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HAVE A
HOBIE DAY!

MENS AND BOYS SWIMWEAR, JACKETS, WALK SHORTS, WOVEN SHIRTS,
KNIT SHIRTS, SCREEN TEES, PANTS AND ACCESSORIES.

‘ HOEBIE APPAREL, INC.
EXECUTIVE OFFICES
2115 FLOYD STREET, BURBANK, CALIFORNIA 91504
TWX 9104985706

‘ SALES OFFICES Colorado 303-295-1302 Missouri 314-993-4902
New York 212-695-5510 Atlanta 404-588-1013 Michigan 313-358-3363
Hawaii 808-537-1191 Florida 305-483-7575 North Carolina 919-967-1313
Minnesota 612-343-3133 Washington 206-621-9267 Tennessee 615-352-6386
Los Angeles 213-627-1713 Puerto Rico 809-781-4337 Georgia 404-832-7023
Texas 713-469-1307 Virginia 804-744-1124 Mississippi 601-485-6378




Dealer Inquiries Invited

Glare and ultraviolet are the two main
causes of eye fatigue after a long day
in the sun. We designed our own
lenses after realizing there wasn'’t any-
thing available that fit our specific
needs. We took a 6-base optically
ground polarized lens for its strong
glare reducing properties, added spe-
cial lens coatings for antireflective and
ultraviolet protection. Combine a supe-
rior lens with comfortable French nylon
frames and you have what we wanted
all along, a quality sunglass for people
into watersports. Available in five
styles.

Hobie Sunglasses
P.O. Box 2516
Capistrano Beach
CA 92624
(714) 496-5606




SALTWATER
SCIENCE

Rip Curl's research team, which includes
World 18 footer Champion, Brett Dryland and guys like lan Bashford
(pictured above) have worked hard to earn their places in the top ranks.
They know the value of good equipment,
and recognise the simple fact that they're not warm and comfortable, they can't
maintain 100% concentration and efficiency.

Proven innovations like Paper Thin™Action Panels, our new leg tie design
and super flexible Hi - Tek™Neoprene show that Rip Curl's Saltwater Science goes
further than just the drawing board, too!

The new Rip Curl’s are all about action, fum, warmth and freedom. If that's
the kind of sailing your into, you should be into Rip Curf!

it

3817 Sth. El Camino Real, San Clemente, USA. l I |" .I , SERIES O
Phone: (714) 498 4920. Telex: RIPCURL SNCL 681330
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REGATTA REVIEW
24/Gone With the Wind 83

With erratic weather conditions, Division 9 sailors meet in Atlanta, Georgia.

26/Mid Americas

Light winds plague this Nationals qualifier.

32/1983 Hobie 18 World Championship

Australian Brett Dryland claims another championship on the French Riveria.

16/Racing Clinic

Joe Flaherty presents another saga with Mel Furd and the rules of racing.

20/ Wetsuits

Wetsuits and foul weather gear; what to look for and where to buy it.

47 /Hobie Class Association World Council Meeting
ON THE COVER The latest news affecting Hobie class racers around the globe.

74/Worrell 1000

A different twist to the longest Hobie race in the world.

DEPARTMENTS

9/Hobietorial
11/Letters
51/Hobie Racing
68/Reader’s Forum
73/Hobie Briefs
79/Last Look

Flying on a Hobie 18. Photo Hot Line Publications, all rights reserved. The Hot Line magazine is published bi-monthly by the World Hobie Class
by Guy Motil Association, 4925 E. Oceanside Blvd., Oceanside, CA 92056. Subscriptions in USA $9 per year (six issues); in Canada
and other foreign countries, $15 per year.
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The new multi-sport safety vest from Hobie Cat is primo—inside and out.

On the outside, the Blue Hawaii vest sports panels of dark, medium and light blue. These are highlighted by
red piping and adjustable red heavy duty webbing belts. The vest is secured with improved, easier-to-use Delrin
buckles, which have a quick release mechanism that can be operated with one hand.

The colors of the Blue Hawaii vest complement many sail/hull color schemes, as well as most wetsuits.

On the inside, the Blue Hawaii vest boasts superior flotation distribution. There's more flotation in the front,
to roll the wearer face-up in the water. Indeed, the flotation material itself is superior, being the highest quality
Uniroyal Ensolite® foam. This is a closed-cell construction foam that cannot be damaged by puncturing.

