
real wind hit.

“Both of us were well out in front, with
Hobie Jr. in third,” said Dryland. “Then we
got belted and | saw Warty (Waterhouse)
go right over. After a few minutes, we
decided to go in shore and | saw France
and a couple of other boats go over and
come up with their masts broken. But the
rain was so hard that most of the time we
couldn't see anyone.”

All 12 boats (the Germans were still
sailing as an unofficial entrant) were within
a five-mile radius about 12 miles off the
mainland and it now became a battle for
survival.

Froome was trying to nurse Hawaii to
weather when a gust dumped it. Bennet
went off the boat and when he surfaced he
found that a wave had pushed it a few feet
away. He said that he wasn't worried at first,
but as he swam toward the boat, he
realized the wind was pushing it faster than
he could swim.

Froome was at the bows kicking as hard
as he could to slow the boat's drift and
allow Bennet to catch up.

“I really started to get scared,” Bennet
said. “l was swimming as hard as | could,
but | was starting to get tired. | said some
prayers | haven't said in a long time. Dean
finally slowed it down enough for me to
catch up with it.”

The only injury during the race came at
this point. The mast on Sofrana Unilines
broke at the composite section and the tip
flailed about on the end of the mainsail,
after the boat was righted. The tip caught
Kenny in the back of the neck, leaving him
with a muscle injury that would bother him
the rest of the race.

Hobie Jr. played it conservatively and
sailed his boat to one of the many oyster
bars in the area. He and Eddington
grounded the boat, stripped off the jib and
waited out the worst of the storm before
starting again with the main only.

Aboard Foster's Lager, Glover survived
a frightening moment as he was trapped
under the trampoline of the capsized boat.
When it was finally righted, with a broken
mast, the crew headed for the nuclear
power plant at Crystal River and beached
in a small cove at 10 p.m.

Saaa i aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaayaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaataaataaataaatatataatatatataty

Waterhouse and Corlette also suffered a
broken mast but jury-rigged a partial main-
sail. “It worked pretty well,” said
Waterhouse. “We had a mainsail again and
that made it a lot easier for us to get to
shore.”

Debraey, aboard Team Belgium,
approached a sand bar to wait out the
winds. As he sailed up to the bar, he
noticed a sign warning boaters to beware
of manatees, a harmless sea cow which is
sometimes injured by proprellers on power
boats. “I didn't know what a manatee was,”
said Debreay, “but | wouldn't have cared if
one came up and tried to eat me. | wasnt
going to go back out there again.”

The first inkling the people on shore had
of the trouble on the water was at 9:23
when team Texas came out of the night
with Eddington hollering for a new jib and
battens and Alter shouting that the race
should be stopped.

“It's really bad out there. You don't know
what it's like,” said an obviously shaken
Alter. “| don't know what shape the rest of
them are in. | think you might have some-
body dead out there.”

With both Hobie Jr. and Sr. pressing
for caution, Algie delayed the race with a
yellow flag. Flares were now being spotted
on the horizon and radio reports from the
U.S. Coast Guard said two boats were tied
alongside a shrimper. Two were at the
power plant and two had gone ashore
near Homasassa.

Kenny said that after his boat tied up
with the shrimper, the skipper made them
coffee and hamburgers and Kenny began
to think that perhaps they had been too
cautious and should have kept going.

“Then | saw the flares going off all over
the horizon like Guy Fawkes Day [a British
commemoration of a 17th century attempt
to blow up the English houses of Parlia-
ment] and | knew a lot of them were in
trouble.”

When teams Belgium and Hawaii came
swopping into tearful reunions with loved
ones, three boats were left unaccounted
for. Three ended up at the power plant.
Tucker and Lewis landed at a cove and
scurried down a path until they came to a
fence. They climbed it and pounded on the
door of an engineering building. A plant
employee opened the door and found
himself staring at two men in sailing gear,
one of whom asked, in his Australian
accent, “Hi. Are we still in time for dinner?”
A few minutes later, Dryland and Glover
showed up and the plant workers chipped
in portions of their bag lunches and cake
from an office party to feed the sailors.

By midnight, only one boat was still
missing, Belk-California, with Egusa and
Porter aboard. Finally, some workers at the
power plant heard shouting in a tiny, man-
grove-lined cove down the shore and sent
a boat to investigate. At 1:15 a.m. the boat
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reported in and everyone began to relax.

It had been a rugged night. Nine boats
needed new masts and six needed new
jibs and/or mainsails. Algie was now
faced with a serious problem.

If he would require boats which did not
finish the leg to make repairs and restart
from the point where they beached he
would be down to a three boat race. That
would put Texas, Belgium and Hawaii so
far ahead that one of them was virtually
guaranteed to win.

The big problem was that racing of this
sort is so new that few rules are set down
for such an eventuality. What penalties
apply?

Algie opted to treat the leg like arace in
a major regatta which was struck by a
similar storm. The leg would be aban-
doned, but he would give the three boats
that finished a 30-minute bonus under a
percentage rule in the sailing instructions
figuring that they were still sailing for at
least that much time longer than the other
boats before the yellow flag went up.

Because he finished so far ahead, Hobie
Jr's bonus would be given as a 30-minute
head start off the beach. Because Belgium
and Hawaii were back in the pack, their
bonuses would be 30 minutes in their
pockets they could subtract from their
times when the race ended.

46/ HOBIE HOTLINE

It was a compromise that pleased no
one but satisfied most. Alter did not want to
leave 30 minutes ahead, fearing that any
adverse wind conditions would allow the
rest of the fleet to sail up to him or even
pass him, in the event of a major shift, and
cancel his advantage in minutes. The
Belgians and Night Town figured that they
got to Cedar Key intact through pro-
vidence, which was what the situation
called for, and so should get more time.
But all teams recognized that it was in
everyone’s interest to keep the event rela-
tively competitive, and so it went on
without protest and relatively little
grumbling.

The Aussie Charge

Most of May 22 was spent getting the
Hobies to Cedar Key on the roofs of the
ground crew motor homes. Once the new
masts arrived from Tallahassee and Ocala,
all of the boats were re-rigged in approxi-
mately 30 minutes. A couple of teams took
advantage of the delay waiting for the
masts to putty up some gouges left on the
boat bottoms by oyster bars.

Texas left with their head start at 6 p.m.
May 22. In addition to the 30 minutes, they
still had whatever time they had saved on
the other boats at the Anna Maria stop,

where only Team Belk-California had been
ahead of them. The rest of the fleet
charged off in pursuit 30 minutes later.

Texas still had a three minute lead over
Foster's Lager when the first boat arrived at
Shell Point, 94 miles to the north, at 2:53
a.m. The first seven boats-including Hol-
land, France, Sandestin-Florida, Belk-
California, and Australia-Foster’s, all
reached that checkpoint within about 15
minutes of each other. But the Foster’s
Lager boat had carved 27 minutes off
Texas' 30-minute head start, leaving the
Aussie boat only 20 minutes behind on
accumulated time.

When Unilines came in, Kenny was so
cold and in so much pain from his neck
injury that he had to be carried off the boat.

“It was really strange,” he said. “l didn't
feel all that bad, then just before the beach
we had to tack. | started to go across the
boat, and my legs wouldn't move.” Once in
the warmth of the motor home he
recovered quickly, but his experience
pointed out the need for warm dry suits,
even in the warm Florida waters.

Then came St. George Island, where
Texas appeared to have put a move on the
others that gave the leading American
team a comfortable edge on the home
stretch.

A puzzled Metcalf wondered aloud,



“How the heck did they get that far ahead
of us?” and was told that while the bulk of
the fleet hugged the shoreline on that leg,
Alter had elected to head far offshore
where he picked up fresher breezes and a
better reaching angle when the wind
clocked.

But this was where the Aussie's planning
came in. Before the race began, they had
scheduled their rotating shifts so that either
Dryland or Metcalf, unquestionably two of
the finest small boat helmsmen in the
world, would be aboard for the last two
legs.

Coming into the penultimate checkpoint
at Panama City, only 50 miles from the end,
Dryland and Glover had shaved 28 min-
utes off the Team Texas lead and reached
the beach first. And now Metcalf, rested,
confident, and hungry, replaced Dryland at
the helm and headed for the finish line with
the smell of victory before him.

Alter got off the Texas boat, leaving
Eddington and Miller to complete the race.
The final leg was to be a beat in 16-18

knot breezes, and Eddington is about as
fast as Alter in such conditions. But the
Texas helmsman had got only two hours
sleep when he got off the boat between
the Shell Beach and St. George Island
legs, because the boats covered that 50-
mile stretch in a little over three hours. The

103-mile leg from Cedar Key had been
long and cold, and it seemed he had
hardly closed his eyes before he was
being awakened at Panama City to get
back on.

Eddington was so tired that he had to
leave the helming to Miller, and while Miller
is a fine sailor, he cannot be compared with
Metcalf. Miller was like a good club proin
golf. The club pro is an expert, but he can't
compare with a top touring pro like Jack
Nicklaus.

Glover, himself the Aussie national
champion in the Nacra 5.2 class, said he
had often sailed against Metcalf and Dry-
land on Hobie 16s and “wondered how
they could be so much faster than me.” He
smiled and said, "After this race with them, |
know.”

When Alter got off the boat, it was
obvious the Texas team expected to lose. If
Alter had been able to hold the Aussies off,
at least stay ahead of them onto the beach
at Panama City, there might have been a
chance. But as Alter stripped off his dry
suit at the motor home, he was saying, “I
don't know, but it doesn't look too good.
Rick is real, real tired.”

The gloom was prophetic. A mob of kids
celebrating high school graduation was
thronging the beach behind the Islander
Motel in Fort Walton Beach when someone

spotted the first boat against the dark
horizon. Long before it arrived it was
obvious it was Foster's Lager and when the
three Australian sailors dragged their boat
through the finish line, there was no other
boat in sight.

The Aussie team stood quietly on the
beach drinking bottles of Foster's and
glancing at their watches every few min-
utes. When 17 minutes and 20 seconds
had gone by, Dryland smiled quietly,
offered a hand to Metcalf and Glover and
said, “That's it then mates, congratulations.”

Just about the same time a second sail
was spotted and Team Texas landed to the
cheers of the partisan teeny-bopper
crowd. They were 25 minutes, 33 seconds
behind the Australians, missing the victory
by eight minutes, 14 seconds. Alter,
Eddington and Miller were disappointed
but pushed their way through the mob to
congratulate the team from down under.

A little later, Alter was even able to joke
about it. “It's always the same when | come
to Florida,” he said. “They don't like people
from California here. Whenever | race here,
they tell me, ‘Bend over and grab your
ankles, California guy. Here it comes
again.”

But will he be back for more?

“Probably,” Alter says. “There's just some-
thing about this kind of racing.” o
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SKIN CANCER

“Fry now, pay later” warns
the American Cancer Soci-
ety’s billboards and print
ads. In those ads, an attrac-
tive, bikini clad young
woman bakes in the sun—a
tempting portrait of what
many Americans have
come to believe is the quin-
tessential summer activity.
Unfortunately, using the
sun's rays to cook skinto a
bronze sheen carries inher-
ent risks of future skin
cancers, the most common
form of all human cancers.
For sailors, the latest
research into skin cancer
carries both good and bad
news. The bad news is that
they are prime among the
groups that are most sus-
ceptible to damage from the
sun's rays. The good news is
that there is a lot that can be
done to prevent the effects
of solar radiation.

Skin cancer awareness
recently got a large and
powerful push from the likes
of President Ronald Reagan
when it was learned he had
a self-described “pimple” on
his nose that turned out to
be the most common form
of skin cancer, a basal cell
carcinoma, which accounts
for 80 percent of all skin
cancer cases inthe U.S. The
“pimple” was removed with-
out incident and, if Reagan’s
case is typical, the long term
outlook for a life free of skin
cancer is very good. But,
having the cancer means a
change in the activities Rea-
gan loves best. “It just
breaks my heart,” said Rea-

Alastair Black

BY BRIAN ALEXANDE

gan. He will almost certainly
have to stay out of the sun
as much as possible and,
when he does go riding in
Santa Barbara, he will have
to wear a wide brimmed hat.
According to doctors, Rea-
gan's carcinoma was almost
certainly the result of many
yearsin the sun, firstas a
lifeguard, then as a film cow-
boy and horseback riding
enthusiast.

