


swimwear and sportswear for anytime

Call 1-800-4 RAISIN for the specialty store near you




THICK , FOAM
PADDED SHOULDER. ' ; “ e i RO
STRAPS FOR. Z il TR
COMFORTABLE '
FIT!

OUR SOFT,
PLIABLE, 8 0z.
COATED NYLON
PACK CLOTH
HARNESSES
COME IN COLORS
THAT COORDINATE
WITH MOST

SAIL PLANS.

TRAPEZE SEATS OF SUPERIOR
DESIGN, EXCELLENT QUALITY, AND
A SPLASH OF COLOR!

THE BACK OF THE /2 HARNESS CURVES UP HIGH TO
PICK (P THE WEIGHT IN THE SMALL OF THE BACK AND
AVOID THE "BELT ONLY “FEEL OF OTHER HARNESSES.

THICKER PADOING
THAN ANY OTHER.
HARNESS QN THE
MARKET. 3/3"
CLOSED CELL FoAM
PADDING, PLUS
FOAM BACKFD
LINING MATERIAL!
FASTEX SIDE
;‘%/3@% gKOTC” RELEASE BUCKLES SUPERIOR,
T e ETTER ALLOW QUICK ENTRAMCE LOAD DI5TR/-
- AND EXIT FROM THE SEAT BUTION THROUGH
VO NEED 70 WoRRY ABXT STRAP PLACEMENT:
NO AWKWARD AND VELCRO SLIPPING! THE WAIST STRAP/S A
UNCOMFORTABLE LITTLE ABOVE WA/STLEVEL
LEG STRAPS AS IN 70 SUPPORT THE MALL OF
CROTCHLE S? THE BACK  THE LOWER STRAP
HARNESSES! RUNS ALV G THE BATOM 70
MOVE THE LOAD 7D THE LOWER

HIPS — THEN FASSES THROUAH

OJEE FOR YOURSELF ! THE BUCKLE TO JOIN THEWALST

YOU( LOCAL DFALER HAS SST ﬂﬁ;fffm%ﬂgg W;ﬁmﬁz/zg
HARNESSES IN LIVING COLOR. ! S, N

MANUFACTURED AND DISTRIBUTED BY SAILING SYSTEMS, INC.
4815 AMY DRIVE, CRYSTAL LAKE, /L. 60014 (8IS) 4554599



YOUR HOBIE FOR 1986!

Cat Equip has been the leader in the design and marketing of covers
for Hobie Cats since 1974. As active sailors in the largest Hobie fleet in the
country, we know first-hand what Hobie owners want and need.

HOBIE HALTER COVERS

“Cover it when you're done playing
with it” is more than a smart way to
protect your Hobie's value. Safe-
guard your Hobie from harmful ultra-
violet rays, inconsiderate birds, acid
rain, and polluted air. Secured with
velcro and straps, cover can be used
with the mast up or down. Cover is
light green 65% polyester/35%
cotton and can be machine washed.

PRICES

Hobie 18 Magnum

One-piece full coverage,

3 2 P $185.00
Hobie 18

One-piece full coverage,

NEEIBEL i s s isnamnnimnss $175.00
Hobie 16

One-piece full coverage,

FHA6-1 $152.00
Three-piece full coverage,

! v 5 (S TN .$140.00

Trampoline cover, *H-16-TC .... $ 47.00
Hobie 14

One-piece cover, #H-14-1 ........ $127.00
Trampoline cover, “H-14-TC .... $ 43.00

HOBIE HALTER HEAVY
DUTY COVERS

Made of blue Sunbrella acrilan
canvas with nylon cord ties and
leather chafe strips. HD covers are
also available for towing your Hobie
at freeway speeds. Note: Do not
attempt to use covers not specifically
designed for towing.

Spare Parts Kit

PRICES

Hobie 18 Magnum
One-piece storage,
#HA8-IMHVY..................... $425.00

Hobie 18

One-piece storage,

PHABTHVY s s ..$400.00
One-piece trailerable,
AHABITOW <icvigsiiiiigsn $350.00
Hobie 16
One-piece storage,
g 0 2 (2311 p \"p (PO $350.00
One-piece trailerable,
#H-16-1TOW .. $300.00
GREAT CAT EQUIP
ACCESSORY KITS...
HOBIE SPARE PARTS KITS

Don't go near the water without this |
kit — you could spend all day on the
beach looking for a rudder pin!
Spare Parts Kits available for all
Hobie Cats. Kits include:

1 — Shackle tool with lanyard
1 — Pair of rudder pins

1 — Package of “win tails”

2 — Drain plugs with gaskets
1 — Package of sail patches
3 — Batten tie strings

1 — Clevis pins and rings kit
2 — Different size bow shackles
3 — Mast bearings (H-14/H-16)

1 — Twisted D shackle (H-18)

it iatet et L P

PRICES

Hobie 14 — 2221 in

5"x12" zippered pouch ........... $25.95
Hobie 16 — 3221 in

5"x12" zippered pouch ............ $29.95
Hobie 18 — 4221 in

5"x12" zippered pouch ............$29.95
Hobie 18 — 4222 in

zippered hull portbag .............. $32.50
HOBIE CONVENIENCE

PACKAGES

Spend more time sailing and less
time setting up and fumbling with
split rings, etc. Each package con-
tains special quick-release pins
and other “rig-fast” items.
PRICES

Hobie 14 —223] .......$18.95
Hobie 16 —3231 ....... $32.95
" Hobie 18 —4231..... . $28.95

Free

¥ “Cover It” T-shirt
with any order over

$40.00
(offer expires July 1, 1986)

If you just want a “Cover It”
T-shirt, fill out the coupon
below and send $10.

Sorry, no phone or credit
card orders for T-shirts.

——————————1

ORDER TOLL FREE — MONDAY THRU FRIDAY, 8:30-5:30 PST
Call 1-800-231-5180 outside California  Use your S— R
In Califomia call 1-800-231-4971 credit cards | 88’ )
Part* - 77bescriptjoh . FW(:Init Pric?_:

Creditcad ® __ . | Cait add 6% tax | -
O American Express O VISA/MasterCard UPS Handling $5.00

] Signature — . Fpites. Lrome |

I SHIP TO:

l Name -

¥ Addréss .. .. .. S =

City/State/Zip

0O Small 0O Medium 0O Large

0O YES! Send a FREE “Cover It" T-shirt with my order.
O All I want is a “Cover It" T-shirt @ $10.00 postpaid:

0 X-Large
Send $1.00 for the latest Cat Equip catalog (refundable with first purchase).

8282 Miramar Road
San Diego, CA 92126
(619) 549-2100

L—————_———————_—————————————————J



ON THE COVER

Swimsuits, sailboards and
Hobie Cats mean that
summer's here and it's time
to hit the water. Swimsuit and
Hobie Cat photos by Guy
Motil, sailboard photo by Paul
Kennedy.

May/June 1986 Volume 15 Number 3

oW Ang

FEATURES
26/Ask the Expert

Hackney takes on some tough questions about equipment.

28/A Hobie 17 Primer

The first big regatta on the new boat is over. Here's what was discovered.

32/Don’t Blow that Lead: The Nuts and Bolts of Staying Ahead

David Dellenbaugh explains how to make the most of a good situation.

37/Prescription for Vacation Fever
Baja's a great place for cats and boards, but you've gotta know the territory.

42/Styled for Action
The 1986 swimsuits are better able to cope with active sailors than ever before. Here's a
preview.

65/Foster’s Lager Alpha Speed Week Program

The official program for one of the most exciting sailboard events ever.

74/The Man Behind the Look

Alpha wanted the best looking sailboards around, so they called in Cazal.

76/Putting the Pieces Together

The Alpha Wave isn't too complicated. Look how it's put together.

79/Anatomy of a Sailboard

Dan Mangus explains how to rig your board (and tells you what all those parts are!).

REGATTA REVIEW
14/Baja Perfect at Midwinters West

No storms, no calms, no problems, just a whole lot of wind and great racing.

DEPARTMENTS

6/Hobietorial
10/Letters
19/Briefs
22/Hot Tips
25/Hot Products
86/Alpha News

HOTLINE Publications, all rights reserved. The HOTLINE magazine is published bi-monthly by World Hobie Class Association, 4925 E
Oceanside Blvd., Oceanside, CA 92056. Subscriptions in USA $11 per year (six issues); in Canada and foreign countries, $16 per year.
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(foreign subscribers send International Money
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tion. Use of the stylized H trademark, the
words Hobie and Hobie Cat on ads herein are
with the express permission by license or
otherwise of Coast Catamaran Corporation.
Any other use is strictly prohibited by trade-
mark law. Note: Damage to any Hobie
sailboats caused by modification to the boat is
not covered by Coast Catamaran's warranty.
Please use discretion in deciding to modify your
boat with items advertised in this publication.
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Ready, Set, Sail!

When the midwinters events roll around
we know that the sailing season is here!
That's how we keep our calendar around
HOTLINE. Everything seems to be related
to something in the sailing year. When
midwinters come, summer is not far
behind.

More happens during the late spring
and early summer than just an increase in
the race schedule. For one, people think
about being in the sun. And that means the
search for that perfect swimsuit gets into
high gear again. To help, the HOTLINE
features our annual swimwear preview.
This year we've put some of the most
durable and wearable suits on some top
sailors and sent them down to Baja Califor-
nia, Mexico for a week of sailing. Baja is a
gorgeous natural setting, the sailing is
wonderful and the new suits look great.

Of course, there’s more to do in Baja
than trying out new swimsuits. For one,
there's some of the best sailing around just
south of the border, but to take advantage
of it, it helps to know some of the ropes. In
“Prescription for Vacation Fever,” Alpha
Editor Dan Mangus lends some good
advice for sailors of every kind. Mangus
has been visiting Baja for years, so he
knows most of the ins and outs of travel
through this desolate but stunning piece of
geography. Baja also plays host to thou-
sands of Hobie Cat sailors and their
families and friends when the Midwinters
West comes to San Felipe. This is one
regatta where just about every participant
has the time of their lives and the sailing
sometimes gives a good indication of who
is going to be hot on the west coast. This
year, our travelling contributing editor,
Paula Alter, trekked down to San Felipe to
report on the doings.

With the Hobie 17 National Champion-
ship, the first ever for the class, coming up
in June off La Jolla, California, and with so
many sailors expected to enter who may
have had little time on the boat, HOTLINE
felt it would be a good idea to include
some Hobie 17 sailing tips in this issue. We
turned to John Wake, the boat’s chief
designer who probably has more time
sailing it than any other skipper, and Jeff
Alter who won the Midwinters West in the
Hobie 17 class. Wake and Alter cover
technical piloting tips like mast rake, rudder
adjustment and weight positioning for vari-
ous types of weather.

At press time, one of the biggest, most
prestigious Alpha sailboard events of the
year was set for April 17-20 at “The Ponds”
recreation area near Palm Springs, Califor-
nia. Some of the top names in the sport are

slated to challenge their skill against the
always stiff desert winds. The emphasis of
the competition focuses on speed, and lots
of it. In this issue, HOTLINE gives a
detailed look at the Foster's Lager Alpha
Speed Week, the program, tips on how to
watch, the scoring system and more. The
Alpha Speed Week competition will be
covered in full in the next issue.

Those of you who may not quite be up to
major championships like the Foster's
Lager Alpha Speed Week will enjoy Dan
Mangus' “Anatomy of a Sailboard,” a step-
by-step guide to rigging your board. Man-
gus makes rigging sound easy. And, for
those of you who are wondering about
what goes into a Waveski®, Mangus puts
one together in “Putting the Pieces
Together”

HOTLINE also went in search for more
information about the Alpha graphic
designer, Cazal, the same man who came
up with the Cazzie sunglasses that were all
the rage last year. We discovered that
there's a lot more going on with Cazal than
sunglasses and sailboards.

There's even more to this issue of
HOTLINE. We've included another install-
ment of "Ask the Expert,” some excellent
strategy hints on keeping a lead once
you've got it from Dave Dellenbaugh, as
well as “Letters,” “Hot Tips," “Briefs” and
“New Products.” This issue is packed with
helpful information and good advice for
the coming season.

In the "Hot Products” section of last
issue, we printed that the swivel cam cleat
made by Murray's Marine was class legal.
In fact, the cleat is not class legal. We are
sorry for any inconvenience this may have
caused.

Speaking of mistakes, a few readers
noticed the cover date of our last issue. It
reads “February/March 1986." It should, of
course, have read “March/April 1986." That
makes this the May/June issue, right? Or is
it... well, never mind; it's Sailing Season!



—THE ORIGINAL— NOW! —INTRODUCING—

{CAT TRAXK H TIGER TRAX {1

WITH ROLLER BEARINGS —The New High Performance
— The Most Popular Beach Dolly With Roller Bearings

Dolly on the Market S———
Since 1977 ONLY $249.00 3

JUST $359.00 + FRT —Tough polyethylene wheels

—Bright regatta blue or orange
—No air pressure required

N
Roller Bearings '

Soft rubber ATV tires Make The Difference!

; —Your wheels will turn
will flex over rocks freely under heavy

and coral — spread loads, even after

the weight evenly in many years of

deep powder Sand -_— falthful service.
stand up to years

of rough use.
Both models have large padded end caps
to center the boat and protect the hulls.

NOW FLORIDA SAILCRAFT
OFFERS TWO ROLLER BEARING
DOLLIES:

—TIGER TRAX for sandy, grassy or
paved launch areas.
—CAT TRAX for rough terrain and
deep powder sand.

SEE BOTH AT YOUR LOCAL DEALER A cetal Plastic roller bearings are

—OR CALL US TOLL FREE— P -
self lubricating, and they will last
SEE OUR 800 NUMBER BELOW  31most forever.

——

Wide-track TIGER TRAX wheels
ride easily on top of soft sand.

—Roller bearing handle lets axle

TRAX HANDLE —$98.00 | Rajse Your Sail Without A Snag!
spin under hulls for easy loading. ;

/
!
/
—Now you can launch a catamaran /
and return it to the trailer single- f

handed. /

AXLE EXTENDER SLEEVE / &

$35.00
—Increases axle length 6 inches You don’t have to hand-feed your sail anymore!

r m normal h Sail Trax is the answer for sails that jam in the track. Just start the
and returns to norma Iengt by head of your sail through a Sail Trax — stand back — and pull the

Changing clevis pin. sail up, all the way to the top of the mast! Sail Trax is a pair of

stainless steel guides with spherical tips that lead your sail smoothly

CAT CRADLES — $139.00/PAIR into thg trafk. They are easily installed in a few minutes. Full
instructions included.

—Recommended for round bottom . 2

hulls to distribute weight. Made of | Save your time and temper — get Sail Trax...$14.95

form fitting fiberglass, padded to Order by mail from: Florida Sailcraft

protect hulls. 1601 N.E. 18th Ave., Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33305

YES, you can see these products at your local catamaran |Plessesendme —___ Sail Trax @ $14.95 ea.
dealer’s store — or contact us: plus $1.00 postage and handling
FLORIDA SA"_CRAFT, INC. (305) 561-9777 Fla. residents add 5% sales tax

1601 N.E. 18th AVENUE, FT. LAUDERDALE, FL 33305 Total amount enclosed
To Order With MasterCard/Visa Call Toll Free: Name

1-800-332-2049 Ext. 3003 In Fla. 1-800-525-0129 Ext. 3003 | Address
Please Add 6% Shipping Florida Residents Add 5% Sales Tax | City
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Say “Bula” to the 6th Hobie 16 World Championship!

The races will be hosted by Fleet 252, Trade-
winds Marine of Suva and the Fijian government.
Qualifying races will be held Sunday, August 3
through Tuesday, August 5. The Championship series
will start on Wednesday, August 6 and the
announcement of the top teams held Friday evening,
August 8. The finals competition will be held on
Saturday, August 9 and Sunday, August 10.

Each country has been allocated prequalified and
qualifying positions. Any skipper wishing to qualify
from the North American Region must submit a
sailing resume including the following: number of
years sailing experience, number of years Hobie Cat
experience, your division and fleet number, size of
boat you normally sail and any other special sailing
accomplishments. The resume should be sent to the
Hobie Class Association, P.0. Box 1008, Oceanside,
CA 92054.

Resumes will be necessary if entries exceed
allotment and must be received prior to May 1, 1986.
All skippers eligible for the qualifying races will be
notified by May 31. Date of receipt of your resume
will be taken into consideration if necessary. All
skippers other than North American should contact
their respective associations or the World Hobie
Class Association regarding the allocated positions.

Additional race information will be printed in the
May/June HOTLINE.

Travel Information:

Whether you want to take your time and explore
Fiji and its surrounding islands or just go for the
event, we have the package for you. It's even
possible to make your own itinerary. Just let us
know what your needs are.

For example, you could leave from Los Angeles
several days early and spend three or four days on an
island resort far removed from the outer world. Then
you would be taken from the island and delivered to
the site of the Hobie 16 World Championship just in
time for the races. There are many possibilities, plus
Air New Zealand will allow a free stop-over in Hawaii
either going to or coming from Fiji.

Add-on airfares from your hometown can be
arranged to assure a smooth and timely transfer in
Los Angeles to your Air New Zealand flight.

The Packages:

All packages include the following:
* Round trip airfare from Los Angeles to Nadi, Fiji
aboard Air New Zealand, the official carrier of the
Hobie 16 Worlds.
= Hotel accommodations at Pacific Harbour (nights
depending on selected package).
= Round trip transfers from Nadi to Pacific Harbour.

= Meeting assistance in Nadi for groups arriving and
departing.

= Lei greeting and fruit punch on arrival at Pacific
Harbour.

= Luggage tags and document holder.

= Event t-shirt and “sulu.”

= 3 banquets (welcome, finalist, and awards).
Package 1: 7he Mini Getaway—$895.00 per per-
son double occupancy/5 nights

Package 2: Qualifying Skippers Choice—$970.00
per person double occupancy/7 nights

Package 3: 7he Vacation—$1050.00 per person
double occupancy/9 nights

Package 4: 7he Fijian Holiday—$1085.00 per

| wanna say “Bula!” Sign me up.

Name

person double occupancy/10 nights

Package 5: 7he Fleet Retreat—For those of you
traveling with family and friends. A limited amount
of villas (2 bedrooms, 2 bath), complete with kitchen
and living room are available on a first-come-first-
served basis. If you would like information, please
check the appropriate box on the reservation form.
Note: Space is limited at Pacific Harbour and each
country has been allocated rooms. Other accom-
modations are available close by. Rooms at Pacific
Harbour will be reserved on a first-come-first-served
basis on date of deposit. For information on other
destinations such as Australia, Tahiti or New Zea-
land, check the space on the registration form.

Number in party

AS IT APPEARS ON YOUR PASSPORT

Address

STREET

Phone/Home | |

STATEIZIP

| will be sharing a room with

| will be sharing a villa with

We would like package number

Please make my airline reservations from

Enclosed is a $100.00 per person deposit to guarantee a room/villa.

Please send me information about:

Fiji

(] Three-day circle island bus tour

[ Fijian hideaway island resorts

(J Suva

(] Three-night Blue Lagoon Cruise

[ Tavarua Island (the surfer’s retreat, limited
space)

[ Pacific Harbour Villas

Australia

[ Sydney city tour

[(J Great Barrier Reef

[J Motor home rental

[ Fly-drive-rental car and accommodations

&air new zeaLano

New Zealand

[J Auckland city stay

(] Auckland Waitomo Caves and Rotorura
(three-day tour)

[J Motor home rental

[ Skiing on Mt. Hutt on the South Island

Tahiti
(] Papeete
[J Moorea

Hawaii
(J 0ahu
[ Maui

[J Yes, | want this to be a dream vacation. | want a South Pacific expert to call and discuss all the

things to see and do in the South Pacific.

Mail Reservation form and deposit to: Innovations in Travel Attn: Hobie Worlds, 1233 Hermosa Ave.,
Hermosa Beach, CA 90254. Or call 213-379-2483 (within California) or 1-800-832-8357.

98. Ird



“They give me a racing advantage . . . I can look at the telltales and
water all day without my eyes getting tired.”

4 7 g
Randy Smyth, Tornado World Champion /%/4 1/7/

We've designed a polarized glass lens especially for sailing and watersports.
Unlike tinted sunglasses, a special polarizing filter eliminates glare. Our
optically-perfect lens absorbs the harmful
ultraviolet rays for maximum eye protec-
tion. The most technically advanced sailing
glasses available. To see the difference, try
on a pair at your marine dealer or sport
shop. Also available in prescription.
7. gt

Yol le /

P.O. Box 2516 / Capistrano Beach, California 92624  714/496-5606

SWIMWEAR
by Jamie Jung

Dealer Inquiries Invited

210 Los Molinos, Suite B
San Clemente, CA 92672
(714)492-7178

ANTRON/IXCRA | |
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LETTERS

Puerto Rican Pride

We, the “Rockin’ Rican Sail Team,”
would like to take this opportunity to thank
everyone who attended the Absolut
Vodka Hobie 14 World Championship in
Isla Verde, Puerto Rico. We hope every-
one had a good time and plenty of
breeze.

At the same time, we would like to
thank Bob Johnson for such an interest-
ing article in HOTLINE (January/February
1986), “Tuning the 14 the Florida Way," but
there are certain things we disagree with.
Even though most of the Hobie 14 sailors
are using a rather awkward technique for
hiking out, we would like to take credit for
perfecting and successfully using the
technique Bob illustrated on page 26.

Our secret weapon is not so secret any
more. Thanks again for a great article.

A Concerned Rockin' Rican

P.S. Enrique Figueroa was living in Puerto
Rico when he won the Hobie 16 National
Championship in Traverse City, Michigan,
but was declared a Florida transplant in
the Hobie Brief “Fleet of Champions” (Jan/
Feb '86). Talk about Switchblades!

Editor's Note: We regret misplacing
Figueroa. Perhaps the interview with him
which we included in the last issue will
firmly establish that he is, indeed, living in
Puerto Rico.

Cats and Sailboards

| love the way you combined cats and
sailboards. That's why I'm buying. Please
start my subscription with May/June 1986

Ron Scott
Simi Valley, California

| hope the last couple of issues aren't an
indication that you are changing the
emphasis [of the magazine] to sailboards
and other things. 'm a Hobie sailor and
that is what | want to read about.

F.E. Knable
Bethel Park, Pennsylvania

Editor's Note: The emphasis of the
HOTLINE has always been on presenting
the best technical and recreational sailing
features possible. That won't change, but
the HOTLINE has expanded to include
Alpha sailboards and they will continue to
be a part of the magazine. Be assured that
HOTLINE coverage of Hobie Cats will not
be diminished in any way. You'll still be able
to count on HOTLINE for the best cat
sailing information and photos around.

Continued
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at the THE EASIEST RIGHTING SYSTEM YET
Worlds and
N t. | ® Thick 1/2" line stretches out for instant use
ationais ® Internal shock cord recoils automatically

Pocket ®  One piece system installs in less than 2 minutes —
Protector™ No blocks or shackles: —
LUFF CAPS (pat. Pend.) *  Excellenttrapeze stgbilizer

$34.95

(S : 1 WINDJAMMERS WEST
Without Pocket Protector With Pocket Protector 1521 N JANTZEN AVE
HC-14-5-L. . oovvrrrnnnnn.. $ 5.95 PORTLAND, OREGON 97217
HC-14-6-L(6 Battens) ..... $ 6.95 (503) 289-9011
) | T $ 8.95
HC-16-JLib...ovuennn. $ 3.95 _
T I ] D $ 9.95
Jib Pro-Tector Kit (pat. Pend.)
HC-T8:P. . c.ovmmearsrmiscasnmas $ 9.95 Free Shipping
; : Within
Gooseneck Bearing Kit Continental .S,
(Pat. Pend.)
HC14/16-GB s viivesns $ 3.95
Jib Traveler Car _J
For HC-16 (pat. #4,319,537)
HJC-16 (setof 2) : .:uniivei $14.95

Also Available From TrenTec
Perfect Pocket® Draft Gauges™

HC-14 (for50r6)......... $ 4.95
PR TE  « 5. 5 ot Ao s $ 495
BCAS o vastsesead $ 495

Perfect Pocket® Batten Caps™
(Pat.#4,335,669)

For Stock Hobie Battens

HC-14 (incl. 6 caps)....... $ 9.95 g
HGH6: Maln: v snmsis $12.95 / p.

