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On the third day of Christmas
My true Love gave to me
Three no. 202-3’s, two no.146-3’s,
(& a no. 155-6 in a no. 720-11!

By the twelfth day of Christmas
your true Love will be glad you ordered
from the SSI Holiday Catalog.

See your Local Dealer tor your Holiday Catalog
or order one from Sailing Systems: 4815 Amy Drive, Crystal Lake,Il. 60014



WHY NOT Convert Forward

Deck Space into large- capacﬂy
ICE CHEST & STORAGE & .
compariments? .
with the Captain’s

CHEST & DECK &
e - ScaBag P -

. ,' 1
* LOOKS like original
equipment!
% EASY to install!

no tools required
can be done in 20 minutes

Captain’s Chest

« Sturdy, white fiberglass construction

+ Streamlined design, flush-mount locks

» Enhances looks and versatility

* Does not interfere with sailing or righting

* Large (22"L x 14"W x 10”D), insulated Cooler
« Two side-compartments for storage

Captain’s Deck (Tramploline)
* New design with no exposed lacing
» Good looking, comfortable & durable
* Black poly-mesh will not permit water to pool
Patents Pending

You’ll wonder how you
got along without if!

Order through your local Hobie® Cat Dealer,
or from Murrays Marine

(805) 684-8393
MURRHYS MHRINE PO. Box 490, Carpinteria, CA 93013
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The best sign that the sailing season
is coming to an end is the dawn of the
national championship season. We're
just about halfway through them at
press time and the action certainly
looks as though this year's champion-
ships will be among the best ever. For a
report on the Hobie 16 National Cham-
pionship at Isle of Paims, South
Carolina, turn to Terri Crary’s article.

Of course, the fact that the season is
ending is also a sad time despite the
fact that the championships are going
on. The end of September and the
coming of fall spell the end of warm
Hobie sailing weather. Time to put the
boats away. Or is it? Sailors around the
world, especially those in the northern
climbs, have discovered the drysuit, a
lightweight wonder that is sure to give
sailors more days on the water than
they ever dreamed possible. Drysuits
have been considered a necessary
part of every European water-
sportman's equipment for over a
decade. Now, the Americans are find-
ing that drysuits work just as well on this
side of the pond. Of course, lots of
manufacturers have opened their eyes
to a new market and have rushed into
the making and selling of drysuits.
Brian Alexander’s piece should help
pull you out of the state of confusion the
drysuit explosion can cause.

Sweden and Germany are two
places drysuits are an absolute must as
the participants in the Hobie 16 Euro-
pean Championship and Betty
Gantsweg, an intrepid American Hobie
sailor visiting Germany can affirm.
Skanér was the site of the European
Championship and, from all accounts,
the Swedish fleet put on a show. Tony
Laurent gives some racing highlights in
this issue.

When Americans travel abroad for
business and anticipate being in a dif-
ferent country for a while, they try to
take the things they cherish most along
with them. In the case of the Gants-
wegs, that turned out to be their Hobie.
They didnt leave home without it. Of
course, that makes for some interesting

complications like how to fit a Hobie 16
through a garage door designed for a
Volkswagen. Or, as Betty Gantsweg's
story describes, how to adjust to condi-
tions that the Germans might consider
normal but have Californians like the
Gantswegs considering frostbite
treatments.

Of course, some people prefer to for-
get about the issue of cold weather and
just ignore ice and snow. If you find
yourself in that category, you will want
to examine Brian Alexander's story
about the catamaran sailors of ancient
Fiji and its companion piece by a local
Fiji Hobie sailor who describes condi-
tions that could just break the hearts of
Hobie sailors in the temperate zones.
As it turns out, today’s Hobie Catters
are just some in a long line of cata-
maran enthusiasts and may have a lot
to learn from their South Pacific
predecessors.

Another way to ignore the subject of
the cold weather is to look back at all
the great Hobie photos you took during
the summer just past. We did, and we
put some of the best in our own “Sum-
mer Scrapbook.”

If that makes you want to get back
out on the water and start racing, you
may be able to tide yourself over with
an informative article on the use of
computers to aid in scoring regattas. If
your fleet has experienced the endless
wait for results, this piece may prove
invaluable.

We've tried to do our best to ease
you into winter, so curl up with
HOTLINE, a cup of spiced rum, a fire
and all of those wrapped Christmas
presents under the tree. From all of us
at HOTLINE, may your Christmas be
bright and your sails filled with wind.

ok A0
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When the harsh conditions of cold and wind become a part of having

- fun, top Hobie sailor, Jeff Alter, and his crew choose Rip Curl Wind
Jeff Alter—Freesleeve 31 Steamer Series.

They know the suits allow maximum warmth with total freedom of
3 movement. An important part of any day's sailing.

Jeff and his crew’s choice of either the Freesleeve 31 Steamer, or
Wind John and Freesleeve Jacket combination makes it that much
easier for them to stand up against the elements.

We know you'll agree.

Rip Curl U.S.A.+ 3801 S. El Camino Real « San Clemente, CA 92672 « Phone: (714) 498-4920 Telex: 681330
Canada: Fletcher Leisure Group * 8420 Darnley Rd. » Montreal, Quebec H4T1M4 « Phone: (514) 738-9473 Telex: 05 82 4049
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Coleman
keeps the fun flowing.

When you're enjoying the outdoors with friends, make
Coleman your constant companion.

Coleman® Oscar® coolers hold the cold 30% longer than
the leading competitor to keep your refreshments more refreshing.
Super Oscar™ and Lil’ Oscar™ coolers give you a choice of size, too.

This new two-liter jug features
a fliptop spout for easy, accurate
pouring — even on a boat deck.

Here's a better idea for

“fast food" with a gourmet
touch. Our Outdoorsman
Cookin’ Machine™ converts
to a grill and works off of a
disposable propane bottle

so there's no wait for charcoal, ®

no searching for firewood.

Take along at least one of Coleman's

A husky chest-type coolers, too, See these and other great Coleman products e
to get the party going.

at your retailer. For our free catalog, write to
Coleman, 250 North St. Francis, Wichita, KS 67201.

= 1984 The Coleman Company, Inc

by We outfit your outdoors.



LETTERS

Questions for “Stuck in a
Storm”

As a sailor with experience in high winds
and storm conditions, | was disappointed
to read “Stuck In a Storm” (Sept/Oct). While
it was certainly a dramatic tale, some of the
advice given was incorrect. | would not
recommend attempting to tie something
metal to the mainstay to drag in the water.
In storm conditions, this would be difficult
and dangerous to do and would not offer
any significant protection. The time would
be much better spent getting to shore.

What disturbed me even more, though,
was the arrogant attitude the author had
towards the powerboats. | get very tired of
the type of animosity that is demonstrated
here and ask the author the following. Did
you attempt to warn the powerboaters of
the impending danger of the storm? After
securing your boat, did you attempt to
assist them in gathering or loading their
equipment, or, more important, help them
with “toddlers hung on their hips?" As you
smugly sailed away, did you offer to send
assistance to the beached powerboats?

Where would Hobie sailors be if all
powerboaters acted like the author when
we needed chase boats at a race or a tow
due to disabling equipment failure or a
knockdown?

Let's remember, gang, we're all on this
bus together.

Bruce Lamberson
Fleet 156
Casper, Wyoming

Advice from A Pleasure
Sailor

We really have enjoyed the HOTLINE,
but. . . it seems to be geared to regattas
and racing. Being two of many who are
only pleasure sailors, we would certainly
appreciate more articles on just sailing—
pointers, tips, ideas for Hobie 16s. How
nice if you could, in each issue, have
something on the 14s, 16s and 18s as three
separate articles. That would be helpful in
getting more out of our Hobies to make
sailing even more pleasurable. Broaden-
ing the spectrum of the HOTLINE to in-
clude more of interest to us non-racers, but
Hobie lovers, would help.

Llyn and Bill Shook
Brevard, North Carolina

Editor's Note: This is a point well taken. We
at the HOTLINE try hard to meet the
information needs of all Hobie Cat sailors
and may be missing the boat when it
comes to you pleasure sailors. We
welcome suggestions from any sailors
who would like to see articles of a specific
nature.

An Addition from
Dave Perry

I'm glad to hear that the rules articles
have helped untangle the rules a bit for
some readers. It's a lot more fun to launch
yourselif into the crowds when you know
what to expect and it's a lot more pleasant
for everyone when people take at least a
few minutes to try and understand the
rules. In my explanation of rules 42-46
(Sept/Oct), Rule 42.4 missed the bus. As
this is the rule about “barging” at the
committee boat at the start, it's a key one to
know.

—Dave Perry

Editor's Note: Dave Perry's interpretation
of rule 42.4 is reprinted below.

This is the rule concerning barging.
Note that it applies only at a starting mark
that can be completely sailed around. If
one end of the line is the end of a dock,
then 42.1 applies. Also, this rule only
applies when we're approaching the line
to start, i.e. on our final approach before
the gun. Three minutes before the start,
42.1(a) applies, and an outside boat must
give an inside boat room to pass the race
committee boat. Note also that this rule
does not change the rights and
restrictions placed on the leeward boat in
rule 40. A leeward boat can luff head to
wind until the windward boat gets ‘mast
abeam,” at which time the leeward boat
must not luff above its closehauled course.
This is still true at the starting mark. Rule
42 .4 says simply that a windward (inside)
boat is not entitled to room at a starting
mark that can be sailed around. If the
windward (inside) boat forces its way
between the mark and the leeward (out-
side) boat, either touching one or forcing
the leeward boat to bear away to avoid
contact, we say that the windward boat
has barged.

Note that after the starting gun goes off
the leeward boat must not sail above its
closehauled course, or above the com-
pass course to the first mark in an attempt
to keep a windward boat from trying to
pass her and the starting mark. Of course,
once the boats have passed the mark and
cleared the starting line, then the provi-
sions for luffing in rule 38 take over.

Soft 2mm nylon Il neoprene matching
seams and smooth inside stitching.
NEOPRENE JACKET
Waterproof nylon
/) ~ \ sleeves, heavy-

[ o Y | and pockets, ad-

v . justable cuffs,

Men's and women's sizes XS-XL.

SUPER JOHN Only $86.95

velcro closure, reinforced seat ]

and knees, leg zips. Navy and

extra comfort and stretch.

Women's style has slimming

style has lycra stripe on chest, |/ !

sizes S-XXL.

Only $20.95
Leather reinforced palm
at wrist. Sizes XS-L.

SAILING HOOD Only $17.95

shade and adjust-

able strap. Sizes S-L.

SAILING BOOTS Only $24.95
5mm shark skin neoprene
and heel, durable rubber
molded grip sole. Men's

order 1 size smaller.
ORDER NOW!

or Mastercard number (include expira-

tion date). Add $2.00 for handling.

Send for our free 1985

catalog with parts, acces-

BY MAIL
accessories with glued and taped
{)22\ Only $59.95
duty Zip closure
wind collar. Navy with blue sleeves.
Adjustable shoulder entry with  m._
blue with blue lycra stripe for
side stripe, sizes XS-L. Men's | ’ \ l!
NEOPRENE GLOVES
and fingers, velcro closure
3mm cap with sun ‘g‘
P e N4
with rubber reinforced edge
sizes 5-12, women
Call or send check, money order, Visa
California residents add 6% sales tax.
sories and savings for you.

You get it better at
THE C&T HOUSE

P.O. BOX 14277, SAN DIEGO, CA 92114
(619) 475-5752
Dealer Inquiries Invited
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JTRETCHRITE

THE EASIEST RIGHTING SYSTEM YET

e Thick 1/2" line stretches out for instant use

e |nternal shock cord recoils automatically

e One piece system installs in less than 2 minutes -
No blocks or shackles

e Excellent trapeze stabilizer

WINDJAMMERS WEST
1521 N. JANTZEN AVE
PORTLAND, OREGON 97217
(503) 289-9011

Official Righting System for the Worrell 1000

Phil Berman

—HAVE A HOBIE® CHRISTMAS! Enjoy winter reading that will sharpen

next summer’s sailing skills

Catamaran Sailing from start to finish by Phil Berman (©1982). A basic, well
organized and illustrated manual of catamaran sailing including basic theory,
tacking, jibing and heavy weather techniques. Other chapters describe mainte-
nance, transportation, safety and basic racing. (209 pages, 200 + illus.)
#45-0135 $12.95

Catamaran Crewing from start to finish by Phil Berman (©1984) New! Acomplete,
easy reference guide to crewing at three levels: Beginning, advanced and racing.
Includes interviews on crewing with Paula Alter (Hobie® 16), Larry Harteck (Nacra®)
and Suzi Smyth (Prindle®). (96 pgs. 40 + illus.)

#45-0034 $9.95

The Hobie™ 16 Performance Manual by Phil Berman (©1984)New! A truly useful
manual for success in tuning, handling and racing the H-16. Chapters include:
Rigging, sail shape, tuning (3 chapters) and handling: (96 pgs, 60 + illus)
#45-0032 $9.95

The Hobie® 48 Performance Manual by Phil Berman (1983, 2nd Printing in 1984)
Used and acclaimed as “Right-on” by nearly 3000 Hobie® 18 sailors of all levels of
experience. (96 pgs, 70 + illus) #45-0031 $9.95

BOOKS NOT SHOWN

Hobie* Cat Sailing by Jake Grubb (Rev. 1983) "The Hobie® Experience” captured in a Coffee
Table quality book. (310 pgs.) Hard Cover edition #45-0041 $22.95; Soft Cover edition
#45-0042 $17.00

Catamaran Racing: Solutions, Secrets & Speed Edited by Rich White (1984) Includes
articles by Hobie Alter, Jr, and Wayne Schafer. (256 pgs) #45-0051 $42.95.

Multihull Racing: The Hoble® Cats by Phil Berman (Rev. 1981) Tuning, Racing. Psychology.
Training, and Secrets of past champions. #45-0020 $9.95 (FREE with purchase of any 3

of above!)
FREE BOOK

Domestic shipping
California residents

add 5% (2 min, $10 max)

add 6% sales tax

Offer

available at
Participating Dealers.

(805) 684-8393

MURRAYS MARINE

PO. Box 490, Carpinteria, CA 93013




CHRISTMAS

WHY NOT
GIVE R

THE <Qllh BAG .. ..

Fits H-16 without alteration -

Off Trampoline Storoge Bags - Quick
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Covered Zippers. Colors To Match Sails
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The Holyord Pocket
Frs most Cotomovons - 2-3'x8"
pockets. Stores excess Main
Halyard. Jib Halyard and
Down Haul lines. Trims mast
Clutter. Ripstop Nylon, adju-
stable self-gripping faster,

ers. Colors to Match Bo'x s
Coils & Damn Bogs

The D.A.M.N. 809 (state color)
The Halyard Pocket (stat
T-Shirts (state size, color)

Ball Hats (state size. colon)..... .
Beveroge Wrap (state colon).

1984 Sail Rdopter
D.A.M.
SAILING RCCESOR'ES

P.0. BOX 1013
PRICES GOOD TILL 1-1-85.  MANNFORD. OKLA.

mation
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For Mo

Hobie Sung\asses S
0. Box 2916 2624 9SE
EBU\S\TG““ Beach. CAS ““G Ao\ srized Glass
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(714) 496-59 Precision Opuics

$200°° REWARD

offered by

until 1 JAN 1986

REWARD #1
$200 will be paid to any Hobie® sailor who has any KISME product fail
while under sail in any national or world competition

REWARD # 2
$100 will be paid to any Hobie* sailor who has any KISME product fail
while under sail in any Hobie® official points regatta

REWARD # 3
$50 will be paid to any Hobie® sailor who has any KISME product fail
while under sail in any Hobie® competition not covered above

REWARD # 4
5 will be paid to any Hobie® sailor who has any KISME product
while under sail in any condition or circumstance not covered above

REWARD # 5
Free repair or replacement service to the original owner for any KISME pro
duct that fails to perform its design function for any reason. under any cir
cumstances, for five full years from the registration date

REWARD # 6

The “automatic” reward that comes with sailing with the best Hobie®
upgrade hardware available at any price

A FINAL GYBE
Clyde says that this is a “sure bet” because all testing of KISME products
indicates that the boat will fail before our products fail. None-the-less, in the
unlikely event that one of our products fouls-up someone’s sailing day, a few
bucks of extra compensation might help ease the frustration and will
demonstrate KISME's good faith. (Yes Clyde. it's too bad that everyone
doesn't feel that way!)

&
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o

fail

SIMPLY BETTER

1983 KISME. INC 118 Milindge Road. Universal City. Texas 78148 (All Rights Reserved

KOOL-RAK designed to hold the popular PLAYMATE and LITTLE PLAYMATE
beverage coolers by IGLOO

* Fits Hobie 16 418 * All stainless steel

* Mounts low on center line mounting hardware

* Easy to use push button * Rubber insulators, no
lock with swing down top metal to metal contact

* Black vinyl coated for corrosion protection * Easy on and off

. e
oy &

Your IGLOO cooler is rugged high
impact plastic. A tough hide that
won't chip, rust or corrode.

3 year guarantee.

KOOL-RAK complete with (Circle one) red blue yellow

PLAYMATE cooler (hoids 18cans) .............. s O sso.es
KOOL-RAC ORI = 55 o s 3 cav s e W R R R e s 0O s3tes
LITTLE KOOL-RAK complete with (Circle one) red blue yellow

LITTLE PLAYMATE cooler (holds 9 cans) ......... O sa1.95
EITRREKOOLRAK ORI -« i sovvivin s soovasavins s O s29.95

Add $1 50 postage (outside Mainland USA ada $3 00) California residents add 6Y2% sales
tax We accept check or money orders, MasterCara and VISA

Card No. . - Expire

Address
City - State Zip

CAT—RAK DESIGNS

19632 Sequoia St., Cerritos, CA 90701 (213)865-6871
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BREAKING

THE PENCIL HABIT

“The weekend’s racing was
concluded with quick results
from our computer scoring
wiz, Dick Brashears, who ran
a TRS-80 off a gas generator
all weekend . . ."

from Fleet 124’s newsletter.

It was inevitable. With the computer tak-
ing over so many other functions and
chores, it was a foregone conclusion that
Hobie Cat sailors would turn their attention
to applying computer technology to Hobie
Cat regattas. After all, who wants to spend
long, lonely nights with a calculator and a
pencil while all the other sailors are at the
cocktail party having a great time? That
was the thinking behind the innovations of
Bob Thomas and the team of Rich May
and Jack Higgins (and others across the

country) who have come up with computer
programs that are sure to be one of the
most popular innovations in the sport of
Hobie Cat sailing since the trapeze.

Thomas' program, developed over the
last two years, began with a request from
World Hobie Class Director Sandy Banks
for Thomas' programming skills. Both of
them thought that if a computer program
could be developed to make scoring more
accurate and faster, the operation of a
national level regatta would be smoother
and, since results could be known just a
few minutes after each race, a little excite-
ment would be added. Special features
haa to be incorporated into the program to
accommodate the round robin sailing sys-
tem and the other ingredients that
differentiate a national championship from
alocal points regatta.

“You need a different form of printouts
since you change boats between races
and you have the skipper and crew listed
for each race by each boat number," says
Thomas of his first championship scoring
program. “It also did registration forms so
that Michele (U.S. Class Director Michele
Kreelic) didn't have to do a lot of the typing.
Once you typed a person's name once,
that was it.”

The scoring, says Thomas, was rela-
tively easy since the number of boats at a
national championship is small. But the
program also performed many of the other
functions that normally take a great deal of
time. The program automatically figures
out who will race each boat after the cut
and determines which sailors have sailed
what boats in the previous races.

After the success of the original pro-
gram, Thomas began to incorporate
changes that would be compatible with
the normal regatta situations every fleet
encounters from registration to posting the
final standings. Thomas' program has elim-
inated much of the pre-race work that
committees or regatta chairmen had to
perform in the past. Registration is a good
example.

“As soon as you get a reservation in the

By Biff Roberts

mail, you enter it in the computer; you enter
the fees and it will then keep track of the
fees paid all along, and, when you're done
with the entry, you can print it and the
computer will print out all the registration
forms for you. You have the registration
forms printed out before the regatta. When
preregistered people check in, they check
the form for accuracy, sign the release, and
they are complete. There's no need to enter
them into the computer again for scoring.
Instead, simply enter the sail numbers in
the order they finish. You don't even have
to put in the class; the computer automati-
cally places them in the right class and in
the proper order of finish. This is true even
if a mistake was made and, say, Joe Jones
was scored with the 16Bs and he should
be in the 16As. With the program, all you
have to do is enter the correct class and
ask the computer to rescore the race. It
takes about one minute.”

Thomas also claims that his program will
handle disqualified boats and even the
“material prejudiced"” rule which calls for an
averaging of a skipper's scores if he is
fouled so badly that damage is done to the
boat and hampers his performance in
some way. In such an event, “. . . you just
enter YMP next to the guy's sail number
and it will average the scores up to that
point then continue to average the rest of
the scores the whole time."

Even after the race, Thomas' program
keeps on working. When he was thinking
about what to include, he remembered all
the times that he felt let down by the race
committee which failed to follow up on the
events of the weekend by sending com-
plete results and other pertinent informa-
tion. Thomas claims to have solved that
problem.

“This program is set up to print mailing
labels of all the people who were in the
regatta so you can mail them results,” said
Thomas. “Fleet 4 used the mailing list
feature by taking the list from the San
Diego Classic and using it to send out a
mailer publicizing the next regatta.”

When doing the scoring for the race, the

NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 13984 /13



SUPERGRIP

NEOPRENE KITS

Used in
The Worrell 1000
Hobie 18 Nationals

» Excellent footing for trapeze—helps crew with boat!