Although the most com-
mon form of skin cancers
are also the most treatable
cancers and have a very
high survival rate, skin can-
cer is a serious health
problem. Sun worshipping
and the corresponding
shrinking of swimwear
accounts for much of the
meteoric rise in skin cancer
rates. One in seven Ameri-
cans will have a skin cancer
during their lifetime. In the
last 20 years, the most
deadly form of skin cancer,
the malignant melanoma,
has increased by a factor of
ten. Whereas most malig-
nant melanomas were once
found in older people who
contracted the disease sim-
ply through years of
moderate exposure to the
sun, most malignant
melanoma deaths now
occur in the 20 to 40 year
old age group. In all, approx
imately half a million people
in the United States were
found to have skin cancer in
1985. Twenty-two thousand
of those were malignant
melanomas and of these
approximately 5,500 died.
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WHAT CAUSES SKIN CANCER?

The same sun that causes the winds to blow and generates life
on Earth also results in skin cancer, thus proving that too much of
a good thing is harmful. The sun's rays are composed of several
different types of radiation ranging from radio waves to the
infrared rays that are felt as heat. Ultraviolet rays are also part of
the ray package, and they are the source of most skin cancer
problems. Fortunately, the earth’s ozone layer filters out most of
the ultraviolet light with which the sun bombards the earth. If this
werent the case, there may not be any life and the planet might
look something like Venus. Still, enough ultraviolet light manages
to get through the atmosphere to precipitate a variety of reactions
in plants and animals. Some are good, some arent.

Ultraviolet light can be divided into two separate categories:
long wave or UV-A rays and short wave or UV-B rays. UV-B rays
are more damaging than UV-A rays because they are able to
penetrate further past the surface of the skin than can the UV-A
rays. Still, scientists warn that UV-A rays cannot be touted as
harmless because they can act to promote the action of UV-B
rays and because UV-A can interfere with proteins that help keep
the skin resilient.

When UV rays hit exposed skin, the basal cells near the
surface of the skin begin to swell and the local blood vessels
dilate. That's what a sunburn is. To help protect the skih from
further damage, the body releases the pigment called melanin
from deeper within the tissues. Melanin acts to thicken and
toughen the skin and helps deflect the sun's rays. This protective
action results in the coveted suntan, but it can also resultin
mutations of cell DNA and can suppress the body's immune
response to cancerous cells. The steps of this cycle follow roughly
the same pattern in almost all cases. First, there is the sunburn;
second a wrinkling of the skin due to damage, and the
appearance of liver spots. Third, a condition called actinic
keratosis can appear. These are usually pre-cancerous spots.
Finally, the cancer appears.

The effect of UV rays is cumulative. Unlike damage done to the
lungs by tobacco, damage done to the skin by UV light is there to
stay. That's why doctors caution patients who had severe sun-
burns when young that they are prime candidates for the
appearance of cancer in later years. Indeed, researchers main-
tain that much of the injury that eventually leads to skin cancer is
inflicted in the first two decades of life even though cancer may
not appear until much later. This cumulative progression leads to
early wrinkling of the skin, a loss of skin elasticity and gives skin a
leathery feel. But keep in mind that while effects are cumulative
even one day's overexposure to UV rays can cause damage.

Some people are more susceptible to the effects of UV
radiation than others. Those of Celtic backgrounds, people who
have their genetic origins in northern Europe, are most at risk as
is evidenced by the ease with which blond and red-haired people
burn. As a rule of thumb, the closer to the equator your ancestors
developed, the more resistant you are to the sun's rays. A
classification system has evolved around this idea with very light
skinned Celts classed as Type | and blacks who don't burn at all
classed as Type VI. Being of Irish descent, President Reagan
would fall near the first category.

Aside from genetic evolution, there are several other risk
factors. Obviously, those who spend a great deal of time in the
sun, whether for work or play are high on the list of people who
should use extra caution. There is some evidence that birth
control pills lower a woman's ability to cope with the sun's rays
and that pregnancy can also lessen her tolerance. Those who
have a history of past sunburns should be extra careful not to
exacerbate an existing potential for future cancer by piling burn

on top of burn. Skin cancer rates are highest among those living
in the South and Southwest because of increased exposure to
the sun and because people of Celtic heritage have moved into
those areas and their bodies are not equipped with enough
protection.

In the case of sailors, long days of sailing which include
morning riggings, afternoon sailings, resting on the beach and
evening tear downs, mean that sailors are exposed to the full
wrath of the sun for most of the day and, while on the water, they
also receive refiected sunlight, further magnifying their exposure.
This puts sailors firmly at the top of the list of those who must use
extensive measures to protect themselves from the cancer risk.

Unlike
damage done
to the lungs
by tobacco,
damage done
to the skin by
UV light is
there to stay.

PREVENTION WWORKS

The good news is that by using some common sense precau-
tions, a lot can be done to mitigate the effects of UV rays, and if
used regularly, such safeguards can greatly reduce the risk of
skin cancer and can help a sailor keep enjoying the sport he
loves without cutting short his day on the water.

First, remember that the effects of melanin can help prevent
further damage by the sun. The trick is to get the melanin going
and still keep injury to a minimum. Start with just a few minutes of
sun exposure each day, being sure not to burn. Some take only a
few minutes to begin burning so be careful. This early exposure
to the sun, although damaging to a degree, is preferable to
arriving at the first regatta of the season with a coat of winter white
and then overdosing to the point of crispiness.

Next, keep in mind that UV-B rays are at their most damaging
between the hours of 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. As luck would have it, that's
usually when the wind is best for sailing, still, the less time in the
sun during those hours, the better.

An important trap to avoid is being lulled into a false sense of
security. For example, shirts are not sure protection against UV
rays. Some shirts cut only 30 percent of the UV rays and few can
do better than eliminating 60 percent. People who get a little
burned then put on a shirt and continue to sail are magnifying
their problems, so put the shirt on first.

Shade isn't foolproof either. Although it may not feel as hot in
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the shade, that's just because some of the infrared rays have
been reduced. At least 25 percent of the UV rays will still be able
to reach a person in the shade. In short, although shade and
shirts help a great deal, they don' stop the UV rays from reaching
the skin altogether.

Many people manage to earn serious sunburns by falsely
assuming that since the day is partially cloudy, they are immune
to the penetrating effects of UV rays. The fact is that 80 percent of
UV rays manage to pierce the clouds, even when cloud cover is
heavy. It's easy to neglect skin that feels cool on such days, but
the same rules should apply to outdoor activities on cloudy days
as on sunny ones.

Wearing a
sunscreenis
probably the
singlie most
important
method of
protection
for sailors.

Since the majority of basal cell carninomas occur on the face
and neck, it is important to wear visors or hats. Some cancerous
growths are discovered on the scalp so visors alone may not be
sufficient for all people. Since the water and sand reflect a good
portion of the UV rays onto faces protected by visors, it's still a
good idea to use sun blocking creams or lotions, especially on
particularly sensitive areas around the nose where nearly 90
percent of facial cancers occur.

Wearing a sunscreen is probably the single most important
method of protection for sailors because it is convenient and
practical for sailors to use. As concerns about skin cancer have
grown, the market for sun products has skyrocketed and a great
deal of confusion has erupted over such products in the past
several years. Americans spend over 230 million dollars per year
on sun products. Much of this money is spent for items thought to
aid in skin protection that really may have little effect.

The officially accepted ratings for sun products are called SPF
or sun protection factors and these ratings range from 2 to 15. An
SPF of 2 means that a person could spend about twice the
amount of time in the sun without burning as he could without
any protection at all. For example, if a person who normally could
spend 30 minutes in the sun without burning applied a product
with an SPF of 2, he could, theoretically, now spend an hour in
the sun without harmful effects. The SPF ratings continue up the
scale to the almost total blockage of a product with an SPF of 15.
Of course these ratings presuppose that one knows one's
limitations in the first place, so it's important to understand how
your skin reacts to sunlight and how long it takes for you to begin

to burn.

Products that claim SPF factors should have one or all of three
commonly used ingredients. The most common is Para-Ami-
nobenzoic Acid or PABA. The two others are padimate-A and
padimate-O. Read the label of any sun protection product you
buy to see if these names are included in the list of ingredients.

Unfortunately for catamaran and board sailors, PABA washes
off and although the Food and Drug Administration has length-
ened the amount of time a person should be able to be in the
water without losing protection, cat and board sailors need to
reapply sunscreens frequently because they are wet more often
and because they perspire the sunscreen away. Waterproof
sunscreens are available and sailors would be well advised to
search them out and use them whenever possible.

Tanning oils without any SPF do nothing to protect the skin
from damage except possibly keep it moisturized. Dermatologists
claim that such products are no more effective at promoting tans
than sweat. In some cases, water or perspiration make better
tanning agents. Oils can even serve to make the skin more
susceptible to sun injury because they can make the first one or
two layers of skin almost transparent, thus permitting deeper
ultraviolet penetration.

Apres$ sun products also do nothing to help damaged skin.
Once the harm is done it cannot be undone. Such lotions cannot
stop the peeling away of skin killed by UV radiation and products
touting the effects of collagen, elastin and topical applications of
Vitamin E have practically no effect on the skin.

A very important aspect of a preventative program is self-
examination. More skin cancers are discovered through self-
examination than by dermatologists and general practitioners. To
perform a good self-examination, have a full-length mirror, a hand
held mirror and, if possible, a small magnifying mirror. It also
helps to have a friend, preferably one who would not mind seeing
you nude (This could be fun.).

Start the examination by charting existing birthmarks, large
freckles, liver spots and other marks on the skin. Then examine
each one closely and refer to the table of symptoms included
here. If any look particularly suspicious, have a qualified physi-
cian examine it. The earlier a skin cancer is detected, the lesser
the chances of any major problems. Once every few months, go
back to the map you made of existing body marks and look at
each one again. Note any changes in size, shape or coloring.
Look for new spots. Marks you've had for most of your life can
become cancerous and such changes often indicate the begin-
nings of cancerous growth. These periodic examinations can
save your life.

In short, start your exposure to the sun in small increments and
build up gradually. Wear a hat or visor. Use sunscreens accord-
ing to your skin type and tolerance. If you anticipate a long day in
the sun, go for full blockage. Pay special attention to the nose
and the rest of the face and neck as well as shoulders and legs.
At the first sign of sunburn, call it a day. Don't count on a Tshirt to
protect you. Do your children a big favor and keep them well
protected against harm from the sun by the same methods you
use. The sun damage inflicted upon them now can have a very
deleterious effect later in life. Use self-examinations to help detect
any signs of cancerous growth and perform these examinations
regularly. With these precautions in force, the vast majority of
sailors need never worry about contracting skin cancer.

If all this sounds a little dire, keep in mind that almost all skin
cancers are treatable with no long-term effects. In fact, skin
cancer is the most treatable of all human cancers. With a few
simple common sense precautions, even people in a high-risk
group such as sailors can continue to enjoy their sport without
being overly concerned that a day of sailing will lead to skin
cancer. Just like climbing in a car and putting on a seat belt, if a
sailor plays it smart and uses the proper methods of prevention,
he can go right on sheeting in and maxing out. - -
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Editor’'s Note: The following is intended as a guide only. If you
have any doubts about bodily marks, consult a physician

Here is a list of the most often seen skin cancers and a
description of what they look like. Remember to note any
changes in marks from one examination to the other. All of these
conditions normally start small, so look carefully.

m Actinic keratosis: This is usually “pre-cancerous.” Look for
multiple faint, red patches in one area. The patches can be
brownish or tan colored and are usually somewhat scaly.

m Basal Cell Carcinomama: The most common form of skin
cancer. Look for a red, raised patch with dark spots. Usually
appears as a small waxy nodule and enlarges slowly until a
central depression appears and the outer edges rise. Can
appear as a slowly enlarging red, scaly area.

m Sguamous Cell Carcinoma: A rapidly growing nodule
with surrounding redness, a raised border and a central, ulcerous
depression.

m Melanomas: The rarest, but most severe form of skin can-
cer. The most common is called superficial spreading melanoma.
Look for a circular, irregular lesion with elevated borders. Nodular
melanomas usually appear as a bluish nodule but can also
appear as flat and be colored pink, red, black or brown. In
general, melanomas appear as patches of red or brownish
pigmentation with darker spots or lumps in the center. Irregular
borders around the patch of pigmentation could be a sign of
cancer. Be sure to note any changes in color or shape. If the spot
has a tendency to bleed, have a doctor examine the spot
immediately.