5 ; ! o i NEOPRENE
B rm—m s JACKET
For Foam Battens (set of 10) ; : . 5 $59'95
B B B e $14.95

Kick Back™ Rudder SAILING  NEOPRENE
Return Kits (Pat. #4,218,986) BOOTS  GLOVES
For HC-14 & 16 $24.95 $15.95

(each set equips 2 rudders)
Standard Kit(s) o covivnnns $11.95

DEGAILS). cwvniorision irsssssss 95¢ ea. & m

‘Fast Cat’ Window Decals

Available at most Hobie®

dealers or order direct p . %
by writing: o
A® H '
Th\ Trenlec Inc. 9"3
P.O. BOX 1146 i
JENSEN BEACH, FL 33457 Call or send check, money order, Visa or Mastercard number (include expiration date). Add $2.50
(305) 692-2329 for handling. California residents add 6% sales tax.
Be sure to specify your boat and size and include Send for our free 1985 catalog with parts, accessories and savings for you.
check. Florida residents add 5% sales tax. We pay THE CAT HOUSE, P.O. Box 171185, SAN DIEGO, CA 92117 (619) 276-3190
postage. MasterCard and Visa, include card num- Dealer Inquiries Invited

ber and expiration date
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LET YOUR HOBIE® 18 CREW

GO CLEATLESS AND SHOW

OFF A MAGNIFICENT PAIR
oF LTD OK "-18s

(Limited Edition Oxen Karts™
for the HOBIE ©® 18)

=

$250.00/pr.

THE LTD OK™18s replace the stock jib
traveler set-up on a Hobie® 18 with uni-
que, low mass profile traveler cars combin-
ed with the fantastic Ochsen (pronounced
““oxen’’) self holding blocks.

THE LTD OK™18s are NOT limited to cer-
tain angles of pull (like regular cleats), but
will function from ANY angle! We
guarantee them to cleat from ANYWHERE
on your boat (without looking) or we will
refund all your money.

THE LTD OK™I18s have a self holding
(cleatless) feature that is either ‘‘on” or
“off”’. It is impossible for it to be
“‘almost’’.

THE LTD OK™18s are ultra clean, ultra
simple, ultra light, ultra strong, and keep
the mass ultra low to the deck.

THE LTD OK™18s are much more than an
expensive collection of ‘‘adopted’ parts
gathered together to ‘‘serve the purpose’’.
The unique, deck level ‘‘becket’” on the
traveler eliminates the old fashion top
heavy becket with its high mounted line,
and the attendant block ‘‘flop-around’’.
An optional bungee system is included to
lightly hold the direction that the blocks
point. Even the standup spring is specifical-
ly designed and made for the mass of this
particular Ochsen block. This jib sheet con-
trol system is the premiere upgrade option
for the serious Hobie® 18 sailor.

THE LTD OK™-18s come with a simple
FIVE year ‘‘gutsy’’ guarantee with no fine
print!

THE LTD OK™18 promises warranty ser-
vice with substance. Our policy is to turn
ALL warranty work around in one working
day - and if we can’t fix it in one day, we
simply send you a NEW part! To backup
this commitment, our on-hand Ochsen
stock is the largest in the USA!

Of course you can sail your Hobie® 18
without LTD OK™ -18s ... But if you want
the finest equipment possible, the easiest
operation possible, the most predictable
control possible, and the sharpest racing
edge possible - You will need something...

- A

1986 KISME, Inc.

SIMPLY
BETTER

118 Millridge Rd., Universal City, TX 78148
S (512) 659-4258 "
VISA . |
RS All Rights Reserved A
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LETTERS

Questions From Dave

You boys did good [sic] on the Hobie 17.
It looks great! But, before those of us who
are saving our money buy one, please set
the record straight. Is there going to be
one class or two; one class with wings and
one class without wings or just one class
and sail with what you have?

Please tell us what's in store so we all
know what to look forward to. Thank you.

Dave Brown
Fleet 192
Lincoln, Nebraska

PS. How much weight does it take to right
the boat when it is on its side? What is the
Portsmouth rating?

Editor’s Note: According to Mel Wills,
Hobie's product manager for Hobie Cats, a
lot of people like the Hobie 17. In fact, he
States that Hobie Cat is barely keeping up
with demand. The decision on class struc-
ture is yet to be taken so that skippers from
around the country can have some time
with the boat to give Hobie Cat their
reactions. Wills encourages skippers to let
the company know what they prefer. For
now, racing is conducted with just one
class, with wings. As for righting, the Hobie
17 requires about 180 pounds in winds of
12-15 knots. The heavier the wind, the less
weight required. Wills states that the com-
pany is working on a righting system for
lighter sailors. The arbitrary Portsmouth
rating has been set at .074. For more on
the Hobie 17, including technical informa-
tion, turn to "A Hobie 17 Primer."

A Challenge From Dave

Yes, John H. Sternitzky (‘Letters”
November/December 1985), Hobie sailing
is alive and well in the Omaha and Lincoln
area. Fleet 192 has been around for more
than ten years and has a membership of
40 plus. We sail on a lake just outside
Lincoln called Branched Oak Lake.

You talk about competitive sailing. Yes,
we have that too. Two of our members
have been the Division 7 champs. One of
these sailors has been the Division 7
champ three times. Six of our members
have been to national championships.
One even came home with the tenth place
trophy from the Hobie 14 Turbo event. One
sailor is also the Trac 14 National Champ.

So, if you think Nebraska is a place to go
for an easy trophy or that there is no
competitive sailing, well, let's just say “Next
time, bring your boat!”

Dave Brown

Kind Words from Readers

I'm a bit embarrassed by the commotion
caused by my letter, printed in your Janu-
ary/February 1986 issue, which was really
my plea for help in understanding some of
our sailing terminology. Id like to stress that
I was not complaining but only offering
suggestions to help me improve my use of
your fine magazine. However, I'm
extremely pleased with your response, the
“Parts is Parts” guide in the March/April
issue. It was well done, has already proved
useful to me, and I'm sure many other
readers will also benefit. This is another
example of the excellent service and coop-
eration which I've received from everyone
associated with Hobie Cat, especially our
local dealer, Inland Sailing Co. of Sacra-
mento. Thank you for listening and
responding. Keep up your good work. I'm
already anxious to receive the next issue!

Lin Cole
Citrus Heights, CA

Just a note. I've been reading HOTLINE
since 1979, and have seen many improve-
ments in your magazine. Please keep up
the good work. Best wishes to all.

David Mulders
Bay City, Michigan

DANGER

Extreme caution must be
observed when
launching and sailing
near overhead wires. A
mast near a wire could
be fatal!

| DANGER
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RlGﬂr[:‘or Sailing — Warm,

Dry & Comfortable

FREEDOM Harness from
Murrays. New, crotchless harness
with optional 12" spreader buckle
provides state-of-the-art comfort and
support at a popular price. Color: Blue.
Sizes: M & L. #30-0320

Spreader Trapeze Buckle. New,
12" wide stainless spreader buckle
eliminates “trapeze squeeze” at the hips
and waist. #01-0135

Wind Suit from Murrays. One-
piece suit can be worn over swim suit,
sweats, street clothes or wet suit
depending on the weather conditions.
Features hood-in-collar, pockets in
sleeves and knee patches, reinforced
seat. Color: Blue. Sizes: XXS-XL.
#38-5770

For more information on over 2000 items, see

your local dealer or return the catalog request
card included in this magazine.

FREEDOM SEAT from
Murrays. All new! Crotchless
skippers seat accomodates either new
12" spreader or standard buckles. You
have to feel the difference to believe it.!
Color: Blue. Sizes: M & L. #30-0330

Sail John Wetsuit from
Murrays. Special features for
catamaran and dinghy sailors include
reinforced seat & knees, and full front
and ankle zippers. Coordinated
accessories include neoprene jacket
with nylon sleeves, cap, gloves, under

Murray Standard Trapeze
Buckle. (not shown) 4” wide stainless
buckle features a low-profile hook with
replaceable plastic retainer. #01-0134

PVC Dry Suit from Murrays.
Heavy duty PVC/Polyester suit with
latex seals provides water-proof
protection. Wear over street clothes or
other appropriate underwear. Features a
comfortably loose fit and special
reinforcements for sitting and/or
crawling sailors. Color: Blue w/White
top and Red stripe. Sizes: XS-XL.
#38-3000

s

Neoprene Dry Suit by Refugio.
New, warm & comfortable! Smooth-
outside 4.5mm neoprene body with
2.5mm replaceable seals sheds water
and fits close while stretching
comfortably with your movements.
Ideal combination suit for sailing/
sailboarding/surfing. Color: Black with
colorful nylon reinforcements. Sizes:
Ladies S-L, Mens S-XXL. #38-3100

KZL}”M(/Y?RMSMARINE * P.0. Box 490 * Carpinteria, California 93013 « (805) 684-8393
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Baja perfection. The tale of the perfect
Baja sailing weekend was told with enthusi-
asm and a gleam in the eyes of those who
ventured south for Midwinters when they
spoke to those less fortunate who weren't
able to make it to San Felipe. The condi-
tions were those that Hobie Cats were
born for. Wind, sparkling smooth water,
warm sun, and a perfectly run regatta
blessed the 1986 Midwinters West event.
By West Coast standards, this regatta,
sailed in the Gulf of California off San
Felipe, was perfect, one of those events
that keeps us all coming back for more just
for the sheer pleasure of it.

After the prolific rains in California, sail-
ors and their entourages travelled south to
San Felipe with only a ray of hope that the
weather would be better than they had just
left at home up north. Fortunately, they
were met with clearing skies, a beautiful
blue vista and a forecast that sounded
ideal. But, there was no wind. For awhile it
looked as though fisherman might get Baja
perfection but not the sailors. Still, people
were ready for no wind conditions. They
came prepared with toys in hand. Motorcy-
cles, bocci balls, ATCs and fishing
equipment insured that fun was going to
be had with or without the wind.

Friday morning brought the early birds
to Wayne Schafer’s traditional and popular
racing clinic in the sand. During the clinic,
the wind kept picking up and the afternoon
speed trials began to look like they would
get off to a fast start. The wind was so
good that sailboarding Hobie sailors even
found time for a little action of their own
between the clinic and the trials.

After Schafer’s question and answer
period, the interested Hobie sailors took off
for the the speed trials. Sailboarders vied
to beat the Hobie Cats under the purview
of the Highway Patrol Speed Gun, but in
the 15-20 knot winds the Hobie sailors
ruled the day.

Back on the beach, tacos, camarones
(fresh Baja shrimp), tortas, Corona Beer,
and beach vendors hawking everything
from tamales to jewelry made life in the
sunshine even more pleasant. That night,
the famous Miramar Bar rolled out its
rowdy red carpet and the place turned into
a happy Hobie get-together. However, the
one thing everyone was wondering about
was whether or not this would be one of
those years where the weather and wind
are perfect on Friday but die come race
time on Saturday.

An early morning wind brought grins to
the faces of the happy group of sailors who
gathered the next morning for the skipper’s
meeting. At first it appeared to be one of
those special Baja mornings when you
look out your window at stark mountains
contrasted with blue water doppled with
the colors of the early morning sun. A
sailor’s first thought is that such scenery
means there's no wind. Still, one cannot
help but be captured by such beauty. In
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this case though, there was wind in the
morning. Plus, there was sun at 7 a.m. so
sun worshippers were already out on the
beach catching a few rays before pulling
on their wetsuits for the day's racing. Even
at seven in the morning, it was looking like
a perfect day for sailing.

By working with the tides, the race com-
mittee got the fleet started and finished
with ideal timing. There were no long hauls
up the beach at low tide this year. In order
to handle the 200-boat fleet, the race com-
mittee set two courses, a north course and
a south course. Three back-to-back races
with wind in the 12 to 18 knot range made
for a great day of sailing. The wind wasn'
too shifty, the holes weren' too big
(although one Hobie 17 sailor described a
hole which victimized him as a “100-car-
parking-lot hole."). Mostly it was double
trapping weather at its finest. Most skip-
pers even looked for more wind streaks
and often found them along the beach.

The city officials of San Felipe, digni-
taries from Baja state and the town's
residents always seem to get behind the
Midwinters West regatta. This year, they
sponsored a Saturday night street dance.
From the El Cortez Hotel and the camp-
sites along the beach, sailors wandered
towards town to find out what all the fes-
tivities were going to be about. Of course,
the promise of 25 cent margaritas and
beer might have sparked a little interest.
The fish taco stands were packed, the line
for margaritas was jammed and still people
kept coming. One could hear the music
grow louder as the center of town
approached. Aside from the music and
dancing, San Felipe put on a tremendous
fireworks show. One brave soul even ran
through the crowd with a blazing firework
over his head. The dancing intensified and
the partying went on through the night.

A lot of the sailors that night were talking
about the debut of the Hobie 17 class.
Everyone seemed to be interested and
those not sailing the 17 asked a lot of
questions of those sailors who were
entered in the class, most of whom were
racing the boats for the first time them-
selves. Jeff Alter had won all three races
on Saturday, so he was the focus of many
questions. (See some of Alter’s thoughts
on sailing the Hobie 17 in “A Hobie 17
Primer”)

In the past, Midwinters
West has seen com-
plete calm where
skippers are forced to
paddie their way Into
the beach, wild Baja
windstorms and cloudy
weather. This year,
though, the racing was
close (top) and the
scene on the beach
looked like a photo out
of a tourist brochure
(right).
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There was plenty of action for
everybody on some of the scream-
Ing reaches when winds were
blowing up to 20 knots. Crews
spent a lot of time trapped out
(above) and skippers had more
than their usual share of harness
time.

“I noticed | wasn't sheeting hard enough
in the first two races,” one racer com-
mented. “That was my big mistake. A big
boy like me, youd expect me to sheet hard
and | couldn't do it. When | did, | couldn't
believe the difference. All of a sudden my
boat just took off and | thought, Oh yeah,
this is how you do it.”

All the class rules for the Hobie 17 are still
being formulated, so it was interesting to
notice the weight difference between peo-
ple like Wayne Schafer sailing the 17 at 150
pounds and others like Jeff Alter sailing it at
180. ‘Jeffrey looked at me and said ‘I'm
sheeting in as hard as | can! " Schafer said.
“I can't sheet in as hard as Jeff, so maybe a
6 to 1 block system but blocks with bigger
sheaves could work for me."

When John Wake was asked if it was fun
he replied, “Yeah, it's fun but | felt like a klutz
out there. In the last race my big thing was
not to blow one tack and | didn't so | felt
good about that" Most skippers seemed to
feel that the 17 came into a tack like the
Hobie 18 and came out of a tack like the
Hobie 14. It sounds like some finesse in
tacking the boat smoothly will have to be
developed. The Hobie 17 was designed for

170 pound skippers as the ideal weight.
Both 180 pounders and the lighter guys
were able to sail competitively against
each other. Alter was sailing with the ver-
tical cut sail so there had also been some
theorizing about the differences between
the vertical versus the horizontal cuts. In
the final analysis, the results turned on who
was sailing the boat rather than what sail
they had. For those who have stopped
racing because finding or keeping a crew
has become difficult, the 17 class looks like
agood one.

For the other cats, the conditions were
perfect for the male/female team or, more
accurately, that weight range. The sailing
felt very good. These must have been the
conditions these boats were designed for.
Sailors were tired but not maxed out by the
end of each day. This first regatta of the
year on the west coast had the kind of
conditions that were ideal for bodies not
yet in Hobie tune. Shoulder muscles
werent in sheeting shape and the condi-
tions were exciting as well as fun so the
sailors had a good workout, but not a killer.
Unless, that is, one was trying to learn to
sail the new Alpha sailboards in which
case every muscle was aching, not just the
usual Hobie muscles.

Sunday’s wind started out lighter but
proceeded to biow a littie heavier than on
Saturday. Another two races were held and
the drag race along the beach continued.
The 16A fleet had two more starts where
everyone parked on the line and stalled for

the last two minutes with the acceleration
saved for the last 10 seconds. For a first
time 16A skipper it was an amazing experi-
ence to be involved in. It was hard to
believe that that many boats could sit that
close together and get off the line without
hitting each other. The Novice and C Fleet
sailors reported that the wind was a little
lighter on the south course but that the
racing was still terrific.

Sailors came to this event from all over
California and from as far away as Hawaii,
Florida, Kansas, Oregon, Utah and from
more neighboring states like Nevada and
Arizona. No matter how far sailors had to
drive, the effort was most assuredly worth
the reward of sailing in these conditions. It
was not only worth it, but the weekend was
wonderful; and not just because of the
sailing either. Over the years, the Hobie
sailors have watched the sleepy town of
San Felipe grow and become more pros-
perous. Satellite dishes have sprung up,
new buildings have been built and there is
an air of change for the better. Still, the
town remains very friendly to Hobie sailors
and can be counted on to give visitors a
great time. All of that combined with excel-
lent organization by Sandy Banks, the race
committee and the government and
people of Baja made this Baja regatta
perfect.

Editor's Note: Complete results from
Midwinters West can be found in the Race
Section.
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A custom designed
reacher powers up the Hobie
17 and a special spinnaker adds fifth gear to
the Hobie 18. Every Ultimate Speed Package

comes with a complete hardware kit that's
easy to install.

These headsails are not legal for Hobie class
racing. They're made to give you the

Sails By Smyth performance edge in any type
of open class racing, and can easily be
removed for Hobie class racing.

For an information packet on the Utimate
Speed Package, contact Terri Crary at
Sails By Smyth.

SAILS BY SMYTH

15640 Graham Street
Huntington Beach,
California 92649
(714) 898-2434
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Sail With the Best in Canada

This summer, during the week of August 16-22, Canadian
Hobie sailors will take their long overdue place at one of the most
prestigious sailing events in North America, the Canadian Olym-
pic-training Regatta Kingston (C.O.R.K.), a regatta which attracts
top sailors from all over the world. This inclusion of Hobie Cats
derives from their recognition as an official class under the rules
of Canadian yachting authorities. This year, C.O.R.K. will also be
the site of the 1986 Canadian National Championships (see the
ad in this issue).

C.O.R.K. was conceived the year after the 1976 Montreal
Olympic Games with the intention of bringing together Olympic
sailors to compete on an annual basis under the best conditions
possible. Kingston, Ontario, having been the site of the sailing
events at the 76 games, had the facilities. The site also has winds
of great predictability. A daily sea breeze comes in aimost like
clockwork and blows at 12-18 knots by noon.

Since the Canadian National Championships is an open
regatta, the Hobie sailors of Ontario and the rest of Canada offer
an open invitation to Hobie Catters from all North America to
come to Kingston this summer. Go for the fun, the competition,
the experience, but just go to Ontario. For complete details on
registration and accommodations, contact Steve Reid at
416-731-5825 or 416-665-5960 or write Reid at 22 Reith Way,
Thornhill, Ontario CANADA L3T 5C7.

All-Star Cast for Hog’s Breath
1000

It's hard to imagine how the quality of the sailors registered so
far for the Hog's Breath 1000 long distance race could be any
better. The list of entered sailors reads like a who's who of
international Hobie sailing. From Australia will come Gary Met-
calfe, Brett Dryland, lan Bashford, Rod Waterhouse, Anthony
Duchatel, Phil Duchatel, Kerli Corlette, Keith Glover and Tony
Kenney. From Europe will come Tony Laurent and Daniel Pradel
of France, Jan Lange and Sidney van Zon of Holland and Harry
Michel-Peeters and Paul Fischer from Belgium.

America will be well represented by Haobie Alter Jr., Rick
Eddington, Carlton Tucker, Enrique Figueroa, Dean Froome, Jeff
Alter, Alan Egusa and Pat Porter. Tony Lewis, the Australian
known universally as “T.L." will be sailing for the Americans and a
Virginia Beach Team headed by Tom Reed will also make a
strong American entry.

In addition, strong teams are expected from Great Britain,
Canada, Germany, Sweden and Finland. In short, every current
or past Hobie world champion except Mick Whitehead of South
Africa will be sailing. Whitehead will be supporting his son Colin
as ground crew.

Other notable ground crew members include Paula Alter and
Hobie Alter Sr. They will manage Jeff Alter's California entry. Hobie
Alter Jr. will be sailing for Texas.

This superstar field will depart from Key Biscayne, Florida at
10:00 a.m. on Saturday, May 17. The fleet is expected to finish the
1000 mile run to Fort Walton Beach on the Florida panhandle
sometime during the evening of May 21. Although there will be
checkpoints along the way, the skippers will sail day and night,
with the only stops being for crew changes, repairs and man-
datory check-in at nine different points along the course.

Some insiders believe the race will be a face-off between the
Americans and the Australians, the two biggest sailing rivals
since the loss of the America’s Cup to Australia. The Australians
have had first place showings at two of the last three Hobie world
championships. More information about the Hog's Breath 1000
can be obtained by calling 904-243-4422.

Continued
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Ask your local dealer
or order from us:
Sailing Systems, Inc.
4815 Amy Drive
Crystal Lake, II. 60014

(815) 455-4599

HOBIE-18 Skippers:
Take the Mast-Hook Test

% " If so, then Mast-Hook is for
you. The specially en-
gineered ring and shackle
combination locks onto the
halyard hook in seconds. Just
tie the halyard to the ring
according to instructions,
raise the sail and Mast-
Hook does the rest. Don’t
struggle with your main; sail
with Mast-Hook.

Have you ever found yourself

-® Putting the boat on its side
fo _hook. the main to the
mast?
Falling behind in ‘@ race
because your main has
slipped dowr the mast?
Struggling to hook ‘your
sail instead of sailing?

ORDER NOW :isizsisi e

Mast-Hook $19 9

to: Mast-Hook
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The MAST-CADDIE®
e SEMOBIE ® py - B

7HE GUESSWORK ouT

0FK1§MIS?0RTNB YOUR
| MAST__ e

transport your mast and boom. Stern and/or bow interlock-
ing carriers clamp on securely and remove easily. Fits all
Hobies. Made of polypro, brass or stainless. Safety tie not
included but recommended.

The AQUA-CADDIE holds coolers up to 10%x14% and also is great for weather
gear, etc. Crossbeam mounting helps keep basket out of water and eliminates deforming dolphin
striker as when wave hits striker mounted product. Cooler not included. Model for Hobie 18 (mast
mounted), all other cats; Holder 12, etc

LW -%(,dw or
8930 DEXTER-PINCKNEY

PINCKNEY, M 48169
(313) 426-4155

MURRAYS MARINE DIST
PO 490
CARPINTERIA, CA 93013
(805) 684-5446
(California residents add 6% sales tax)
* One Year Warranty - -*" - tcreccereee
SEE YOUR LOCAL BEALER or onder direct:
SHIPPED IN USA VIA UPS (no P.0. Box #'s please)

C.0.D.(U.S. only)
[J Check Enclosed
(] Master Charge

Visa (BankAmericard) N ame
AQUA-CADDIE
! Hobie 18 $49.95 Aqdl’eSS
Other models $39.95 City
MAST-CADDIE State Zip
Stern Only $44.95
] Bow Only $44.95 Account

Indicate Model of Boat:

Expiration Date

© Pease Send ™€ 18, Patent Panding *Rog. U3, Pat. OF.

Hobie Sailors have more Fun

Trailex Anodized Aluminum

Trailers for Hobies assure
that Fun

® LIGHTWEIGHT - for Beach Launch
- Compact Towing

e NO RUST - Maintenance Free

e STRONG - Heat treated Special
Extrusions

3 YEAR GUARANTEE
ON ALL ALUMINUM PARTS.

Various optional tire sizes available.

TRAILEX aluminum
trailers are also available for EXPORT.

The Original Aluminum Trailer
TRAILEX manufactures aluminum trailers for all Hobie
models including the new 17.
TRAILEX also manufactures a light weight aluminum
trailer for transporting sailboards.

Our 22nd Anniversary Year

Ask your dealer about obtaining one of
our aluminum trailers for your Hobie Cat.
Or contact TRAILEX for further information.