» Cushions nonskid area « Won't abrade skin or clothing

» Doesn't hold sand and water like carpeting does

H-14 Supergrip Kit
H-14 SG Turbo Kit

$19.95 H-16 Supergrip Kit
$24.95 H-18 Supergrip Kit

H-14/16 Race Strips: for deck aft of rear x-bar $2.00
KITS INCLUDE: Neoprene, adhesive, applicator and instructions

SPUR GROMMET KITS

Doubles number of grommets across rear of trampoline, where
load is greatest. Tightens trampoline and reduces flexing of
frame. Spreads weight load—lengthens life of trampoline. Extra
lacing keeps mainsheet from slipping thru trampoline Makes
trampoline taut and bouncy—water doesn't pool. Renews life of
old trampolines

STANDARD KIT $15.95
Includes installation tools, instructions for grommets to secure
hiking straps and double centerline OR rear lacing

DELUXE KIT

Double grommets both centerline AND rear lacing

BUNGIE
REACHING-RIGHTING SYSTEMS

H-14 $29.95 H-18 $39.95
O'Nemp@

CAT JOHN 2mm. Features front zipper for easy entry and exit
Sleeves are made of waterproof nylon for easy movement. Side
pockets and high collar

Men's Sizes S-M-L-XL $130.95
Ladies’ Sizes 8-14 $130.95

BREEZEBREAKER 1 2mm_ Features front zipper for easy en-
try and exit. Sleeves are made of waterproof nylon for easy
movement. Side pockets and high collar

Men's Sizes S-M-L-XL-XXL $104.95
Ladles’ Sizes 8-14 $104.95

SPORT BOOT 3mm. Has EASY entry w/Velcro closure and
hard neoprene sole
Sizes 5-13

SPORT SOCK 2mm. Great inside shoes or boots!
Sizes 5-12

$19.95

H-16 $34.95

$37.50

$25.00

BOOKS

Welcome To A Fleet

Book |, Boatspeed, Revised

Book I, Tactics. ...
Hobie Cat Sailing
Worrell 1000. . AR e
Elvstrom’s Yacht Racing Rules
Hobie Cat Class Racing Rules

RADITCH

TrueTell wind indicator
Enforcer--protest flag . . ..

ONE FREE BUMPER STICKER with Order.
SPECIFY STYLE: "I'd Rather Be Sailing,” “I've Got Cat
Fever,” "Get High on a Hobie,"” or “Monohulls Are Half-
Fast Bumper Stickers — 50¢ ea., 3 for $1.00

Introducing a better way to
dress for sailing

You don't need a lot of bulky underlayers or wet rubber
suits 1o stay warm. We offer light-weightlayers to keep you
warm, dry and comfortable under the most severe

conditions

LIFA a revolutionary polyprophylene bodywear allows

body heat to force perspiration through the knit, yet keep

your body warm. Wool or cotton bodywear absorbs

moisture and holds it against your skin, thus sealing out

natural body warmth, which can cause hypothermia
Color — NAVY

Long-Sleeve Turtleneck ....XS-XL

Long-Sleeve Crewneck

Men's Long Pants w/fly

Women's Long Pants

ONE-PIECE SAILING SUIT
factory heat-sealed and then taped on the inside to prevent
leakage. The double storm cuffs feature elastic inner cuffs
and Velcro-closure outer cuffs plus the double zipper
closure has an inner storm bib with Velcro-closure outer
flap. The hood hides away in the collar while the chest
stripes feature a large enclosed pocket

Nylon Sult $135.00 Gore-Tex Suit $245.00

Double-stitched seams are

ORDER NOW. Send check, money order, VISA or Mastercard number (include expiration date). Florida residents add 5% sales
tax. Add freight and handling equal to 50% of order ($2.00 min.—$10.00 max.). Prices subject to change

Orders Only:

Call Toll Free I-8m-874“-5359

IN FLORIDA CALL COLLECT, ASK FOR RICK WHITEHURST (904) 456-2924
DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOME

hitehurst
arine
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P.O. BOX 3146
PENSACOLA, FL 32516

$24.95
$29.95

computer operator only needs to enter the
sail numbers as fast as possible and press
the enter key after each one. If a mistake is
made, the computer will let the operator
know the number was not accurate and
will show the previous number on the
screen so he does not lose track of his
place in the order of finish. The machine
will also alert the operator if he has entered
a number before. The only thing the com-
puter cannot do is tell if a number was
missed and not entered when it should
have been.

Next, the computer will ask if any DNFs
or PMSs (premature starters) should be
entered, at which point the appropriate sail
numbers are put into the computer. It will
ask if the results should be printed with the
throwout deducted and whether all class
results or just one should be printed. When
the computer receives the instructions to
print the results, it automatically breaks ties
using the Hobie Class Association method
or the International Yacht Racing Union
method, whichever is preferred. Results
are printed with the names of the crew,
their hometown, their points and their
weight.

To some, this may sound too good to be
true. However, according to Thomas, the
system was not set up easily. Several
unpleasent instances occured before all
the “bugs” were worked out of the program
and it reached its present state of perfec-
tion. One problem forced Thomas to stay
up until four o’clock in the morning trying to
figure out what went wrong. At another
event, he was demonstrating the wonders
of his new system when he attempted to
change the score on one of the boats. He
used his own sail number which was,
unfortunately, the lowest number at the
regatta. That caused a malfunction and the
computer would not take the information.
Embarrassed but undaunted, Thomas
went back to the drawing board and
emerged with his present program which
has worked flawlessly since, a rarity in the
world of programming

Two other Hobie Cat sailors, Jack Hig-
gins and Rich May have also had good
luck with a program they have written for
scoring regattas. With much the same
philosophy as Thomas, May and Higgins
developed a similar program which does
not require the committee to distinguish
between classes at the finish line. They felt
that ribbons on the booms could be hard
to see and mistakes easy to make. To solve
the problem, they wrote their program so
that, like Thomas, just sail numbers would
have to be entered in the order of finish
and, if the proper prerace work had been
done, the computer would do the rest

Their program also computes DNFs and
over early numbers. When a printout of the
results is requested, the program will check
for throw outs, protests and will break ties
using the Hobie Class Association's meth-
ods. It will then sort results by fleets. Like
Thomas', Higgins and May's program will



allow for rescoring if a mistake was made
and penalties can be removed from a
racer's score.

“The most recent regatta we scored with
the program was the Hobie 16 Division ||
Championships in Long Beach, California,”
said May. “For 86 boats, it took about 15
minutes to enter the results for a race and
have them printed out. In three years of
operation, Higgins and May have not
uncovered a situation that their program
rejected.

Higgins and May's program will not per-
form some of the tasks that Thomas'
program will. For example, it will not com-
pute a continuous average in the case of a
material prejudice and will not print mailing
labels. Since it is Hobie Cat specific, it will
not score using an Olympic scoring sys-
tem and it will not break ties using the IYRU
method. However, it will perform every
scoring task that Hobie Cat race commit-
tees should encounter.

Therein may lie the difference between
the two systems. Thomas' package should
be regarded as a total regatta system,
while Higgins and May's program is more
scoring specific. Other differences exist in
the actual mechanics of the two systems.
Thomas' program will operate on IBM and
IBM compatible computers as well as the
Texas Instrument Professional Computer. It
runs with an MS Dos 2.0 operating system
and is written in MS PASCAL language. It
requires a 192K memory capacity. Higgins
and May's program will run on any Apple I,
Apple lle or Apple lic computer with 48K
memory and one disk drive. The program
is written in BASIC language. Both pro-
grams require the use of an 80 column
printer that is capable of printing in con-
densed mode. A dot matrix printer is
recommended.

The number of boats that the systems
will accept also varies. Thomas' program
will score 500 boats in 12 different classes
for a maximum of 15 races. Higgins and
May's system is a sort of matrix in that
several variations are possible. For a five
race regatta, it will score just over 300
boats in a maximum of 15 fleets. Their
program will score up to ten races, but for
every additional race scored, the number
of boats must be reduced.

One big difference between the two
programs is the price. Thomas is market-
ing his through the Hobie Class
Association for $200.00. May states that he
and Higgins will sell theirs for $10.00 and a
T-shirt from any regatta that uses the pro-
gram. Fleets must also send a blank disk to
Higgins so that he can transfer his program
onto it and send it back to the fleet. Fleets
wishing to buy or find out more about
Thomas' program should contact the
Hobie World Class Association, P.O. Box
1008, Oceanside, California 92054. To
learn more about Higgins and May's, write
to Jack Higgins, 4762 Premiere, Long
Beach, California 90808 or call (213)

421-2009. -

Bare Boat Charter —

Hobie 33

Boats are like women...some are
built for comfort and some are built for

speed.

Here's one that's built for both, and you
don’t even have to marry her. Charter

her from us.

FLORIDA COASTAL

or Coastal Georgia.

Our unique service allows you to start
anywhere and finish anywhere within

our cruising area.

Other services available

tation, and provisioning.

Remember, you don’t need a passport

CHARTERS
offers the exciting new HOBIE 33 for
bare boat charter anywhere in Florida

include
weekend instruction, ground transpor

( CAMPING?
HUNTING?

‘

or typhoid shots to cruise in Florida so -

plan now to charter with us.

Name
FLORIDA P
COASTAL ; %g Address:
CHARTERS
PO. Box 13228  \ &‘ Clty. State. zip
Gainesville, Fla. 32604 Dy RecTech Industries
(904) 372-0112 P.O. Box 1461 League City, TX 77573
% (713) 332-3177 J

FISHING?

Could your pickup or van use-
-40 cubic feet of storage space?
-a queensized sleeping area?

RecTech’s utility camping bed fits in your
pickup or van and provides-

*40 cubic feet of storage, under the bed
*Telescopes into a queensized sleeping area
*Removes in minutes, stores in a 6"x18"x54"
space
*Constructed of quality 16 guage steel tubing

"Do-It-Yourself” kit, frame only $79 plus shipping
Deluxe Camping Bed (as pictured) $159 plus shipping

\

Order now or send for free brochure

WATERSPORTS CHRONOGRAPHS

“CASIO ®Stopwatoh =

WATERIOOMRESIBT

PACIFIC WATERSPORTS ACCESSORIES CORPORATION
P.0. BOX 806, CARPINTERIA, CA 93013 (805) 684-4987

Serving the Watersports Industry Since 1974 - Dealer Inquiries Invited

LOOK WHAT'S NEW:

Model W500 (shown): The perfect chronograph for
Hobie racers, W500 features fwo programmable
countdown timers that restart each other. The watch
will thus “rollover” with alarms every 5 minutes (or
any interval you choose). Also features 10 hour stop-
watch, twin counters and daily alarm: $40.95

THIS MONTH’S SPECIALS:

e W27: New 50 meter plastic with solar-assisted
battery and countdown timer: $31.95

* DW200: 200 meter plastic multi-alarm with auto-
reset countdown timer: $35.95

* LW601C: 50 meter ladies; stainless case with plas-
tic strap, countdown timer with alarm: $27.95

* TS1000: 100 meter plastic temperature sensor; tells
air or water temp. and the time in eight cities
around the world: $46.95

All above watches have 24 hour alarms, stopwatches
and more! For a complete description of all our
watches, write for a free one-year subscription to our
catalog.

All watches come with a 1-year factory warranty plus
our own 10-day money back guarantee. To order,
send check or money order for the total amount plus
$2.00 shipping for each watch. Add an additional
$2.00 if you want UPS air delivery.

WE ACCEPT VISA & MASTERCARD.

California residents add 6% sales tax.
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"THE SEASON

They'll remember your Christmas present in
July when you give the HOTLINE in
December. And it’s the easiest shopping
you'll have to do; just fill out the form and
mail it in today.




The KISME Family

Of Guaranteed Catamaran Hardware

A The Quick A S 4 The OK Option
29.95 Ay 49.95/pr

The TLC . . .
39.95/pr The IT The Plain OK
26.95/pr 34.95/pr

The Quick: An integrated quick connect/disconnect jib clew clevis. Complete with Harken blocks and a captured
Avibank fast pin. Nothing To fumble, drop or lose. A real bargain for all Hobies®.

The OK: A truely incredible jib control upgrade for the H-16. Expensive, but absolutely the easiest thing on the
market to cleat, uncleat, or to trim that jib! ... Truely spectacular “crew comfort” when combined with the Quick.

The OK Option: The best conventional cleating jib control upgrade for the H-16 on the market. A must for
serious sailors who prefer conventional cleating.

The TLC: The Tiller Linkage Connector that guarantees satisfaction. No slop, no bind, no maintenance, no
springs. Foolproof installation. For all Hobies®. Not class legal, request pending.

The IT: An integrated traveler specifically designed for H-16 “up to uncleat” operation without all that garbage on
your front crossbar. An inexpensive upgrade for older and new boats (comes without the cam cleats).

The Plain OK: The ultra low stack-up H-16 jib traveler car. User selects his own blocks. All OK’s have built-in
connector points for a remote traveler control system. Complete with pyramid springs and clevis pins.

Possible Future Additions: Yes Clyde, there’s a lot more to come!!

For additional product information, look for the KISME trademark in previous 1984 Hot Line issues.
Distributed through SSI and Murray’s.

Simply Better

© 1983 KISME, INC. (All Rights Reserved) 118 Millridge Rd., Universal City, Texas 78148
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Christmas Ideas
from MURRAYS

Our BEST VALUES in
Bags ‘N Coolers

Wetsuit Traveler Bag

#38-1801 $19.95

« Traveler bag for: john, jacket, boots &
gloves, harness and life vest.

* Extra wide hanger reduces strain & stretch
on wetsuit shoulders. )
* Dry Storage: hang in open position.
« Wet or dry transportation:
carry in closed position.

* Drying container: hang in
open position in out-of-doors.
+ Color: Navy blue with gold
mesh openings.

Surf 'N Sport Duffle Bag
#31-4301 $19.95
« Travel bag for wet or dry clothing or gear.
Large capacity: (26.5"L x 11.5"W x 12"D)

* Two inside compartments: one large,
one smaller.

* Two outside
compartments: one with
Zipper, one open.

» Bottom stiffener.

* Removable, adjustable
shoulder strap.

« soft-sided luggage fits
and stores in less space.

» Color; Navy blue with
redl/yellow/orange stripes
on top.

Thirst-Aid 12 Cooler #37-2010 $24.95

« Soft-side, insulated cooler doesn’t kick-back when you bump it.
: Collapses for

out-of-the-way storage.

« Aftaches to trampoline or

mast; Use in car or on a

picnic

» Capacity for 12 cans plus

ice (12"L x 3"W x 18"D)

« Fits through 6" access

ports for in-hull storage.

+ Colors: blue, orange,

yellow or silver.

Thirst-Aid 6 Cooler
#37-2011 $13.95

* Features and construction same
as Thirst-Aid 12.

» Capacity for 6 cans plus ice
(6"Lx 3"W x18"D)

« Fits through 6" access ports for
in-hull storage.

« Colors: blue, orange, yellow.

BELE B
See your local dealer for these and other useful products and
gift ideas from Murrays Marine.

'

SAIL REPAIR

AS SAILMAKERS FOR 14 YEARS
AND HOBIE DEALERS FOR 12
YEARS, WE SOLICIT YOUR
WINDOW INSTALLATION, BOLTROPE y
AND BATTEN POCKET REPAIRS,
TRAMPOLINE WORK, ETC. FIVE @5
TO TEN DAY TURN AROUND. [
EXCELLENT WORKMANSHIP /]

INSURANCE ESTIMATES (\ 3
® /
L i

48 HOUR SERVICE AT
DOUBLE RATES AND
TIME AVAILABILITY
CALL FOR QUOTE OR
SEE YOUR

or HOLDEROEALER

ALSO

noiner (OVERS

"Banana Peels" are y snug tilizing delr zippers
along quwhale ‘uv‘ zxn- ]
storage or mast dowr

e trampoline
hulls and t

y special
fr All other orders
For price guide on sail repairs

1744 ¢ ot So.
] ROOKE SAILS ., m i

PS, OOD includ
manufactured

and info on other

Domestic shipping . . .
California residents

add 5% ($2 min, $10 max)
. add 6% sales tax

I[ ll
/ // P.0.Box 490, Carpinteria, CA 93013

MU RRHYS MARINE (805 684-8393

8/HOBIE HOTLINE

Hobie Sailors have more Fun

Trailex Anodized Aluminum

Trailers for Hobies assure
that Fun

¢ LIGHTWEIGHT - for Beach Launch
- Compact Towing
¢ NO RUST - Maintenance Free

® STRONG - Heat treated Special
Extrusions

3 YEAR GUARANTEE

Various optional tire sizes available.

TRAILEX aluminum
trailers are also available for EXPORT.
Shipped knocked down and packaged in
strong export cartons. Dealers write for

Information. The Original Aluminum Trailer

TRAILEX is now manufacturing a lightweight (145 Ibs.)
aluminum trailer for the new Hobie Cat 18.

Ask your dealer about obtaining one of
our aluminum trailers for your Hobie Cat.

TRAILEX, INC.
Box H, 60 Industrial Park Dr., Canfield, Ohio 44406
Phone (216) 533-6814




By Brian Alexander

he summer's over and it's time to put
the boat away for the winter. It's a sad job,
but, after all, you can' sail past the last
warm days of the fall, can you? Too bad.
The wind is often better in many parts of
the country during the fall and winter
months and the sailing could be exciting.
Well there is good news for those sailors
who have decided that they want a little
more out of their sailing season than the
time between Memorial Day and Labor
Day. It's the advent of the drysuit, those
high tech rubber wonders that can keep
your body warm and let you enjoy sailing
far into cold months. They may even start
atradition of a Christmas Day hull fly
contest.

Drysuits really got their sea legs in
Northern Europe when the popularity of
sailboarding ran into the reality of cold
conditions. Since the water temperatures
are always cold, drysuit technology was
borrowed from the scuba diving
community and applied with modifications
to the needs of sailboarders. Now, the suits
have been further developed and
designed to the needs of sailors of all
types of boats. They are especially
appropriate for the catamaran sailor who
cannot avoid taking on a little water.

The drysuit concept is really a simple
one. Justimagine wearing a comfortable
garbage bag. The garbage bag cannot
keep you warm, but it will keep you dry.
Instead of designing suits that will keep

A drysuit is sure to extend both ends
of every cat sailor’s season.

(53 LT T S

MU RRAY'S MAR'NE Murray's Marine, a California based sailing products

distributor, offers a full suit and a drysuit jacket. The full suit is reinforced at the rear and the knees
for added abrasion protection. It's made of PVC with a polyester lining, which is reportedly
comfortable next to the skin. A loose fitting style is utilized for freedom of movement, with Latex
neck, wrist, and ankle seals. The drysuit jacket is also made of PVC with a polyester lining, is loose-
fitting, and has Latex wrist, neck and seals. In addition, the jacket has a rubber waistband which
acts as a seal. All seams are stitched and then welded. It's reported that you can swim in this jacket
without getting your top wet. For more information, contact Murray’s Marine, P.0. Box 490,
Carpinteria, California 33013 or call (805) 684-8393.
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IRYSUITS

you warm by themselves, drysuit
manufacturers have designed suits that
will keep you dry and let the clothing you
wear underneath keep you warm. While
the drysuit system does have some
disadvantages, such as being more
restrictive of body movements than what
Hobie sailors may be used to, they do
work, and, if you just cant let go of your
Hobie after the summer's over, drysuits are
amust.

Drysuits use a watertight environment
which allows the wearer to insulate his
body with underclothing and trapped air.
Since the drysuit is sealed with Latex at the
wrists, ankles and neck, the air is trapped
next to the body and is heated with the
body's natural expiration. One drawback is
possible overheating, especially if a sailor
happens to work as hard as catamaran
sailors often do. Depending on the fabric
the suit is made of, this can be mitigated
somewhat.

PVC is one of the most common
materials found in drysuits. Some suits are
made of PVC exclusively and others
incorporate other fabrics into the design.
An advantage of PVC is the fact that it is
totally water proof and is inexpensive in
relation to other materials. Also, the seams
on a PVC suit can be sealed easily.
Unfortunately, the seams are sometimes
weaker than the rest of the suit and may
come apart in areas of great stress. PVC,
being one of the least breathable of the
drysuit fabrics, is more apt to trap hot air,
but, because it is so thin, and so much
cold air comes in contact with it, sailors
may experience an uncomfortable amount
of condensation and the suit may acquire
aclammy feel.

Another common drysuit material is
neoprene which also has advantages and
disadvantages. Hard core sailors who will
venture out in any weather will be glad to
know that the insulating capabilities of
neoprene are greater than the other
materials used in making drysuits. But, if
the weather is not quite arctic, these suits
can actually be too warm. Because they
are made out of the same material used in
wetsuits, the neoprene dry suits fit more
snugly to maintain lots of insulation
capacity. This tends to make the neoprene
suits more restrictive.

The third common dry suit base material
is nylon that has been combined with a
waterproof coating such as Gore-Tex or
Avi-Lastic. This type of suit is significantly
more expensive but it does offer some
advantages over the others. Because the

20/ HOBIE HOTLINE

coatings are breathable, they will be less
likely to trap perspiration and
condensation. The suits are generally
lighter and abuse resistant, but, because
they are new, some experts are skeptical
about their water resistance over a period
of years.

Another variation among various makes
of drysuits is attached features such as
booties or hoods. While some suits stop at
the ankle with the Latex ring, others have a
bootie molded right onto the leg. This
helps keep your toes as dry as the rest of
your body, but the booties need to be
protected, so you'll have to wear a regular
pair of sailing booties over them anyway.
Many sailors prefer to just wear a pair of
waterproof booties separately. Hoods
often come rolled up in a pouch at the
back of the suit and can be brought out at
amoment’s notice if a sailor's head
becomes cold. This is an especially
important feature since most body heat
leaves through the scalp. Some sailors
prefer to wear a knit cap, but catamaran
sailors, should they wish to wear a knit
cap, should have a waterproof hood over
it. A wet knit cap does not provide a lot of
insulation.

Gloves are another addition that many
cat sailors should be sure not to forget.
When the wind is cold and hands are wet,
it can be next to impossible to maintain any
sort of dexterity. Ski gloves are out since
they'll be soaked in minutes. The traditional
neoprene sailing gloves will offer some
protection, but, depending upon how cold
it is, they may not be enough. According to
Chris Johannessen of Afterguard Marine
in New Haven, Connecticut, some sailors
have solved this dilemma by wearing
rubber dishwashing gloves over wool or
polypropylene liners and then sealing with
duct tape or other strong tape. Care
should be taken when using this method
so removing the tape does not damage
the suit.

Still another distinction between drysuits
is the one piece vs. the two piece design.
One piece suits are usually worn by
stepping in through the back and then
sealing the suit with a zipper across the
back of the shoulders. The zippers are
completely waterproof, but require the
assistance of another person to close
them. This can be especially inconvenient
for sailors who may have to relieve
themselves while out on the water. Also, if
you find that you have worn too much
clothing underneath the dry suit, removing
a layer can be particularly difficult.

