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SPECIALIZED APPAREL TO KEEP YOU SAILING ...
Versatile, Warm and Comfortable

New, ONEPIECE WINDSUITS

When it is oo warm
or too cold
for a wetsuit

Features:
« Collar with built in hood
« Storm flap for zipper
« Double nylon seat
» Double knee patch/pockets
« Elastic wrists & ankles
« Waist elastic in back only
» Small pocket on sleeve
« Stuff-bag for Windsuit
» Waterproof, 4 oz. PU coated nylon
« Colors: Royal Blue, Yellow
« Sizes: XXS - XL
Used in Worrell 1000. “Saved my life...”
Larry Harteck.

Wear this versatile suit over any light-weight
clothing for protection from spray and
windchill. In cold weather, wear it over your
wetsuit to keep you dry and to reduce the
cooling effects of evaporation from a wet
wetsuit. Good also for Dinghy and Sailboard
sailing.

# 38-5770 Sugq. Retail $89.95

DRYSUIT & DRY TOP from

Murrays

The WARM, DRY &
COMFORTABLE
Alternative to sailing wet

NEW, Exclusive Features!

* Used in Worrell 1000. "Worked great..”
Team Studebaker.

European Breakthrough in cold weather

sailing. Wear over polypropolene underwear

or sweatsuit as needed for warmth. PVC 'n

Polyester suit is tough and comfortable. All

seams are sewn, welded and guaranteed for

1 yr. Special features include reinforcements
ct seat & knees. Latex

seals at neck, wrist and

ankles are replaceable.

Color: Blue & white.

Sizes XS - XL. #38-3000

Sugg. Retail $229.95

The Dry Top is designed to be worn over a

smooth-skin neoprene Farmer John wetsuit for

warm and dry protection.

» Same watertight features as our dry suit

» New, reinforced neoprene waist band

» Color: White with red & blue accents

« Sizes: Mens sizes S-XL

# 38-3020 Sugg. Retail $99.95

SAILING BOOTS & SLIPPERS
For Traction, Support, and All-Weather

Protection

SAILING SLIPPERS

« Full-wave outer soles give
excellent grip

«» Smooth, comfortable insides

= Color: Blue

« Sizes: Mens 5-12 (sizes 8 + run
large)

# 38-5405 10 # 38-5412; $14.95

MURRAY SAILING BOOT

« 2mm neoprene uppers

« Full-wave traction sole

» Most rugged/Best Value

« Color: Navy/royal trim

« Sizes: Mens 5 - 12 + (sizes run large)
#38-5105 to #38-5112; $30.00

EUROPEAN SAILING BOOT
«Smm neoprene uppers

*¥2 thick soft-rubber sole
*Fantastic comfort & support
*Color: Royal Blue

*Sizes: Mens 5-11 (sizes run large)
#38-5205 to 38-5211; $50.00

New, SMOOTH JOHN

Warmer, Dryer Wetsuit, & Companion
to Dry Top

Features

» 3mm neoprene body
» Smooth outside sheds water %w '
« New colorful action stripe panels ! (

« Nylon inside for strength & fit
» Seams are glued & taped for strong ‘

watertight seal.
« Reinforced knees with nylon 2 sides
» Double thick seat patch
« Ankle strap resist water entry
« Color: Black with colorful side panels
« Sizes: Mens sizes S-XXL, Ladies S-L

Our newest wetsuit was designed for warmth and
compatability with our new Drysuit Top. The smooth
black finish absorbs heat, sheds water and forms a
water-tight seal with the waist-band of our Dry Top. It’s
simple, basic design offers excellent freedom of
motion and versatility for use in any active watersport.

For greatest warmth, wear at least three layers on
your upper body: 1) Long sleeve underwear and/or
neoprene undersleeves; 2) Smooth John; 3) Dry Top. A
neoprene cap, boots and gloves are also advisable.

#38-2700 Sugg. Retail $79.95
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CATAMARAN SPECIALISTS SINCE 1969

PLEASE, ask to see these products at your local dealer! BUT, accept no substitutes — many features and design
considerations are unique fo products offered by MURRAYS MARINE.

(805) 684-8393

MURRAYS MARINE

PO. Box 490, Carpinteria, CA 93013




GETTING SOMETHING SMART
OUT FROM UNDER
DOWN UNDER

Since their spectacular winning performance in 1984 and 1985,
KISME has noted several interesting Aussi sailing techniques. One
such technique involves setting your mainsheet tension to achieve the
desired sail shape for the existing conditions - and then, to the fullest
extent practical, LEAVE YOUR MAINSHEET CLEATED AND MAKE
TRIM CHANGES BY MOVING THE TRAVELER CAR!

Even if you are not interested in Aussi sailing techniques, and even if
you do not race; Kenny Rourk (16A, Texas) recommends using larger
rollers where the control line passes through the fairlead on top of the
H-14 or H-16 traveler cars. The larger diameter rollers proportionately
increase your mechanical advantage over the bearing friction that is
generated in the rollers under heavy loads.

We took this excellent idea a couple of steps further: we added ball
bearings inside the larger rollers - and we installed these new
“‘super’’ rollers as fairleads on BOTH the traveler car and the swivel
cam cleat that controls the traveler car! Either one of these simple,
but effective, improvements make it significantly easier to move the
traveler. (Yes Clyde. this upgrade has been class legal a long time
under rules 21 and 29 - but the best part is that it is relatively CHEAP
too!) KISME calls this **super’" roller the TRAVELER TAMER™

TRAVELER TAMERE are offered in two complelely separate, totally
independent kits called the TRAVELER TAMER™ | and the TRAVELER
TAMER™ I1. It is NOT necessary to buy and use both of these kits at
the same time. However, they strongly compliment each other and
maximum advantage is obtained by using them together

The TRAVELER TAMER™ 1| kit replaces the small, plain plastic rollers
on the top of your traveler car. This kit requires only a screwdriver
and about a minute to install! The TRAVELER TAMER ™ 1 kit is only
$9.95

{KCAT TRAXKKL

—THE 100% BEACH DOLLY—

Only Catrax has these quality features:
Huge ATV Balloon Tires - 11 inches wide and
21 inches in diameter - with 3 Ib. air pressure,
they roll easily over sand, rocks, and mud.

20 Delrin roller bearings in each wheel -
no grease - can't rust - launch your boat right
into fresh or salt water - no problem!

Custom molded end caps - padded to protect
your hulls and keep the boat on the dolly.
Lightweight, rugged construction - easy to
handle - built for years of service.

CAT TRAX comes with complete instructions and
a two year warranty. SEE YOUR CATAMARAN DEALER
OR ORDER DIRECT. (we accept VISA & MasterCard)

Standard CAT TRAX $359.00

Optional Accessories:

Roller Bearing Handle $109.00
(for single-handed launching)

Hull Cradles $159.00/ pr.

(for round hulls only)
Florida Sailcraft, Inc.
1601 N.E. 18th Avenue
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 33305

(305) 561-9777

The TRAVELER TAMERWl Il kit replaces part (or all) of the stock
swivel cam cleat system that controls the position of your traveler car
Each kit contains a new cam cleat mounting plate with a set of
TRAVELER TAMER s'“l already installed. This kit can be mounted in
approximately 3 minutes with a screwdriver and pliers. The
TRAVELER TAMER™ Il kit is only $44.95 with a new set of Harken®

~150 cam cleats already installed. If you reuse your old Harken®

cleats, the kit is available without cleats for only $24.95!

From the company whose business is making good things
SIMPLY BETTER

I!N ®

© 1985 KISME, INC.
mmmmmm 118 Millridge Rd., Universal City TX 78148 5{

VISA (512) 659-4258
e All Rights Reserved

Raise Your Sail
without a snag

You don't have to hand-feed your sail anymorel
Sail Trax is a pair of stainless steel guides with spherical
tips that lead your sail smoothly into the track They are
easily installed on each side of the mast in a few minutes.
Full instructions are provided.
Ordar by mail from: Florida Sailcraft
1601 N.E. 18th Ave, Ft Lauderdale, FL 33305

Sail Trax @$14.95 ea.

plus $1.00 postage and handling
Fla. residents add 5% sales tax

Total amount enclosed:

Please send me

Name
Address
City State _ Zip
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The Start of Something Big

In our last issue we told you about the
upcoming changes in the HOTLINE. This
issue sees the first of those changes, the
addition of Alpha sailboard coverage. We
have tried very hard to create a package
that both cat sailors and board sailors will
appreciate reading. We think we've done a
pretty good job and are looking forward to
improving on the start we've made. For
example, we have begun to put together
an information network to help us present
the same high quality articles on sailboard-
ing that we've presented for the past 15
years on cat sailing. As time goes on, this
network will improve.

We have applied the same standards of
excellence to sailboarding articles and
photos as we have to cat sailing articles. In
this issue, for example, we reprint an article
that appeared in one of the top German-
language sailing magazines. The piece
focuses on Walter Feldtanzer, chief shaper
for Alpha in Austria. We also have an
authoritative piece on Alpha manufactur-
ing and the history of the company. In
future issues, sailors will be able to look
forward to a greater variety of photography
and articles in what will be an ever more
exciting HOTLINE. Frankly, we are very
excited about this expansion. It opens up
many new opportunities for the magazine
and it allows us to include more variety.
Already we have increased the size of
HOTLINE. We think all sailors will be
pleased.

We are looking forward to serving both
sailboarders and cat sailors. We're
confident that we'll do the job well and we
look forward to input from our readers.

In addition to the pieces on Alpha,
there's a smorgasbord of information in this
issue. There's another instaliment from
John Hackney, our resident expert. This
time the expert takes on mechanical
problems. Did you know that Hobie Cat
hulls are not in perfect alignment? The
expert explains the situation.

A new HOTLINE contributor, David
Dellenbaugh, a frequent writer for Yacht
Racing and Cruising magazine and a well-
known racing sailor, explains that rules
which apply before the start of the race
can be as important as rules in effect on
the course. Some sailors are surprised to
find that they can be kicked out of a race
even before it has begun.

Bob Johnson, one of the better Hobie 14
sailors in Florida, a state which almost has
amonopoly on the breed, uses advice
from World Champion Bob Curry and a
few other greats to explain the fine points
of tuning the Hobie 14. Skippers of the 14

will be especially interested in his views on
hiking out for maximum effect.

QOur European correspondent, Tony
Laurent, and our roving reporter, Paula
Alter, sent their dispatches about the
doings in Geneva. It amounted to a
summit of Hobie 18 sailors from around the
continent, but unlike other summits in
Geneva, there wasn't much wind blowing.
Still, the Hobie sailors apparently kept the
gracious Swiss entertained.

We also have reports from the Hobie 18
and Hobie 14 Absolut Cups. Floridians got
to take home the beautiful crystal Absolut
Cup trophy both times, but the Absolut
Cup in Clearwater, Florida turned out to
have one of the most bizarre endings ever.

The Hobie 14 Turbo series in Oklahoma
had the best wind of any of the regattas
reported in this issue, just like the
organizers said it would. From the sound
of our eyewitness report, there was as
much action on land as on water.

Our main feature in this issue focuses on
the recurring nightmare of mast
electrocution. No, not another warning.
Thisis good news. In fact, it is excellent
news for all Hobie sailors who would like to
fight back against mast electrocutions.
Hobie Cat has announced the
development of a new type of mast, called
the Comptip™ mast which can help
prevent electrocution in the event a mast
contacts a powerline. All Hobie owners will
be eligible to take part in a FREE retrofit
program which involves no cost to sailors.
There are some tradeoffs for this extra
protection and, according to the experts it
is not a perfect guarantee against danger,
but it is a huge step in the right direction
and one that every Hobie owner should
take to protect himself and his family and
friends. Please read the story “This Tip
Could Save Your Life,” by Brian Alexander,
very carefully. It could be the most
important piece we've ever published.

Of course, we also have our usual
departments and great photography to
help you get through the cold months
ahead. We're off to an exciting start this
year. We have some special things
planned, so we hope to have you with us
all the way. From all of us at HOTLINE,
have a prosperous healthy and happy
New Year.



THE ONE MAGAZINE THAT DELIVERS MORE OF THE INFORMATION YOU
WANT THAN ANY OTHER SAILING PUBLICATION. THE HOTLINE IS GROWING
WITH MORE -ADVENTURE, MORE CONCISE TECHNICAL INFORMATION,
MORE RACING, MORE CRUISING, RULES EXPLANATIONS AND SPECIAL FEA

TURES FOR CATS AND SAILBOARDS CRAMMED INTO EVERY ISSUE. .

SUBSCRIBE NOW!

ONE YEAR $11.00 U.S5./$16.00 FOREIGN

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: HOTLINE, P.0. BOX 1008, OCEA
SIDE, CA 92054. ALLOW SIX TO EIGHT WEEKS FOR DELIV
FOREIGN (INCLUDING CANADA AND MEXICO): REMIT INTER
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Large enough for sails of all sizes, da;
boards, booms and accessories. (10°9’ 'y
22’’x14”°, at bucket end).

Durable AQ2000 Polyeth
no seam construction ma
tough enough to stand on.

y ne, T )i()-*‘!@()_ld@gj}
kes o

Drain channéls promote drying during transport

while water tight hatches keep water out.

Ultra smooth snag-free interior; nothing

for your sails to get caught on.

No assembly required, maintenance free,

Sturdy roto-molded end closure doub
an 11 gallon wash down bucket

>

Security: The new 1986 Toy Box is set up to
lock, no locking kit required, just add your
own padlock,

The SSI

(815) 455-4599



“They give me a racing advantage . . . I can look at the telltales and
water all day without my eyes getting tired.”

Randy Smyth, Tornado World Champion / ’/ o

We’ve designed a polarized glass lens especially for sailing and watersports.
Unlike tinted sunglasses, a special polarizing filter eliminates glare. Our
optically-perfect lens absorbs the harmful

ultraviolet rays for maximum eye protec-

tion. The most technically advanced sailing

glasses available. To see the difference, try

on a pair at your marine dealer or sport

shop. Also available in prescription.

P.O. Box 2516 / Capistrano Beach, California 92624 714/496-5606

Why spend a lot of money on
something that looks like it was
designed by NASA to hold a
telescope in the space shuttle,
when all you want is something
to hold your mast, that looks
better than rolled up carpet?

M astgrabber

* One Piece * No Moving Parts
* No Metal Parts  * [T FLOATS!

Simply the Best

See your authorized
Hobie™ Dealer.
Suggested retail under $15.

Capstone Box 1212 Hollister, CA

Twelve spectacular 10”'x 15"
photographs

Large format opens to 17’x 25”
Big daily blocks allow generous
writing space

Printed on heavy deluxe paper

A
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Go Crotchless!

FOR SAIL
ORIFGRABERS

™
SAILING ACCESSORIES g'

These hot, new, fully padded buckets and
harnesses are the most comfortable you'll
ever hang out in. Constructed from #400
Denier pack cloth with quick release buckles.
They also match all Hobie sail color
schemes.

Cat Pro-Lactics

THE ULTIMATE PROTECTION

Protects hulls from weather when storing
and road debris when travelling. Constructed
from durable Naugahyde and heavy duty
plastic zippers. Available for Hobie 14 or 76.

In black or white.
st ol New waist harness and mast bags, mast
The Cat Back Pack-Tramp Covers pads and 6, 6'2, 7 foot equipment bags.
Mast & Sail Bags
Daggers & Rudder Covers
Hiking Strap pads -

Conventional Buckets and Harnesses

Look for us at your local dealers.

EltlF GRA BEﬁg

Visa & MasterCard Welcome §'
P.0. Box 1724

Hurst, TX 76053

817/282-2812



LETTERS

The Cat Righter Works

| am writing about an experience | had
with my Hobie 16. | often sail the Barnegat
Bay by myself and my biggest worry is
going over and not being able to right my
boat alone. | saw an ad for the Cat Righter
by Lake Enterprises and bought one.

Well | went out with the intention of trying
it out. | didn't take the time to read the
instructions but couldn't believe the sim-
plicity and ease of righting my boat. It only
took about four to five minutes. If | had read
the instructions it would have been less. It
was a great feeling! No more paranoia.
Since then | have bought a second Cat
Righter for my new Hobie 18.

Believe me | am sold. A must for the solo
sailor.

John H. deBrigard
Barnegat, New Jersey

Le Mans Starts Not in the
Contract

| enjoyed reading your fine article “Holly-
wood Comes To Hobieland” in the
September/October issue. As a Fleet 54
participant in the filming, | must take
exception to your conclusion that “. . . it's
impossible to find one person connected
with the film who didn't come away thinking
that they had a good time.”

What made me (and others) wish we
had been elsewhere at the time was a
subject dear to the heart of Hobie
HOTLINE: safety. Let me explain.

The film director apparently decided
that a normal Hobie racing start would not
be exciting enough on film. He therefore
elected to film a Le Mans start. That would
not have been so bad, except that there
was insufficient beach area to do that. So
we had a modified Le Mans start from the
water. That would not have been so bad
except that we started out downwind in
about 10 knots of wind.

So picture 20 or so boats a few feet
apart being held back from sailing by their
crews standing waist deep in jellyfish-
infested waters. At the gun, the crews
scrambled to get up on the fast-moving
boats. Boats, parts, and people collided.
There were many gel-coat scrapes, broken
hiking sticks, etc. which Columbia pictures
gladly reimbursed us for, | quickly add.
Bruises were the worst personal injury | am
aware of, but the chances were too high
that broken bones could have occurred in
trying to fend off other boats.

Much of this could have been avoided
by a simple, well-known device: a skipper's
meeting. This would have given the film
crew a chance to explain their desires and
the sailors a chance to react and suggest

improvements. As it was, directions were
given over a bull horn too far away with
flapping sails and at the last minute. | think
there are lessons to be learned here well
beyond just making movies.

The good news is that Jack Fisk (direc-
tor), Sissy Spacek, Kevin Kling, the
assistant directors, et. al. were very friendly
and courteous and made us feel that they
appreciated our efforts. | can't wait to see
the film (unless as a result of this letter |
wind up on the cutting room floor).

By the way, your article mentions a
February premier while other magazines
suggest an October date. Could you
check on that?

Lawrence S. Cohan
Potomac, Maryland

Editor’s Note: At last report, Columbia
had held the October release in favor of a
February debut for Violets Are Blue.

Thanks from Contributors

... When | got home the new issue of
HOTLINE had come in the mail. It really
brightened up my day.

It is very flattering to have my pho-
tographs included in a package in which
the article concepts and layout/design
work so well with the images . . . Congrat-
ulations to you and the staff for a good
issue and thanks for including me.

Guy Motil
San Clemente, California

Thanks for the excellent spread on the
Cousteau Society. | think all of us can feel
good about supporting such a worthy
cause.

Phil Berman
Santa Barbara, California

Wanted: Traveller Info

| have not been able to find a good
article or book on the various traveller
positions. Have you published an article
onitin the past? If not, please write one. |
love your magazine; can't wait for each
issue!

Ken Winter
Greensboro, North Carolina

Editor’s Note: The latest information on
traveller settings was included in Tony Lau-
rent’s article “Tuning the New Hobie 14" in
the July/August 1985 issue. We're due for a
more complete treatment of the subject.

Continued

SKIP ELLIOT SAILMAKERS
870 PRODUCTION PLACE
NEWPORT BEACH, CA 92663
(714) 6456697

RECUTS REPAIRS
SPECIALIZING IN HOBIE CATS®

Mainsail Racing Recut

with Tefion Boltrope ........ $85.00
Jib ReshapeSeams. . .......... $65.00
Pie Shape Tell-Tale Window . ..... $10.00
Vision Windows

Malngall. . . ..o v it $25.00

I s e e e e s e S $20.00

NEW SAILING SUITS

ipce.dinghysuit . ............ $69.00
1pce.insulatedsuit. . . ......... $99.00
DYy SOl < -5 55 5w v i o naatace $249.00

% % % 1WEEK SERVICE % % %

All shipments via U.P.S. freight collect C.0.D.
Prices subject to change without notice.

DANGER

Extreme caution must be
observed when
launching and sailing
near overhead wires. A
mast near a wire could
be fatal!

| DANGER

JANUARY*FEBRUARY
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JTRETCHRITE | "SR

THE EASIEST RIGHTING SYSTEM YET the Cats

. at the

® Thick 1/2" line stretches out for instant use ’ Worlds and
* |Internal shock cord recoils automatically N ationals

* One piece system installs in less than 2 mmutes—
No blocks or shackle;

*  Excellent trapeze stdbilizer

Pocket
Protector™
LUFF CAPS (pat. Pend.)

$34.95

MAST

L,

WINDJAMMERS WEST
1521 N. JANTZEN AVE.

mL__)

PORTLAND OREGON 97217 " y — Without Pocket Protector With Pocket Protector
(503) 289-9011 i ) o HC-14-5-L......covvunnn.. $ 5.95
HC-14-6-L(6 Battens) ..... $ 6.95
HE 8L v nmansai v vivn $ 8.95
[} HC-16-JL.Jib. . evveennnn.. $ 3.95
BC=1Bak s v 5505 mmmanarnas $ 9.95
Free Shipping Jib Pro-Tector Kit (pat. Pend.)
Within HE-M8-P.ciiiivs e $ 9.95
Continental U.S. Gooseneck Bearing Kit
= (Pat. Pend.)
HE=T4/16=GB, iinasicaiv saiwa $ 395
- ‘
Jib Traveler Car
Official Righting System for the Worrell 1000 For HC-16 (Pat. #4,319,537)
H)C-16 (setof2) ......... $14.95

Also Available From TrenTec
Perfect Pocket® Draft Gauges™

WHAT YOU NEED IS ACOMFORTABLE BOOT - HC-14 (for50r6)......... $ 4.95
ON OR OFF THE WATER - A e
fits snug, light, flexible, sporty with slip resistant sole Perfect Pocket® Batten Caps™
(Pat.#4,335,669)
The AICAD Wet-Boot — $52.50 The AICAD Wet-Shoe — $46.50 For Stock Hobie Battens

R is 3.0mm Rkl Theupperisi Blue-White HC-14 (incl. 6 caps)....... $ 9.95
yrmith HC-16 Main.............. $12.95
e Leisegof ol s HC16 1B . . o o wtormesnsnine $ 6.95
v”:lflhl' I’I‘.fn‘r: a ' HIEEIR isamsmanmn e sr s $14.95

around the heel for Ry, For Foam Battens (set of 10)
e ;2 [ [ $14.95

Flex pomnt at ankle for manoeuverability Nylon speedlace f Kle BaCI'(" RUdder
Torsion strap to hol a : : 1 . Return Kits (pat. #4,218,986)
SOLE: Synthetic rubber compou dw alt- s Synth 'Y com For HC-14 & 16

: ; ) f . (each set equips 2 rudders)

JJ ectional grip pattern. High

Standard Kit(s)............ $11.95
‘Fast Cat’ Window Decals
Decalls) o s ivraamessasiss 95¢ ea.
Exclusively Imported from New Zealand by: Available at most Hobie*
dealers or order direct
by writing:
GALVESTON BAY TRADING COMPANY, INC. RerToc]
P.O. Box 690546 . Houston, Texas 77269-0546 @, ec
GUARANTEED SATISFACTION P.O. BOX 1146
JENSEN BEACH, FL 33457
(305) 334-0929
ORDER DIRECT TODA Y ACCEPT MC/VISA Be sure to specify your boat and size and include
CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-835-2246, EXT 56 OR 1-713-525-7951 OR ("""‘k;f“i;'dﬂ“‘:'d“"‘“:‘\’/‘.’ 5% "‘I‘*';‘d‘ “'"" pay
SEND CHECK WITH ADDRESS, PHONE, STYLE AND SIZE. ADD $3.00 S rrpe ey
FOR SHIPPING. TEXAS RESIDENTS ADD 5.125% SALES TAX. k wy
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LETTERS

Does Anybody Here
Speak Sailing?

| purchased my Hobie 16 new in May
1983 with very limited previous sailing
experience. Since then I've learned a lot by
trial and error, listening to old salts and
reading HOTLINE articles and tips. One
problem which | continually have is not
understanding some verbagefterminology/
slang which is used in articles to describe
and explain how to better tune, handle or
sail my boat. The November/December
1985 issue contained Scott Ward's article
“Tuning the Hobie 16: For Beginners.”
Overall, it was well written and contained
very helpful information. But, the same
problem arose; | don't understand, nor can
| find, the meaning of several words or
phrases. As a result, 'm scratching my
head trying to figure out what ['ve missed.

Specifically, what are: “chainplate,” “jib
tack,” “bridgeplate,” “leech,” and "hooking
the leech?” I'm sure if | understand these
terms | can get a lot more out of the article.

I've searched through old issues of
HOTLINE and the SSl illustrated parts list
to no avail. These terms, to a novice, are
baffling, especially when one cant find
their meanings. It would be great if this
point were kept in mind when editing
articles for publication, especially those
written for beginners. Possibly a future
issue could contain a “dictionary” to
explain sailing slang and terminology. This
could be followed by additional explana-
tions of a few terms in each subsequent
issue. 'm offering this as a constructive
suggestion as | know there are a lot of us
who end up a bit confused in the articles.
As a result we aren't able to learn from and
use some of the good advice and tips
which are offered.