TRAILEX, INC.
Box H, 60 Industrial Park Dr., Canfield, Ohio 44406
Phone (216) 533-6814

SAFELY SOLO WITH CAT RIGHTER

Now there is a righting system designed for use on any make of
catamaran up to 18 feet that allows every person weighing as little as
100 pounds to Safely Go It Alonel

The features that CAT RIGHTERT;“ offers you are:

* No more frustrating moments spent waiting for help

* No boat modifications required (Protects Warranty)

* Rights catamaran quickly from knocked down or turtled positions

® Lightweight, no irritating rope burns, easy to install and stow

* No additional righting systems required, color coordinated to match
your boat

CAT RIGHTER,,, comes fully assembled with the following items:

Schaefer fiddle block with v-jam and becket
Schaefer fiddle block with swivel
Perko Snaphook with swivel; sufficient line (50°) for boat
attachments and (4:1) pulley ratio
Cordura bag with velcro closure and quick release
1 full year warranty

(Patent Pending)

Address ____
City _
Telephone
COLORS: ) Red
14' [J $94.50

(Postage paid within continental U.S.A. - otherwise F.O.B. delivered)
Please make check or money order payable to:

Lake Enterprises Inc., 76 Pinon Heights Rd.

Sandia Park, New Mexico 87047

(505) 281-9478 SEND FOR FREE BROCHURE!

Area code

) Yellow ) Blue —7
16' ] $104.5017'/18'[] $116.90 .
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The First Outboard
Motor Bracket
for Hobie, 14, 16, and 18~

Propels to speeds in excess of 6 knots using the
TANAKA 120 (1.2 H.P.) outboard motor. Provides
safe sure momentum against currents. Makes docking
easy when winds are becalmed. Motor and bracket
weigh less than 17 Ibs. Installs in minutes. Removes in
seconds for racing. Both sailing and motoring positions
clear the boom and tiller.

*Brackets also available for other catamarans. For
prices send for FREE brochure or see your local dealer.

Cheata Outboard Motor Bracket \
P.O. Box 1234 m}

Hobe Sound, FL 33455
THE PERFECT MATE FOR YOUR CATJ

305/746-0479

Call or write for details on
end of year sale! Dealer
k inquiries welcome.

U.S.PAT NO. 4227480




Let The U.S. Government Know

The President’s Commission on American's Outdoors (PCAO),
a panel created by President Reagan in January of 1985 and
headed by Tennessee Governor Lamar Alexander, is now con-
ducting regional meetings in order to assess the needs of
America’s outdoor recreational life. One of the chief topics the
commission will consider is the future of boating and facilities that
serve boaters.

A report submitted to the PCAQ by Neil W. Ross, an expert on
marine recreation and the boating industry at The University of
Rhode Island, identified several areas of concern to boaters.
Although according to Ross “ . . . more people participate in
boating than in other kinds of recreational water uses,” the access
to aquatic facilities is increasingly being encroached upon by
“increasing competition for shore ownership.” In other words, the
push for a condo on the shore is forcing marinas and public
access points off the map in favor of private, inaccessible
shoreline. This makes it tougher to find access to the water.

This, combined with local governmental aversion to providing
adequate access for sailors like Hobie Catters, portends increas-
ing difficulties for owners of small boats who need launching
ramps and beach access. However, the PCAQ is trying to
alleviate some of these potential problems by sponsoring a
nationwide series of meetings with the public, interest groups and
local officials. The results of these meetings and a public opinion
survey will be relayed to the President on December 31 of this
year. Governor Alexander has encouraged all interested parties
to air their feelings and concerns. “We hope that every segment
of the outdoor community, public and private, will participate in
the work of the commission,” said Alexander. “ . . . We intend to
create a blueprint for the future that the country can be proud of”

The importance of this commission cannot be understated.
The last time such a study was undertaken was in the early 1960s
when President John Kennedy heard from the Outdoor Recrea-
tion Resources Review Commission headed by Laurance S.
Rockefeller. The Land and Water Conservation Fund, the Wilder-
ness Preservation Act, the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act and the
National Trails System Act all grew out of the commission's
recommendations.

The current schedule calls for commission meetings in Denver,
Colorado on May 15-16; Seattle, Washington on June 5-6;
Anchorage, Alaska on June 2-3; Minneapolis, Minnesota on June
26-27; Jackson Hole, Wyoming on August 14-16 and two meet-
ings in Washington, D.C. on November 13-15 and December
11-13. Hobie fleets should try to send representatives to meetings
where possible and fleets should write to the commission in an
attempt to educate members about the threat owners of small
boats face from reductions in beach and marina access. To find
out more, call the commission at 202-634-7310, or write to
President’s Commission on American's Outdoors, P.O. Box 18547,
1111 20th Street N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036. The commission
cant listen to you if it doesn't know you're out there.

Our Mistake

In our last issue, HOTLINE included “Suggested Retail Prices”
for most of the items in the article titled “Parts is Parts.” These
prices can be misleading. For example, the prices quoted do not
reflect any shipping charges from Hobie Cat to retail outlets,
instead the prices are F.O.B. Oceanside, California. These ship-
ping charges can have a large effect on some items, especially
those items of lesser monetary value but of large size or those
that are heavy. In such cases, shipping can represent a large
amount of the price. Also, of course, state and local taxes apply to
items sold at the retail level.

We apologize for any inconvenience this oversight may have
caused to dealers or customers.

ON DECK

On Deck is a:righting line, sissy line, dock line, even
a trailering tie — all in one compact package that
does not slow your boat by dragging in the water.

On Deck offers:

« instant availability - easy grip 2 inch line
automatic retraction - durable internal bungee cord
ball bearing guide blocks - permanent attachment
« corrosion & jam-proof-care-free performance.

CM 7735 On Deck system . ... $59.50

320 E. Walnut Ave.

arlne El Segundo, Ca. 90245

(213) 640-8838
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Ever drop your jib clew blocks
in the drink? Never again! The
SSI Fast Shackle is a halyard
shackle with a removable keeper
pin and an Avibank ball lock
pin permanently wired to the
shackle. Especially created for
the Hobie 16 and 18.

Sailing Systems, Inc.
4815 Amy Drive
Crystal Lake. Il.
60014

(815) 455-4599

SI
ast
hackle

Bas relief sculptures “pictured” plus
NEW 1986 action designs.

81Mt. Olive Rd.
CIAIRE Budd Lake, N. J. 07828
201-691-9038

‘r— SERVES AS A
ANE FOR HOBIE  W|ND VANE AND

 SLORY © e T R
14

EXCELLENT GIFT
YOUR CHOICE OF A FLAG -
COMPLETE WITH AMERICAN, ENSIGN, JOLLY
12x18 FLAG &
HARDWARE &

ROGERS, CONFEDERATE,
PLAIN COLORS — WHITE, RED,
INSTRUCTIONS
0995

BLUE, GOLD.
WHEN ORDERING, SPECIFY
FOR BRACKET AND
STAFF ONLY

BOAT NAME & SIZE
14.16.18 AND FLAG
CONSTRUCTED OF STAINLESS
STEEL AND FIBREGLASS STAFF
WITH SPECIAL NON TANGLE FLAG
CLIPS, EASY TO INSTALL

PLUS 4% SALES TAX FOR
MICHIGAN RESIDENTS

PLUS *1.25 FOR

0 INQUIRIES INVITED
SHIPPING IN US A RY

EALER
ANE GLO

“IF VANE GLORY ISN'T FLYING - JENISON, MICHIGAN 49428
IT ISN'T WORTH SAILING™ 616) 4579716
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HOBIE HOT TIPS

Using the Wind for Righting

| weigh 140 pounds and can right my Hobie 16 alone with only
a simple righting line.

My technique uses the jib to do most of the work. The Hobie
manual describes positioning the downed craft so that the
trampoline is perpendicular to the wind, thereby theoretically
using the wind pressure against the trampoline to right the boat.
My technique involves turning the bow of the boat into the wind
after insuring that all sheets are free. Then, by reaching through
the center trampoline stitching, tension on the jib is maintained by
pulling the slack and holding onto the portion of the jib sheet
between the dependent jib cleat and block. By tightening the jib
sheet through the dependent block, the jib will be angled nearly
45 degrees to the wind in the capsized position (with a vertical
perspective). A little righting pressure, achieved by leaning back
on the righting line, will get the jib sufficiently out of the water so it
will fill with wind, thus lifting the boat upright. The jib sheet is
released after the boat has passed the “point of no return.”
Because the jib sheet was never clamped, there is no increased
danger of the boat suddenly sailing off without the crew. | suspect
this technique will work equally well with a Hobie 18.

Karl Schwarz M.D.
Rochester, New York

Beware of Trailer Weight Ratings

Early last year, | purchased a new Hobie 16 and acquired a
new Shoreline (Highlander) trailer with it. | also put on the
customary sail box, and in it | carried my sailing gear, repair tools,
and spare parts. Nothing out of the ordinary, is there?

Toward the end of the sailing season my trailer developed a
crack in the center of the frame at the point where the
crossmember is welded to the frame. | spoke with my Hobie
dealer about it since the trailer had a one year warranty. | was
instructed to take it to Shoreline since the factory was only an
hour's drive time away. Once there, they would replace the frame.

After Mr. Massey, the Shoreline manager in Anaheim, Califor-
nia, inspected the trailer, they denied the warranty replacement
on two grounds. First, the trailer had a cat box mounted on the
frame which constituted an unauthorized frame modification, and
second, the trailer cracked because of an overload condition.

Imagine my surprise! | argued to no avail that | carried no more
materials than any ordinary sailor would carry and my add-ons
were items such as Cat Trax or an ice chest or, occasionally, a box
of firewood. | stated that | automatically overloaded the trailer
every time | raised the mast.

We went so far as to weigh the boat and equipment. All up,
minus the cat wheels, firewood or ice chest, the weight was 697
pounds, three pounds under the capacity of the trailer. However,
my honesty in telling them of my cat wheels, etc. cost me'the
warranty.

The lesson | learned from this experience is one that all boat
owners should learn. Before we buy a trailer, we need to weigh
the equipment that goes on the trailer not just approximate the
weight. Buy a trailer that matches the weight capacity of that
equipment plus a little extra. Just because the dealer sells us a
boat and trailer as package, and we buy optional larger capacity
tires, does not mean that we can load the trailer beyond its rated
capacity, even if it is only 50 or 60 pounds (as in my case). Also,
check with the manufacturer to see if a cat box voids your
warranty and make sure you raise your mast when the boat is on
the sand because your weight will more than likely overload the
trailer.

Udo Winkler
Running Springs, California
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Hot Products

Tex Cat Adds Trailerable Boat
Covers

Houston-based Tex Cat industries has expanded it's growing
line of soft goods to include boat covers which can be used while
trailering the boat. The new covers are made of acrilon acrylic
fabric which carries a three-year guarantee against loss of color
or strength due to the influence of natural hazards including
mildew, rot and atmospheric chemicals. Reinforcement in the
form of a double layer of 9.5-ounce acrilon has been added to
areas of stress and to those places where sharp objects protrude.
According to Tex Cat, boats can be trailered with or without the
rudders attached and covers will fit with the mast in the up or
down position. Tex Cat makes covers for the Hobie 16, 17 and 18.

i | |

Tex Cat has also announced its desire to offer discounts to
fleets on some items. Dealers are also encouraged to send for
Tex Cat's catalogue and price lists. Contact Tex Cat at
800-826-8270. In Texas, call 713-455-4194. Or, write to Tex Cat at
P.O. Box 24141, Houston, Texas 77229.

Murray’s Offers Two New
Products

Murray's Marine of Carpinteria, California has announced the
introduction of the “Spreader Hook" designed to make trapezing
more comfortable. The hook, based on similar designs used in
sailboarding, spreads the stress load on the waist straps and,
according to Murray's helps eliminate the squeezing action that
some, more narrow hooks can cause since the waist or hip straps
pull forward to the wide spreader rather than inward.

Murray's also announced that the company now carries new
Miracle Tape. The Miracle Tape Repair Kit can be used to make
permanent repairs on Dacron or Mylar sails and PVC drysuits.
The patches will make a waterproof seal on most sailboards. The
tape can also be used for temporary repairs of fiberglass hulls,
polyurethane, ABS or epoxy boards and neoprene wetsuits. For
more information, contact Murray’s Marine at 805-684-8393 or
write PO. Box 490, Carpinteria, CA 93013.

PATENT PENDING

EZ STEP.

STEP YOUR MAST WITH EASE & SAFETY

Raise and lower mast single handedly - Attaches quickly without
tools - Stabilizes mast completely - No modification to boat - uses
winch on trailer or block and tackle off trailer (optional at extra
charge) - Adjusts to fit any Catamaran - Rust proof aluminum and
stainless steel.

$95.50 F.O.B. Factory

See your dealer 3.50 Freight & handling

or order direct.
™ 1232 E. 2nd Street
BASS Tulsa, Oklahoma 74120
\__\ Products (918) 584-3553

PERFECT COMPANIONS!

KOOL-RAK designed to hold the popular PLAYMATE and LITTLE PLAYMATE
beverage coolers by IGLOO
* Fits Hobie16 418
* Mounts low on center line
* Easy to use push button
lock with swing down top
* Black vinyl coated for corrosion protection
- g
" aay S

* All stainless steel
mounting hardware

* Rubber insulators, no
metal to metal contact

* Easy on and off

Your IGLOO cooler is rugged high
impact plastic. A tough hide that
won't chip, rust or corrode.

3 year guarantee.

KOOL-RAK complete with (CirCle one) red blue yellow

PLAYMATE cooler (holds 18cans) ....................... .. O sso.ses
KOOL-RAK only O sates
LITTLE KOOL-RAK complete with (Circle one) red biue yellow

LITTLE PLAYMATE cooler (hoids 9 cans) O sar.0s

UITTUR KOOL-BAK GO < 55 - v iiasnn i v e cee. O s20.98

Add $1.50 postage (outside Mainland USA add $3 00) California residents add 6%2% sales
tax. We accept check or money orders, MasterCard and VISA

CUING. . cini g Expire

EMY. 557 4 . State Zip

'CAT—RAK DESIGNS

19632 Sequoia St., Cerritos, CA 90701 (213)865-6871
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ASK THE EXPERT

By John Hackney

Editor's Note: Hackney, a long-time Hobie sailor who has
worked with the boats for many years, welcomes questions on
subjects relating to Hobie Cats and how to enjoy them. Questions
In "Ask the Expert” should be mailed to “Expert,” HOTLINE

nagazine, P.O. Box 1008, Oceanside, CA 92054

ROLLER FURLING AND BATTEN POKE THROUGH

| have two problems with my 1984 Hobie 18 Magnum that |
hope you can help me with. The first problem is the rolling furling
jib which will not unfurl except in winds of 25 mph. The top swivel
does not seem to be operating properly; you can see the jib
halyard getting twisted around the forestay when | start to unfurl
the jib. The roller furler acts like it is spring loaded and wants to roll
the jib when the jib sheet is loose. | just replaced the upper
forestay assembly and cleaned the roller furling drum. It's a little
better, but not satisfactory. Would changing the top swivel to a
Harken unit help? The boat is set up to the high performance
manual's recommendation for a heavy crew. The shrouds are set
medium tight.

The second problem | have and other sailors have is batten
poke through. While sailing last summer in south Jersey, | got hit
with 42 mph winds. | had to sail as tight to the wind as | could, furl
the jib and still keep moving to keep the boat from going over.
The mast shook violently. When | finally got in, three battens had
poked through, two near the top and one being the second from
the bottom. All the leech caps were still tight and none of the
battens had worked loose. Would adding luff pocket protectors
from Trentec help? Thank you very much for any help you can
give me and other sailors.

Elliot Simon
Pittsburgh, PA

From the sound of this letter, this sailor has thoroughly
researched and tried just about everything to repair his furling
system. The Hobie 18 jib furler does a relatively good job most of
the time. At various national events—and keep in mind that this is
just an estimate —essentially all of the Hobie 18 jib furler systems
worked fine. One obvious limitation to the furler system occurs
when the mainsheet is tensioned. The jib furler usually will not
work with the maximum load on the mainsheet. Many years ago
when sailors were tensioning the Hobie 18 rig using the main-
sheet, furler problems were more common but now most racers
use less rig tension and the roller furling systems are working fine.

There are two areas that need to be looked at when furler
problems occur. First, the upper swivel should be checked for
smooth, non-binding operation; a littte WD-40 can be used to
lubricate the swivel. The WD-40 will stain the salil, so be careful
when applying it. Unfortunately, this upper swivel cannot be
rebuilt so if it binds, buy a new one; or, if the boat is still under
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warranty, it may be replaced for free. In response to your specific
question regarding a Harken swivel, | do not see any reason to
replace it with other than a stock swivel. Remember, if you race, a
fellow competitor may just protest you for having an illegal piece
of equipment on your boat, especially if you are winning. It
sounds from your letter that this upper swivel may just be causing
your jib halyard to twist.

The second area to look at when furler problems arise is the
lower roller furling drum, which, again from your letter, has
already been disassembled and cleaned. The first course of
action would be to clean and lubricate this assembly with silicone
spray or WD-40. The second suggestion is to buy a rebuilding kit
(or separate parts if a kit is unavailable) which contains new
bearings and races. If these parts are not hardened correctly or
corroded, they could cause this drum to bind. The roller furling
drum parts are not very expensive so it might be a good
purchase.

The second part of your question raises an old, universal
problem about battens poking through the sail in heavy air.
Remember, in survival conditions, loosen the downhaul on the
mainsail as this will help stop the mast from violently moving from
side to side when the mainsheet is released. Most racers agree
that the battens should not be tightened very much (like not at all)
in heavy air to flatten the sail and depower the boat as much as
possible. But enough tension must be used during these extreme
conditions that violent mast and sail movement does not force the
battens out of the forward caps. Also, about every six months,
check the brass rivets next to the bolt rope on the mainsail. If they

lllustration by Bill Baldwin



start to pull out, replace them. To answer the last question on the
use of Trentec Luff Caps; they have been used successfully on
the Hobie 14, 16 and 18 National Championship boats for a few
years and seem to be doing the job. Every little bit helps.
Hopefully, this information will solve your problems. It seems that
you have done most of what | suggested already. Maybe next
time Il ask you a question!

MAST ROTATION AND JIB RECUTS

| have two questions:

1. The mast on my 1984 Hobie 16 will not rotate equally,
especially in light wind. On starboard it tends to want to return
toward center. | have changed the mast step bearing and have
tried centering the jib halyard. Any suggestions? My shrouds are
equal and the boat is aligned.

2. Please discuss jib recuts. Is this worthwhile? Is it legal?
Thank you.

Fred Hillis M.D.
Logansport, Indiana

Ah, yes, the Hobie 16 mast not rotating in light air especially off
the wind on starboard tack. It's as American as apple pie and the
Edsel. Dont fret, you're not alone. A lot has been done over the
years to correct this problem. Light air, off-the-wind sailing
techniques to keep the mast rotated include laying on your back
with your feet on the boom, having your crew hand hold the
boom, skipper hand holding the boom, skipper sitting on the
boom, crew sitting on the boom, skipper sitting on the crew who
sits on the boom or the boom vang and many more options both
legal and illegal. This is a problem, but one that, in light air, has not
been completely solved.

Fortunately, a few things can be done to eliminate or at least
decrease the problem. First, the more rig tension you have, the
more the mast will want to center itself. So, in lighter air, sail with a
little less jib halyard tension. Also the main downhaul will make
the mast derotate so in lighter air, sail with a little less downhaul.
As you stated in your letter, instead of using the jib downhaul
cheek block, use the cleat on the other side of the mast as the
turning block for the jib halyard so that the jib halyard block is
centered. Don't forget about that clever Australian Jib Halyard
system. It compresses the mast less and loads the jib luff more
since the purchase is between the jib and the mast hound and
only one line comes down the mast. The mainsheet block should
also be on the back boom bail to allow the mainsheet to help to
hold the mast in the rotated position. All this should help, but may
not solve the problem. The class rules do not allow much change
in the area of mast rotation, so just admire its simplicity and chalk
up your problem as just another reason to dislike light air.

To quote the class rules, “A sail may be recut slightly if desired
but the overall original sail area shall not be increased or altered
to significantly change the original shape other than normal
stretch with aging.” It is my belief that the sail should not be recut
unless some damage has been done to the sail and it is in need
of repair. If racing is your burning desire, uncut sails should help
in the long run since the nationals are sailed with stock equip-
ment and if you are used to stock equipment you stand a much
better chance when the nationals come around. If the foot or luff
flutter excessively, like driving a car with the wheels out of
balance, then maybe you should have your foot or luff fixed, but
other than that | do not recommend recutting your sails. Most salil
makers agree a little flutter is acceptable. The newer Hobie 16 jibs
allow an adjustment on the [uff. This adjustment gives the sailor a
lot more control over the jib. Most new jibs do not seem to have
enough luff tension so check yours before you go to the sail
maker.

Good luck on a new Hobie sailing season. Remember, practice
and experience make the boat even faster. Also, | would like to
thank the Hobie factory for answering my questions when asked
and Richard Karran for input on these articles. Someone else has
to take the responsibility too! ..

ORDER YOUR. FREE

SSI

9 8 6

CATALOG

SSI QUALITY PRODUCTS & COMPLETE PARTS LIST

Now! Special Holder and Alpha catalogs
are available. Please specify when ordering.

SAILING SYSTEMS, INC.
4815 AMY DRIVE- CRYSTAL LAKE,IL. 60014
815-455-4599

BOUNTY' HUNTERS WWANTED

To provide information leading to the elimination
of low power lines in all sailing and launching
areas.

Bounty hunters will receive a special Hobie goodie

HEWAH'] in return for taking these three steps:

1. Scout your sailing areas for low power lines.
2. If you see low power lines, write to the power
company who owns the lines, explain the haz-
ards to sailors presented by those lines and
ask the company what they plan to do to
eliminate the hazard.
3. Send a copy of the letter to Hobie Cat, and
when you get a response, send a copy of that
to Hobie as well.
Inreturn, Hobie Cat will send a Hobie goodie to you
and will take up the issue with the power company
to support you in your hunt for outlaw lines.
This program has met with good success over the
years. By working together, we can make the
waters safer for all sailors.
Send copies of letters to:
Hobie Cat Bounty Program
P.0. Box 1008
Oceanside, CA 92054

BECOME A BOUNTY HUNTER
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A HOBIE 17 PRIMER

By Brian Alexander

he Hobie 17 went
through years of design, testing, and stress
analysis before it was released for sale to
the public, but much of the important work
of figuring out exactly how to sail the boat
is yet to be done. The design is signifi-
cantly different than that of the other Hobie
Cats and indeed of any other catamaran.
Therein lies a challenge; how to sail the
boat to its potential, or at least well enough
to beat the other guy.

With the Hobie 17 National Champion-
ship coming up in June off La Jolla,
California, there was a need to air the
thinking of those who have a large amount
of time on the boat so that others won't be
completely in the dark when they first step
onto the 17.

Probably the best test of the boat came
during the Midwinters West in San Felipe,
Mexico. Sixteen Hobie 17s were entered
and, since the class rules have not yet
been formalized, the sailing was wide open
enough and the wind was strong enough
(18-20 knots at times) so that differences in
weight and styles were tangible. Jeff Alter
completely dominated the field during the
regatta so HOTLINE asked him a few
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questions about what made his boat so
fast. We also talked to John Wake who
sailed at Midwinters and was the head of
the design team which conceived the
Hobie 17. As of this writing, Wake has
more time on the boat than any other
skipper. Here, then, are some of the
insights Wake and Alter offered on sailing
the Hobie 17. Please note that some tech-
nical tips from the Hobie Cat Design
Center enumerating some of the minor
“bugs” which have been discovered since
the release of the boat are included at the
end of this article.

TUNING THE HOBIE 17
Mast Rake

Both Wake and Alter felt that mast rake
on the 17 was not much different than
mast rake on any of the other boats. The
mast should be raked forward in light air
and back as far as possible in heavy air so
that the skipper sails with the upper and
lower mainsheet blocks almost touching.
In medium air, Wake recommends raking
the mast somewhat forward to avoid
having trouble tacking the boat.

“If there was one difference between
how | set my boat up and the other guys, it
was that | probably raked back further than
anybody else out there," said Alter. “That's
just what | like to do, but that's probably the
only difference | could imagine.”

The Comptip™ mast does not seem to
affect the tuning techniques at all. “The
Comptip mast does its own thing," said
Wake. “Itis a little bendier than an all-
aluminum mast, but that didn't seem to
make any difference.”

Rudder Toe-in

“I pretty much had my rudders parallel”
said Alter.

Outhaul and Downhaul Settings

“Downhaul hard in heavy air," said Wake.
He recommends this in order to keep the
rig tight. Once set on the beach, Wake did
not see much need to change the
downhaul unless wind velocity changed.