The two piece suit is usually neoprene
or another type of fabric. The top and
bottom are sealed at the waist. On one
type, for instance, bands of rubber are
attached to the top and bottom. The pants
are put on first, then, when the jersey has
been pulled over, the two bands are rolled
up together to form a thinner, unified band
around the waist. This is then covered with

RUKKA Rukka, a Finland based

manufacturer, makes four drysuits; Surfing I,
Surfing I, Sailing | and Sailing II. As the name
implies, the Sailing | and Il are more appropriate
for cat sailing although Surfing | and Il designed
for sailboarding, may interest some skippers.
Sailing | is a polymid fabric with a polyurethane
coating. Due to the polyurethane over polymid
fabric, the suit will stretch up to 75% to allow
for movement on the boat. This sytem also
allows the suit to breathe slightly. Neck, wrists
and ankle cuffs are Latex rubber. Extra
strengthening has been incorporated into the
knees and the rear. The back has been cut extra
long for more freedom of movement.

Rukka’s Sailing Il is also a polymid base but is
coated with PVC, the outside of which has been
embossed to resist slipping. Again, the cuffs are
Latex rubber and the knees and back have been
strengthened. An elastic cord has been added to
the waist to gather in the suit’s generous
amount of material which has been designed into
the Sailing Il for flexibility. For more on Rukka
products, write Rukka USA 5406 Glen Alden
Dr., Richmond, VA 23231 or call (804)
226-4087.



RON NY AMER'CA Ronny America’s Thermal Rollover

(left) and Polyurethane Rollover (right), are two of the newest additions to
the U.S. drysuit market. The suits, made in Munich, Germany, operate as a
system. The Thermal Rollover is a two piece drysuit with three mm
Ronnyprene™ bottoms and a polyurethane top stuffed with Halofill
insulation for extra warmth. An uninsulated windshell vest with front
drainage pouch completes the ensemble.

The baggy style Polyurethane Rollover features a polyurethane long john
shell for high flexibility, a neoprene waist and a polyurethane top. The
thermal covering vest is polyurethane Halofill. For more information about
Ronny America, write 555 Soquel Avenue, Suite 320, Santa Cruz, CA
95062 or call (408) 423-0150.

HARISHOK Britain's Harishok Drysuit is made of nylon which

is pressure coated with rubber to deter delamination. Rubber seals protect
the wrist, neck and ankles and an airtight back zipper has been especially
strengthened against bursting. The knees have been reinforced for extra
protection, and the suits sport bright colors which add a bit of pizzaz. The
company boasts that their suits can withstand depths of ten meters and
remain completely water proof. For more information, contact Harishok's
U.S. distributor, International Sailing Products, P.0. Box 355, Oyster Bay,
NY 11771 or call (516) 922-5182.

MUSTO Britain's Musto and Hyde have developed a new type of
drysuit called, simply, the Musto Drysuit. The suit is made of hand taped
waterproof fabric which is then coated with several layers of waterproof
neoprene film. Since the suit is two pieces, there is no back zipper. Two
sections of rubber, one around the top of the pants and one around the
bottom of the jersey, are rolled together to form one watertight band
around the waist. This assembly is then covered by the elasticized top for
further protection. Suspenders enable the pants to be cut larger than some
other suits which gives them a good deal of flexibility. The rubber booties
are designed into the suit and should be protected with other sailing
booties.

The company claims that, beside being lighter, its fabric is much less apt
to create condensation than some PVC suits. For more information, contact
Musto’s U.S. distributor, Afterguard Marine, 254 Kimberly Ave.,

New Haven, CT 06519 or call (203) 562-4430.
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DRYSUITS

the bottom of a Gore-Tex jersey which
protects the seal and prevents it (in theory)
from unravelling.

Whichever type of suit you decide upon,
there are some tricks to putting it on. The
rubber closures will tend to grab at your
skin and hair while you enter. To avoid this,
sprinkle some talc onto the Latex seals at
the ankles, wrists and head. Like
Tupperware®, you'l also have to burp your
suit after you put it on. To do so, just crouch
down in a fetal position while holding the
band around the neck open to aliow the
trapped air to escape. Applying wax or
paraffin to the zipper will help it last longer
and make it easier to open and close.

What to wear under the suit is a matter
for debate. Some sailors think that wetsuits
under the drysuits are uncomfortable and
do not provide a warm feeling (See "An Icy
Wilkommen" on page 26). Others feel that
wearing a wetsuit under a drysuit provides
a greater margin of safety in case the
drysuit should puncture. In case of a
failure, the clothing would become soaked,
lose its insulating ability and add a lot of
extra weight to contend with. A wetsuit, on
the other hand, retains its insulating ability
and is much lighter than clothing. With the
advent of polypropylene fabrics, many
sailors are turning to underwear made of
this breathable material because of its
great warmth gathering ability and
because it will allow perspiration to escape
the surface of the skin to relieve that
uncomfortable feeling of increasing
moaisture, something that wetsuits cannot
provide.

Drysuits really take very little extra care.
Preserving them is a matter of being a little
more careful when you have them on.
Because a small hole in a dry suit means a
lot more than a small hole in a wet suit,
sailors should be wary of catching the
material on a piece of hardware, loose or
frayed stays or any other thing that might
cause a rip or tear. Some drysuits are more
resistant to abrasion than others. Constant
scrambling across the trampoline of a
Hobie, trapezing and hiking out on non-
skid could cause the fabric to become
rough and eventually leak. Hobie sailors
who spend any time out on the wire should
wear shorts or some other protection over
the outside of the drysuit to prevent
chafing.

If a seam should separate or a hole
should be punctured in the suit, they are
easy to repair with any quality rubber or
neoprene sealant. Wet Seal and Aqua Seal
both make wetsuit repair formulas which
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can be used to fix drysuits. Rubber
cements, heat sensitive glues and PVC
patches affixed to the inside of the suits
also work well. In the case of abrasions
where the damage may be spread over an
area of several inches, patches are
probably the best remedy. As with other
materials, drysuits should always be rinsed
off with fresh water whenever you've been
sailing in salt water.

When shopping for a drysuit, you should
ask questions. Is the suit guaranteed? If so,
for how long? How cold does it get in the
area and what conditions usually prevail?
Does the suit have all the features required
for safe and comfortable sailing? Are a lot
of extras really necessary, or will a simple
suit be enough? Be sure to try the suit on,
and, if possible, go for a short sail to see
how restricted you will be. If it is impossible
to sail in the suit, at least spend some time
walking around the shop and moving your
arms and legs. With prices of drysuits
ranging from $200.00 to $400.00, you
should be sure of what you're getting

Even with the cold water protection
afforded by drysuits, its important to keep
in mind that the only thing standing
between you and icy water is a thin layer of
synthetic fabric. For that reason, no cold
weather safety precautions should be
ignored. Do not sail far from land. Do not
sail in rough weather. Remember to wear a
lifevest over the suit and don't go out alone.
Keep in mind that if your suit springs a
leak, it can fill up with water rapidly and
you'll be weighed down with several
gallons of cold water which could make
swimming almost impossible. Catamaran
sailors should be especially conscious of
this fact because of the higher instance of
capsizes which leads to more time in the
water than most monohull sailors. Still, cat
sailors should not hesitate to seek the
adventure that fall and winter sailing can
offer. With these precautions in mind, cold
weather sailing can provide some of the
best thrills of the year.

O . NE' LL 0'Neill’s Oasis is a neoprene

based drysuit with nylon additions at neck,
ankle, and wrist seals with extra nylon
strengthening in the rear, the leg backs and
underarms. The extra feature of a lanyard pull
on the back shoulder zipper should make this
suit a little easier to climb into than some other
one piece drysuits. For more information,
contact O'Neill, 1071 41st Ave., Santa Cruz, CA
95062 or call (408) 475-7500.

MORE SUITS

RI PCU RL Ripcurl USA is about to

introduce a new concept in drysuit protection
called The Icebreaker. The suit, which should be
available in November, is, according to company
sources, a ““dry wetsuit.” It is all neoprene with
nylon additions for extra strength and comfort.
Four mm thicknesses protect the body and legs
with three mm in the loose fitting arms.
Contoured, snug fitting gasket cuffs protect the
wrists, ankles and neck and ankle cinches have
been added to lend extra protection against

water entry. A detachable rear hood of nylon
covered neoprene is designed to be attached to
the neck gasket with velcro fasteners.

Nylon has been placed over the neoprene
from the knees down and around the base of the
neck. A unique feature to Ripcurl’s new suit is
the vertical zipper which allows one person to
climb into the suit without help from another.
Ripcurl stresses that the suit is not designed to
be completely waterproof, but is intended to
allow a thin layer of water to enter the suit. The
water is then heated by the body to provide
insulation. Of course, no clothing should be worn
underneath The Icebreaker. For more information
about Ripcurl, write Ripcurl USA, 3801 S. El
Camino Real, San Clemente, CA 92672 or call
(714) 498-4920.



lMPERIAL Imperial Manufacturing’s

Imperial Dry Shell, described as “super light,” is
also urethane coated nylon. Special
strengtheners have been added to the knees to
support areas of extra stress. The seals at the
wrists, neck and ankle are flexible Latex. The
seams are triple sealed with urethane tape,
chain stitching and heat treatment. A shoulder
back zipper seals the suit. For more information,
write Imperial Manufacturing, P.0. Box 4119,
Bremerton, WA 98312 or call (206) 674-2316.

IMHOFF Imhoff offers two drysuits,

the Surf and the Supreme, both of which are
designed to fit moderately loose. The legs and
torso of the Surf are made of 3 mm neoprene so
that the suit will continue to provide insulation if
punctured. The arms, shoulder and chest are
constructed of waterproof nylon to offer
maximum flexibility. The Supreme is Imhoff's
top-of-the-line model and is made of a heavy
nylon fabric waterproofed with clear

polyurethane. All the seams are mauser stitched.

For more information, contact Imhoff's
distributor, International Sailing Products, P.0.
Box 355, Oyster Bay, New York, 11771 or call
(516) 922-5182.

HARVEY'S Harey's Windrider 1
drysuit is one of the latest additions to this
manufacturer’s line of diving and watersports
suits. The Windrider Ill is a nylon shell coated
with urethane. The neck, wrist and ankle seals
are neoprene, but latex cuffs are available. This
suit also features the shoulder back waterproof
zipper. For more information, contact Harvey's,
2505 South 252nd Street, Kent, Washington
98032 or call (206) 824-1114.

O-S-SYSTEMS 0-S-Systems, a

drysuit manufacturer and distributor out of
Oregon, recently introduced an ultralight drysuit
called the Breeze. Weighing one pound, the
Breeze is made of a high quality nylon material
backed with polyurethane. All seams have
quadruple interlocked stitching and are fused
together by a special sealing process. The neck,
wrist and ankle seals on this loose-fitting suit
are made of Latex. Bright colors and a front
triangle insert make the Breeze fashionably
attractive. For more information, contact 0-S-
Systems, 52263 Southeast Third Street,
Scappoose, Oregon, 37056 or call (503)
543-3126.

AQUALA The Aquala Dry Suit is

now available in many styles for any sport or
work. They are ideal for sailing and yacht racing
for many reasons, among them being comfort
and freedom of movement, dryness, non-slip
soles, and the suits survival flotation ability.
Aquala Dry Suits are custom made to individual
measurements. Pictured here is the yachting/
surfing suit. For more information contact
Aquala, Inc., P.0. Box 416C, Carthage, NC
28327 or call (919) 947-3130.
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By Tony Laurent

n June of 1983, Osten Nilsson,
Commodore of Fleet 326 returned home
to Sweden from the Hobie 18 European
Championship in Hyeres, France full of
enthusiasm for hosting such an event in
Sweden. Nilsson and fellow Hobie sailor
Richard Holmquist, quickly prepared a
proposal for bringing the Hobie 16
European Championship to Skanér. After
contact with Coast Catamaran France,
other Scandinavian fleets and potential
sponsors, all seemed to be in order and
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the championship was awarded to
Nilsson's organization. The date was set for
August 3-10 on Sweden's South Coast.
Before it was over, at least 50 people had
become involved in the planning and
organizing of the event and 15 sponsors
contributed both financial and material
support.

Coast Cat France provided 40 fully race
rigged Hobie 16s. The prequalifying
rounds were run on a round robin system
using all the boats and trading after each
race so no skipper had any advantage
over another skipper. Those skippers who
travelled great distances but did not make
the cut were relieved to discover that local
fleets had generously donated the use of
their boats to allow the formation of a B
fleet. Everybody was happy to have a full
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week of racing whether they made the cut
or not. In all, 72 teams competed in the
semi-finals and another 56 teams
comprised the B fleet.

Light wind conditions and a tight
schedule of 12 races in three days
combined to test the skills of on-the-water
organizers. Former Swedish Olympic
coach Andres Larson made excellent use
of the variations allowed by the Hobie
Class Association's course card and
managed to set courses which gave all
skippers an equal chance in the difficult
conditions.

Going into the finals, the Danish teams
seemed to be dominating with six teams in
the finals, but the lead was being held by
the team of Laurent and Fabre over the
second place Team Bress, husband and



wife sailors from Germany. Denmark’s Lars
Hendrickson held third and only two
points separated the next three finalists,
Stoll of Germany, Hansen of Denmark, and
Rovira of Spain.

Conversation at the finalist's party
centered around the wind and the lack
thereof. It finally did come, at about the 20
knot level, and enabled the skippers to
race to the best of their ability. Each of the
top three finalists pulled down some
excellent races and it was becoming
obvious that no one sailor was going to
walk away with the European crown.

Meanwhile, there was some tough
racing going on in B fleet between Ulie
Schmitter of Germany and Italy’s Dominico
de Toro. de Toro had won two races while
Schmitter, although without a bullet in any
race, consistently placed in the top three.
Five teams from Denmark were battling for
third place.

The nervous skippers in the
championship fleet had to wait until
evening of the final day of racing to
discover who won the series. Scores were
so close that the skippers themselves were
unable to figure out all the various possible
permutations. When the results were
posted that evening, the Danish team of

Hendrickson and Schwartz were thrilled to
discover that they had narrowly defeated
Laurent and Fabre by a half point to cop
the European Hobie 16 Championship. The
team of Stoll and von Schrader, former
European champs from Germany, placed
third. Cattin of Switzerland took fourth and
Leptien of Germany squeezed into fifth.
West Germany took the informal title of
championship country with five teams in
the top ten.

Other notable finishes included the
English brother and sister team of Findlay
who gave England its best ever finish in the
Hobie 16 European Championship by
finishing tenth. In all, eight countries were
represented in the top 14 positions. These
teams will go on to sail as Team Europe in
the next Hobie 16 World Championship to
be held in Ft. Walton Beach, Florida. It looks
like Team Europe will be one of the
strongest contenders that the continent has
ever sent to the Hobie 16 World
Championship. -
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By Betty Gantsweg

now flakes and ice on a Hobie
Cat—sound a bitincompatible? Our very
first regatta in Deutschland included both
of the above. It started early one
Saturday morning when we pulled our
Hobie out of our one-cat garage (after
widening the narrow European garage
by removing the door and frame for an
extra two feet of clearance.)

Excitement was high after the
enormous effort it took to reach this
moment of accomplishment. We had
shipped the boat, in pieces, across the
Atlantic, dealt with German insurance,
found a Hobie dealer in Munich, bought
a "schlepwagon’ (trailer), found a Hobie
association, unsuccessfully looked for a
place to keep the boat in the water,
assembled our American boat with
metric tools and tried to learn the German
regatta rules. Through it all, we had to
speak our pidgeon German. It was an
incredible experience, but Marv was
determined to be a Hobie sailor in
Deutschland. So, as we drove out of the
driveway, Corvette pulling Hobie, we felt
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we had conquered “the system.”

Starnberger See (lake) is about 20
minutes from our home in Munich. It's a
large, lovely lake surrounded by tall
evergreens and old Bavarian estates. A
distant view of snow covered peaks
completes the scenic tranquility. We had
been given instructions for finding the
“secret” public entrance down a narrow
ribbon of road. At a particularly confusing
junction, a man on a bicycle, dressed in
lederhosen, long knee stockings and a
green Bavarian hat, handed us what
we determined to be the regatta rules,
printed in German, of course. He then
directed us onward through a private
lane.

“Where do we park the car and the
trailer?” we wondered. “How do we
launch the boat; where's the skipper’s
meeting; what time is the first race?"

That rush of uncertainty was quickly
allayed by the sight of our saviour,
Thomas Kappelmann, the English
speaking Hobie dealer. The first race was
scheduled for noon since Starnberger
See rarely has wind before then, if at all.
The day was clear and sunny with a few
puffs of clouds, but the air was freezing
cold. | was happy to have brought a wool

ommen

hat, scarf, ski gloves and jacket.

Animated circles of sailors were
beginning to form. We exchanged “Guss
Grotts” a Bavarian greeting and followed
them into the old, log cabin, boat
clubhouse. Breakfast offerings of strong
coffee, rolls and marmalade and
homemade cakes sat neatly on the
counter.

After completing the registration in
German, we sat down by the gas heater,
coffee in hand, and chatted with the
others. Most were in the 20-35 age group
with Marv being the “old man of the sea.”
Everyone was extremely friendly and
helpful as they answered questions and
supplied information regarding mark and
flag indentities, start sequences, start
and finish lines, and how to yell
“starboard" in German. Of course, we
only understood 30 percent of the
information, so we decided that winning
would not be our goal for the first regatta.
We just hoped to make it around the
course successfully.

By 10:30, the wind was starting to
flutter the trees so we decided to put the
boat together. Since the Germans
radically rake their masts back in very
light wind, we decided to “do as the



Romans do.” Many sailors came over to
look at our strange California boat with
the full sails (European sails are cut flat)
and other foreign accoutrements like
large storage holds, a bungie cord on the
trampoline, a mast raising bracket and
strange hardware on the rudders and

jib sheet.

By noon the wind was nearing four
Buffords (A Bufford is approximately equal
to six knots) and dark clouds were drifting
overhead. It was really cold.

“Is this the light wind we heard was
common in Germany?” we asked
ourselves. We both put on wetsuits then
layered ourselves with a drysuit
purchased in Germany and considered a
necessity by the Germans. We begged the
wind to stop. After all, we had hoped our
first regatta would have light to moderate
conditions so we could get our “water
legs.” We hadn' sailed since leaving the
U.S. last summer.

By one oclock we were sitting on the
water. Perhaps | should say bouncing. At
any rate, we asked what the funny looking
flags were. A “P?" Everyone was creeping
up on the line. We thought they were going
to run it for practice. Peter did say we had
five more minutes. Did we understand his
German? Bang! We didnt. The gun went
off and all the little Hobies, like a string of
beads, rolled across the start line. We, in
the meantime, were 20 yards away.

“Tighten up and get on the wire,"
shouted Marv. Single trap instantly
progressed to double trap so we both
went out on the wire. What a German
christening. We decided to follow
Kappelmann. After all, he would know
what to do. “Tell me when he tacks,”
ordered Marv.

One after the other they all tacked,
except Kappelmann. We waited and
waited as the boat bucked in every
direction and the wind changed abruptly
every few seconds. When we couldn't wait
any longer, we tacked. The new boat
pointed well and we were actually
catching and passing those ahead.

“Do you see the mark yet?" asked Marv.

“Nein, nein," | replied. Five minutes
passed.

“Yet?"

“Nein, garnicht . . . wait, they're going
around something ahead,” | cried. We
approached to see a two foot high two by
four with a little flag on top sticking out of
the water.

“You've got to be kidding,” said Marv. We
followed the course: triangle (ABC),
banana (AC), triangle.

Marv was having trouble with the block
which was angled incorrectly. The next
moment was like a 35mm frame frozen in
time. The boat tipped 70 degrees as |
dangled helplessly on the wire and Marv
hung, seemingly airborne. The words
didn't come out, but | thought “Can't you
save it, can't you save it?” Splat, over we

went. In my memory resevoir, something
kept repeating the words “Unhook,
unhook.” | scrambled for the hull and
realized how terriffic dry suits are. | still
felt warm.

Well, we were ready to try our new
righting system. Amazingly, both chase
boats instantly came to our service. What
organization. We pulled and leaned and
leaned and pulled with groans aplenty.
Nothing. The line was too short. A lifeline
was thrown to us in a couple of seconds
and our Hobie was again standing tall and
proud. There was just one thing. The
chase boat kept pulling and our Hobie
floated further and further away from us.

“Hey wait," | yelled in a panicky voice,
even though | knew the life jacket would
keep me afloat.

Exhausted from swimming the 20 yards,
starting to chatter from the 35 degree
water and seemingly weighing 200
pounds, | dragged myself back onto the
trampoline. The sail back to shore was less
than pleasant, but staggering off the boat
and walking on those slippery hard stones
was heavenly.

In the clubhouse, | huddled with several
others sitting in front of the gas stove. One
kind man handed me a wool blanket in
which to wrap myself. The sailors dribbled
in two at a time telling each other stories of
seven Buffords and frostbitten hands. At
lunch time, the boat club wives began
selling wurst and sauerkraut with thick
slices of heavy bread and steaming
tomato soup with billiard ball sized
knudels. The feeling was of warm
camaraderie as all shared stories and
experiences. Among the chatter, | picked
up the words "Es schneit” (It's snowing). |
clambered to the window to see big white
blotches plopping on the beached boats.
Sailing in snow? Disbelief diminished
when | realized they decided to have the
next race as soon as it stopped snowing. It
didn't. At 4:30, Marv was taking down the
sails in the snow. Incredulous is not a
strong enough word to describe the
feelings of two California sailors.

Dinner was at a warm Gasthaus down
the road where the people were incrediby
friendly and accepting of two foreigners.
They even explained that the start and
finish lines were not the same. The lee pin
of the start line is used as C mark. As soon
as the last boat crosses the start line, the
committee boat moves down the course
and forms the finish line with A mark acting
as the lee bouy. Outside, white encrusted
cars, trees and a crunchy pathway gave
the scene a middle of winter look as we
scurried to our car. Tomorrow was another
day for Hobies in Deutschland.