Lin Cole
Citrus Heights, California

Ediitor’s Note: HOTLINE has, in the past,
published articles explaining sailing terms,
specifically “The Second Language of Sail-
ors,” Parts 1and 2 by Terri Crary. These
appeared in November/December 83 and
March/April '84. Still, the point is well taken.
You will see more such articles in the near
future. As to the terms in Scott Ward's
article, their meanings are as follows. 1.
chainplate: point on the hull where the
shrouds or forestay attach. 2. leech: long,
back edge of the sail closest to the stern.

3. jib tack: the attachment point of the front
corner of the jib at the bridle. 4. hooking
the leech: occurs when sheeted too hard.
The back edge of the sail develops a
*hook” instead of being 90 degrees to the
boom. 5. bridgeplate: where the outhaul
attaches to the mainsail or the jib sheet
attaches to the jib. Also called “clew plate.”

The suit that is a/waya on W.’

NEOPRENE
JACKET

$59.95

SAILING NEOPRENE
SUPER BOOTS GLOVES

JOHN
$86.95 ' e

Call or send check, money order, Visa or Mastercard number (include expiration date). Add $2.50

for handling. California residents add 6% sales tax.

Send for our free 1985 catalog with parts, accessories and savings for you.
THE CAT HOUSE, P.O. Box 171185, SAN DIEGO, CA 92117 (619) 276-3190

Dealer Inquiries Invited

TEX_ C A CUSTOM TRAPEZE HARNESS

NOW IT'S
INDUSTRIES FINALLY HERE

Your choice of three different
custom harness concepts at
one shop. Crotched-light pad-
ded, crotched-heavy padded
and crotchless-heavy padded
half and full harness.

All heavy padded full harness
is 4 inches higher in the back
for better support. Both the
full and half, heavy padded
harness is equipped with
quick release buckles

BUT THAT'S
NOT ALL

Our standard harness is
made to match 1985 and 86
Hobie sail colors with 4 or 5
stripes. You have a selection
of 14 different colors and
more than a dozen different
appliqued designs with our
custom harness.. Your initials
can be sewn on. The selec-
tion is limitless. Send for our
free catalogue and order
form.

CALL TOLL FREE
(800) 826-8270

IN TEXAS CALL
(713) 455-6194

Dealer Inquiries Welcome.

JANUARY-FEBRUARY 1986/13



Hobie Sailors have more Fun

Trailex Anodized Aluminum

Trailers for Hobies assure
that Fun

® LIGHTWEIGHT - for Beach Launch
- Compact Towing

* NO RUST - Maintenance Free

® STRONG - Heat treated Special
Extrusions

3 YEAR GUARANTEE

Various optional tire sizes available.

TRAILEX aluminum

trailers are also available for EXPORT.
Shipped knocked down and packaged in
strong export cartons. Dealers write for

Our 20th Anniversary Year

information. The Original Aluminum Trailer

TRAILEX is now manufacturing a lightweight (145 Ibs.)
aluminum trailer for the new Hobie Cat 18.

Ask your dealer about obtaining one of
our aluminum trailers for your Hobie Cat.

TRAILEX, INC.
Box H, 60 Industrial Park Dr., Canfield, Ohio 44406
Phone (216) 533-6814

The First Outboard
Motor Bracket
for Hobie, 14, 16, and 18*

Propels to speeds in excess of 6 knots using the
TANAKA 120 (1.2 H.P.) outboard motor. Provides
safe sure momentum against currents. Makes docking
easy when winds are becalmed. Motor and bracket
weigh less than 17 Ibs. Installs in minutes. Removes in
seconds for racing. Both sailing and motoring positions
clear the boom and tiller.

*Brackets also available for other catamarans. For
prices send for FREE brochure or see your local dealer.

Cheata Outboard Motor Bracket
P.0. Box 1234 m
Call or write for details on c”EA ’A
end of year sale! Dealer

Hobe Sound, FL 33455

305/746-0479

inquiries welcome. THE PERFECT MATE FOR YOUR CAT
U.S.PAT NO. 4227480 J

14/HOBIE HOTLINE

Fleet Info for Hobie Racing
Section

The HOTLINE welcomes race stories from fleets around the
world for the Racing Section of the magazine. The editors
consider this section as belonging to the fleets and look forward
to publishing stories about events submitted by fleets or divisions.
Some basic guidelines will help us assure good quality stories the
fleet can be proud of and will aid us in accommodating all fleets
that wish to be published.

First, be timely. When space is a consideration the editors must
select those stories for events which occurred nearest the
publication date. Events several months old will normally be the
first to be cut if space is short, so send in your race stories as
soon after the event as possible.

Second, please type stories double spaced. Computer
printouts are acceptable so long as they can be read easily.
Neatness will help us publish your story accurately.

Third, remember to put the date, name, location and host fleet
number of the event at the top of the story so we can give proper
credit. Those writing the stories should feel free to put their names
at the top as well for a byline.

Fourth, when a fleet submits two or more stories for publication
in the same issue, it may not be possible to publish all the stories.
Therefore, the stories should be designated in order of impor-
tance so that the one most important to the fleet will be published.

Fifth, feel free to include as much information as the fleet thinks
is relevant, but keep in mind that the stories may have to be
edited so the most fleets possible will be represented in the issue.

Sixth, photos of the event are welcome. Photographers will not
receive compensation for photos submitted with Race Section
stories, but they will be given credit whenever possible. Photos
should be labeled as to subject. Please send black and white
prints or color transparencies. Do not write directly on the back of
the photo. Ink will often bleed through. Write on a separate sheet
of paper and tape that to the back of the photo. Slides should be
placed in plastic protectors to avoid damage. HOTLINE will take
great care with all photographic submissions, but cannot be held
responsible if they are lost or damaged. To help assure return of
photos, tape name and address to the back of photos or write
addresses on the paper borders of transparencies.

Please keep those stories coming in. They are an important
part of HOTLINE.

The Fleet of Champions

A year ago, almost to the day, Don David, commodore of Fleet
178 in Ft. Walton Beach, Florida (yes, those guys again), pre-
dicted great things for the sailors in that fleet. He went so far as to
dub it “The Fleet of Champions.” That has proved to be noidle
boast. The fleet already had Carlton Tucker, the reigning Hobie 14
champ at the time. Then, this year, Kelly O'Brien started things off
for Ft. Walton Beach with a win over heavy competition at the
Absolut Cup for women. After that, Enrique Figueroa, the trans-
planted Puerto Rican, won the Absolut Cup Hobie 16 National
Championship. Then, last month, Carlton Tucker traded in his
Hobie 14 crown to take the Absolut Cup for Hobie 18s. Bob Curry
finally ended the Ft. Walton streak at the Absolut Cup for Hobie
14s, but he's from Florida too. Fred Farraro of Texas is the only
U.S. Hobie champion not from Florida, and three out of five
champs are from Ft. Walton Beach's Fleet 178. Must be all that
white sand.

Continued



YOUR HOBIE FOR 1986!

Cat Equip has been the leader in the design and marketing of covers
for Hobie Cats since 1974. As active sailors in the largest Hobie fleet in the
country, we know first-hand what Hobie owners want and need.

PRICES PRICES
Hobie 18 Magnum Hobie 14 — 2221 in
One-piece storage, 5"x12" zippered pouch ............ $25.95
#HA8-IMHVY ... $425.00 Hobie 16 — 3221 in
Hobie 18 5"x12" zippered pouch ............ $29.95
(Bne-piece storage, Hobie 18 — 4221 in
il H-18.~|1HV;(I --------------- $400.00 | 5'x12" zippered pouch ............ $29.95
i Hobie 18 — 4222 in
/ = PHABAHVY o $350.00 zippered hull portbag.............. $32.50
. e Hobie 16
One-piece storage, HOBIE CONVENIENCE
HOBIE HALTER COVERS #HAGAHVY . $350.00 | pACKAGES
“C : ) . One-piece trailerable,
over it when you're done playing 20 . i
with it” is more than a smart way to HAG-ITOW.......ccoviininninncs $300.00 | Spend more time sailing and less
g § time setting up and fumbling with
s s e S o | GREATCATEQUIP | R Su Pt Lo o
9 y ACCESSORY KITS... tains special quick-release pins

violet rays, inconsiderate birds, acid
rain, and polluted air. Secured with HOBIE SPARE PARTS KITS
velcro and straps, cover can be used
with the mast up or down. Cover is

and other “rig-fast” items.
PRICES

Don't go near the water without this Hobie 14 —2231.. ... $18.95

. kit — you could spend all day on th ;

light green 65% polyester/35% i PE y , Hobie 16 —3231 ... $32.95
cotton and can be machine washed. beach looking for a rudder pin! : % Hobie 18 — 4231....... $28.95
PRICES Spare Parts Kits available for all ; f

Hobie 18 Magnum ?Ob'g: at;i Ktlts :nc.ltl.ljdle: d W
One-piece full coverage, — ohackie tool with lanyar

EHABIM s smmesssnsomss susers $185.00 1 — Pair of rudder pins " /”/
Hobie 18 1 — Package of “win tails” _Cover It” T-shirt
One-piece full coverage, 2 — Drain plugs with gaskets with any order over

i o B 125 [ —— $175.00 $40.00

1 — Package of sail patches

3 — Batten tie strings fokfempopinm. P 1, 1566)

If you just want a “Cover It”

Hobie 16
One-piece full coverage,

FHAGD o $152.00 | | — Clevis pins and rings kit T-shit, fill out the coupon
Three-piece full coverage, 2 — Different §|ze bow shackles bhelowrand send $10.
”H"6'3: ............................. $140.00 3 — Mast beanngs (H‘}4/H‘]6) Sorry’ no phone or credit
Trampolme cover, #¥H-16-TC .... $ 47.00 1~ Tw|sted D shackle (H-18) card orders for T-shirts.
One'PieC'e cover, #:{'14'1 -------- $127.00 I ORDER TOLL FREE — MONDAY THRU FRIDAY, 8:30-5:30 PST
Trampoline cover, “H-14-TC .... $ 43.00 | Call 1-800-231-5180 outside California  Use your ~[Wmmm—m @ ...... 3
l In California call 1-800-231-4971 credit cards |y «-6
HOBIE HALTER HEAVY T Part # 3 Description 7 7 Unit Price |
DUTY COVERS i —t = i wa
Made of blue Sunbrella acrilan I e
canvas with nylo_n cord ties and I Credit card * a i "Calif. add 6% tax o
leather c_hafe o HD o are. I O American Express O VISA/MasterCard UPS Handling $5.00
also available for towing your Hobie - _ TotaL ||
at freeway speeds. Note: Do not i Signature Expires = e = i
attempt to use covers not specifically | SHIP TO:
designed for towing. | Name z § S
W Address:. e oo g S
g City/State/Zip e TR 8282 Miramar Road
O YES! Send a FREE "Cover It" T-shirt with my order. San Diego, CA 92126
0O All | want is a “Cover It" T-shirt @ $10.00 postpaid: (619) 549-2100
0O Small 0O Medium O Large O X-Large i
Send $1.00 for the latest Cat Equip catalog (refundable with first purchase). I




Have

you‘soi takes?

Watch out for Alpha Speedweek

April 1986.

See details in March/April HOTLINE
. . if you've got the nerve!

If you can't wait, contact

George Clayton, Alpha Manager

Hobie Cat

PO. Box 1008

Oceanside, CA 92054

619/758-9100 Ext. 213
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Never Too Old

Editor's Note: The following report was submitted by Gary and
Peggy Thomas of South Africa. It proves once again that you are
only as old as you feel.

Tom Algie was rigging his Hobie 14 for the usual race when one
of the many spectators on the beach came up to him and said
“This sport looks like a lot of fun, how | wish that | had taken up
sailing when | was young.”

“How old are you then?” inquired Tom. The reply was “Sixty-five
years” to which Tom shot back, “Do you know how old | am? | am
79 years old and | only took up Hobie Cat sailing when | was 68!"

Well, we thought this was wonderful. Tom agreed to be
interviewed and we then discovered the following facts: Tom
played a big part in World War Il as a flight engineer ferrying
planes, mainly bombers, across the Atlantic to Britain from
America. He's an expert Marlin fisherman, and fishes from a boat
he built himself. The reason he loves sailing so much is that when
you get on that Hobie to race out there on the ocean, you can't
give up and you have to return to shore after the race, whereas
with other sports you can stop if you feel lazy. Tom sailed in the
1985 South African National Championships here in Durban and
the sea can really get rough; you have to be strong to survive.
Tom says that his secret to a fit and healthy life is his belief that
people should be their own doctors by the time they are 40. By
then, he says, you ought to know your own body and be able to
cureitsills.

Blue Water Cruising Safety

There it sits, just a few miles offshore. It would only take three,
maybe four hours to sail there. Just imagine, double-trapped on a
starboard tack for three hours or until you lost your mind
(whichever occurs first). The thrill and temptation of a blue water
cruise by Hobie can infect even the most conservative weekend
sailor.

Several issues ago, HOTLINE featured two articles on blue
water adventures. in the name of editorial responsibility, there
was a carefully worded disclaimer included. Neither HOTLINE
nor the Class Association “encourages” blue water sailing. Since
most Hobie sailors don't have both rudders locked down anyway,
it takes very little encouragement to make you consider a long
distance cruise. The real problem here is to remove as much
danger and risk as possible through a saftey program to protect
those who cannot pass up the temptation.

For over a decade, Fleet 7 of Los Angeles, California, has been
making their annual Catalina Island Cruise. The nearly 60 mile
round-tiip ocean crossing has become one of the most popular
events on the Fleet calendar. Commodore Frank Andrade com-
mented that “We have never had a major problem with the
crossing because we try to anticipate anything which might
happen out there.” The real key to their success is this planning,
and no long distance cruise should be undertaken without a high
degree of preparation.

Cruise director Bart Cerini, a real “old salt” at making the
crossing has only missed the trip once in eleven years. Based on
this experience, Cerini begins his “safety program” two months
before the actual cruise. A sign-up sheet is circulated at fleet
meetings to determine the number of boats which will make the
cruise. In addition, skippers who have not made the crossing are
encouraged to ask whatever questions they might have. This
open exchange touches on all of the procedures and “what if's” of
the cruise.

Since the possibility of “pilot error” must be eliminated, a series

Continued



HOBIE-18 Skippers:
Take the Mast-Hook Test

Have you ever found yourself

-® Putting the boat on its side
to hook the main to the
mast? ¥

e Falling behind in a race
becduse your main has
slipped dowrr the mast?

€ Slruggling\ tohook ‘your
sail instead of sailing?

If so, then Mast-Hook is for
you. The 'specially en-
gineered ring and shackle
combination locks onto the
halyard hook in seconds. Just
tie the halyard to the ring
according to instructions,
raise the sail and Mast-
Hook does the rest. Don't
struggle with your main; sail
with Mast-Hook.

ORDER NOW i

Mast-Hook $19.95 eact

nd jer fo: Mast-Hook

MOVING?

Let us know six weeks in advance so
you won't miss an Issue. Just attach
your mailing label and write out your
new address.

Attach Mailing Label Here.

New Address

City

State Zpp

- Mail to: HOTLINE, P.0. Box 1008,

Oceanside CA 92054

Engmeers designed CAT WALKER.
Sailors tested it. Between them,
they came up with one tough dolly.

CAT WALKER's bright yellow wheels are
made from a remarkably rugged
material. They never need air and

4,93

roll easily on all surfaces! A corrosion
resistant stainless steel shaft supports
CAT WALKER. And, there are conven-
ient pluses like cushioned hull protec-
tors and a simple, yet, secure tie-down
system. With all this, CAT WALKER is
very light weight and easy to handle
Best of all,

CAT WALKER

quality is only

ASK your DEALER about CAT WALKER

or call toll free 1-800-438-1242

(in N.C. call 1-800-532-0476)
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On Deck is a: righting line, sissy line, dock line, even
a trailering tie — all in one compact package that
does not slow your boat by dragging in the water.

On Deck offers:

instant availability - easy grip ¥z inch line

automatic retraction - durable internal bungee cord

« ball bearing guide blocks - permanent attachment
« corrosion & jam-proof-care-free performance.

CM 7735 On Deck system .... S@

coffey

arie,
.y |

320 E. Walnut Ave.
El Segundo, Ca. 90245
(213) 640-8838

Hobie 18
Right

Here it is! A %2’’ hollow braid with an internal
shock cord: The Hobie 18 righting system. It
attaches to the boat at the front crossbar with

a shackle and ring. Or, it attaches with a cord
thru the daggerboard shock-cord tie-off hole in
the deck. Either way maintains an ultra-low
profile for this righting system. It ties off at the
rudder pin on the transom, allowing access to
the righting system from the lower hull when
capsized. Works great as a crew safety line, too!

B ——

Easy, Right?
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of three qualification days are set up. On these dates, every
skipper/crew must qualify for the cruise by demonstrating their
ability to control the boat on the open ocean. The Cruise Director
carefully monitors the progress of each boat over an eight mile
course off the Southern California coastline. Those who are
unable to maintain the pace with control are given encourage-
ment and instruction to develop the required sailing skills. In
addition to qualifying the crews, the Safety Committee inspects
each Hobie making the trip. From bows to rudders, nothing is left
to chance. Any defective rigging or other equipment must be
replaced before the boat is certified.

Before the actual voyage is begun, a list of safety equipment
must be aboard each boat. Most importantly, the wearing of life-
jackets is required, not optional. In addition, each boat carries 70
feet of towing line, a working righting system, waterproof flash-
light, compass, reefing lines in place on the mainsail, and an
assortment of replacement parts for emergency repair. Most of
the boats carry double shrouds to prevent problems of demast-
ing while several miles offshore. Finally, while refreshments are a
must on such a long cruise, excessive use of alcohol is not
encouraged while making the crossing. There is always time to
party at the other end of the voyage.

The morning of the cruise sees the assembly of quite a flotilla.
In addition to the Hobies making the crossing, there are a
number of support craft involved. Fleet 7 tries to maintain a ratio
of one chase boat for every four Hobie Cats. These boats
constantly circulate through the fleet and are always ready to
render assistance. The supply craft are usually large monohulls
(Unicats?) which carry all of the camping gear. This eliminates
overcrowded and unsafe conditions on the trampolines of the
boats making the trip.

Every boat in the fleet is assigned the responsibility of a "buddy
boat.” While this does not mean sailing together, you are required
to visually check the location of your buddy boat at regular
intervals. Should the sail of your buddy boat suddenly disappear,
a general alarm is sounded until the fleet is back together again.
Finally, to keep the group from spreading out, hourly “round-ups”
are held. The lead boat simply rounds up bows-to-wind and waits
for the fleet to catch up. This is a very important aspect since not
all Hobies are created equal, speed-wise. It also provides for
regular rest breaks during the long crossing.

Upon arrival, some members of the fleet set up tents for the
night. However, a Hobie can be rigged as a fairly comfortable
“houseboat” by draping a tarp or mainsail over the boom. After a
sail of many hours, even a tight trampoline can feel like a feather
bed. The fatigue and the sound of the breaking surf can become
an excellent natural sedative after your Hobie Day.

Whether sailing on the open ocean or a vast fresh water lake,
the dangers of a long distance cruise call for planning and
preparation. While wind and weather can always supply the
unexpected on such a cruise, Fleet 7 has tried to emphasize
safety on their crossing. This safety program has served well, and
may be of some help in developing guidelines for blue water
cruising safety.

J. Nichols
Fleet 7
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INVITES YOU TO COMPARE
ZORRO’S ANCIENT MARK ON H-16’s

Jibclew Traveler

Camcleat Crew

WITH THE SIMPLE SOLUTION FROM KISME

There is absolutely no good reason to force your H-16 Jib
sheet through a torturous “Z” turn to control your jib. The
“Z” set-up aggravates your problem when the wind is
blowing the hair off dogs and the “Z" also aggravates your
problem when the wind is barely a whisper.

You don't need to be a sailboat expert or an engineer to
know that pulling 5/16 diameter line through several
severely sharp turns produces high friction resistance (ves
Clyde, especially if the line must be forced through a naked
hole in a piece of plastic).

If you are going to spend your hard earned money for
anything other than a stock boat set-up, it makes sense to
buy a guaranteed solution instead of swaping
problems!

YOUR CHOICES

1. Eliminate the "Z" set-up and the unnecessary friction by
installing the KISME OK with Ochsen self cleating
blocks -The Jib line goes directly from the Jib through
the ball bearing block on the traveler to the crew. The
most simple. easiest to operate system available which
simultaneously gives you the lowest weight and
lowest possible stack-up to accomodate maximum mast
rake.

2. Eliminate the “Z" set-up by using the KISME IT. The
Jib sheet goes straight from the Jib, through a stan-
dard cam cleat (Mounted directly on the traveler) to

the crew. A simple, easy to operate system which also |

gives you light weight and very low stack-up.

3. Retain the stock “Z" set-up, but use the KISME OK
option with premium Harken ball bearing blocks on
your traveler. This will give you the finest low friction
“Z” set-up money can buy and also gives you simplicity
with the lowest possible stack-up geometry.

NOTE: Clyde says that ALL Hobie ‘Cat® Jib systems are
enhanced by using the KISME Quick on the Jib
clew. The Quick provides super smooth ball bear-
ing Harken blocks at the point where the force is
applied to the Jib. The Quick simultaneously gives
you simple, fast-pin, no fumble. extra low stack-up
capability.

SIMPLY BETTER

(From the company with the 5 year registered guarantee)

1983 KISME. INC 118 Millridge Road. Universal City. Texas 78148 (All Rights Reserved

oo DEEP SEE Surf Sock
Provides warmth, com-
fort & protection.
Neoprene boot/soft sole.
Color: Navy Blue
Sizes: XS,S,M,L XL

(women order one size smaller)

Price: $20.95

SUPER HOT,
GO-FAST
SPECIALS
FROM
HELMAR

CASIO® Digital Water- .
sport Chronograph with
dual programmable d
countdown timers.

Men: (W-500) $37.95 §
Women: (LW-602)$23.95
(NOT SHOWN)

DEEP SEE Gear Bag
Sturdy bag with exclu-
sive wind-tunnel design
allows damp items
i = inside to air and dry.
Colors: Hawaiian Blue or Black
Prices: Deep See | (21”x11”) $21.95
Deep See Il (27" x13") $26.95
Deep See Ill (32" x14”) $34.95

Famous AQA METER®

Track-N-Tack™
While they last!

$29.95

To order send check

GORE-TEX® Foul Weather Gear
Gore-Tex products offer maximum
protection from adverse weather
conditions.

Price: Jacket $99.95

Pants $59.95 or money order for total
. amount plus $2.00
Both $139.95 shipping to:

HELMAR SPORTS
P.O. Box 1078-S
Maywood, NJ 07607

NJ res. add 6% sales tax.

Sizes: Men’s S,M,L,XL;
Ladies’ - S,M,L, XL
Color: Navy Blue

240 Cedar Ave., Hackensack, NJ 07601
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ASK THE EXPERT

Hackney, a long time Hobie sailor who
has worked with Hobies for many years,
welcomes questions on subjects relating
to Hobie Cats and how best to enjoy them
Those with questions should write to
HOTLINE "Expert,” P. O. Box 1008, Ocean
side, California 92054.

TURBO CONVERSION PROBLEMS

I have a1977 Hobie 14 on which |
installed a Turbo kit. Then my troubles
began. The shrouds were too long and if |
shortened them enough, the mast rotation
stops wouldn't touch. | replaced the 18-inch
forestay supplied in the kit with about 10
inches of chain and shortened the
shrouds.

Doing this | can use the boat, but | don't
think the mast is raked back enough. With
the side rails level, it measures 23 inches
from the top of the sail feeding slot to a free
hanging halyard. | can see no problem
with the boat or step. | can't seem to find
what is wrong. Could you tell me some
measurements like shroud length, jib and
forestay length, mast rake, etc?

Thomas L. Bird
Alexis, lllinois

The addition of a Turbo kit to an “older
Hobie 14" has its surprises. A simple
solution to “Turboing” an older boat was
given to me by an unbiased hedonistic
consumption addict . . . Get with the
program, buy a new boat. Unfortunately,
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some of us work for a living or have other
toys and do not care to spend money on a
new boat. So, here are some cheaper
solutions to breathing life into an old, let's
say “vintage,” boat.

The mast step has been updated on
both the Hobie 14 and 16 over the years to
allow for more mast rake, a perfect exam-
ple of the factory listening to suggestions.
The stops of the mast step have been
raised and the back portion has been
lowered. This allows the mast to be raked
to indecent amounts (damn Aussies) and
still the mast stops touch the mast step
stops and also clear the after portion of
the mast step. Correcting the problem of
the mast stops not working just requires a
newer mast step or possibly a good
welder to build up the mast step stops
and file off the back of the mast step. One
should take full advantage of mast rake
on the Turbo 14; rake the mast so the main
low profile blocks are touching.

Shroud and forestay adjustments have
also evolved over the years. | personally
like to buy new shrouds every other year
anyway to keep things in good shape.
Hopefully, your shrouds will not be as old
as your boat, if they are vintage shrouds
buy new wires as they are a bit shorter
than before. The forestay on the stock
Hobie 14 has been lengthened
accordingly. So you can determine if your
wires are to 1985 specifications, the
lengths are listed below. Don't panic,
measurements may vary slightly but that is
what shroud and forestay adjusters are for.
The measurements are to the inside of the
thimble or, in the case of the roller
swedged bridle, to the centerline of the pin.
Shroud . . . 182.75 inches
Turbo Bridle . . . 46.25 inches
Jib Luff Wire . . . 156 inches
Upper Forestay . . . 15% inches

At the last Turbo nationals, the hot mast
rake set up had the shrouds on the first or
second hole from the bottom on the
shroud adjuster which may force you to
add a shackle to the forestay at the bottom
between the jib [uff wire and roller furler.
Install a new mast step, two new shrouds,
low profile blocks and your “vintage 14" has
been reconditioned and is ready to sail as
a Turbo.