In light to medium air, Wake suggests
easing the downhaul off a little when
sailing downwind. Alter also used his
outhaul during Midwinters to maintain
optimum sail shape.

Aside from these minor suggestions,

neither Alter nor Wake felt that boat tuning
would be a big issue for the sailors
attending the Hobie 17 Championship. It
seems both sailors stuck to the
conventional wisdom and focused most of
their energies on boat speed and
handling. “Boat handling was the thing that
separated the top five from the people in
the lower groups, not tuning,” said Wake.

Alter summed up tuning the 17 by
saying: "l don't think it had a lot to do with
boat tuning. It had more to do with sailing
the boat properly”

BOAT HANDLING

Here there was some disagreement
between Wake's style and Alter's. Alter was
one of the heavier skippers in the fleet and
he felt that this, combined with the
moderate to heavy air, gave him an
advantage. “They were my conditions,” he
said. This weight differential may have a
bearing on the different methods each
skipper used when driving the boat.

Tacking

“If there was one thing we were all doing
poorly, but learning how to do quickly; it
was tacking this boat,” said Wake. “| blew
enough tacks out there so that it got
embarassing.” But, by the end of the
weekend, Wake felt he had devised a
system for smooth tacking.

He suggests shifting weight toward the
back of the boat when preparing to tack.
Then give the boat a little bit of rudder.
Once the boat is through the eye of the
wind, give it lots of rudder and cut the
mainsheet. As the sailor crosses the
centerline of the boat, keep weight as far
aft as possible to help the boat pivot on the
sterns and raise the bows out of the water
thus decreasing lateral resistance. While
crossing, look forward to be sure the mast
is rotating. "If the mast hasn' rotated,” said
Wake, "you'l stop dead, that's as far as
you'll go." If the mast has failed to rotate, do
it manually. As the skipper comes across,
he should begin to start pulling the rudders
back and switch the Hotstick to the other
side from behind the trampoline. Wake
cautions sailors to maintain some rudder;
not to go in a straight line until the main is
lightly sheeted in and some momentum
regained.
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Wake calls his style of moving across the
boat as “sort of a roll tack” since he comes
off the wire at the very last moment. He
starts the tack while still trapezing off the
wing, then puts the helm down while he
scampers down and across the boat. “But
few people are going to want to do that
because its scary as heck.”

Alter states that he had a poor tack only
once during the regatta, and that one was
not at a critical moment. Still, he does say
that tacking the Hobie 17 was “sort of a
dive from one end to the other underneath
the boom," and that this took a little getting
used to. “If you want to tack this boat fast,
you can, but it's easy to screw it up and
then you have to reverse the rudders and
getout of it.”

Both sailors were asked to compare the
difference between tacking the Hobie 17
and the Hobie 16 and 14. Alter felt that the
distance from one wing to the other
represented “a long way to travel” He also
noted the absence of the jib to help pull the
bows through the eye of the wind.
According to Alter, the Hobie 17 tacks at
about the same speed as the Hobie 16,
but is not as hard as the Hobie 14 to tack.

“People who are good on the 14 will
definitely have an advantage,” said Wake.
“This is because both are unirigged boats,
that's one reason why Jeff and Wayne
[Schafer] did well”

Since Wake had trouble tacking, he got
a lot of practice at pulling out of a bad tack
and had some very good advice for those
who find themselves in a similar situation.
When a sailor is stuck in irons on the Hobie
17, Wake claims that “The ticket here is to
ease the traveller down, and keep the sail
cleated most, but not all the way in in order
to backwind the sail. Then put the rudders
the opposite way. When it gets going the
right way, straighten the rudder out and
pull the traveller back up. | found that using
the traveller was much more effective than
trying to sheet the main out.”

Traveller Positions

One point of disagreement among Alter
and Wake was the use of the traveller.
Wake preferred to make extensive use of
his whereas Alter hardly travelled out at all.
According to Wake, if a skipper is sheeted
in hard, flying a hull and finds himself

VINYL vs. MESH

features of both trampolines:

The Hobie 17 offers you a choice of trampolines. Here is a comparison of the

Feature Vinyl Mesh

Abrasiveness: Tear resistant although non- Easily chafed, yet more abra-
abrasive to the seat, feet, and  sive to the seat, knees, and
knees. feet.

Appearance: Available in White, Blue, and Black only with white trim.
Yellow.

Boat Stiffness: Significantly stiffer due to Rear lace line only, stretchier
diagonal lace line, vinyl material than vinyl.
stretches less.

Comfort: Drier with no “evaporative Fine drops of water evaporate
effect” (non-porous material) making it colder on seat and

feet.

Draining: Slower —through grommets. Instant Drain-out.

Durability: Longer life than mesh, proven  More susceptible to chafing.
welded seams. U.V. can attack seams.

Installation: By adding slot to crossbars, Requires complete disassem-
easily removed, etc. bly of crossbars from hulls.

Price: Lower cost means lower Higher price.
price.

Slip Resistance:  Good even when wet. Slippery —especially when

wet.
Weight: 3-5 Ibs heavier 3-5 Ibs lighter
Wetness: “Cats” are wet but vinyl is drier. ~ Wetter

pinching up to put the hull down, he
should start to travel down until he is no
longer pinching the boat and the hull
settles down. “Don't ease the mainsheet
out” he advises. In 12-15 knots of wind,
Wake suggests letting the traveller out
about 10 inches from centerline. In light air,
he suggests keeping the traveller at
centerline. As for sailing the boat
downwind “Everybody was doing
everything totally different” at Midwinters.

Alter takes the opposite view of traveller
positions. “| know a lot of guys do that,
[travel in and out] like the Australians on the
Hobie 18, but | pretty much just center
travelled the whole time and was grinding
the main, so | just sat there and let it in and
out as | needed it. | always tried to sheet it
as hard as | could. If | couldnt sheet in as
hard as | could for as long as | needed it,
then | travelled out a little bit.” Even in
heavy air, Alter kept the traveller centered.
“I might have moved it maybe three inches
off center, but not much. Id recommend it if
it got heavy and you couldn't hold the boat
down. What I'm saying is that | was not
doing that”

Weight

Wake and Alter also disagree slightly on
weight positioning on the wings which
were used heavily by all skippersin the
brisk air of Midwinters. Wake states that
optimum positioning upwind is all the way

forward on the wings uniess the leeward
bow starts to dive, in which case the
skipper should compensate by moving
back just enough to keep the bow from
burying. On reaching legs, he would have
skippers move back, and if the air is heavy,
as far back on the wing as possible.

Alter, on the other hand, simply kept his
weight forward on all legs in all conditions.
“I stood forward on the boat a lot,” said
Alter. “| was standing pretty forward up
towards the front half of the wing going to
weather. On the reach, | still wouldn't get
back to the corner, just over the back half
of it”

According to Wake, nobody has arrived
at a standard method for hooking up and
trapezing off the wings. The procedure he
most often uses involves sitting briefly on
the wing, hooking up, then moving out on
the rack.

What's Different?

When asked to give advice to 14, 16
and 18 skippers about what to avoid when
first sailing the 17, both Wake and Alter
stressed the ability of the Hobie 17 to point
into the wind. In fact, both said that this
boat will point higher into the wind than
any other type of catamaran either of them
has sailed. Wake compared its pointing
ability to some racing monohulls he has
piloted. “Cats usually sail right about 105 to
110 degrees off the wind. Id say this was
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tacking at right under 100.”

While this is certainly good for perfor-
mance, skippers who aren't prepared for
this extra performance feature could easily
find themselves overstanding laylines.
“Usually, | look over my shoulder,” said
Wake. “If | see the mark over my back
shoulder, | can lay. | started out doing that
on this boat and | overstood everytime. So,
| started looking over my front shoulder,
like 1 would on a monohull. Of course, as it
turned out, the ideal spot for me was
between my shoulders where | couldn't
see the mark! If a guy treats this boat like a
16 and tacks when he would for that boat,
then he's overstood.”

Alter did not have as many problems
judging laylines because he was experi-
menting. “I was kind of testing myself” said
Alter. “ | wanted to see how early | could
tack so | was tacking earlier and earlier
and it seemed like everytime | did it | could
work up to a lay line and lay them pretty
well. I think the other guys were overstand-
ing alittle and | was tacking a little sooner
and getting up to the mark and sailing up
underneath it . . . But, it does go real high
to weather and you don't have to go near
as far as you doonthe 16 or 18to getto a
Pull the shroud lengthening pin. layline.”

Both felt the Hobie 17 was significantly
faster than the Hobie 16 upwind and was
close to, if not equal with the Hobie 16
sailing downwind. Wake noticed this speed
when he found himself in the middle of the
16A fleet which had started five minutes
before he did.

The speed and power of the Hobie 17
can cause a problem for skippers who,
when sailing at that speed, are used to
having a crew help with on board chores.
“Because | didn't have a crew, | didn't have
anybody to pull all the lines on board as
they washed off,” said Alter. “There's no
crew to pop your centerboards when you
go downwind. There's a little more work
and a few more things to do that normally |
would have a crew do. In the beginning
you're kind of looking around like, Where's
my crew?"

One thing both sailors agreed on with
gusto was that the Hobie 17 class is going
to be very successful. “This boat's fun . . .
it's powerful,” said Alter. “It's going to make
agood class.”

TECHNICAL TIPS

The Hobie Cat Research and Design
Center has discovered several

. o ) , preventative maintenance and sailing tips
Make sure your body is out of the water when you are trying to right the boat. Make that Hobie 17 owners should be aware of.

sure that the mainsheet is off and that the mast is pointing into the wind. First, some skippers have expressed an
interest in installing a storage port hole in
the hulls. According to Wake, the best
place for such a compartment is 12 inches
back from the front crossbar as measured
from the side of that crossbar closest to the
sterns. The porthole diameter should not
exceed six inches.

Second, Wake and the other engineers
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have noticed a slight problem with the
rudder pins. It appears the current location
of the cotter pin hole in the rudder pins can
lead to a premature failure. This is easy to
rectify. Simply turn the rudder pin around
and drill a new cotter pin hole one quarter
inch from the top of the rudder pin. Then
just reinstall the pin. Once you've got it
reinstalled, check to see that the new cotter
pin hole is between the boat flange and the
top of the rudder casting. If itis not, the
cotter pin hole has been placed incorrectly.

Third, after new boats are sailed for a
time, they take on what is called “normal
set.” After this period, owners should
perform some simple maintenance
procedures. First, remove one end of the
forward beam and then tighten the dolphin
striker. Reassemble the forward beam,
making sure to use Loctite or a similar
thread fastener to prevent the crossbeam
bolts from loosening up. Second, all four
crossbeam bolts should be checked for
tightness and retightened if necessary.

Fourth, skippers with squeaky mast
steps will find that a little grease on the
mast ball will quiet the step.

Be patient, the boat will come up.

Fifth, check the centerboard cleats.
Apparently, some were shipped from the
factory without being properly deburred. If
your cleats have any burrs, simply file the
burrs away until the cleat is smooth. This
will help save the centerboard line from
breaking.

According to Wake, the Hobie 17 cannot
be righted in windless conditions unless a
shroud lengthening device has been
installed on the boat. On windy days,
righting does not seem to present a
problem. That's good news since most
capsizes occur in windy conditions.
Shroud lengthening devices, which are
commonly used on many catamarans are
available from marine dealers. The Hobie
Cat design team is currently working on a
lengthener especially for the Hobie 17. It
will be available soon. See the
accompanying photos to learn the correct
procedures for righting the Hobie 17.

When sailing the boat, keep in mind that
the adjustable Hotsticks, which are
optional on the Hobie 17, can break when
they are fully extended and forced to carry
weight, such as when a skipper falls off the
wings and hangs onto the Hotstick. While it
would be next to impossible to prevent
breakage in all cases, PMC, the Hotstick
manufacturer, is working on extra
strengthening which should help prevent
most failures of this type.

For the convenience of Hobie 17
skippers, two extra grommets were
installed on the front portion of Hobie 17
trampolines. This is for the optional Hobie
17 tramp bag which holds the main
halyard, course charts, life jacket, lunch,
sunscreen and so on. The bag is easy to
remove, so it can be locked up in a sail box
or taken home. For more on this bag, see
your Hobie dealer. p-,

Once the boat is righted, jibe the boat so that the long
shroud is to the leeward side. Then shorten the shroud.
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DON'T BLOW THAT LEAD:
THE NUTS AND BOLTS
OF STAYING AHEAD

By David Dellenbaugh

O.K., so you had a bad start, but you boat go as fast as possible, there's no way
hung in there and now you've gotten back  that anyone will catch you from behind.
near the top of the fleet. You're on the last You can't however, forget about your
leg or two of the race and there are nottoo  competition altogether. In fact, when your
many boats you can catch. In fact, every main goal is staying ahead of the boats
once in a while, you turn around and look behind you, their position is the single most
back. It seems as though there are a few important influence on your tactics. You
competitors who think they might be able just have to figure out a way to get to the
to pass you. What can you do to hold them  next mark faster and cover your com-
off? petitors at the same time. Let's discuss a

In aimost every race there's a time when few ways to do this.
your point of view changes from offense to First, the most basic principle of staying
defense. Right after the start, youre usually — ahead is to always position yourself
on the offensive. You're not satisfied with between your opponents and the next
your position, and your main focus is mark. This means that you want to be
ahead on all the boats you might be ableto  roughly on a line drawn between your
catch. nearest competitor and the mark (Diagram

The closer you getto the end of the race  1). If there are a number of boats close
and the closer you are to the top of the behind, pick a point that's in the middle of
fleet, the more you assume a defensive them and stay between this point and the
mode. You are more satisfied with your mark.
position at this point, and your main worry The reason for staying between the

is defending this position against the boats  other boats and the mark is that this will
behind you. It's logical to have a defensive minimize their chances to gain if the wind

point of view when A) you're winning the or current changes. In a wind shift, for
race; B) you're not winning, but there is a example, the amount that one boat gains
big gap between you and the boat ahead or loses to another is directly proportional
of you; C) you're not winning but your to the distance that separates them. So
position in the overall series is assured as when you're ahead, you want to minimize
long as you don't lose anybody. the separation between the boats.

There was a well-known football coach Besides the general tactic of staying
who once said that the best defense is a between your competition and the mark,
good offense. What he meant was thatthe  there are a number of specific tactics that
best way to keep your opponent from will help you maintain the lead. These
scoring a lot of points was to score a lot of include the “tight” cover, “loose” cover and
points yourself. As long as you had the a combination of the two.
ball, you're opponent couldn't do anything.

| think the same is true in sailing. The TIGHT COVER
surest way to stay ahead of your competi- Putting a tight cover on another boat

tion is to continue going as fast as possible  means that you have positioned yourself
toward the next mark. You can't stop follow-  ahead and to windward of them (Diagram
ing your strategic game plan just because 2). The great advantage of a tight cover is

you're looking back a little. You have to that it allows you to stay between your

keep working and pushing to get every- competitor and the next mark, while at the

thing you can out of the boat. If you play same time giving them bad air. This not

the wind shifts correctly and make your only helps you defend your lead but may, =
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in fact, allow you to increase it.

When would you want to put a tight
cover on another boat?

1. The most logical time is when the race
has come down to you and the other boat.
In other words, there are no other boats
that you have a chance of catching or that
have a chance of catching you.

2. Another time for a tight cover is when
you're in the final race of a series and there
is one other boat you have to beat. You
don't want to give them any chance to get
away from you.

3. Also, if a faster boat is trying to catch
you from behind, you can often hold her
off until the finish by applying a tight cover
and making her sail in your bad air.

Getting into a tight cover is not always
an easy thing, especially with fast boats
like cats. The reason is that in order to steal
someone else’'s wind, you have to be lined
up in the direction of their apparent wind.
Let me take a minute to explain apparent
versus true wind.

Pretend that your boat is stationary in
the water with no sails set. The wind that
you feel is what is called the “true” wind. It's
the same that you would feel if you were
standing on shore. When you hoist your
sails, the boat starts to move. The wind you
now feel is stronger than the true wind, and
it's coming more from the bow of the boat.
This resultant breeze is called the
“apparent” wind. It's a vector combination
of the true wind and the wind created by
the boat's movement.

In order to put a tight cover on another
boat, you have to get on their apparent
wind (Diagram 3), not their true wind. On a
boat that's moving fast, the apparent wind
is quite far forward. This means that you
have to be further in front of them than you
normally would think in order to put on a
tight cover. A good way to figure out
exactly where you should be is to look at
the wind pennant or bridle fly on the other

boat. This will point right at the position
where you should place your boat.

If you're successful at putting on a tight
cover, chances are good that they'll tack
away into clear air. If you tack at the same
time, you can usually get into a tight
covering position on the new tack as well.
This happens all the time in match races
such as the America’s Cup. The two boats
will literally tack their way to the windward
mark, with the boat that's behind trying to
escape from the leader's bad air. In a fleet
race, however, be wary of tacking too
much to maintain a tight cover. Especially
with a cat, which loses a lot in a tack, you
risk giving up too much distance on the
rest of the fleet.

LOOSE COVER

Instead of a tight cover, you'll sometimes
use what is known as a "loose” cover to
defend against boats behind you. When
covering loosely, you position yourself
between the other boat and the windward
mark, but you are not giving them bad air
(Diagram 4). You are also said to be using
aloose cover when you stay between
several boats (or a whole fleet) and the
mark.

Let's look at a couple of times when
youd want to use a loose cover instead of
atight cover.

1. The first, and perhaps most obvious,
is when you aren't able to apply a tight
cover. Let's say you are crossing ahead of
another boat on the final beat. If you tack
right on her wind, she will tack away and
you won't be covering her at all. It's
probably better to place your tack so that
she still has clear air; then, at least, you'll
have a loose cover.

2. Another time for a loose cover is
when there are several boats close behind.
In this case, you cant afford the costs of
placing a tight cover on any one boat. It
would be best to put a loose cover on all

28

&

DIAGRAM 1

TIGHT COVER ‘ l

&

DIAGRAM 2

-
QW

\

apparent wind

DIAGRAM 3

MAY-JUNE 19867/33



the boats in the group.

More often than not, tight and loose
covers are not used just by themselves.
They are combined into an overall plan to
help you achieve your goals.

COMBINING TIGHT AND LOOSE COVERS

A sailboat race is a lot like a chess game.
You have to plan your moves so they are
part of a larger plan and so they will help
you control your opponents. In sailing,
we're able to control the other boats a lot
more than most sailors realize. Consider
the following examples.

Example 1: You are leading the race
(Diagram 5) and you're on starboard tack
(A), crossing ahead of your nearest
competitor on port (B). You know from the
first two windward legs that there is more
wind on the right. Should you give this
boat a tight cover, a loose cover, or simply
continue on starboard tack?

You should probably give her a tight
cover; otherwise she will get to the better
wind before you. A tight cover gives her
two choices, both equally undesirable.
First, she could sail toward the favored
side, but in bad air. Second, she could tack
away toward the unfavored side to get
clear air. If your opponent chooses to tack
onto starboard, give her a loose cover in
that direction (It's O.K. to let her go toward
the wrong side.). If she tacks back to port,
however, clamp on a tight cover again.
This is called protecting the favored side.

Example 2: You are leading the race
again (see Diagram 6) and this time you're
on port tack (A) crossing ahead of the third
place boat (C) and the second place boat
(B). If neither side of the course is favored,
what should you do after crossing B?

In this case, you would probably want to
tack so you can establish a loose cover. If
you tacked with a tight cover on B's wind,
she would undoubtedly tack away. Youd
be left with one boat going left and the
other going right and no way to cover
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them both. A loose cover means that B
and C will continue in the same direction
and you'll be able to stick with them both.

There are a few generalizations we can
make about when to apply tight and loose
covers. Put a tight cover on a boat that is
either headed toward the favored side of
the course or headed away from the rest of
the fleet. Put a loose cover on a boat that is
headed toward the wrong side of the
course, going toward the other boats or
headed toward a layline. Remember, you
want to push the other boat to the layline
early.

COVERING DOWNWIND

Upwind, the boat that's ahead has an
advantage because she can use her wind
shadow to attack other boats and defend
her position. Downwind, however, the
opposite is true. Here the boat that's
behind is the one who can use her wind
shadow as a tactical weapon. That's why |
like the downwind legs so much; they give
the boats behind a better chance to catch
up. But they also mean that the leaders
must be extra sharp in order to stay ahead.

Like upwing, the trick to staying ahead
downwind is keeping between your com-
petition and the next mark. But, the added
challenge is to make sure that your air
stays clear. So, keep an eye on your bridle
fly; if it's pointing toward another boat, it
means that you're in bad air. The boats that
are behind will often sail higher than they
should on the leeward legs. If you can
keep your air clear, it usually pays to sail
a lower angle that is more toward the
mark.

Switching from the offense to the
defense requires an adjustment in mental
attitude. You cant afford the psychological
let down that often comes when you start
to look over your shoulder. So, keep work-
ing your boat and doing what you did to
get ahead. It will help you preserve your
hard-earned position.

LOOSE COVER 1 l l
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HARKIN
SUPER LOW
PROFILE
6:1 and 7:1
Main Sheet
System

Nothing succeeds like success! Copy the
winners and go for maximum mast rake
on your Hobie 16 with a Harkin 6:1
2V4”’ sheave system. For the Hobie 18,
convert this Harkin 6:1 to a 7:1 by ad-
ding a mini-block. Use 3/8’’ sheet rope
to minimize friction through the blocks.

345-2 Harkin 2% "’ Upper Block
345-4 Harkin 2%’ Lower Block
345-5 Harkin Mini-block

See your Local Dealer or order from us:
! ; Sailing Systems, Inc. 4815 Amy Drive
Crystal Lake, Il. 60014 (815) 455-4599

Tex-Car

NDUSTRI WE ARE CLOSING THE GAP
on having a full line of soft goods
Through our ad in the Hobie
Hotline, we now have products in
31 states

OUR PRESENT SOFT GOODS
INCLUDE:

Light padded crotched harnesses
—Standard

Heavy padded crotched harnesses

— Professional

Heavy padded crotchless harnesses
Southern Comfort

Trailerable Boat Covers for Hobies

16,17, and 18

Padded Rudder Covers

Dagger Board Covers

Sail and Boom Bags

Block and Sheet Bags

WE HAVE MANY DEALERS DISTRIBUTING OUR PRODUCTS.

We need many more to get our soft goods introduced to the Hobie Cat sailors. Tex Cat wants to work with Fleets
and Fleet members. We are offer-

SEND FOR OUR FREE CATALOG AND PRICE LIST ORDER FORM. ing a special Fleet Discount

Call toll free 1-800-826-8260 Please call our toll free number

in Texas 713-455-4194 and let us explain to you.

Tex-Cat Industries * PO. Box 24141 « Houston, Texas 77229
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There is a wanderlust feeling about driv-
ing down the thousand-mile highway along
the coast and through the mountains of
Baja. Countless bays and endless miles of
beaches beckon the explorer in each of us
to come and partake of Bajas sailing pos-
sibilities. This frontier is predominantly
uninhabited and undeveloped, but the
beauty that it holds is worth every minute
you spend to enjoy it. Getting the Baja
fever doesnt take long; just ask someone
that has been there or gaze'into some
pictures that share it's charm. Sunny days,
warm water and windy afternoons all to
yourself are part of the lure that will keep
you wanting to return to this sailing para-
dise again and again.

i VACATION FEVER

Preparing To Go

Some call it the thousand-mile dream.
Early missionaries knew it as Camino Real.
Truckers label.it Numero Uno. Tourists refer
to it as the Frijole Freeway. But to those of
us that can't wait to get back on it again, itis
simply the Baja Highway; the road that
takes us to our favorite playground. For
1054 miles it winds itself fromthe border
town of Tijuana, just south of San Diego,
California, along the 800-mile length of the
Baja Peninsula to lands end, at Cabo San
Lucas. It's path travels next to the cool blue
waters of the Pacific Ocean, then carries
yOu up arroyos, across barrancas, and
climbs to the mountains. From there it
drops you down onto the deserts, through
cactus gardens, then emerges on the Gulf
of California, also known as the Sea of
Cortez. From there it crosses the Tropic of
Cancer and onward toward the tip, where
the sea finally meets the ocean.