At 8:30 Sunday morning, we arrived to
an incredible picture: frozen Hobie Cats.
The trampolines were covered with snow
and the sheets were solid ice. They were
impossible to untie. The day was sunny
and windless, so we joined the othersin

the clubhouse for breakfast and the long
wait for wind and defrosting. Reiner,
Manfred, Hermann, Ingrid and we (Bettina
and Markus, our German names), sat
around comiserating about the cold. The
same weather conditions had occured two
years earlier at Starnberger See so it
wasn't so freakish. We pleased them with
stories of warm California sailing and
piqued their interest with tales of year-long
seasons.

About 11:00 Wilhelm made the
announcement: “Genug Wind, wir gehen”
(Enough wind, lets go). We scraped the ice
off the trampoline and poured water over
the sheets to thaw them out. The wind was
up and Marv's fingers were almost too
numb to put up the sails. We dressed in
long johns, jeans, wool sweaters and hats
then covered with the dry suits. The
wetsuits under the dry suits had felt too
clammy. This was sheer craziness; these
Germans were certainly a hardy bunch.

The wind was already at double trap,
and as we waited for the wind, the biting
cold made hands, feet and face numb. A
cluster of boats bobbed near the start boat
and we crept down the line vying for clear
air. “Funf, vier, drei, zwei, eins, start!" We
had clear air and we were hauling right out
in front. Two minutes later, absolutely
freezing cold with no feeling in my hands
and visions of turtling, hypothermia, and
frostbitten finters in my head, | started to
cry uncontrollably. “What's the matter? |
repeated Marv's concerned inquiry, “This
isn't any fun; its awful. Please, lets go
back," | begged.

The sail back was an eternity. | was
huddled in a mass of crying and quivering.
Columbus Gantsweg landed — still alive —
and dragged her quaking body into the
clubhouse. | joined several others sitting
around the heater. Anneliese suggested |
take off my boots, gloves and dry suit. She
brought over some dry towels and started
rubbing life into my half dead appen-
dages. | was really touched by this, a
perfect stranger giving me such gentle
care. Cups of hot tea and rum finally
lessened the shivering. The group around
the heater grew as frozen sailors trickled in.
There was more to life than “"staying with
the boat.”

Some did actually complete the triangle-
banana-triangle course and we did have
an awards ceremony after everyone had
derigged their boats. They started with first
place and worked down to eighth,
handing out, appropriately, beer mug
trophies. Cheers to the conquering souls
of Starnberger See.

We said our goodbyes and tentatively
agreed to meet the next weekend in
Austria at Attersee. Driving through the
village, Corvette pulling Hobie Cat, the
swiveled heads and double takes made us
realize that we must have been a strange
apparition, a pulsating phenomenon cry-
ing "American, American, American.” 3¢
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pproximately 3,000 years ago,
tribes of Asiatic sailors took to ocean going
catamarans and began one of the greatest
migrations in the history of mankind.
Through expert knowledge of stellar navi-
gation, they kept their boats, laden with as
many as 150 people, animals and supplies,
on course toward the new lands of present
day New Guinea and the islands of Fiji and
Tonga where they established a society
and culture that spread over the rest of the
Pacific Islands to Tahiti and, finally, Hawai.
The Hobie Cats of Feet 252 have inherited
this great catamaran tradition and now ply
those same azure waters off the Fiji Islands
as the native sailors of the past.

The Fijian island of Viti Levu became the
hub around which the other peoples of the
South Pacific revolved. It is thought that the
further forays to the Society and Tahitian
islands were launched from Fiji and arche-
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ologists now believe that the oldest
settlements in the South Pacific islands
were established on Viti Levu which then
became the hub for further migrations to
Tonga, and beyond. How the ancient
Fijlans managed to navigate to these
islands is probably the greatest catamaran
story of all time.

As archeologists learn more about these
seafaring people, they become more
amazed by their accomplishments on the
water. Three thousand years ago, the great
navigators of Phoenicia were still hugging
the coastline of the Mediterranean. The
beginnings of the great Nordic explora-
tions were still more than a thousand years
away. Yet the Melanesians were covering
great expanses of ocean in catamarans
built without the aid of any metal parts. No
nails, hammers or chisels were available.
All work was done by hand with stone
tools.

The catamarans, properly called druas,
were very similar to present day cata-
marans with their dual, asymmetrical hull
design. Because all the tools were made of
stone or solidified volcanic ash which looks
similar to black glass, slivers of the wood
had to be chipped away, much like a
sculptor chips away at a piece of marble.
After each plank had been shaped cor-
rectly, it was joined to another plank with
the husks of immature coconuts acting as
both the glue and the sealant. The husks
were warmed to a soft, almost gooey
consistency and laid down with the ends of
each piece overlapping onto the one laid
down before it. Rope, also made of
coconut husks, was threaded through
holes drilled in the wood of each plank.
The ends were tied together to act as a
press until the seal had taken. Tree sap and
coconut husks were used to seal other

areas of the drua. Without the aid of nails,
all joints on the drua were created with
pegs or by a tongue and groove method

Drua sails were made of woven pan-
danus leaves and held up with two poles
which could be moved to the end of the
ship whenever a change in direction was
warranted. There was no tacking in the
traditional sense. This was especially true
on the famous outriggers or flying proas.
When the navigator wished to change
course, orders were given to move the sail
aft and the steering oar forward. In other
words, the windward hull (the small outrig-
ger in the case of the proas) would always
face the wind. In all, the construction of a
large drua could take as long as 14 man
years. That means that it could take two
men seven years to finish a drua of any
significant size.

On the larger vessels, a cabin of
thatched palm leaves was constructed to
provide some shelter, but, for all practica-
ble purposes, the journeying druas were
open boats. This was, of course, quite
dangerous. Because Fiji lies directly in the
path of the tradewinds, sailing outside of
the reef can be rough going. Since the
steering oars were 132 feet long or more, it
often took four men to handle a single oar.
This, combined with rough weather,
caused the death of many oarsmen whose
precarious position on the stern of the boat
left them vulnerable to being swept over-
board. Helmsmen were often crippled or
died of exhaustion. Danger also awaited
some of the strongest men in the village
whenever a new drua was to be launched.
In a ritual sacrifice, the men laid down on
the beach side by side and acted as
human rollers until the boat was in the
water. They were, of course, crushed
under the weight of the drua

Despite the dangers involved, the druas
were incredibly effective sailing ships both
for migration and for trade. After a portion
of the Fijian population had immigrated to
Tonga, a lively exchange of goods sprang
up between the island groups situated
approximately 600 miles apart. An eigh-
teenth century English sailor was aboard a
drua during one of these trading journeys
and reported that the druas “appeared to
be able to sail within three points of the
wind and made great speed.” His best
guess as to top speed was about 30 knots.

In order to navigate beyond the sight of
land, the ancient Fijians used an intricate
system of celestial navigation without the
aid of compass or sextant. A skill that has
been handed down through the ages,
navigating by observing the movements of
the stars is becoming a dying art thanks to
the influence of modern instruments, but it
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is still used in some parts of the South
Pacific. Older sailors sit down with the
younger novices and create a star com-
pass in the sand. With this compass, the
islanders are always able to determine
their basic heading. But as the night wears
on, the stars change position in the sky.
forcing the skipper to look for another
celestial beacon. For example, if a star
rises with the setting sun, the skipper wil
be able to navigate to that star until its
position changes, at which point the navi-
gator looks for another star rising in the
same place as the first one rose. The result
is that a skipper heading in one direction
throughout the night will have to look for
four or five stars rising in one spot on the
horizon to keep him on the proper course
In all, South Pacific navigators must have a
working knowledge of at least 100 sta
and their movements through the nigh
and at different times of the year.

The largest existing drua built in the
native style is located in the Fiji Museum in
Suva on the island of Viti Levu. It is approxi
mately 65 feet long, not as long as many of
the ships of ancient Fiji, but it is still quite an
imposing structure. Smaller versions of the
druas can be seen at Orchid Island, near
Suva, and one is currently under construc
tion at the Fijian Cultural Center at Debua
There it is possible to see the work actually
being performed by two craftsmen who
are staying true to the traditional methods
of construction. Watching them work can
be an excellent lesson in the art of
patience

Few native Fijians sail these days. Most
of the members of Fleet 252 are white
immigrants or business people who have
been transferred to Fiji by their businesses
The Indian population of Fiji (brought to the
islands from the subcontinent by the British
who needed workers for the sugar cane
plantations) which now makes up the
majority of the population, also seems to
be little interested in sailing. Everyone is
more concerned with pushing themselves
into the twentieth century or just maintain-
ng the existence they've got. Fiji is, after al
a poor country which is slowly working its
way up, and not many people can afford
the price of even small pleasure craft. The
outer islanders rely on long ponga-like
fishing boats with ancient outboard
engines. There's not much money for
Hobie Cats

Most of the sailing in Fiji, aside from the
many long distance cruisers which visit the
islands, is done aboard Hobies and the

Continued on page 63

Traditions, including drua building, are carried on at the Fijian Cultural Center.




came to Fiji on three year's leave of
absence from my job in the U.K. There, |
had raced a number of monohull dinghies,
mainly on lakes, for a total of about 20
years and | was looking forward to mono-
hull racing in Fiji. When | got there, | was
dismayed to find that there was little or no
dinghy racing for adults (although there
was a P-class for the juniors), but there was
an active fleet of strange looking cata-
marans the likes of which | had not seen in
the U.K. As our flat looked out over the bay
in which these catamarans were raced, |
could not help but see them sailing. Natu-
rally, | found my way down to the shore. |
had the helm of a Hobie, as | soon dis-
covered they were called, on a boat which
belonged to members of the local Sea
Scouts. A few weekends later, | was asked
to crew for one of the local skippersin a
race. That's when it really started.

| had not been out on a trapeze at all
before that race, but when the helmsman
growled “Hook up and get out!” I hooked
and got. He was big, fierce and psyched
up for the race. | was not going to argue.
Thus | learned how to trapeze the fastest
way possible and, very likely, the best. After
all, there was not time to be nervous.

| was not only hooked onto the trapeze
but also on Hobie sailing. | had to get a
boat of my own. Funds were short, but with
the aid of the local Hobie dealer who kept
his ear close to the ground about second
hand Hobies on the market, | found a
basically sound boat | could afford but in
need of lots of love and attention. It had
been raced in the South Pacific Games (an
international competition among neighbor-
ing island states such as Tahiti, New
Caledonia, New Guinea and others) fol-
lowed by three years of hard racing then a
year of neglect by a new owner. It wasnt
the best recipe for a boat's health, but the
only major problem was cracking in the
rear corner castings.

| went to the local dealer, whom | now

BLiEFjye

knew as Tony Philp, about the costs of
replacements. “They shouldn' crack, so
here are two new castings, rivets and the
loan of a rivet gun. No charge,” he said.
This was product responsibility the like of
which | had never met before and will
probably never meet again. After all, the
boat was a third hand item, and to accept
responsibility for it was above and beyond
the call of duty.

| discovered this was typical of fleet 252
and as a neophyte Hobie sailor, | received
plenty of advice and help on tuning my
boat to make it competitive. Since the hulls
were blue, and sported the famous cres-
cent shape, | called my new dream boat
Blue Moons, which was just about how
often | expected to win.

As a monohull sailor, | was surprised to
discover that it is possible to stall the hull of
a Hobie before the rig. | pointed high with
the sails driving and went slowly with a lot
of leeway. After some thought, | realized
what was happening. The water was
breaking away and flowing under the hull
instead of moving from bow to stern. This
should not have surprised me; with an
underwater “wing" about 16 feet from lead-
ing edge to trailing edge but only a foot
long, it says a lot for the hull form that this
does not happen more often. The answer,
of course, is don't pinch and keep the
leeward hull dug in. | was learning.

| was astounded to find that the Hobie
16, sailed properly, points as high as the
local offshore keel boats in moderate
winds and flat water. Even after two and a
half years Hobie racing, | still have not quite
come to terms with the sheer blasting
power of that rig on a reach in a breeze of
20 knots plus. As | see that leeward hull go
under, | tend to ease the main when | know
I should just throw my weight aft and drive
on. Perhaps I'm just a coward. | have
tipped it in a few times forward and once
backward (slowly), but never sideways,
unlike a monohull. | tend to do well in fairly
light and shifty airs which probably comes
from many years sailing on inland lakes.
This has led to me being described on
more than one occasion as a “Pommy
Poofter Pond Sailor” Whilst not being quite
sure, | take this as a compliment. | man-
aged to gain one up on the prediction
carried in the name of my boat twice taking
line honors from the local hotshots, once
from Tony Philp, the Fijian representative in

the Tornado class in the 1984 Olympics,
and once from his brother, Colin. | am
making progress.

Hobie Fleet 252 is part of the Royal Suva
Yacht Club but because the wind is better
on the windward side of the Suva Penin-
sula, the Hobies are kept on Laucala Bay
(pronounced Lauthala), instead of Suva
Harbor where the Yacht Club is located.
The two bodies of water are joined by a
narrow neck of water behind a protective
barrier reef. Laucala is triangular with five
miles of coast on each side while Suva
Harbor is about half the size.

The Hobie 16 could have been designed
specifically for Fiji. We frequently sail up
and over the shoulder of reefs to escape
tides or simply for fun. This would be
impossible for a daggerboard or keel boat
to accomplish. One mistake and the casing
could be torn out of the boat. With a Hobie
16 however, you can just say “whoops" and
watch the rudder blades pop up if they
touch coral. Still, a boat sailing here needs
to be fast. Typical weekend racing will see
us run three races a day, either an Olympic
course or round the channel markers, with
legs of about two miles. That adds up to
about 50 miles per day.

Laucala Bay catches the southeast
tradewinds most of the year. This means
winds are regularly blowing between 10-20
knots. If weather systems are opposing the
trades, the wind may be decreased a bit,
or if they are favoring the trades, the winds
may go up to 30 knots. Needless to say,
this calls for double trapeze formations
most of the day. Combine this wind reg-
ularity with sapphire blue water, air
temperatures in the 80s year-round, water
temperatures also near 80 and the fact that
most sailing in Fiji is done within protective
reefs free from large swells and it's hard to
imagine a better sailing spot.

Very sadly, my stay in Fiji is coming to an
end. | have sold “Blue Moons” and am
racing a borrowed boat for my last few
months here. Just as sadly, | will not be
able to race in a Hobie fleet in the UK.
There are two registered fleets, but both
are located an impracticable distance
away from Surrey. So, having got hooked
on a Hobie, does anyone know a good
treatment for withdrawal symptoms? With
the water temperatures being what they
are in Britain, 'm afraid Il just have to go
“cold turkey” on a monohull.
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HOBIE

16 NATIONALS

1984

Figueroa Plays The Wind
And Takes The Trtle

BY TERRI CRARY

PHOTOS BY MICHELE KRCELILC

Enrique Figueroa and crew Melissa
Scott took the 1984 Hobie 16 Nationals at
Isle of Palms, South Carolina, by storm.
Actually, since the winds were mostly
whispering at less than ten knots, “storm”
might be the wrong word. What they did
do was display excellent speed and great
consistency. Figueroa never fell below the
top ten in any heat. While other major
contenders such as Hobie Alter, Jr., Jeff
Alter, and Carlton Tucker were carrying
throw-outs of 20 to 40 points, Figueroa's
worst score was a respectable seventh.

This championship marked the fourth
time Hobie sailors from around the country
converged on the South Carolina low
country thanks in no small part to the
enthusiastic efforts of local dealer Kit
Regnery. In 1975, the Hobie 16 Nationals
were held at Hilton Head, in 1980 the Hobie
18 Nationals were held at the St. James
Island Yacht Club just outside of
Charleston, and, in 1982 the 14 Nationals
were held at the same site as this year's
event.

The Wild Dunes Club extended some
famous Southern hospitality to all the
sailors. Every team enjoyed the many
facilities offered by this vacation resort
which included tennis courts, swimming
pools, a championship golf course and
well appointed condominium suites just to
name a few. Social activities, hosted by the
Citadel Beach Club, included an authentic
Southern barbeque. The World Hobie
Class Association served up Tuesday, and
Thursday's banquets as well as the
traditional Saturday night Awards dinner.
Radio station WKTM provided Hobie
giveaways and featured remote
broadcasts throughout the event.

Along with the Southern hospitality
came the Southern heat, especially in the
weeks of late August. Low temperatures
were in the mid seventies and highs were
in the mid nineties.
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“The locals told us it was unusually cool,”
said Sherman Knight of Auburn,
Washington. “I'm glad it was because it was
still hot." Due to the heat, the amount of
weight some teams had to carry was
checked frequently. It was not unusual for
teams to lose weight in one heat just from
“sweating it out.” Most teams, anticipating
light air, came to Isle of Paims weighing
less than the minimum 285 pounds, and
nearly all of the top ten finishers were
carrying weight.

When the series started on Tuesday,
there was good wind at 10 to 14 knots.
Tucker, of Ft. Walton Beach, Florida, won
the first race while Figueroa, formerly of
Puerto Rico, now a student in Ft. Walton
Beach, took the second heat. On another
day of the round robin series with double
trap conditions, Alan Egusa, of Hawthorne,
California, took a first. “That was the easiest
heat for me," Egusa said. “If they'll just let
me get to a mark in the lead and give me a
good breeze . . . well, all | had to do was
sail the boat and keep it moving in order to
win." By Thursday nights cut, Keith
Christensen of Long Beach, California had
won a heat, Jeff Alter had won a heat and
Hobie Alter, Jr. had won two.

During the double trap conditions earlier

Thursday, there were some interesting
rampages on the course, particularly at the
leeward mark. Miles Wood, the Hobie sales
representative for the Southeastern United
States set a mark on a sandbar where the
waves peaked sharply. “We were coming
in to the mark,” said Craig Whiteleather of
Largo, Florida, “and all of a sudden we're
trying to reel in all the spaghetti while being
hit by these four foot ‘crunchies.’ People
were pitchpoling all over the place. We fell
off the boat twice and still finished third in
that heat.” Wood, much to the spectators’
delight, gave lively commentary on all the
happenings on the course. In Howard
Cossell fashion, he radioed play-by-play
descriptions of the mayhem to Beach
Captain Tony Lewis (T.L.), who then
broadcast it over loudspeakers on the
beach.

At the cut on Thursday night, the top ten
teams were:

1. Enrique Figueroa/Melissa Scott 32
2. Jeff Alter/Sue Brenny 5%
3. Alan Egusa/Susan Pesane 6%
4. Hobie Alter, Jr/Sean Alter 8%
5. Carlton Tucker/Kelly O'Brien 8%

6. Keith Christensen/Curtis Christensen 1134
7. Todd Brooks/Debbie Hennecke 12
8. Craig Whiteleather/Rhonda Gray 16
9. Mike Shearer/Stephanie Wood 19
10. John Poncin/Kathy Dunn 19
Positions changed rapidly during the
final series of five races held on Friday and
Saturday, especially in Friday’s very fluky
wind. The first race had to be abandoned
altogether when the wind did a 100 degree
switch leaving only broad reaches from
mark to mark with no windward or leeward
legs. The teams then waited out on the
water for approximately an hour before the
start of what was to become the first race
of the final series. The offshore wind looked
like it would hold and the gun went off. The
skippers took an hour to sail a windward/
leeward leg before the wind died, leaving a



period of nerve-wracking calm. Then the
light seabreeze filled in from the opposite
direction, and allowed the back of the fleet
to catch the leaders

In this heat, where the windward mark
became the leeward mark and the
leeward mark the windward mark in terms
of sailing angles, there was also a huge
pile-up at the leeward mark in the zero
wind moments. It was truly a sight to see

from the beach, preferably. The course

was shortened at that mark (the old
windward mark) and the racers proceeded
upwind to the finish once they made it out
of the entanglement. Several teams racked
up big points in that race and circulated a
petition to have it cancelled but to no avail.

By the second heat that day and then

Stephan Sersen and John Yates

Last year Steve, from Baltimore, Maryland,
went to his first Hobie 16 Nationals but
didn't qualify. He said then that he'd be
back this year, pre-qualified. Sure enough,
he made it in through taking third at the
Atlantic Coast Divisionals. On the
performance of sailors from Division 11: “We
made the cut and finished 43rd overall.
Randy McConnell sailed the best; he was
really moving well. In fact, he's never
beaten me before. | think our weight of 310
bs. hurt our performance, but we just had
so much fun.”

again on the last day, the light prevailing
seabreeze filled in and was fairly steady.
With high chop and strong, fluctuating
currents, boatspeed became of major
importance. People who had it (even if just
for one race) and won a heat in the finals
were: Richard and Paula Raditch, Mike
Shearer and Stephanie Wood, Hobie and
Sean Alter, Jeffrey and Diane Warren, and
Jeff Alter and Sue Brenny.

“Concentration was the whole key,”
Christensen said.

“People were concentrating so hard on
keeping the boat moving that several times
some of the top guys started to make
mistakes,” Pat Porter of Homewoaod,
California added. Porter had particularly
high praise for his crew, Laurie Robertson,



who recently took the Women's Division 3
Championships. “She did an incredible job
of calling laylines and reminding me of the
course,” he said. "At times Id be
concentrating on boatspeed so much that
shed have to remind me to look at the
sails.”

Largely because of the conditions,
recognition for crews seemed to be at an
all time high. Figueroa and Scott had been
practicing together since December and
he felt that one of the factors in their
success was having their teamwork “down
pat." He was also impressed that Melissa,
despite having less experience in high
calibre competition, handled the pressure
of being the front runner better than he did.
Gordon Prellaer, from Topeka, Kansas,
came right out and ordered this reporter
not to forget to mention his crew, Sherry
Hawkins, because she had done an
excellent job crewing for him.

By the start of the last heat on Saturday
afternoon, Figueroa had a 5% point lead
over Christensen, which meant that
Christensen would have to take a first with
Figueroa finishing sixth in order to emerge
victorious. Figueroa knew this was
possible and said, “It was down to the last
race, which was exciting. Keith and | were
right next to each other the whole way; Id
beat him to weather, then hed beat me
downwind. We ended up finishing within
five feet of each other, which was really
exciting.”

In the telling of the story, some people
had done better than expected, others
worse. Egusa said that he was really
happy to have stayed in the top ten even
though he had dropped five places from
his position at the cut. The conditions were
such that anything could happen.
Whiteleather dropped to forty-first overall in
the final two days despite being in eighth at
the cut. One of the most inspiring success
stories was that of David Bliss and crew
David Robinson from Swampscott,
Massachusetts. They came to the nationals
without being pre-qualified, won the
qualifying series which ran on Sunday and
Monday, and then went on to place sixth
overall against the top Hobie 16 sailors in
the nation.