By John Hackney

ALIGNING OUT-OF-SQUARE HULLS

Approximately one year ago |
purchased a new Hobie 16. | have enjoyed
sailing and racing it very much. However,
several problems have developed that
demand attention and have prompted me
to write this letter to you in the hope of
getting them taken care of.

The first problem deals with the hulls
being out of square. In other words the two
measurements obtained by measuring
diagonally from the bow of one hull to the
stern of the other hull are not the same.
They differ by 3.5 inches. Using this fact
and some algebra, it can be determined
that one of the hulls is forward to the other
by just over 3.75 inches. In my case the
starboard hull is forward of the port hull.
Three and three-quarter inches may not
seem like much, but it has a big effect on
boat balance, handling, and performance,
and it hampers the ability to tune the boat.
Consider the relationship between the
position of the mast and the bows of the
boat; moving the base of the mast forward
or aft essentially has the same effect on the
hulls as raking the mast forward or aft. But,
moving the base of the mast forward or aft
has a greater effect than raking the mast
forward or aft. Since the hulls are out of
square and one is forward of the other, the
mast is in a different position with respect
to each hull. Because the mastisin a
different position with respect to each hull,
you get different handling and
performance characteristics depending
upon which hull is the leeward hull. Also,
the hulls being out of square hampers the
ability to tune the boat for different wind
and water conditions. This problem is most
apparent while racing and setting (tuning)
the boat up for a race.

| believe that the problem with the hulls
being out of square is some kind of defect
involving the placement and orientation of
the pylons . . . The hulls should be square.

Richard Adams
Eugene, Oregon

So you want your boat to be perfectly
square, or more appropriately described,
aligned. What, not all boats coming from
the factory are absolutely square? For



those radicals out there that have new cars
aligned, lowered, and Yokohama A008
tires shaved to one third tread depth, here
is an explanation of how to align the hulls
of your Hobie Cats.

Theoretically, if you measure diagonally
from the bow of one hull to the stern of the
other on both hulls and these
measurements are equal, your boat is
aligned. Measuring in between the
centerline of the rudder pin and the
centerline of your bow tang bolt is easy but
on occasion these holes may have been
drilled a little off. So | like to use the
centerline of the hull at the bow right below
the deck lip and the inside corner of the
stern again right below the deck lip.
Measure both diagonals to see if they are
equal and, if they are, it's "Miller Time." If the
measurements are different, you must now
unlace the trampoline and force the boat
into alignment. The main sheet system
works great for aligning the boat. First
determine which diagonal measurement is
the longest, then loop a line over that bow
deck lip and tie it to the main sheet. Loop
another line over the opposite stern deck
lip and attach this line to the other end of
the main sheet. Tighten the mainsheet to
pull the boat into alignment checking the
diagonal measurements often, trying to
obtain equal measurements. Sometimes it
helps to tighten the mainsheet a little more
than necessary to align the boat as it tends
to spring back slightly after the tramp is
relaced. Once you obtain equal diagonal
measurements, relace the tramp real tight
and release the mainsheet tension. The
boat should now be properly aligned; if
not, repeat the process and remember the
boat will return slightly toward the original
shape, so usually the mainsheet must pull
the boat past square about one inch.

The rectangle formed by the side bars
and crossbars may not be square when
the hulls are properly aligned but don't
despair, the hull alignment is most
important.

The question of how much aligned hulls
will help boat speed is debatable but it
certainly can help you mentally. So, take a
few hours and work on your boat. Who
knows, maybe you'll “forget about life” for
awhile . . . good sailing!

KINKY JIB BLOCK ASSEMBLY

| am the owner of a new Hobie 16. | had
previously owned a 1977 Hobie 16. | find
a great difference in the jib block
assembly. The new Hobie jib block
assembly is not nearly as nice as the old
one. The upper forestay pigtail assembly
got twisted a little which adds to problems.
Attached are sketches of each.

Question: Is the old jib block assembly
available?

G. H. Kech
Union City, Pennsylvania

A few years back Hobie Cat changed
the jib halyard turning block on the Hobie
16. The old style block created a few
problems primarily because the sheave
diameter was too small. This small
diameter sheave caused the halyard to
fray and prematurely break, plus the
sheave itself wore quickly. The new style jib
halyard block sheave is larger in diameter
and has eliminated both of these
problems. Another advantage of the new
style block is that it allows the upper
forestay pigtail and lower forestay to be
changed individually rather than as a
whole assembly. However, because of the
new jib halyard block configuration a
problem exists. On paper at least, the jib
halyard and forestay cross. In practice, this
problem did not materialize because as
the jib halyard is tensioned, the forestay
becomes slack. Thus the load of the
rigging is taken by the jib halyard, slacking
the forestay and precluding any binding of
the wires aloft.

This new system, as good as it is, can
unfortunately be assembled incorrectly

causing the halyard to bind. After diligent
searching through the Hobie manuals,
nowhere could be found a picture of how
this new system should be assembled. So |
took a picture of our cat expert (no, his
name is not Hobie) showing how the new
jib halyard turning block should be
installed. Notice that in the picture the wires
do cross but do not create any binding.
Additionally, the upper forestay pigtail
thimbles should be approximately on the
same plane and not twisted.

An additional benefit of the new system
is the sheave which, being larger in
diameter, forces the tensioned jib halyard
closer to the mast thus creating more room
for the jib battens to cross the mast.
Speaking of jib battens, cut them off so the
batten caps just touch the sail making sure
you leave room for the battens to be
tensioned. After checking to make sure
your jib halyard turning block is assembled
correctly, | am confident you will find the
new halyard turning block works as well as
the old style and provides longer halyard
life, easier maintenance, and more batten
clearance to boot! e a
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BEFORE THE START

David Dellenbaugh lives in Connecticut
and is currently the marketing director of
North Sails. He is a USYRU judge and
recently narra a two-part video tape on
the racing rules. He recently won the 1985
Thistle Nationals and the 1984 Prince of
Wales. He placed second at the 1985
Championship of Champions. He was also
on Dave Perry's crew that won the Con
gressional Cup in 1983 and 1984

yone who is
serious about racing Hobie Cats should
know the racing rules backward and for-
ward. There's no doubt about it. Rules
knowledge will not only help you avoid
being disqualified —it will also help you feel
more confident when other boats are
close. You'll be less intimidated when a sea
lawyer starts yelling, and you'll have much
better control over your own game plan.

One of the most critical times to know
the rules is before the start. Here the boats
are packed more tightly than anywhere
else, and they're jockeying for the best
position possible. It's understandable that
there are a lot of close calls. If you've got a
good grip on the appropriate rules, how-
ever, you'll have the best chance possible
of being at the front of the pack.

First of all, let me say that anyone who
races should own a copy of the Interna-
tional Yacht Racing Rules, which govern all
our racing. These are compiledin a
rulebook that’s available from the United
States Yacht Racing Union (USYRU), P.O.
Box 209, Newport, Rhode Island 02840.
Whenever | refer to a specific rule in this
article, Il mention the rule’'s number and
title from this rulebook.

The first logical question to ask about the
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By David Dellenbaugh

rules is, “When do they begin?” Unless the
sailing instructions state otherwise, the
rules go into effect at the preparatory
signal (which is usually the five-minute
gun). There are only two ways that you
may be disqualified before your pre-
paratory signal. The first is if you “seriously
hinder” another boat that's already racing
(see Rule 31.2 “Disqualification”).

The second is if you violate a sailing
instruction. Let's say, for example, that the
race circular says you must wear a life
jacket whenever you are using a trapeze. If
you leave the dock and get out on the wire
without your PFD, then you may be dis-
qualified, even though it's long before the
start of your race.

Assume for the moment that you've
made it to the five-minute gun without
being disqualified, and you're zipping
around in the starting area. What rules are
now in effect? Basically, all the right-of-way
rules that apply after the start also apply
before the start. These can be found in
Part IV (Section B) of the rulebook, which is
called “Principle Right of Way Rules and
Their Limitations.” Let's take a quick look at
each one.

Port-Starboard (Rule 36)-Everybody
knows this rule. If two boats are sailing at
each other below the starting line (or any-
where else), the boat on port tack must
stay clear. Note that the rule specifies
which boat must stay clear; it doesn't say
that either boat has the right of way. In fact,
if two boats are about to collide, the star-
board tacker has an obligation to avoid the
collision (see Rule 32 “Avoiding Collisions”).

Windward-Leeward (Rule 37.1)-Often
there will be two (or more) boats approach-
ing the starting line close together on the
same tack. Here, as after the start, the
windward boat(s) must keep clear of the
leeward boat(s). Keeping clear means
avoiding contact with any part of the
leeward boat's hull or crew that's in normal
position. In other words, if the leeward
boat’s crew is trapezing, be sure to keep
your leeward hull and boom far enough
away so there is no contact.

Clear Ahead-Clear Astern (Rule 37.2)-
This rule comes into play quite often before
the start. Let's say you're sitting just below
the starting line with your sails luffing,
waiting to trim in and go. What typically
happens is that another boat with more
speed comes up from behind (see Dia-
gram 1) and yells at you to get out of the
way. This other boat doesn't realize, how-
ever, that a boat clear astern must stay
clear of a boat that's clear ahead. So feel
free to ignore their screams, at least until
they get a leeward overlap.

Changing Tacks (Rule 41)-| don't know
anyone who hasn't been thrown out of a
race under this rule at least once in their
life. It often happens when you have a bad
tack onto port—you'e trying to get the
boat going as you watch a cat on star-
board tack headed right for you, and
there's nothing you can do to get out of
their way. Well, this applies before the start
as well. A boat that is tacking or jibing must
stay clear of a boat that's on a tack.

Limitations on Altering Course (Rule
35)This is perhaps the most important rule
in the book; without it there would be
chaos. Let's explain it by looking at our
starboard-port example again. We have
two boats approaching each other before
the start, and the port tacker alters course
to get out of the way. Rule 35 says that the
right-of-way boat (the starboard tacker in
this case) must not alter her course in a
way that prevents the other boat from
keeping clear. In other words, she must
hold her course so the burdened boat is
able to stay clear.

Besides these basic rules, there are two
rules that apply only before the start.
These are Rule 40 (‘Luffing Before Start-
ing”) and Rule 42.4 ("Anti-Barging Rule”).
Let's take a closer look.

Luffing Before Starting (Rule 40)-The
rulebook defines “luffing” as “altering
course toward the wind.” So any time you
are turning your boat toward the wind, you
are said to be luffing. Before the start,
luffing must always be done “slowly.” That
is, if you are heading up toward the wind

BEGINNERS' REVIEW OF RULES
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Diagram 1

A'is clear ahead of B, so B must stay clear.
Once B gets a leeward overlap, she gains the
right of way, but she must allow A “room and
opportunity” to stay clear.

and this forces another boat, you must be
sure that they have “room and opportunity”
to stay clear.

One of the most confusing parts of Rule
40 is the limitation it places on how far a
leeward boat may luff. To understand this,
we have to know what the “mast abeam”
position is. A windward boat is said to have
mast abeam if her skipper sights straight
across the boat and is abeam or forward of
the mast of a leeward boat (see Diagram
2).

If you are to windward of another boat
before the start and you move forward to
the mast abeam position, you should hail
“Mast abeam.” This means that the other
boat may no longer luff above a close-
hauled course. However, you must still stay
clear of her because you are the windward
boat. If the leeward boat moves forward so
that you no longer have mast abeam, then
she may slowly luff you again as far as
head to wind.

The “Anti-Barging” Rule (Rule 42.4)-
Almost anyone who has ever beenin a
race has heard the term “barging.” It refers
to a boat that’s trying to squeeze into the
starting line from outside one of the ends
of the line, and it's prohibited by Rule 42.4.

Let's look at a specific situation. Two
boats are approaching the start from just to
leeward of the committee boat (see Dia-
gram 3). If this situation happens anywhere

Diagram 2

W has ““mast abeam” when her skipper sights
across the boat and is abeam or forward of L's
mast. Before the start, L may not luff above
closehauled whenever W has mast abeam.

except the starting line, then the windward
boat (W) is entitled to “buoy room” from the

leeward boat (L) to pass below the commit-

tee boat. However, this is not the case at
the start. Rule 42.4 says that L does not
have to give W room to pass to leeward of
a starting mark. W is barging here and
must bail out.

There are several conditions worth men-

tioning here. First of all, barging only
applies when the starting mark in question
is “surrounded by navigable water” If the

end of the line is a breakwater, for example,

the W would be entitled to room. Second,
all the basic rules we described apply to
any barging situation. That is, L may only
luff slowly, and she may not luff above
closehauled if W has mast abeam. And
third, once the starting gun is fired, L may
not sail above her closehauled course if
this would deny room for W to fit between
her and the committee boat.

There are two other common questions

about the starting rules that we should take

alook at: 1) What happens if 'm over the
starting line early? If you've started pre-
maturely, you maintain all your rights as
long as you continue to sail the course.
However, the moment you begin to turn
back to clear yourself, you must stay clear
of all other boats. This is the case even if
you're on starboard tack and they're on
port. You don't regain your rights until you

Diagram 3

When boats are approaching the line to start, L
doesn’t have to give W room to pass to leeward
of the committee boat. W is ““barging” here and
must stay clear by tacking or slowing down and
passing astern of L.

have gotten back completely on the pre-
start side of the line (see Rule 44 “Return-
ing to Start").

2) How about if | hit the starting mark?
Before the racing rules go into effect, there
is no penalty (except for insurance consid-
erations!) if you hit either end of the starting
line. However, if you hit the committee boat
or the starting pin after your preparatory
signal, then you must reround that end
after you have started (see Rule 52 “Touch-
ing a Mark”). While you are in the process
of re-rounding, you must stay clear of all
other boats (see Rule 45 “Re-rounding
After Touching a Mark”).

Assume, for example, that you hit the
committee boat with three minutes to go
before the start. You may not begin your
re-rounding until you have started, which
means that you have to wait until after the
starting gun goes off.

The first step in getting a good start is
understanding all the rules that apply.
Once you have a working knowledge of
the rules, then you can use them to help
implement your tactics and strategy. That,
of course, is a whole different subject.
Good luck! = -
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TUNING THE %
THE FLORIDA WAY

By Bob Johnson

Editor's Note: Bob Johnson is one of the
best Hobie 14 sailors in South Florida, an
area that seems to breed great Hobie 14
skippers

Sand the rudders in the same direction as the
water will flow across the blade.

ince July 4th, 1968
in Poche, California, when Hobie Alter,
Sharon Alter, Wayne Shafer, Sandy Banks,
and Bobby Patterson sailed the first pro-
duction Hobie 14s, the quest to find the
optimum tuning techniques for this exciting
little boat has been foremost in the minds
of many sailors. When people talk about
optimum performance in racing, the talk
always drifts to sail shape and although
smart tuning does start with good sails, far
too many sailors tend to ignore tuning the
rest of the boat.

Alex Kirby, an up and coming 14 sailor in
Florida, feels "having the rudders in good
alignment and raked for proper balance is
essential to good boat performance.” The
new EPO blades offer a fine blade for the
majority of sailors. This new blade is a
powerful tool in controlling your Hobie and
making it go where you want to go if you
spend a little time with the shape and
alignment.

When you first sail your boat, you might
notice a little hum. This comes from the
casting of the blade. The new blades are
usually pretapered from the factory but this
is not always enough. If your blade does
hum, take a sanding block and a piece of
400 wet/dry sandpaper and sand the trail-
ing flat edge of the blade at the very back
of the blade. Be sure that you are sanding
in a horizontal motion or in the motion that
the water will travel across your blade. As
you sand the blade you will notice a slight
valley in the blade. As you remove this, (it
will not take much) the valley will disappear,
and so should your hum.

Next, you must achieve a balanced
helm. It will be best to start the helm
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correction process after you have raked
the mast as far aft as you can. You should
use a 10 hole adjuster on the forestay and
at least one long shackle in addition. By
raking your mast aft, a portion of the
resistance force produced by the hulls is
given to the rudders. Basically what you
have done is to trick your rudders into
acting like daggerboards. But you do not
get something without giving up some-
thing. Fortunately, the unbalanced helm
that will occur as the result of this much
mast rake can be adjusted out on the
Hobie 14. By starting with your mast in this
proven optimum rake position, you will be
able to diagnose your particular helm
problem with ease. Weather helm occurs
when thetiller is released and your cat
heads into the wind. Lee helm is exactly

SN - N S TR 1IN

the opposite. With the Hobie 14 it pays to
carry a small amount of weather helm
because boat performance is very difficult
to predict without it. Lee helm should be
avoided at all costs for if you lose your grip
on the helm in heavy going, a pitchpole is
almost a certainty.

You can obtain a proper feel by sailing
your boat and then adjusting the rudder
castings to eliminate the unwanted condi-
tion. If you need to eliminate weather helm,
you should adjust your rudders so that
they pivot forward in the casting. Loosen
the screw on the top of the upper casting
then let off on the adjuster screw at the
bottom of the casting. If you need to
eliminate lee helm, tighten the adjuster
screw in the bottom of the casting to move
the rudder back in the casting. After you

In adjusting rudder alignment, be sure to pick a
spot on the front of the blade that is parallel to
the rear.

have made an adjustment, take the boat
back out and sail it to determine the effects
of your adjustment. Several attempts may
be necessary to get the helm to a slight
weather helm feel. To determine each
blade’s feel, sail on a tack and lift the
windward blade so that all of the load is on
the leeward blade. This will allow you to
feel each blade.

If after careful testing the problem is still
with you or you have an intermittent prob-
lem, then perhaps you will need to adjust
your rudder alignment. Place your boat on
atrailer or elevate the back so that the
blades will not touch the ground in the
locked down position and get your tape
measure. Measure the distance between
the two leading edges of the blades to see
whether it is the same distance as the
trailing edge. If the leading edges are
closer together than the trailing edges,
your rudders are toed in.

To correct this, you will need to loosen
the tiller adjustment screw on the tiller arm
and extend the tiller crossbar. If your lead-
ing edges are farther apart than your
trailing edges, you are toed out. Never salil
with this condition; it's like sailing with your
foot dragging in the water. | actually set all
of the boats that | sail with no toe in; | adjust
the rudders so that they are straight ahead.

Once you have eliminated your helm
problems, you can move ahead to tune rig
and sail shape. The raked mast is bene-
ficial when going to weather because it
allows the new six battened sail to be used
to its maximum effectiveness. However,
downwind forward rake has an advantage
because forward lean keeps the air flowing
over the rig rather than getting trapped on
the windward side of the sail. This means
that a loose rig that is well raked can have
the best of both worlds, sometimes. Loose
shrouds allow the mast to lean off to
leeward thus spilling air in a breeze. This is
fine if you are overpowered, but if you are
a heavy weight (170 Ibs) then you will need
the power of a mast standing upright. In
moderate air, a loosely rigged cat is apt to
not perform as well as a tightly rigged cat;
as aresult, the art of tuning the rig is the
ability to know what is the best compro-
mise at any specific time. A smart tuner
knows that there are no fixed settings and
every setting must be relevant to the condi-
tions. World champion, Bob Curry, feels
that, “with the rig raked back, and the
shrouds adjusted, you should be able to
take a shroud in your fist and turn your
hand parallel to the trampoline and at this
point your rig should be snug." According
to Curry, “this is a good place to start for rig
tension.”

Weight trim is one of the most important
aspects of Hobie sailing. It is always best to
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Rest your body weight on the forward leg when
hiking out.

Hook the rear leg fully extended under the hiking
strap so that your leg will lock at the knee.

With proper foot and leg positioning your hands
are left free to handle the mainsheet and the
tiller.
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get your weight directly over the driving
force of the boat, the fat part of the hull. In
reality, your weight should be positioned
near the shrouds, depending on condi-
tions. If the conditions are light, move
inboard and forward and remember that
you cannot go any faster than the water
can get away from your sterns. So, keep-
ing the weight forward on the boat allows
the water to actually escape from the
bottom (a smaller surface) and not the
transom. Position yourself on the boat to
counterbalance the effect of the condi-
tions, too far forward when the wind is
coming up will cause the bow to “dig in”
and you cannot get the most out of your
Hobie when it's in its natural position (mast
straight down). On a reach, position your-
self in much the same position as sailing to
windward. In reaching, the bow becomes
the chief consideration. If the bow is dig-
ging in and you are about to pitchpole,
then move back on the boat to compen-
sate. In extremely windy conditions, move
as far back as you can, the very corner of
the trampoline or corner casting, and make
every attempt to keep the bow from sub-
merging. Weight trim is extremely difficult
to explain precisely because you must
constantly shift your weight around the
trampoline to compensate for wind
conditions.

SUCCESSFUL TACKING

Tacking a Hobie 14 with the mast raked
can prove to be very frustrating. If you are
preparing for a racing season, practice,
practice and practice some more. The
basic tacking procedure is to be sure that
you have speed before you begin your
maneuver. Keeping forward to balance the
boat, turn your rudders about 20 percent
to slowly bring your Hobie into the wind.
Do not jam your rudders over as this will
cause your rudders to act as a brake and
impede your forward motion in the water
resulting in the frustration of being in
“irons.” As you move into the wind, slowly
try to move aft, keeping your rudders at
the same trim. Ease the mainsheet to keep
the boat from weathervaning (going head
to wind and stalling). Being aft allows the
bows to lift and forces the rudders deeper
into the water allowing the boat to pivot on
them.

When your bows are sufficiently past
head to wind, straighten your rudders,
sheet in slowly on the main, and move
forward slowly as the boat begins to gain
headway. If you miss the tack and get into
“irons” then you will need to reverse your
rudders immediately and back wind your
main. This will back your Hobie around
onto the tack that you were trying for. You
need to practice this maneuver many
times before a race, for tacks are easily
blown in the excitement of close racing
and only being able to act instinctively will
save the loss of hard won places.
(Sometimes even the experts blow one.)

Al of this goes out the window when the
wind is blowing for if you get too far back
on the boat, the wind will catch under your
trampoline and you will do a “back flip.” So,
you will have to use a balancing technique
here. Get far enough back to bury the
rudders, but be ready to grab for the front
crossbar if you feel the wind under the
tramp. Just remember that tacking a Hobie
14 is a penalty in distance. A Hobie 14
averaging 10 knots will gain almost seventy
yards on another Hobie making a 10
second tack. The importance of practice
followed by more practice cannot be over
emphasized as it can and often does win
or lose races for sailors.

TUNING THE SAIL

Now we get to that vital area of the
Hobie 14, the sail. Shaping a sail is
important, and the sail designers at the
Hobie Cat sail loft have done an excellent
job for you. You will need to be able to read
this fully battened sail and you cannot do
this without some little “woolies” on the sail.
In addition to the telltales that are provided
on the sail, you will need to place a few
more. In addition to the telltales in the flying
H panel, you will need to place several
more pairs at the luff of the sail about 10
inches behind the mast. Watch the pair in
the flying H panel in light to moderate
winds. Sheet in the sail until the telltales on
the backside stall (droop or wave
frantically) then ease the sheet out until the
tales begin to flow back. You will need to
watch this and readjust the mainsheet or
your angle to the wind.

In heavy air, forget about the telltales;
you will be overpowered, so just keep the
weather hull kissing the water. You can
accomplish this by some severe hiking out
using the method where you hook your
trailing leg under the hiking straps and
bend the forward leg and sort of crouch on
the hull. This will allow you to hike without
tearing up your gut muscles. You can also
pump the main (let it out in puffs and pull it
in during the Iulls) or by moving the trav-
eler. Curry suggests that, “moving your
traveller out to the hiking strap is not a
disadvantage because it allows you to be
in control of your boat.”

The downhaul on the Hobie 14 is often
overlooked or misjudged. Sail shape can
be improved by matching the downhaul
tension to various wind and sea conditions.
Due to the "bias” effect in the sall, the luff
stretches more than the leach. The down-
haul acts on this bias and pulls the draft
forward in the sail. When the downhaul
tension is combined with the proper main-
sheet tension, proper sailshape can be
generated. Downhauling to the black line is
a fast way to go in heavy air because you
are prebending the mast, and even if you
ease the sheets in puffs, the mainsail will
remain relatively flat and the shape will
remain uniform, generating controllable
boat speed. In adjusting the outhaul, pull it

relatively tight in all conditions except light
air and choppy waters. The extra fullness
provided by an eased outhaul will deliver
more power in these conditions.

Be careful when using batten tension to
determine the sail shape. If you stuff the
battens in too tight, your sail tends to look
like a starving horse with its ribs protruding.
If you put the battens in too loose, the salil
wrinkles, slowing the boat down. Optimum
tension is enough to eliminate any wrinkles
along the batten pockets. If you are at
minimum weight, put the top two battens in
just enough to take the wrinkles out of the
sail. Put the middle two battens in so that
they just stand up. (Place the salil flat on the
trampoline; lift the adjustable end and pop
the batten into the upright position. It
should barely be able to stand, a slight
wiggle will cause it to fall to the down
position.) Put the bottom two battens in so
that they mirror the top two. This will give
you a starting point. If you find that you
need more power, then tighten the battens
up slightly. If you find that you are spend-
ing the day healing up and not going
forward, loosen the battens slightly. This is
atrial and error method. You might also
check with those folks in your area who are
constantly picking up the gold. They may
have a suggestion on how to master sail-
shape in your particular area.