If you should spot a suspicious growth, the doctor will probably
remove it in a relatively painless procedure by scraping the area
with a sharp tool called a curette. The resulting scar will normally
take about two to three weeks to completely heal. That seems a
small price to pay.

Editor’s Note: HOTLINE aknowledges the help of Dr. Mike
Stotzky of San Diego and the San Diego Branch of the American
Cancer Society in the preparation of this article

HARKIN
SUPER LOW
PROFILE
6:1 and 7:1
Main Sheet
System

Nothing succeeds like success! Copy the
winners and go for maximum mast rake
on your Hobie 16 with a Harkin 6:1
2V4”’ sheave system. For the Hobie 18,
convert this Harkin 6:1 to a 7:1 by ad-
ding a mini-block. Use 3/8’’ sheet rope
to minimize friction through the blocks.

$54.60
$86.00
$ 8.70

See your Local Dealer or order from us:
Sailing Systems, Inc. 4815 Amy Drive
Crystal Lake, Il. 60014 (815) 455-4599

345-2 Harkin 2%4”’ Upper Block
345-4 Harkin 2Y4”’ Lower Block
345-5 Harkin Mini-block
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ON DECK

On Deck is a: righting line, sissy line, dock line, even
a trailering tie — all in one compact package that
does not slow your boat by dragging in the water.
On Deck offers:
instant availability - easy grip 2 inch line
« automatic retraction - durable internal bungee cord
« ball bearing guide blocks - permanent:attachment
« corrosion & jam-proof-care-free performance.

CM 7735 On Deck system .... S@

A

Offe.y 320 E. Walnut Ave.

\ arime. El Segundo, Ca. 90245
=

(213) 640-8838
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This year, Hobie 18 sailors from across
the country will race in the National Cham-
pionship at Cedar Point, Ohio. On the
shores of Lake Erie, Cedar Point is consid-
ered the Midwest's most exciting vacation
area. Along with the competitive racing
series, The Amazement Park at Cedar
Point provides a playground of fun for the
entire family. You will want to bring every-
one to this national championship!

Cedar Point is conveniently located in
Sandusky, Ohio (midway between
Cleveland and Toledo). The host hotel is
The Hotel Breakers which is right on the
beach of Lake Erie. For those who prefer
motor home living, a short walk will lead
you to Camper Village.

Within easy reach of the sailing area is
The Amazement Park. For after hours
pleasure, spectators and racers will find
rides, live shows and plenty of fun-filled
attractions. You can even go for a rollick-
ing river adventure at Thunder Canyon:
Stay as dry as Hobie Cat sailing when your
12-passenger raft rushes down a twisting,
turning river along the Frontier Trail!

T“E HM:ES The round-robin qualifying

series will be held Sunday and Monday,
August 24-25. Championship races start
on Tuesday and run through Thursday.
The top 36 teams will be announced
Thursday night. Finals will be Friday and
Saturday, with the top 36 teams racing
against each other in every race. Sailors of
40 years or better are eligible to compete
for a special masters trophy.

Skippers must bring life jackets, throwa-
ble, and weights (if necessary). You may
want to bring a protest flag, bridle fly, hot-
stick and your wet suit.

REGISTRATION A1 saiors are asked to

preregister by mailing the registration form
with an entry fee of $125.00. A boat dam-
age deposit of $250.00, in either cash or
travellers check, will be required upon
check-in. Please do not mail it. This
deposit is returnable if no damage is done
to the boat.

ABB“““"“A""NS Accommodations

are available at The Hotel Breakers. Make
your hotel reservations immediately!
Either mail the hotel reservations form or
call one of these two numbers —
800/431-2113 or 419/627-2106.

Camper Village reservations for your
motor home can be made by phoning
419/627-2162. Sorry, they do not permit
tent camping individually or in conjunction
with your RV.

TH HOBIE 18 U.5. NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP  CEDAR POINT, OHIO  AUGUST 24-30, 1986
EXPERIENCE CEDAR POINT!

HOBIE 18 U.3. NATIONAL RACE REGISTRATION FORM

(This form must be postmarked by July 30, 1986)

Name

Crew Name

Address

City State Zip

| am prequalified from Division
| wish to attempt to qualify from Division
| qualify to compete for the master’s trophy D Age

Telephone | ) Combined crew weight

Entry fee is $125.00. All skippers, prequalified or not, must preregister.

Mail this form, with entry fee, to: Hobie Class Association, Hobie 18 National Championship,
P.O. Box 1008, Oceanside, CA 92054.

HOBIE 18 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP ROOM REGISTRATION FORM

For the Hotel Breakers (Reservations must be made immediately).

Dates of Stay

Individual's Name

Address

City State Zip

Telephone ( ) Number of People to Accommodate
Arrival Date Departure Date

Single Rooms

Room with 1 double bed for as many as 2 persons— $60.00
Room with 1 queen bed for as many as 2 persons—$70.00
Room with 2 double beds for as many as 4 persons—$70.00
Room with 3 double beds for as many as 6 persons—$80.00

O0O0oao

Tower room with 2 double beds and a sofabed for as many as 6 persons—$95.00
Suites (Multi-room units)

Suite with 2 double beds for as many as 4 persons—$75.00

Suite with 3 double beds for as many as 6 persons— $85.00

Suite with 2 double beds and sofabed for as many as 6 persons —$85.00

Suite with 2 double beds and 1 queen bed for as many as 6 persons—$100.00
Suite with 4 double beds for as many as 8 persons— $100.00

000000

Deluxe 2 bedroom tower suite with sitting room for as many as 6 persons —$135.00

Please check your preference and indicate your arrival and departure dates. Mail this
information with advance deposit equal to one night's rental to: Hotel Breakers, Cedar Point,
C.N. 5006, Sandusky, Ohio 44870, ATTN: Reservation Manager. Reservations should be
received by us immediately. Room prices do not include sales tax. For further information
call toll free: 1-800-431-2113.

Signature Date
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IN THIS SECTION:

Major Regattas
Regatta Schedules
Fleet News
Regatta Results

WORLD HOBIE
CLASS ASSOCIATION

The racing section of the Hobie
Hotline consists of regatta news
and results as reported by the
fleets. If you would like to see your
fleet recognized in this section,
please submit typed, double-
spaced articles and black and
white glossy photos only. Return of
photo contributions cannot be
guaranteed, so please submit
duplicate photos. Send all contri-
butions to Liz Reed, Hobie Class
Association, P.O. Box 1008, Ocean
side, California 92054

MAJOR REGAT TAS

August 3-10

August 16-22

August 24-30

September 16-19
September 21-27
October 18-26 (tentative)
October TBA

November 23-29

Hobie 16 World Championship

Fiji

Canadian National Championships
Canada

Hobie 18 U.S. National Championship
Cedar Point, Ohio

Hobie Cat U.S. Women’s Championship
Cape May, New Jersey

Hobie 16 U.S. National Championship
Cape May, New Jersey

Hobie 14 and Turbo U.S. National Championships

Tampa, Florida
Alpha Wave Invitational
San Onofre, California

Alpha World Championships
Key Biscayne, Florida

H.CA.
619-758-9100
H.CA.
619-758-9100
H.CA.
619-758-9100
H.CA.
619-758-9100
H.CA.
619-758-9100
H.CA.
619-758-9100
ACA.
619-758-9100
A.CA.
619-758-9100
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REGATTA SCHEDULE
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CAPEMAY,

NEWJERSEY

© TGTHHOBIETS LS, NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIS

the 1986 Women's and Open Hobie 16

U.S. National Championships. Whether
you choose to stay at a quaint bed-and-
breakfast inn or a peaceful hotel on the
beach, the Victorian town of Cape May
will be a great venue for the Hobie 16 U.S.
Nationals.

Fleet members from Division 11 are
working with the City of Cape May and
State of New Jersey officials to plan an
exciting week for our competitors. Side
trips to Atlantic City have been arranged
for those looking for a little after-hours
entertainment.

Historic Cape May, New Jersey, will host

WOMEN'S CHAMPIONSHIP

The Women's Nationals will be held
September 16-19, after competitors have
been checked in on Monday, September
15. Qualifying races will take place on
Tuesday. The championship series is
scheduled for Wednesday through Friday.

OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP

The 1986 Hobie 16 U.S. National Cham-
pionship will check in its competitors on
Saturday, September 20. Qualifying races
will be on Sunday and Monday, and the
championship series will begin on Tues-
day. Finals will be held Friday and
Saturday.

REGISTRATION

All skippers, whether prequalified or
not, must have their preregistration
postmarked by August 27, 1986. The
entry fee for the Women's Nationals is
$100.00. The Open Championship regis-
tration fee is $125.00. Please mail your
entry fee with the registration coupon. A

boat damage deposit of $250.00, in cash
or travellers checks, will be required upon
check in. Please do not mail it. This
deposit is returnable if no damage is done
to the boat.

ACCOMMODATIONS
The hotels have requested that reserva-
tions be made right away (July 1, at the

latest), as September is still tourist season
in that area. There are several quaint bed-
and-breakfast hotels which might make
the week even more fun. For making
reservations, the City of Cape May has
provided a “welcome” phone number to
call, 609/884-3323. Alternative housing
for groups may be available, also. Call
them for this information.

HOBIE 15 1.5. NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP

¢ RACE REGISTRATION FORM
(This form must be postmarked by August 27, 1986)
Name
Crew Name
Address

City

State

Zip

| am prequalified from Division

Telephone ( )

| qualify to compete for the master’s trophy (Skippers 40 years or better) O Age

| wish to qualify from Division

Combined Crew Weight

O Open Nationals (Entry fee is $125.00)
[ women's Nationals (Entry fee is $100.00)

P.O. Box 1008

ALL SKIPPERS, prequalified or not, must preregister.

Mail this form with entry fee to: Hobie Class Association
Hobie 16 National Championships

Oceanside, CA 92054

‘New Jersey and You Perfect Together’




DIVISION 1

The 13th Annual Pacific Beer
Regatta
Fleet 6, Division 1

Those who survived bring-
ing in the New Year were once
again gathered for a Hawaiian
Tradition in Hobie Cat sailing.
Behind the PBR are two sim-
ple rules, one of which there
are no rules. Secondly you
must have a female crew or
reasonable facsimile on
board. The PBR usually has
lightwinds but this year we
were blessed with 25-knot
tradewinds. The course is a
simple le mans start from Kai-
lua Beach, around a buoy,
down about three-quarters of
amile to Dean Froome's
house. Then land your boat
and send the crew up to chug
a beer. Then push off through
atwo to three foot shore
break, sailing down another
mile or so to another check-
point where the same is
repeated. Thenback to Kailua
Beach after doing this three
times. Each class is awarded
trophies in addition to fastest
boat overall. Now comes the
best part, the coveted Miss
PBR trophy and careful elim-
ination of all reasonable
facimiles. It was narrowed
down to two contestants: T.L.
(Hobie Beach Captain) and
John Clark (who was wearing
a wild outfit). Several minutes
later, the judges awarded John
Clark Miss PBR.

The racing was not without
an excellent turnout, including
acouple of the new 17s that
absolutely just blazed. Special
thanks to the Charlestons from
Los Angeles who joined us for
the race. We're glad they
made it. For those of you plan-
ning a vacation or stop off in
Hawaii, Fleet 6 Division 1 will
make sure a boat will be avail-
able to join in our racing
schedule this year.

Hobie 18s: 1. Pam/Troy
Goodman, 2. D.Long/P.Paul.
17s:1. Dean Froome/T.L., 2. S.
Fields/M. Spadaro. 16s: 1. M.
Jacobs/Crew, 2. C. Limquist/J.
Clark. Fastest overall: Dean
Froome/T.L.