Regardless of how well they did, there
was a general consensus that the boats
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were great; the lighter weight boats were
used at Isle of Palms. Hobie Alter, Jr. noted
that when the wind came up, he and crew
Sean Alter became overpowered quickly. “|
think that with ten pounds less weight in
the boats, they float higher and there's less
weight in the windward hull to hold you
down.”

“They were like rocketships. You could
accelerate so fast in just a little breeze," said
Porter.

Most of the sailors were carrying a lot of
mast rake, even in the light air, because
they liked the “feel” of the boat better when
it was rigged that way. T.L. set the rudders
kicked underneath so that the helm stayed
balanced when carrying rake. Egusa felt
that the disadvantage of mast rake
downwind was more than made up for by
the boats' ability to point higher upwind
with rake.

New EPO rudders were used and
people liked them despite their tendency to
sing-a-long. The humming wasn' too
serious, as evident in skippers' comments,
such as: "At least no one can sneak up
behind you,” “At least when you got moving
you really knew it" and, “Everyone had the
same hum.”

This year's Hobie 16 Nationals had good
boats, strong competition and a relaxed
atmosphere. Figueroa and Christensen put
on a light air exhibition of patience, guile,
boatspeed and excellent tactics to place
themselves at the top of the most

competitive catamaran class in the United
States. But those two can be assured that
dozens of Hobie 16 sailors from around the
world will be lying in wait for them at the
Hobie 16 World Championship in

Ft. Walton Beach, Florida.

During the awards ceremony the Class
Association extended thanks to Teddy
Turner, John and Claus Bush, Henry
Nelson, and Andrew Meredith for helping
with boat assembly and to John and Carol
Hackney for supplying boat parts. They
thanked Miles Wood, Hank Holley, “Little"
Walter Pringle, Max, and Louie for having
real inflatable days manning the chase
boats for the series, and to Rusty Harley for
lending his Stiletto 27 for use as the
committee boat.

Michele Krcelic received special
accolades for the extra amount of work
she was called on to perform for this
championship. Since there was no outside




Pat Porter and Laurie Robertson
 Pat is a top national-level contender from
Homewood, California. On Christensen and
Figueroa: “Both of them seemed to be
sailing a little higher than everyone else. |
know Keith was travelling the main out a
_couple of inches and then strapping it in
tight. In the last races | was either
immediately in front of them or right behind
them and | couldnt go any faster than
them to weather even if | was footing
“while they were pointing. Those two were
dueling it out, especially in the last race,
and sailing into their own world.” :

sponsorship, Krcelic arranged for all
meals, parties and the dozens of other
tasks usually delegated to others. This was
in addition to her other, already heavy,
responsibilities.

Ann Sloger, Dr. George Wood, Bob
Gleason, Ray Seta, and Eric Gunther were
recognized for their late night efforts in
serving on the protest committee. For the
fun and organization on the beach, special
thanks went out to Beach Captain T.L.,
Hannah Poteat for on-the-spot radio
commentary, Inga McAllister for her
sincere effort in serving up the best
lunches ever to the Race Committee and
support boat drivers, and to Joe and
Janice Horst, Eugenie, Carolyne, and Viki
for their help in serving hot dog lunches on
the beach. Special recognition was given
to Kit Regnery, Walter Pringle, Greg
Walters, Ann Sloger, and Marla Meier of the
hosting dealership, Time Out. -
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Bab Poteot models the 16 Nati

NOVEMBER.DECEMBER

onals T-shirt.

1984/ 35



Gentle breezes, carefree days, warm
water, and plenty of sun are what we
all cherish about summertime. It's also
the time of year when we take to the

water on our Hobies for a little racing,
a little practice, or just for pleasure
cruising with family and friends.

Right now the long winter nights
provide the perfect chance to reminisce
about the warmer sailing season. The
photos here depict Hobie life as it
happened in all corners of the continent
last summer.
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Major Regattas
Regatta Schedules
Fleet News
Regatta Results
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WORLD HOBIE CLASS ASSOCIATION
Racing Editor/Michele Krcelic Regatta Secretary/Liz Reed

The racing section of the Hobie Hotline consists of regatta news and results as
reported by the fleets. If you would like to see your fleet recognized in this section,
please submit typed, double-spaced articles and black and white glossy photos
only. Return of photo contributions cannot be guaranteed, so please submit
duplicate photos. Send all contributions to Michele Krcelic, Hobie Class Association,
P.O. Box 1008, Oceanside, California 92054.
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MAJOR EVENTS
MAJOR REGATTAS

February 9-17, Third Hobie 18 World Championships H.C.A.
1985 Port MacQuarie, N.S.W., Australia 619/758-9100
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DIVISION 2

DIVISION 3

DIVISION 8

vembe

DIVISION 13

DIVISION 14

DIVISION 15

DIVISION 16

INTERNATIONAL DANGER

Extreme caution must be observed
when launching and sailing near over
head wires. A mast near a wire could

be fatal!
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DIVISION 3

Roaring Twenties Regatta
Fleet 20, Division 3
San Jose, California

The Fleet 20 1984 calendar
was crammed full of fun sails,
pot luck dinners and points
regattas. However, the high-
light was our annual “Roaring
Twenties” Regatta held at
Coyote Point on San Francisco
Bay near the San Francisco
International Airport. The
regatta could just as well be
called the Roaring 30's or 40's
as the wind usually blows with
great gusto at Coyote Point.

The 1984 version of the
regatta held true to form as the
wind blew at 15-25 knots for the
majority of the time we were
racing. The airliners landing at
the airport crossed “"A" mark at
about 300 feet but didn't seem
to bother the 87 skippers as
they raced around the course.
This regatta was also consid-
ered the Division 3 Champion-
ship making the winners in
each fleet pre-qualified for the
national championships. We
had the largest turnout of
Hobie 18's ever for this regatta
due to the fact that the Hobie 18
Nationals will be held nearby at
Aquatic Park in San Francisco,
September 23-29, 1984.

Our committee boat, a 40
foot sailboat, was skippered by
Captain Exline Brown, of the
Coyote Point Yacht Club, who
managed to survive all the
Hobies sailing by his beautiful
boat at such high speed.
Brownie's opinion of Hobie
Cats? “All go and no control.” It
did seem that the bouy protect-
ing the stern of Brownie's boat
got further away as the week-
end progressed.

After two days of hard sail-
ing, Commodore Mike Sowers
and Vice Commodore Bob
Eustace presented trophies to
the winning skippers and
crews. Dave Clacher, of Santa
Rosa, sailed to an impressive
victory in the 18A fleet by win-
ning four out of six races. Mike
Harr, of McKinleyville, won four
out of five races to capture the
first place position in the 188
fleet. A fine performance and
“Welcome to A fleet.” Keith
Christensen, of Long Beach,
came up north and took home
the first place trophy for the 16A
group. There was a close battle
for the second place trophy
with Geoff Walsh, of Beverly
Hills, edging out Fleet 20's John
Poncin, of Sunnyvale, by 1/4
point. Doug Littlefield, of Sun-

nyvale, took home the 16B
trophy by finishing first in three
of five races and it looks like he
will also be “enjoying” A fleet.
Lyman Young, of Albany,
edged out John Cooper, of
Foster City, to pick up the 16C
first place trophy. Lyman won
the last race to sneak by John
with 1/4 point to spare. The 18
Magnum trophy was won by
Gordon Buck of Redding and
the 14 Turbo trophy was won by
Jack Hill of San Jose. Despite
three seconds and one first
place finish, Jim Tantillo, of San
Jose, was edged out of the
Hobie 14 first place trophy by
Wayne Mooneyham, of San
Jose. Wayne won three out of
five races on his first attempt at
sailing the 14 in a regatta.
Wayne's Hobie 16 might be feel-
ing a little insecure about this
time.

Special thanks to the Coyote
Point Yacht Club and Exline
Brown for the committee boat
and the use of the club facilities
and to the San Mateo County
Park Department for use of the
fine facilities at Coyote Point
County Park.

Special awards were given
to several members of our fleet
in recognition of their support
of Fleet 20 activities. Lynette,
Bruce and John Poncin, our
local Hobie dealers, and Ron
and Sue Fikes, editors of the
Fleet 20 Newsletter, were pre-
sented with awards by Vice
Commaodore Bob Eustace.

After a few more potluck din-
ners and fun sails, we will hold
our annual “Railroad Regatta”,
the selection, election, and
appointing of the fleet officers
for the coming year. Some of
our fleet members should, as
the song says, "Hear the train a
comin'”

Congratulations to Fleet 20
members, Brian Boshma and
Ed Reese, on their election as
Commodore and Vice Com-
modore of Division 3.

Clear Lake Regatta
Fleet 205, Division 3
Clearlake, California
April 28-29, 1984

by Dorsey Farris

The sun poked its nose over
the eastern hills and spread its
rays over a serene Clearlake,
California. A paper boy sped
along his route spreading the
words, “The Cats Are Back,
The Cats Are Back." And sure
enough, thirty Hobies sat on
Austins Beach warming them-
selves in the morning sun. As

the day wore on, they would be
joined by 60 more to create a
scene of color and excitement
not witnessed since last year's
regatta. By the 10:00 a.m. skip-
per's meeting, the 93 Hobies
were trimmed in their finest col-
ors waiting for the wind to stir
their jibs and ripple their beau-
tiful mains.

At 12:00 noon came the call
“all racers off the beach." The
spectators watched in awe as
the Hobies moved off the
beach onto the water and
spread like a multi-colored car-
pet across Clearlake. Race
committee chairman, Wyatt
Mathews, had promised three
races, maybe four for the day.
The first race got off in 10 to 12
m.p.h. wind. By the third race,
white caps had appeared and
double traps were the order.

The day's racing was over, it
was now time for the party to
get started. Dinner was served
at Wiseda's Resort. After dinner
it was time to boogie, and
boogie we did, until the early
morning hour.

Sunday dawned cool and
windy. The white caps on the
lake lead to the expectation of
another great day of racing.
The first two races for the day
would get off at 11:30 a.m. in

10-12 m.p.h. winds. Sunday's
racing would end in 15-17
m.p.h. winds with the chase
boats standing by as a few
boats righted themselves.

Trophy presentation brought
some surprises. When the
scoring was complete, it
showed that the most senior
sailor, Bob Eustace, 14 Turbo;
the only all women team,
Sandy Farris and Susan Farris,
16C; and the youngest team
(sailing their first point regatta),
Eric Farris, 12 and crew
Michelle Cunningham, 15, 16
novice would walk away with
trophies. There would be more
trophies and gift certificates
from Bay Winds of Vallejo and
two cases of wine from the
Lower Lake Winery.

By 8:00 p.m. the last Hobie
rattled down Lakeshore Drive
on its way out of Clearlake. It
would be another year before

the quiet would be broken by,
“all racers off the beach,”
coming up, coming up,”
“bring it up”, “give me room”,
“starboard, starboard.”

DIVISION 4

The Great Montana Luau
Points Regatta
Fleet 470, Division 4

Flathead Lake, Montana
August 18 & 19, 1984
By Barbara Skarstedt

Naturally inviting . . . that's
what the slogan on the
Montana Magazine reads. And
how true it is. The weekend of
August 18-19 proved to be a
naturally inviting weekend as
Fleet 470 held their 2nd Annual
Great Montana Luau Points
Regatta in Big Arm Bay,
Flathead Lake.

Flathead Lake is the largest
freshwater lake west of the
Mississippi. It is known for its
great wind and large swells.
Yacht clubs and marinas dot
the shoreline all around its
perimeter. Everything from din-
ghys to Hobie 33's can be seen
making their way through the
challenging swells and some-
times gusty, sometimes
constant winds the Flathead
yields. Big Arm Bay, located on
the southwestern end of the
lake, is a lake in itself. It is
isolated from the rest of the lake
by Wild Horse Island, much like
a bay adjoining an ocean.
Wind in the bay is ultimately
different from the rest of the
lake, which at times is a hand-
icap and at times, an asset.

The bay's wind proved to be
a little of both for the 39 Hobies
who dared to float its waters.
Saturday's racing was shifty
and light, perplexing the novice
and enticing the expert. Of
three races held during the
day, the last one came forth
with gusts up to 20 mph,
caused by the huge thun-
derheads rolling over the
terrain. Lightning could be
seen slashing at the ground in
the hills beyond which caused
great concern among all. For-
tunately, nobody was injured,
but tales of past experiences
with hair standing up on end
were passed about the shore
as boat by boat came in for the
day.

Saturday night was an event
in itself, as over 100 hungry
sailors and their friends gorged
themselves on The Buckboard
Saloon's barbecue ribs, cole-
slaw, rolls and butter, salad and
a huge cake with the Hobie
insignia iced on top. Fun Bev-
erage provided kegs of
Killian's Red and for everyone's
enjoyment, the Wonder's of the
Invisible World Band filled the
Big Sky with a heraldry while a
few Canadian and Montana
teams kicked up dust.

Sunday morning the winds
had shifted from the north to
the south, constantly building
until they reached blusterous
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speeds of 20-30 mph. The
novice sailors smiled hesitantly
while the water's appearance
changed from a light blue to
dark and back again. They
might be new to the game, but
they knew what those dark
spots meant. Never-the-less, all
boats came away from the
shore to experience a hair-
raising day on Big Arm Bay.
Double-trapping Hobies could
be seen scurrying around the
Hobie 33 committee boat, pro
vided by Quiet World Sailboats
of Kalispell, awaiting the raising
of their course card. Race
Committee Chairman, Lowry
Chamberlain, had promised
three races and three were
executed with the third justin
time as the wind died down to a
lull of zero to five mph. Approxi-
mately four hours were spent
on the water on Sunday and
had the wind continued, five or
six hours would have been
enjoyed by all.

While everyone broke down
their boats with the spectacular
Montana skyline as a back
drop, the race committee
tallied the results and prepared
the beautiful bronze trophies,
provided by Quiet World
Sailboats of Kalispell, for pre-
sentation. Again this year, the
bronze went home with grin-
ning sailors from all across the
Great Northwest, including
Washington, Idaho, Montana
Wyoming, British Columbia,
and Alberta. Other participants
did not go away empty handed
either, as many giveaways
were gladly received by those
whose names were drawn at
random

Fleet 470 was congratulated
on another successful regatta
and everyone seemed anxious
to return again to “the little bay
n the mountains” again next
year. Much of this Fleet's suc-
cess in planning and carrying
out such a great regatta is due
to the never-ending energy of
the Fleets commodore, Ginny
Draeger, who, because of med-
cal complications, was unable
to attend. She received a huge
round of applause that we
hope she heard at home, some
60 miles away. Thanks Ginny!
We couldn't have done it with-
out you and really look forward
to having you around next
year! Happy Sailing!

DIVISION 7

Hulls Angels Regatta
Fleet 149, Division 7
Lawrence, Kansas
July 21-22, 1984
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Eight months after “The Day
After” the ravaged banks of
Lake Perry near Lawrence
came alive again for the Third
Hulls Angels National Points
Regatta July 21-22

Skippers and crews on 75
Hobies endured the scorching
July blast and fierce competi-
tion for survival in Division 7
standings. The event drew
boats from across Kansas, Mis
souri, lowa, Nebraska, and as
far away as lllinois, pitting some
of the best sailors from the
southern edge of the division
against their counterparts from
the North

The weekend's sailing got off
to a good start with a steadily
building wind throughout Sat
urday’s four races

The evening meal of Kansas
City strips, baked potato, corn
and ice cream was prepared
and served on the beach by
host Fleet #149. Seven kegs of
Michelob kept thirsts to a min
mum and kept nearly everyone
in a party mood

In the darkness, sailors
found refuge and refreshment
on the beach, under the stars,
and at The Blue Fin Club where
everyone was invited to “Chum
On In". The club’s entertain-
ment included a video
extravaganza which concluded
with the feature film “Jaws'

For those who thought it was
still safe to go back in the water,
the races continued Sunday. It
was not to be a day of rest. Two
endurance races concluded
the regatta schedule, followed
by the finale —trophy presenta
fions and many giveaways

Taking home the first place
trophies were: Rex Bristow
(18A), Gordon Preller (16A)
Carl Votaw (14), Tom Buxton
(14T), Tom Burrows (18B), Bob
Bridgman (16B), and Bill Wise
man (16C)

A special thanks to the many
participants who traveled some
pretty good distances to get to
the Hull's Angels; Fleet #149
hopes you will “Chum On
Back' to Lake Perry next year
and bring your friends along

DIVISION 8

Anna Maria Points Regatta
Fleet 39, Division 8
Bradenton Beach, Florida
by Lisa Pryor

Light winds and sunny
weather tempered this year's
Anna Maria Points Regatta on
Bradenton Beach. One hun-
dred five boats showed up for
this west coast event on the

Gulf of Mexico. Beach crews
worked hard to mark off the
entire area, and prepare for
launching onto the beach. It's
hard to steer around the sea-
sonal storms that are famous in
Florida, but mother nature was
too busy watching us! Both
days were clear with onshore
storms in the late afternoon. But
well get to that later. Registra-
tion was well underway as the
largest carton of orange juice
that I've ever seen was inflated
on the beach. Talk about
seeing haliucinations on the
water! Boats were quickly
moved surfside (minus the
surf), by beach crews and veh
cles donated by Cycle Marine
About noon, the presentation
got rolling with an appreciation
to sponsors, including one to
the Mayor of Bradenton who
was on hand to observe his first
Hobie regatta.

First race was slated for 1:15
and everyone was set and
ready to go. Somewhat slowly.
we all floated on out there, and
proceeded to wait for the sta
Race Committee on B course
was plagued with course
changes between races as the
afternoon sea breeze beganto
fill in. But there was plenty of
Tropicana fruit juice to help out
and the water was just the right
temperature. A total of two
races were held on B course
with an abandoned race
because of an onshore storm
I'm sure that Graceanne Ke»\w
and Kelly Bowerfind had some
fun as race committee just
watching the starts in 16C. | did
but | was one of them! “A’
course had a somewhat more
exciting time with the special
challenge of a moving start/
finish line. | knew that A course
was supposed to be more diffi
cult, but really! That, and a
course change after the blue
flag kept everything on the
verge of insanity. Three races
were run on Saturday with only
one protest brought about
because of the finish line
There was only one boat with
damage, and it de-masted on
A course. Its amazing that
more boats weren't damaged
on B course, namely the C
group. I've never had someone
place their boat broadside in
front of me after rounding a
mark and hitting me from the
side first. Didn't think Id get out
of that one alive! Results
showed pretty consisten
racers on B course, and most
of A except for 16A that brought
out some dramatic place
changes by Sunday. All in all,

there were 30 boats in 16A, and
they were all ready to start the
race early!

Saturday evening was quite
a bit more casual as everyone
arrived at local Trader Jack's
Restaurant for a buffet of Beef
Chicken, and Seafood. Early
on, we all concentrated hard on
the kegs of beer outside, and
the stories began. After dinner,
Vice Commodore Rick
Hohenhausen presented some
door prizes with some help
from Fleet 42's Rick Sheppard.
Then everyone put on their
dancin’ shoes to the sounds o
the Royal Shaft. Those who
don't have the rhythm could be
found swimming in their
clothes, playing a game called
regatta, or just relaxing.

Sunday was another great
day as skipper's meeting
started at 10:30 and everyone
sailed out for an 11230 start. For
those lucky enough, sea turtles
were numerous, as were a few
dolphins. Bob Warringer & Sue
Barnes of the Race Committee
on A held their ground (and
their marks) on Sunday for one
race, while B course ran two
before a big black cloud
started to threaten onshore
Once the horns were sounded
a hundred and five boats all
headed for shore. An hour later,
every boat was taken do
and Jnl ailers. Everyone was
fantastic and helped each
other take down. Of course, I'm
sure that the black clouds
thunder, and increasing wi
all played a part. Then it was

back to Trader Jack's for more

BEER! Shelter was found
under roofs, raincoats, and
even in some garbage bags
Look out Michael Jackson!

With only two protests
lodged, (must be a new record)
the results were tallied, and
were presented inside the res
taurant by Commodore Denny
Sinquefield. Newcomer Fleet

69's Mike Da.v'son made his

way to 16A with 2v4 points, and
everyone cheefed for a grow
ng Fleet 80. The go-fast trophy
was awarded to Fleet 5 of
Clearwater and Commodore
Jack Bowerfind credited a
strong Division 8! Thanks to
everyone who came to this, our
st successful regatta ever,
and thanks to all of our spon-

s: The Island Bank as major
sponsor who displayed the
Hobie 14 in front of the bank
with a specially painted sail
Hawaiian Tropic, whose shirts
were the talk of our island. The
beverages were provided by
Tropicana, along with the blow-




up carton. Cycle Marine lent
beach wheels, vehicles, scor-
ng, and gofer boats. The Anna
Maria Chamber of Commerce
and Linda Duytschaver, the
Planning and Zoning Committe
of Bradenton, Mayor Connick,
and the Police Department all
helped a lot. Thanks to Chan-
nel 40, the Islander, and the
Bradenton Herald. See you
next year!!