The traveller should be positioned about
four inches from the center of the boat for
going to weather. As the winds increase,
the car should be let out to compensate.
When you are reaching, you will need to
twist the sail. A good starting point for the
traveller is at the hiking strap. Again, watch
the little “woolies” on the salil. If the back
side stalls, let the traveller out. Just
remember, there is no substitute for tiller
time. Find someone who is interested in
going fast and match race with them.
Change only one item on a boat at a time
and then go back out and sail some more.
You will be able to find what makes your
boat go in your conditions. No one can
predict exactly how to set up a boat before
he or she sees the conditions that they will
sail in; therefore, you need to take what you
read and put it into practice.

Sailing is like any other sport. You get out
of it exactly what you putinto it. The
winners are winners because they put the
time in on the water. Sure, they may have
natural ability, but the rest comes from
dedication. | have watched Bob Curry rise
from the back of “B” fleet to become the
World Champion through hard work and
determination. He has put in countless
hours sailing in all types of conditions.
Some of us enjoy Hobie sailing, just
because it is fun and good exercise, not to
mention the fantastic people that we get to
meet from all over the world. As Wayne
Schafer once said, “l wouldn' still be doing
this if it wasn't fun and | wasn' still having a
great time with it!” Have a Hobie time on the
great little flying machine, the Hobie 14. S _
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arning! Contact of a mast with

a powerline can be fatal.” Every HOTLINE reader has seen this
warning dozens of times. Every person attending a large regatta
has been told of the powerline danger. Every sailor of a Hobie Cat
or Holder sailboat built within the last several years has seen the
decals placed on their masts. The powerline danger is real.
Deadly real. Still some people have been injured. Some have
even died due to electrocution.

According to Hobie Cat president and general manager, Doug
Campbell, the company has been working on preventing these
accidents ever since it became aware of the danger from
overhead lines. | guess we started looking at plugs to put in the
mast, which was the predecessor of the Comptip™ mast, in 1978,
said Campbell. “But none of those early ones were successful.
They were too heavy, or they would fail and crack or break; some
even conducted electricity.”

Recognizing the severe limitations on addressing the hazards
through changes in the design of the boats, the company settled
on a strategy of warning owners of the danger through owner's
manuals and HOTLINE warnings. New mast warnings were
placed on every mast made by Hobie Cat; a public information
program was initiated and Hobie owners were encouraged to
seek out overhead lines and notify power company officials and
Hobie Cat of the lines' existence. Hobie Cat urged power
companies to raise the lines. But accidents continued. So did the
work on a solution.

Ironically, a breakthrough to the solution came from an unex-
pected source. Jerry Pollard, a Hobie design engineer, was
working on a way to form epoxy in a manner that would provide a
stiffer material for construction of boating hardware. Epoxy would
be lighter and stronger, something every sailor appreciates.
Pollard made tremendous advances when he used his new
technology to create the EPO rudder blades. A sophisticated
molding process resulted in light, stiff, rugged rudders. Once the
new design process was proven feasible, the design staff
evaluated the applicability of this new production technology to a
mast. Instead of wrapping or plugging the existing mast, such a
piece of equipment could simply replace the top portion, the
section most likely to hit a powerline. Work on the new section

The plastic luff
track of the Comp-
tip mast requires
special attention
so that it will not be
damaged in trans-
portation or
storage.

began immediately.

The main challenge in applying the compression molding
technique was in the varying design criteria for the masts. Each
mast is different, not only in shape but in the type of work and
stresses to which it is subjected. Therefore the ingredients of the
Comptip mast would have to be different for each type of mast.



Because more sailors own Hobie 16s than the other catamarans,
it was decided to concentrate on solving the problems of the
Hobie 16 mast first. This advance in state of the art sailboat
design lead Hobie designers and consultants through a frustrat-
ing series of redesign until a configuration was developed that
did the job.

Simultaneously, the new Hobie 17 was undergoing develop-
ment. Rather than introduce a boat without a new tip when the
engineers felt they were so close to achieving their goal, the
Hobie 17 was built with a mast tip in mind. But it too required a
different configuration which was developed from the knowledge
being gained from the Hobie 16 Comptip™ development.

Finally, the Hobie 16 Comptip mast was ready to be placed on
new production boats. New Hobie 16s built from September 1,
1985 include the Comptip mast and a retrofit program, free of
charge to owners of Hobie 16s, will now go into effect. To take
advantage of the retrofit program, owners should fill out the
postage-paid card included in this issue of HOTLINE on page 17.
As of this reporting, a sufficient quantity of Comptip replacements
does not exist to supply all dealerships or owners. These cards
will be used to notify owners and dealerships when the Comptip
retrofit program will be available in their areas.

“We are pushing ourselves and our vendors to produce
sufficient quantity to get the retrofit program into full swing, but we
arent there yet, " said Campbell.

The other Hobie Cat models as well as the Holder line of
monohulls will have Comptip masts of their own. “Our plan is to
have a Comptip mast available for the Hobie 18 in the second
quarter of 1986," said Campbell, “and then the Hobie 14 followed
by the Holders. Each conversion program will start with produc-
tion first and then follow with the retrofit programs as we build
production capability.”

Campbell advises all Hobie and Holder owners to send in their
cards and tell their dealers of their intention to retrofit their mast.
That way, when enough of the new mast sections become
available, Hobie Cat will know how many to send to each dealer.
“Anybody who has had a warranty card submitted by their
dealers or themselves will be receiving a letter from us [reprinted

With the sail in the
down position.
When the sail is
raised, the halyard
slips into the cleat
where the insula-
tion stops.

in full in this article]. Owners won't have to pay a thing. The
materials are no charge and well reimburse the dealer for the
labor” Campbell urges every Hobie 16 sailor, and as soon as the
other Comptip masts are ready, all other Hobie Cat and Holder
sailors as well, to take advantage of the offer to equip their masts
with the Comptip mast section.

But, many sailors, especially racing sailors are probably won-
dering how the Comptip mast will affect the performance of their
boats. Campbell has heard from some of the sailors who have
sailed with Comptip masts. “I've heard comments from sailors
both ways. The majority of the comments I've heard are that the
sailors will use Comptip masts, that they think it's a good thing,
but I've also had some say that they aren't planning to switch over.
I've tried to convince them, but they are hanging tough so far”
The affected aspect of performance according to most sailors
who have tried the boats equipped with the Comptip mast is that
the masts are not quite as stiff as all-aluminum masts. Still, both
company officials and knowledgeable sailors believe that the
safety factors far outweigh the possible slight reduction in
maximum performance of Comptip mast-equipped boats sailing
in moderate conditions.

“The Comptip mast is in no way a 100 percent guarantee
against danger,” stressed Campbell. “The only 100 percent
guarantee is to not hit a powerline. We believe that the increased
electrical resistance of a clean and dry Comptip mast far, far
outweighs any disadvantage. We would like to have something
that is 100 percent total protection, but the nature of electricity
and the limitations of insulators in a marine environment make
that level of safety unachievable. The Comptip mast represents a
significant advance in protection over current design configura-
tions in the industry.”

Developing and tooling the Comptip design and replacing the
masts of current owners will place a tremendous financial burden
on Hobie Cat, especially when one considers the large number
of boats sold over the past 17 years. When asked about the cost,
Campbell lets go a wry chuckle.

“For each mast for each boat, the figure is going to be different,
but the all-up costs, less developmental costs, including over-
head, shipping costs and the labor, will average for both Holders
and Hobies around 100 dollars per mast . . . We have never kept
track of the total cost of the project over the years. Whenever
anyone had an idea we investigated it and we did not check or
register the amount of time spent by our engineers either
individually or as a group. Our efforts started in earnest back in

The main halyard is
insulated against
electricity. In this
photo, the sail is
up. Note the small
cleat near the top
of the mast.

1976 and up to the present time, it is has cost literally hundreds of
thousands of dollars and that does not include tooling costs. But
if we save one life it's worth it.”

Editor's Note: See the card enclosed in this issue on page 17
and mail it to Hobie Cat. Any information concerning the Comptip
program will be forwarded to you
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Editor's Note: The following is the text of a letter which will be
mailed to all reg:stereo Hobie and Holder owners advising them
of the Comptip™ mast.

Dear Hobie Cat/Holder Owner:

Hobie has just announced what we think is a significant
safety advance in the design of the mast used on Hobie
sailboats. This new design substantially reduces the electrical
injury hazard which exists if the top section of an all-aluminum
sailboat mast comes in contact with a high voltage powerline.
This change involves a new, nonelectrically conductive, upper
mast section we have named the Comptip mast. This new
mast section replaces that portion of the conventional alumi-
num mast extending above the tang assembly to the top of the
mast.

Why change the mast?

For a number of years all of us at Hobie have tried to reduce
sailboat mast/powerline contacts. This effort has included
numerous articles in the HOTLINE, three programs to place
powerline warning decals on sailboat masts, the development
and retrofit of a nonconductive tiller extension, two separate
campaigns to inform power companies of the danger of low-
hanging electrical lines in areas where sailboats are launched
or sailed, and the “Bounty” program which provides promo-
tional items for Hobie sailors who report potentially dangerous
powerlines to electrical utilities in writing. Even with all these
efforts, sailboat mast/powerline contacts have continued to
occur, some of which have resulted in very severe injuries and
even deaths.

In the aftermath of these accidents, a number of claimed
experts have proposed numerous “fixes.” Some claim the mast
should be grounded, others claim it should be insulated. The
various ideas presented have been evaluated by Hobie and
each was determined to have major deficiencies. Most are just
ineffectual in preventing electrical injury; some carried a signifi-
cant risk of causing a catastrophic mast failure; and some
actually increased the electrical hazard or made the boat more
likely to capsize. It was the opinion of Hobie design and
management prior to 1981 that a feasible nonconductive alter-
native to the conventional aluminum mast did not exist and
warning programs and efforts to relocate powerlines repre-
sented the best solutions available.

In 1981 a breakthrough occurred, although it was not recog-
nized at first. A Hobie design engineer developed a way of
compression molding Hobie epoxy sailboat rudders providing
a product that was finished on both sides, much stiffer, and
more resistant to breakage than previous rudders. This devel-
opment led to a realization that the process involved might
allow the manufacture of a nonconductive mast section of
sufficient strength and rigidity to replace the top portion of the
existing aluminum mast. From this, ultimately developed the
product we are now calling Comptip mast.

What are the disadvantages?

Virtually all products involve some element of design com-
promise and the Comptip mast section is no exception. First,
and most important, is the fact that the Comptip mast is not a
100 percent guarantee against injury or death in the event of
powerline contact. If the mast surface or luff groove is contami-
nated with moisture, dirt, salt, or other foreign residue, or if
extremely high voltages are encountered, the surface of the
Comptip mast section itself can conduct electricity and an
electrical injury could still occur. Additionally, the electrical
protection obviously exists only with respect to the Comptip
portion on the mast and an electrical contact on the aluminum
portion of the mast or on the shrouds or forestay continues to be
extremely dangerous. The only sure protection to the user of
any sailboat, even one equipped with the Comptip mast, will be

to avoid contact between the mast and an electrical powerline.

Another possible safety related design compromise is related
to the use of the nonconductive mast. This involves the risk of a
lightning strike while the boat is on the water. Both the United
States Coast Guard and Underwriters Laboratories have indi-
cated that the conductive aluminum mast on a sailboat
provides what has been described as a “cone of protection”
against lightning strikes to people on the boat. Hobie has never
had a reported instance of lightning related personal injury to
any person on a Hobie boat. Instances of lightning strikes to
sailboats on the beach have been reported but again with no
related personal injury. The Comptip mast section significantly
reduces the height of the conductive portion of the mast.
Experts in the field believe this will, in turn, decrease the size of
the cone of protection. Even with the reduction the crew on a
Hobie Cat or Holder boat will, in virtually all circumstances, still
be included within the cone of protection.

We do recommend that no sailboat be used during lightning
storms and think this recommendation may be even more
important for a Comptip mast equipped boat.

Another design compromise is that boats equipped with
Comptip masts do not have the reefing capability as has been
previously provided on some models. This is due to the
construction of the electrically nonconductive halyard that is an
integral part of the Comptip design. This change means that in
heavy weather conditions salil size cannot be reduced to
prevent being overpowered. We recommend always that no
sailors go out in conditions exceeding their capabilities.

There is one other design compromise that will exist with
respect to Comptip mast equipped sailboats. A number of
experienced sailors have sailed Hobie 16s equipped with a
prototype version of the Comptip mast during the last few
months. Without exception, these expert sailors have reported a
somewhat diminished level of performance in medium wind
conditions (10 to 20 mph) as compared to an all-aluminum mast
equipped boat. This is related to the Comptip mast being more
flexible than the current aluminum mast. This additional flexibil-
ity was not perceived as a problem in lower winds; while in
higher wind conditions, any power lost is excess anyway.
Although we would like to report that the sailing performance of
a Comptip mast-equipped boat will be exactly identical to that
of a boat equipped with the all-aluminum mast, we are not able
to do so. Itis, however, very close in performance and the
average sailor will notice no real difference in speed.

What about weight?

Small increases in weight at the upper end of the mast can
significantly increase the crew weight required to right a
capsized boat and can also make the boat more subject to
“pitching.” Keeping any weight increase to a minimum was
therefore an important part of the development of the Comptip
mast section. Although individual Comptip mast sections are
subject to weight variations (as are aluminum mast sections),
we do not expect Comptip masts to be significantly heavier. In
some instances, Comptip masts may even be lighter.

Is the Comptip mast class legal?

The question of whether or not the Comptip mast will be class
legal has already been raised. The WHCA Rules Committee
and the Holder International Class Association have ruled that
the Comptip mast will be class legal in the U.S. and Canada the
same as the all-aluminum mast. Hobie will also recommend that
the Comptip mast be recognized as class legal in other
countries, but the final decision on this will be made by the
WHCA and HICA World Councils.

What about existing boats?
You may well be asking yourself what this detailed explana-
tion of the new Comptip mast means to a Hobie owner who
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currently owns a Hobie Cat or Holder sailboat equipped with an
aluminum mast. Does this mean purchasing an entire new mast
in order to obtain the electrical safety benefits of the Comptip
mast section? This answer is, no. The Comptip mast section
can be retrofitted on an existing aluminum mast. The retrofit will
require your mast to be taken to an authorized Hobie Cat or
Holder Dealer where the upper section of the mast will be cut
off and the new mast section installed into the remaining
aluminum lower section of the mast. Hobie has developed a
special program for this retrofit installation. The terms of this
program are as follows:

I. Hobie will retrofit the mast on your boat to the Comptip
design at no charge for parts or labor for the conversion.
(You will, of course, be responsible for the cost of any
unrelated repair or service).

2. Indicate your intention to convert your boat mast on
the enclosed postage paid card (the card included in this
HOTLINE issue). Be sure to provide the correct name and
address of the Hobie dealer you want to install the new
mast tip.

3. Your Hobie dealer will advise you when the Comptip
mast section for your mast has arrived at his or her store
and will set up an appointment for the conversion.

4. You will have to deliver your all-aluminum mast to the
dealer’s premises for installation of the Comptip mast tip.
When the work is completed, you will be notified so you
can pick up your converted Comptip mast.

In summary:

I. The new mast tip will significantly improve safety.

2. The disadvantages are minimal.

3. You can have the new mast tip installed on your mast
without charge.

4. You must return the enclosed card to identify the dealer
you want to make the modification.

5. Safe sailing! Look up and be careful.

If you have questions that this letter or your dealer cannot
answer, please contact Hobie directly.

Thank you.

Sincerely,
Doug Campbell

Editor's Note: The following is the text of a letter written to
power companies advising them of the Comptip mast and
requesting that lines be raised.

| am writing this letter because even with the success of
Hobie Cat in developing this new Comptip mast, it is still only a
partial solution to power line accidents. Your help is still needed
to be certain the other things that are also necessary to stop
power line accidents are done.

The reality is that most sailboats will continue to have all
aluminum masts. No matter how successful our program to put
Comptip masts on Hobie and Holder products, these boats still
represent only a small percentage of the total number of
sailboats in use. We are encouraging other sailboat manufactur-
ers to use the new technology we developed; some will not.
Additionally, we doubt many other sailboat companies will
undertake the extremely costly job of retrofitting the masts on
boats they have already produced.

We've done what we can. Now it's your turn. You must make
certain that every powerline in your system, and especially
those over water and in boat launching areas, meets at least the
minimum requirements of the current NES code. Only then will
we have substantially eliminated sailboat/powerline accidents.

Sincerely,
Doug Campbell

Compitip™
Mzast
Maintenance
Instruction

he new Comptip™ mast from Hobie Cat is an impor-
tant safety advance, but to provide its maximum benefit, it does
require careful maintenance.

Because surface contamination can allow the Comptip mast to
conduct electricity, the fiberglass tip should be carefully cleaned
with fresh water after each use. In the event fresh water will not
remove surface film or other contamination, then use soap and
water only. Do not clean the Comptip mast with any type of
solvent. Using acetone or other solvents will damage the plastic
luff track.

Just as other parts of your boat may be affected by ultraviolet
rays, the Comptip mast is no exception. It should not be left in
direct sunlight for long periods of time. We suggest covering your
mast tip anytime it is not in use.

Trailering your Comptip mast requires special attention as well.
When trailering, be certain the plastic luff track is facing up, with
the weight of the mast on the fiberglass reinforced plastic mast
body and not on the plastic track. When tying the Comptip mast
down for trailering, at no time should the tie-down lines be in
direct contact with the plastic luff track. We suggest using a
minimum of 1.5 inches of soft padding wrapped around the
Comptip mast. Place the pad between the plastic luff track and
any tie-down lines.

When storing your Comptip mast for any length of time,
padded or otherwise, you should be certain the plastic luff track
is facing up. Also, during storage, do not apply any pressure or
weight directly to the Iuff track, as this may cause deformity.

Virtually all products involve some element of design compro-
mise and the Comptip mast section is no exception. First, and
most important, is the fact that the Comptip mast is not a 100
percent guarantee against injury or death in the event of
powerline contact. If the mast surface or luff groove is contami-
nated with moisture, dirt, salt, or other foreign residue, or if
extremely high voltages are encountered, the surface of the
Comptip mast section itself can conduct electricity and an
electrical injury can still occur. Additionally, the electrical protec-
tion obviously exists only with respect to the Comptip portion on
the mast and an electrical contact on the aluminum portion of the
mast or on the shrouds or forestay continues to be extremely
dangerous. The only sure protection to the user of any sailboat,
even one equipped with the Comptip mast, will be to avoid
contact between the mast and an electrical powerline. Ha
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The European Hobie Cham-
pionship program came to a
conclusion this year with the
Hobie 18 title regatta held on
beautiful Lake Geneva. The
Hobie 18 is becoming more
and more popular with the
Europeans who believe the
boat to be ideal for light air lake
sailing. Well, that's just what they
gotin Geneva. Not only light air
but, on some occasions, abso-
lutely no air at all. Fortunately
for all concerned we were sail-
ing from a club whose wealth of
experience in these conditions
actually saved the day. The
Societe Nautique de Geneve is
surely one of the most presti-
gious and well established
sailing clubs in Europe. This
year was the 20th anniversary
of the Light Yachting Group, a
division in which Hobies race.

My first contact with the club
was during the 1983 Swiss
Nationals. | was especially

impressed with the club's facili-
ties and by the warm and
friendly attitude of their many
members toward our Hobie cat-
ters. | mean, we all know that
our guys and gals tend to geta
bit boisterous now and again.
Well that's what Hobie Catting is
all about, no? Just try to imag-
ine this club. At breakfast for
example, you may have rushed
in from scrubbing down the
boat after a long night's haul to
get there. You're in the abso-
lutely luxurious restaurant and
have just met some old friends
who have arrived in a similar
state. Doesn't really matter if
you tend to be a bit rowdy. The
maitre D, resplendent in dinner
suit, will be just as friendly and
attentive to you as he would to
the impeccably dressed local
celebrities sitting alongside at
the same table. T-shirts or

suits, everyone is in the same
sailing family at this club.

Don Algie and Claudine De
Chesney (above) managed to
outfloat the other competitors
and win the Hobie 18 Euro-
pean Championship.
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So here we are back again. This time
with 70 odd Hobie 18s from all over Europe
including a few visitors. Paula Alter has just
arrived from somewhere in the Mediterra-
nean. Don Algie, organizer of the Hobie 18
World Championship in Australia and
Claudine De Chesney flew in at the last
moment. We even had some very keen
Hobie sailors from Singapore and Hong
Kong.

The club had received special permis-
sion from the City of Geneva to use the
Olympic swimming complex next door to
place the boats. That was great; walking
down each morning through the beautiful
gardens to rig up and wait out the wind.
Phil Duchatel, another Aussie who has
been in Europe for awhile, had come down
from Denmark to serve as beach captain.
And what a great job he did, for even
though we had plenty of space in the
garden, things were a little tight with 70
boats using the same launching ramp
each day. But Phil had this well organized
and it's to his credit that a week later we
(and the park manager) were quite
relieved to find the garden had been left in
the same magnificent state.

So, to the racing. Monday, September 16
was set aside for registration. On the week-
end before, our Coast Cat truck had
arrived with a full load of factory 18s made

The conditions proved frustrat-
ing for the skippers who had
to be towed in and out
throughout the week due

to a lack of wind.
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available to those competitors who either
had a long way to travel or simply wanted
to try the Hobie 18 for a change. Some
teams had already been there for awhile.
The very strong and popular Italian con-
tingent had come in with a force of 25
teams. For the French and the Germans it
was just a pop across the border, but the
Scandinavians had to really cover some
miles to get there. The registration desk
stayed open until late and by evening all
had carried out the necessary formalities,
found hotels and campsites and settled in.
Ironically, the wind on this day was great, a
steady double trapeze easterly. But on
Sunday morning, and in fact each morning
of the following week, the lake resembled a
very flat mirror.

There was to be little drama this first day.
The one and only race started in a reason-
ably light breeze which completely died in
the afternoon. Only four boats managed to
finish inside the time limit with the balance
of the fleet left well and truly parked around
the last mark. Usually with the WH.C.A.
DNF system, this would prove no great
problem. Just that 60 odd boats would
receive five points each!

However, the club had decided to use
their own DNF scoring system which
would have left all the unlucky boats carry-
ing 35 points each. That evening during a

sumptuous welcoming banquet, the com-
mittee was asked by the sailors to change
this existing DNF rule to the Hobie Cat
system and, in the interests of giving every-
one a better chance, decided to do so. A
move that was not opposed by the lucky
four finishers who also realized it was a bit
unfair to begin a major championship with
this situation. Those four, by the way,
included three-time defending Hobie 18
European Champions Kay and Ingo Delius
and Micheal Moor from Switzerland, Daniel
Pradel from France and myself, also sailing
for France.

The next day was to set the trend for the
balance of the week. Each morning at
10 a.m. a briefing was held at the club then
the sailors would walk over to the swim-
ming complex, rig their boats, then amuse
themselves in whatever way they felt while
anxiously watching the lake for the slightest
indication of any approaching breeze. In
fact, on several occasions, all boats would
be towed towards the northern end of the
lake where the wind was most likely to
appear if at all. However, that also meant a
long tow home each evening. We really
became experts at throwing each other
lines as the power boats did the rounds to
collect the weary teams. The ever-popular
Hobie Power Skiff must have set a new
record by pulling 20 odd Hobie 18s every
evening.

However, after three more days of this
and only four races, there was some sort of
pattern developing around the results. Don
Algie and Claudine de Chesney had man-
aged the distinction of regularly finishing
within the first five of each race. Not a bad
effort considering the extremely flukey
winds. Don told me later that he just
decided to always play the middle. When
he could see that one side looked favored
after the start, he would cut his loss and
just try to get back into a good position. A
very credible technique which served him
well. By the last morning, Don seemed to
be in a well-established position. There
were to be a few late challenges that day. A
bit too late in terms of myself, at least. | was
sailing with Gaelle Balteaux, the 17 year-old
French girl who had won this year's
Women's Turbo European Championship.
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We had only just started sailing together
before the event so we were quite pleased
with a second and a fourth on the last day
to finish second overall behind Algie. He
had managed to win the first of two races
on the final day to hold his untouchable
lead.

Daniel Pradel and Eric “the animal”
Bussy dropped down from an early lead to
third. The ltalian champions, Dominique de
Toro and Fulvio Scalzo also met with little
luck after sharing the early lead with
Pradel. They finished sixth. Kay and Ingo
Delius overcame a slow start to finish fifth.

But the real highlight of the top five was
the team of Harry-Michel Peeters and Paul
Fisher from Belgium. These two guys had
never been to a Hobie Championship
before. Peeters owns a beach club at
Knokke East on Belgium's North (and only)
Coast line. That coast is only 60 miles long.
He does own a Magnum, but spends most
of his time racing his Speed Sail in which
he is the current world champion. [Speed
Sails are like sailboards with wheels which
race up and down beaches and flat
sands.] It was a great effort on their part
and we're hoping to see more and more of
the new Belgian teams at future events.
First of the many Swiss teams was Walter
Steiner sailing with last minute crew selec-
tion, Suzanna Reichert of Germany. The
mild-mannered and popular Steiner had
been more renowned for his feats on the
Tornado, having placed fourth at an Olym-
pic Games and had decided to compete at
the last moment.