Are you starting to catch Baja fever?
Now that you want to go and you've got
the time, you must first start a list, and ask
yourself “What toys shall | bring? What's
the weather going to be like? Do | need to
have a 4-wheel drive? How much money
should | take?” The quéstions go on and
on. Every time you get'to go you always
learn a little more about what to take verses
what you really need. Before you leave

BY DAN MANGUS

PHOTOGRAPHY BY GUY MOTIL
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home, you'll wantto answer as many of the
questions as you can so you don't get
caughtlearning the hard way.

Go visit the library or the bookstore.
There are numerous publications and lots
of books about Baja. Buy. one you like that
tells the story, describes the locations,
offers tips and probably answers a lot of
your questions. Baja is part of Mexico, so
start thinking about the excitement of
going to another country. Pick up an
English to Spanish dictionary. Even though
some of the locals speak some broken
English, most do not, and they really enjoy
it when you try to speak their language.
Get the biggest, most detailed and Jatest
up-to-date map you €an find. | recommend
the Auto Club office nearest you.

If you're planning to stay for a short time;
two weeks or less, you will only need to
bring a copy of your birth certificate or a
valid U.S. passport for identification. For
longer stays you'll need to obtain a
Mexican Tourist Card from a Mexican
consulate. Minors under 18 traveling alone
or with persons other than their parents
also need a notarized letter of consent
from their parents,

Automobile insurance in Mexico is a
must. Simply stated, Mexican law does not
recognize any.insurance.except that
written by licensed Mexican insurance
companies, no matter what your American
policy says. To be fully protected while in
Baja, youmust carry Mexican insurance
on your car, trailer and boat. If the car but
not the trailer is insured and you are in an
accident, your car insurance is ne longer
valid: Mex Insur Automobile Insurance has
a few offices located just before the border
to handle your insurance needs on a per
day rate. It's expensive but necessary. For
example, a pick-up with a camper, towing a
trailer with a boat and planning a ten day
visit will cost about ninety dollars for full
coverage. Don't neglect it; just do it and
you'll feel a lot safer.

Make sure you bring enough money:.
You won't need a lot, but Mexico is
definitely not free. We always stop right
before the border and shop around for the
best exchange rate from one of the many
in the business. The dollar is very strong
and the Mexican péso is weak and has
been falling in value for years. As of March
1986 the exchange rate was 475 pesos to
one dollar or 47,500 pesos per one

JB/FHOBIE HOTLINE

hundred dollars. It sounds like a lot, but
you'll find that you'll need about $20-$40 a
day per couple if you're driving and
camping out and $40-$75 per day if youre
eating out and motel hopping. Of course, |
recommend driving to your planned
destination, bringing your own supplies
and camping out. This will only cost you
yourgas, the necessary Corona Beer and
Tequila that you need, and fréequent stop$
in the small villages to purchase a dozen
fresh tortillas. :




s

A Few Minor Precautions

All the gasoline in Mexico is sold only at
Pemex, which are government controlled
service stations. The price will always be
the same no matter how remote the
station. Buy everything you need with
pesos; dollars are only taken at a few
locations and the exchange rate is never
+ as good as before the border. There are
plenty of stations scattered down the
highway and they are usually no-more than
50 miles apart. Still, always play it safe and
work on the'top half of your tank. If you get
below half make sure you fill itdp at the
next station you see. The premium, or

“EXTRA," gasin the silver pump is

unleaded. The regular;, or “NOVA" is in the
blue pump. Some stations  frequently run
out of EXTRA so it is smart to fill often and
carrya ful@ve gallon gas can. Dlesel fuel

:’vé 'ﬁw;&vw— “n\.‘w \\«w‘—q&/~ A3
- . b W PRSIl - Q.
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is available at most major stations.

Be sure to take a first aid kit. Remember,
most of Baja is very desolate; you will not
be able to run to the store or just pick up
the phone. You need to be as self sufficient
as possible. If something breaks, you need
to have a replacement or the tools to fix it.
There are only a few large towns where
you will be able to get supplies or help in
case of an emergency: | don't want to
alarm you, but please heed this warning
and remember that you are in another
country. Be prepared and be safe. Take
your own drinking water. Although most all
the water in Baja is from natural wells and
very good, there is no need to take a
chance.if you do need to get water, ask for

purified water. If you are like me, you'll want
to eat the excellent native food. Just be
careful. Just like at home, if it doesn't look
good, donteat it. Do not eat any-fruit that
you have not peeled yourself. I it appears
that the food has been sitting out for
awhile, passon it. Follow these directions,
use common sense, and youwill probably
not get sick. If you do, just stick a finger in
both ends until you get meducatnon or see
a doctor.

No, you don't absolutely need a 4-wheel
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drive in Baja. They are nice to have in
some spots, but most locations are
accessible by the highway and well-
travelled dirt roads. The two-lane paved
highway is designed primarily to link Baja
to the U.S. with truck transportation. Much
of it is very narrow with no shoulders and
few turnouts. Most of the peninsula is in
open range lands and drivers must always
watch for livestock. Driving is extremely
hazardous after dark and not
recommended, as the crosses and
monuments frequently seen along the
roadside testify. If an approaching vehicle
flashes its lights at a bridge or narrow area,
it means that they intend to proceed
through, so you had better slow down or
even stop. Pull as far over on the right as
possible and allow the oncoming driver to
pass. Remember, caution is always the
best rule to follow.




The weather is generally very nice,
similar to the climate of Southern California:
The Pacific side is cooler and sometimes
foggy. The gulf side is more tropical and
the deserts have the potential to get very
hot. The dress is very casual. Bring a coat
. and some rain gear if you are travelling
between December and April. The rainfall
is only about ten inches a year on the
average. Take a nice shade hat, a good
pair of sunglasses and some protective
sunscreen. You should also bring along
your favorite toiletries, vitamins and
prescriptions. Don't forget to bring plenty of
toilet paper and paper towels, And, if you
have any old clothes you want to give
away to a good cause, bring themalong;
the locals have the need and are very
thankful.

Where To Go And What To Do

Baja is a sportsman’s paradise, so if you
have the room bring all the toys you can.
Include your Hobie Cat, a couple of Alpha
sailboards, a diving mask and fins, a
fishing pole, and an Alpha Wave or a
surfboard for the surf. Take your camera
and plenty of film. Every turn in the road is
a new scene that you'll want to take home
to share with your friends.

These are a-few of our favorite spots,
plus there are many more waiting to be
discovered: Bahia de Todas Santos, south
of Ensenada, is the site of a large Hobie
regatta every year presented by Fleet Four.

“The Midwinters West is another great
Hobie Cat event that is held every year in
San Felipe. A great introduction to Baja is
to go down with a group of friends to one
of these Hobie évents. Other locations to
check out are Bahia San Quintin, with it's
beaches full of sand dollars; Scammons
Lagoon, home of the California gray whale;
Punta Abreojos, surfsailing hot spot; Bahia
Concepcion, known forit's spectacular
sunrises; Loreto, where even the
mountains swim; Bahia Magdalena, where
the pelican is king; and Cabo San Lucas,
where you can look through the arch in the
rock and watch the gulf and the ocean
meet.

OK. let's go! Get you car tuned up,
make sure your trailer has a spare tire and
the bearings have been greased. Throw in
all the toys, the camping gear, and the .
cooler. Turn on the phone machine and tell
them all that they're really going to miss it,
because you're going to one of the last
hideaways=~ paradise, custom ordered for

. a perfect Hobie holiday. )
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HOBIE APPAREL (LEFT) AND RAISINS (RIGHT)
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NEW FEATURES
*Fast Drying - Helps prevent mildew
by decreasing drying time by 50-90%.

*Self-Bailing - Holes in the bottom of
the inside liner allow water to exit. Rain
or road water cannot enter.

STANDARD FEATURES

*Large capacity (10’ long x 21" wide x 15" tall) holds
sails, boom, daggerboards and all related sailing gear.

*Convenient access from both ends.

*Secure, key-lock doors.

*Lightweight — Easy to handle and to tow.

*Rugged polyethylene construction with aluminum frame.

*UPS Deliverable - Saves time, aggravation and expense vs.

common carrier.
*Easy to assemble w/ screwdriver and pliers.

*Economical and built to stay that way: Everything is
repairable/replaceable.

Air Holes

Qutside Liner

Inside Liner

Air and Drain Holes

THE DRYING MACHINE

Soaking wet sailing gear drains into the

bottom of the box and water exits through

drain holes in the inside liner. 0oy IR .
Moisture from damp sails & equipment 2 yr. limited guarantee,
evaporates into the air spaces of the box and ~ manufacturing, workmanship
out into the space between the inside and & materials.

outside liners.

Dry air is forced through offset holes in the
bottom outside liner and circulates through
space between the liners and into the main
compartment to carry off extra moisture and

condensation. ’ ". ‘_“ n s = ‘“ K

The Innovators

See your local dealer



Hobie 18 Easy Right

Here it is! A %2’ hollow braid with an internal
shock cord: The Hobie 18 righting system. It
attaches to the boat at the front crossbar with

a shackle and ring. Or, it attaches with a cord
thru the daggerboard shock-cord tie-off hole in
the deck. Either way maintains an ultra-low
profile for this righting system. It ties off at the
rudder pin on the transom, allowing access to
the righting system from the lower hull when
capsized. Works great as a crew safety line, too!

Only $39.95

éee your Local Dealer or order from us:
Sailing Systems, Inc. 4815 Amy Drive
Crystal Lake, Il. 60014 (815) 455-4599

AS SAILMAKERS FOR
AND HOBIE DEALERS FOR 12
YEARS, WE SOLICIT YOUR
WINDOW INSTALLATION, BOLTROPE
AND BATTEN POCKET F'iEF—J[ﬂLi‘iv'
TRAMPOLINE WORK, ETC. FIVE \
TO TEN DAY TURN AROUND
EXCELLENT IKMANSHIP,

14 YEARS

INSURANCE ATES /\
48 HOUR SE AT ‘.\3/'

o [ o
DOUBLE RATES AND |/
TIME AVAILABILITY ‘@ QL_,T ,’ =
CALL FOR QUOTE OR /
see vour Hobie Cat v [ |_o& L
orn HOLDERoEALE ;‘zl/ﬁ\»\,_ H’/

[ Ln =

———ALSO-——— \/) ;
wower COVERS /S \/ [/
s () /]

Hobie cat

hris Rooke
e RO

repairs and inf n

OKE SAILS [

FUN CENTER.

Producer of THE SAILBOARD
BOOK, the ultimate book of
boardsailing, GrubbStake Media
Ltd. announces more books,
booklets, postcards, videos and
posters for 1986!

(714)650-1883
OR AT YOUR DEALER.

—7 :
/ Mu§ gzkg%orgagslagrs. S§b§o§eltsEfo§Js on

specific skill areas of boardsailing, explaining and showing
hows, whys, easy-ways, and pro tips. List Retail $3.50

The Booklets: g
« GYBING A

 SLALOM ,
- RIGGING AND TUNING [ﬁ
« WAVES, CHOP, AND HIGH WINDS '\
- WATERSTARTS AND BEACHSTARTS
- BOARDSAILING IN STRONGER WINDS

GrubbStake Media Ltd., 2906 A W. Pacific Coast Hwy., Newport Beach, CA 92663

®
Y/
%
&
)
¢
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RUDDER FLAGS

"Keep’'s Them Off Your Tail!"’

Bright Red Nylon Flags with Flourescent-Orange
Tips, attaches to Rudders with Velcro® Closures.
Sized to Fit Hobie® 14, 16, & 18. Please Specify
Boat Size.

$12°

The D.A.M.N. Bag

3.29"3

The NHalyard Pocket *
127
_kal-'llo Straps -/« € .
2 . 98¢
L2
AA 1 $q2s
*Money Ords D.A.M.N.
*LOU SAILING ACCESSORIES
P.0.BOX 1013 MANNFORD, OKLA. 74044-1013

Satisfied - Or Money Back  Money Back Guarantee

HOGS BREATH
IS BETTER
THAN
NO BREATH

SA ' :' AT ALL

‘\71)( B¢

Ft. Walton Beach, FL ORDER
NOW

800-826-6969
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RACING

May/June 1986

IN THIS SECTION:
Major Regattas
Regatta Schedules
Fleet News

Regatta Results

e | SRR S -
WORLD HOBIE CLASS ASSOCIATION

The racing section of the Hobie Hotline consists of regatta news and results as
reported by the fleets. If you would like to see your fleet recognized in this section,
please submit typed, double-spaced articles and black and white glossy photos
only. Return of photo contributions cannot be guaranteed, so please submit
duplicate photos. Send all contributions to Liz Reed, Hobie Class Association,
P.O. Box 1008, Oceanside, California 92054.
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MAJOR EVENTS

MAJOR REGATTAS

May 3-4

May 7-10

May 8-11

May 10-11

May 16-18

May 17-25

May 24-25

May 24-25

May 31-June 1
June 6-13

June 21-22
August 3-10
August (T)*
August 24-30
September 16-19
September 21-27
October (T) *

To be announced
To be announced
November

Las Vegas Hobie Grand Prix

Las Vegas, Nevada

Hobie 33 U.S. National Championship
New Orleans, Louisiana
TA.L.H.H.C.EER.R.

Lake Havasu, Arizona

Gulf Coast Championships/Fleet 70
Biloxi, Mississippi

1986 Northeastern Championships
Onieda Shore Park, New York

Hog's Breath 1000 Long Distance Invitational
Florida

Mid-Americans/Fleet 23

Lake Texoma, Texas

Hog'’s Breath Regatta

Fort Walton Beach, Florida

Atlantic Coast Championships/Fleet 32
Virginia Beach, Virginia

Hobie 17 National Championship

La Jolla, California

Clementine’s Saloon Mideastern Championships
South Haven, Michigan

Hobie 16 World Championship

Fiji

Canadian National Championships
Canada

Hobie 18 U.S. National Championship
Cedar Point, Ohio

Hobie Cat U.S. Womens Championship
Cape May, New Jersey

Hobie 16 U.S. National Championship
Cape May, New Jersey

Alpha Wave Invitational

San Onofre, California

Hobie 14 U.S. National Championship
Hobie 14 Turbo National Championship
Alpha World Championship

Key Biscayne, Florida

H.CA.
619-758-9100

H.CA.
619-758-9100

H.C.A.
619-758-9100
Mark Ederer
601-875-6135
Dale Ryan
716-288-1804
Don Algie
904-243-4422
Holt Mead
817-267-8464
Kelly O'Brien
904-243-2628
H.C.A.
619-758-9100
H.C.A
619-758-9100
Bob Theissen
616-629-4112
H.C.A.
619-758-9100
H.C.A.
619-758-9100
H.CA.
619-758-9100
H.CA.
619-758-9100
H.CA.
619-758-9100

A.CA.
619-758-9100

A.CA.
619-758-9100

REGATTA SCHEDULE

D'-v'-sion 2 une 28-29 Big Bear Hobie Cup 86'/Fleet#16 Steve Prather
Big Bear Laki CA 714/642-8380
May 3-4 Las Vegas Grand Prix/Fleet#5] Thomas Sports July 12-13 Long Beach Hobie Grand Prix Jim Savage
v 702/368-2885 Long Beach, CA 714/629-2622
May 8-11 T.L.H.H.C.F.F.R.R. H.C.A. 26~ Tod Pam Caldwell
Lake Havasu City, AZ 619/758-9100 Ens 619/462-2117
May Windy Sails
818/365-4531
- = =
oy 31-3ume 1 Division 3
The Classic/Fleetefd Jol res May 3 Transdelta/Fleet#280 Lenora Rutledge
Silver Stand State Beach, CA 619/453-1100 Rio Visa, CA 209/368-3753
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ST HOBIE 17 US. NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA  JUNE 6-13, 1986

The first Hobie 17 U.S. National
Championship will be held in the waters
off the coast of Southern California in
scenic La Jolla. If you've always wanted
to visit California, here's a golden oppor-
tunity to see the Golden State and also
compete for the newest Hobie national
title.

This event is open to all skippers,
even those who haven't been active for
awhile. This is an excellent chance to try
out the newest Hobie Cat.

Round-robin qualifying races will be
held on Saturday, June 7 and Sunday,
June 8 for local sailors with a maximum
of 96 contestants competing on 48
identically supplied Hobie 17s. The top
48 from this series will start racing again
on Wednesday, June 11 in the champi-
onship round-robin series.

For out-of-state sailors, the second
series of round-robin qualifying races
will be run on Monday, June 9 and
Tuesday, June 10. Again, a possible 96
contestants can compete. The top 48
from this series will race against the top
48 from the earlier series starting on
June 11.

The championship series will be held
Wednesday and Thursday with the field
being trimmed to the top 48 contestants
on Thursday evening.

The final series will be held on Friday,
June 13 with the top 48 sailors compet-
ing in every race against each other for
the title of First Hobie 17 U.S. National
Champion. Those sailors 40 and over
are eligible to compete for a special
master’s trophy.

All sailors are asked to preregister.
Those wishing to register at the event
will be accommodated only if space is
available. Preregistering skippers must
mail the form below with an entry fee of
$100.00. A boat damage deposit of
$250.00 in the form of cash or a trav-
eller's check will be required upon
check-in. Do not mail the damage
deposit. The deposit is returnable if no
damage is done to boats.

Accommodations are available at the
Sea Lodge at La Jolla Shores which is
on the beach and at the La Jolla Wind-
igo near La Jolla Shores.

HOBIE 17 U.S. NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RACE REGISTRATION FORM

(This form must be postmarked by May 9, 1986)

Name

Address

City State Zip

I qualify to compete for the master'strophy 0 Age

Telephone ( )

Weight (No minimum crew weight. For HCA info only)

I would like to enter the June 8-9 0  June 9-10 [J qualifying races.
Please send an information packet on:

0 other accommodations

0O camping/RV parks

O sightseeing in San Diego

Mail this form to: Hobie Class Association, Hobie 17 National Championship,
P.O. Box 1008, Oceanside, CA 92054.

HOBIE 17 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP ROOM REGISTRATION FORM

For Sea Lodge at La Jolla or La Jolla Windigo

Dates of Stay:

Individual's Name

Address

City State Zip
Telephone ( )

Arrival date Departure date

Type of Accommodation: Single 0 Doubled Other
Rates for Sea Lodge: Single—$83 Double—$93
Rates for Windigo: Studio—$70 One bedroom—$85 Two bedroom—$100

Please confirm this reservation by enclosing a check prior to May 9, 1986 in the
amount of the first night's deposit directly to Sea Lodge. Mail the check and this form
to Sea Lodge, 8110 Camino del Oro, La Jolla, CA 92037. Or mail form to the Windigo,
8205 Camino del Oro, La Jolla, CA 92037.

All rooms are guaranteed for a 3:00 p.m. check-in. Check out is at 11:00 a.m.
All animals are strictly prohibited.

Signature Date
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REGATTA SCHEDULE

DIVISION 3 Division 9

May 10-
May 2

& ill
June 7-8
ne 21-22 l4th Annual Round Treasure Margaret Heath
pl ships Bob re
ly 12-13 s ary
eet#191 wi y
919/668-021
1 elsor
a/Fleet#9 Carter mington, O o “0354
Seattle, WA 285-1685 )
arol Res
. : : . 02/244-016
= May 13 v d ints Regatta leet 8 Ar R
-8 estival Regatta/Fleet#33 & 72 Fuller N » AT,
Vsncouver Lake 503/244-2836
5 May 1 D Reg a V 3 James Freder k
Hoover Resevoir, Colusmbus, OF 419/898-04

Victoria,

Bictoria,

21- Memorial Regatta/F TR
June 28-29 Kelowna Regatta i &
Kelowna Lake, B.C., 604/ 7€ S14
1 vist 10 Cha ps/Fleet#68 im Dayka
28-29 ¢#105 orain, OH
- June 21-22 deastern Chamg ct sundbe
Jun 1 Canadian Prarie Champ ships/F t#s525 = x
Saskachtawan, Ca .
4-€ nship k e st
-6 s Regatta R
12-13 ing Pete Sikora Assr 1
Park, OF 5 3 . )
July 19-20 Valley/Fle off Gillsor Beach,
Whatcom, Bellingham, WA
26-2 lens Blowou Div. & Chamo. M Ward
WA 283-32
Division 6
May 3-4 nual lympi Re Rolf U y 8 1 Mary 1
May 17-18 a 128 Ke 1 ng Points Regatta

sb, Shore Acres,

May Mid-America i ip/Fleec#? Holt Mead Ju Frank Brearley
712 609/698-8677

Lake Texoma,

Island,

June 14-15 2 Brent Quick
Beach, TX 409/963-1064 2
June 28-29 ¥:
sb, Long Be
July 12-13 West Texas Blowout Regatta/Fleet#326 Walter Campbell
Twir X 66-362 Fleet#54
27 10th Annual S, a/Fleet#99
Port Aransas, TX 12/851-219 § Fleet#73  Bill Hiller

Division 8

May 3-4

May 24-25 Cocoa Beach Mem
olaris Beach

Ber
226-5568

Anna Maria

Cortez Bea

-13 et#l24
July 12-13 ly 11-1
be announced
July 26-27 2nd Annual Jacksonville Beach Regatta aly 26-27 Ruel
Jac ville Beach, FI




Holder 12 National Championship
Arlington Yacht Club
Arlington, Texas

Junior (13 and under) and National (13 and over) Champion-
ship Series June 9-12

Women and Seniors Championship Series June 13-14

This championship regatta will be run in the traditional Hobie
style with 36 new Holders race-ready for a round robin series.
This event is open to anyone, so pack up the family and come
to beautiful Texas. It will be the height of the sailing season with
great winds and super weather.

Registration: June 8-9 until 10:00 a.m. First race at 12:00 p.m.
ondJune 9

Cost: $35.00 Students/$50.00 All Others

A $50.00 refundable equipment deposit is due at the site.
Check or Visa cards also acceptable.

Entry fee includes hat, T-shirt, lunch, and party.

There will be a $10.00 late charge for entries after June 3.

Entry: Holder Class Association, P.O. Box 1008, Oceanside,
CA 92054, (619) 758-9100, or John Silas (817) 265-2746.

Equipment: All Holder 12s will be race equipped. Personal
items such as a compass, tell tales, and a life jacket will not be
supplied.

Accommodations: Hotel and Camping information may be
obtained by calling John Silas at (817) 265-2746.

- GULF COAST -

CHAMPIONSHIPS

Nationals Qualifier and Points Regatta
May10and 11
Ocean Springs, MS
Hosted by Fleet 70

[;cmping, Restrooms, Showers, and
Meals available at race site.

00000000000
LA IR R R R R NN )

l:or more information call
George Zorn at 601-875-8645 or
Sea Shore Sails at 601-863-2826

1986 Canadian Hotiy,

d“o
(4 "Qp

‘ August 16-22

Kingston, Ontario

Hosted by the
O.H.C.A. and

e e
g P I"",,,’_‘

o -
photo by Michael Taylor

For full information on camping and accommodations,
contact Steve Reid: (416)731-5825, (416)665-5960;
22 Reith Way, Thornhill, Ontario, L3T 5C7

Open to ALL Hobies, no prequalifying required.
REGISTRATION:
18's & 16's - $140.00 Cdn., $100.00 US
14's & 17's - $100.00 Cdn., $ 65.00 US

SPECIAL RATES BEFORE JUNE 15!!!