Cut wide under the arms for freedom of movement, the vest weighs 22 ounces. It's United States Coast
Guard approved as a Type Ill Personal Flotation Device.

EZ STEP.

A simple gin pole arrangement allows you to raise and
lower the mast of your Hobie single-handedly. It utilizes
the trailer winch for power or a block and tackle for
off trailer use. (available at extra charge) Lines snap
in place to eleminate side-to-side sway.

(J Stabilizes mast completely

0 Attaches quickly without tools
0O No modifications to boat

0 Rust proof aluminum and stainless steel $88 F.0.B. Factory

O Weighs less than 5 |bs. + $7.50 postage & handling
0 Stores and trailers in place
OJ Adjusts to fit any catamaran

T
See your dealer or order direct. BAS
\_\ Products

C. BASS PRODUCTS 918/584-3553 DEALER ENQUIRIES
1232 East 2nd Street ¢ Tulsa, Oklahoma 74120 INVITED

EZ STEP
by
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By subscribing to the HOTLINE, you
get the Hobie spirit all year round—
no matter where you are! See

page 73 for subscription and

back issue information.
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At Sailing Systems we see both sides of the issue.

Sailing Systems’ waterproof bag, “The Pouch,” by Per-
ception keeps items dry with a ‘‘snap shut’ plastic-
pocket lining that rolls up and is held secure with velcro
straps. Order your 1983 SSI Catalog for more infor-
mation.

The Mesh Bag, also by Perception, allows wet items to
drip dry once placed in this sturdy and convenient con-
tainer. See your dealer about wet and dry, or contact us:
Sailing Systems, Inc. 4815 Amy Drive, Crystal Lake,
Illinois 60014 (815) 455-4599

Q\\ THE POUCH
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The Hobie Hotline is the official

publication of the World Hobie Class
Association. Distributed worldwide, the
magazine is published six times per year:
January/February, March/April, May/June,
July/August, September/October, November/
December.

Subscriptions may be obtained by sending
a check or money order (foreign subscribers
send International Money Order only) for $9
U.S., $15 foreign to: Hotline Subscriptions,
P.O. Box 1008, Oceanside, CA 92054.
Subscribers with change of address should
include their old mailing label and allow eight
weeks for processing.

The editor welcomes stories and
photographs on a contribution basis. Send
only typed, double-spaced manuscripts and
good, clear 8 x 10 black and white glossies or
color transparencies (slides). Include a self-
addressed envelope with sufficient postage for
return of material.

Advertising rates available on request.
Insertion orders must be placed six weeks
prior to cover date. Advertisement of items
in the Hotline does not imply endorsement
by Coast Catamaran or the Hobie Class
Association. Use of the stylized H trademark,
the words Hobie and Hobie Cat on ads herein
are with the express permission by license or
otherwise of Coast Catamaran Corporation.
Any other use is strictly prohibited by
trademark law.

Note: Damage to any Hobie sailboats
caused by modification to the boat is not
covered by Coast Catamaran’s warranty.
Please use discretion in deciding to modify
your boat with items advertised in this
publication.

World Class

great photos and a narrative of

events at the Second Hobie 18
Worlds held on the French Riviera in
Hyerés, France. Possibly missing
from the story is the warmth of the
friendships that developed among
Hobie sailors. Whether it's half way
around the world or in your home
town, Hobie sailors get together to
sail, compete, party or just enjoy the
fellowship that evolves from a
common interest.

France was particularly exciting—
the climate, scenery, and culture, as
well as seeing old friends and
meeting new ones. For the first time,
Italy was represented by some very
good sailors. The ltalian team invited
many of us to visit them in Rome
(and we did!). The Swiss, the South
Africans, other Americans . .. and
on and on . . . did the same. It's
exceptional to travel to another
country and be shown its specialties
by someone who lives there.
Several members of the Swiss team
transported us from the sunny
Riviera to the beautiful mountains of
Switzerland, and their favorite sailing
spot on Lac Lamont.

For those of you who may never
make it off your own lake or
seacoast, you should know that at
both our National and World events
there are people like us enjoying
Hobie sailing and developing
national and international
friendships. Each year, new sailors
attempt to sail in a Nationals or
Worlds—maybe a little afraid that
their sailing experience may not be
quite good enough. Two things can
happen—possibly winning, and
definitely learning. That's been my
motto the past few weekends: I'm
definitely on the learning scale when
it comes to sailing a Hobie 16
(I finally started practicing for the
Women'’s Nationals).