Needless to say, most competitors were
a little tired each evening after spending all
day on the lake. Well, we did have some
great sunshine. However that did not seem
to deter anyone from getting involved in
the super social program. Every evening
there was either a dinner or dancing some-
where in the beautiful city. Full credit goes
not only to the club for their efforts in
making the best of the conditions, but also
to the local host Hobie fleet for the social
gatherings. There may have been limited
activity on the water, but in the club and
around Geneva, there was plenty to keep
everyone happy. You could never name all
the people who worked so hard to make
this a great event, but one who really
deserves a mention is Alain Jeangros, the
ever-cheerful President of the Light Yacht-
ing Group. Alain not only rolled up his
sleeves to work each day on the commit-
tee boat, but also kept everyone
entertained in his jovial manner while giv-
ing the dalily briefings. Special credit also
goes to Marlane, Dominique and Christian
Dalgas from the Swiss Hobie Association
who all worked so hard to support Jennie
Haugerud, surely one person who had
devoted so much time and effort to make
the Fifth Hobie 18 European Champion-
ship a great success.

Editor’s Note: Our roving contributing
editor, Paula Alter, was at the Hobie 18
European Championship. The following is
her impression of the sailing and the
sailors.

"Acqua, Acqua, Acqua,” which | have
come to accept as the international code
word for starboard, room at the mark or
any other reason a skipper might want to
hall, as well as utterances in French, Ger-
man, English, Flemish, Dutch and Danish
could be heard as the competitors in the
Hobie 18 European Championship drifted
around the course en masse. Mid-Sep-

tember can be a beautiful month in
Switzerland and the week of September
16-22 was particularly wonderful, if, that is,
you're a Swiss skier and you know that the
weather will soon turn colder. Hobie 18
sailors primed for a major championship
could find it difficult. Only six races were
managed over the five day period with
other races being abandoned when the
wind would tease sailors then die
completely.

Each day skippers and crews drifted
into the yacht club a little later than the day
before and talk turned to late-night excur-
sions into Old Geneva or partying at the

club itself. The members and staff of the
oldest, most respected yacht club in Gen-
eva took the onslaught of Hobie sailors
with an openess and aplomb rarely
attributed to well-established clubs. This
was especially remarkable since I'm sure
they expected us to be out on the lake
racing, not enjoying their hospitality
through the afternoon!

This is not to say that there wasn't any
racing going on. Each afternoon, after
coffee on the patio of the yacht club, the
wind would puff enough to inspire the
committee to hold a race. These races
consisted of tense, and tight competition.
Light, drifting conditions require a great
deal of concentration and patience. Those
with a fine sense of slight wind shifts and
the ability to keep the boat moving even in
the slightest of breezes were able to make
the best of it.

Although the conditions weren't the
strongest, the week provided the interna-
tional group of sailors with fun and a lot of
practice in light-wind, lake sailing. The
Olympic-like opening ceremonies, com-
plete with flag raisings and national
anthems kicked off the week and the
medal presentations, again with the flags
and anthems, concluded it. All in all, the
Swiss did a wonderful job of presenting
and managing the event. b &3
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Woody Woodworth

“I raced a turbo for a year one week in
Oklahoma!” That remark made by J.B.
Miller when he picked up his trophy, pretty
well summed up the week of action at the
1985 Hobie Turbo Nationals, held at
Arrowhead Lodge on the “Gentle Giant"
near McAlester, Oklahoma.

Nestled in the Ouachita (pronounced
Washita) Mountains, Lake Eufaula is one of
the largest man made lakes in the country,
with over 600 miles of shoreline and run-
ning almost 30 miles from north to south. A
lot of people were not only surprised that
we had mountains and forests in
Oklahoma, but they were amazed there
was water to race on. There is also a
reason for the phrase in our state song
“Oklahoma, where the wind comes sweep-
ing down the plain.” It would be a shame to
waste all that wind on a place with no
water. The Turbo Nationals was at the least,
a week of tough, shifty winds, and some
tougher parties.

The September 30-October 5 event,
sponsored by Michelob, SSI, Murrays, and
the Oklahoma sailors of fleets 468 of
McAlester, 131 of Oklahoma City, 63 of
Norman and 25 of Tulsa, was a combined
effort to put on what we hoped would be a
well-run and most enjoyable Turbo
Nationals. This was the culmination of a lot
of hard work by Boyd Bass and Fred
Ettner from Fleet 468 Pam Curtis and
Debbie Taylor of Fleet 131. From the first
proposal in the fall of 1984 to the Saturday
before the event, it was an uphill struggle.
Without a major national sponsor, we
asked everyone we could think of for as
much as they could provide. John Barnett,
Hobie Cat regional sales manager, was the
main force there, and kept us on track.

BY JOHN CURTIS
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Dale Beddow

Since this was a BYOB (bring your own
boat) affair for those inside a 24 hour drive
time circle, with no pre-registration, and
since it was scheduled the same week as
the Absolut Cup 18 Nationals, we felt a little
like the folks who were throwing a party,
not knowing if any one was coming.

After a warm-up points regatta put on by
Fleet 468, registration was set up in the
hotel lobby. Debbie Taylor, Terri Bruce, and
Ray Trent, with his trusty AT&T computer,
had things so well planned that all the rest
of us had to do was worry about the
weather. As it turned out, the 30 registered
sailors and R.C. needn't have worried at all.
We had some weather!

Monday morning came with strong
northerly winds and temperatures in the
low 40s. Rubber and wool were in great
demand. The 20-25 MPH winds swirled
around the 200-foot cliff that formed the
north shore and made for a long day’s
racing. Being on the right side at the right
time was critical. Wright Gres from Mai-
tland, Florida pulled a coup-de-gras and
led the lake racers around the course. After
the first race, the beach lunch served by
Gerdi's Gasthaus-German Food was a hint
of things to come. This was going to be no
ordinary nationals. By the end of the first
day the top three were Fred Ferraro of
Dallas, Texas; Steve Acquart of San
Antonio, Texas and Gres.

The welcoming party at the lodge Mon-
day evening had plenty of Michelob
furnished by Lou Moreau of A&B Dis-
tributors. Old friends were getting
reacquainted and new friendships were
formed. Later in the evening, talk turned to
Hobie racing in general and the new Hobie
17. Souvenir posters were passed around
for autographs.

Tuesday dawned sunny but cold and the
wind was taking a rest. Winds of 5-8 mph
were a welcome change after Monday.
Two more races were held and the leaders
proved that they could handle the shifty
winds. The first equipment failure was suf-
fered by loss of forward gear in chase 1.
The evening’s activities included watching
videos of the first two day's races and
trying to eat all of the food served at one of
the local Italian restaurants in McAlester.
The leader after four races was Acquart,
with Dave Horthrop of Brooklyn, Michigan
in second and Ferraro and Gres close
behind.

Wednesday was the day for the light air
sailors. Races were postponed until 12:30
to let the wind build. It refused, so everyone
was towed out to the course. Two long
races were held in the three mph winds.
The coastal racers found out why lake
sailors always look so tired. The last race, a
grueling course 7, was shortened to elimi-
nate the last AC leg. The keg was a
popular place after the boats hit the beach.

Wednesday evening was Cowboy Night
and the Hobie Buckaroos gathered
around the ole Bunk House on the beach.
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Larry Gumienny

For those from the backward part of the
country, hats and bandanas were pro-
vided. Ball's BBQ let us eat until it hurt while
Chuck Justice and Joel Scarborough pro-
vided some great guitar and banjo picking.
A fire was lit after the food was gone and
everyone gathered around for some
Native American Folklore and a hayride.
Just ask someone there how the Possum
lost the hair on his tail. When the R.C. left
about midnight, several racers could still
be seen dancing on the tables.

After a quick patch job, chase 1 was
back on the water Thursday morning. All
three chase boats would be needed
because the wind had returned blowing
20-25 mph out of the north. Fortunately, it
warmed into the mid 70's. Boats were
going over on every leg of the course and
the reaches were not relaxing in the puffy
winds. After two long races, everyone was

glad to see the Kentucky Fried Chicken
with all the trimmings for lunch. The
Michelob and Pepsi were also in big
demand. Chase 1 bit the dust again and
didn't make the call off the beach for the
third race. A substitute was procured and
the ninth race was sailed in building winds.
The spray was really flying on the reaching
legs. After hot showers all around to get
the blood going, most participants went to
the Port & Starboard Inn for dinner and
later to the 1896 Club for some more
Michelob. The leaders after nine races
were Ferraro, Acquart, and Horthrop.
Friday, the winds shifted to the south but
were still blowing 20-25 mph. Fortunately,
the local Hobie dealer showed up with a
22-foot Boston Whaler to replace chase 1.
Two shovels full of dirt were thrown on
good old chase 1 and equipment was
quickly transferred. A half roll of grey tape
later and the Bat Mobile was ready to go.
Three long Course 7s were run with a hot
dog lunch between the second and third
races. Everyone was ready for a little nap
after hitting the beach but this was no time
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for naps. Casino Night was still to come.

Before the fleet could blow-dry their hair,
Ray Trent's computer had spit out the
standings after 12 races. Fred Ferraro had
dominated the competition and held a 14.5
point lead over Steve Acquart. Vel
DeKreek of St. Petersburg, Florida was
only 2.25 points back in third; Kirby Crowe
of Tulsa was in fourth with Horthrop 1.25
points behind in fifth. Ferraro would have
to make a major mistake to lose the cham-
pionship but the rest of the competition
was going at it tooth and nail.

Meanwhile, the chips were being
handed out in the Casino, set up in the
lower level of the hotel. This night, the
competitive gleam in the eye was for a
portion of the several thousand dollars
worth of gear and hardware donated by
SSI. Everything from tell-tales to farmer
johns and Gortex jackets were to be auc-
tioned off to the highest bidder.

The high rollers were winning and losing
fortunes at each hand while others
methodically built up their winnings over
the evening. There seemed to be a definite
correlation between gambling and racing
styles. Finally, the last hand was played
and the auction began. By 11:30, the auc-
tioneer was hoarse and a lot of racers were
broke. The lucky ones needed help carting
off the bounty. A HOTLINE T-shirt went for
$2000 and a jib snorkel went for $11,000 in
funny money won at the tables. The lead-
ers' minds were turning to the last day of
races.

Saturday was the most beautiful day of
the series. We had definitely saved the best
for last. The temperature was in the high
70s and winds for the first race were due
north at 10 mph. With the most frantic
action of the week at the pin end of the
line, the port starters made for an exciting
start. Fred Ferraro won convincingly and
virtually clinched the title. The race commit-
tee had finally relaxed a little too. Doing
yoeman's work at the starting pin and C
mark were Jed (dealer Rick Chalker) and
Jethro (John Curtis) in the Bat Mobile.
Guarding B mark and generally hanging
out were the Blues Brothers Greg (Jake)
Myner and David (Elwood) Winblad. Larry,
Moe, and Curly (Larry Gumienny, Woody
Woodworth, and Boyd Bass) were pulling
duty at A mark. The “starship” was manned
by a dedicated if frenzied crew not the
least of who were Debbie Taylor and Terri
Bruce, who for some reason, always pulled
anchor duty. When Karen Horton joined
the crew, they were known as the “Hobie
Witches.” John Barnett would only answer
to the name “God"” and Mother Earth (Pam
Curtis) manned the base station and tele-
phones from the headquarters at the
lodge. The Boy Wonder (David Bruce) had
to leave on Friday.

The last race was run in 15 mph winds.
Ferraro had what was probably the most
conservative start of his life, just needing to
stay out of trouble. Gres made some good

Dale Beddow

moves and won the last race by 30 sec-
onds. Fred was given a gun when he
crossed in fifth place and the last place
finisher was given two guns as the series
was finished. The celebrations started on
the beach and another in the endless line
of kegs was emptied.

After the buffet-style dinner, the trophies
were awarded. In addition to the oak and
walnut trophy awarded to the top 15, Fer-
raro received a signed print by Indian artist
Billy Rabbit. It was the poster for an Indian
art show held in Oklahoma City this past
summer. In addition to Rabbit's name, all of
the exhibiting artists also signed a print. It
was framed in Oklahoma cedar. The hand
crafted frame and poster trophy should
add to the special atmosphere generated
at this championship. Ferraro led the tradi-
tional flag ceremony performed when a
Texan wins anything. Humming “Taps,” the
Florida flag was lowered from a tiller staff
and to the tune of “The Eyes of Texas,” the
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Larry Gumienny

Texas flag was raised on another. Videos of
the series were shown and goodbyes were
made.

For those of us who had worked so hard
to get the Turbo Nationals in Oklahoma
and put on the best event we could, our
job was done. Our goal, when we started,
was to make sure that those who came
were glad they did, and that those who
didn't would be sorry they missed it. We
feel we accomplished that goal. The series
was fiercely competitive but | think the
Hobie spirit was evident in the fact that only
one hard-to-call protest went to the protest
committee, while every other protest was
cleared out on the course. That has to be
some kind of record for a 14-race series in
the kind of winds we had. | hope someday
we can do another Hobie national champi-
onship in Oklahoma. After all, as the man
said, “I've been to four county fairs and a
goat ropin ‘and | ain't never seen nothin’ like
this!” - -
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The two remaining Absolut Cup events of the year, the Hobie 18 National Champion-
ship in Clearwater, Florida and the Hobie 14 National Championship on Lake Mead,
Nevada were studies in contrast. The Clearwater event was as close as can be and
turned on a wild quirk of sailing rules and mathematics while the Nevada racing was
completely one-sided from the very first race.

Carlton Tucker, until recently thought to be the man who could not win the big one, won
the 14 championship last year, and came roaring into the Hobie 18 championship looking
to extend his new-found luck to the Hobie 18 title as well. Meanwhile, Bob Seaman of Los
Angeles was determined to hold onto the national titie he won last year in San Francisco
Bay; a victory which was overshadowed slightly by Brett Dryland's incredible perfor-
mance during that series. Not only was he determined to keep the crown, but he also
wanted to put a stop to the uncomfortable tendency the sailors from Florida, specifically
Ft. Walton Beach, had developed. They seemed to be winning everything in sight. Kelly
O'Brien of Ft. Walton Beach had won the women's championship. Then Enrique Figueroa,
a native of Puerto Rico, but living in Ft. Walton Beach, had won the men's Hobie 16 crown.
Tucker, the guru of Ft. Walton Beach, had won the 14s last year. Another Florida sailor,
Woodie Cope was the reigning Turbo champion, and now they were going to try to

Although wind was light in
5 the early going at Clearwater,
L things picked up considerably
later in the week. At Lake
Mead (left) the gathered Hobie
\\\\\‘\ 14s spent a great deal of time
RO in drifting conditions.
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extend this streak by taking on Seaman,
the Alters, Alan Egusa and the rest of the
traditionally strong California contingent.

But by the time the four qualifying races
were over and the semi finals under way
with 74 teams, it was becoming obvious
that stopping the Florida roll was not going
to be an easy task. Tucker and his “good
luck” crew of Todd Simmons jumped out to
a significant lead in the semis and looked
like they could just walk away with another
Absolut Cup. Everybody else could just go
home and let Tucker have some fun.

Still, anything could happen. And it did.
Not wanting to let Tucker walk away
unchallenged, and hoping to recapture a
little of the limelight, Hobie Alter Jr. began
to charge by finishing with low points race
after race until, by the time the winds had
changed from light to moderate on Satur-
day, the final day, he was in a position tQ
take the lead. With the fresher winds, all
sailors were primed for a little more excite-
ment than they had enjoyed earlier in the
week when winds were light and puffy.
That's exactly what they got.

On the last day, the beaches around the
race site were packed with people strain-
ing to get a glimpse of the action.
Estimates of the number of people ran as
high as 5,000. Spectators could see the
start/finish line clearly from the shore and
as the screaming and cheering indicated,
excitement ran high. John Aletano, national
sales manager for Carillon Importers, dis-
tributers of Absolut Vodka and Carillon's
Florida Manager Tony DeSesso felt that the
vantage point was the best since Absolut
began sponsoring Hobie racing four years
ago. All those onlookers were now in for
one of the most unusual finishes ever.
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The starts in championship events are
always aggressive. Especially on the last
day when the scores are close. But for Paul
Marner of Scarborough, Florida and
Tucker things got a little too tight. Marner
rammed Tucker, cracking a hole in one of
Tucker's hulls which promptly began to
take on water. Marner started the first of
two 360s, Tucker limped along with Sim-
mons soaking up water with his shirt and
Alter sailed free and clear.

Despite the accident and a hull with a lot
of water in it, Tucker managed to sail to a
13th place finish. Unfortunately for him,
Alter streaked to a first and took over top
spot for the series by 1.75 points.

With the 1.75 point lead, Alter was deter-
mined to play it safe in the final race of the
championship by covering Tucker through-
out the last sailing. He could use the last

race as a throwout, prevent Tucker from
finishing higher than himself and emerge
the champion. This is the sound thing to
do. In most circumstances, that is. One
time when it may not be the sound thing to
do is when the sailor in second place is
planning a protest that could change one
of his scores and that was precisely what
Tucker was planning to do. He felt he was
compromised by boat damage that was
not his fault and therefore was entitled to
redress. He would protest at the end of the
day.

But Alter did not know that. What Alter
knew was that he had to finish no more
than one place behind Tucker to be sure of
winning. Covering was the way to do it.
When the second race of the day and last
of the series started, Alter's strategy was
obvious and he had Tucker completely
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It was a close call all the

way around for Carlton Tucker
and his youthful crew, Todd
Simmons.

covered. Then Tucker made a rare mistake,
a mistake that could have resulted in a
victory. He misread a wind shift, and stuck
himself in a hole. Because he was cover-
ing, Alter was drawn in as well and the two
rivals sat without wind while the rest of the
fleet sailed by. When the wind finally came
back, Tucker managed to get away from
Alter and finish in front of him. Tucker
finished 17th, Alter 19th. Still, since both
results were going to be thrown out by the
skippers anyway, the results of this race
should not have mattered. Alter came into

the beach knowing he had won another in
along series of Hobie championships.

Then the protest committee convened.
Tucker explained his side of the story,
argued that he deserved redress for the
first race of the day and the committee
huddled to argue the merits of Tucker's
protest knowing that the awarding of the
Absolut Cup was in their hands. When the
committee emerged, they awarded Tucker
a ninth place finish in the first race, enough
to thrust him 1.75 points in front of Alter for
the series. “Id rather not have seen it
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happen this way," Tucker was quoted as
saying, “but it's a championship just the
same.”

At the awards ceremony later that night,
special thanks were accorded to Absolut
Vodka, Ron Tucker, John, Orin, Craig, Bur-
rell, and Dave. Thanks were also given to
Richard Karran, Rush Bird, Rick Raditch,
Paul Raditch, Dorian Goldberg and Chuck
Hollweg as well as to the Holiday Inn, host
hotel for the event.

Tucker ended with 26.25 points to Alter's
28. Bob Seaman and crew Don Oltmans
finished third with 31.75 points. Jeff Alter
was fourth with 35 points and Steve Timm
rounded out the top five with 51.75 points.
[Complete results and race by race finishes
can be found in the Race Section.]

If Alter had not covered Tucker, he may
well have finished in one of the top spots
for the race and thrown out another, thus
holding on to the apparent victory, but the
protest and the by-the-book strategy put
an end to Alter's come from behind dream
and the Floridians kept rolling along.

Texan Fred Ferraro managed to wrest
one the Hobie titles away from the Flor-
idians at the Hobie 14 Turbo National
Championship in Oklahoma (See story on
page 38.), but Bob Curry of Tampa, Flor-
ida, the current Hobie 14 World Champion
was to come roaring back later in the
month to completely dominate the com-
petition at Lake Mead and stomp his way
to afirst place finish.

Lake Mead, which sits in the middle of
the Nevada/Arizona desert astride the
Colorado River, has traditionally had a
reputation as a high wind heaven where
sailors who can tough it out through the
stiff breezes come out on top. But when
Hobie sailors arrived for the Absolut Cup
Hobie 14 National Championship at the
end of October, the wind departed.

Defending champion Carlton Tucker,
fresh from his magic act in Clearwater
when he snatched victory from the jaws of
Hobie Alter Jr., felt that he would be hurt by
the lack of strong winds, but as it turned
out, high wind or not, Bob Curry simply
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was not going to let anyone stand in his
way.

Curry demonstrated his intentions in the
first race of the championship series by
charging out to take a first, finishing ahead
of Paul Tobie of Oakland, California in
second; Bob Seaman in third; Bob Wall of
Aigonac, Michigan in fourth and Tucker in
fifth. If anybody had any doubts about that
race, Curry came back in the second and
final race of the day to score another bullet,
this time in front of Chris Veneman of
Newport Beach, California; Stephen
Acquart of San Antonio, Texas; Geoff
Walsh of Beverly Hills, California; and Alex
Kirby of Tampa, Florida. In just two races,
Curry had managed to win over both
halves of the fleet sailing in the round robin
competition.

By the start of racing on Friday, Curry
held a grand total of 3.75 points. He had
won five out of six races and his nearest
opposition was Alex Kirby, also of Tampa,
who held 21 points. Tucker was close
behind Kirby with 21.75, followed by Tobie
with 29. Wayne Schafer was fifth with 30.
Bob Bergstedt of Bayville, New Jersey was
in sixth with 33 points followed by Seaman
with 38 and Keith Christensen of Long
Beach, California with 40. Travis Glover of
Ft. Walton Beach, Florida was in ninth with
42 and rounding out the top ten was Chris
Veneman of Newport Beach, California
with 52. So it seemed that the excitement
was going to have to come from sailors
other than Curry and observers began to
watch the battle for second through tenth
places. Sailors able to finish in the top ten
would earn a spot on Team USA when it
traveled to Puerto Rico for the Absolut Cup
Hobie 14 World Championship on Isla
Verde.

Curry had managed to do what had
now become monotonous on Friday and
ended the day with another win and a
score of 4.5 after seven races. Tucker had
managed to edge out Kirby for second by
ending the day with 23.75 to Kirby's 32.
The personnel of the top ten remained
unchanged although Glover took over
sixth and Bergstedt fell to ninth and Bob
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Seaman traded places with Keith Chris-
tensen by falling to eighth as Christensen
moved to seventh.

On the final day, the big news was that
Curry did not win one of the races and
picked up his biggest total in a single day
of the event: three points. He wound up
with the incredibly low score of 7.5 points
for the regatta, an amazing performance
considering the level of competition pre-
sent at Lake Mead, a performance that
bodes well for his chances in Puerto Rico.
[At press time, results from the Absolut
Cup in Puerto Rico were not available.]
Tucker edged out Kirby for second place
with a total of 35.75 points. Kirby held third
with 37. Schafer 47, Seaman 47.75, Tobie
49, Travis Glover 53, Bergstedt 61, Walsh

82, Christensen 83.

Before Curry collected his trophy;, the
WHCA thanked Beth and Dean Thomas
who helped organize the event; Floyd
White who supplied the committee boat;
Bill Powers on the chase boat; Frank, Ellen,
Dave, Lois, John and Carol who
assembled and worked on chase boats;
David Shearer who worked on the race
committee; Rocco Sacci representing
Absolut Vodka; Lou Hoover of Lake Mead
Resort and a special thanks to Bob
Eustace. p- il

Editor’s Note: The above reports were
assembled with the assistance of Don
Smith Consultants, Rocco Sacci and Will
Thoretz.
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The racing section of the Hobie Hotline consists of regatta news and results as
reported by the fleets. If you would like to see your fleet recognized in this section,
please submit typed, double-spaced articles and black and white glossy photos
only. Return of photo contributions cannot be guaranteed, so please submit
duplicate photos. Send all contributions to Liz Reed, Hobie Class Association,
P.O. Box 1008, Oceanside, California 92054.
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MAJOR EVENTS

MAJOR REGATTAS

December 28-January 1, 1986

August 3-10

COMMODORE
1. Bill Krull
2. Dave Giguere
3. Dan Ketterman
4. Greg Brown
5. Jack Bowerfind
6. Mervin Irvine
7. Frank Andrade
8. Walter Tucker
9. Dennis Teddie
10. Larry Stayner
11. Jim Jordan
12. Pete Loftis
13. Ralph Weir
14. Paul Ulibarr
15. Bill Johnson
16. Ken Dawson
17. Ron Katz
18. John R. Medler
+19.
20. Mike Ettl
21. Mike Arnerich
22. Patrick McMaster
23. Bill Kocsis
24. Wally Myers
25. itosh
26. 1
27. Paul Beddow
28. George Mead
29. Mark Londree
30. Tim Ols
31. Gil Knorr
32. David J. Nelson
+33.
34. Walt Philipson
35. Rick Cumby
36. Norman Ridgely
37. Gary Baker
+38.
39. ick Ho
40. Bob Thie
41. Scott Holl -]
42. Dave Lich
43, Michele Bai
44. Rich Sc
45.
46. rown
47.
48
49.
50. aphammer
51. Coombs
52.
53.
54. Bill Lippincott
SS. Tommy Lea
56. Francine Robb
57. Bob Garland
58. Richard Seleno
59. Louis Greisemer
60. Michael Simpson
61. Mary Nordlander
62, Chris Miller
63. Tom Loeffelho
64. Don Schnorr
65. Mark Schleckser
66. Tom Banks
67. Todd Urban
+68
+69
70. Mark Ederer
71. Lenny Carey
72. Jim Horswill
73. Bill Hiller
+74.
75. Jim Holst
76. Chance Gaston
77. Shann Miller
+78.
79. Bill Hym
80. Jim Cunnin
481
82. Less Bibby
83. teve Faille
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FLEET NO.