QUEBEC
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REGATTA SCHEDULE

DIVISION 14

May 10-11

May 24-25

May 31-June 1

lay 31

June 7-8

June 21-22

'86 Thundering Hulls Points Regatta
Lake Thunderbird, Norman, OK

Mid-America Championship/Fleet#23 Holt Mead
Lake Texoma, TX B17/267-8464

The Wildcat Regatta/Fleet#27 c Trent
Lake Cheney, Wichita, K 316/269-1500

First Annual Alpha Points Regatta
Hillside Travel Trailer Park, Tyler

Tulsa Catfight Points Regatta/Fleet#25
Sequoyah Bay Park, Tulsa, OK

1986 Hefner "Cat" Classi

Lske Hefner, Li

11th Annual Praire National Points Greg Trent
R / 316/269-1500
Lake Cheney,

East T
Texas

Championships

DIVISION 15

May 17-18

May 24-25

June 14~15

13cth Ann
Panama C

en Buster Sandi Kalata
904/265-2600

George Zorn

601/875-8645

leect#93 Lou Gulling
318/981-3780

Biscayne, FL

Hog's Breath Regatta
Ft. Walton Beach, FL

Travis Handwerker

Joe Guarine
904/968-2939

David Thoren
601/956-8362

Mark E

DIVISION 16

May 16-18

10th Anniversary Madcatter Rico Quatrone
& 1986 Northeastern Hobie Cat Championship
Oneida Shores Park, Brewerton, NY 315/432-8292

Division 16 Championships/Fleetf#183
Toronto, Ontario, Canada

Presque Isle Hobie Cat Regatta
Presque Islae, PA

wendt Beach Regatta/Fleetf119
Angola, NY

Ron Pfender
716/681-0241

Points Regatta/Fleet?s
Seneca Lake, NY

Sundan
Long P

K11 Regatta/Fleet#256 Sharon Chamberlain
Park, NY 716/773-3369

INTERNATIONAL

First South East Asian Hobie
18 Championship

Fleet 492, Int'l Division
Singapore

December 27-31, 1985

by: David Theobald

A noted Singapore sailor
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has just won the South East
Asia Games Enterprise (one
hull) title in a boat called “Like
a Virgin." That name is appro-
priate because Hobie Class
Fleet 492 felt increasingly like
a girl on her first date as we
got deeper and deeper Into

Ma 24-26 Fleet Regatt
Bala
May 28-29 angstrecke We
May 31-June
b 3l-June
Ma 3l - e 1
May 31~ e 1
May 31-June
jl-June
June 7-8
une -8
une 7-8

June l4-15

June 14-15

e 14-15
une l4-

e 2

e 21-22 1
une - Regate d 2

ne 28-29

June 28-29

une 28-July 5

organizing our first intertna-
tional regatta only nine
months after our fleet's forma-
tion. What happens next? How
do you run a regatta with no
money? Can you get 26 bri-
dles from Californiain 12
hours? (Answer: yes.)

e Pokal

in Regat

Camps

The First South East Asian
Hobie 18 Championship, held
in Singapore between Christ-
mas and New Year, was a
carry on from an idea started
in the Philippines with the 14s
in 1983 and continued the next
year in Hong Kong with the



U.S. NATIONAL

HULL FLYING
CHAMPIONSHIP

AND SPEED TRIALS

® AN OFFICIAL HOBIE CAT EVENT o
e JUNE 14 & 15, 1986

HOSTED BY

SANDY HOOK HOBIE FLEET 250
ATLANTIC HIGHLANDS, NEW JERSEY

NEW JERSEY BOARD OF TOURISM
AND

HOBIE CAT®
“New Jersey and You Perfect Together”

e HOBIE CAT® 16’S ONLY @ TEAM PICTURES @ BEACH PARTY JUNE 14 @

HULL FLYING s Prizes ] SPEED TRIALS

e 1st PLACE — New Set of Sails ® 1st PLACE — Full Body Wet Suit
e 2nd PLACE — Full Trap Harness e 2nd PLACE — Full Trap Harness
e 3rd PLACE — Large Coleman Cooler ® 3rd PLACE — Cooler

©® REGISTRATION FEE of $35.00 Must be Received by May 15, 1986 e
e Limited to 100 Entrees ®

For Registration Form and Information Packet Write to:

MULTI VIDEO PRODUCTIONS INC. SANDY HOOK HOBIE FLEET 250
341 Broad Street Officers: MIKE 0’'HARA/Commodore (201) 541-4891
Clifton, N.J. 07013 KEN APPOSTOLICO (201) 297-9587
Attn: GERARD NAZIMEK WOLFGANG KORNWEBEL (201) 291-3534

orcall: (201) 742-2999
e Hobie Cat 16's May be Available by Request on Registration Form e
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16s. Racing was to be for the
David Socash Memorial tro-
phy. After all the invitations
had been sent out and
accepted it soon became
apparent that the Champion-
ship would be better titled
“The First Asia-Pacific Hobie
18 Championship (which it will
be called from now on) since
entries from those well-known
South East Asian countries,
Papua New Guinea, New Cal-
edonia, U.S.A., and Hong
Kong joined Indonesia,
Thailand and, of course, Sin-
gapore to complete the line-up
of 33 entries which were on
the beach for the opening
race.

Singapore is officially pro-
moting water sports of all
varieties and this was reflected
in the fact that a high ranking
minister was on hand to
declare the proceedings
under way. After the Hobie tra-
dition of the mixing of the
waters, the various teams set
about sorting out a game plan
for the first couple of races.
That there was a reasonably
good wind about 200 meters
offshore was obvious to every-
one. That there was one of the
biggest tides of the year with
its attendant fierce currents
only became obvious to non
locals after the first couple of
races. Mastery of this current
(or otherwise) was to prove to
be a major factor on how one
fared in the regatta.

Unforseen problems at the
last minute meant that the
scheduled practice race had
to be abandoned, so the first
time the crews left the beach it
was for real. Fleet 492 had
organized the regatta with the
hope of coinciding it with the
start of the Northeast Mon-
soon Season—a time when
winds should be at their most
reliable. We were not disap-
pointed, for the winds so
visible from the shore proved
to be 15 to 20 knots (albeit a bit
gusty) and they were to stay
with us for virtually the whole
four days of the regatta.

The first race (like so many
to come, a 4-11) ended with
Singapore sailors one and two
and the expected strong chal-
lenge from New Caledonia
and Papua New Guinea
nowhere to be seen. We later
found that neither team had
even seen an 18 before, being
confirmed 16 sailors. ‘Just wait
until we get used to the boats,”
they said.

The second race seemed to
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bear out this threat with a
sailor from Port Moresby com-
ing in second. During this
race, one of the other PNG
teams succeeded in finishing
the course in a boat that was
barely in one piece, having
lost during the race the follow-
ing items: a port jib fairlead
track, port rudder, the whole
starboard trampoline track
and the main traveller. Moral?
Beware of monel rivets being
sold as stainless steel.

The end of the first day's
competition saw the husband
and wife team of Ray and
Andrea Walker of Singapore in
the lead and the Beach Com-
mittee contemplating the
carnage of torn jibs, broken
rudders and the seemingly
undersized stock of spare
parts.

Day two dawned and the
wind came in on the dot as on
the first day. Three races were
scheduled and duly com-
pleted and a pattern began to
take shape in the results. As
always, consistency was
being seen to pay off. The
Walkers were sailing very
steadily and the whole New
Caledonian team was starting
to string together some useful
results. A couple of local
hopes were scoring firsts and
seconds only to be followed
by an eighth or worse. At least
the boats seemed to be hold-
ing up better with no major
breakages. All the boats for
the regatta were borrowed
from Fleet 492 members and
despite some considerable
upgrading, there was some
worry that some of the boats
might not stay the course after
the demolition derby of the
first day.

Day three saw the first hint
that the wind might not stay for
good. Winds were definitely
four or five knots less. Racing
followed the pattern set during
the first two days with the New
Caldedonains keeping up the
pressure on Ray Walker, but
David and Barbara Bliss of
Hong Kong were coming into
contention for the top spot.
After the round robin of the
first three days, that night saw
the cut for the top 25 boats of
the final two races.

During the final day, the fight
for the top three places was
very close. The wind was
dying all the time but the end
was in sight. The last race (our
old friend 4-11) saw Ray Walker
only needing to beat David
Bliss in order to bring the title

to Sinagpore. But, it was not
that easy as Jean Pierre Fer-
rigno of New Caledonia
romped home by a street with
his teammate Jacques Frei in
second. That turn of events
gave Jacques Frei the overall
victory with Ray Walker sec-
ond and Bliss in third.

When all the tabulating had
finally been done, the nar-
rowness of the result was very
evident. The fact that the
whole New Caledonian team
finished in the top nine was
also very evident. They later
commented that the condi-
tions were akin to a mill pond
compared to their usual
venue. Us local chaps thought
they were the most consis-
tently windy days of racing we
had seen for ages. One man's
meat. . .

By the time New Year's day
rolled around we knew we had
done it. We had survived our
first date and it wasn't so bad
after all. Many thanks to heaps
of people who are too numer-
ous to mention, but Tony
Laurent must get a special
mention for being such an
excellent race officer. He
made fitting ten races into
three and a half days look an
absolute breeze and really
kept the race committee on its
toes. Just ask anyone who
was on the race committee.
What next? The Intergalactic

17s sounded like a great idea
after this one, but perhaps we
had better clear up this one
first and reintroduce ourselves
to our wives and families.

The top ten finishers in the
First South East Asian Hobie
18 Championship looked like
this: 1. Jacques Frei/Olivier
Bachet—New Caledonia—25
2. Ray Walker/Andrea
Walker — Singapore —26.5 3.
David Bliss/Barbara Bliss—
Hong Kong—28.25 4. Scott
McCook/Alice Lim—Sin-
gapore—38.5 5. Jose Marti/
Clare Wee —Singapore —416.
Vladimir Revay/Daniela
Bassard — New Caledonia—
437. Jean P. Ferrigno/Lolia
Grondein— New Caledonia—
43.75 8. Jean C. Bougras/
Jean P. Favre — New Cal-
edonia—58.5 9. Loke Yuen
Kong/Warren Quek—Sin-
gapore—6110. Nick
McQueen/Leslie Bird—Hong
Kong—70.

Our Error: Alpha Fleet 1

Due to an editorial mistake
in the March/April '86 issue,
HOTLINE placed Alpha
Fleet1in Riverside,
California when it is actually
located in Melbourne,
Florida. HOTLINE regrets
this error and apologizes to
the fleet members and
organizers of Alpha Fleet 1.
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10. Beeck
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FLEET 514 DIVISION 2 11
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17. Mark Wittrup/Cathy Wittrup Peyton 19 23 19 64
18. John Halter/Michael Halter Sylmar 17 7 14 65
19. Alex Tschaikowsky/Natalie Tschaikowsky Mission Viejo CA 22 16 21 65
20. Ken Covey/Tom Neison Bakersfield CA 21 24 20 71
21. Chris Harris/Janie Bukowski Del Rey Daks 14 11 24 7
22. David Crocker/Tressie Los Angeles CA 13 19 18 76
23. Monty Bisson/Paula Bellows Big Bear Lakes CA 26 22 23 88
24. Greg Davis/Sharon Del Mar CA 26 26 22 90
25. Gordon Moncibais/ Vallejo CA 26 14 26 92
26. Corky Aucreman/Barbara Aucreman Malibu, CA 26 26 26 108
HOBIE 138
RACES
SKIPPER STATE 1 2 - | B TOTAL
1. Chris Lewis/Dana Arenskov Costa Mesa CA 3/4 /4 2 3/4 3
2. Robert Peloquin/Darren Sand Camarillo 2 4 3/8 3 8 3/4
3. Marc Samson/ Bob Bingham Huntington Beach CA 5 3 7 2 12
4. Tom Ybarrola Sr./Tom Ybarrola Jr. Del Mar CA 3 2 4 4 13
5. Bill Wainwright/Bill Goldfoos Merced CA 4 7 5 5 20
6. Lloyd Wagner/Frank Devincenzi Kenwood 9 5 3 7 20
7. Mike Hansen/Matt Hansen Modesto CA 7 9 8 6 30
8. Ken Ruiz/Eric Robinson Vista CA 6 6 9 9 30
9. Jim Terrick/Cathleen Woore Garden Grove CA 8 8 6 9 31
HOBIL 18¢ RACES
SKIPPER STATE 1 2 3 4 TOTAL
1. Jim Savage/Patricia 3/4 2 /4 3/4 ay
2. Erik Bjerring/Dian Goodwin Rancho P. V. CA 2 3/4 4 2 5%
3. Kirk Wells/Dave Lucas San Celmente CA 3 8 5 5 15
4. Richard Carroll/Jack Fengel Glendora CA 7 5 2 4 15
5. David Power/Eric Yeager Las Vegas NV 6 6 7 3 17
u. Frank Pilato/Mike Grimley Upland CA 5 3 6 6 20
7. Mike Weintheser/Debbie Coburn Long Beach CA 9 7 3 7 26
8. William A. Johnson/Randy Oxnard CA 4 8 8 9 gn
9. Greg Cook/Larraine Watts S.J.Capistrano CA 8 < 8 9 30
HOBIE CAT MIDWINTERS WEST REGATTA
SAN FELIPE, MEXICO
FEBRUARY 22-23, 1986
RACES
SKIPPER STATE 1 2 3 4 TOTAL
1. Gene Koher/Steve Koher San Diego CA 3/4 4 3/4 3/4 5y
2. Bernie Berger/George Will Granada Hills CA 5 3 2 2 7 3/4
3. Kyle Riddle/Drew Riddle Grand Prairie 2 2 3 8 9
4. John Farrell/Jim Farrell Huntington Beach CA 3 3/4 S 3 10 3/4
5. Ross Carlson/Ken Brazell Lakeside CA 6 5 4 5 19
6. Mike Wyman/Bob Pollock Las Vegas NV 8 8 8 4 28
7. Rimas Tumas/Rita Tumas Simi Valley 4 8 8 8 28
8. Anne-Marie Losk/Les Rhebar Los Angeles CA 8 8 6 8 30
HOBIE CAT NIDWINTERS WEST REGATTA
SAN FELIPE, MEXICO
FEBRUARY 22-23, 1986
HOBIE 17
I RACES
SKIPPER STATE 1 2 3 ) 5 TOTAL
1. Jeff Alter Capistrano Beach 3/4 3/4 3/4 3/4 17 3
2. Matt Miller San Diego CA 3 3 1 4 3/4 10 3/4
3. Steve Leo Irvine CA 4 2 9 5 2 13
4. David Clacher San Ramon 16 B B 2 5 15
5. John Wake Dana Point CA 9 9 6 3 4 22
6. Wayne Schafer Dana Point CA 2 16 3 15 3 23
7. Doug Johnson Pacifica 5 5 8 6 11 24
8. Woody Cox g 8 10 5 11 6 29
9. Ron Waginere Venice CA 6 13 7 9 8 30
10. 8111 Greer San Diego CA 10 6 2 17 17 35
11. Brian Smith San Diego CA 7 8 16 14 7 36
12. Bruce Fields Torrance CA 11 7 10 13 12 40
13. Mike Ettle San Jose CA 12 11 13 7 14 43
14, David Baumgartner San Jose 14 15 14 8 9 45
15. Rich May Cerritos CA 13 14 15 10 10 4
16. Tom Runyon Phoenix AZ 15 12 12 12 13 4
17. Bi11 Bulton Antioch 17 17 17 17 17 68
HOBIE CAT MIDWINTERS REGATTA
SAN FELIPE, ME
FEBRUARY 22-23,
HOBIE 16A
g RACES
SKIPPER STATE 1 2 TOTAL
1. Keith Christensen/Curt Christensen Long Beach CA 3/4 s r
2. Hobie Alter Jr./Sean Alter Capistrano Beach CA 2 3/4 9 3/4
3. Steve Myrter/Lorie Miller Capistrano Beach CA 5 2 13
4. Carlton Tucker/Marci Moore Ft. Walton Beach 6 12 13 3/4
5. Bob Seaman/Jana Seaman Los Angeles CA 4 3 16
6. John Hauser/Terry Hauser Huntington Beach CA 3 6 4
7. Geoff Walsh/Ellie Beverly Hills CA 19 9 36
8. Jeff Casher/Gail Casher Agoura Hills 8 18 7
9. Lee Dockstader/Nancy Cardiff CA 7 8 38
10. Thomas Materna/Donna Materna Sherman Oaks CA 7 10 38
11. Carl Nunes/Julie Taskey San Diego CA 16 15 &
12. Mike Hammond/Jo Haynes San Diego CA 12 23 56
13. Van Parseghian/Jan Loomis San Jose CA 18 26 57
14. Dan Delave/Kim Williams Long Beach CA 1 11 58
15. Roger Neathery/Denise Neathery Boulder Creek 33 14 60
16. Paula Alter/Rick Moore Capistrano Beach CA 27 7 61
17. John Myhre/Carla Martin Kailua 10 30 62
18. Mike Chee/Cathy Chee San Diego CA 13 25 63
19. Bob Shay/Bonnie Schreck Salt Lake City UT 14 32 66
20. Bill Sanders/Paul Tamalunas Canyon Lake 31 13 67
21. Don Oltmans/Bernie 01tman Huntington Beach CA 15 5 68
22. Udo Winkler/Robyn Running Springs 22 4 69
23. Phil Hernandez/Joanne Hernandez Huntington Beach CA 41 21 82
24. Mike Arnerich/David Rempfer Modesto CA 32 33 97
25. Ed Fulton/Debbie Ferre Salt Lake City 26 36 93
26. Jason Roberson/Greg Jackson Rancho P. Verdes 36 27 100
27. Ray Howard/Carolyn Howard Tustin CA 9 19 110
28. Chuck Skupniewicz/Linda Monterey CA 30 17 11
29. Billy Rendler/Kathy Dunn Cardiff CA 38 16 112
30. Marvin Gantsweg/Betty Gantsweg Tarzana CA 35 22 116
31. Ross Tyler/Kurt Pollard San Diego CA 38 41 117
32. Rex Miller/Suzanne Miller Vista CA 34 24 118
33. Burce Vessey/Jamie Aptos 21 29 119
34. Dick Blount/Karla Katz Hermosa Beach CA 28 20 120

fle)? D

35. Rick Grewohl/den Johnson Santa Cruz 20 28 121
36. Marty Stitt/Lori Stitt Sacramento CA 25 35 134 L
37. Scott Dixon/Mary Ho San Diego CA 23 31 136
38. Lonnie Byers/Dan Pinson Corvallis 37 3 137 A
39. Steve Gilb/Desi Voll Huntington Beach 29 38 137
40. Jeffrey Newsome/Francesca Hewsome Huntington Beach CA 24 41 147 e
41. Gregory L. Hansell/ Camarille a1 41 164 I |
HOBIE CAT MIDWINTERS WEST REGATTA
SAN FELIPE, MEXICO |
FEBRUARY 22-23, 1986 .
HOBIE 1
HOBIE 168 RACES
SKIPPER STATE 1 2 3 TOTAL
1. Francis Orrantia/Susan Orrantia Chula Vista CA 2 2 2 6 3/4
2. Wayne Nash/Bev Cozzeus 3/4 5 7 10 3/4
3. John Ziolkowski/Hector Smith San Diego CA 6 3 3/4 15 3/4
4. Ken Bobadilla/Sheri Wilson San Diego CA 7 3/4 3 17 3/4
5. A} Leonard/Pegqy Brewer Dublin k] 7 15 21
6. Alan Jackson/Phyllis Jackson E1 Cajon CA 8 9 18 21 3/4
7. Dennis Woods/Deenise Woods Bakersfield CA 4 4 8 25
8. David Brems/Ranita Parrish Salt Lake City UT 10 12 19 30
9. Denny Thurman/John Cassedy Sandy 14 8 6 38
10. Bil] Baily/Mike Sheehan San Jose CA 9 14 10 37
11. Henry Brooks/Sue Brooks Canyon Lake 1 11 4 40
12. Bill Tilger/Carol Fette San Diego CA 17 13 9 50
13. Chris Jernigan/Audrey Perinoni San Diego CA 16 19 5 52
14. Allan Houser/Jan Seaside 15 22 13 54
15. Jan Nichols/Marcia Chalk San Jacinto 24 15 11 56
16. Linda Leon/Ed Leon Toluca Lake 5 6 35 56
17. David Piper/Del Burnal Pacific Beach CA 11 10 35 58
18. David Pilman/Robie Bienemann Irvine CA 19 18 16 62
19. Phil Heberer/Marsha Stajan Carmel CA 21 24 21 70
20. Larry Mares/Steve Pressler Riverside CA 13 30 35 78
21. Keith Richardson/Mark McHenry Elk Grove 23 23 20 79
2¢. David Bethell/Bob Wilson Bakersfield CA 22 16 14 87
23. Steve Tyler/Xaren Harmon Blue Springs 20 26 22 90
24. Paul Humiston/Rob Willard Colorado Springs 30 29 7 92
25. Paul Petti/Joyce Huntington Beach 12 28 7 92
26. Bob Eustace/Arline Hill Sunnyvale 26 21 23 94
27. Earl Trumbull/Leslie vallejo 28 20 24 95
28. John Billings/Trish Billings Carlsbad CA 3 17 12 95
29. Harty Munsey/Jim Addis Santa Ana 27 27 26 101
30. Rudi Hammer/Becky Colorado Springs 29 31 35 113
31. Jeff Perlmutter/Barb Huntington Beach 25 25 35 120
32. Charles High/Varton Cerritos 31 32 25 123
33. Scott Nichols/Pat Shields Santa Ana CA 35 35 35 140
34, Robert Padilla/Bonnie Garla San Jose CA 35 35 35 140
35. Don Braught/ 35 35 k1) 140
HOBIE CAT MIDWNINTERS WEST REGATTA
SAN FELIPE, MEXICO
FEBRUARY 22-23,1986
HOBIE 16C
RACES
SKIPPER STATE 1 2 3 TOTAL
1. Bob Cargil1/Debbie Cargill Bakersfield CA 7 2 3/4 Ty
2. Dave Coombs/Ellen Ziegler Las Vegas NV 3/4 4 2 11 3/4
3. David Mensing/Karen Schiesser Riverside CA 5 7 5 19
4. Paul Boles/Bobd Peck Lake Arrowhead 4 3 9 23
5. Jeff Giddens/Grant Hagman Burbank CA 6 6 3 25
6. Bill Benson/Sean Benson San Diego CA 8 12 5 26
7. Mark Englehart/Shirley Owen San Diego CA 2 3/4 8 26 3/4
8. Michael Duane/Christine San Jose CA 13 11 7 3l
9. Steve Ashley/Paul Ashley La Jolla cA 1 10 13 32
10. Alvie Avila/Raymond Wallig Huntington Beach 19 8 6 36
11. Dave Slocum/Bruce Carey Saugus 3 15 11 37
12. Tom Hundley/Judy Hundley Bakersfield CA 9 19 19 37
13. Robert Campbel)/Lourdes Arango Las Vegas WV 0 9 4 39
4. Glenn Lyles/Larry Cougbron Los Gatos 19 13 12 48
15. Ted Piwinkski/Jacque Taktha Los Angeles CA 14 14 10 4
16. Don de Curtis/Kathleen de Curtis Rancho Cucamonga 19 ] 14 4
17. Mark Stewart/Michele Stewart San Jose CA 12 16 15 52
18. Paul Tardiff/Brenda Tardiff Bakersfield CA 19 19 19 76
19. Richard Soto/Dennis Fee Vista CA 19 19 19 76
20. Hugh Burns/Lys Burns Westchester 19 19 19 7
21. Horton Chris/Britt Mike South Lake Tahoe 19 19 19 76
HOBIE 16NOVICE
POt LONOL RACES
SKIPPER STATE 1 2 3 TOTAL
1. Randy Ludwig/Mark Peterson Ontario, Canada 3/4 B 3 6%
2. Curtis Irwin/Sharon [ 3 2 8 3/4
3. Gary Humphrey/Chris McAllister Orange CA 3 6 6 14
4. Marcos Otis/Omar Rogers Mexicali BC 18 11 3/4 22 3/4
5. Steven Carr/Scott carr Alta Loma 2 7 9 23
6. Joe Wall/Georgina Wall Del Rey Oaks 10 9 5 24
7. T. M. Overdevest/Gary Michaels Northridge 4 10 7 24
8. Chuck Williams/Wade Kirloff Fontana 1 2 9 25
9. Bernie Brawner/Mindi Brawner Midway City 9 5 5 29
10. Barbara Lange/Daniel K. Ashe Antioch 8 8 8 30
11. Frank Gash/Eric Hopper Fresno CA 5 3/4 18 41 3/4
12. Michael Bliemel/Reiner Gruebel Oceanside CA 7 12 18 55
13. Gerald Key/Reese McClenny Bakersfield 18 18 18 72
14. Brad Van Pattey/Ron Cordero 1 18 18 72
15. D. Nadalet/M. Lacy Fontana 18 18 18 72
16. Mark Newhaus/Kathy Newhaus Mira Loma 18 18 18 72
HOBIE 134
SKIPPER STATE 1 2 3 4 5 TOTAL
1. Lyman White Longmont 3/4 /4 3/4 3/4 3/4 3
HOBIE 148
SKIPPER STATE 1 2 3 4 5 TOTAL
1. Jim Lantz Rancho P. Verdes 3/4 3/4 3/4 3/4 3/4 4
HOBIE URBOS
RACES
SKIPPER STATE ! & .3 4 3 TOTAL
1. John Walden Scotts Valley 2 3/4 3/4 3/4 2 45
2. Gary Walden Scotts Valley 4 3 2 2 /e 7 3/4
3. Michael Walker Sacramento CA /4 2 4 3 K 8 3/4
4. Chick Beidleman Modesto 3 5 5 4 7 17
5. Robert Heyer San Diego 7 4 3 7 7 21
6. Merrill G. Beidleman (Qakdale 5 6 ? 7 7 25
7. Howard Chase Arvin 7 7 7 7 7 28
MAY*JUNE 1986/863
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New! Da Kine Speed Seat.
“The harness of the future!,” says speed
sailor Fred Haywood. The entire seat is
lined with foam for cushioned support.
Leg loops keep the seat from riding up
and causing discomfort. To attain max-
imum speed you just hook-in, lean back,
and sit. Your weight is off the board and
on the rig. You're in perfect trim.
Spreader sold separately.

the Pros wse!