I n this issue, you will find some

Joe Flaherty has written another
Mel Furd saga to educate and
amuse us. Just when you think you
have the rules figured out, someone
like David Dellenbaugh of Fairfield,
Connecticut (see Letters) points out
the exception that was overlooked.

Wetsuits, those wonderful
neoprene suits into which we
squeeze our bodies, are featured,
along with hints on how to select an
appropriate suit for your special
needs, brand descriptions, and
where to locate them.

Sailors from Texas and Georgia
put on two super regattas. Check
out how they're racing 'em
out there!

And definitely not to be forgotten
this year, the Worrell 1000 racers
again made it up the coast from Fort
Lauderdale to Virginia Beach. The
rules were changed, making it a
longer—but no less difficult race.
Terri Crary covered the event
from the perspective of a ground
crew member.

The World Council Members,
representing Hobie Class
Associations around the world,
convened at the 18 Worlds in
France. A few major issues were
discussed which will affect Hobie
racers worldwide; read the Minutes
and find out what's happening.

It's nearing National time. If you
live near one of the Nationals' sites,
come on down to cheer the racers
to victory. There's always a lot to be
learned by watching the qualified
skippers, both tuning and racing
around the course.

This may be the best time of the
year—lots of competition and great
Indian summer weather in many
parts of the country. Keep sending
us your photos, questions,
suggestions and letters!

Rl Bl
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GO FORIT... GEAR FROM MURRAYS MARINE

Murrays Harnesses

Perhaps the most comfortable & convenient.

MURRAY BUTT BUCKET The skippers
choice. Two strap design, with thick foam
padding forms-to-fit. Side Release (SR) buck-
les are quick-release for safety & convenience.
Colors: Blue, Red, Yellow, Sizes: S,M,L.
#30-0200 $30.00

MURRAY SUPER HARNESS Padded
shoulders and positive back support! Three
SR buckles are adjustable even while hiked-
out! Colors & Sizes as above. #30-0300
$49.95

NOTE: Order buckles separately.

—] STORAGE WITHSTYLE — | Rukka Dry Suit

Trans Pak Cat Chest A space shuttle
for sailing gear . .. boom, sails,

daggerboards, harnesses and more!!

Big (14%2" x 21" x 120")
Lightweight 44 |bs CIF

UPS Deliverable Saves $ !
Rugged Aluminum frame
Two Key Lock Doors
Pre-assembled

* Graphic & Reflective Tapes

*** $199.95 #13-0600

* ¥ ¥ * *

Sailing Boots
From Murray’s

MURRAY’'S CAT/SAILING BOOTS Rugged,
good looking warmth and protection. 2mm
thick, nylon 2-sides, reinforced toes and heels.
Excellent traction & protection for trapeze or
sailboard. Blue. Sizes 4-12 (35-46) #38-5100
$30.00

H-18 PERFORMANCE MANUAL
by Phil Berman

HOBIE 18
PERFORMANCE 1
MANUAL

45-0031

Chaplers include:
Rigging for Speed Accessories

* Sail Shape Measurement & goals

* Tuning the Rig Hull, Boards &
Helm

* Land Based Gearing Mast Rake
& Bend

*  Water Based Gearing Sail Shape
& Control

* Handling Sail Trim, Steering,
Balance

*** $9.95 #45-0031

Nordic breakthrough
in cold weather pro-
tection. Wear over
winter underwear.
PVC suit and latex
seals at the ankles,
wrists and neck keep
you dry. For all water
sports. Red & White.
Sizes S-XL. #38-3000
$199.95

One Piece Sailing Suit ——

MURRAY/DECK-
SKIN SAILING
SUIT Wear over a
wetsuit for wet &
wild  trapezing.
Wear over deck
clothers for rugged,
lightweight foul
weather gear. Hood-
in-collar, knee &
seat patches, glued
seams etc. Yellow,
XXS - XL
#38-5760 $79.95

MURRAYS MARINE
CATAMARAN
ACCESSORIES
1983

Est.

in 1969,
Murrays Marine
is your BEST

and MOST
COMPLETE
source for cat-
amaran or
dinghy parts
and accessories.
Over 2000 cat-
alog items can
be shipped with-
in 48 hrs of receipt of an order. Murrays
quarantees satisfaction, or you money will be
refunded!! FREE CATALOG with any order.
Complete R.S.V.P. CARD for FREE 48 page
catalog delivered by bulk mail. For prompt Ist
class delivery, order #01-0001 @ $2.00.