DIVISION 3

Breakaway 1986

Fleet 17, Division 3
Folsom Lake, California
by John Renning

The Breakaway jinx is bro-
ken. After two years of
regattas at which the wind
could best be described as
non-existent, the wind came
up at the 1986 edition of Hobie
Fleet 17s Breakaway Regatta
at Folsom Lake. Saturday
morning dawned with strong
southwesterly winds from a
fast moving front. That proved
to be a teaser as light flukey
winds followed the front’s pas-
sage. Two races got off but
that required the concerted
efforts of the Thistle Fleet act-
ing as race committee and
Randy Gross inthe chase boat
to move marks to set a fair
course. The first race under
near drifting conditions was
highlighted by John Poncin in
anew 17 doing a horizon job
on everyone including the
18As and 16As (behind which
he started five and 10 minutes
behind) by finishing over 20
minutes ahead of the next
finisher. For the second race
the winds built up, but from
which direction? After the start
the wind clocked 90 degrees
making the C mark to finish
leg a broad reach. Stuck mark
anchors ended the day.

Sunday began with clear
skies and a glassy lake. Had
the winds left us and cursed
Breakaway again? No. A north
wind slowly gained strength
and held steady for the rest of
the day. Two races were held
under the steady 12-knot
winds (three races for A fleets).

Thanks to our sponsors: Bell
Distributing, Coca-Cola, and
Straw Hat Pizza and to all that
helped out especially Will
Eber with the committee boat,
Kirk Jeffries with the crash
boat, Mike Gillum and the
Thistle Fleet as race commit-
tee and Marty and Tosca Stitt
with the motor home for race
headquarters.

DIVISION 6

Crosswinds Regatta
Fleet 8, Division 6
April 5-6, 1986

Lake Somerville, Texas
by: D.G. Koons

The first wave of racers hit
the beach at Lake Somerville
Friday afternoon. By sundown
most of the race committee
was onsite and the party and
ant feeding was in full swing.

The fog slowly lifted Satur-
day morning and the smell of
folks cooking breakfast drifted

across the beach. Registration
got underway and when it was
completed there were 71 boats
registered. At the skipper’s
meeting the starting sequence
and time was announced and
a C fleet seminar was con-
ducted afterwards.

The race committee got the
white flag up at 11:00 a.m.
sharp and the races were off
in 6-10 knots of wind. There
was a break for lunch after the
first race and everybody came
in and wolfed down some of
Willie's Fleet Dogs. The sun
finally came out in time for the
next two races. This was the
first time since last October
that we sailed without a wet-
suit. The second and third
races were run back to back
and when Billy says back to
back, he means it. We were off
the water by 5:30 and back in
the chow line by 6:00. As the
sun went down, lies were
being swapped and the pro-
test committee was settling the
protests that were filed. The
cold beer flowed well after
dark and the ants continued to
feed.

Sunday morning dawned
with heavy cloud cover and
the prospect of getting back in
the wetsuits. The race commit-
tee served up acouple of
course 7s for the A fleeters so
they would be assured of get-
ting their money's worth. After
the final race the protest com-
mittee went back to work;
hopefully, Bob will brush up on
his rules and he won't have to
face the committee on both
days. The scores were then
finalized and the fleet-crafted
trophies were presented to the
top finishers and crews.

A word of thanks to Billy
Richnow and the race commit-
tee for their work preparing for
the regatta and their fine effort
in running the event. Also,
thanks to Mr. Shaw for furnish-
ing and operating the
committee boat, Wright Dis-
tributing for furnishing the cold
Miller beer and of course the
city of Somerville for their
cooperation.

DIVISION 9

9th Annual Pamlico Points
Regatta
Fleet 257, Division 9
Washington, North Carolina
by Don Bass

For the entire week pre-
ceeding the 9th Annual

Pamlico Points Regatta, flags
stood on end as the finicky
spring weather systems
blasted through the coastal
plain of North Carolina. How-
ever, the curse of the wind
gods fell upon the participants
of our event as the tem-
peratures on Saturday rose
into the high 80s while the
winds fell out.

This year's Pamlico event
was held at Whichard's Beach
which occupies a point on the
river, with excellent camping
facilities and ample beaching
area for the overnight stowing
of boats. In fact, virtually every
aspect of our event seemed to
be falling into place as the
weekend approached. Expec-
tations of a good turnout were
realized as 53 total registrants
took part in the event, none of
which were more frustrated by
the lack of a breeze than the
locals from our fleet.

After postponing the first
race for about two hours, the
undaunted flotilla of Hobies
made its way into the river's
main channel on a day
custom-made for water skiing.
To make matters worse, the
five to seven knot breeze died
completely as an attempt was
made to start the 18As. A gen-
eral recall ensued. One race,
was salvaged however, as a
10-knot “puff” graced us with
its presence long enough for
us to stage a short but sweet
race through a number one
course. The second race of
the day was not to be, as the
wind died completely and we
paddled in for the refuge of
the awaiting refreshments and
the promise of a better day.

Saturday night featured bar-
becued burgers and hot dogs
provided by a perenially gra-
cious sponsor, Hardee's.
Coca-Cola provided soft
drinks and Budweiser came
through with a more than wel-
come monetary gift. Later that
night, the tent parties contin-
ued as the beer wagon was
towed into the campground
and into the grasp of the “hard
core” element.

Sunday morning broke with
a weak but steady 10-12 knot
breeze and blue skies. As the
morning wore, it became clear
once again that the wind was
a fleeting thing, so we made
efforts to take advantage of
what we had. With no skipper’s
meeting, we managed to get
in two races, each of which
took an eternity.
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After all the boats were
beached on Sunday, most of
which were well on the way to
being trailered, insult was
added to injury as a steady
“fresh” wind came in off the
sound exceeding 20 knots,
complete with white caps. Tro-
phies were donated by Cox
Trailers and door prizes were
donated by the local Hobie
dealer, Marsh’s Surf ‘N’ Sea.
And so, for the second straight
year, the trophies were pre-
sented in the midst of a steady
blast. One last laugh for the
wind gods as if they were say-
ing “Yes Virginia, it does
indeed blow on the Pamlico.”

DIVISION 11

Lake Hopatcong Points
Regatta

Fleet 137, Division 11
April 26-27

Lake Hopatcong, New
Jersey

by: Peter Laue

The forecast was for 70 to
75 degree weather Saturday
and Sunday, clear and sunny.
Saturday morning was over-
cast and raining by 8 a.m. The
first start of four races was
delayed from 10 to 11 a.m. and
by then the front had past and
we had some good wind. The
courses set for 18, 17, 16A
were 3s, 4s and 7s with two
legs less for B and C fleets. We
had crisp starts and close
results at the end of the day
Saturday. The 17s proved to
be good performers for the
first time in competition.

Our local fleet managed to
put up about twenty people
that came to the regatta from
all corners of our division, and
everyone came to the Satur-
day night buffet at a restaurant
right on the lake to recount the
agonies and ecstasies of each
leg of the race.

Sunday morning we had a
short skippers meeting to clar-
ify some of the rules and to get
everybody thinking in one
direction for the day. Two
races, have a good time, and
the boats were on the water.
The white flag was at 10:30
sharp. Race 1, a course 3, was
over in one hour and 15 min-
utes. Race 2, acourse 7,
came up 12 seconds after the
last boat finished in the first
race. At about the same time,
alow grade squall came in,
making good wind conditions
better. George and Wolfgang

56/HOBIE HOTLINE

had a cheek to cheek race for
four legs and then George
split tacks and started putting
the distance on. By the end of
the race, Randy McConnell, in
third, was hoping for another
windward leg so he could
show his 1985 form again, but
the races were over, and at 1
p.m. everybody headed for
Hockenjos Sailing Center to
pack up.

On the lawn of the sailing
center was a surprise hot dog
barbecue in full swing with
beer and soda. When this
committee got back to the sail-
ing center, we were greeted
with helping hands to get the
committee boat packed up,
the results tallied, and trophies
presented. All in all, a terrific
regatta to open the season.

Puerto Rico Hobie Cat
Association
Fleet 133, Division 13
Fleet News
by Roberto Adelardi

On February 15 and 16,
Fleet 133 held a regatta at
Levittown Beach, Puerto Rico.
Saturday turned out to be a
great day for racing with 15 to
20 knot winds and plenty of
sunshine.

We started out with an
Olympic course and ended up
with four races that day. The
bouys were placed far away
from each other. That meant
that even a short course
ended up as a long race. In
the 14 and 16 fleets there was
relatively little action going on.
By this we mean no change in
positions. But the 18 fleet
proved otherwise, producing
results that changed the posi-
tion of skippers after aimost
every race.

Saturday's racing was about
to end perfectly. Well, almost.
The rumor of acourse 7
caused our final race to end
up in chaos. Most of the racers
kept that course 7 in mind and
paid no attention to the race
committee’s decision to
changeto acourse 9. The
change was indicated before
the white flag was flown. That
change in course made half
the fleet run a course 7 instead
of acourse 9. Well, after some
yelling, we all decided to give
acrash course on how to dis-
tinguisha 7 froma9.

Sunday, it seemed like the
wind had died down, but after

the first race it picked up
again. We ran three races, but
once again the 14 and 16 fleet
was pretty much established.
Like the day before, the best
competition turned up in the
18 fleet, making it necessary
for the skippers to run all three
races to decide the winner.
Since the 14s and 16s were all
but decided after the second
race that day, the 14s did not
race. An interesting race came
up with the 14 turbo. All the
boats decided to include
crews on the last race.
Because of this, the turbos
were all DSQ on the last race
but we still had fun and this
did not effect the positions of
the sailors.

This race would not have
been possible without the
sponsorship of Parador
Campomar, a local hotel that
paid for everything. We all
enjoyed the weekend and
hope this regatta will become
an annual event. We would
also like to thank the local sail-
ors for their cooperation and
help, but mostimportantly for
telling us where the reefs
were.

DIVISION 14

Dallas Regatta

Fleet 23, Division 14
April 5-6, 1986

Lake Lewisville, Texas
by Jerry Giles and Linda
Saxby

The first Division 14 regatta
this spring came off without a
hitch after all the sailors were
told to cuss the race captain at
the start of the skippers’' meet-
ing on Saturday. This got all
the complaints out of the way
right from the beginning, so
the race committee didn't have
to hear them all weekend.

There turned out to be no
need for complaints. On Satur-
day the weather provided
good double-trapping wind.
The wind dropped off a little
on Sunday, but five races were
still completed. It was wetsuit
weather since the lake water
was still on the cool side, but
the sun was out and kept the
air temperature in the mid to
high 70s. So sailors from all
over Oklahoma, Kansas,
Texas and even Missouri came
to Lewisville to participate in
the regatta. Some looked
puzzled as they sailed by the
“Domino's Pizza Delivers"
committee boat. (Where was

the nearest telephone when
you needed it after the first two
races?) There wasn't any
pizza, but there was plenty of
beer available and an appetiz-
ing dinner later that evening.

Six 17s showed up to race. It
was evident these skippers
had worked hard since just
acquiring their boats a few
months ago. They were very
competitive. The 17s were
started after the 16A start. This
placement worked very well.

The 16A fleet also main-
tained its reputation as being
extremely competitive.
Because of this, trophies were
awarded to the top eight
finishers in this fleet. Mark
Ralph of Fleet 23 held off Den-
nis McCredie, also of Fleet 23,
for the top honors. Sheila
Holmes and Karen Horton did
very well in finishing in sixth
place — with their pink tram-
poline and sails! They're on
the road to the women's
nationals.

There was a well-known sail-
ing figure racing among the
16As. Phil Berman, author of
performance manuals about
Hobie sailing, entered the
regatta with a crew he chose
onthe beach and they
trophied. He led a question/
answer session after the first
day of races, distributed give-
aways, and introduced his
latest book. We are very grate-
ful he was able to spend the
weekend with Fleet 23 and
race in the regatta.

Division 8 continued

13th Annual Walt Disney
World Hobie Regatta
Bay Lake, Walt Disney
World

March 15-16, 1986

Even though severe
weather alerts and tornado
watches were in effect for
most of Florida on Saturday,
March 15, over 100 Hobie Cats
arrived at the regatta site
ready to race. The skipper's
meeting at 11 a.m. was proba-
bly one of the shortest on
record as radar showed a
large storm was about to hit
the area. Sure enough, as the
last few words were spoken,
rain and lightning sent partici-
pants scrambling for shelter.
They were told a decision
would be made at 1 p.m. con-
cerning further activities for
the day. Maybe if you are
superstitious it would seem



RACE INFORMATION
Early Registration: Friday, August 8th
from 7-10 PM

Fees: Hobie 14, 14 Turbos & Hobie 17 - $15.00
Hobie 16, 18, 18 Magnums &
Hobie 33 - $18.00

Awards: For Skipper and Crews

5 Deep in all Classes

Master Trophies in all Classes
T-Shirts for Skipper and Crew

For more information call Jim & Cindy Deans
904/253-8592 or Roy Bertolet 904/672-7322.