Da Kine Pro Harness. A state of
the art, lightweight harness perfected in
the rigorous conditions of Maui. Tapered
back design gives full lower back support.
Darts in back and low cut arms insure a
totally custom fit. Tri-panel design allows
for a wide variety of color combinations.
The best fitting harness on the market,
the “pro” is a sleek, carefully fitted piece
of athletic equipment. Order spreader
separately.

10" Plastic Spreader Bar. the
solid plastic bar is molded to the contour
of your body. A stainless steel V-hook
allows the line to slide freely with mini-
mal friction and maximum wear.

12" Spreader Bar. 1t is the widest
bar available and is perfect for larger sail-
ors who need to take advantage of spread-
ing the load, thereby reducing rib
squeeze.

12" Elastic Spreader. Elastic
webbing locates the hook on center then
stretches to allow the hook to slide when
a force is applied from the side.

Da Kine Waist Harness. The
original waist harness designed on Maui
by Da-Kine for a combination of surf and
speed. Gives total upper body freedom
and is very light weight and provides great
support, comfort, leverage and flexibility.
A small pouch has been added to carry
spares. A variety of colors are available.
Spreader sold separately.

Primo
Adjustable
Footstraps.

All Da Kine Primo Footstraps are made
with comfortable 3mm nylon covered
neoprene, specially woven polypropylene
webbing and an added plastic stiffener
that insures every strap will hinge
smoothly and sit-up without twisting. A
unique double closure system allows
each strap to be adjusted to suit any foot
or boot. Primo footstraps are available in
a rainbow of colors and sizes to fit all
production and custom sailboards with
screw-down application.

this magazine to receive information on all Da Kine products plus Streamlined (booms & mast extensions), Sea Skip
Sailboards and rigs for children, Refugio wetsuits and drysuits and much more. 40 pages including 16 pages of color.

MURRAYS MARINE - P.0. Box 490 « Carpinteria, California 93013 * (805) 684-8393
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 This is the ultimate sail for the slalom
- course racer or the weekend high wind

cruiser. For conditions such as the Gorge,
bay chop or ocean swells, the Sla/om-
foil exels.

|

"._

3

 EC/ (External Camber Induced System).

1 Danbury Road, Wilton, CT 06897, 203-762-0822




Welcome To Alpha Speed Week

Welcome to “The Ponds” and Foster’s Lager Alpha Speed Week '86, hosted by the
Alpha Class Association with the cooperation of the Coachella Valley Water District
and the Bureau of Land Management.

This is the first sailboard speed contest ever held in the United States. In the next four
days one of the competitors at this event will set a new national and world speed
record for a sailboard on a 100-meter course. This is also the perfect place to set a
new record for the highest measured speed ever attained by a sailing craft.

The Ponds provide a very unique sailing location unlike anywhere else in the world.
High winds consistently blow over these smooth water drag strips making them
ideal for speed sailing.

Hobie Cat, the U.S. distributor of Alpha Sailboards, will supply the boards, sails and
equipment for this event. Their event management team has compiled countless
hours of organizational meetings to make this event a successful reality.

A special thanks goes to Karlton Spindle, who worked hard to make his dream of an
event like this come true; the Coachella Valley Water District, the Bureau of Land
Management, the City of Palm Springs, the County of Riverside, Foster's Lager, New
Balloons night club and all those folks from Alpha and Hobie Cat that helped make it
all possible.

We hope that everyone will enjoy the spirit of competition, the chance to have some
fun and the opportunity to be involved in this record setting event.

Good Sailing,

o - Do 7 acgps—

Sandy Banks
Event Director

Dan Mangus
Race Director

Speed Week Team:

Sandy Banks

Event Director

Dan Mangus

Race Director

Bob Brown

Public Relations Director
Karlton Spindle

Event Location Specialist
George Clayton

Alpha Product Manager
Bonnie Hepburn-Jonas
Hobie Hotline Publisher
Dave Rouse

Security Chief

Liz Reed

Regatta Department Secretary

Staff:

Regional Sales Managers
Jim Stewart

West Coast

Drew Patey
Northeast

Miles Wood
Southeast

John Barnet
Midwest

John Schuch

Great Lakes-Canada

Rssistants:

Donna Arnold
Mary McBride
Lesley Ruddiman
Judy Schneider
Mel Wills

DON'T GET WINDBEA]'EN, GET A WINDBUSTER™!

SHORE THINGS= CALIFORNIA WINDSHELL

7351-H Heil Avenue, Huntington Beach, California 92647 e (714) 841-2529

SURE, THE WIND IS GREAT
OUT ON THE WATER...but what's
it like on the beach?

Call WINDBUSTERS™ to the rescue—easy to
use, self-anchoring Wind & Sun Beach Shel-
ters made especially for Boardsailors, Surf-
ers, and those friends & families left behind
on the shore.

WINDBUSTERS™ are free-standing—their
unique Aerodynamic design resists &
blocks the wind without troublesome ropes,
stakes, or tie downs. You can carry one any-
where (weighs 4': lbs.) folded into its own
compact shoulder tote bag. Even at night,
theyre easy enough to set up or take down
in 2 minutes!

Look for colorful WINDBUSTERS™ at your
favorite Windsurf or Sport Shop, or call us for
ordering information
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where the
buyers
arel

Where can you find thousands of willing buyers
for your watersports related products? HOTLINE!
Advertisers, for more information write or call
Bonnie Jonas, PO. Box 1008, Oceanside, Califor-
nia 92054. 619-758-9100 Ext. 261.

HOTLINE

NUMBER ONE IN QUALITY
SCREEN PRINTED SPORTSWEAR

230 Roymar Rd. Suite E Oceanside, California 92054

(6191 439-2010
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How
:
bontes

Works

All the competitors will be divided into three classes: men,
women and masters (over 35 years of age). Each class will
have a chance to compete in four events: slalom races, drag
racing, speed trials and unlimited speed trials. Each competitor
will receive points for their finishing position in each event. A
low point scoring system will be used; first place will receive .75
points, second place gets two points, third gets three points
and so on.

Trophies will be awarded in each class of each event. Overall
points will be tabulated and trophies will be awarded to the
overall winners in each class. There will be some ponds
designated for practice and warm-up and other ponds that will
be assigned for competition only. No non-competitors will be
allowed to sail on any of the ponds at any time during the event.

SLALOM RACES will be run on one of two possible courses,
a figure eight course or a downwind course, depending on the
wind velocity and the wind direction. All competitors will use an
Alpha 100 SL slalom board for this event. Somewhere between
four and ten competitors will compete in each heat at the same
time, depending on the amount of competitors in each class.
The first half of each heat to finish the course correctly will
advance up a single elimination ladder with the top finishers
finally gaining a spot in the finals. As the competitors are
eliminated they will receive points with regard to their finishing
position. Once the final is completed, another round will be
started if it is determined that there is enough time. If com-
pleted, the points will be totaled with any previous rounds.

DRAG RACING will be an exciting one on one challenge. The
competitors will start from either a standing start or by a
countdown moving start, to be determined by the prevailing
conditions. The winner of each drag race will advance to meet
another challenger, while the loser will be eliminated. All com-
petitors will use an Alpha 110 G speed gun for this event.

SPEED TRIALS will consist of each competitor racing against
the clock over a 100 meter course. Each competitor will get a
flying start, through the start line to start the clock. He will sail as
fast as possible through the finish line where the clock will stop
to record the elapsed time and speed. Each competitor will get
as many runs through the course as possible, depending on
the wind and the number of competitors in each class. All
competitors will use their choice of either an Alpha 100 SL or
Alpha 110 G.

UNLIMITED SPEED TRIALS will be for those competitors
that have participated in the other three events. They will be
allowed to to go through the 100 meter speed course on any
board and sail of their choice, as long as they are not violating
any predetermined advertising logo restrictions.
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Slalom Course
FIGURE EIGHT

The first half of a predetermined number
of competitors in each heat to sail the
figure eight course correctly will advance
on asingle elimination ladder.

Slalom Course

The first half of a predetermined number
of competitors in each heat to sail the
downwind course correctly will advance
on a single elimination ladder.

Drag Racing
STANDING START

Two competitors will start together by a
countdown and the first to finish will
advance on a single elimination ladder.

Drag Racing “

Two competitors will be moving when
they start together by a countdown and
the first to finish will advance on a single
elimination ladder.

Speed Trials

Only one competitor at a time will be
moving when they start the clock on a 100
meter course. The clock will stop and
display the elapsed time and speed when
the salilor finishes.
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Schedule of Even

April 16, Wednesday Aprif 19, Saturday

Noon-5 p.m. All competitors are required to check in at The 9am. Skipper's Meeting
Ponds Race Control.
Competitors warm-up and practice

10a.m. Competition continues
Men—Speed Trials
Women and Masters —Slalom

arl 17, Thursday Gpm. Endofdayscompeltion
9am. Skipper's Meeting Apnl 2[] Su"dav

7 p.m. Competitors Welcome Party

10a.m. Competition Begins 9am. Skipper’s Meeting
\f/\Aven-Slalom " i 10a.m. Competition continues
omen an.d asters}— rag Racing Men, Women and Masters — Unlimitéd Speed Trials
6 p.m. End of day’s competition 5pm. End of competition

Aprl 16, Friday 7om  Avards Banaue

Note: Event Schedule is subject to change due to the velocity of

AL Skippers Mogting the wind, the amount of competitors in each class and the
10a.m. Competition continues completion of each event. Schedule changes will be announced
Men —Drag Racing and posted.

Women and Masters—Speed Trials
6 p.m. End of day’'s competition

SLALOM PERFORMANCE PAD

Z 7P

FOSTER'S' LAGER BEER

The Official Sponsor
of Alpha Speed Week
welcomes sailors from

Sail on a cushion of clouds. New “'SLALOM
PERFORMANCE PAD" by Astrodeck will protect
your board from dents and delamination while
preventing fatigue in your legs and feet. When
placed under the center of the rear foot strap it
will create a bump so you can use more leverage
during slalom sailing. The Slalom Performance
Pad was designed by Ed Angulo to be

v comfortable, lightweight, and durable

MAIL ORDERS: write to ASTRODECK INC.
P.O. BOX 4296 SAN CLEMENTE, CA. 92672.
California residents add 6% sales tax

West Coast, Jeff Hyman (714) 492-6851—East Coast, Greg Elterman (804) 422-2810
Florida, Lewis Graves (305) 725-7528—Texas, Pat Dartez (713) 474-4089
Maui, Toni Galante (808) 572-0162—0Oahu, Ron Williamson (808) 947-8024

around the world.

Good luck and
fast sailing.
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Single or Double

A Terzo remains the leader in sports rack innovation.

= Crosshars made of seamless steal coated inside and out for
maximum strength and rust resistance.

A Versatile Accessories for bikes, boards and skis.
= Custom bent adaptors to properly fit each make and model car.

A Contact your local Terzo dealer for additional details or call us for
the name of your nearest Terzo dealer.

Terzo USA Inc Vagovent LTD

1860 Acacia Ave 175 Rue St Adeland
Compton, CA 90220 Drummondbville, Quebec
(213) 329-7600 Canada

outside California J2B7P3

(800) 321-1191

Ventura Harbor Village

Pro/Am Windsurfing
Freestyle Championships

- E -~

To Be Held June 21 and 22

® $5,000 cash prize for the pros. ®
® Men ® Women ® Juniors @

® Masters ® Seniors ® Tandem ®

For more information and entry blanks
Call:
VENTURA HARBOR VILLAGE
(805) 642-6745

AIL
FASTER
WITHA
ERFIAC

AST.

If you have a hi-tech sail, you should have a
Serfiac aluminum mast. Major sailmakers
recommend Serfiac because their unique
combination of light weight and stiffness
gives you the ability to get out of your
hi-tech sail the performance they designed
in. That's why most major sailmakers
specify Serfiac.

Serfiac is recognized the world over as the
leader in technological innovation, in de-
sign, and for consistent high quality.
Whether it's ripping to the final slalom mark
with the world’'s best, shooting for a new
world speed record or a leisurely lake sail,
Serfiac makes a mast that's just right for
you.

Ask for Serfiac mast and accessories at
leading shops everywhere. Join the win-
ners. Join TEAM SERFIAC.

Specified for:

NEILPRYDE  WINDWING DESIGNS
GAASTRA SOBSTAD FREEDOM
NORTH And other leading sailmakers

SIERFIAC

EXCLUSIVE U.S. DISTRIBUTOR:

SP{_JRTS DEVELOPMENT GROUP

P.O. BOX 366
MARBLEHEAD, MA 01945

Licensed by Hoyle Schweitzer
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How To Rea

e Scorehoar

Each competitor's name and jersey
number will appear on the scoreboard
with regards to each event. The slalom

and drag events will use a single elimina-
tion ladder similar to a tennis tournament.
You will be able to follow the winners’
names as they advance into the finals.
The speed trail events will list each com-
petitor and the times they have recorded
on each run. Daily updates will be posted
to list the leaders of each class. For an
example (unofficially), if a competitor sails
the course in six seconds, that converts
to 32.40 knots, which would be a new
world record. Good Luck to all.

72/HOBIE HOTLINE

SKIP ELLIOT SAILMAKERS
870 PRODUCTION PLACE
NEWPORT BEACH, CA 92663
(714) 645-6697

RECUTS REPAIRS
SPECIALIZING IN HOBIE CATS®

Mainsail Racing Recut

with Teflon Boltrope . ....... $85.00
Jib ReshapeSeams. . .......... $65.00
Ple Shape Tell-Tale Window . ..... $10.00
Vision Windows

Malneal.. ..c ;i v 5 smai e $25.00

B o etmnitasia u b e e RS $20.00 §

NEW SAILING SUITS
ipce.dinghysuit . ............ $69.00
1pce.insulatedsuit. . . ......... $99.00
DEY SRS o, o0 51500 5 ocaronnsmas:ioiasn $249.00
% % % 1WEEK SERVICE % % %

All shipments via U.P.S. freight collect C.0.D.
Prices subject to change without notice.

Tired of
Comic Foils?

How about fins that don't fit?......At
FIBRE GLAS FIN CO. “perfection in
direction” is more than just our
slogan. It's our work ethic! We take
pride in crafting technologically
advanced, high quality, attractive
fiberglas fins for boardsailing and
surfing.

At FIBRE GLAS FIN CO. we're the
best....and we still try harder! Since
1971.

AM. Importers of
Distributors of

FOIL BATTENS

1223 W. 256th
Harbor City, CA 90710
(213) 530-1383
(213) 530-1288
Telex: 753840




History 0f The Ponds

The Whitewater River Spreading Area
is better known to boardsailors as The
Ponds. It all started back in 1915 when
the Coachella Valley Storm Water District
organized to control stormwater and fur-
nish protection to the communities and
farmers of the Coachella Valley. Years of
history rolled by before the land and the
rights to build the present facility were
obtained. In 1960, the Coachella Valley
Water District (CVWD) acquired a sec-
tion of land in the spreading area from
the U.S. Bureau of Land Management
(BLM). In 1983 the BLM notified the
CVWD that it intended to lease portions
of the land set aside for water spreading
to Southern California Edison for wind
energy development. In 1984 the CVWD
and the Desert Water Agency agreed to
advance delivery of up to 600,000 acre-
feet of water from the Metropolitan Water
District (MWD). Construction started on
enlargement of the spreading works.

The purpose of the project was to
supplement Southern California's water
supply by predelivering water for stor-
age in Coachella Valley's groundwater
basin. The cost of the earthwork and
concrete diversion structures in the
Whitewater River for expansion of the
existing system was $4 million, paid by
the MWD. The CVWD spent about $4.8
million on earlier works since 1918. The
latest construction started in July of 1984
and was completed in April of 1985. The
contractors for the job were Yeager Con-
struction Company, Riverside, California
for $2.4 million of earthwork; and Matich
Corporation, Colton, California for $1.3
million of concrete work. The CYWD
forces performed the remainder of the
work.

The spreading area consists of nine
existing dikes and 10 new dikes for
spreading basins totaling 704 acres.
The dikes range in length from .35 miles
to 1.43 miles and are approximately 100
yards wide. The spreading ponds range
from 15.6 acres to 57.9 acres. There are
21.9 miles of dikes and 3.29 million
cubic yards of embankment. The total
volume at a depth of five feet is 3,522
acre-feet (the amount of water required
to cover one acre to a depth of one foot).
They began spreading imported water
in September 1973. The imported water
spread by June 30, 1985 was 445,650
acre feet. The percolation rate, or the
rate a liquid passes through a porous
surface, is two acre-feet per acre per
day. The percolation rate for 704 acres is
1,400 acre-feet per day or 42,000 acre-
feet per month. The data from two

Craig Peterson

nearby monitoring wells have shown an
average of an 88-foot increase during
the first six months of the accelerated
recharge program and an average of a
239-foot increase since September 1973
when the firstimported water entered
the valley.

The windmills are on a portion of the
diking that has been leased by the BLM
to windmill companies. There are two
types of windmills; the Entertech has a
height of 70 feet, a rotor diameter of 44
feet and creates 40 kw of power. The
Micron has a height of 72 feet, a rotor
diameter of 52 feet and generates 65 kw
of power.

The first known boardsailors to dis-
cover and sail The Ponds were Vance
Wright and Butch Mayo in the spring of
1983. Their story is one of high speed
and tired arms. Many have been lucky
enough to enjoy this speed sailing para-
dise ever since. No one is sure about its
future, but rumor has it that it could be
closed any day. Plans are in the works to
turn part of the facility into a boardsail-
ing mecca. But until then, Hobie Cat has
obtained all the necessary permits to
hold the nation’s first speed sailing com-
petition, Foster's Lager Alpha Speed Week

'86, on these miracles of hydro engineering.

Guy Motil
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e Man Behin

by b iff roberts

Alpha sailors know him by virtue of his
flashy designs on Alpha sailboards, but the
rest of the world knows Cazal as one of the
great commercial designers of the
decade. His sunglasses have caused a
sensation in the large cities of the Ameri-
can East Coast and throughout Europe. He
also creates designs for glasswork, textiles,
ceramics and skis. He obviously leads an
interesting and busy life. Herein is a brief
look at the man behind the stunning
graphics for which Alpha sailboards have
become so well known.

Cari Zalloni, as Cazal's mother named
him, was born in Athens in 1937. He was
the son of a Greek silk manufacturer of
Venitian decent. His mother was the
daughter of an Austrian military man. After
attending primary school in Greece and
Austria, Zalloni began to study chemistry,
but found the dry details of the science
lacking in human interest. This affection for
the human side and respect for the scien-
tific would dominate his thinking for years
into the future. The heritage of Austrian
precision and the lusty life of the Venetian
would have to be reconciled.

After just a few months, he left the field of
chemistry and entered the Vienna Acad-
emy of Applied Art where he studied
under the well-known architect Oswald
Haertl. Zalloni bloomed artistically under
such a master's tutelage and he began to
realize that mandatory technical specifica-
tions could be seen as design possibilities
rather than limitations.

Zalloni soon became the artist known as
Cazal and he applied himself to melding
technology to art in an effort to create
unigue products for everyday use and for
the sake of beauty alone. In fact, beauty
and its pursuit are central to Cazals life. He
lives in a feudal 16th century manor in
Stubing near the city of Graz in southern
Austria. He spent a great deal of energy
reworking the manor which had been
used by his grandmother as an inn. Cazal
has managed to combine antique furnish-
ings with modern pieces. He is an avid
collector of antiques and proudly displays
portions of his collection in his home. In
addition, his own paintings hang on the
walls.

00K

Cazxal (left) keeps his sailboarding feet wet.

Cazal's most astounding success has
been with his line of eyeglasses. This
success is due in large part to his philoso-
phy that attractiveness and purpose are
not mutually exclusive. “Beauty does not
exclude function,” he states with conviction.
“Design should not be an end in itself, but
should always exhibit high-quality
engineering, even if this is not immediately
noticable.”

Cazal took this philosophy and applied it
to the manufacture of a line of spectacles
that have created a sensation throughout
the modern world. Unfortunately, the
glasses were the object of such mis-
directed desire that several deaths were
reported in New York and Philadelphia
when youths attempted to steal the glasses
from each other.

Cazal has now applied his design skills
and his philosophy of function and art to
Alpha sailboards. His somewhat abstract,
electric wave motif has become very pop-
ular among Alpha sailors and, along with
the stylized Alpha “A,” the most prominent
decorative feature of Alpha boards. Once
again, however, the object is not strictly
decoration, but makes a statement as well.
According to Cazal, product and design
must mix.

“ ... behind the design there needs to
be aline, a conviction. You need to be able
to recognize the character, the distinctive
features of the product, in all the models.
We set out from the start to be different
from the others. We do not follow a trend.
We do not imitate whatever is selling well
on the market at any particular point in

time, but rather we have ‘our’ line.
Exclusive, unique.. . ."

Cazal's personal life, like his art, seems
to work harmoniously. He lives with his wife
Irene, son Mark and daughter Biggi. Mark
aids his father by keeping order in Cazal's
cluttered studio. Biggi is pursuing ballet.

Cazal relaxes by walking his pet cocker
spaniel, Dandy, who has the run of the
household. His sporting passion is the
game of golf, still another example of the
union between precision and art. Unfortu-
nately, Cazal's busy working life leaves little
time for golf, but he does manage a game
now and again.

His weakness, he claims, is for cars. A
hobby that once again underlines his
devotion for beautiful things that work. He
owns a luxurious Jaguar, one of the most
prestigious cars in the world, and an
ancient Citreon DS, a French auto that has
been very carefully restored to its original
brilliance. The Citreon seems to be his
favorite because he “feels close to nature
init”

Fortunately for Alpha sailors, his designs
on Alpha sailboards create a feeling of
well-directed power that works with the
water rather than against it. The art also
gives owners a feeling of pride when other
sailors notice the graphics and say, “Hey,
hot board!”

/)T
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PUTTING
THE PIECES

TOGETHER

HOW TO ASSEMBLE
YOUR ALPHA WAVE

When Danny Broadhurst
approached Hobie Cat with the sug-
gestion that Hobie Cat produce his
latest Waveski® design, most
thought “What's a Waveski®?" But
curiosity was aroused and Broad-
hurst's designs looked like great
water toys. So, he came to California
where master shaper Phil Edwards
turned Broadhurst's plans into two
prototype boards.

All it took was a few waves and
everyone knew that this was going
to be great. Broadhurst's experience
resulted in designs that blended
high performance and ease of use
into boards that can be enjoyed by
novices or veterans. The boards
paddle easily in smooth water, rip
waves in surfing conditions and tow
behind a boat like the best of water
skis. The boards are called “Alpha
Wave.

Sound like fun? It sure does.
Where do you get one? They are
available at your local Alpha Dealer.

Once you buy your new Alpha
Wave, you are going to want to
know what all the parts are for and
how to put them together. The stock
Alpha Wave comes equipped with
an adjustable foot rest with foot
straps and one fin, which is ideal
and all you need for being towed
behind a boat while hand holding a
water ski rope. Add the optional
paddle and you can enjoy it on
smooth water for relaxation or exer-
cise. Other optional equipment
includes a leash, waist belt, non-skid
kit and side fins, all of which turns
your Alpha Wave into a radical surf
machine.

1. First lay your new toy out on a smooth, soft surface, like the carpet or lawn, then spread
out all pieces and identify each part. Shown on top is the Alpha Wave board and
accessories. From left to right they are: fins, waist belt, non-skid kit, adjustable foot rest
with foot straps and leash. The paddle is on the bottom. Now you can start setting up your

Waveski®.