Division 8 Championships
Fleet 80, Division 8
Daytona Beach, Florida
August 11-12, 1984

by Simon Fluger

At 11:00 AM, August 11, Judd
Dando, Commodore of Fleet
80, strode to the microphone
and surveyed the scene: 180
Hobies on the beach, hun-
dreds of sailors milling around
on the pool deck below, the
tempermental Atlantic subdued
today, the ripples barely dis-
turbing the beach sand
Further out to sea, the two race
courses were set up, and it
looked as though somebody
had placed large orange balls
on a blank sheet of paper. The
two committee boats which
were donated by our major
sponsor, Hawaiian Tropic, were
on station including “Cyrano,
William Buckley’s old boat
What a sight. Judd wondered
what the fates had in store for
the sailors below and his race
committee

As so often happens, there
was a little bit of everything.
The winds varied from double
trap to dead calm, steady
breezes to massive oscillations
Thunderstorms also plagued
both days, but rapid work by
the race committees in working
n quick races on “B" course
and shortening the races on "A’
course meant that all five races
were sailed. The only exception
was the 14As and 14 Turbos,
when on Saturday a manta ray
snared the finish line buoy and
took off at 10 knots just as those
classes were trying to finish.
Ultimately, the buoy had to be
cutloose, as the manta
seemed unwilling to relinquish
the anchor; his new addition to
ocean cruising. There are
some things you just cant plan
for. Never mind, back on shore
there was plenty of liquid
refreshment provided by local
Miller distributor, S.R. Perrott,
Inc., and Pepsi Cola. Saturday
evening was spent listening to
the likes of Jimmy Buffett and
Chris Cross as the full moon
rose out of the Atlantic behind

the now bare poles of the
assembled Hobies on the
beach

By the end of racing on Sun-
day, the double computer
system, churning away on its
new program, indicated whole-
sale changes from Saturday’s
results. The final soggy hot dog
was barely digested (victim of
yet another downpour), the last
door prize just awarded when
9 2-month pregnant Cindy
Deans lurched into the results
(she had a9 Ib, 2 oz baby girl)
In a heated battle in the 18
Magnums, husband Jim Deans
barely inched out singlehander
Mike Wiley and his trusty com-
panion “Buckshot” by 3% of a
point. Working his magic once
again, Jim Mcann beat out
Dave Carson for the 18A title by
half a point. Surely the most
colorful victory belonged to
John Stahr in the 18B's with his
custom paint job, the envy of
anybody who saw it. All you
needed was a little consistency
in the 16A's as Richard Karran
walked away with the title since
nobody could gain a com-
manding lead in the fierce
competition. Susie Sattler won
the 16B's in commanding fash-
ion with Bill Chesnut ultimately
being awarded second after a
registration error was dis
covered. Vernon Kuftic and his
now famous crew, Sue Gilcone
persevered in the 16C's while
Dick Moldt managed a perfect
score to win the 14As. John
Nelson and Dennis Long were
awarded a joint first place in
14B after a question arose
about Nelson's eligibility as a B
Fleeter. Finally, J. Meric won the
14 Turbos amongst stiff com
petition. Local Fleet 80
managed to squeeze out its
third “go fast trophy"” of the year
scoring 43 points out of a pos
sible 90

The object of all this activity
was, of course, to have fun
enjoying the special camarade-
rie that sailors share. We of
Fleet 80 hope we were able to
contribute toward making the
regatta experience a worth-
while one for everyone who
participated in the Division 8
Championships. For our part
we would like to thank all the
participants for coming
and our sponsors, particu-
larly Hawaiian Tropic and
Holiday Inn Surfside, for lend-
ing a hand

DIVISION 9

1984 Atlantic Coast
Championships

Fleet 32, Division A
Virginia Beach, Virginia
June 16-17, 1984

by Bob Taylor

The beaches at Camp Pen-
dleton have been assaulted
many times, but never by as
colorful and fun loving a group
as during the 1984 Hobie Atlan
tic Coast Championships. This
stretch of Virginia coastline has
served as a valuable training
ground during many amphibi-
ous landings by combined
Navy and Marine forces. Today.
Camp Pendleton is occupied
by the Virginia National Guard,
who were most accommodat-
ing when we approached them
about hosting the ACC

This year's events drew 109
boats from 13 different states
Its atoss up as to who had to
drive the farthest, but | think the
nod has to go to Bruce Williams
and his wife who drove down
from Michigan. Bruce was nice
enough to invite us to come
back to Michigan with him for
Mid-Easterns the following
weekend. (Maybe next year,
Bruce)

Most of the boats arrived Fri-
day night, keeping two brand
new Jeeps, loaned to us by
Hall AMC/Jeep, running con-
stantly. The only “break” that
drivers Rusty Rodgers and
John Frazee took was just
before dark, when they were
called to the aid of a motor boat
caught in the pounding surf
They quickly secured aline to
t, and pulled the boat up on
the beach, saving it from cer-
tain destruction. The shivering
boaters were then bundled
up in blankets, and given a
ride back to their cars. They
stopped back by the next day
to pick up their boat and to
thank the beach crew for
their help

Saturday morning brought
us overcast skies and plenty of
wind, as a low pressure center
began to move into the area. It
was great for the sailors, but
those who had come along
hoping to catch a few of the
sun's rays did not share in the
enthusiasm

The winds stayed steady at
20 knots out of the southeast all
day, allowing race committees
on both A and B courses to get
n four good races. On A
course, the word for the day
was “DOMINATION” as one
skipper in each class sailed off
to acommanding lead. In 14A
Gray Holland from Silver
Spring, Maryland had two firsts
and two seconds, and in the

Turbos Bruce Moseley rang up
four bullets. Lance Dunn of
Mathews, North Carolina also
had four firsts in 18A. In 16A
Wally Myers, from Ocean City,
New Jersey ran off three firsts
after finishing fourth in the day's
initial race. Meanwhile, over on
B course, a father/son duel was
developing between Francis
and Terry Quail in 16C, as they
ended up one and two after
Saturday's races

Everyone adjourned to Wor-
rell Brothers Restaurant
Saturday night to redeem their
free-drink cards, get a bite to
eat, and watch videos of some
of the day's action. There were
S0 many good stories floating
among the tables that no one
really wanted to leave. But,
people slowly began to drift off
back to their motel rooms or
campsites, leaving only the
brave (crazy) few to sample the
famous Virginia Beach nightiife

Sunday’s 8:30 a.m. skipper's
meeting found the late revelers
and most everyone else still
wiping the sleep from their
eyes. The race committee
wanted to run two good races
on each course, then get
everybody off to an early start
on their drive home

The wind was still blowing
out of the southeast on Sunday,
but it had subsided to less than
10 knots. It was a welcome
relief for some. On A Course it
was more of the same as Bruce
Mosely (Turbo), Wally Myers
(16), and Lance Dunn (18)
continued their sterling perfor-
mances to win with comfort
able margins. The only contest
was in 14A where Bob Goforth
recovered from mechanical
problems and won the last
three races to finish 3% points
back from winner Gray
Holland

Over on the B course, Scott
Orr finished with two firsts on
Sunday to take the top spot
away from Britt Drake in 16B. In
16C the family feud ended with
Francis Quail beating out his
son Terry for first place

The post races door prize
drawings gave the computer
scoring system, provided by
Computerland, just enough
time to quickly tabulate all the
race results. At the trophy pre-
sentations, 44 of the 109 boats
entered were rewarded for their
efforts with beautiful framed
mementos of the 1984 Atlantic
Coast Championships in Vir-
ginia Beach.

Hobie Fleet 32 would like to
thank Hall AMC/Jeep, Stroh’s,
Pepsi, Camp Pendleton, Dave




Nelson, Carter Sinclair, and all
those people who so willingly
donated their time towards
making the 1984 Atlantic Coast
Championships an event to
remember.

7th Annual Sandlapper
Regatta

Fleet 53, Division 9

Isle of Palms, South Carolina
June 30-July 1, 1984

by Bill Carl

The Seventh Annual Sand-
lapper Regatta, on the Atlantic
Ocean off of the Isle of Palms,
looked like everything would
work out just fine from the
beginning. But, with only ten
minutes before the close of reg-
istration, it appeared the
weatherman was finally going
to earn his pay when he got the
weather forecast right. It
started raining. Maybe we were
lucky, or maybe 97 skippers
with their crews all said prayers
that were answered, because
the rain stopped in time for the
start of what turned out to be
five excellent races for the
weekend.

For aslong as | can
remember, the Sandlapper has
never started on time, and
when it did start on time on
Saturday, it should have been a
sign of possible problems to
come. Fortunately, the prob-
lems we encountered were few
and far between. The most
interesting incident was in Sat-
urday's first race when C mark
broke loose and floated to
shore. Apparently there weren't
very many experienced 16C,
(including our commodore)
14B, and 14C sailors out racing,
because virtually all of them
tried to round the mark after it
floated in near to shore. The
most astonishing thing is that
no one protested the race.
Finally, the stragglers were
informed to turn and head for
the finish line. The remainder of
the day passed without major
upsets, except for the occa-
sional dismasted boat and the
yearly “rolling the chase boat in
the surf" incident. At least
nobody had to go to the hospi-
tal this year.

Sunday came, and we got
our usual late start, and every-
thing rolled along just
beautifully once we got started.
Let this be a lesson to all race
committees. If your race con-
stantly gets a late start, don't try
to change things and start on
time; something will inevitably
go wrong. Allin all the week-
end went very well, and
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everybody had a good time.
We are looking forward to
seeing you next year at the
Eighth Annual Sandlapper
Regatta.

DIVISION 10

Molson Beach Bum Regatta
Fleet 441, Division 10
Burlington, Ontario

July 14-15, 1984

by Chris Walker

Well, the smoke has cleared
and the Burlington Beach Bum
Regatta is over for another
year. Forty nine boats from all
over the province and New
York state gathered on the fine
sand of our beach for the
Provincial Championship
regatta. Saturday saw four
races run in medium light
conditions with a break in the
middle for lunch. Racing was
followed by a few fun prizes
and dinner for 140 people
Needless to say we also
managed to down a few of
those fine Molson beers

Sunday morning brought more
humid air but stiffer breezes.
The wind started building so
that by the second race it was
up to double trap. We elected
to keep them out for one more
nice long race, just for fun.

As soon as the race
committee hit shore, they
began tabulating results. You
will nctice that some of the
positions were decided by as
little as one quarter of a point
Trophies were awarded three
deep in all classes including 14
TURBO. | hope you guys keep
coming out

Later there were some more
fun prizes and a bunch of give-
a-ways for which we drew
registration cards. Everybody

who hung in got to take
something home.

Allin all a super event, which
we could not have put on
without our sponsors. | would
like to thank Molson’s, Coca-
Cola, Lundy's Marine, Jack
Baker, Catamarine, Easton
Motors, Frito Lay, Executive
Yacht Charters and CHAM
Radio. A big thank you also
goes to Mike Volimer and his
committee for running our
races and all of the other
people who helped out.

| would like to take this
opportunity to invite all of you
to come out next year for the
Fourth Annual Moslon Beach
Bum Regatta

DIVISION 11

MidSummer Sizzler

Fleet 452, Division Il
Barnegat Bay, New Jersey
June 30-July 1,1984

by Frank Brearley

Barnegat Hobie Fleet 452
hosted “The Mid Summer
Sizzler" on June 30th and July

1st on the Barnegat Bay. It was
not a Points Regatta and the
turn out of Hobies was light.
The weather for the entire
division area was thunder
storms and rain for the
weekend. However the
Barnegat Bay with its
prevailing winds gave us
sunshine and blue skies

With the small number of
Hobies that came, the race
committee headed by Craig
Brearley and Regatta
Chairman Chris Crane decided
to start all the classes together.
The 16 As didnt mind and the
others thought it to be a great
idea. It gave everyone a
chancetolearn and
experience a 16 A start. Four

races were held Saturday with
the scoring kept separately to
classes. Saturday evening
dinner was held by one of the
sponsors, Beach Marina, with
lots of lasagne, salad and beer.

Sunday’s weather was
sunshine with lots of wind
(12-18). The chase boat was
given a real workout by righting
boats in trouble. Special thanks
to the “Quaker II" for a job well
done. Race committee held
two more races to complete the

Inthe 16 As Bob Dees and
wife Lynn were screaming all
weekend with three bullets.
They captured first place with
6's points. Roger White and his
crew Harry Huges finished with
five bullets with 3% points and
the first place trophy in the 16
B's. Robertson was in first
place all day Saturday then
Sunday's heavy winds
demasted their boat in the first
race. He returned for the
second race only to lose first
place to Jerry and Hutchie
Cummings by one half. Turbo
trophy was won by Chuck
Allison, who also races Hobie
18's, with 44

All things considered, "The
Mid Summer Sizzler" was a
great Regatta. We would like to
express our sincere appreci-
ation to all who participated as
well as to our sponsors;
Sailboat Headquarters Inc.,
Pepsi-Cola, Beach Marina and
Starving Artist. Also special
thanks to Oram Tonge for
supplying his 28 footer Sea-
Ray “Thunderhawk” for the
committee boat.

DIVISION 14

First Annual Braggin’ Rights
Fleet 63 vs Fleet 131
Division 14

Norman, Oklahoma

by Phil Trotter

When two Hobie Fleets
operate in such close proximity,
as do Fleets 131 and 63 in
central Oklahoma, a strange
relationship develops
Friendships bred and fostered
at points regattas across
Division 14 and cooperation at
local boat shows and sailing
seminars make these two fleets
very close. But, by the
competitive nature of Hobie
sailors, friendship and
cooperation gives way to
rivalry for superiority on and off
the water.

Thus evolved the Annual
Braggin' Rights Series the
purpose of which isto



determine which Fleet can strut
and tower and generally look
down on the other. Itis atwo
day event held first at Lake
Hefner in Oklahoma City, home
of Fleet 131, then a couple of
weeks later at Lake
Thunderbird in Norman, home
of Fleet 63.

Fleet 63 went into the
competition as the definite
underdog and realized the only
hope for victory in hostile
waters was underhandedness.
Fortunately the underhanded
ploy was unnecessary and is
being saved for next year.
Instead, the tortoise and hare
maneuver was used.
Apparently, the hot dogs slept
in that Saturday and Fleet 131
was able to field only 12 boats,
some from novice class, while
most of Fleet 63's aces showed
up in the form of eight boats
allowing Fleet 63 to escape
with the score tied.

Stoney Douglas,
Commodore of Fleet 131, was a
bit miffed by the low show of
his membership and issued the
formidable “Be there or be
square” ultimatum for the next
leg of the series to be held on
Lake Thunderbird. Judging
from the improved turn-out two
weeks later, Stoney must carry
a lot of weight. Most of Fleet
131's top sailors including Phil
and Beverly Collins, Steve and
Diedre Downham, Doug and
Mary Keefe in 16 A Class, John
and Pam Curtis in 18 A Class,
Gus Blackwell and Debbie
Taylor in 14 A Class, and Ellen
Ziegler and Ed DeCocq in 14
Turbo Class, showed to lend
their support to their fleet. Of
course Fleet 63 turned out its
own group of top sailors with
Lui Fields and Israel Bonner,
Greg and Janet Myner, Tom
and Laura Loffelholz, Russ
Lindsey and Valerie Benton in
16 A Class and Arlie Abbott
and Charlie Feuerborn in
14 A Class.

Unfortunately for Fleet 63,
the final score by the end of the
races Saturday favored Fleet
131 very heavily. In fact it was
embarrassingly lopsided. The
hare really got it in gear and
turtled the tortoise.

All participants agreed that
the Braggin’ Rights was super
fun and pledged to make it an
annual event. Congratulations
to Fleet 131, the best fleet in
central Oklahoma for this year.

1984 Lake Arrowhead
“BIG-ATTA”
Fleet 146, Division 14

Wichita Falls, Texas
July 21-22

Rather than suffer through
the dog days of summer, 76
racers from Oklahoma, Texas,
and New Mexico gathered at
Lake Arrowhead for Fleet
#146's “RIG-ATTA." After getting
under way, the winds began to
die during the first race. When
the first race was completed,
the race commodore, Bill
Peterson, decided to delay the
next race until the late
afternoon when the winds
traditionally pick up. As the
boats reached the beach, the
winds began building. Within
two hours the races were going
hot and heavy, double trapping
to A mark, screaming to B and
a white knuckle ride to C mark
for the C fleeters. Only Nancy
Bateman, 14 A and Terry Fuller,
14 Turbo, were dominating their
competition. The rest of the
fleets were wide open and
could be taken by just about
anyone who could come out
ahead Sunday. Upon reaching
the beach the racers found
dinner, which was provided by
Popeye's Famous Fried
Chicken, ready and waiting.

After a night's rest, more
donuts than Carter has little
pills, and gallons of coffee,
McDonald's orange drink, and
Dr. Pepper the races began.
The early races began as
Saturday's had left off, but as
noon approached the winds
began to die. Most races
included cycles of good wind
and calm. If you were in the
right place you were gone. Ask
Phil Gregory. If you were in the
right place but at the wrong
time, well—ask the 14 B/C's
about their last start.

Allin all it was a terrific
regatta. A few of the A fleeters
earned their way to the
Nationals, some of the B
fleeters entered A fleet, and at
least one C fleeter learned he
cannot sail through the start-
finish line on the way to A mark
and go unnoticed by the race
committee.

DIVISION 16

The Fifth Annual Fleet 124
Points Regatta

Fleet 124, Division 16
Heckscher State Park, Long
Island, New York

by Dick Osmun

The 1984 Absolut Vodka Mid-
Summer Classic Regatta was
held July 21-22. The notorious

S

strong SW winds of Great
South Bay were evident during
registration on Friday; however,
the wind and clear skies were
only momentary as a dreary
Saturday morning evolved into
the day's pattern of very light
winds and intermittent torrential
downpours which reduced
visibility to practically nothing
and left all regatta workers as
well as the sailors on 182
competing boats cold and
saturated.

After two, long,
uncomfortable races, the
sailors retired to the beach for
the cover of a tent under which
Absolut Vodka threw a much
appreciated and wild cocktail
party. Dancing to a D.J. was
followed by a dinner of chicken
and ribs. During the cocktail
party, many valuable door
prizes were given out thanks to
the donation of such sponsors
as: Murray Marine, Whitehurst
Cat Shop, Harkens blocks,
S.S.I. and Trentec.

Sunday dawned bright and
clear with light SE winds of
eight to ten knots. After an early
skipper's meeting, the two
separate race courses each
managed to get in three races
to make up for the day before.
The weekend's racing was
concluded with quick results,
thanks to our computer
scoring-wiz Dick Brashears
who ran a TRS-80 off of a gas
generator all weekend, and
Absolut Vodka's trophies five
deep for all classes. Most of the
competitors remained for the
ceremonies and for the two big
door prizes arranged for by
Fleet 124. Kevin Farrel won a
week's skiing for two donated
by Killington Ski Resort and
Marty Bodkin won two round
trip tickets to Florida donated
by Northeast Airlines.

Fleet 124's regatta at
Heckscher State Park
continues to be one of the
highlights of the sailing season.
The park, with its camping
facilities, extensive parking,
and long beach on the Great
South Bay, is an excellent
location to run a Hobie
Regatta. The Fleet wishes to
thank the staff of Heckscher
Park and all of our friends who
gave of their time to make this
regatta a success, as well as
George Duncan who, as
regatta chairman, putin
countless hours of planning
which began way back last
October.

NOVEMBER-DECEMBER

Eighth Madcatter,
Northeastern Championships
Fleet 204, Division 16
Oneida Lake, New York
May 19-20, 1984

by Mike Locktu

May 19th and 20th were the
days of the Madcatter
Northeastern Championships.

Saturday kicked off with two
to eight knot winds—not
exactly exciting Hobie racing
but at least one was not
floating. After two morning
races, a lunch of tube steaks
and Miller beer excited the
wind god. The wind picked up
a bit, to about a steady 55
knots! The sailors of Fleet 204
enjoy heavy air sailing, but 55
knots enabled the racers to
measure the various depths of
Oneida Lake. You don't need a
30 foot stick to measure a water
depth of 16 to 20 feet. Material
removed from masts and sails
showed the bottom to be made
of a fine gray clay that would be
great for making coffee mugs.

Fifty-five knots and 104
Hobies do not make for safe
competition. Most of the racers
headed for the beach after
sighting the blue and white
checkered flag. Some decided
to romp in the heavy air.
Windbreak was given a new
meaning that afternoon. The
rest of the day was filled with
Miller, munchies and music at
Oneida Shores Park.

The Delargy's Munch Patrol
(the food committee) plus the
dishes brought by fellow racers
and crews made for an
excellent steak dinner. The
Saturday dance with “Out of
the Blue” provided the
evening's cultural input. Not all
the inputting was cultural. A
few bits of defective race data
were discovered in the race
computer. So, while most were
eating and dancing, Dutch and
Mindy were looking for the
gremlins living in the data
banks.

Sunday sagged in with very
thin air that went to no air.
Enough wind remained from
Saturday to generate one
shortened course race. While
boat speed is uppermost in
everyone's mind, it's interesting
how one's thoughts tend to
wander . . . like why a wetsuit
doesnt really make a good
porta-potty.

The light rain falling during
the awards ceremony did not
dampen the spirits of racers.
The great looking stained glass
trophies were presented by
M. and M.P. Hallock, 204’s
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Commodores outstanding: SBS’s beach side t-shirts were donated to the suggestions, as to how we
Fleet 204 would like to thank parts support made it easy to Special Olympics might be able to average out

Miller Brewing Co. for the obtain replacements for the Fleet 204 would also like to weekend wind speeds, and

donation of 20 kegs of beer items lost during the 55 knot thank the individuals who how to warm Oneida Lake to

and Y94FM for the Regatta breeze. A percentage of a made the Eighth Madcatter about 70° in May.

t-shirts. South Bay Sails sailboard raffle and all funds one of the best organized races

support of Fleet 204 was derived from the sale of surplus n the east. We are also taking

-
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Treat. yourself and your friends
to the latest in Hobie Class
Association goodies!




REGATTA RESULTS

DIVISION 16

Join a Fleet

Thought about joining up with fellow Hobie
sailors in your area? Send us this coupon
and well let you know where your closest
fleet is located.

& UJ I would like information on how to
e INIERNTL contact the fleet closest to me, which,
= ; according to the Fleet Directory listing in
the HOTLINE, isfleet# .

[J 1 can't find a fleet that is located near me,
therefore send me information on how to
start a fleet.