Sponsored by: lite

REGISTER TO WIN A FREE ammm mm—
HOBIE CAT COURTESY OF: KING

INVITE YOU TO THE SUMMER
SIZZLER POINTS REGATTA

AUGUST 8th - 10th « DAYTONA BEACH, FLORIDA

GREATER DAYTONA BEACH AREA V.
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Join our fun-filled Hobie Regatta festival
on the ocean at Holiday Inn Surfside.
Weekend race activities include free Hot
Dog Roasts on the pool deck Saturday
and Sunday nights, live Reggae band
Saturday night, beer, soda, door prizes
and more!

* 400 Rooms & Efficiencies

* Two Outdoor Swimming Pools
¢ Tropical Pool Bar

¢ Jonathan’s Reef Restaurant

¢ Island Bar Lounge

Special rates:*
« $40.00 South Wing, Streetside
 $50.00 South Wing, Oceanfront
* $10.00 Kitchenette (extra per night)
* $10.00 Extra Person (per night)

*Rate is for single or double occupancy. To qualify for
this special group rate, reservations with first night
deposit must be made by July 8, 1986. Check-in:

3:00 P.M. Check-out: 11:00 A.

FOR RESERVA'HONS CALL

1-800-874-7426

(Inside Florida 1-800-545-3030)

MAIL TO: Holiday Inn Surfside - Reservations

2700 N. Atlantic Avenue

Daytona Beach, FL 32018
Please enclose first night deposit and return by July 8,
1986. Fill in all information and request preference. All
attempts will be made to accommodate your choice.

Name

Address

Phone Room Pref.
Arriv. Date Dep. Date

Enclosed payment:
Cash, Check, Money Order $

Credit Card (Type)
Credit Card #

)

Exp. Date Signature

HOBIE CAT POINTS REGATTA
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like the 13th annual regatta
would have to put up with this
sort of weather. In any event,
radar showed many more
storms headed our way and
forecasts were for at least six
more hours of severe weather
in central Florida. Skippers
were reconvened at 1 p.m. (in
the rain) and the decision was
made to cancel for the day.
This allowed the families to
enjoy the many fun things to
do at EPCOT and the Magic
Kingdom where they could be
inside out of the weather.
Other major events canceled
that day included the Bay Hills
Golf Classic, Winter Park Arts
Festival and many ball games.
It just wasn't our day!

Sunday still had storms but
they all missed us so with fre-
quent radio checks with radar

and ears listening for the
approach of thunderstorms,
two races were held in moder-
ate air. The winds shifted
frequently as storms passed
north or south of the area. This
regatta has a reputation for
helping the end of the fleet
catch the leaders by using the
wind shifts and this year was a
good example in both races.
Hal Downing did a fine job as
Race Committee Chairman
under the difficult conditions
and shifty winds. The starting
sequence took 55 minutes
since there were 10 different
classes but all of the starts
went smoothly. It was unfortu-
nate that more races could not
be held but the long sequence
and decreasing winds
resulted in a two-race regatta.
Even so, very little grumbling

DIVISION 1

KAILUA BLOW HARD REGATTA
DIVISION 1

HAWATI

MARCH 22, 1986

HOBIE 18A (Own Points)
1. McFaull/Kaan 2.3
2. Goodman/Goodman 6.0
HOBIE 188

1. Durnin/Kelley 5.5
2. DeRego/Lindo 5.8
3. Pevec/Pevec 8.0
4. Andresen/ 8.0

Dawn Beyer
HOBIE 16A

1. Jacobs/Boomla 6.
2. Irvine/Walter 7.
3. Schatz/Riddle 10.
4. Wythes/Orrick 11,
5. Myrter/Everest 13.
6. Fields/Fung 14.

ccocouvm

HOBIE 16B

l. Lemguist/ 6.8
Lemguist

2. Metzger/Jones 9.0

3. Orrick/Walker 10.0

4. Myhre/Leubbe 12.0

DIVISION 2

DANA POINT REGATTA
FLEET¢ 1 DIVISION 2
DANA POINT, CALIFORNIA
MARCH 22 - 23, 1986

HOBIE 18A POINTS

Parizeau, Paul
Timm, Steve
McGraw, Jock
Wright, Craig
Biakanja, Krist

Ty ey

HOBIE 18B POINTS

Lewis, Chris
Jenkins, Roger
Erway, Brian
Ybarrola, Tom
Miller, Rex

Vs W

HOBIE 18C

Savage, Jim
Wells, Kirk
Bjerring, Erik
Key, Jason
Zimmerman, Gene

Ty ey
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HOBIE 17 POINTS

3. tu
4. v
§. Fields, Bruce
HOBIE 16A POINTS
1
2
3.
4.
5
HOBIE 16B POINTS
1 Petron, Jeff
2 Ward, David
3. Saupstad, Chris
4 Kendall, Rock
Crider, Mike
HOBIE 16C POINTS

Tamalunas, Paul
Bescoby, Eric

VN

DIVISION 3

FLEET #17
FOLSOM LAKE, LIFORNIA
APRIL 12 - 13, 1986

HOBIE 18A

Baker, Bob
Rayfuse, Mike
Kitowski, Ron
Sullivan, Eric
Chaney, Vic
Yahalom, Rafi
Johnson, Ron
Westman, Gary
Goodell, Bart
0. Jeffries, Kirk

HO@LIO Ve WN -

HOBIE 18B

Steve
er, Don
Spain, Georgw
Ballou, Jeff
Wzinwright, B.
Johnson, Jerry
Berry, Ed
Borris, Chris

BLOU BN

1
1
1
1
1

HOBIE 17 POINTS

o

Poncin, John 3
Johnson, Doug 9
Mooneyham, W. 15
Ettl, Mike 17
Hollaway, Doug 1

VawNe |

was heard and most Hobie
Catters said they really
enjoyed Sunday'’s racing.

Even with the shifty winds, a
few teams showed they could
handle the conditions and
won both races. Bill Watters
with crew Richard Barton had
two bullets in the 18 Magnum
as did Joe Lung with crew
Sterling Hall in the 18B. Jim
McCann did the same in the
fast growing 17 class while Jim
Erwin took both races in 14A.
Inthe 14B, it was Bob Shireling
with two firsts. The 16C fleet
trophies were tightly contested
with only three points separat-
ing the top five places. Fred
Schmidt and John Nelson
came out on top and moved to
B fleet. With only two races
there were a number of ties as
might be expected. However,

6. Baumgartner, D. 18

7. 0O'Donnell 26

8. Williams, 27
HOBIE 16A_ POINTS
1 Porter, Pat 95

2 MacDonald, § 14

3, Skvarla, 18

4 Montague, Ed 18 3/4
5. Gustin, Jim 20

6 Timms, Bill 20 3/4
7 Montague, M. 26

8. Stitt, Marty 30

9 Boschma, Brian 30 3/4
10. Peter, Hans 38

11, Hess, Paul 4l

12. Vessy, Bruce 42

13. Katz, Ron 42

14. Carney, Bill 44

15. Arnerich, M. 48

16. Sloan, Doug 53
17. E 59

18. Dave 59

19. ghian, V.

20. hl, Rick 74

54
3. Burnette, Bill 66

128

3

4.

5

6

7. Gray, Leon 21
8. Gerritson, Hans 25
9. Howarth, Robert 25
10. Wyant, ff 25
11, Duane, ke 26
12. Lord, Tim 26
13. Overfield, D. 28
14. DeSotc, Brad 31
15. Newman, Mike 33
16. Urbanski, Ed. 34
17 s, Mike 50
18, Perry, Dale 57

it was interesting that there
were no ties for first place in
any of the ten fieets.

Assistance in giving out the
beautiful Disney supplied tro-
phies was provided by Pluto
and Goofy who water skied
over for the festivities. There
was plenty of beer and soft
drinks both days provided by
the Sailing Store. The Walt Dis-
ney World coordinator this
year was Paul Bosch and he
did a fine job along with many
of his fellow workers who
spent the weekend helping
everyone enjoy themselves.
Many people from the local
Fleet 11, the Sailing Store, the
Red Cross Sailing Club along
with other volunteers made
Jim McCann's job as Regatta
Chairman go smoothly except
for the weather.
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4 Payton, Russel 9
Young, Michael 13
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[ime Equals
Speed Equals
allenge

An Interview
with Jeff King

b y d a n m a n g u s

Alpha Speedweek ‘86 was extended one
day for a chance to set a new world speed
record. The one who came out on top was
Jeff King, 28, from Encinitas, California. He
was born in Hawaii, while his father was in
the service, but was raised on the beach in
north San Diego County. He is a well
travelled surfing veteran with extensive big
wave knowledge. Three years ago, his
brother and friends got him started
boardsailing. Four days later he was out in
the waves in Oceanside and he was
hooked on his new-found sport for good.
After a lot of practice, and a new board
design, he emerged to be the fastest on the
water and set a new boardsailing world
speed record on the 100-meter course at
Palm Springs.

At a new distance, and a new speed, he
became a new champion. His time would
be the one to beat. The stage was set to
find out more. Who is Jeff King? What
makes him faster? My curiosity was bub-
bling, so | set up a short interview with Jeff
o answer some questions.
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HL: Hi Jeff, thanks for joining us. | guess
a good place to start would be to find out a
little of your background. What is your
occupation?

JK: Well, | guess you could say 'm a
professional boardsailor. Currently, 'm the
Vice President of Richard Whyte Profes-
sional Windsurfing Products in Los
Angeles. We send hundreds of products
throughout the world to dealers and mail
order customers. We also design new
products within the sport, our latest being
a new concept in waist harnesses utilizing
a full batten back support system.

HL: What other interests to you have
besides boardsailing?

JK: Well, after looking out of the barrel in
giant Hawaiian surf, it's hard to have to
many outside interests, but | am a basket-
ball fanatic. | play jazz guitar and | snow ski
once or twice each season. | spend a lot of
time writing for major windsurfing publica-
tions and screenplays for future motion
pictures. | also study theology; | want to
know what happened; creation or evolu-
tion, it bugs the hell out of me.

HL: When did you start surfing?

JK: | started in '64 at seven years old, on
a seven foot balsa wood board my dad
made while we were living on Guam. |
actually started surfing full time in 1970.

HL: It seems like surfing has been a big
part of your life. Have you made any major
contributions to that sport?

JK: 1 am what you might call the protege
of surfing legend Mike Doyle, who
invented the Morey/Doyle soft surfboard,
in which | played a major role in testing and
design back in 1976. These boards can be
found in just about every beach rental
stand in the world, because of their forgiv-
ing, durable structure.

HL: How and when did you get involved
in windsurfing?

JK: My friends Richard Whyte and Mike
Doyle had been pressuring me for years to
give it atry, and when | saw surf sailing on
Kauai and Maui, | felt stupid for not taking
their advice. So back on the mainland, in
March of '83, my brother David and Dave
Dominy got me started. We went up to the
Carlsbad Lagoon and they pushed me out
on a custom 10 foot 6 inch Doyle board
with thruster fins. It took me four days to
learn how to tack on the bunnie pond, then
| followed the boys out into the surf on day
five. | must have repaired my broken mast
fifty times. Since then | have devoted
nearly all my time to windsurfing and trying
to make a living at it.

HL: Making a living at windsurfing can
be difficult, do you have any sponsors?

JK: Aside from Professional Windsurfing
Products, | am sponsored by: Rainbow
Sailboards, Tornado Wetsuits, Moonlight
Glassing, Andre Lefevere Sails, Oakley
Sunglasses, Streamline Booms and
Bases, Gotcha Sportswear, and I'm looking
for a car sponsor at this time.

HL: How did you get involved in speed

Frank A. Baldridge

sailing?

JK: At “The Ponds.” The first boardsailor
to discover The Ponds, Vance Wright, is a
good friend of mine, so | went out there
with Dave Dominy and Leroy Grannis to
check it out. The first few times | went | was
totally blown away with the consistent high
wind conditions and potential for high
speed equipment designs, so combined
with the fact that there is very little wind in
San Diego and tons of it at The Ponds, |
became a speed sailor.