167.
168.
+169.
+170.
171.
172.
+173.
+174.
175.
176.
177.
178.
179.
180.
+181.
182.
183
184.
+185.
186.
187.
188.
189.
190.
191.
192.
193.
194.
195.
196.
197.
198.
199.
200.
201.
202.
203.
204.
205
+206.
+207.

COMMODORE

Bob Cargill
Gerald Jenkins

Steve Amador
Brian Price

Steve Dixon

Ed Odgen

Ernie Lucé
Lynn Stone
Gorden Leilson
Les Luby

Tom Baldauf
Gary Francis
Stephen Treadwell

Stanley Pastore
Denis Renaud
Mike McGinnis
Bill Sakovich
Warren Kaplan
Ken Keller

Rod Phipps

Gary Nichols
Pete King

Rick Parsons
Bill Davenport
Sally O'Rourke
Dave Martimer
Michael Adorjan
Barry W. Barnes
Mark wWittrup
Douglas Schmidt
Mich
Mimi Appel

Charlie Cunningham

Drake Barber
Rick Bolduc
Roger Bristol

Bill Holder

Gary Recker

Gary L. Gotsch
David Carter

Lou Nosko

Billy Joe Crider

Stewart M. Walker
Phil Herberer
Thomas S. Zalewski

Scott Rankin
Steven L. Tubbs
Tom Huber

Joe McKeag

Dean Willis

Rich McNeill
Glenn Fontenot

Wwinston Trevarthen
David E. Thoren

Rob Miller

Jim Devine

Doug Keller

Rich Grewohl
David Nigus
Dennis Sollosy
Jane R. Kleindinst
Charles G. Power
Jon Edblom

Gayle Helmer
John Harden
Terry Brown

Pete O'Briant
John W. Sullivan
Tom Neiswonger
Noel Kilner

Vic Chang

Robb Naylor
Samuel Applegate

Candy McCombs-Thomas Grand Island,
Beecher E. Kirkley

Bill Gerblick
Charles A. Benner
Robert Woodward

Ron Rubadeau

Hal Savage
Cam Lawson

Bill Pagels

Tom Burrows
Peter Capotosto

Daniel R. Warner
Stan Muse

Lionel Conacher
Larry Van Tuyl
Lenora Rutledge
Len Chesmore
Scott Brubaker
Ann Galluzzo
Robert L. Ryan
G.J. de Vries

Jim A. Brisbois, Jr.

Dennis Henderson
Carlos Aguilo E.
Vernon Sheppard

LOCATION DIVISION
Bakersfield, CA 2
Rapid City, MI 10
Ann Arbor, MI 10
Ganonogue, Ont. Canada 16
Mt. Gilead, NC 9
Mohnton, PA 11
Hitchcock, TX 6
Fort Walton Beach, FL 15
Hong Kong Inter.
Woodland Hills, CA

Kingshill, St. Croix, USVI 13
whitby, Ont. Canada 16
Milton, VT 12
Norwalk, CT 12
Montreal, Quebec, Canada 12
Tampa, FL 8
CHRB, Saipan, C.M. Guam Inter.
Linwood, NJ 11
Greensboro, NC 9
Ohama, NE 7
Eugene, OR 4
Vallejo, CA 3
R land, WA 4
Rockville, MD 11
Rockport, MA 12
Rapid City, SO 7
Murphysboro, IL i0
Norfolk, VA 9
Pueblo, CO 5
Gladstone, MI 7
Reno, NV 3
Brewerton, NY 16
Clearlake, C 3

Fairfield, CT
Amesbury, MA(LOCATED IN NH ALSO)12
Olivet, MI 10

Vancouver, B.C., 4
Cedar Rapids, IA 7
Maricn, IN 10
Chattanooga, TN 9
Rocky River, OH 10
Marion, KY 10

Richmond, VA 9
Pacific Grove, CA 9
Wausau, WI 7

Mattoon, IL 10
Anchorage, AK 4
Pierre, SD 7
Erie, PA 16
Remsen, NY 16
Gary, ME 12
Beaumont, TX 6
Millville, NJ 11
Jackson, MS 5
Sarnia, Ont., Canada 10
Mayfield, NY 16
Akron, OH 10
Boulder Creek, CA 3
North Little Rock, AR 14
Saskatton, Sask., Canada 4
Grand Island, NY 16
Myrtle Beach, SC 9
Durango, CO 5
Grand Rapids, MN 7
Rondeau Bay, Ont., Canada 10

Union Lake, MI
Nashville, TN

Sandy Hook, NJ
Lawton, OK

Suva, Fiji

Dhahran, Saudi Arabia
Bemidiji, MN

New Albany, IN

Washington,

Arroyo Grande, CA 3
Jensen Beach, FL 8
Victoria, B.C., Canada 4

Kelowna, B.C., Canada 4
Philadelphia, PA 11
Lubboc, TX 14
Newark, DE 11
Florissant, MO 7
Manila, Philippines Inter.
Roseville, MI 10
Birmingham, AL 15
Cambridge, Ont., Canada 16
Ann Arbor, MI 10
Stockton, CA 3
Santa Rosa, CA 3
Birmingham, MI 10
Springfield, OH 10
West Liberty, OH 10
Curacao, Netherlands Inter.
Saginaw, MI 10
Marquette, MI 10
Santo Domingo, Dom., Rep. Inter.
Union Hall, VA 9

+296.

CUSTOMER

Chip Simonsen
Al Balazovic
Dave Chick
George Bargeron
Dale Ryan

Don Capes
Dave Milne
Nick Burden
Robert Flucke

Manfred Dangel
C/Calamari

Alain Saurt

Rene Bos

Bram Lussenburg
Chris Minee

Jan Van Spellen

Jan Wijker.

Guy Pasquier

Sigurd Maxwell

M. Harrin
Jean-Pierre Foucauld
Marc Gautier
Christian Gimet
Helmut Jackobowitz
Martin Schuitema

R. Schubert

H. Angerhausen

Rl Ollig

Claude LeRoux

Guy Delmas

Frank Buchholz
Colin White

Joseph Perrissaquet
Rinus Van di Haak
Osten Nilsson

H. Dekorsi

Pierre Molia

Walter Steiner
Erik Nienstaedt
Dario Soresina

Bino Bani

Fred Paasch

Peter Jannack
Friedrich hiebel
Erich Minarik

Rudd Visser

Serge LeCouteur
Jean-Marc Niedergang
M. Chincholle
Werner Wittwer

Don Findl
Bram Van

Denis Auckenthaler
Mario Businco

vier Kief
Donald Aubin
Klaus Weg

er

K.
Michael Schwindt

N. Steeling
zorges Daniele

Christoph
Maurizio Juris
Armando Fabbri

las Lumley

LOCATION

Yankton, SD

Traverse City, MI
Bathurst, N.B., Canada
Savannah, GA
Rochester, NY

Emporia, KS

Ottawa, Ont. Canada
Fredericton, N.B., Canada
Westerville, OH

Muchich, Germany

Rome, Italy

St. Malo, France
Zandvoort, Holland
Rotterdam, Holland
Katwijk, Holland

Den Haag, Holland
Egmond, Holland

Toulon, France

Thonex, Switzerland
Nantes, France

Hyeres, France

Le Havre, France

Noumea

Vienna, Austria

Ja Wassenaar, Holland
Hamburg, Germany
Bremen, Germany

Koln, Germany

Saint Mihel, Prance

St. Medard/Jalles, France
Zurich, Switzerland
Plymouth, England

Ban Saint Martin, France
Noordwijk, Holland
Hollviksnas, Sweden
Rastatt, Germany
Bayonne, France

St. Gallen, Switzerland
Charlottenlung, Denmark
Milan, Italy

Pisa, Italy

Middelfart, Denmark
Hamburg, Germany
Vienna, Austria

Graz, Austria

Zandvport Nord, Holland
Cap d' Adge, Prance
Montpellier, Prance

La Rochelle, France
Denges, Switzerland
Stafford, England
'S-Gravezande, Holland
La Na Poule, France
Cagliari, Sardinia
Phodos, Greece

Ajaccio, Corsica
Minich, Germany

Koln, Germany

Velbert, Germany
Bochum, Germany
Hunstetten-Wallrabensten
Germa

Holland
, France
Toulouse, France
Erlanger, Germany
Franc
, Italy
italy
ck, Germany
n, Ge

m

Hamburg,
)slo 11,

Toledo, OH
Shreveport, LA
Lagos, Nigeria
Lynn, MA
Angola, NY

DIVISION

7
10
12

9
16

7
16
12
10

Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe

Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe

Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe

Boroko, Papua, New Guinea Inter.
Humble, TX 6
Dubai, United Arab Emirates Inter
Jeddah, auydi Arabia Inter.
11
Tali Beach, Philippines Inter.
Hatfield, PA 11
Amherst, N.S., Canada 12

Peoria, IL

Calafell,
Vilafortu

rt Pollensa,
Puebla Farnals,

Spain
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FLEET NEWS //SREPORTED BY THE FLEETS

DIVISION 2

First Annual Newport
Landing Regatta

Division 2

Newport Beach, California
October 26-27, 1985

The new Hobie 17 made its
class racing debut at the First
Annual Newport Landing
Regatta, sponsored by the
Newport Landing Restaurant
in Newport Beach, California

“The sailors really loved the
new 17," said Fletcher Olsen of

Hobie Newport of the skip-
pers' reactions at the October
26-27 event. “Since the surf
was too high, we couldn't have
any demo rides, but the sailor
who won the 17 class let a
couple of others try the boat
and they were really
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impressed.”

Steve Leo was the sailor
who won the first class regatta
forthe 17s, and he did it in
convincing fashion, gathering
a paltry three points from the
weekendss five races

A total of 28 boats sailed in
the regatta with the Hobie 16
A, B and C fleets; Hobie 18 A
and B and Hobie 17 fleets
represented.

Breezes were light to mod
erate on Saturday and high
surf caused some launching
and landing complications
but organizers got off three
races. Sunday saw lighter
breezes which delayed the
start of action, but by 3:00
p.m., winds of 12 to 15 knots
blew through and allowed for
two more races to bring the
regatta total to five

Behind Leo in the Hobie 17
class was one of the boat's
chief designers, John Wake of
Hobie Cat. He was followed in
third by Mel Wills lll and in
fourth by Dean Wickstrom.

Other winners included
Craig Wright in the Hobie 18 A
Fleet, Heather Manclark in the
Hobie 18 B Fleet, Dan Ketter-
man in the Hobie 16 A Fleet
Herb Hall in the Hobie 16 B
Fleet and Craig Herman in the
Hobie 16 C Fleet.



FLEET NEWS

DIVISION 11

7th Annual New Jersey State
Hobie Cat Championships
Fleet 250, Division 11
September 21-22, 1985
Sandy Hook Bay, New
Jersey

By: Wolfgang Kornwebel

Sandy Hook Hobie Fleet 250
had the pleasure of hosting the
7th Annual New Jersey State
Hobie Cat Championships for
the third year in a row on Sep-
tember 21 and 22, 1985. A total
of seven races (with one throw
out) were held off Atlantic High-
lands in Sandy Hook Bay.

Having just returned from a
week of top level competition at
the 1985 National Champion-
ships in Traverse City, Michigan
together with a large con-
tingency of fellow Division 11
sailors, we were psyched to put
on a great regatta. We had
storybook weather the entire
week before and Saturday
morning dawned with more of
the same. There was only one
problem, the huge high pres-
sure system putting “the
squeeze” on a large part of the
northeast was moving at what
seemed like a snail's pace
(turns out we didn't miss Hur-
ricane Gloria by much). By
11:00 a.m. there was enough
wind to send the 85 teams off
the beach. The winds were
light and variable, mostly West/
Northwest around 8 knots for
the rest of the day, allowing
only three races to be com-
pleted for all classes.

Saturday night partying
began relatively early with
plenty of beer, wine and soda
accompanying a steak dinner
complete with all the trimmings.
A local favorite, "Speed Limit,"
provided plenty of live Rock-N-
Roll with dancing on the beach
far into the night. Some of the
more hearty partiers were seen
wearing their life jackets as a
precaution in case they ven-
tured too close to the high tide
mark.

Sunday morning greeted the
sleepy racers and late partiers
with steady winds of 10-12
knots out of the southeast. We
were anxious to get down to
business, and after a brief skip-
pers meeting, sent the boats off
the beach with hulls flying. The
wind held all day and was
enough for several flips as well
as an occasional dismasting.
It's amazing what some of us
sailors are willing to do for a
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little attention when the camera
crew is taking pictures. Race
coverage was good in the local
papers and Fleet 250 hired a
video crew to produce a 15
minute video which will be
used by the State of New
Jersey (our major sponsor
together with Hobie Cat) to pro-
mote tourism and Hobie
Catting on the Jersey Shore.

Conditions allowed the com-
pletion of four races back to
back, somewhat strenuous, but
we wanted to make up for the
previous day’s variable condi-
tions. Allin all, the regatta was
a giant success, particularly for
Fleet 250, as local members
took top honors in 16B, 16C, 14
and 14 Turbo classes. A large
part of the overall success of a
regatta is a function of its spon-
sors and we couldn't have
done it without ours. In particu-
lar, Fleet 250 would like to
thank the State of New Jersey,
Hobie Cat and Mr. Drew Patey
as well as all of our local spon-
sors for their generous
contributions. A special word
of thanks also goes to all Fleet
250 members who helped
make for a successful New
Jersey State Hobie Cat Cham-
pionship in 1985.

Wild Winds End Wildwood
Crest Classic

Fleet 443, Division 11
Wildwood Crest, New
Jersey

September 7-8, 1985
By: Rob Wagner

“Forget the marks. Get to the
boats and the people,” | heard
Doug Ackrod say over the
radio. Doug's voice was absent
from the radio for much of the
day. Now that things were hap-
pening fast, our fleet
commodore took the responsi-
bility of directing all efforts from
his vantage point on the com-
mittee boat. It was hard to
believe that only 15 minutes

earlier John Colhower had radi-

oed that we were abandoning
the sixth race because of a
front that was just appearing
over the western horizon.

Morey's Pier and Mariner’s
Landing Amusement Centers
(the regatta's major sponsor)
had opened all their rides to all
participants the previous Satur-
day night. Even their wildest
ride would seem mild to what
Mother Nature would offer in
the next hour and a half. Within
minutes the wind changed
from a calm 15 knots from the
southeast to 40 knot sustained
gusts. The wind exploded from
shore outward. We barely had
time to dismantle the sailboard
Bayview Marina had donated
for the raffle. We had it set up
as a display to spark interest.

Most of the “C" and Novice
fleets had reached the beach
by the time we reached the
water's edge to lend a hand.
Boats that were on the water
fell like dominoes. The two

chase boats, piloted and
owned by Jim Morey and
Bruce DeFuria were fast in
lending assistance to the over-
turned boats. At one time there
were 11 boats over
simultaneously.

“We've got Bob's boat over
here with no one on it!" radioed
Bruce. "Say that again. Where
are the people?" radioed Doug.
“We don't see anyone and the
life vests are still on board,”
answered Bruce. “Committee
boat to beach, have you seen
Barry Gehring?" asked Doug.
“No!" | replied, with a sick feel-
ing growing in my stomach. "I
want you to find those people
and | want a head count of
everybody that was out here!"
Doug insisted.

The head count was con-
ducted by Doug’s wife, Cathy,
which was no minor task. Soon
everyone was accounted for
including the people who had
borrowed Bob Edward's boat.
The story is that Barry had
sailed into shore where the
boat blew over. Because of the
violent weather the Wildwood
Crest Beach Patrol wouldn't
allow Barry and his crew to
make an attempt to right the
boat; a wise decision. The wind
blew the boat out into deep
water in no time.

“Leave my boat | don't want
anyone to get hurt," radioed
Bob from the committee boat.
Bob should have known he
was probably wasting his
words. Adrienne DeFuria, her
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sister inlaw (Sarah) and Alden
Huff jumped from the chase
boat, righted the boat and
sailed it safely to shore. Our
fleet has only 15 members, but
it is probably better to say there
are 15 close friends in our fleet.
Good friendship blocks some
good judgement.

Lightning was now starting
to flash all around us. It was a
job getting people to abandon
their boats and clear the
beach. Everyone was quick to
respond, however, once they
were reminded of the danger.
This year two people were
killed by lightning on this very
beach. The danger was only
too real.

After everything had calmed
down, we took stock of every-
one and everything. The final
toll was only minor scratches
and bruises. There was no
major damage to boats and no
loss of equipment. People were
in good spirits but cold and
tired. Cathy held the raffle while
waiting for the race committee
to return with the fifth and last
race results. The radio was too
busy to communicate results as
the committee boat was head-
ing for her mooring.

Thanks to Jack Higgins' soft-
ware (“Breaking the Pencil
Habit,” Nov/Dec '84 HOTLINE)
and an Apple computer, we
had the regatta results within
20 minutes after the arrival of
the race committee. We
thanked the participants and
our sponsors. We presented
trophies five deep in “B" and
“C" fleets, two deep in the 14
Turbos and Novice fleets and
one to our lone 18.

This was the first full-sized
regatta our fleet has ever held.
It can't be said that it was
uneventful until the storm, how-
ever. We had the usual things
go wrong. A fleet member
couldn't make it because of an
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injury. A last minute repair had
to be made on one of the
chase boats. The committee
boat cancelled on the first day.
The American Legion suddenly
appeared in the parking lot to
hold drum and bugle practice
during registration. The first
day had light and shifty winds
and biting flies. A tug anchored
a barge on the rhumb line to A
mark after the start. A school of
dolphins went through the start
line. They were over early, how-
ever and refused to heed our
hails to restart. You know, the
usual stuff.

We want to thank all our
sponsors and the people that
believed in our idea of holding
a"B"and “C" championship to
encourage novices and up-
and-coming sailors to keep the
fun times rolling. Thanks to
Barry Gehring and John Bietel
for supplying the committee
boats, WaWa Food Markets,
Bayview Marina and the City of
Wildwood. Thank you George
Schmidbauer (Division 11
Chairman) for those words of
encouragement. Wally Myers
and Lynn Pearson of Fleet 24,
thanks for your invaluable
advice and assistance. Last
and certainly not least, Jack
and Will Morey.

A special thanks to all the
Wildwood Crest beach patrol
and the U.S. Coast Guard who
hovered around us like guard-
ian angels during the
excitement.

DIVISION 12

Newport 85

Fleet 28, Division 12
Newport, Rhode Island
By: Steve Ruel

Scenic Newport, Rhode
Island, location of the America’s
Cup races for the past century,
maxi boat races in 1985 and
numerous one-design and off-
shore races through the years
has now been introduced to
Hobie Cat sailing. A regatta
that truly represented what
Hobie Cat sailing really is: fleet
and dealer participation, racing
to improve sailing skills,
socializing and a strong com-
mitment to having fun.

Held in Newport at Ft.
Adams State Park, the site pro-
vided unifying and unique
challenges to the host fleet,
Fleet 28 which was
spearheaded by the efforts of
Bob and Cathy Child, the local
Fleet 448 and the new Hobie
dealer, Ensign Marine Spe-
cialties of Mattapoisett,
Massachusetts. The excite-
ment created by a guest
appearance of Hobie Alter Jr.
brought the local fleets
together to enjoy the weekend.
By 8:30 a.m. on a Saturday, 50
boats were rigged and ready to
go. By the 10:30 skippers meet-
ing, some 70 boats and 140
competitors had arrived. Every-
one was ready for the drawing
to see who Hobie would be
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sailing with for the day. The first
to luck out was Ellen Franklin, a
“C" fleet sailor from
Mattapoisett.

Classes racing included 18A,
Magnums, 18B, 16A, 16B, and
16C. The weather was picture
perfect. Southeast breezes of
10-15 knots which allowed a
course in a perfect triangle in
sheltered waters near Jam-
estown less than one mile west
of Newport’s harbor and south
of the impressive Newport
bridge, made for good sailing.
C mark was placed just under
the bridge, creating a spec-
tacular view for competitors
approaching the mark. The first
race saw light winds, of 10-12
knots with A fleet sailing a
Course 4 and B and C fleets
sailing a Course 2. Selecting
these courses prompted the
classes to finish closely. With
the exception of an 18B team,
that is. Rick McNall and Rich-
ard Hart ate up the short
course and continued to do so
the entire day. In 16C fleet, the
team of Franklin and Alter
finished in first. Needless to say,
Ellen Franklin was extremely
excited.

In the second race, Hobie
raced with George Chin, also
from Mattapoisett on an 18
Magnum. A fleet was given a
Course 7 and B and C fleets
were given a Course 4. Wind
speed increased to 15 knots
which lead to single trapezing
with smooth conditions.
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George was ecstatic on his
Magnum. He won the second
race. The race committee didn't
know who was more excited,
George or Hobie, as the team
crossed the finish line.

After two races were run, the
race committee called a lunch
break on the nearby beach in
Jamestown, catered by Fuzzy's
Sub Shop. After racing a
Course 4 and a Course 7, the
break was welcome and lunch
was consumed readily. Sev-
enty Hobies spread out across
the beach, as always, provided
many oohs and ahs from the
town spectators and tourists.

After the hour break, the
competitors took to the waters
for more racing. Winds were

still holding S-SE at 10-15 but

the tide had shifted which cre-

ated the need for additional

tactics. In two additional races
Hobie raced with Brian Franco
in 16A, the Commodore of Fleet
448 from Rhode Island. He also
raced with Bob Gamache from

Fleet 448 in 16B fleet. Franco
won his race, but Hobie failed
to extend the good luck to

Gamache as the team came in

second by four boat lengths.
The final two races saw some

aggressive starts by 16A which
resulted in general recalls both

times. The wind began to

diminish in the fourth race but
with the tide running favorably

on the final leg, everyone had
finished by 6:00 p.m. and
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DANGER

Extreme caution must be
observed when
launching and sailing
near overhead wires. A
mast near a wire could
be fatal!
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headed to the beach at Ft.
Adams for showers and dinner
at 8:00.

It was a beautiful sight
seeing 70 Hobies with their col-
ors flying gracefully cruising
through the mooring area of
the Ida Lewis Yacht Club. A
sure sunset treat for the spec-
tators on the park bluffs and
the tourists on the harbor tour
boats.

Dinner was served buffet
style at the Mule Barn facilities
nearby. It was a perfect setting,
on the beach, a moonlit night
and plenty of food and drink for
all. Following dinner, award
presentations were made for
the only day of racing. Each
competitor received his award
and pictures were taken with
Hobie. Bonus awards of Hobie
Sunglasses were given to the
last place sailors for their
efforts.

Top three finishers in each
fleet were:
18A
1. Paul Coccari
2. Gary Bill
3. Gerard Blom
188
1. Rick McNall
2. Don Armour
3. Mike Tortolani
18 Magnum
1. Geroge Chin
2. Matt Rosenberg
3. Jeff Walker
16A
1. Robert Najar
2. Brian Franco
3. Jose Venegas
168
1. Kirk Paulsen
2. Peter O'Donnell
3. Bob Gamache
16C
1. Bill Kincheloe
2. Ellen Franklin
3. Mike Riccardi

After good conversation and
socializing with full tummies
and tired bodies, groups
headed for the hotels and
social scenes of the Newport
waterfront.

On Sunday, a clinic was held
inside the Mule Barn from 10:00
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. This worked
out well, because over night a
front had moved in and
brought rain. Perfect planning.
Hobie lent his knowledge and
personality to provide instruc-
tion and entertainment for all.
Hobie, that was a good idea
using the Hotstick as a squirt
gun! Despite the rain, Steve
Latham from Log Ponds
Hobies, rigged his boat for
instruction. On occasion, the

rain dissipated, allowing Hobie
to enlighten eager competitors
with his knowledge so they
could improve their skills. The
clinic ended with much cheer
and thanks to Hobie for the
effort and time he lent to his
fellow Hobie sailors.

The uniqueness of the New-
port Regatta was that it was a
good sized event run solely on
the desire and commitment of
Hobie Cat sailors and support
groups. A sponsor was not
secured by the event, not by
choice, but by fate.

It is encouraging to see such
a successful event run by think-
ing positively and just making it
happen. Recently sponsors
have approached Fleet 28 for
next year's event which will
make this even better for all.
Fleet 28 and Ensign Marine
Specialties wish to thank Hobie
Cat, Hobie Alter Jr. and Fleet
448 for their tremendous sup-
port in making Newport'85 a
happening. We look forward to
next year.

DIVISION 14

Oklahoma State
Championships

Fleet 25, Division 14

Lake Keystone, Oklahoma
September 7-8, 1985

By: Monica Hess

Friday night, September 6,
Fleet 25 gathered at Hobie
Point with tents set, a canopy
placed and beer iced down.
Tables were put in place, and at
6:00 p.m. registration was
open.