Name TS

Address S

City State____Zip________

Send to: The Hobie Class Association
Attn: Liz Reed
P.O. Box 1008
Oceanside, CA 92054




Hobie Sailors
You can count on finding
copies of the latest HOTLINE at
the Hobie dealers

AN NN N N

Pringle’s Marine Limited
Orillia, Ontario

Olympic Ski & Sall
Ottowa, Ontario

Windbogs Sallcraft
Oftowa, Ontario
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Coast Catomaran France
Hyeres
GEORGIA
Dunbar Sails
St. Simons klond
Salling, Inc.
Smyrno

listed below.
ALABAMA Catomarine HAWAII
Patton's Boat Afioat Toronto, Eost, Ontorio Valley isles Marine Center
Foirhope Soll Craft of Conoda Kohului
Kirklond, Quebec A
. Froome's Solling Co.
ARIZONA Peter's Adventure Sports Kodwo
MHoble House—Arizona Regino, Soskotechwon Nowiliwili Morine
Phoenix
COLORADO Uhve
AUSTRALIA Rocky Mountein Marine ILLINOIS
c..:o Cat Australia Divar i ek
rino Sunsport of Colorado Corbondale
CALIFORNIA Fort Colling Salling Systems, Inc.
Gold Country Cat House Chinook Sailboat Crystol Loke
Auburn Pueblo Thede Marine
Sallboats of Bokersfield CONNECTICUT Downers Grove
Bakersfield Condlewood East Solling Center | SOW LoM
Hoble Sports Center Brookfield Fox Loke
Dona Point Noble Cot Bust Adventure Sports
Salling Center Eost Lyme .0(:“’6
Fresno Podad & Sall Homm's Holiday Morbor
Clovss Enterprises Modison Rome
Homewood New Englond Solls Springfield Salling Center
Regatte Sallboats Worehouse Pont Soringfield
Long Beoch Shoreline Sall INDIANA
Steve Curron Yochts Waterford Pias Moentils
Marina Del Rey vl
Sun Salls DELAWARE S
ek ok hor Marine © Doy;:' s Morine Service
Beor oge
Windy ""'ﬂ That Sallboat Place
Misten ti FLORIDA Southbend
niannes Cycle Marine Syrocuse
Hoble Newport Brodenton Sallboats Inc.
. :"::;"‘:""" Sallaway Westhekd
impire 9 |
Maorin ‘ C“;:::“ 1OWA
Oaklond ‘“Do' i Chalet Companies
mbl&'t‘e::udo ok Sllants Des Moines
Pt pten 8 Ft. Louderdale ITALY
So(vum:"o © Sellewey Cat Brothers
Fort Meyers
Hoble Sport Center s Sty B
Son Diego yprevne KANSAS
Ft. Waolton Beoch
Mobie Riverside S C & M Solicraft
Riverside Cobiils Chonute
Wind & Sea Sports Silbout Sumply Midwest Yacht Corp.
San Diego Olathe
Jocksonville
Sallboots South Bisea . American Inland Yochts
Son Jose Wichita
O'Nelll's Yacht Conter Sesen Boock
Sacr O Tropical Sallboats KENTUCKY
Key West Lovisville Sallboat Sales
Mighland Enterpri
"':“* l‘;. hho:“ Action Sall & Sports Center Lowrsville
Melbo
Bay Winds Sallboat Co. Frmings s LOUISIANA
Vollejo Orlando Flying Cans
CANADA The Weathermark Soton Rouge
Sunburst Sallcroft Polm Horbor Pock and Poddle
Edmonton, Alberta Sandpiper Marine Lofayette
wi fing Alberte Ponoma City Allen Heath Yocht Soles
Colgary, Alberta Pensacola Sailing Center {ske: Charles
Chagt galawias Beadecole Cooks S&L Marine
Kelowno, 8.C Mariner Marine Shrwveport
Voncouver Island Marine Riviera Beoch MAINE
Voncouver, 8.C Adventure Yochts Sebago Hobie
Northern Sall Works Seminole North Windhom
Winnipeg, Manitoba G and R Sallboats
Atlantic Catamaraons South Noples MARYLAND
Fredericton, N. Brunswick The Cycle Shop Meryland Merine
Southwest Salls Tollohassee Middle River
Chathom, Ontario Tampa Solicroft MASSACHUSETTS
Jock Baker Marine Tompo Salicraf Corporntfom
Mississaguo, Ontario FRANCE Harwich Par?

Steve Mehl's Boat House
Hinghom

MEXICO

Vereros, A.A. de C.V
Mexico City

Hobie Dealers
Make sure you have plenty
of HOTLINES on hand.
s The most informative
catamaran publication available.

/ICHIGAN

The Weathermark
Bay City

Wolf's Annex
Benton Harbor

Sail Ploce
Cedor Springs

Grand Pointe Marina
Dimordale

Summit Hous of Michigon
Jockson

Hobie Sports Center
Kalomozoo

Sallboats, Inc.
Mt Clemens

Bloomfield Beach & Boat
Pontioc

Solty Dog Marine
Whitmore Loke

MINNESOTA

The Lift
Fridley

MISSISSIPPI
The Cot House
Jockson
Sails South

Jockson

MISSOURI
Salling The Wind
Springheld

MONTANA

Quiet World
Kolispell

NEBRASKA
Sall Loft
Omaha

NEVADA

Sail & Sport
Boulder City

Tohoe Marine & Sports
Incline Villoge

The Drydock
Inchne Villoge

Full Sall Sports

Renc

NEW HAMPSHIRE

Wilderness Outfitters
Milford

Arey's Marina
Moultonboro

New Hampshire Hobie Cat
Seabrook

NEW JERSEY

Cronford Boat ond Cance
Cronford

South Shore Marina
Hewitt

Hockenjos Boat Company
Loke Hopaikhong

Bayview Marine
Ocean City

Hoble Cat New Jersey
Seabright

NEW MEXICO

Salling Center
Albuquerque

NEW YORK

Jafco Morina
Buffalo

South Bay Salls
Clay

Northway Marine Division
Chifton Pork

Bellpat Marine
Eost Porchogue

The Boat Store New York
Massopequo

Sailing Canter of N.Y.
Rochester

Shumay
Rochester

Finger Lakes Hobie
Wotkins Glen

NEW ZEALAND
Performance Sailcraft
Tokapurna

NORTH CAROLINA

Skylond Sollcraft
Arden

Morsh's Surf-N-Sea
Atantic Beach
Greenville

Boyside Watersports, Inc.
Nogs Heod

Carolina Outdoor Sports
Raleigh

Sailor's Source
Roanoke Ropids

Ships Store North Caroline
Wilmington

NORTH DAKOTA

Scheels Sporting Goods
Forgo

Washburn Boat Shop
Washburn

OHIO
Salling Spirit
Both

Strictly Sail
Cincinnat
Doyton

Columbus Salling Center
Deloware

Clearfork Marina
Lexington

Sallboat Sales Toledo
Toledo

OKLAHOMA

Decoy Sporting Goods
Evfoulo

Norris Marine
Norman

Applegate Cove Marina
Sallisaw

Tuisa Sailcraft
Tlso

OREGON
Windjammers Waest
Portiond

PENNSYLVANIA

1.6. Hartman / Windpower
Adomstown

Pler West
Erie

Clews & Strawbridge
Frozer

Rollier Hardware
Pittsburgh

Sallboat Headquarters
South Hampton

PUERTO RICO

Valeria Caribe Cat, Inc.
Isla Verde

PHILIPPINES

Coast Catamaran—Philippines
Maonila

HOTLINE Circulation Department, PO. Box 1008, Oceanside, CA 92054 (619) 758-9100 x263

HOTLINE

RHODE ISLAND
Megrews Boats
Charleston
SOUTH AFRICA
Coat Catmaran Pty, Ltd.
Cope Town
Hobie Pretoria
Pretorio

SOUTH CAROLINA
Timeout Boats

Mt. Pleasant
SPAIN

Mobie Catamarans
Borcelono

TENNESSEE
Rooke Sails
Memphis

TEXAS

Sailboat Shop
Austin
Houston
San Antonio

Kyles Sailboats
Beaumont

Inland Sailboats
Dallas

Ft. Worth Sail & Marine
Ft. Worth

Woody's Paddles 'N Sails
Lubbock

Padre Marine Sports
So. Padre

Simpson’s Sailboat Shop
Tyler

Canoe & Trail Outfitters
Wichita Falls

UTAH

Hoble Village Sales
Ogden

VIRGINIA

Backyard Boats
Alexandria

Trall 'N Sall
Richmond

Peninsula Salling Center
Tobb

Trafton Marine
Virginia Beach

VERMONT

Chiott Marine
Burlington

WASHINGTON

Hoble Sports
Kirkland

Bettines' South Sound Marine
Olympia

Sports & Sail
Richland

Hohle Cats N.W.
Seattle

Sports Creel
Spokane

WISCONSIN

Little Pine Sailing Center
New Lsbon

Kinn Motors
Oconomowoc

WYOMING

Mountain Sports
Cosper




9’8" Long X

« All Fibergiass Construction
* Rust-Proof Marine Hardware
* Ample Storage Space

* Mounting Blocks Included

« Security Latches

« Stripes Optional

* Smooth Exterior

* Super Strong

» Light Weight—50 pounds

* Durable

* Weather Proof

« Perfect Storage for sails,
life jackets, rudders,
trampoline, coolers, etc.

Unbelievable Factory Direct Price $235 Same Day Shipment

HOYS SAIL AWAY
PO. Box 4474
Greenville, MS 38704

Phone 1-800-647-5552 Toll Free

601-335-1800 Miss. Res.

THE BEST FOR LESS . .. SAIL AWAY

SAIL
Ar

Put a Hoys Sail Away
under your Christmas tree!

HOBIE-18 Skip
Take the Mast-Hook Test

Have you ever found yourself

-® Putting the boat on ifs side
to _hook the main to the
mast?

e Folling bBehind in a roce
because your main has
slipped down the mast?

® Struggling to hook ‘your
sail instead of sailing?

ORDER NOW

Mast-Hook 819.95 each. P

us shipping ar

pers:

If so, then Mast-Hook is for
you. The specially en-
gineered ring and shackle
combination focks onfo the
halyard hook in seconds. Just
tie the halyard to the ring
according to instructions,
raise the sail and Mast-
Hook does the rest. Don’t
struggle with your main; sail
with Mast-Hook.

P e L T —p———

B e e

o #1 IN CAT
“COVERS SINCE 74!

;/ CAT mUIP has been the leader in

the design and marketing of covers for Hobie Cats since 1974. As
active sailors in the largest Hobie Fleet in the country, we know
firsthand what Hobie owners want and need in a first class cover.
“COVER IT WHEN YOU'RE DONE PLAYING WITH IT!” is
more than a catchy slogan; it’s the smart way to protect your Hobie’s
value. Every CAT EQUIP cover is proudly made in the USA and is
guaranteed against defects in material and/or workmanship.

SPK:IAL OFFER! Order before 12/1/84 and we'll
give you a “COVER IT” T-Shirt FREE! If you just want a T-Shirt,

fill out the coupon below and enclose a check or MO for $10.00.
Sorry, no phone or credit card orders for T-Shirts.

HGBIE HALIER OOVERS Protect your

Hobie from harmful ultra-violet rays, inconsiderate birds, acid rain
and polluted air. Secured with Velcro and straps, covers can be used
with the mast up or down. Cover is light green 65% polyester/35 %
cotton and can be machine washed. HEAVY DUTY COVERS. . .
are made of blue Sunbrella acrilan canvas with nylon cord ties and
leather chafe strips. HD covers are also available for towing your
Hobie at freeway speeds. NOTE: do not attempt to use covers not
specifically designed for towing.

HOBIE HALTER PRICES
Hobie 18 one-piece full coverage, #H-18-1 ... ... ... 175.00
Hobie 16 one-piece full coverage, #H-16-1 . ... ... .. 152.00
three-piece full coverage, #H-16-3 . ... .. .. 140.00
trampoline cover, #H-16TC . . . ... ... ... 47.00
Hobie 14 one-piece cover, #H-14-1 . . . . ... ... . ... 127.00
trampoline cover, #H-14TC . . ... ... ... 43.00
HEAVY DUTY COVER PRICES
Hobie 18 one-piece storage, #H-18-1HVY ......... 400.00
one-piece trailerable, #H18-1TOW . . . . .. .. 360.00
Hobie 16 one-piece storage, #H-16-1HVY . ........ 350.00
one-piece trailerable, #H-16-1TOW. . . . .. .. 300.00

IMPORTANT ORDERING INFORMATION

ORDER TOLL-FREE using your AMEX, VISA or MasterCard
Call MON-FRI 8:30-5:30 PST 1-800-833-6363

In CA call 619-455-7100

For information or to check on an order, please call
1-619-455-7100

Use the handy order blank below. Be sure and include UPS handling
charges. (CA residents include 6% sales tax)

Part # Description Price
CAGRHTEX |
UPS Handling $5.00
Total

OAMEX ([ VISA/MasterCard [ Check/MO

Card # Expires
Signature Phone ( )
Name

Address

City

State Zip

O Yes, send me a free “COVER IT” T-Shirt with my order.
O All T want is a “COVER IT” T-Shirt at $10.00 postpaid.
OSmall OMedium (JLarge [JX-Large
SEND ORDERS TO: CAT EQUIP, 7023 Carroll Rd.,
San Diego, CA 92121

NOVEMBERDECEMBER
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INVITES YOU TO COMPARE
ZORRO’S ANCIENT MARK ON H-16’s

Jibclew Traveler

Camcleat Crew

WITH THE SIMPLE SOLUTION FROM KISME

There is absolutely no good reason to force your H-16 Jib

“Z” set-up aggravates your problem when the wind is
blowing the hair off dogs and the “Z" also aggravates your
problem when the wind is barely a whisper

You don't need to be a sailboat expert or an engineer to
know that pulling 5/16 diameter line through several
severely sharp turns produces high friction resistance (yes
Clyde. especially if the line must be forced through a naked
hole in a piece of plastic).

If you are going to spend your hard earned money for
anything other than a stock boat set-up. it makes sense to

problems!
YOUR CHOICES

1. Eliminate the “Z" set-up and the unnecessary friction by

blocks -The Jib line goes directly from the Jib through
the ball bearing block on the traveler to the crew. The
most simple, easiest to operate system available which
simultaneously gives you the lowest weight and
lowest possible stack-up to accomodate maximum mast
rake.

2. Eliminate the “Z" set-up by using the KISME IT. The
Jib sheet goes straight from the Jib. through a stan
dard cam cleat (Mounted directly on the traveler) to
the crew. A simple, easy to operate system which also
gives you light weight and very low stack-up.

3. Retain the stock “"Z" set-up. but use the KISME OK
option with premium Harken ball bearing blocks on
your traveler. This will give you the finest low friction

with the lowest possible stack-up geometry.
NOTE: Clyde says that ALL Hobie ‘Cat® Jib systems are
enhanced by using the KISME Quick on the Jib

ing Harken blocks at the point where the force is
applied to the Jib. The Quick simultaneously gives
you simple, fast-pin, no fumble, extra low stack-up
capability.

SIMPLY BETTER

(From the company with the 5 year registered guarantee)

1983 KISME. INC 118 Millridge Road. Universal City, Texe
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sheet through a torturous “Z" turn to control your jib. The |

buy a guaranteed solution instead of swaping |

installing the KISME OK with Ochsen self cleating |

“Z" set-up money can buy and also gives you simplicity |

clew. The Quick provides super smooth ball bear- |

Hot Products

Triathlons Inspire O’Neill’s
“Tiburon”

O'Neill Inc. has announced the introduction of “The Tiburon,”
a hooded vest made of 1.5mm closed cell neoprene. The vest is
designed to cover the head and chest, prime areas of heat loss
and capillary exposure.

The inspiration for this new product was the growing triathlon
boom and the need for triathletes to stay warm in the water
without sacrificing ease of movement. A short pant has been
designed to accompany the vest and provide warmth for the
lower torso, butiocks and groin. The vest and pant are available
in specialty shops throughout the nation. For more information
write O'Neill at 1071 41st Ave., Santa Cruz, California 95062 or
call: 408-475-7500.

Deep See Introduces Seeflex

Deep See Products has introduced a new neoprene boot
that the company claims is much easier to put on and take off.
The new boot, called the Seeflex has no zippers or straps and is
available in 3/16"” and 1/4" thicknesses. Both thicknesses
feature Deep See€'s reef sole, a rubber sole permanently
volcanized to the Nylon Il uppers. The new boots are available
in sizes five through 12. For more information contact Deep See
Products, 2979 Koapaka St., Honolulu, Hawaii 96819.
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Continued from page 30

sailors seldom voyage far from home. Why
would they want to? Aside from being a
sailor's dream (See Phil Whitney's personal
comments on page 31), the Fiji Islands are
a welcome sight for any adventurer who
longs for the primitive life but likes lobster in
Mornay sauce for dinner. That's the kind of
place Fiji is. Thick jungles and dry
grasslands co-exist on the same island.
Thatched bures with pigs lying in the mud
in front look like they were built for the eyes
of the tourists who stay in large hotels
nearby.

Although Fleet 252 numbers only about
a dozen, they are a close knit group of
people who thoroughly enjoy their sport.
They can also be pretty radical sailors.
They're still talking about the time they
sailed from Suva to Pacific Harbor, a dis-
tance of about 30 miles, powered by the
tail end of a hurricane. Needless to say, it
lent a new meaning to the term “screaming
reach.”

Aside from the excitement of sailing in
an environment with almost guaranteed
wind, the Fijian Hobie Cat sailors are
blessed with one of the most beautiful
geographies in the world for sailing. The
islands off the east coast of Viti Levu are a
popular destination for the hardy group of
sailors. The outer islands, like the Yasawas,

still feature some uninhabited islets. In fact,
there are over 100 islands in the Fiji group
that are uninhabited. The ones that are
support small communities or resorts.
Some are the private domains of American
or European robility. Raymond Burr, for
example, is selling his private island and
estate for just over $2.5 million Fijian dol-
lars (2.25 million U.S. dollars). Magazine
publisher Malcolm Forbes has recently
opened a very private resort hideaway on
his island.

Visitors to Fiji who would like to follow in
the footsteps of the great island navigators
or just fly a Hobie might find it difficult to
fulfill their sailing fantasy. While many of the
hotels boast Hobie Cats for rent, finding
one in workable condition is tricky. On a
recent visit, a reporter found that three out
of four popular hotels which offered Hobies
for rent did not have one boat fit for taking
out on the water. Tony Philp, the Fijian
Hobie dealer, has been trying to rectify this
situation by offering maintenance service,
but, so far, the hotels have not snapped up
his plan. However, many of the members
of Fleet 252, in the best spirit of the Hobie
tradition, are willing to lend their boats to
qualified skippers. Hobie sailors wishing to
contact owners should write to Tony Philp,
Tradewinds Marine, Box 3038, Lami, Fiji.
Those who may be unsure of their itinerary
while in Fiji may want to call Philp at
361228 when they arrive. o -

RECUTS REPAIRS

SKIP ELLIOTT SAILMAKERS

870 PRODUCTION PLACE

NEWPORTBEACH, CA 92627
7141645-6697

SPECIALIZING IN HOBIE CATS'

Mainsail Racing Recut

with Teflon Boltrope .. ... .. $85.00
Jib Reshape Seams . ........ $65.00
Pie Shape Tell-Tale Window . . . $10.00
Oblong Tell-Tale Window. . . . . $12.00
Vision Windows

ICEADEENL. o050 30 oo A $25.00

B s noics o e e s s $20.00
Clew Board for Jibs (5 Holes) .. $16.00
g o g | A SR, $24.00
Sta/Master Turnbuckles

BOXOO < 5. st osis W@ aaas asino s $18.00

IDNNE 5 S e 0 i pmmramgzn $16.00

* % % * ] WEEK SERVICE * x x x

All shipments via U.P.S_ Ireight collect C.0.0
Prices subject lo change without notice

All reshaping in accordance with
the Hobie Class rules.
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The Third Hobie 18 World Championship.
Port MacQuarie, New South Wales, Australia.
February 9-17,1985.

his year, the thunder heads down under as world class Hobie sailors travel to Port
MacQuarie, Australia to compete in the third Hobie 18 World Championships.

Whether you are a spectator or a competitor, this meeting of Hobie greats will provide
the perfect excuse to see Australia, the fantastic land where sailing is a way of life. The
racing itself will be fierce. The greats, including reigning World Champion, Brett Dryland,
will be in attendance. What better way to put your sailing skills to the test.

Port MacQuarie, the site of the event, is situated on the mid-north Pacific coast of New
South Wales, just a few hours from sophisticated Sydney. The town is blessed with warm
offshore currents and a ridge of hills which produce a warm coastal pocket. Official
records prove that Port MacQuarie and its environs have the best climate in all of eastern
Australia. And remember, when it's winter here, it's summer there.

The warm weather and fresh sea breezes promise plenty of exciting sailing and fun for
family members and spectators who want to sit on the beach and catch a tan.

Have a go mate! Be there when the Thunder Down Under rolls over Australia.



RAVEL PACKAGES INCLUDE:

= Round trip airfare from San Francisco or Los Angeles to
Sydney aboard Qantas Airlines, the official carrier of the Hobie
18 World Championships, including free stopovers in both
Hawaii and Tahiti plus an additional stop in New Zealand, New
Guinea or Fiji.

= Eight nights accommodations at a choice of properties all
located near the championship site.

= Airfare from Sydney to Port MacQuarie and return.

= Sydney and Port MacQuarie airport transfers.

= Meeting assistance for groups arriving and departing.

RAVEL OPTIONS

All this for only $1750.00 per person based on four people
sharing an apartment. With the beachfront hotel as your
accommodation, the price goes up to $1900.00 based on double
occupancy. Hotel and apartments are all near the race site with
restaurants and sporting facilities located nearby. Apartments
are available with one or two bedrooms. Space is limited and
reservations are held on a first come, first serve basis. For more
g:tailed price and accommodation information, fill out the form

low.

See Australia. There are several travel options available for before or after the racing’s over.

Keep in mind that any additional airfare is not included.

SYDNEY/3 NIGHTS

Visit the beautiful city on the harbor. The beaches, mountains
and waterways make this cosmopolitan city a worthwhile
attraction. The Sydney package includes: three nights at the old
Sydney Hotel situated in the historic Rocks area; a full day
excursion to Katoomba in the spectacular Blue Mountains and
the Australian Wildlife Park; Sydney in a day via The Rocks, the
opera house and a harbor cruise; dinner at the Summit revolving
restaurant overlooking the city; round-trip transfers by private
car from the airport to the hotel and back; half day tour of the
city and the southern beaches.

This trip departs February 6, 18 and 19. Price per person is
approximately $250.00 per person based on double occupancy.

THE RED CENTER/4 NIGHTS

While in Australia, why not see the heart of the country, Ayers
Rock? This package includes one night's accommodation in
Adelaide, South Australia; an overnight stay at Yulara Resort, all
meals included; an opportunity to climb Ayers rock and return at
sunset; a full day tour to Standley Chasm with its amazing colors
and formations; round trip transfers from hotels and airports.