HL: What did you think of Alpha
Speedweek?

JK: I'thought it was an excellent idea of
Alpha and Hobie Cat to have a contest at
The Ponds. Especially having sophisti-
cated timing equipment, it gave everyone
a good idea of how fast they were really
going. Before that we were all just guess-
ing. It was also nice to compete against the
top names in the sport.

HL: What kind of equipment did you use
in the unlimited speed trials?

JK: I used a stock Rainbow sall,
designed by Lefevere and a special Moon-
light speed board. The board was
designed by Mike Doyle and myself. it is 12
feet long and 17 inches wide with a shallow
double concave bottom. It was shaped by
surfboard/sailboard shaper Dan Van
Zanten of Del Mar. My fins were designed
by Curtis Hesselgrave, who has been mak-
ing my fins for a decade.

HL: Most speed boards are short speed
needles, but yours is different, why?

JK: I'm experimenting with water line
concepts, along with rail and deck
designs. You know Crossbow is a big, long
catamaran that holds the fastest attained
speed record on the water ever by a
sailing craft. | think water line has a lot to do
with it. The length can take you through the
soft spots of less wind. Most speed
boardsailors think the less wetted surface

on the water will be faster. But my idea is
longer water line, with special rail and
bottom design, which proves to be worthy
of further investigation.

HL: Do you really think speed sailing is
all equipment design or is it who gets the
best puff?

JK: Well, | agree you need to be in the
right spot at the right time and get the big
puff, but you definitely need to be strong
enough to hold as much sail as possible
and have a fast board. Maybe | was not
any faster than any of the other few top
riders, but | was consistently more efficient.
That's why | think | won. On Monday, | was
officially fastest. On Tuesday, Fred Hay-
wood was fastest, unofficially. On
Wednesday, it was far better than Monday
and Tuesday, so who knows what the new
record will be. On any given day someone
else might be faster. | just did it at the right
time, at the right place, and as usual luck
played a major role.

HL: What do you think the speed limits
are for boardsailing?

JK: I think a sailboard will be the fastest
craft on the water and The Ponds has the .
potential to be the right spot for the record.
Now that | know what 37 miles per hour is,
I have something to compare with my
future runs. | know that | have sailed faster
and we are all anxious to have another
shot at a new record. Haywood says he
knows he will go faster, somewhere around
45 miles per hour. There is a new, demand-
ing need to have more speed trial events,
to have the clocks and judging system
more readily available, maybe to have it all
on call, so when the conditions are right,
we can go. Il be contacting some major
sponsors in an effort to secure the funds
necessary to hold a 100-meter speed trial
for a two week event, which | feel will be
sufficient time to break the current world
record. Frankly, the only record in my mind
is Crossbow’s 36.60 knots (approx. 42
mph).

HL: What did you think of the 100-meter
course compared to 500 meters?

JK: I'think everyone enjoyed the shorter
course, it is more in proportion to a sail-
board. The 500-meter course was
designed for big boats, their hull speed
and momentum would carry them through
the lulls. The 100-meter course is more
exciting, with quicker results for the com-
petitor as well as the spectator. Besides, I'm
interested in speed runs, not marathons. |
think this event will set a precedent
throughout the world —that speed sailing
at this distance is here to stay.

HL: How do you feel about being the
current world record holder?

JK: It's great to brag about the record to
friends and relatives who know little about
windsurfing, but knowing that | and a few
others have gone faster gives me the
incentive to break the ultimate speed sail-
ing record, to be the fastest sailing craft in
the world. -
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Waveski

Editor’s Note: Bill Baldwin (also the artist
responsible for "Baldwins Corner,” has been
surfing waves off the California coast for
many years and has worked as a surfboard
shaper. He took up Waveskis® years ago at
a time when few people in the United States
had heard of them and surfers looked on
them with suspicion.

Any time | see a new water toy, | look for
different ways to play with it. | was recently
very surprised to find out that Waveskis®
make excellent waterskis when they are
towed behind a powerboat. | first began to
ride waveskis about 12 years ago as a
surfer. My only experience with them was
in the surf, and | had never even consid-
ered trying one behind a boat. It was not
until | met Danny Broadhurst, designer of
the Alpha Wave 130 and 150 Waveskis®,
that | found out that you could use itin
other ways. Danny insisted that one of the
things his designs did well was waterski.
We decided to humor him but based all of
our testing research on the boards' surfing
and paddling characteristics. We were in
for a pleasant surprise.

My first experience behind a boat was
during the shooting of the Alpha Waveski®

video for the Hobie Cat advertising depart-
ment. Since wed completed the surfing
and paddling sequences, Mel Wills and |
agreed to shoot some footage with the
boards being pulled behind one of Hobie
Cat's test boats. Since | was used to surf-
ing, | felt really uneasy about giving up my
paddie, but | found that the board was
easy to sit on and did not tend to tip over,
particularly if | let one leg hang over the
side. The guys in the boat tossed me the
ski line and | braced myself for an arm-
wrenching waterski takeoff. Again, | was
pleasantly surprised. Since the board
floated me completely there was no feeling
of “taking off” as there often is when water-
skiing —the board just started moving with
very little pull. At about 5-8 miles per hour
the ride was very stable, and at around 10
mph, | was on a clean plane. As we
increased speed to around 15-18 mph, it
was possible to get good cuts across the
wake, and at over 20 mph we were consis-
tently getting air when we crossed the
wakes.

The board we were using was set up
with a seat belt and three standard fins:
two small fins on the outside, and a 4-inch
central fin. All of the fins were moved all the
way forward in a position that seemed to
make the board easy to turn. In other runs,
we used even smaller, cutaway fins and
found that they increased the board's per-
formance and made it even easier to turn.
We havent tried other fin set-ups yet, but |
think that there are some real interesting
possibilities using a twin fin arrangement,
or a slightly larger single center fin.

We got the best performance at a little
under 25 mph. At that speed we had a balll
crossing the wake and seeing who could
get the most air. We could consistently
clear the water by six inches to one foot
(which seems really high when you are
sitting down!). If we ever get some perfect,
glassy conditions that would let us ski
faster I'm sure wel'll get much higher. At
over 25 or 30 mph, the ride got pretty
bumpy. Since the boards have many times
the planing surface of a waterski, you feel
the chop more and this is compounded by
not being able to use your legs as shock
absorbers to ride over it. The solution was
simple; we went a little slower and got
back in control.

Here are some tips Id like to pass along
to all you would-be waterwaveskiiers:

] » Use the seat belt. Make sure it is snug
so that you can use your hips to turn. If you
don' use a belt you might twist your ankle
coming out of the footstraps. If you have
never used a seat belt, it takes a bit of
getting used to. Most people just don't like
the idea of being attached to the board.
The best way is to practice “bailing” on
land. Sit on the board and familiarize your-
self with where the flip latch is. Once you're

comfortable with that, go out in the water
with the belt on and tip yourself over and
practice bailing out there. Once you see
how easy itis, you'll stop worrying about it.
(Sorry, but you'll have to get your head
wet).

2 = Wear the right stuff. If it's cold, wear a
wet or drysuit. Wear a life jacket, and make
sure that you attach all of the straps, so that
the jacket fits securely. | recommend wear-
ing ski gloves. You will find that having non-
skid gloves makes it easier to hold onto the
ski line and will let you ski longer before
you fatigue.

3 = Put alittle padding in the seatwell.
You'l find that unless you have some “natu-
ral" padding back there, you will get a little
sore after a ski session. (I speak from
personal experience).

4- Get the best performance. Try holding
the ski line low when you turn. Since an
Alpha Waveski® is very wide compared to
a waterski, when you are outside the wake
making a cut, it will want to ride flat. If you
hold the ski line high, it has more of a
tendency to pull you flat which keeps you
from getting as far to the outside as you
could. You will also find that holding the
handle vertically against your stomach
when you cross the wake to get some air,
will allow you to complete the jump with a
greater degree of control. If you tend to
nose in when you jump, remember to keep
your head up and look at the horizon.
When you look down, you tend to lean
forward and, well let's not discuss head
injuries. Just remember to keep that head
up.

5. Doubles. Unless you and your partner
are both experienced skiers, | recommend
avoiding this because you have to have
unequal lengths of tow rope to be able to
cross, and you run the risk of running over
the front skier, or “clotheslining” him if you
dont lift the rope to let him go under. Ski
one at atime and get radical for
excitement.

Of course there are just about infinite
variations in being towed behind a power-
boat. How about skiing behind a
catamaran? How about leaving the fins off
and doing 360s? One of the joys of new
products is that the only limit is one's
imagination. If you find a particularly inter-
esting way to use the Alpha Waveski®,
send a short description or some 35 mm
slides of your method to HOTLINE. S
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“You can run
but you can't

hide!”

ORIFGRA S

"

at pro-lactic trailerable hull covers available for Hobie 14, 16, 17, and 18. Regular crotchless, full
hamess, and buckets. Deluxe crotchless full harness and buckets. Micro speed seats, conventional full and buckets. Al
available in all Hobie sail schemes.
Also: The cat back pack, tramp & wing covers, rudder & daggerboard covers, mast & sail bags, boat & foot
straps, tool pouches & Comptip™ mast covers.
Call or send for your free catalog!

GRIFGRABERS

" ™

Sailing Accessories ® Customized Orders
P.0. Box 1724

Hurst, Texas 76053

{817) 282-2812

Look for us at your local dealers MC/VISA
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Personal Rescue Light—RL-2 £

Compact and lightweight, this very high intensity
xenon gas strobe flasher is an important part of any
Catamaran or Sailboarder’s gear. Can be worn on
upper arm, safety harness or fastened to foul-
weather jacket. Fully sealed, the unit is
powered by one “C” cell
alkaline battery (not
included). Unit flashes
for over 24 hours and
is waterproof to 120
feet. Measures 5" h x
12" dia. Weight: 5 oz.
Part No. 11-3001.
Dealer inquiries
welcome.

Distributed by:

ﬁ MURRAYS MARINE

P.O. Box 490 « Carpinteria, CA 93013
805/684-8393

GIANT
HEAVY DUTY
INFLATABLE BOATS
2 MAN $38
3 MAN $50
4 MAN $65

Call Free
Before Midnight For The Next 30 Days

As part of an advertising test, Dun/ap Boat Mfg. will
send any of the above size boats to anyone who
reads and responds to this test before the next 30
days. Each Boat Lot No. (Z-26 PVC) is constructed
of tough high density fabric (resistant to abrasions,
sunlight, salt & oil), electronically welded embos-
sed seams, nylon safety line grommeted all around,
heavy duty oar locks, 3 separate air chambers for
extra safety (4 air chambers in 4-man), self-locking
safety valves, bow lifting & towing handle and are
recommended for marine, ocean and fresh water
recreation, camping, fishing or a family fun boat.
Each boat will be accompanied with a LIFETIME
guarantee that it must perform 100% or it will be
replaced free. Add $7 handling & crating for each
boat requested, Dunlap Boat Mfg. pays all shipping.
If your order is received within the next ten days
you will receive FREE a combined hand/foot in-
flator/deflator bellows style pump for each boat re-
quested. Should you wish to return your boat you
may do so for a full refund. Any letter postmarked
after 30 days will be returned. LIMIT three (3) boats
per address, no exceptions. Send appropriate sum
together with your name and address to: Boat Dept.
#103-B, Dunlap Boat Mfg., 2940 W. Pico Bivd., Los
Angeles, CA 90006, or for fastest service from any
part of the country call 1-800-824-9988 for Boat
Dept. #103-B (Calif. residents call collect
213-735-9363), before midnight seven days a week.
Have credit card ready.

HOGS BREATH
IS BETTER
THAN

NO BREATH

AT ALL.

ORDER
NOW

800-826-6969

Ft. Walton Beach, FL
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foster's lager

alpha speed week

he first Alpha Speedweek had
everything anyone ever bargained for and
more. The winds almost blew us all away.
Then they died leaving only a little fun in
the sun, only to return to produce enough
power for a new world record.