IN THE U.S.A.. add freight, handling and insurance for each order equal to 5% of purchase price (minimum $2.00, maximum $40.00)

FOREIGN DELIVERIES: U.S. funds only. Use Visa Card for exact billing and freight charges
back if not satisfied!
order, Mastercard or Visa (send card number and expiration date). California residents add 6% sales tax. Prices subject to change

MURRAY'S GUARANTEE: Your money

ORDER NOW from your local dealer or directly from Murrays. We accept C.O.D. (add $2.00), check, money

\

dealer inquiries invited
po box 490 carpinteria ca 93013

MURRAYS MARINE

(805) 684-5446
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LETTERS

Hobie Highs ...
and A Few Lows

| have been the proud owner of a
Hobie 16 for almost a year, and find it
most exciting. Prior to owning a Hobie,
my sailing was limited to that of a
13-foot Sunfish. The change has been
both educational and enlightening. |
have been reading the Hotline (or
should | say, studying the Hotline) for
every bit of information which could be
of value to me.

Unfortunately, not all of my experi-
ences have been ones to remember.

Let me explain: | am black, and until a
few months ago, felt that in the world of
Hobie sailors this would have little bear-
ing. How wrong | was! Recently, |
traveled to a town on the coast of North
Carolina for the weekend, and while |
was there attempted to rent a Hobie for
a few hours. | was told: “We don’t rent
to n-g---s.”” | am uncertain as to this
person’s authority, but it certainly cast a
very bad shadow upon himself and the
store.

Secondly, | have read several past is-
sues and looked at the pictures (great
shots!) and | have never noticed anyone
of my race in these photographs, even
the story about the fleet in Nigeria, | did
not see a single black person who
sailed.

Because of the incident at Morehead
City and a similar incident here in
Raleigh, | am somewhat apprehensive
about sailing where | do not know any
of the other sailors. If you know of any
blacks on the east coast who sail, |
would appreciate hearing from them.

But, with all that has happened, flying
a hull and hanging out in the trap is the
second greatest thrill in the world! (My
wife is the first.)

Keep up the excellent work . . . and
have a Hobie Day!

Charles Timothy Robinson
Franklinton, North Carolina

Editor’s note: It is our intention to
represent all Hobie sailors. We invite you
and other black Hobie sailors to submit
photos to the Hotline for publications.
We regret your inappropriate treatment
and request our readers to share “the
Hobie Way of Life'" with everyone.

Rules Clarifications

| liked Joe Flaherty's article on the
rules ““Red Means Go,” March/April
1983. It was informative and written in a
way that made for easy reading. As with
most rules articles, however, there were
a few minor points that should be
clarified.

1. In the final diagram on p. 73, the
accompanying text says, ‘“When the

starting signal is raised, Boat B must fall
off to closehauled until she has sailed
through the starting line.” This is not
true. Rule 42.4 says that, after the start-
ing signal, B must fall off to closehauled
only if she would otherwise prevent A
from passing between her and the com-
mittee boat. In the diagram shown on

p. 73, A has plenty of room to pass
between B and the committee boat, so
Rule 40 allows B to luff head to wind as
long as she pleases (as long as she has
luffing rights). In the diagram below,
however, B must fall off to no higher
than a closehauled course at the start-
ing signal (according to Rule 42.4) be-
cause after the gun she can't head
higher than closehauled to keep A from
fitting in there. Flaherty makes this same
error again in the “‘Summary of the
Starting Rules,” under the description
for Rule 42.4.

DANGER

Extreme caution
must be observed
when launching and
sailing near over
head wires. A mast
near a wire could
be fatal!

boat of an overlapped pair both starts
and clears the line. What Rule 38.3 does
say is that when the lead boat starts, a
new overlap is established for later ap-
plications of Rule 38. But according to
Rule 40, Rule 38 doesn’t begin to go
into effect until the leeward or clear
ahead boat clears the line. In the exam-
ple below, as soon as A starts, the
positions of the boats are established for
future overlap considerations, but Rule
40 remains in effect until the point
where B clears the line.