This trip departs February 18 and 21 only. Price per person
based on double occupancy is approximately $400.00.

Fﬂﬂ MORE INFORMATION

SAIL THE WHITSUNDAY ISLANDS/5 NIGHTS

What better way to end your Australian holiday than a few
tranquil days aboard a yacht visiting Australia’s private beaches.
This package includes an overnight stay in Sydney in the heart
of the nightiife; bareboat charter on a choice of vessels for four
days and nights, provisions included; all transfers.

This excursion departs February 18 and 20. The price ranges
from $250.00 to $500.00 per person depending on the size of
the boat chartered and is based on parties of four.

SEE NEW ZEALAND/3 NIGHTS

The intriguing north islands are a water sportsman’s paradise.
Visit the thermal region and the beautiful Waltomo caves. See
the glow worm grotto.

This package includes two nights at the Rotorua Hyatt; a half
day of visiting the city, a visit to Maori Village, and one night at
Taupo. New Zealand trips leave February 18 and 20. The price is
$175.00 per person based on double occupancy.

QANTAS ‘

Please send me more travel information about Australia and the Hobie 18 World Championship

OMc/Mrs. OMr OMr

Mailing Address
City State Zip
Telephone ( ) Number in party | am interested in additional stops CJ Yes 1 No

| have the following questions:

Send this form to: World Travel Consultants, P.O. Box 1527, El Toro, CA 92630, or call Marianne or Steve, in California: (800) 432-7436, other states: (800) 854-6733



| ° WETSUITS DESIGNED FOR SAILING FROM MURRAYS
Look great while sailing longer, warmer, and in comfort.

Key elements for superior fit, comfort
and style:

» New, super-soft neoprene

» Glued, taped seams with smooth
inside stitching

» YKK zips, Delrin pulls with inside
flaps

Style & function coordinated

SAILING JOHN (3mm)
Reinforced seat & knees, front zip

SAILING JACKET (2mm)
Nylon sleeves with drains & pocket

y

.MM o
Y =y
/

LT

SAILING CAP (3mm)
Warmth, like adding 2mm to suit thickness

SAILING SLIPPERS
Lightweight, rugged protection and traction
Exclusive features: full wave soles, inner soles

SAILING BOOTS (2mm)
Warm, .rugged, traction & good looks

MURRAYS MARINE
P.O. Box 490  Carpinteria, CA 93013  (805) 684-8393

SEE YOUR DEALER FOR FULL DETAILS AND SURPRISINGLY LOW PRICES
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v




\,AN_E SERVES AS A
HOBIE H°' 'lps GL OR FOR ﬁ l:f::lE XV%ET(‘I;IQEE(]??S

EXCELLENT GIFT
YOUR CHOICE OF A FLAG -

Just Like New $1495

Editor’s Note: Cynthia Bucholtz has some sound advice for all COMPLETE WITH AMERICAN, ENSIGN, JOLLY
! 12x18 FLAG & ROGERS, CONFEDERATE,
Hobie sailors on how to keep Hobie Cats looking like new and HARDWARE & PLAN COLORS — WHITE, RED,
performing up to expectations. It sounds like common sense, INSTRUCTIONS BLUE. GOLD.
but sometimes common sense solutions are the last ones to be +gos AT R o
thought of. 14.16.18 AND FLAG
. f0m smacxsr ano PN ol doreyods
4 / - / z STEEL AND FIBREGLASS STAFF
One way that I've found to keep my Hobie 16 in workable o T T
condition and to help prevent corrosion is to lubricate all the MICHIGAN RESIDENTS CLIPS, EASY TO INSTALL
tracks and moving metal parts with WD-40 or similar product. | PLUS 1.25 FOR OEALER INOUIRIES INVITED
PING JLOR
even lubricate the rudder system and the rudders lock and WRPNOINURA: _ 1812 REDWOOD
IF VANE GLORY ISN'T FLYING JENISON, MICHIGAN 43428
unlock easily. My boat is nearly three years old, and, with weekly IT ISN'T WORTH SAILING” 6161 457.9716

lubrication plus thorough washings after sailing in salt water, the
boat has absolutely no corrosion.
If you can't afford an expensive cover, protect your cat the

cheap way. | put two inexpensive white sheets over my Hobie D S
o It In Style

(be sure to use king or queen size). To keep the sheets from

blowing off, | put small wooden slabs on the corners of the with a brightly colored sail
sheets. This will protect the trampoline, jib lines, traveller tracks and boom hag
and cleats. Qur bag made from the finest marine canvas features a
bright yellow, blue and red stripe combination that is not only
Cyl?th'a BdUCgO"Z water-repellent, mildew-resistant and incredibly tough, but a
Hollywood, Florida real breakthrough in color design.
- - FOR HOBIE

Trailering Safety 14-1618 $569°5

Trailering Hobie catamarans at night for many years on our ADD $3.00 SHIPPING PREPAID ORDERS OR VIA UPS C.O.D
nation's highways gave me cause to wonder about the number THE VINYL CONNECTION (314) 962-2562
of motorists, who, being confronted by a rudder or two only fAsk for Captain Bob)
inches away from their grills or windshields suddenly hit the 2027 Woodsy Drive ® Brentwood, Missouri 63144
brake pedal. The solution, of course, would be to remove the Dealer Inquiries Invited (Closed Mondays)

rudder assembly when trailering. However, this still leaves the
mast protruding as a more formidable impaling device for the
unwary tailgater. The introduction of the new black epoxy

rudders will probably increase the potential hazard as their use

becomes more prevalent. For the lazy, quick rig sailors among

us, here is a simple and quick way of attaching reflective

devices to the rudder ends without drilling holes. I
Start with two of the three inch reflectors that are available in =

any of the auto or hardware supply stores. These are plastic
surrounded with a metal frame which has two holes punched in . B
both ends. The tabs can be bent back easily with pliers. QU'Ck, relld ble CO'TITO'

Next, cut two pieces of 3"x3"x6" deep high density flotation mode the HO‘I‘S‘”CK 1.he

foam rubber with shears or a knife. An excellent source for this

foam rubber is the interior of an old Type Il life vest that many world’s
boaters have left from their first life vest purchase before
graduating to the more fashionable lightweight models. This mos‘l’
type of foam rubber retains its shape and does not hold water. ’

Attach the rubber blocks to the reflector backs using a pOpUIQr
waterproof glue such as contact cement or silicone RTV. Next, 2
cut a slitin the back end of the rubber block with a sharp knife, - ; g : 1’|"er
leaving about one inch at the top and bottom uncut. For extra § o= S il .
durability or in case the rubber begins to tear, wrap the entire & eXTenSIOI'I .
rubber block with duct tape. ¥ N

After the glue has set, slip the assembly firmly on the rudder R SN
bottom, hook one end of an elastic tie down cord to one metal N B AN The HOBlE
tab, and then run the cord around the rudder kick-up assembly * .
and hook it to the other metal tab. Equalize the elastic tension / 2 ) HOTSTICK
on both sides of the rudder so that the reflector remains ———— - > when
perpendicular to the rudder. The elastic cord should be long T
enough (at least 36 inches) to exert just enough pressure to V4 total
hold the assembly on the rudders rather than being so tight it N H
skews the reflector assembly. Happy and safe trailering. ; A COﬂffOl !|'S
Al Buono \ a must.
Doylestown, Pennsylvania — Forproductinformation I

' call: 805/489-2518
AVAILABLE AT YOUR HOBIE DEALER
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FOR CHRISTMAS GIVE THAT
SPECIAL SOMEONE
a little

N
\\

o \‘- *
TLC
4

N

,, The First Outboard
St Motor Bracket
From for Hobie, 14, 16, and 18"

the company who makes the Propels to speeds in excess of 6 knots using the
1.2 H.P. tboard tor. Provid
SIMPLY BETTER TANAKA 120 (1.2 ) outboard motor. Provides

safe sure momentum against currents. Makes docking
products easy when winds are becalmed. Motor and bracket

weigh less than 17 Ibs. Installs in minutes. Removes in
seconds for racing. Both sailing and motoring positions
clear the boom and tiller.

*Brackets also available for other catamarans. For
prices send for FREE brochure or see your local dealer.

Cheata Outboard Motor Bracket 5
* The TLC (Patent Pending) is a Tiller Linkage connector P.O. Box 123‘:: m
for all Hobie Cats®. The TLC takes the slop, the spring. :g:;igi)r:;d’)'g L 33455 =
the binq and th.e fru'strapon out of lh'e Tiller-to-crossbar Call or wilte for dotalle on cHEA A
connection. Satisfaction is guaranteed! end of year sale! Dealer J

Not class legal. request pending inquiries welcome. THE PERFECT MATE FOR YOUR CAT
1983 KISME, INC 118 Millridge Road . Universal City. Texas 78148  (All Rights Reserved) & U.S. PAT NO. 4227480 J

2
~ ADD EXCITEMENT | | '« &R * X
. TO YOUR SAILING > ‘

“\_Trampoline Bar Covers that prevent slipping 2"%)

« Enhances footing i L
Won’t scmtch skin GNUM-18 WING SUPPORTS

L
Easily installed between your mast pivot and Magnum-18
folded wings - these supports are essential for trailering or storing

o Durable gs-| 2 X {artraltennge 4
a Magnum-18.

° Permanent L CM7738 Magnum Wing Supports (pair) ................. 24.50

o Neutral color

EASY TO APPLY « NO MESSY GLUE OR APPLICATORS

TRAMPOLINE NON-SLIP BAR COVERS

(postage paid within continental U.S.A— all others F.O.B. delivered). Send check or M.O. to COFFEY MARINE 320 E. Walnut. El Sequndo

Calif. 90245 Phone (213) 640-8838. Please send [or free brochure.

l Name :
I Address SPLASH GUARD* LACING CLOSURES
' City State Zip I Closures complete the trampoline on your Hobie. Install these
I tough closures to keep gear and beer on board and water below.
| Telephone Area Code S I * Formerly Winter Lacing because you need it in every sailing
. season.
' Enclosed is a check for CM7722H4 Splash Guard Hobie 14 29,50
) c M7722H4 Splas rd Hobiedd ... . :vocioins i g o295
Send set(s) for 14’ catamaran at $17.95 each I ("!I'/'"""Il'i \',n;Nh ('_Z(:rzm“bi)m g
/ H : " Miies - as U €10 ... . . . @t
I (postage paid within continental U.S.A— all others F.O.B. delivered). l CM7722H8 Splash Guard Hobie 18 S 29.50
I Send set(s) for 16" catamaran at $19.95 each I

Calif. residents add 6% sales tax
L Mail to: GCB Inc., P.O. Box 72, Hewitt, N.J. 07421 \ )
=
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Two Lifejackets = Two Lives

Two lives were saved off the coast of New Jersey this summer
because Hobie Cat sailors remembered to wear their lifejackets.
Ocean City, New Jersey resident Chris Haury found herself in
the ocean and drifting about 4:30 p.m. as a result of being
thrown clear during a capsize of the Hobie that she and Roy
Schoberle were sailing. Since she had her lifejacket on,
however, she was able to drift into shore in about two hours.
Had it not been for the jacket, she may have drowned in the
hour it took for the Coast Guard to receive the report of a
missing sailor. At about the same time, Mark Steelman and
Steve Picker were sailing off Margate, when Steelman fell off the
boat. Since he was the only one of the two that knew how to salil
the Hobie, Picker had to drift into shore and was not able to
retrieve his friend. Fortunately, Steelman drifted into the beach.
Once again, wearing a lifejacket saved a life.

Santa Flies a Hull

Jeff and Kimberly McLendon of San Antonio, Texas
combined their Hobie spirit with Christmas Spirit last year when
they placed Santa out on the trapeze wire of their Hobie 16 and
used him to decorate their front lawn. They won a community
sponsored prize and the admiration of the other sailors in their
fleet. The local TV stations even sent out crews to film the scene.
The display took hours to build. It included over 1000 small
lights and, according to the McLendons, the top of the mast
could be seen for blocks.

It may not be as romantic as eight tiny reindeer, but it sure
looks like alot more fun.,

INTRODUCING Cwo Cwo One™

Thetrapeze spring back system
for the serious on the wire
skipper/crew.
he Cwe Two One™ is not just
another fancy gadget, but an
effective spring back system
similar to those used on Olym-
pic Class Cats now available for
your HC-16, HC-14. And Cwe
Cwo One™ is class racing
approved
Its items like the Twe Two One™
that separate the class rigs from
the toy rigs
¢ Drastically extends shock
cord life
¢ Free movement from bow to
stern
* Keeps dog bones in place not
in your face :
¢ Detailed instructions
e Includes all stainless steel
mounting hardware and
shock cord
[JHC-16 DOUBLE TRAP $34.95(J CHECK [ MONEY ORDER
[JHC-16 SINGLE TRAP $26.95 [ OUTSIDE U.S. AND CANADA
[JHC-14 SINGLE TRAP $26.00  SEND PRICING INFO

NAME
ADDRESS

STATE ZIP

NOR-EAST MARINE DESIGN
PO. Box 328 HOLMDEL, NEW JERSEY 07733, US A.

DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOME

COUNTRY

1 1 1 1
STAINED GLASS
YOUR OWN
CATAMARAN COLORS
ALL STANDARD COLOR
COMBINATIONS AVAILABLE -
® Handcrafted-Leaded Stained Glass
® Standing - 3-Dimensional

® 74"H x 5"L x 1%4"W
® Custom Colors Available

® Include Sail Numbers If Desired

Send Check. Money Order or VISA/MasterCard/ |4

Amer. Express Acct. Number & Expiration Date
Be sure to include Sail Colors.

s 95 Incl. Shipping [ The ]
in USA |
| 29 SR i . Glasscutter i
land add $1.50)
Dealer Ind. Res. add 11604 River Rd., Carmel, IN 46032
Inquiries Invited 5% Sales Tax  (317) 846-6267 (317) 844-2198
1 1 5 b i 1 1

INTERLOCK MAST WITH S o
MAST-CADDIE®

The MAST-CADDIE is a valuable and
efficient CARRIER SYSTEM. The Aqua-
Caddie fits the 18, 16, & 14 Hobies. The
AQUA-CADDIE is designed for large or
small Oscar and most other coolers. The
Aqua-Caddie may hold rain gear and
items. Cooler Not included.
® Interchangeable between catamarans
® Main unit is injection-molded polypropolene,
& brass or stainless hardware
® NOTE: Safety tie down not furnished,
but recommended.

ONE YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY
Purchaser may obtain a refund within 15 days
of purchase and replacement of any defective
part for one year.

AMiciwest Agealics

7315 LAHSER, BIRMINGHAM, MI 48010
(313) 644-4993
OR
MURRAY'S MARINE DIST
P.O. BOX 490
CARPINTERIA, CA 93013
(805) 684-5446

(California Residents, add 6% Sales Tax)

0 C.0.D. (U.S. Only)

£ Chck Enciosed SEE YOUR LOCAL DEALER or order direct:

O Master Charge SHIPPED IN USA VIA UPS. PREPAID (no P.O. Box No's please)
O Visa (Bankamericard)

Hoble Mast-Caddle: Name

0 Stern Only $39.95

O Bow Only $24.95 Address
O Both Bow/ Stern $64.90 City State Zip
0 Aqua-Caddic: $34.95  Account
. 5 Number
Chack type of Cat o O Please send more
O Hobie 18 O Magnum Expiration Date ____ information
O Hobie 16 p
O Hobie 14 U.S. Patent Pending “Reg. U.S. Pat. Off.
0O OtherCat.
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What'’s on
the Cats

at the
Worlds and
Nationals

Pocket
Protector™
LUFF CAPS

(Pat. Pend.)

ST

Without Pocket Protector With Pocket Protector
7 L0 [ 2| R ——. $ 595
HC-14-6-1(6 Battens) ..... $ 6.95
LB s e oo $ 8.95
5 LS [ | I | — $ 3.95
L [ $ 9.95

B850, 4 smmmaiznss 2o avng $ 995

Gooseneck Bearing Kit
(Pat. Pend.)
el PV [ o] R — $ 3.95
Jib Traveler Car
For HC-16 (Pat. #4,319,537)
HJC-16 (set:of 2). «..cvu s $14.95
Also Available From TrenTec
Perfect Pocket® Draft Gauges™

HC-14 (for5 or6)......... $ 495
| T T T T $ 4.95
HERT 8 nnsasmvmiisanvamen $ 4.95

Perfect Pocket® Batten Caps™ !
(Pat.#4,335,669)

For Stock Hobie Battens

HC-14 (incl. 6 caps)....... $ 995
HC-16 Main.............. $12.95
HG16:11b s ssonsasives & $ 6.95
G b T PP $14.95
For Foam Battens (set of 10)

5 ¢t £ R P $14.95

Kick Back™ Rudder
Return Kits (pat. #4,218,986)
For HC-14 & 16
(each set equips 2 rudders)

Standard Kit(s)............ $11.95
‘Fast Cat’ Window Decals
Decal(s)::isnssisas 95¢ ea.

Available at most Hobie®
dealers or order direct
by writing:

(B r'l?on'l'ec Inc.

P.O. BOX 1146
JENSEN BEACH, FL 33457
(305) 334-0929
Be sure to specify your boat and size and include

check. Florida residents add 5% sales tax. We pay
postage. MasterCard and Visa, include card num-

ber and expiration date
9 o

HOBIE
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A Speclal Weekend

BY LOIS MOXLEY AND TOM BARKEY

Maryland's Fleet 54 plunged headlong
into the world of the Special Olympics, the
games organized especially for the phys-
ically and mentally handicapped to enable
them to participate in athletic contests and
feel the satisfaction of (‘O'Y")OY ng. For two

days during the month
Fleet 54 introduced 15 Spcua& Olympians
to the sport of Hobie Cat sailing

The weekend began with an orientation
ride on the boats for each of the Olym
pians, none of whom had ever been
sailing before. After they had become
accustomed to the boats, several hours
were spent teaching some very basic sail
ing techniques and some race strategy.

After a break for lunch, the skippers and

the special Olympians (along with the skip-

per’s regular crew who was aboard as a
safety precaution), hit the water for the
start of the formal racing. The boats were
divided into five fleets of three boats each
Each fleet competed amongst itself for the
gold, silver and bronze, but all the boats
started together which added an extra
thrill for the Olympians. Race committee
chairman Dan Fremeyer chose two
course twos for both of Saturday’s races
Afterwards, all sailors were treated to a
chicken barbeque provided by the local
Cecil County Jaycees. This was followed
by a campfire with Bluegrass music

f July, members of

Sunday morning saw the official open
ng of the games with the traditional torch
ceremony. The Olympic flame was
brought into shore by Olympian Dave
Blackburn and sailing partners John and
Betsy Flanigan. Dave and Betsy then ran
the torch to its final perch overlooking the
river. With the reciting of the Special Olym-
pic Oath: “Let me win, but if | cannot win,
let me be brave in the attempt,” and a wish
for luck, the Olympians and their partners
were off again. Sunday's racing was on a
course two and a course four.

After securing the Hobies and wolfing
iown a late afternoon lunch, everyone
gathered in front of the torch for the closing
ceremonies. Following the speeches
each Olympian received a gold, silver or
bronze medal placed around their necks
with great joy by the participating fleet
members. Then, with a smile, the newly
bemedaled Hobie sailors gave their part-
ers a hug and said thank you

These were two days that the fleet mem
bers will not forget for a long time to come
They were filled with friendship between
the fleet and 15 mentally retarded individ-
uals who proved themselves worthy Hobie
Cat sailors in this, the First Special Olympic
Hobie Cat Regatta. The participating
members of Fleet 54 are to be commend
ed by Hobie Cat sailors everywhere. & _




That’s right, for. 984 O e e Wez] prowdes you maximum
“Catjohn and ezebzéaker I are  durability in those high stréssm suztso{fe

so comfortaMe we're finding'that. . areas.- - - ";\\ " nation o‘fﬂ zbzlzty, warm :
/ people just don't know whenito. _ Th Bée Sker I SIStndll dutab1]1ty .even'in
come in out.of the cold. = zebreaker [, alsoana _ > - g
_ «time Ho ing favorite, isa iNeill wetsuits, $o com.
The Catjohn has along 2 way /" 2mm Nyloti IS¢ ‘Witb’WZzter- ey may éhangetbeway o1 L
zipper for ease of entry and exif.  proof nylon sleeves providings. ~ nof to mention the wealig‘e (o)1 RS

With knee pads and a buitt patch, scu] 111:\)];\ \ Pty

O'Neill, Inc., 1071 41st Avenue; Santa Cruz, CA 95062 (408) 475-7500 - TWX 910-598-4413 “SUN SACZ”
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Some are Ownrlght

Tough looks. Tough
performance. Tough-to-beat
value. TheyTe all yours to
choose if your choice is Dodge
Ram 50

You can choose a lot of fun
if you want to. Because this
import comes in two- or
four-wheel drive. Or maybe
you want a hard-worker. Count
on Ram 50’s standard 1630-
" pound payload to handle your
day-by-day hauling needs.

Like your trucking on the
mean side? With its 2.6L. gas
engine, Ram 50 Royal offers
the largest 4-cylinder engine
you can get in a pickup -plus a
hefty 108 horsepower. All
standard. And with an optional
2.3L.turbo diesel, its America’s
meanest, most powerful diesel

import pickup, too.

Last year’s Ram 50 Custom
was America’s lowest priced
truck™ Import or otherwise.
This years Ram 50 is still the
one for outstanding value.

The '85 Ram 50 Custom is
no stripped-down model. It
comes custom equipped. With
beefy 14" steel belted radials.
Dual outside mirrors. Power
front disc brakes. A double
walled cargo box. Tinted glass.
Even a standard radio.

Plus another value break-
throu%h The best and longest
outer body rust-through

A GREAT TRUCK. A GREAT VALUE.

RAM 50 CUSTOM

warranty you can get on any
compact truck, domestic or
import. Five years or 50,000
miles. Whichever comes first.
At no extra cost.+

Talk to your Dodge Truck
dealer soon. He's got Ram 50's
as tough or as mean as you
want ‘em

Ram 50. Imported for Dodge.

Limited warranty. Ask for details
*Vehicle above shown with dealer installed
options
**Base list price comparison. Standard
equipment levels varied
BUCKLE UP FOR SAFETY.

g
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