A Dream Takes Shape

The story starts aimost one year ago,
when Karlton Spindle an Alpha dealer from
Riverside, California, had a dream to hold
a speed sailing contest at “The Ponds.”
This was the new “mecca” of boardsailing,
and it just happened to be in Southern
California. Since he was one of the largest
Alpha dealers and Alpha had one of the
fastest production boards in the world, the
natural step was to go to the people at
Hobie Cat, the U.S. distributor of Alpha,
and ask them if they wanted to get
involved. “Sure! That's a great idea,” they
said, where do we start?

Well, if you didn't already know, Hobie
Cat is the largest sailboat class in the world
and if you've never been to one of their big
events, they really know how to throw a
regatta. It seemed like there was no end to
what had to be done: months and months
of planning, meetings, permits, and pure

by d an m angus
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creation. This was going to be no slam
dunk.

The list of agencies were contacted, the
wheels started to roll, and the dream went
into full swing. Staging an event of this size
took a tremendous amount of cooperation
from several government agencies; the
Bureau of Land Management, the
Coachella Valley Water District, the County
of Riverside, the City of Palm Springs and
the Cal Trans Highway Department. Sandy
Banks, the executive director of the event,
had the task of organizing every phase of
the week down to the last detail. He
chose his event team and proceeded to
put everything into perspective.

After countless trips to the desert, the
permits were finally obtained, the media
was informed and the word was out all
over the windsurfing world. Alpha Speed-
week '86, was to be the first boardsailing
speed trials event in America. It was like
starting a revolution. The phone never
stopped ringing off the hook. Competitors
and spectators alike wanted to make sure
that all their questions were answered so
they wouldn' be left out on all the fun and
excitement of “history in the making.”

As the event got closer more ideas
came up. More people became involved.
Things were getting done. The energy was
magnetic. Foster's Lager came aboard as
the title sponsor, Volkswagen of America
was named the official car and the Hobie
HOTLINE was asked to do the program as
an insert in the regular publication. (see
HOTLINE May/June 1986) The list of com-
petitors was growing rapidly. Some of the
big names in the sport of speed sailing
called to say they would be there.

Three weeks before the event, a press
conference was held at New Balloons, the
popular local establishment in Palm
Springs, for a large group of reporters and
filmmakers who would cover the event.

Wind Teases

peed Week

The timing equipment was explained to the
media as were the type of courses to be
run and the list of activities planned.

Siaping The Desert

“The Ponds” is a very unique sailing
location adjacent to Windy Point near Palm
Springs, which is about a 90 minute drive
southeast of Los Angeles. The cool air of
the coastal L.A. basin funnels through a
pass between large mountains and emp-
ties into the hot desert of the Coachella
Valley. This creates a natural venturi effect
that produces strong winds directed right
at The Ponds. So much wind, in fact, that
hundreds of huge wind-powered electric
generators were installed in the area to
harness its power. The Ponds were created
to hold water from the Colorado River while
it filters back down into to the groundwater
to help replenish the supply for a valley that
has been transformed from arid desert into
a vacation resort and agricultural commu-
nity. The Ponds are long, narrow, flat water
drag strips, which lay perpendicular to the
prevailing wind direction. This makes them
perfect for speed sailing.

Boardsailors Vance Wright and Butch
Mayo discovered this sailing paradise
about three years ago and their secret
slowly spread. This was the place where
experienced sailors could finally come get
their arms stretched out and satisfy their
need to go fast.

A road grader and water truck were
hired and brought in to make a new
entrance road across the desert and to
construct a large parking area that was
needed. Thirty large construction con-
tainers were trucked in and placed by the
ponds. These were to be used to store the
50 boards and 150 rigs that were being
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Karl Stumvoll of Germany was one of
the 206 competitors that enjoyed the
bursts of speed that teased the sail-
ors with its infrequency. Having fun
in the sun, means cruising around
checking it out, painting your cheeks
while you're catching a tan.
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supplied by Hobie Cat. A double-decker
English-style bus was placed between the
two competition ponds to serve as race
control. A large trailer was set up by R and
R Concessions for the food, fresh water
was delivered; everything had to be
brought in to create the venue.

The weekend before the event, while
everything was being put into place,
mother nature decided to show us that she
was still boss. On Saturday the wind really
started to kick up to between 60-80 mph.
Some of the 20-foot-long construction con-
tainers (weighing 5,000 pounds each)
started to move. As the big puffs came
through, a few of the containers were rolled
over like a pair of dice, and the area was
cleared for safety. That night, the wind
increased even more, to a recorded 113
mph. The next morning 13 of the con-
tainers were found blown off the dikes into
the ponds. Modifications had to be made,
the containers were plucked out of the
water and all turned head to wind to try to
prevent them from moving again, thus
reminding everybody of the rule “If you
want to see it again, tie it down.”

By Monday the sailing equipment
arrived and was assembled. Sailors began
to show up and sail in some good winds
from 20-40 knots. On Tuesday night the
wind got back up to 87 mph. The condi-
tions looked promising.

Time For The Event

Wednesday was registration, with all 206
competitors, from all over the U.S., Canada
and Europe, lining up at the bus to receive
their registration packet. Then most of
them went over to the warm-up areas and
checked out boards so they could prac-
tice. Some went to the sail check-in area to
get the event logo sticker on their unlimited
sails. That evening the welcome party at
New Balloons kept competitors, staff and
the press entertained. Food, drink and
music flowed as everyone discussed how
anxious they were for the event to begin,
while they watched Miss Alpha and her
court crowned.

The Thursday morning skipper's meet-
ing laid out the game plan for the next four
days. The Men would start on the slalom
pond and use the Alpha 100 SL slalom
boards. The Women and Masters (men
over 35 years of age) would start on the
speed pond using the Alpha 110 G speed
gun boards. It was explained that once
those events were completed, each of the
classes would switch places until they
were finished. After those were completed
they would move onto the one-on-one
drag racing on the Alpha 110 G. Finally, the
unlimited speed trials, to be sailed on the
board and salil of their choice, would take
place. The one design racing was going to
be a true test of sailing ability while the
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Most of the competitors were anxious to cool off
in the hot sun by participating in the paddling
contests. Playing smashball was one of the many
games people played while praying for air and
trying to stay patient with mother nature. The
giant structures erected to the wind gods told the
story of glassy breathless days.
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Lori Rafferty

unlimited event was designed to be man
and his equipment against the clock. The
rules were discussed, the drawing of start-
ing order was done and the elimination
ladders were posted.

Everything seemed ready to go, but one
thing was missing. The wind just couldn't
make up its mind. First it would come up to
10-20 knots, then it would die. A men's
slalom heat on a figure-eight course was
started. Then the wind would die again
only to force a cancellation. We tried time
and time again, but never with enough
wind to complete a heat. Meanwhile, over
on the speed pond, the women were
trying their best to time the puffs just right
to sail through the 100-meter course that
had been set.

Currently the RYU (Royal Yachting
Union) had delegated all the speed trial
events to be governed by the WSSA
(World Speed Sailing Association). It was
established for big sailboats to race each
other on a 500-meter course. When sail-
boards came along and wanted to race
they said they would have to do it on the
same course and by the same rules. There
has been basically three major speed salil-
ing events held around the world: in
England, France and Australia. All have
been controlled by the WSSA on their long
course. Most speed sailors felt the need for
a shorter course but nothing could be
done to break the strong British tradition.
Not until Alpha Speedweek, was a 100-
meter course set and sailed at any speed
trials event.

A certified surveyor was brought in to
shoot, mark and stake the 100-meter
course. Two buoys were set in the water to
mark the start and two were placed at the
finish. A sophisticated timing system was
purchased and set in place to record the
start and finish of a each competitor. It
would then display the time and speed on
a digital scoreboard. Two United States
Yacht Racing Union (USYRU) judges were
at the course to help operate the timing
equipment and observe each run for its
fairness and authenticity. All the times were
typed on a tally tape by the timing machine
and also hand written down by a scribe on
a score sheet.

The women continued to patiently make
runs with each puff, until each of them had
completed six runs. Capturing first place in
the women's class on Alpha equipment
was Ulrike Stehle of Bavaria, Germany,
clocked at 8.17 seconds. Stehle, age 24,
held the prestigious title of Boardsailing
World Cup Winner in 1980. Ann Nelson of
San Diego, California came in second with
atime of 8.34 seconds. Nelson, age 27,
won the silver medal in sailboarding in the
1984 Olympic Games Boardsailing Exhi-
bition event. Rounding out the top five
were Heidi Stubbs of Los Gatos, California;
Kelby Anno of Maui, Hawaii; and Jackie
Dobson of Cayucos, California.

For the next three days, the high pres-
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sure and the mild Santa Ana winds
frustrated the staff and competitors. The
temperatures ran up into the 100s. There
was a lot of sitting around telling lies about
how fast they would be if only the wind
would come. Still everyone's spirits stayed
high. It was noboby's fault. No one had
control except mother nature. Each morn-
ing people would show up hoping the
weather pattern would change to produce
wind. Most people wouldn't complain; it
was, after all, another beautiful day in the
sun, so we decided to make the best of it
and put out a call to form teams for some
paddling and swimming races. You've got
to go with what you've got. Thousands of
spectators lined the dikes on Saturday and
Sunday to cheer each of the competitors in
the fun races. The winners received some
great prizes such as special Alpha Speed-
week coolers by Coleman, and lots of cold
Foster's Beer. Jackie Brown of Canada and
Darren Hamm of Las Vegas entertained
everyone with some spectacular freestyle
in the very light breeze.

The competitors were also treated to
talks by Alpha sailboard designer Walter
Feldtanzer of Vienna, Austria and a helpful
speed clinic featuring top world record
speed sailor Fred Haywood; Jeff Magnan,
designer for Gaastra Sails and Barry Span-
ier of Maui/Pryde Sails. Sunday ended with
a good sign that the wind was shifting
back to its prevailing direction. Once
again, the next day looked promising.

The awards banquet, hosted at The Spa
Hotel, was held that evening. Hobie Cat
president, Doug Campbell, thanked the
competitors for participating in the event,
and said he was going to continue the
event one day for the unlimited speed trials
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only. He went on to say that each com-
petitor would receive a $100 gift certificate
to be used toward any Alpha product as a
show of appreciation for their enthusiasm
during a no-wind event. He made a spe-
cial tribute and thanks to Sandy Banks for
all the work he had done to make the event
a success. The trophies were then pre-
sented with thanks to the agencies,
groups, businesses and individuals that
really went the extra mile in making the
event happen. After a great meal, every-
one went to the New Balloons for a
celebration.

Monday And The Days Beyond

We all awoke on Monday hoping some-
thing would be different. It was. The wind
was already blowing from the right direc-
tion and it looked like we were in another
good cycle. The clean-up started; the
inventory and packing began. We only left
a couple of things out so they would be
ready to go when the good wind hit: the
timing equipment and the boards and
sails.

Well, the wind finally picked up about
noon and kept building all afternoon. With
the winds gusting in excess of 30 knots, to
the delight of the serious boardsailors,
more than 275 runs were attempted with
150 completed. Jeff King of Encinitas, Cali-
fornia, age 28, had the fastest time of the
day and set the new official world record
on the 100-meter course with a time of 6.05
seconds at a speed of 32.135 knots or
36.98 mph. King used his special 12-foot
speed needle. The women'’s record for

100-meter speed sailing was set by Patti
Whitcomb of Maui, Hawaii, age 35, with a
time of 6.57 seconds at a speed of 30.295
knots or 34.05 mph on her own unlimited
equipment. Karlton Spindle of Riverside,
California, set the record for the fastest
Alpha, a totally stock Alpha110 G and 7.0
Alpha sail with a time of 7.08 seconds at a
speed of 27.3 knots or 31.5 mph. Others
also made some great runs and everyone
finally got a chance to show their stuff. (See
results in Racing Section.)

Tuesday proved to be even more excit-
ing. All of the judges and staff had to leave
because of prior commitments, but the
timing equipment was left with Karlton
Spindle. He gathered a few friends to help
operate the clock and the speed runs
continued. Even though the runs on Tues-
day were slated as unofficial, the wind
increased and the times got faster and
faster. After the end of the day the results
were tallied to find that Fred Haywood of
Maui, Hawaii, age 35, set another record
with atime of 5.75 seconds at a speed of
38.91 mph. Everyone that stayed for
Wednesday said the wind was even better.

So, who knows what tomorrow will
bring? The short course was a proven
success, exciting for both the competitor
and the spectator, especially when you're
at a perfect speed sailing spot like The
Ponds.