September 7-8, Fleet 25 pre-
sented the Oklahoma State
Championships on Lake Key-
stone. A turnout of 48 boats
and people from a four state
area made our regatta a suc-
cessful one. Saturday morning
the course was set, with a skip-
pers meeting at 11:30. Boats
were rigged and tuned for the
15-20 knot winds and the races
began with a 12:30 white flag.
Excellent winds had teams
double trapping on windward
legs and screaming for “B”
mark. A front moved in after
the first race with lightning and
high winds. A postponement of
about two hours gave sailors a
break for some lunch and
brew. The high winds took out
the canopy and sudden rain
blew across the point. After the
storm the race committee tried
to start another race. The com-
mittee boat was anchored and




Hobies made their way out to
the starting line. Lightning was
spotted, and an abandon
course flag was flown. There
were a few of us who decided
to take advantage of the high
winds. Trapped out to hold our
16 down with the traveller a few
feet out and sheeting in tight,
there is no explaining the feel-
ing of a Hobie reaching its
maximum speed across the
lake. We were flying! With roll
tacks and fast jibes we could
sail to our fullest and the adren-
aline was flowing! Spray was
blowing over the leeward bow.
We were working the jib to
keep upright. We noticed the
rain coming down the lake and
decided we had better head
for shore. After hitting the
beach some said they had
never seen a Hobie fly before.
What a blast!

The rains came but were
soon over. Between raindrops
an all-American meal of hot
dogs, chips and beans was
served. The generator was
then pulled out for some OSU
football on T.V. Some of the
non-football fans decided there
was a need for some excite-
ment. So after dark, an attack
was planned. Waiting for the
right moment we loaded up
and awaited the signal. War
hoops were heard and marsh-
mellows flew. Catching
everyone off guard, the war-
riors moved onto the OKC
camp and another attack. Then
the pranks started in earnest.
Ron McDowell didn't seem to
care for his second story cot on
top of the porta-john. Soon
things started to calm down
and we decided a hot shower
would help ease the bones.
Needless to say, our tent was
moved to the low rent district
between the johns and chris-
tened with toilet paper. And
fellow fleet members wonder
why we don't camp more often!

Sunday morning finally came
with clear skies. Winds of 15-18
had us double trapping again.
The race committee decided
on an early start to get in four
races so the white flag was set
for 9:10 a.m. The races were
exciting with screaming
reaches and close hauled
drives for "A." A few 18 novice
sailors thought being at “C"
was a slow mark until the 16A
fleet came blowing in directly at
them. Places could be lost or
gained in just a matter of sec-
onds. This really held true at
the finish line. With the speed

Courtesy Don Smith Consultants, Inc

and accuracy of the computer,
results were ready within an
hour and trophies were pre-
sented. The overall travelling
trophy for the fleet with the
most placers was presented to
Fleet 25. Fleet 131, OKC taking
second, and the Norman fleet
taking third. Placers for the
classes from Fleet 25 were:
18A: Bill Twyman/Mike
Schuman, third place
16A: Fred/Monica Hess, first
place
16A: Boyd Bass, third place
16A: Ken/Donna Mcintosh, fifth
place
18 Novice: Mike/Janet Trout-
man, first place
18 Novice: Norm/Jane Van-
Sickle, second place
18 Novice: Terry Cedar, third
place
18 Novice: Norm Cole, fourth
place
14T. Paul Cedar, first place
14T: Ron McDowell, second
place
14T: Allen Bates, third place
14T: Ota Rhia, fourth place

After the presentations,
boats were loaded and the
clean-up crew did their duty.
We had a lot of compliments on
our regatta and the fleet for
doing such a great job. We had
fun and it was a terrific
weekend.

| would like to give a special

Join a Fleet

Thought about joining up with fellow Hobie
sailors in your area? Send us this coupon
and wel'l let you know where your closest
fleet is located.

] I would like information on how to
contact the fleet closest to me, which,
according to the Fleet Directory listing in
the HOTLINE, isfleet# .

]l cant find a fleet that is located near me,
therefore send me information on how to
start a fleet.

Name

Address _

City ; State____ Zip

Send to: The Hobie Class Association
Attn: Liz Reed
PO. Box 1008
Oceanside, CA 92054
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FLEET NEWS

thanks to the race committee of
Rick Holmes, Kevin Meehan
and Don and Gail Pratt for
doing such a fantastic job and
to Bill Henry for the speedy
computer scoring and results.
Thanks to Ken Mclntosh for the
excellent hand made trophies
and Mike and Janet Troutman
for the preparation and serving
of the meals with Norm Van-

Sickle at the grill. Thank yous
also go to Pat Noon and Rachel
Cottier for helping with the regi-
stration and keeping the beer
cold and Fred Hess and Kevin
Meehan, our fearless leaders,
for organizing the regatta.
Thanks a bunch to our spon-
sors, Tulsa Sailcraft, Pepsi and
Michelob. We really appreci-
ated their support

idington,
tague, Mike
Davison, Dee

Dear Absolut Cup Hobie 16
National Participant:

Well, what can | say, the
results you previously
received were wrong. We're
sorry about that and hope
you will forgive our error.

Printed below you will find
a complete first to 95th copy

HOMETOWN |
Puerto Rico 2

1

2. 3/4

3. 3/4

4. Alter, Hobie, Jr. California 2
Poteat, Hannah

L= Eddington, Texas 4

=S

California
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4 (12)
1 (13)
(52)
1 { )
)
6 38
(29) 25
(
(51)
3 31 (42)
3 34 2 (40)
3 38 24 (43)
(39)
TIONALS
+ MICHIGAN
 10-14, 1985
2 3 5 6
3/4 2 2 /4 6
7 2 3/4 2 3/4
2 4 3/4 12 4
3 3 7 3/4 16
? 5 4 15 9
10 4 27 3 5
19 1 4 10 0
5 0 9 13 31
10 4 3 18 8
19 0 12 47
14 4 s 8
15 3 8 24
18 19 8 7 17

of the correct results, includ-
ing all the races and the total
points. It was a pleasure
seeing you again and we
look forward to next year's
Hobie 16 Nationals.
Sincerely,

(signed)

Sandy Banks

Executive Director

TOTAL
7 8

3 29 16 %
S 8 18 %
19 2 25
3/4 s 32 i
2 5 59
45 3 0
13 8 65

4 33 8

8 ) 80
15 25 82
12 14 84
43 10 88



REGATTA RESULTS

4 33 25 36 12 89 3/4
15 3 28 38 32 91
8 3/4 7 10 11 31 39 91 3/4
6 2 32 15 11 19 97
27 2 € 5 4 24 32 45 1
4 2 11 7 45 37 31 1
9 : 44 35 3/4 3/4
) 7 19 30
S € 24 8 : 22 7 18 108
2 28 € 3 3 4 15
22 2 2 13 35 112
€ 7 4 3 6 12 41 21 114
6 32 17 2 33 2 22 - 118
22 28 7 4 43 6 44 123
8 12 7 36 5 42 20 34 132
22 ¢ : 38 39 7 133
7 36 5 29 3 46 23 137
14 17 26 44 14 13 27 138
28 9 29 g 19 48 23 143
2 33 25 10 40 4 22 147
i9 12 13 23 23 39 24 36 150
2 3/4 ? 34 1) ' 151 3/4
3 1 23 34 5 30 16 24 152
) 41 22 24 30 34 28 6 153
40 ¢ 23 18 0 8 23 26 10 15
41. 1 33 20 42 9 33 14 20 154
42. 2 10 10 3¢ 21 18 40 55
43. 20 33 2 22 33 5 156
44. Howie, David/:¢ . 28 12 4 2 46 42 164
45, t 3 8 2 27 47 41 170
46. ablon, £ 2 39 34 13 17 1 34 46 175
47. Kulkoski, Dan 7 S 3 22 4 38 178
Custrara, Toni X
48. Delave, Dan alifornia 43 20 2 21 47 42 37 212
Williams, Kim
49. Kornwebel, Wolf 25 32 31 3 21 92
Kasley, Cathi
50. Grosskopf, J 19 ) 31 3 92
53, Holmes, Sheila : 26 23 2 28
Fritzenmeir, Cindy
Roybal, chael/Ogawa, Ke r lorad 2 18 27 3 26 98
55. Wilson, Butch/Wilsc Texa 0 23 36 2 23 98
, Harry 40 11 3 2 4
Puerto Ric 2 i 1 19 34 107
. North Car na 2 4 48 1€ 34 113
Ayscue,
67. Laue, Peter New 4 26 22 3 13 116
Bolo
Tyler e, Mike nia 32 34 16 4 3 117
4C 22 28 39 127
9 48 0 24 27 12
26 41 39 28
77. Brewer, Dennis 34 41 42 27 30 132
Brewer, Jo
78. Warner, Daniel/ Michigan 33 46 45 13 45 136
Rusnack, Jim
79. Allen, Greg/Mees, Joanne *higan 38 35 39 29 137
80. Riedle, Jeff sot 25 7 40 42 138
S sac, Chri
81. Baidas, Robert 33 27 43 7 139
82. Goodman, Rusty/Erzal, Bill Texas 32 44 48 29 142
83. Louisiana 42 42 27 43 143
84. kir + RO 49 40 i 17
85. 2 John/B + Helen 4l 46
86. 3 40
87. Michigan 46 s2 46 48 145
88. 3 40 36 43 146
89. Texas 21 44 8 4 47
00 I8 29 39 41 47 147
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3 $ 3/4 19 28 )
3/4 3 € 3 4 56 4
23 33 29 2¢ [
- ] 36 16 12
5 3 6 1 3
11 i 2 34 24
2 3¢ 28 2 1
i 8 3 3 29 136
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Learn The
Racing Rules
On Video!

/ LEARN THE s | Now for the first time the yacht racing rules |
/N THE S RAM . are explained on videotape! Learn The Racing
LE G BU Part 11: Rules At Marks | Rules is a two-part set narrated by top sailor
RACIN — \nd Obstrmetions  § David Dellenbaugh and produced by SEA-TV,
: The oy RU1ES the country’s No. 1 sailing-video company.
AT : Each 50-minute part uses live sailing demon-

strations and animation of boat models to
explain the major right-of-way rules and
definitions. Over 100 specific rule situations
are examined for racing sailors from beginner
to advanced.

_ “Learn The Racing Rules PART I: The Basic Right of Way Rules
Y is by far the clearest, most logical PART II: Rules at Marks and Obstructions |
explanation of the racing rules available Tl O Mike & chick o siariey bhdes pay-

in any media.” —SAILOR Magazine  able to Learn The Racing Rules and mail it to
P.O. Box 56, Darien, CT 06820. MC and

“y : VISA orders call toll free 800/824-7888
I've learned more by watching these (Operator 33). The tapes sell for $49.95 each or

tapes once than by reading many books of $89.95 for both parts. Add $3 for handling ;
rules for years.” —A Satisfied Customer and specify VHS or Beta.

BOUNTY HUNTERS WANTED | | | Fe i e s

To provide information leading to the elimination
of low power lines in all sailing and launching
areas.

HEWAHI] Bounty hunters will receive a special Hobie goodie
in return for taking these three steps:
1. Scout your sailing areas for low power lines.
2. If you see low power lines, write to the power

KOOL-RAK designed to hold the popular PLAYMATE and LITTLE PLAYMATE
beverage coolers by IGLOO

* Fits Hobie 16 418 * All stainless steel

* Mounts low on center line mounting hardware

LA AL R

company who owns the lines, explain the haz- * Easy to use push button « Rubber insulators, no
% 4 lock with swing down top metal to metal contact

ards to sailors presented hy those lines and » Black vinyl coated for corrosion protection * Easy on and off

ask the company what they plan to do to bl

& Your IGLOO cooler is rugged high
impact plastic. A tough hide that
won't chip, rust or corrode.

3 year guarantee.

eliminate the hazard.
3. Send a copy of the letter to Hobie Cat, and
when you get a response, send a copy of that
to Hobie as well.
In return, Hobie Cat will send a Hobie goodie to you

and will take up the issue with the power company KOOL-RAK complete with (Circie one) red blue yellow ~  ~~ 77~
to support you in your hunt for outlaw lines. Lo b s di il « B
This program has met with good success over the L TTTLE PLAYIATE ot ke § aaa L oy e, polom e [ Wi
years. BY working together, we can make the LITTLE KOOLMAK OBIY - - iinciinnsanns srovnssnnnssissnnssmasgnn . O s29.95
waters safer fo al sailors. o el e e -
Send copies of letters to: CardNG Eiilia
Hobie Cat Bounty Program o )
P.U. BOX 1008 NN saiinisonan i
Oceanside, CA 92054 Address;. »
CRY oo wansn RsRaws 4 State . . Zip
CAT—RAK DESIGNS
BEE“ME A BUUNW H”N‘I-EH —] 19632 Sequoia St., Cerritos, CA 90701 (213)865-6871
R
—
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THICK,FOAM
PADDED SHOULDER
STRARS FOR.
COMFORTABLE
T

QUR SOFT;
PLIABLE, 8 0z.
COATED NYLON
PACK CLOTH
HARNESSES
COME IN COLORS
THAT COORDINATE
WITH MOST

SAIL PLANS.

TRAPEZE SEATS OF SUPERIOR
DESIGN, EXCELLENT QUALITY, AND
A SPLASH OF COLOR!

THE BACK OF THE /2 HARNESS CURVES UP HIGH TO
PICK (P THE WEIGHT IN THE SMALL OF THE BACK AND
AVOID THE “BELT ONLY " FEEL OF OTHER HARNESSES.

THICKER PACDING
THAN ANY OTHER.
HARNESS oN THE
MARKET: 3/3°
CLOSED CELL FOAM
PADDING, PLUS
FOAM BACKED
LINING MATERIAL!
FASTEX 3IDE
%fg zgf gf;;zg RELEASE BUCKLES SUPERIOR
gl ALLON QUICK ENTRAMICE. LOAD DISTRI-
- Of\ 400 £X17 o THE SEAT BUTIGN THROUGH
W8 V0 NEED 70 WoRRY ABVUT STRAP PLACEMENT:
NO AWKWARD AND = £/ CRO SLIPOING/ THE WAIST STRAP/S A
UNCOMFORTABLE LITTLE ABOVE WAISTLEVEL
LEG STRAPS AS IN 70 SUPPORT THE SMAULOF
CROTCHLES? THE BACK . THE LOWER STRAP
HARNESSES ! RUNS ALN G THE BETTOM 70
& Al MOVE THE LOAD 70 THE LOWER
S A 55 HIPS— THEN FASSES THRoUGH
W OEE FOR YOURSELF ! THE BUCKLE TO JOIN THEWALST
57?P WHERE THEY EQUALIZE
THE LOAD 70 SUIT™ SOUR HIAED
HARNESSES IN LIVING COLOR. ! AT RISITION!
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¥ R
7 -
4
» y
4
4
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What's In A Sailboar

There are two types of sailboard hull
materials. One type is made with “ther-

moplastic” resinsand the other with fmm""::‘
“thermoset” resins. o
; ; ; require less labor time,

Thermoplastic resins are those plastics but more preparation and
_that can be recycled or (eused by grind- tooling before the hoards
ing, heating and remolding. These are are manufactured. The
used in everyday life in the form of plastic worker below Is “icing”
bottles that hold everything from house- the board. Frome iy oo

hold bleach to perfume, plus many other
uses. Thermoplastic sailboards are made
by blowmolding or rotomolding polyethyl-
ene resins or by vacuum forming ABS,
ASA or polycarbonate resins.

Thermoset resins are those plastics that
cannot be remolded once they have been
“set.” They are usually made with a “two
component” process where one compo-
nent causes the other to make a drastic
chemical and physical change in its struc-
ture. The most common example of
thermosets would be the two component
glues or adhesives available at the local
hardware shop. Once the liquid or semi-
liquid components are mixed together and
allowed to stand they will forever hold that
shape and cannot be reused for their
intended purpose again.

Thermosets are the object of this brief
look into sailboard manufacturing tech-
niques. Within this broad range several
materials and techniques are used:

1. “Custom” boards are those that are hand
laminated over pre-shaped cores.

2. “Pop Outs” are boards that are hand laid
up in molds then foam filled.

3. “Hollow Sandwich” boards are those that
are hand laid up in molds using a thin
sandwich of resin/glass —core —resin/glass.
4. “Compression” formed boards are those
that are machine molded over pre-shaped
cores.

Custom

Custom boards are the “tailor made”
version of sailboards. Each can be
individualized and each is a different
shape from the other. No tooling or molds
are required as a “blank” core of foam is
cut and sanded to the desired shape.
Several layers of polyester saturated glass
cloth are then applied to the outside of the
core. After allowing the plastic to harden,
much sanding is performed to obtain a
smooth surface. Finish coats are then
applied for looks.

Though no tooling is required, a great
deal of skilled hand labor is needed with its
attendant high price.

Extremely light-weight boards can be
obtained with this method; however, the
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lighter the board, the thinner the laminate
thickness and the more susceptible to
damage. Boards with laminate thickness of
one millimeter or less cannot be expected
to last one year.

Popout

Both pop out boards and hollow boards
are akin to boat and ship building
practices. A pop out requires two female
molds (one for deck, one for underwater
surface) made of tooling plastics or metal.
Before a board can be made, the mold
must be waxed so that the part comes out
later (like greasing a cooking dish or a cake
tin). A gloss coat or “gel” coat is then
sprayed in the mold as the outer surface of
the part. Polyester saturated glass cloth is
then applied against the mold until a
desired thickness is achieved. Once the
two halves are completed and whilst still in
their molds, glue is applied to the edges,
the halves are clamped together and a
polyurethane foam is injected or poured
into the resulting cavity. The foam expands
to fill (hopefully) the entire inner cavity
between the two halves. Once the foam
has hardened, the two mold halves are
removed and the now one piece hull is
cleaned and accessories are added.

This method gives more constant
shapes than “custom” boards but requires
almost as much labor and is limited to one
quality board per day per mold.

As with custom boards, weight, strength
and stiffness are controlled entirely by the
laminate thickness and the compressive
strength of the foam core.

Hollow Sandwich

Most Division Il boards are made using
this process. Itis very expensive but
produces the ultimate in low-weight and
high stiffness. The process starts as with
pop outs with a waxed set of molds (deck
and underwater). Gel coat is applied then
alaminate of polyester resin and glass is
laid in. A thin (10 mm) layer of high density
polyurethane foam or PV.C. foam is then
glued to the first laminate. A second glass/
polyester laminate is then applied over the
first, forming a three part, 13 mm sandwich
(laminate —foam —laminate). Both halves
are done this way then glued together to
form a completed hull that is completely
hollow inside.

Tool or mold costs are the same as for
pop outs but the materials and labor costs
are higher. Drawbacks to this type of
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The Hawaiian Chi Chi
pictured above, was an
early Alpha board. The
Alpha factory Is pictured
helow. Note the molds in
the background. One has
the top portion raised.

L e s——

construction are the short life (one year in
competition for a Division Il board) plus a
completely hollow interior that must
“breathe” with changes in temperature and
barometric pressure (or like a flexing
balloon it will damage the glue seam or
take water, or both). Delaminations are also
commaon between the polyester/glass
layer and the foam core layer.

Compression Formed

This is the newest of the thermoset
processes and is akin to the manufacture
of epoxy water skis and of the high
strength composite structures now used in
aircraft parts. The tooling costs to build a
board of this type are much higher than
pop outs or hollow but the labor input is
greatly reduced and consistency of size,
shape, weight and strength are greatly
enhanced.

The process starts with a pre-shaped or
pre-formed core of polyurethane or
expanded polystyrene beads. The core is
then wrapped with fiberglass cloth and a
thick liquid is brushed over the entire
surface. The later process resembles the
“icing” of a cake or tart except it must be

applied on both bottom and top. This
“iced” core is then placed in the lower half
of a matched mold. The top mold is then
lowered onto the part and pressure and
heat are applied to the molds. Within
minutes the molds are opened and a hard,
seamless hull emerges.

With this process, quality becomes a
matter of workers putting enough materials
in the molds rather than the artistic ability
of a shaper or laminator.

Materials

As most of the four processes described

above can also use different combinations
of cores and laminates, it becomes difficult
to judge each without discussing the
relative merits of each combination. A
further complication is that all four
processes use “sandwich” construction. A
“sandwich”is any structure that uses a
hard, strong outer skin over a light inner
core. A sandwich of light gauge steel —
balsa wood core—light gauge steel, would
possess good torsional, tensil and
compressive strengths, plus excellent
stiffness compared to the materials used
by themselves. The same is true in
plastics—hard, strong, sometimes
fiberglass reinforced plastics, are used
over light, inner cores. However, each
combination of materials resultsin a
different sandwich behavior.

Resins

Of the two resins, epoxy is stronger than
polyester, therefore requires less by weight
to accomplish the same task.
Unfortunately, epoxy resin also costs twice
as much as polyester resin.

Further, in all the processes described,
the resin is only used to hold the
reinforcement (glass fiber) together. The
glass fiber actually provides the strength
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Thermoset Sailboard Construction Comparison—T251 x 3m x 3.3m?

LAM LAM TOTAL RELATIVE RELATIVE

PU = Polyurethane Foam

EPS = Expanded Polystyrene Beads
POLY = Polyester Resin
EPO = Epoxy Resin
GLASS = Fiberglass

TYPE CORE G LAMINATE THICKNESS WT/KG WT/KG STIFFNESS STRENGTH OTHER NOTES
Custom PU & poly/glass 10mm 46 96 3 4 w/ core stringer
PU 5 polyglass 1.5 7.0 120 2 3 w/ core stringer

EPS 31 epo/glass 1.0 48 79 4 6 not common

EPS 3.1 epol/glass 1.5 72 103 3 5 not common

Pop out PU. 565 poly/glass 1:5 70 125 3 2 glue seam
problers

PU 55 polyglass 2.0 9.3 148 3 1 glue seam

problems

Hollow sandwich — —  poly/glass/PVC 13.0 90 90 1 3 glue seam
problems

Compression PU 52 epo/glass 1.5 66 118 2 1 foamed epoxy
EPS 3.1 epo/glass 2.0 88 119 3 3 foamed epoxy

Vacuum Formed EPS 3.1 ASA 25 82 113 5 3 w/ core stringer
no glue seam

Assumes board of 3 meters, 125 liters volume, 3.3m2 surface area

and stiffness—the resin only the impact
resistance and the “glue.” If all of the glass
fiber in a hull laminate is completely
saturated with resin, but not one drop
more, one would have the optimum in low-
weight and high strength. The ratio of glass
to resin in this case would be about one to
1.5 by weight, or 40 percent glass and 60
percent resin. Unfortunately, in any of the
processes described here, the ratio is
about 25 percent glass and 75 percent
resin. Indeed, even a 30 percent ratio
would be a significant decrease in weight
without any loss in strength.
Cores

The core of any sandwich contributes
significantly to its ultimate strength. The
optimum core would be one with a
graduated density. Higher density,
therefore higher strength on the outside
(next to the laminate), gradually
decreasing in density and compressive
strength towards the center of the core.

The use of expanded polystyrene beads
as a core brings the lightest weight core
commercially available. However, this light
weight is not without a corresponding loss
in strength. Compressive strength of most
beads is only half that of polyurethane
foam. To compensate for this, the outer
laminate must be increased in thickness to
give a board of equal strength and
stiffness. Polystyrene bead cored products
are more likely to have long term integrity
problems than other commercially
available materials. Even the polyurethane
“pblanks” used for custom boards can vary.
Certain “light" blanks, while producing light
boards, will certainly not last more than
one season of medium use.

Exotics

While one hears a considerable amount
about Kelvar, carbon fiber and other exotic
materials in sailboards and sailboard
accessories, for all practical matters they
are used very little in the manufacture of
hulls. For one, the cost of using either in a
truly meaningful way would be prohibitive
and two, the manufacturing processes
described above are not advanced
enough to take advantage of the superior
strength vs. weight allowable in these
materials. Masts and sails both take advan-
tage of these qualities, but hulls are a long
way off. A few strands here and there
certainly doesn't add any measurable
qualities to a hull.

Comparison

The chart gives a comparison of most of
the hull techniques described plus an ASA
board. The values are average values and
can be higher or lower for specific hulls.
The entire chart is based on a hypothetical
fun board of three meters length, 125 liters
in volume and approximately 3.3 sqm of
surface area.

Which one to buy? This depends on
your needs and what combination of
strength, longevity, weight, stiffness, color
or use fits you best. Whatever the choice,
Good Surfing!
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> Surf Review/Yacht Review
written by Bernard Schiste

Walter Feldtanzer was the pride of his
family. In his youth he chose a good career,
sat in the offices of a construction com-
pany as a technical draftsman, finished his
training and went to nightschool at the
Technical College to earn his “matura” or
diploma. His hair was short and Walter was
altogether neat and tidy. Sailboarding
ended all that. He discovered a red board
on the roof of a friend's car. He knew what it
was because he had read about them in
hobby magazines, but his first sight of one
turned his world upside down. He sold his
aquarium to get the money to shape a
board of his own. He was going to make a
copy of his friendss.

Well, Feldtanzer copied the board but in
the process, the original sailboard lost a
few chincks and a great deal of its youthful
look. Feldtanzer used his knowledge of
synthetic materials to restore most of the
pieces and at least make the board water-
proof again.