3. The bottom of the first column on
p. 74, which talks about hitting a start-
ing mark, needs a little clarification.
First, hitting a starting mark does not
make your start “illegal.” If you have
crossed the line in the direction of the
first mark after the starting signal, then
you have started. If you subsequently hit
a starting mark, then you must re-round
it, just as you would have to re-round
any other mark you hit. If you hit the
starting mark before you "'start,”” you
must first start and then re-round the
mark. If you are over the line early and
then hit the mark (diagram below) you
must first go back to the pre-start side
of the line, start properly, and then re-
round the mark.

. )\ A
e
or
%/ m\ a4

2. In the “Summary of the Starting
Rules,” the text for Rule 38.3 says that
“when the lead boat crosses the line . . .
a new overlap begins, subject to the on-
the-course overlap rules.” Actually, the
on-the-course overlap rules (Rule 38)
don't go into effect until the right-of-way

4. In the description of Rule 40, the
text in the middle of the second column
on p. 72 describes an overlap as fol-
lows: “If the imaginary line of one boat
is broken by any part of a second boat
within two overall lengths of the first
boat, an overlap exists . . . This overlap
is slightly different from an overlap es-
tablished for mark rounding purposes, in
which the boats may be miles apart and
still have an overlap.”

Rule 40 actually says nothing about

Continued on page 70
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To order by phone: (619) 455-7100
To order by mail, write: Cat Equip., 7023 Carroll Rd., San Diego, CA 92121

We pay postage on all items!!

AT EQUIR

eccorcrrrcremcccacccccmcmmccaccon UNITED STATES

COVER IT
WHEN YOU RE

DONE
PLAYING
WITH IT...

4
)
’
\
'
‘
\
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HOBIE HALTER COVERS —

Designed to protect your boat from the
harmful effects of the sun, dirt, leaves,
etc., that boats live with from weekend to
weekend. Available in patterns for Hobie
14, 16, & 18. Used for storage only (not
trailerable). May be used with mast up or

down! Velcro & ties for easy installation. HEAVY DUTY HOBIE COVERS —

Built of tough 65% polyester, 35% cot- Available in storage or trailerable patterns. These covers

AAANCED 3 ton material (lite green) are built tough to last in the worst conditions. They are

l“\l“'ill)“ § s"t':l':l-;‘ Dealer Inquiries Invited! constructed with sunbrella acrilan canvass (blue), nylon
S| Strateg)

cord ties and leather chafe strips

HOBIE HALTER COVERS —

Hoble 18 one-piece full coverage, #H-18-1 $164.60

Hoble 16 one-piece full coverage, #H-16-1 $140.50
three-piece full coverage. *H-16-3 $126.50
trampoline cover, #H-16.TC $42.95

Hoble 14 one-piece cover, *H-14-1 $114.50
trampoline cover, *H-14-TC $38.50

HEAVY DUTY HOBIE COVERS —

Hoble 18 one-piece storage, *H-18-1HVY $429.00
one-piece trailerable, *H-18-1TOW $379.00

Hoble 16 one-piece storage, YH-16-1HVY $369.00
one-piece trailerable, *H-16-1TOW $319.00

TOOLS & REPAIRS —

(1) #4 Handy Spur Grommet Kit;
Winning in Catamarans; paperback $12.95 Double Grommet rear lacing strip
Catamaran Salling; (from start to finish) paperback $12.95 Grommets & tools $14.9
Advanced Racing Tactics; hard cover $24.95 (2) Fiberglass Repair Kit; Repair
Wind & Strategy: hard cover $20.00 dings etc., Y2 pint resin, hardener
Welcome to a Fleet, Book One; (boatspeed) paperback $16.00 tools & instructions $8.00
Welcome to a Fleet, Book Two; (tactics) paperback $15.00 (3) Kat Keels; Repair worn hulls
Fiberglass Repairs; paperback $6.95 from dragging up and down beaches
The Ditty Bag Book; explains tools & methods of re pair and maintenance u( Complete kit & instructions . . $38.95
of sails, lines, etc., paperback 9.95 >
Elvstrom Explains the Yacht Racing Rules; paperback ; s 12.95 1

SAILING GLOVES —

(1) Telo Grip Gloves

Highly elastic back stretches to
fitsnugS, M, L. $19.95
(2) Tro;;::yLCa;LGlovu

Men S

WomenS, M, L . 819-95
(3) Trophy Cold Weather Gloves
Leather palm, Lycra nylon back
XS,S. M, L, XL $16.25
Deep Sea Gloves (not shown)
Cold weather, neoprene

and leather construction $34.95

O'NEILL

high-tech watersportswear built for action.