2. Sit down on the board
and place your feet on the
foot rest in the most comfort-
able position for your leg
length. We suggest a posi-
tion that keeps your legs
bent slightly but does not

f allow the back of your legs

3. Attach one end of each foot strap to the
center of the foot rest with the machine
screws, washers and locknuts.

4. Find the pre-drilled holes on the board
in the foot rest well which most closely
match a comfortable position for you and
screw in the front screws only through the
white washers. You can drill additional
holes for more foot rest positions with an
eighth-inch drill.

6. Tie short lengths of cord to the free ends
of the foot straps and pass them through
the covers. Pull the straps through the
covers using the cords.

to touch the board.

5. Attach the foot strap ends and test the fit
over your feet by adjusting the setting.
Allow some slack for the foot strap cover.

76
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7. Screw the free ends down to the back
holes of the foot rest using a screw and a
plastic washer. Plug any unused holes with
the hole covers provided.

9. The waist belt is used primarily for surfing and water skiing, but is not required for
smooth water paddling. Learn to paddle your Alpha Wave before adding the belt or trying
to surf. Lace the latch and ring to the pieces of webbing. Sit on the board (remove the fin

8-,

8. Turn the board upside down and put the
fin screw plate inside the center fin box
through the insertion slot and push it for-
ward. Put the large fin pegs down into the
insertion slot and slide the fin back a
couple of inches. The fin should fit tightly.
Initially, try positioning the fin approxi-
mately in the middle of the box. Put the
screw through the fin hole and push the fin
most of the way down. Slide the plate
under the screw, then push the fin down
and tighten the screw until it is snug. Put
the small fins in the outside fin boxes.

first or set the board in the sand) with your feet in the foot straps so that you are

11. The non-skid kit is a specially designed
adhesive material that gives you a more
secure seat for paddling and better trac-
tion under the foot straps.

12. Your new water toy, the Alpha Wave, is
ready to give you as much fun as you can
handle.

comfortable. Position the belt so that it fits across your lap, right at the top of your legs.
There are four holes on each side of the seat well to allow you various belt positions.
Screw in each end of the belt using screws and the two-hole washers.

Sit on the board again and latch the hook and ring. Adjust the belt so that it is snug. If
you wear a wetsuit, try setting the tension with your wetsuit on so the belt won't end up too
tight. Thread the belt through the webbing lock to secure the position of the ring.
Remember to always check that your belt release works easily before you go out. It is
very important to practice releasing the buckle on land and on water so that you can get
off the board quickly. Never attach anything to the ring or the release hook as it might
interfere with the release mechanism. A good tip: after the belt is adjusted to your
satisfaction, try putting Alpha foot strap covers over the straps (you may have to unscrew
the belt to do this). The covers will look sharp and be more comfortable in your lap.

10. The leash keeps your paddle with the board when you tip over or get wiped out in the
surf. Pull the cord loop through the leash cup and pass the rest of the leash through the
loop. Pull tight to secure. Wrap the padded velcro end snugly around the paddle and
secure with the velcro strap. Important note: never tow your Alpha Wave by tying a line to
the leash cup or foot strap.
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OH NO... NOT ANOTHER ONE OF THOSE “NO AD” ADVERTISEMENTS FROM KISME!... WHAT'S THAT
CLYDE? YOU SAY THAT THE MAJORITY DO NOT HAVE TIME TO READ ALL THIS STUFF? PERHAPS, BUT
ACTUAL RESPONSE INDICATES THAT A SIZABLE MINORITY APPRECIATES OUR EFFORTS!

IS MOTHER NATURE
MUNCHING ON YOUR BOAT?
(Engr Dept)

Corrosion can literally “eat’ your boat! Even Clyde is familiar
with iron oxide (rust). However, most of us are less familiar with
electrolytic corrosion (EC). EC occurs when two pieces of
dissimilar metals (like aluminum and stainless) are separated by
a thin film of moisture. Simply stated, such a system behaves like
a crude electrical battery! As though by magic, one of the two
metals will slowly disappear!

Yes Clyde, those rivet holes that you thought were “wallowed-
out” by all that “macho’ stress and strain out on the water --May
have actually been “munched-out’ by 'ol Mother Nature up on the
beach! Sea water or dirty fresh water greatly amplify this natural
phenomenon.

To minimize all types of corrosion you should:

1) Keep your boat and gear as clean as practical.
Rise off the ‘‘salt”” and dust with fresh water.

2) Use silicone sealer (or equivalent) between all appropriate
metal parts during assembly. This will form a flexible gasket
between the parts. Such a gasket will help keep out moisture
and also serves as an electrical insulator.

3) Use one of the LOCKTITE® products (or equivalent) on all
threaded parts. This helps keep the screws in and the corro-
sion out!

4) Clean and then wipe all bare rigging cables with a rag SOAKED
in your favorite (non-oily) lubricant. The goal is to keep corro-
sion OUT of the cable as well as OFF of the cable.

MORE “FLEET-ing” COMMENTS
(R&D Dept)

A special thanks to Southern California Hobie sailor Udo
Winkler for directing us to the complete line of LOCKTITE* pro-
ducts. In addition to “locking’’ nuts and bolts together, there are
literally dozens of different LOCKTITE® compounds that can do
all sorts of “‘neat’ things for boats. We have already been talking
to the LOCKTITE® factory engineers about a special KISME pro-
ject!

Every sailor should have a small bottle of good general purpose
LOCKTITE® in his or her tool box. One all-around choice is
RC/609. If your local supplier can not help you, we have the
popular compounds, including RC/609, in the small 10 ml bottles.
The price varies according to the compound, but averages around
$7.00 per bottle. The 10 ml bottle is enough for hundreds of ap-
plications and it will keep a very long time in your tool box.

ATLC™ TIP
ON RAKED RUDDER BLADES
(R&D Dept)

A little “tender love and care” for raked rudder blades: The
following procedure will help both new and old boats hold their
rudder rake settings with less fore and aft free-play (or “slop™). It
will also help prevent self inflicted damage where you rudder
blades contact your lower castings. This TLC™ tip results in a
custom fit, cheap, easy to replace, no slop, ‘padded cradle” for
the leading edge of your rudder blades.

1) Tape a piece of plastic film around the leading
edge of your rudder blades in the area where the blades
engage the bottom of the castings. On the newer 16’s, cover
the leading edge of the blades from about 1" above to 1" below
\évlhzre the nylon rudder rake set screws make contact with the

ades.

2) Throughly clean the inside of the rudder casting in this area,
first with soap and then with alcohol.
3) Apply a GENEROUS (% to %2 inch) bead of silicone (RTV)

around the BOTTOM, inside of the casting. Note: If desired,
many hardware stores sell black RTV.

4) Lower the blades gently into place and lock them down.

5) Apply a light aft pressure on the blade with a bungee (or
equivalent). This is to simulate the “drag” force on the blade
and hold it fimly against the down lock cam.

6) Wipe off any excess RTV.

7) Allow to harden for at least 72 hours.

8) Loosen the tape holding the plastic film to the blades.

9) Pull the blades out of their plastic film and RTV cradle and lock
them in the up position.

10) Peel the plastic film out of RTV cradle and go sailing!

TRUE GRIT
(Engr Dept)

Grit may be good on boarding ramps, but it is NEVER good in-
side boat equipment! Unlike most monohulls that “rest” in the
water (like fish) most catamarans go ashore to ‘“rest” (like
people). Unfortunately, the shore is the ultimate source for “true
grit”. Consequently, we should avoid using lubricants that attract
grit. This is a very serious consideration if you sail from a sandy
beach.

To check a specific lubricant, put a sample on your mirror and
wait a few days. If it stays oily, wet, or it collects dust, keep it
away from your boat! If it looks dry, feels dry and remains dust
free (after the initial liquid evaporates) -give it a try. We highly
recommend using a good “dry” lubricant because it reduces both
friction AND corrosion.

MAKING THINGS BETTER,
INSTEAD OF MORE EXPENSIVE
(Sales Dept) o
Dupont® has provided an “improved” TLC material that is even
more weather resistant and is 20 times tougher than it was
before! Like the *“‘old” TLC™ the “improved” version actually
reduces tiller end cap failures by partially absorbing severe im-
pact loads. As always, the TLC™interrupts the all metal electrical
path from the crossbar to the rudder castings. The “improved”
TLC™also has a new rectangular toe-in adjustment nut with
“teeth”. The new nut will not rotate when tightened, nor will it slip
with up to 800 Ibs. of pull!
Engr. Dept. comment: The maximum practical load limit for our
test equipment is a little over 800 Ibs. Even with this absurdly
large load we have been unable to fail the “improved” TLC™ We
twisted, pulled, bent, and impacted the TLC™ with loads up to 800
Ibs limit (off the boat, of course) - But the TLC™refused to fail! We
even sawed a 0.1" deep notch in the TLC™s body and re-ran all the
tests - still no failures! Determined to fail at least one, we bent
one sample almost 90 degrees, this gross abuse did cause some
permanent deformation - but even this deformed TLC™refused to
fail when re-tested with “only’ 800 Ibs of load! Simply stated, we
have been unable to fail the “improved’” TLC™with any type of
reasonable load!
Race Dept. comment: Based on all the tests, we cannot honestly
imagine any type of accidental (or intentional) sailing load that
would fail the “improved” TLC™ without first failing some other
parts of your boat! As a matter of FACT, ALL of the “improved"”
TLC™s that have been subjected to these extreme tests (except
those that were sawed into pieces) still remain unquestionably
“race usable’'!
Personal for Clyde from the Service Dept.: Despite all these truely
impressive test results...|f you mangle your TLC™s in a
collision... or the wind cartwheels your unattended boat down the
beach...or an eighteen wheeler runs over your trailer and
boat... or you willfully mutilate your TLC's using a sledge ham-
mer... even if they STILL “work”... we will be happy to replace
those unlucky TLC"s at no cost to you... :
A closing comment from sales: Of course you still get the TLC "s
patented no slop, no springs, no maintenance, satisfaction
guaranteed, free 5 year service feature... all with no change in the
price!
Yes Clyde, the products and services of some companies really
are

SIMPLY BETTER

FROM: K\I’&M

NORMAL OFFICE HOURS:
Monday - Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. (Central)
CLOSED Saturday, Sunday and Holidays

1986 KISME, INC.

P.O. Box 2726 » 118 Millridge Rd.
Universal City, TX 78148
(512) 659-4258
All Rights Reserved
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llustrated by Mike West
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Photography by Guy Motil

1. Place all the parts to your board and
sail on a flat surface, like the beach or
lawn, with enough room to assemble the
complete unit safely. Check to make sure
you have all the necessary parts. These
include: board, skeg, mast, sail, battens,
booms, mast base, uphaul, inhaul, down-
haul and outhaul. Optional items include:
a daggerboard (if necessary), harness,
harness lines, mast pad, mast bag, salil
bag, wetsuit, sailing gloves and a screw-
driver to adjust skeg placement.

3. Make sure the
top of the mast is
well seated at the
top of the mast
sleeve.

2. Spread the sail out and pull each batten out of its batten
pocket a couple of inches. Take the small end of the mast and
slide it into the mast sleeve. Guide the mast through the boom
opening and continue to slide it to the top of the sleeve.

4. Insert the mast
base into the open
bottom end of the
mast. Thread the
downhaul line
through the pulleys
on the downhaul
cleat on the mast
base and the pulleys
on the downhaul
hook which is placed
in the grommet at the
tack of the sail. Now
pull on the line as
hard as you can to
remove all the
wrinkles from the
mast sleeve and cleat
the line off.

5. Stand the mast up and measure the height at which you
want the booms to connect to the mast (approximately
shoulder level). Lay the mast back down and place the front of
the booms on top of the mast at the boom opening. The clew
end of the booms should be directly below the mast base.
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6. Take the inhaul line
and wrap it around
the mast three times
at the height you have
chosen the booms to
connect. Then thread
the loose end of the
line through the
vacant cleat hole in
the front of the boom.
While pressing the
front of the boom
against the mast, take
up all the slack in the
inhaul line and cleat it
off.

7. While holding the foot of the sail with one hand, push the
clew end of the booms with your other hand up towards
the clew of the sail to a perpendicular position to the mast.
Make sure the sail is not getting pinched against the mast
by the front end of the booms. The inhaul line should be
getting very tight as you pivot the booms into position.
Note: if the inhaul is not tight, pivot the booms down and
take the slack out of the inhaul line again, cleat it off, and
swing the booms back into position to check tension. The
tighter the inhaul connection, the better control you have of
the sail. If the inhaul connection is too tight, the booms will
not swing into position or you could crack your mast. Be
patient with this procedure, repeat until the desired tension
is achieved.

8. Thread the outhaul
line through both
pulleys at the clew
end of the booms
and tie a figure eight
knotin the end of it.

9. Now take the outhaul line and loop it around the round
knob on the end of the booms. Then pull the other end of
the loop back through both cleats at the end of the booms
to the desired tension.

11. Slide the bat-
tens back into
position and make
sure they are
seated properly in
the mast sleeve.
Tighten the bat-
tens with the
adjusting strap to
remove all the
wrinkles from the
batten pockets.

10. Insert the uphaul through the largest hole in the front of the

booms and tie a figure eight knot in the end of it. The other end
should have the shock cord and hook secured and hooked to

the small looped line above the universal joint.
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12. Insert the mast base car in the track and check to make 13. Turn the board up on its rail and place the mast perpen-
sure the button is inserted and seated at the desired location. dicular to the board. Slide the clip pin back, insert the mast foot

into the mast track car.

14. Push the clip pin all the way into the lock position. 15. Pull apart the velcro covering on the footstraps and adjust to
your foot or bootie size.

16. You're ready for the final adjust-
ments of the sail. Put your foot against
the mast base and pull the downhaul
as tight as possible to remove all
wrinkles from the mast sleeve. Cleat
the downhaul off and secure the
excess line above the universal joint.
Check the outhaul to control desired
sail shape. Your Alpha Sailboard is
now rigged and ready for you to enjoy
all the fun.
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Battens

Used to put and keep shape in the sail.
Beam Reach

Sailing with the wind at 90 degrees to the
board.

Bear Off

To turn more downwind.

Beat

Sailing on a tack upwind.

Board

A manufactured design that the sailor
stands on while sailing.

Booms

A wishbone assembly that attaches to the
mast and the clew which the sailor holds
to support and control the sail.

Boom Opening

The opening in the mast sleeve where the
booms are attached.

Broad Reach

To sail between a beam reach and
directly downwind.

Camber Inducer

A special design component in the mast
sleeve that controls sail shape by holding
the tip of the batten as is rotates around
the mast.

Clew

The part of the sail that is connected to
the back end of the booms by the outhaul
line. Where the leech and the foot join.
Close Reach

To sail between a beam reach and a beat.
Daggerboard

A special design component that sticks
through and below certain types of
boards to induce lateral resistance in
order to hold a proper course.

Downhaul

The line that attaches the tack of the sall
to the mast base.

Duck Jibe

When the sailor ducks under the sail while
jibing.

Foot

The bottom edge of the sail from the tack
to the clew.

Foot Straps

Straps attached to the board which
secure the sailor's feet for maneu-
verability and stability.

Full Batten

A sail that has battens from the leech to
the luff.

Grommet

A reinforced eyelet. On sailboards at the
clew and tack of the sail.

Good Air

Strong winds or favorable wind condi-
tions for sailing.

Harness

A special design vest, belt or bucket that
the sailor wears so he can hook into
ropes attached to the booms for better
control and comfort.

Head

The top part to the sail where the luff and
the leech join.

Inhaul

The line that attaches the boom to the
mast.

Jibe

Turning the board and sailing a down-
wind change of direction.

Launch

When a big puff of wind forces a sailor out
of control as he flies through the air.
Leech

The back edge of the sail from the head
to the clew.

Leeward

The downwind side.

Line

What a rope is called when used while
sailing.

Luff

The front or leading edge of the sail from
the head to the tack.

Luffing

Holding the sail so it is not completely full
of wind.

Mast

The long, hollow, tapered spar that goes
into the luff sleeve of the sail and provides
vertical support.

Mast Bag

A storage bag for the mast when being
transported or not in use.

Mast Base

Fits into the base of the mast and con-
nects to the tack of the sail with the
downhaul.

Mast Foot

The bottom part of the mast base which
connects to the board.

Mast Pad

A covered foam pad which goes around
the mast base to protect the board and
sailor when the mast falls down.

Mast Sleeve (luff sleeve)

The leading edge of the salil that holds the
mast.

Mast Track

An adjustable or sliding component
which allows the mast position to move.
Outhaul

The line that connects the clew to the
booms and controls sail shape.

Port

The left side of the board.

Port Tack

When the wind is from the left hand side.
Pumping

When the sailor pushes and pulls the rig
rapidly several times in succession to
create more power.

Rail

The edge of the board.

Rig

The combination of the mast, sail, booms
and mast base.

Sail Bag

Storage for the sail when not in use.

Skeg

The fin on the bottom of the board at the
back used for directional stability.
Starboard

The right side of the board.

Starboard Tack

When the wind is from the right hand
side.

Tack

Where the downhaul connects the mast
base to the sail. Where the luff and the
foot join.

Universal Joint

A special design component that joins
the mast base and the mast foot and
allows the rig to move and rotate freely.
Uphaul

The line used to pull the rig out of the
water.

Vario

One component that is adjustable to dif-
ferent lengths. For example: booms or the
mast base.

Water Start

To start sailing by letting the power of the
wind lift the sail and sailor out of the water.
Wind Direction

Is determined by the compass direction
from which the wind blows.

Wind Speed

Is the velocity of the wind measured in
knots (nautical miles per hour). Example:
25 knots = 29 mph = 46 kph (kilometers
per hour).

Windward

The side from which the wind is coming.
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(ON YOUR MOVE UP YOU'VE AILWAYS
KNOWN WHERE YOU WERE GOING.

AND HOW TO GET THERE.

When you look back on it all, you That’s why you never doubted for a
never even needed to consider another moment that they’d treat your belongings
mover. After all, with Mayflower, on-time with care. After all, when you’re the best
pick-up and delivery is a guarantee.* Full known name in moving, you can go a
value coverage is always offered. And you long way.
can get there without much more thana <A« your local Mayflower agent about our Performance Promise.
phone call. The name Mayflower alone
told you that.

For your free Mayflower Moving Kit and, if you desire, a free estimate, call:
San Diego Van & Storage Company (619) 578-2000

Mayflower means moving.



The look of
excellence
by Speedo!
Show off in Speedo’s “Hotline”
one piece suit. This stylish,
durable and comfortable suit

constructed of 80% nylon,
20% lycra features a cut-out

back with side ties. “Hotline” 33
is the look of excellence. 35

Available in white, black L
or turquoise. _ £2
SIZES: 7/8, 9/10, 11/12, 13/14 & Py
PRICE: $42.00 P §§
Sorry...bathing suits are not returnable :’w

SPEEDO_ >

To order send check or money order
for total amount plus $2.00 shipping to:
HELMAR SPORTS
P.O. Box 1078-H, Maywood, NJ 07607
NJ res. add 6% sales tax.

Send for free catalog for other
men’s and women’s Speedo
swimsuit styles.

240 Cedar Ave., Hackensack. NJ 07601

SHOW YOUR COLORS

YOUR OWN HOBIECAT, , EXPERTLY APPLIQUED
ON TOP QUALITY SWEATSHIRTS i

- Customized To Your Specifications
=~ 50% Cotton / 50% Polyester Shirts
= An Ideal Gift

= Sail Numbers Avallable

CALL NOW [312] 724-3207 .-/‘

—d

——— ]

3143 Bellwood Lane
Glenview, lllinois 60025

PERSONAL SAILWEAR

BOARDSAR NG INSTRUCTORS' GROUP

SAILBOARD THE FUN WAY TO
SCHOOL. EARN MONEY
SYSTEM TEACH BOARD SAILING

Complete Instructor Certification Courses
Now being offered by Master Instructor: Carl Votaw
217 E. Pershing « Springfield, MO 65806 « 417-865-4230 or 417-833-3053

March 25-26-27 June 7-8-9 Aug 9-10-11
April 8-9-10 24-25-26 26-27-28
22.23-24 July 19-20-21 Sept 12-13-14
May 9-10-11 29-30-31
20-21-22

* All Courses are 3 days.

» Advance Registration required.

* Location of clinics Springfield, MO

+ Will travel for groups (call or write for information)
Enroll early these dates will fill fast
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Fastest Production Board in the
World

In 1985 the Alpha 110 G epoxy was the fastest production
sailboard at the Australian Speed Trials in Perth. Clocked speed
was 31.47 miles per hour! Converted equivalent times are 50.67
kilometers per hour or 27.24 knots per hour. The Alpha 110 G was
acompletely stock board with a 5.5 square meter Funline sail.
The board was sailed by Walter Feldtanzer. Note: The Alpha 110 G
and 5.5 Funline sail are the exact same board and rig that will be
used at the Foster’s Lager Alpha Speedweek. We're all hoping for
anew record.

Latest News from the Euro
Funboard Regatta Scene

The complete Norwegian HiFly Team has changed over to
Alpha, and has been training with the new Alpha boards for
weeks in the Canary Islands. Knut Bentzen, team leader, sent the
following telex to Alpha from Lanzarote: “The first few training
weeks have shown us that we are heading for a very successful
season. The new Alpha boards are the best boards that we have
ever used in competitive sailing . . .”"

Europe’s Youngest Funboard
Freak

Gaul Frydman is just nine years old and he's already the
boardsailor to watch in Israel. When Gaul rides the waves at his
local surfing beach at Haifa, not only the tourists, but even the
surf freaks are amazed. His uncle, Maty Frydman is his trainer
and sponsor. Frydman is also the Alpha importer in Israel and
one of the nation’s best boardsailors.

Downhill Racers Train on Alpha

The team coaches of the German and Austrian National Ski
Teams have put boardsailing on their summer training programs.
Edi Reichert, coach of the very successful German girl ski team
said, “Windsurfing is an ideal addition to our summer training
plan. It trains the sense of balance and reaction reflexes and is
excellent condition training.” Some of the best downhill racers in
the world train on Alpha.

Sailboard Shades

Cari Zalloni, one of the most successful optical designers in the
world has developed special sunglasses for boardsailors: the
“Cazal 951." A special unsinkable frame stops the glasses from
getting lost in spectacular wipe-outs. “Cazzie” glasses have
become world famous, but what only the insiders know, is that
Cari Zalloni has been under contract to Alpha International for the
past two years, and is responsible for the successful graphics on
Alpha boards and salils. [For more on Cazal see “The Man
Behind the Look."]



SAILING ACCESSORIES

These hot, new, fully padded buckets and
harnesses are the most comfortable you'll
ever hang out in. Constructed from #400
Denier pack cloth with quick release buckles.
They also match all Hobie sail color
schemes.

% Harness $39.95

Full Harness $59.95

Cat Pro-Lactics

THE ULTIMATE PROTECTION

ALSO SAILBOARD PRODUCTS

Protects hulls from weather when storing
and road debris when travelling. Constructed
from durable Naugahyde and heavy duty
plastic zippers. Available for Hobie 14 or 16.

In black or white. $239.95

AND THATS NOTALL . .. g

New waist harness and mast bags, mast
The Cat Back Pack-Tramp Covers pads and 6, 62, 7 foot equipment bags.
Mast & Sail Bags
Daggers & Rudder Covers

Hiking Strap pads
Conventional Buckets and Harnesses l;&lr G RA BEFS
} ™

Visa & MasterCard Welcome @'

P.0. Box 1724
Hurst, TX 76053

Look for us at your local dealers. 1713822612



How to whisper
to awalleysge

Those fat 15-pounders may be lazy, but they
aren'tdeaf. Bump your aluminum canoe with a
paddle, and it like sounding a gong.

Buta Coleman” canoe won'tgive them any
warmning. Evenif you scrape across a sandbar or
nudge a rock. Because our hulls are molded of
aremarkable matenial called RAM-X".

Its smooth, seamless, and silentenough to
glide rightinto a lunkers living room. -

RAM-Xis also incredibly tough. It shrugs off
impacts that would crumple aluminum or
shatter fiberglass — and pops back into shape.

Coleman canoes. The only ones in the world
thatare whisper-quiet and RAM-X tough.

For a free brochure on this and other
Coleman products, write: Coleman; Box 1762;
Wichita, KS 67201.

Buy it now, and geta $25 REBATE.

We outfit your outdoors.
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