The extra effort of repairing that original

Walter Feldtanzer is
largely responsible for the
winning shapes such as
the short board below. He
also collaborates with
internationally famous
designer Cazal on the sail-
board graphics. Feldtanzer
is also an accomplished
sailor in his own right as
the photos illustrate.

e

piezag
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board proved worthwhile for Feldtanzer.
His copy was lighter and, even in those
early days, lightness was being appreci-
ated. He dubbed his board the “Surfsailer”
and got a few orders to produce the board.
People didn't so much think it was that
much better to salil, they just thought it was
easier to carry.

Feldtanzer continued to modify produc-
tion boards with a saw and a hairdryer, but
his efforts provided one of the more dismal
chapters in the history of self-built sail-
boards. But then he took a trip to Cornwall
on the English coast and there, the shape
clan showed him the miracles that can be
worked with one block of foam. He also

learned that terrific decorations can be put
on the board with an airbrush a technique
virtually unknown to other continental
board builders.

Feldtanzer returned to technical college,
finished and promptly left the bourgeois
life he had always known. First he worked
for Sigi Hoffman on Lake Garda as a surf
teacher and spent time in the shaping
rooms. He worked for a time with Randy
Naish, brother of Robby (and former Hobie
sailor) whose influence was unmistakable.
In the autumn of that year, Feldtanzer built
his first pintail and reached eighth place in
the Pall Mall Speedweek, a surprising
achievement. To cap off the year, he col-
lected his savings and traveled around the
world visiting all the major surf sailing

spots. Upon his arrival back in Austria, he
went to work for Hagan, but was quickly
snapped up by Alpha were he is now
“almost fully employed.”

What distinguishes Feldtanzer from his
compatriots in the shaping business is his
complete technical perception. He under-
stands that synthetics and chemistry are
not simply the boring side of the business.
To him, they are just as fascinating as the
question of rocker size. Feldtanzer con-
tinues to make individual boards. His hand-
made boards come under the name
“Heavy Tools” because he uses heavy tools
to create light, solid boards without fash-
ionable gimmickry.

HL: When did you start sailboarding?

WF: The first time | heard about surfing
was in 1974 when | read an article about
surfing in a German magazine. | was so
enthusiastic | would have liked to have
tried it out straight away, but there were no
boards available and it was another year
before | stood on one for the first time. I've
now been surfing for ten years, mostly on
Lake Gardaiin ltaly.

HL: We've heard the story of your first
sailboard, how did you shape it?

WF: | didn't know anything about shapes
and shaping technique then. | copied an
existing board laminated in two molds and
then glued the two halves together.

HL: How good a board do you think it
was compared to those available today?

WEF: | don' think we can compare the
boards we had when windsurfing was just
beginning, with the boards we have now.
It's more a matter of our surfing skills. For
the stage of skill we were at years ago, the
boards were made well, but surfing skills
have improved and the performance of the
boards has had to improve as well. Of
course, if we look at the functional side and
equipment, boards perform better than we
ever believed would have been possible
years ago.

HL: When did you first get paid for
shaping a board? What companies did
you work for before joining Alpha?

WE: The first time | earned money by
shaping was in 1982. | spent the winter in
Hawaii and was shaping surfboards for
some local shops. In 1983 | shaped some
prototypes for Hagan, a small Austrian
manufacturer.

HL:How long have you been with
Alpha?

WEF: | started with Alpha in 1983 to work
on the Fun Unlimited.

HL: Do you work only for Alpha?

WEF: Yes, | work for Alpha exclusively as
aconsultant.

HL: When Alpha asks you to shape a
board, what criteria do they give you?

WE: First, we look at the entire product
line and then | aim the board at a certain
target group. For example, a board for a
75 kilogram (about 165 pounds) sailor with
grade four skills on the personality profile.

HL: What are the main points you try to

put into your boards?

WEF: Itisn't possible to shape a board
which can do everything, so it's very impor-
tant that | know about the target group
which will sail the board. What the surfer
likes or dislikes. Will the board be used on
flat water or in surf? Will it be used by
sportive surfers? and so on. All of these
points will help to form my decision on how
to shape the board. Beside these special
points, | always try to give the board a
good overall performance.

HL: The windsurfing market generally
seems to agree that double concaves with
various tail shapes and, occasionally, “vV"
shaped hulls or quadruple concaves are
the shapes. As the Alpha Fascination was
the first production board to have double
concaves back in 1982, how do you see
the development of boards in 1987 and
19887

WEF: From my point of view, | don't see
any outstanding designs and shapes for
1987. The trend is going back to clear and
functional shapes. There will be more effort
to improve the details, especially the rig
equipment.

HL: When trying to create new shapes,
how many boards do you shape so that
they can be tested against each other?

WF: On an average, | make about five
prototypes, sometimes more, sometimes
not so many. it depends on my experience
with a certain shape.

HL: Volume is another major change for
1985 with Alpha naming their boards for
the volume and many of the manufacturers
increasing the volume in a lot of their
models. Do you think that volume in fun-
boards will increase again next year?

WEF: I think volume is the best way to
categorize a board. The volume says
much more about a board than a fantasy
name or the length. It will tell a surfer which
board is for him. The trend is definitely
heading towards more volume. We could
already see this last year at the World Cup
races. Even the professionals had
changed from radical boards to boards
with more volume which are more forgiv-
ing when mistakes are made.

The new Alpha boards | have designed
have as much volume as [ could give them
without negatively influencing their sailing
characteristics.

HL: When you have shaped and tested
all the prototypes, who has the final say as
to which boards will go into the range?

WF: This isn't the decision of just one
person. Naturally, the board which | recom-
mend would be preferred, but before the
final decision is made, the marketing and
production departments have their say.

HL: Which board do you sail on your
own time?

WF: In flat water | mainly prefer the
Alpha 110 Gun, on which | sailed a new
speed record of 27.24 knots in Perth in
December of 1984. | use my own custom
boards in the surf. -
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In The Beginning

Alpha sailboarding began as an idea to
liven up a old hotel turned condominium
on Moon Lake (Mondsee) in the Salskam-
mergut area of Austria. The old hotel was
purchased in 1974 by Ozzie Nedoluha
who, with his brother Heinz, founded
Alpha. Sailboarding had just hit Europe
from Southern California and was attract-
ing the active, trendy group of people that
Nedoluha had targeted for his condo pro-
ject. Nedoluha imported six boards from
Germany in the summer of 1975 and the
surf scene in Austria was on its way. That
autumn, Heinz suggested making boards
instead of importing boards and a busi-
ness started.

The first handshaped model and the
mold to reproduce it were made by Heinz
in his brother's garage. Soon the noise,
smell and mess became too much for
Ozzie's wife and the operation was moved
to a small workshop in Salzburg. During
the first winter season (1975-6) Heinz pro-
duced 70 polyester boards under the
brand name "Alpha.”

There was no retalil trade to speak of.
Sport shops weren' interested because
hardly anyone knew about sailboarding
and even those who had didn't know how
to surf. A school system had already
existed in Germany and, if the sport had a
future, the same would have to be started
in Austria.

Everyone snow skis in Austria and the
Nedoluha brothers were no exception.
They had many contacts within the ski
industry and the Austrian Ski Teachers
Association. These ski instructors, who
were unemployed all summer, became the
next step in the Nedoluhas' nascent busi-
ness. Seminars and informational lectures
were given to groups of the instructors.
The possibilities of the new sport were
explained as were the chances it could
create for summer employment.

Slowly, recruits were signed up and in
the spring and fall of 1976, two courses
were held to train the first Austrian Sail-
board Instructors. Literature was used from
Ten Cate, one of the first European brands.
Anything they could piece together about
sailboarding technique was used. Every-
one learned on an Alpha board and a new
sport was started in Austria.

Since Ozzie was a promoter and real
estate dealer he was already three steps
ahead . Before the first instructor class was
over, he was looking for locations for surf
schools. By the end of the summer of
1976, he had convinced seven well-
located hotels that sailboarding was the
trend sport of the future and that a surf

IWALN “‘"c_w“ nare nes

school would be an added attraction for
their clientele. In 1977, the Association of
Austrian Windsurfing Schools was
founded and over the next two years over
100 instructors were trained.

The schools were also the first retail
outlets in Austria. Enthusiastic pupils, hav-
ing just finished their ten-day introductory
course, found that the only place they
could buy equipment was on the spot at
the surf school. Naturally, it didn't take long
for the retail trade to catch on. Most of the
small shops set up tended to be owned

and run by enthusiasts and that has contin-

ued to the present.

In late 1976 Heinz Nedoluha moved his
workshop from Salzburg to larger prem-
ises further north in Mattighofen. It
remained there until 1979 when the com-
pany moved to its present facilities in the
southern Salzburg suburb of Glasenbach.
Production during this period consisted of
polyester fiberglass models using molds

The Hawaiian Rocket
(above) and the Hawailan
Chi Chi (below) were early
mainstays of the Alpha
line. The line has become
much more sophisticated
since the days In the late
seventies when these
photos were taken. Note
the old-style graphics
and logo.

feimster

by jim
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built by Heinz with four to five workers.
Quantities steadily increased from 70 units
in 1976 to 500 in 1978. The first exports
were made to Germany and Switzerland in
1978.

Sailboarding in Europe had already
taken off about the time the Nedoluha
brothers started manufacturing. Holland
and Germany (with the Ten Cate and the
Windglider) lead the field and a fast mov-
ing sport and industry. Over 400,000
boards were sold worldwide in 1982.
Alphas initial strategy was to build a name
and image through the Division Il regatta
circuit and its association with a large
number of trend setting surfers around the
world. To compliment this strategy, a series
of “Pro” boards was built and continually
updated in regards to shape and compo-
nents. This line of round hull, Division I
boards started with the Alpha Pro and
continued with the Phantom, Professional
and Pro Regatta. All were winning shapes
in their time and lead to a small but
growing Alpha company and image.

The sailboard industry continued to
grow and change. As people learned and
grew, more sailing techniques were per-
fected and new, smaller boards, shapes
and styles emerged under the heading of
“fun boards.” Ozzie Nedoluha visited
Hawaii for a regatta, one of the old PanAm
Cups, and brought back fun board pro-
totypes from Larry Stanley. Alpha
produced the industry’s first fun boards in
1980.

During this period, Alpha racers and
sailors built a reputation for speed, winning
events and performing unusual stunts. The
first crossing of the English Channel on a
sailboard was on an Alpha. Eventually, a
speed record was established of one hour
from Calais to Dover on a stock Alpha
World Cup. An endurance record was set
on an Alpha Inspiration. Many European or
national sailing champions sailed on
Alphas. A stock 1985 Alpha 110 Gun was
clocked at 27.2 knots in Perth, Australia.

plastic and metal designs, sails improved
in looks and function, quality went up
dramatically and prices dropped. Alpha
suffered through some lean years.

The Coleman Company took over Alpha
in January of 1983. Alpha was producing
three blow molded PE models, one ASA
and one hollow sandwich construction
Division Il board. Division Il had lost its
consumer appeal. Short, funboards were
in. Alpha suffered along with others as
rapidly changing tastes and stiffer com-
petition made paupers of former kings.
The trend is still prevalent in our industry
today. Alpha was down but not out.

In 1983, two significant events took
place. One, Heinz Nedoluha stayed with
Alpha after the Coleman purchase. He
spent full time developing a glass/epoxy
compression molding process. He had lots
of help from Coleman, Hobie Cat and

A few of the people sailing on Alphas at
that time were John van der Starre, Ella
Schistek, Ralph Brock, Ben Wesseling,
Stephan van den Berg, Stephan Peyron
and Angus Chater.

Several new production techniques
were brought on line in the industry and at
Alphain the early 1980s including ABS/
ASA thermoforming and polyethylene
blow molding. Alpha was one of the first in
the industry to manufacture blow molded
boards and in 1981 blow molded the first
fun board, the Chi Chi. Alpha has, over its
brief history, vacuum formed ABS, ASA
and Lexan; produced hand-laid-up poly-
ester and glass; produced hollow boards
of polyester, glass and PVC foam sand-
wich construction; blow molded
polyethylene and compression molded
glass and epoxy. Only the last two meth-
ods are still being used.

By 1981, Alpha was producing 6000
boards per year and the sailboard market
in Europe was exploding. Dozens of com-
panies and individuals got into production
and custom boards over the next three
years. Units sold in Germany alone topped
100,000 boards in 1982. New shapes were

introduced rapidly, new materials and tech-

niques took over the old, components
evolved into highly tooled, sophisticated

The square stern type
bhoards gave way to pin-
tails, swallowtails and
concave hulls. The
advance of technology
has been very fast in the
past ten years as sailors’
abilities grew and with it,
demand for better boards.

O'Brien skis. Second, a young shaper from
Linz named Walter Feldtanzer agreed to
help Alpha shape two boards.

The year 1984 was spent absorbing the
contributions of these two, trying to stay
alive in an insane industry and developing
the process of a smooth polyethylene run-
ning surface we call “competition base.” By
1985, Walter's shapes, HeinZs epoxy pro-
cess, improved components, enhanced
quality procedures, competition base and
a Coleman/Hobie type warranty policy
vaulted Alpha back into the sailboarding
spotlight. Sales increased 25 percent in
1985 though the world market constricted
and some major manufacturers declared
bankruptcy. Old Coleman traditions of
product value, consumer service, quality,
plus Heinz Nedoluha's development and
Walter Feldtanzer's uncompromising
speed and shape performance have put
Alpha back on top. -
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Sea Spray

Tramp Cleaner |

Is your trampoline faded with dirt?
SSI’s new Sea Spray Tramp Cleaner
restores your tramp color to near new!
Wash away last summer’s dirt on the
tramp surface and clean mildew on the
underside, too! It’s safe, easy, and fast.
Just spray directly onto the tramp
and flush or lightly brush off.
Cleans instantly!

Ask your local dealer
or order directly from us:

Sailing Systems, Inc.
4815 Amy Drive Crystal Lake, Il. 60014
(815) 455-4599

Hot Products

New Neoprene Boot from
Galveston Bay

Galveston Bay Trading Company has introduced a new 3.0mm
neoprene boot and shoe which are manufactured in New
Zealand by AICAD Offshore. The new boots use nylon “speed-
lace” and a foam-backed tongue for maximum comfort. The sole
is designed to give high skid resistance. Raised sides provide
support and the removable “Thermolite” insole removes to
facilitate cleaning. A heel torsion strap provides additional sup-
port. According to the company, the product was inspired by a
perceived need for a type of universal watersports footwear that
would keep feet warm as well as providing comfort. Boot and
shoe come in blue with white trim. For more information, contact
Galveston Bay Trading Company, Inc., P.O. Box 690546,
Houston, Texas 77269-056.

SERVES AS A
D HMOBIE  WIND VANE AND

141618

VANE o
GLORY

$1 495

COMPLETE WITH

ALSO GIVES YOU
DISTINCTION

EXCELLENT GIFT

YOUR CHOICE OF A FLAG
AMERICAN, ENSIGN, JOLLY

12x18 FLAG & ROGERS, CONFEDERATE,
PLAIN COLORS — WHITE, RED,
HARDWARE & S GaD
INSTRUCTIONS — 1 ORDERING, SPECIFY
‘995 S —— BOAT NAME & SIZE
141618 AND FLAG

FOR BRACKET AND

STAFF ONLY CONSTRUCTED OF STAINLESS

STEEL AND FIBREGLASS STAFF
WITH SPECIAL NON TANGLE FLAG
CLIPS, EASY TO INSTALL

PLUS 4% SALES TAX FOR |
MICHIGAN RESIDENTS

PLUS *125 FOR
SHIPPING INUS A

ALER INQUIRIES INVITED

“IF VANE GLORY ISN'T FLYING
IT ISN'T WORTH SAILING

DANGER

Extreme caution must be
observed when
launching and sailing
near overhead wires. A
mast near a wire could
be fatal!
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New Products from Grifgrabers

Grifgrabers has introduced two new products, one for sailboar-
ders and one for cat sailors. A new waist harness cesigned for
comfort is now available for sailboarders. According to
Grifgrabers, this waist harness is designed to lessen binding and
give increased support. The waist position is built for freedom of
movement and is a positioned for fast hook ups to the harness
lines. The waist harness is constructed from number 400 Denier
pack cloth and one-inch ethafoam. It features a quick release
bucket for entry and removal. These new waist harnesses are
available in all colors and combinations.

Al

For cat sailors, Grifgrabers has just introduced Cat Pro-Lactic
hull covers. This new product protects hulls from weather while
storing and from road debris when travelling. The Cat Pro-Lactics
are constructed from durable Naugahyde, is stain resistant and is
easy to clean. The Cat Pro-Lactics are designed to help protect
hulls from harsh ultraviolet rays which may weaken and fade




them. For easy on and off, the Cat Pro-Lactics are equipped with
plastic zippers which won't scratch or rust hulls. The Cat Pro-
Lactics are available in black or white Naugahyde to match any
boat design. They are now available for the Hobie 14 and 16. The
company says Hobie 17 and 18 versions will be coming soon. For
information on these products, contact Gary Griffin at
Grifgrabers, P.O: Box 1724, Hurst, Texas 76053 817-282-2812
They are available at local dealers.

T =

Tex-Cat Announces New
Products

Tex-Cat has announced the expansion of its line of soft goods
to include rudder, daggerboard and snorkel covers. Additional
plans call for seven different models of boom bag with cushioned
dividers to separate booms and sails. A boat cover which allows
boats to be trailered while covered is also in development.
According to Tex-Cat, all boat accessories are fabricated using
9.5 ounce Acrilan acrylic fiber. Rudder and daggerboard covers
are made with a laminate of 9.5 ounce Acrilan, closed sail foam
and nylon pack cloth. For more information about Tex-Cat
products, write Tex-Cat, P.O. Box 24141, Houston, Texas 77229 or
call 800-826-8270. In Texas call 713-455-6194.

RUDDER FLAGS

"Keep’'s Them Off Your Tail!”’
Bright Red Nylon Flags with Flourescent-Orange
Tips, attaches to Rudders with Velcro® Closures.
Sized to Fit Hobie® 14, 16, & 18. Please Specify

Boat Size.
$|295
Ito:l.l.ﬂ.l.l-'-- H-16 wihout aheror # Trompole Si

eRacelr Bl coBluceNaweMn oGreeneYellow and @

+ Boom Vang o .",;,;.

The Halyard Pocket most Catomora 5 pockers. Stores excess Main Halyard, Jib

o Ssprrt Sy oo e

oCheck voo 98

A "25
*Money Order D.A.M.N 2

*COD. SAILING ACCESSORIES
P.0. 80X 1013 MANNFORD, OKLA. 74044-1013

Satisfied - Or Money Back  Money Back Guarantee

SAFELY SOLO WITH CAT RIGHTER

Hobie Films Now Available

R. Paul Allen Films is now offering a selection of classic Hobie
films for home video. Films such as SHARING THE WIND, A
MOMENT'S GLORY and the HOBIE FILM FESTIVAL (billed as an
hour of Hobie nostalgia from the boat's earliest beginnings) are
available from dealers to rent or own. The purchase price of the
videos, either VHS or BETA, is $19.95. The films are approxi-
mately one hour in length and include such photography as the
famous “jump shot” footage and aerial photography of the Hobie
16 World Championship off Waikiki.

Now there is a righting system designed for use on any make of
catamaran up to 18 feet that allows every person weighing as little as
100 pounds to Safely Go It Alone!
The features that CAT RIGH‘IIRTM offers you are:
¢ No more frustrating moments spent waiting for help
* No boat modifications required (Protects Warranty)
* Rights catamaran quickly from knocked down or turtled positions
¢ Lightweight, no irritating rope burns, easy to install and stow
* No additional righting systems required, color coordinated to match
your boat
CAT IIGH‘I’IRTM comes fully assembled with the following items:
® Schaefer fiddle block with v-jam and becket
® Schaefer fiddle block with swivel
® Perko Snaphook with swivel; sufficient line (50') for boat
attachments and (4:1) pulley ratio
® Cordura bag with velcro closure and quick release
® | full year warranty

(Patent Pending)

Address
City
Telephone
COLORS: [J Red Ll Yellow [ Blue -
14° (] $94.50 16" ] $104.50 18 ] $116.90 =~
(Postage paid within continental U.S.A. - otherwise F.O.B. delivered) CF‘T‘NGHTER
Please make check or money order payable to:
Lake Enterprises Inc., 76 Pinon Helghts Rd. .
o
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Area code.

Sandia Park, New Mexico 87047
(505) 262-0591 SEND FOR FREE BROCHURE!




SAIL REPAIR

AS SAILMAKERS FOR 14 YEARS
AND HOBIE DEALERS FOR 12
YEARS, WE SOLICIT YOUR
WINDOW INSTALLATION, BOLTROPE
AND BATTEN POCKET REPAIRS,
TRAMPOLINE WORK, ETC. FIVE
TO TEN DAY TURN ARQUND.
EXCELLENT WORKMANSHIP.
INSURANCE ESTIMATES

48 HOUR SERVICE AT @ / '
DOUBLE RATES AND
TIME AVAILABILITY
CALL FOR QUOTE 0OR
see vour Hobie Cat
or HOLDERODEALER
—— A LOO

wower (OVERS

"Banana Peels” are designed to fi
zippers/velc
able without

Y « >
% paid. All other

price guide on sail repairs and inf

s ko 1
(901) ;.ul_‘lg‘-',n‘g\ RODKE SA'LS '1

n ther m

The bl MAST-CADDIE®
pora °ﬂuom= ® “ B

GUESSWORK OUT

THE
‘('\?‘KTEMNSPN\T\IIG YOUR

“AST — is the ideal way to
transport your mast and boom. Stern and/or bow interlock-
ing carriers clamp on securely and remove easily. Fits all
Hobies. Made of polypro, brass or stainless. Safety tie not
included but recommended.

b JHE IDEAL COOLER cmlsn
The AQUA-CADDIE is designed to hold most Oscar andother ™= T
coolers. Mounts on the bow cross member with interlock-
ing jaws. Adaptable to 14 & 16 Hobies. Cooler not included.

3 ) MURRAYS MARINE DIST
Micisest W or PO_BOX 490

CARPINTERIA, CA 93013

8930 DEXTER-PINCKNEY (805) 684-5446
= .P‘Ngfa’f.ﬁg‘?”?ﬁgg‘sg (California residents add 6% sales tax)
Fancar - One YearWarranty =< --+"tterteee 2
Sheslinder SEE YOUR LOCAL DEALER or ardor direct:
O Master Charge SHIPPED IN USA VIA UPS (no P.0. Box #'s please)
O Visa (Bankamericard) Name
Mast Coddie:
[ Stern Only $44.95 Add ress
0 Bow only $34.95 City
[ Both Bow & Stern $69.90 o
D A Caddes575 State Zip
oC! |m o o
O Hobie 18 Account
O Hobie 16 number
O Hobie 14 Expiration Date
DopeR O Please send more
D Magoum nformation U3, Patent Peacing *Rog. U3, Pat. O

78/ HOBIE HOTLINE

HOBIE HOT TIPS

Hurricane Help

Hurricane Elena showed us what kind of damage can occur
and she didn't even hit us! We were having a “hurricane party”
while Elena sat offshore and beat us for awhile. It got bad enough
by midnight for a notice of mandatory evacuation. High tide
would be at 4 a.m. and heavy flooding was expected. Our Hobie
was down on the beach so my hubby pulled it above the sea wall
and tied it down. We evacuated but came back about 2 a.m. and
trailered the boat out. Pretty hairy! After it was all over, Elena had
destroyed the sea wall and there was a ten foot crater where our
boat, “ali Cat” was parked. There were Hobies strewn all over the
beach. Masts were broken in pieces and wrapped around pilings
with rigging everywhere. Some Hobies were miraculously spared
by being tied up. The moral of the story is that even tying your
Hobie to a tree or porch and filling the pontoons with water can
help because many, many met their doom by being left on the
beach. My boat received a tear on the tramp, so | am now saving
my pennies to replace this.

Alison Brendle
Seminole, Florida
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Introducing the
Singlehander’s
Dream Machine!

One-piece
Trampoline

Epoxy
* - Rudders

Self-tending
Radial-foil
Centerboards
Stoked Sailor

wﬁ%‘.v‘ o
@F

Flexible
Fiberglass
Mast Tip

Reinforced
Two-ply
Leach

Scrim Mylar”
Tri-Ply™ Sail

HOBIE CAT
JY Coiener, y

P.O. Box 1008

Oceanside, CA 92054
619/758-9100

Contact us today for a brochure
and the name of vour nearest
Hobic 17 Dealer. Priced from
$3295: with wings from S3685.



How to whisper
to awallleysge

Those fat 15-pounders may be lazy, but they
aren'tdeaf. Bump your aluminum canoe with a
paddle, and it like sounding a gong.

Buta Coleman” canoe won'tgive them any
warning. Evenif you scrape across a sandbar or
nudge a rock. Because our hulls are molded of
aremarkable matenial called RAM-X".

Its smooth, seamless, and silent enough to
glide rightinto a lunkers living room. =

RAM-Xis also incredibly tough. It shrugs off
impacts that would crumple aluminum or
shatter fiberglass — and pops back into shape.

Coleman canoes. The only ones in the world
thatare whisper-quiet and RAM-X tough.

For a free brochure on this and other
Coleman products, write: Coleman; Box 1762;
Wichita, KS 67201.

Buy it now, and geta $25 REBATE.

We outfit your outdoors.