WINDBREAKER 1 (shown on righy This
lightweight pullover is great looking and built
tough! Waterproof nylon, zippered wind
collar and pouch pocket combine to make
this attractive jacket another useful quality
product from O'neill!

7023 Carroll Road
San Diego, CA 92121
: e (619) 455-7100

Stock color blue (special order colors

available) S M, L, XL $37.95

QUAN DESCRIPTION _ PRICE

. DS

BREEZEBREAKER 1 (shown on left) One of the greatest in-
novations in wetsuits for sailing ever! Westsuit warmth with wind-
breaker freedom of movement Perfect by itself as a jacket for all
reasons: good looking warm, comfortable to wear and durable!

OR CHARGE TO

' CAL. RESIDENTS ADD 6%

When wom over a long john you have an unbeatable combination |- - ;( : ~ >N o
2 mm neoprene sandwiched between layers of nylon jersey, water- VISA /ll*m CARD DO
proof nylon sleeves with adjustable cuffs, wind collar, heavy duty | IR EXPIRES
nylon zip closure and zip pockets Stock color nawvy with blue NAME
sleeves (special order colors available) Ep——
Sizes: Men XS, S M, L, XL XXL Women 8, 10, 12, 14, 16 ADDRESS

$93.95

Total remittance enclosed (check. money order) $ I
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Stick it to ‘em!

At last—a booty
that really sticks and is
tough enough for Hobie Catting,
sailboarding, rowing shells, dinghy sailing, scuba
diving and even full-on ocean racing. No more slipping
and sliding through flare jibes at the downwind mark. No more frozen
feet in the late afternoon.

Stickers really stick—on fiberglass, polyethylene and other plastics.
And they keep your feet as warm as if they were resting on Mom's
crackling hearth.

Reinforced Toe
5 mm neoprene rubber with nylon liner

Stickers

Napoleon said, “As its feet go, so goes the nation.”
Get your Stickers today, and stick it to ‘em!

Dealers contact: Irene Enterprises
945 S. Greenwood, Suite C
Montebello, CA 90640 (714) 960-6200

/ M A

%, COOLE!
AT Py

\:%

COOL CAT COOLERS offers several models especially
designed for Hobie Cats®. Shown above is model #11 designed to keep 18
beverage cans and ice cold all day. Outside pouch holds tools, keys, wallets,
etc., while top clear vinyl pocket holds charts. Side snaps secure onto laces
of tramp or bungie cord.

Other models (not shown) hold 6 cans and secure around crossbar and
sit off the tramp, gear and CG approved cushion, tools, etc.

ALL COOLERS FLOAT WHEN FULL, ARE SOFT SIDED AND
COLLAPSIBLE, COME IN BLUE, ORANGE OR YELLOW, AND WILL
NOT RUST OR CRACK.

COOL CAT COOLERS

2180 Elmwood Avenue e Buffalo, New York 14216 e (716) 877-6622

Hobie Sailors have more Fun

Trailex Anodized Aluminum

Trailers for Hobies assure
that Fun

® LIGHTWEIGHT - for Beach Launch
- Compact Towing

® NO RUST - Maintenance Free

* STRONG - Heat treated Special
Extrusions

3 YEAR GUARANTEE

Various optional tire sizes available.

TRAILEX aluminum

trailers are also available for EXPORT.
Shipped knocked down and packaged in
strong export cartons. Dealers write for

Our 20th Anniversary Year

information. The Original Aluminum Trailer

TRAILEX is now manufacturing a lightweight (145 Ibs.)
aluminum trailer for the new Hobie Cat 18.

Ask your dealer about obtaining one of
our aluminum trailers for your Hobie Cat.

TRAILEX, INC.
Box H, 60 Industrial Park Dr., Canfield, Ohio 44406
Phone (216) 533-6814

N EW.
SAIL-UTIONS

...TWO OLD PROBLEMS

JIB PRO-TECTOR KIT (pat. pend.)

For HC-18 Spreaders

e Spreaders & Cotter Pins can’t hang up or
rip Jib

e No Spreader Boot or Duct Tape needed

e Minimizes Windage

Kit contains 2 Spreader Caps and 8 Cotter

Pin Caps.

GOOSENECK BEARING KIT (pat. pend.)
ForHC 14 & 16

e Gooseneck can’t jam-up in Mast Track
e Easy adjustment of downhaul

e Installs with screwdriver

Kit contains 2 Gooseneck Bearings and
connecting screw.