A very special “thank you" to all those
folks at Hobie Cat, Alpha and all the help-
ers and volunteers that did such a great
job to make the first Alpha Speedweek a
success. Just in case you're wondering,
plans are already being made for next
year, so be on the lookout for Alpha Speed-
week '87. e
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Sportsr Rack Pads Tie-Down Straps

SPORTS RACK PADS

Protect your sailboard or other light water craft
with these 18” nylon covered pads.
Available in Red, Blue, Gray & Black
$12.95 PAIR Custom Sizes up to 70” in length $26.95 PAIR |

PATENT PENDING

TIE-DOWN STRAPS
Secure your load with this 12’ closed end loop E Z ST E PW

polypropylene strap, with easy to use casted aluminum

cam buckle. This strap is also an excellent way to
e This step I a0 an excele STEP YOUR MAST WITH EASE & SAFETY
$11.95 PAIR Available in Red, Bright Blue, Light Blue, Raise and lower mast single handedly - Attaches quickly without
Black, White, Green & Yellow tools - Stabilizes mast completely - No modification to boat - uses
winch on trailer or block and tackle off trailer (optional at extra
Please note when ordering straps if you intend to charge) - Adjusts to fit any Catamaran - Rust proof aluminum and
STRAP YOUR CAT or use with sports rack system. stainless steel.
$95.50 F.O.B. Factory
TO ORDER, SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO fregr’(;‘;‘r”dgzaclte’ 3.50 Freight & handling
NORTHWEST CREATIONS '
8760 S.W. 69th ™~ 1232 E. 2nd Street
Portland, OR 97223 POSTAGE PAID BASS Tulsa, Oklahoma 74120
\ \ Products (918) 584-3553

(503) 245-6532 WITHIN CONTINENTAL US.

CATAMARANRACING || Wi P L o Ly

by RICK WHITE

Here it is! A 42"’ hollow braid with an internal
shock cord: The Hobie 18 righting system. It
attaches to the boat at the front crossbar with

a shackle and ring. Or, it attaches with a cord
thru the daggerboard shock-cord tie-off hole in
the deck. Either way maintains an ultra-low
profile for this righting system. It ties off at the
rudder pin on the transom, allowing access to
the righting system from the lower hull when
capsized. Works great as a crew safety line, too!

A leading champion
discusses the unique
challenges of racing
multihulls. Includes
chapters by Hobie
Alter, Randy Smyth,
and other experts.

Sailing Spirit
1619 Mill Street, P.O. Box 44
Peninsula, OH 44264

Rush me CATAMARAN RACING. Enclosed is my
check. | have added $1.50 for postage.

Or, VISA # MC #

hardcover ($17.95) paperback ($12.95)

Credit card holders may also order by calling
(216) 657-2030.

Only $39.95

See your Local Dealer or order from us:

sl Sailing Systems, Inc. 4815 Amy Drive
CITY _____ STATE ZIP Crystal Lake, Il. 60014 (815) 455-4599
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Hot Products

Murray’s Buys Entire Grippeez
Stock

Murray's Marine of Carpinteria, California, has purchased the
entire stock of Grippeez deck shoes from BC products of Denver,
Colorado. Grippeez, worn by sailors in both the Worrell and Hog's
Breath 1000 races this year, are designed to provide support and
traction on wet decks and rails. The shoes are made with
waterproof PVC uppers and “Octopus Grip” soles. Murray's has
lowered the price from $36.95 per pair to $29.95 per pair. For
more information, contact Murray's Marine, P.O. Box 490, Carpin-
teria, CA 93013 or call 805-684-8393.

Grifgrabbers Presents Deluxe
Harness

In search of greater comfort, Grifgrabbers has created a

Deluxe Crotchless Harness. The new harness is made of quarter-

inch ethafoam and number 400 Denier Pack Cloth. According to
Grifgrabbers, this combination results in more durability and
comfort. Thigh straps are also padded and the full harness has a
separate adjustable pillow for lower back support. The new
harness is equipped with four 2-inch cam buckles and two 1-inch
quick release buckles. The new harness is available in all Hobie
color schemes. For more, contact Gary Griffin at Grifgrabbers
Sailing Accessories, P.O. Box 1724, Hurst, Texas 76053 or call
817-282-2812.

Sizzling Specials
from Helmar Sports!

Deep See Surf Sock. Provides
warmth, comfort & protection. Neoprene
boot/soft sole. Color: Navy Blue

Sizes: XS, S, M, L, XL

(Women order one size smaller) 8
Price: $16.95 M

Ladies’ Casio Watch.
Casio’s® new ladies racing
walch with countdown alarm.
Water resistant.

Women: (LW-60) $29.95

Men: ot shown) (W-26) $24.95

Deep See Gear Bag. Siurdy bag with
exclusive windtunnel design allows damp items inside
to air dry. Colors: Hawaiian Blue or Black.

Deep See | (21"x 11") $21.95 Py
Deep See Il (27" x 13") $31.00
Deep See Il (32" x 14") $41.95

To order send check or money order
for total amount plus $2.00 shipping to:

HELMAR SPORTS
P.O. Box 1078-H, Maywood, NJ 07607

NJ res. add 6% sales tax.

240 Cedar Ave.. Hackensack, NJ 07601

< A )

" FULL COLOR CREATIVE
ART WORKS FOR ALL BOAT
& SAILBOARD LOVERS

l

} HAVING THE GOOD FEELING OF A
SAILING AT ANY TIME YOU WANT

l There are many varieties you can choose

} from, and special order is welcome.

I

I

FOR DETAILS, SEND 3 DOLLARS FOR A CATALOG
REFUNDED WITH FIRST ORDER TO.

M.K. CHIANG STUDIO

952 EAST 107TH ST., BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11236 \ﬁ«g

N, A

DANGER

Extreme caution must be
observed when
launching and sailing
near overhead wires. A
mast near a wire could
be fatal!

SHOW YOUR COLORS

YOUR OWN HOBIECAT,  EXPERTLY APPLIQUED
ON TOP QUALITY SWEATSHIRTS ‘

~ Customized To Your Specifications
- 50% Cotton / 50% Polyester Shirts

= An Ideal Gift
= Sail Numbers Avallable

CALL NOW [312] 724-3207

—d

3143 Bellwood Lane
Glenview, lllinois 60025

PERSONAL SAILWEAR
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Continued from page 16

SA/L REPAIR HOBIE BRIEFS

\

B NSRRI SR ) & HOTLINE Wants to Hear from
YEARS, c =

WINDOW INSTALLATION, BOLTRORE . JI /‘ Alpha Sailors

AND BATTEN POCKET REPAIRS, oz — This is the fourth issue of the HOTLINE which has included

TRAMPOLINE WORK, ETC. FIVE
TO TEN DAY TURN AROUND.
EXCELLENT WORKMANSHIP,

e articles, information, interviews, tips and news about Alpha
Sailboards and Waveskis®. It is time we heard from you. We know

INSURANGE. ‘ESTIMATES i 5| you'e out there, and we figure you must be having at least as
wodle s p el ie @ ‘ @‘/ L2{10) much fun as we're having, or more. So, share your good times
TIME AVAILABILITY. o \ '. ;Nith us e;nd the other HOTLINE readers. Tell us about your
CALL FOR QUOTE OR [ A avorite hot spots, your travel stories and your humorous days of
225 YOUE gg: gg‘ _,,3_ ‘ Q walking on water. Send us some slides of the great times on your
ALSO e | Alpha. By the way, is there anything you'd like to see us do? Any
wotper COVERS © s ‘ good ideas? Keep those, slides, cards, letters, and photos
s j C) coming in. Send your Alpha communication to Hobie HOTLINE,
Hobie Cat AT ]| P.O. Box 1008, Oceanside, CA 92054, Attention: Alpha Editor.

“Banana Peel -\ l—="t—7F

S
cwvers /L ———F | HOBIE HOT TIPS

e —
Continued from page 19
Ry Peels” designed to fit the hulls snugly by utilizing delrin zippers . . :
Bt o iy i i i el ol e el iy Throw away all pla§tnc nuts and replace them with new stainless
storage or mast down towable without disconnecting the bridle or sidestays. steel ones, but don't overtighten them. Next, check all your tramp
Hobie 16 "Banana Peela" are $295.00 a set and $95.00 for the trampoline cover. 3 ¥ s
The Hobie 18 "Banana Peed” is cne-piece, covering the entire hulls and tramp grommets and lacing, then get a friend to help you tighten your
T e i e s, il B iR, A Detia trampoline lacing as tight as possible. With this complete your
14~day deliv for s 1 colors. All orders prepaid will be shipped UPS 1 i i i
foeioht pai. TALL other acdars will be shipped (P, OO incluting Freight. boat will be stiff and you will have more control over it.
For price guide on sail repairs and info on other manufactured items, contact: Check the mast and rigging carefully as this is where mast
Chris Rooke 1744 Prescott So. s .
won sisses ROOKE SAILS s o 0 force is exerted. Look for loose rivets and small cracks. If your

mast leaks, apply silicone sealant to all pop rivets where mast-
head and mast meet and around the mast tang. Go over
shrouds, forestay, jib halyard, main halyard and bridle wires
checking for frays and rust. Pay attention to the ends where the
B N loops are.
The rudders and rudder assembly require a little more time

and effort. File the trailing edge of your rudders enough to

To provide information leading to the elimination remove the bulb. Next, fill in scratches with resin and sand them
of low power lines in all sailing and launching down smooth with 400 then 600-grit sandpaper. The rudders
areas. should lock down firmly then kick up with about 20 Ibs. of
HEWAHH Bounty hunters will receive a special Hobie goodie pressure, one foot up from the tip. If this is not the case, lubricate
in return for taking these three steps: the lockdown cam and its parts with an aqua lube or something

similar. Adjust the kick up tension by adjusting the screw on the

1. Scout your sailing areas for low power lines. bottom side of the cam. Thin the rudders where they meet the

TTTTETTTEATTTEC ey

2. If you see low power Iine§, write to }he power casting to prevent slop.
company vgho owns the lines, explam_the haz- Now for the sails. Remove the battens and check them for
ards to sailors presented by those lines and spilts and cracks. Look at the batten end caps for small cracks.
ask the company what they plan to do to Check those batten ties for wear and see if the small grommets at
eliminate the hazard. the ends of the batten sleeve are pulling out. Make certain your
3. Send a copy of the letter to Hobie Cat, and sail is not wearing through at areas where the battens make
when you get a response, send a copy of that contact with the shrouds. If there is wear, use some colored duct
to Hobie as well. tape or rip stop over the areas. As for cleaning your sails, | have
In return, Hobie Cat will send a Hobie goodie to you heard everything from just water, to soap and water, to lemon
and will take up the issue with the power company juice and water. | have found that the bath tub works great for this,
to support you in your hunt for outlaw lines. and while you're at it throw in your sheets, (not off the bed),

wetsuits and life jackets.

Not many things can be more harmful to your boat than the
ultra-violet rays of the sun. I've found that a tarp, canvass or
plastic, with bungie cords is a good route to take.

Having a good preventative maintenance program won't guar-
antee trouble-free sailing, but it will put the odds on your side.

This program has met with good success over the
years. By working together, we can make the
waters safer for all sailors.

Send copies of letters to:
Hobie Cat Bounty Program
P.0.Box 1008
Oceanside, CA 92054

BECOME A BOUNTY HUNTER —~ _
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How to whisper
to awalleysge

Those fat 15-pounders may be lazy, but they
aren'tdeaf. Bump your aluminum canoe with a
paddle, and it like sounding a gong.

Buta Coleman” canoe won'tgive them any
warmning. Evenif you scrape across a sandbar or
nudge a rock. Because our hulls are molded of
aremarkable matenial called RAM-X".

Its smooth, seamless, and silentenough to
glide rightinto a lunkers living room. -

RAM-Xis also incredibly tough. It shrugs off
impacts that would crumple aluminum or
shatter fiberglass — and pops back into shape.

Coleman canoes. The only ones in the world
thatare whisper-quiet and RAM-X tough.

For a free brochure on this and other
Coleman products, write: Coleman; Box 1762;
Wichita, KS 67201.

Buy it now, and geta $25 REBATE.

We outfit your outdoors.
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