LG 1 7 {76 S —— $3.95

Available at most Hobie® Dealers
or order direct by writing:

(T ,\"l?egjl'ec Inc.

P.O. Box 1146
Jensen Beach, FL 33457

(305) 334-0929
When ordering direct, include check or MasterCard or Visa
numberand expiry date. Florida residents add 5% sales tax.
We pay postage and handling. 3850
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Absolut Hobie 16

U.S. National Championship

Open October 2-8, 1983
Women's Octoler 1013, 1983

Open Nationals: The open event runs the week of October
2-8. New boats will be supplied by the Hobie Class Association
Entry Fees: OpenHobie 16 Nationals $100

Women's Nationals: $ 80
All skippers, whether prequalified or not, must pre-register by
September |6. Prequalified skippers who do not pre-register will
not have a position at the event. Skippers attempting to qualify
who do not preregister will not be guaranteed a spot. Entries are
received on a first-come, first-serve basis, and a boat reserved
accordingly.
Women’s Nationals: The Fifth Hobie Cat Women's
Nationals will be sailed on Hobie 16s this year. The women's event
will be held after the Open |6 Nationals, October 10-13. Monday,
October 10 will be the only day of qualifying for those skippers
who are not prequalified. Boats will be supplied by the Hobie Class
Association. The minimum weight has been set at 250 pounds.

Both skipper and crew must be women. All skippers for the
Women’s Nationals, whether prequalified or not, must pre-
register by September 20.

Host Hotel: \We will be returning to the Hilton Inn. The Hilton
offers a heated swimming pool, outside pool bar and gift shop.
Each room has a private balcony, color TV and air conditioning.
Skippers Required to Bring: Throwable device, U.S.
Coast Guard approved life vest and weights, if necessary. Skippers
may want to bring
tension), protest flag, bridle or mast head fly, wet suit.

hot stick (boats equipped with stock tiller ex

Boat Damage Deposit: All teams will be required to make
a $200 deposit against boat damage when registering at the event
(please do not mail this). The deposit is refundable if no damage is
done to the boat you sail. Deposit will be payable in cash or trav

elers checks only.

St. Petersburg Beach, Horida

1983 HosiE 16 NATIONALS REGISTRATION

Name

Address

Phone Bus. Home

Crew's Name

Total Weight (skipper and crew)
Check Registration: O Open [ Women's

O1am pre-qualified for the Hobie |6 Nationals from Division

O will attempt to qualify at the Hobie 16 Nationals. | race in Division

All skippers, whether prequalified or not, must pre-register by September 16. Al
skippers for the Women's Nationals, whether prequalified or not, must pre-
register by September 20. Mail your pre-registration along with your check (pay-
able to the Hobie Class Assodiation) to: Hobie Class Association, PO. Box 1008,
Oceanside, CA 92054.

1983 Hosie 16 NaTioNALS HOTEL RESERVATION

Name

Address s

Phone Bus. Home

Arrival Date Bepartre-Date e e T

$45 room rate for a single or double. One night's deposit must accompany your
reservation form.

Number of people

Mail to: St. Petersburg Beach Hilton Inn
5250 Gulf Boulevard
St. Petersburg Beach, FL 33706

Hote! deadline is September |. Reserve your room now.

14 Hobie Hotline



Absolut Hobie 14
U.S. National Championship

October 31-November 5, 1983

Team USA

The top 10 skippers in this event will
represent the U.S. as Team U.S,At at the
1984 Hobie 14 World Championshipuin the
Philippines. Monday will be the only day. of
qualifying for skippers who haven't pre-
qualified. The event runs October 3|
through November 5.

Boat Damage Deposit: tach skipper
will be required to make a $175 deposit
against boat damage when registering at the
event (please do not mail this). The deposit is
refundable if no damage is done to the boat
you sail. Deposits are payable in cashor trav-
eler's checks only.

Entry Fee: 3560 per skipper

Host Hotel

The Holiday Inn will be the host hotel. With
225 rooms, the inn boasts a heated poal,
sauna and much more.

Getting to Ventura

Ventura is |2 hours north of Los Angeles.
You can fly into LA and take a commuter
flight to Oxnard, which is quite close to Ven-
tura. It's also a straight drive up the coast
from LA.

Skippers are Required to Bring: U.S.
Coast Guard Approved life jacket and
weights, if necessary. Skippers may want to
bring: hot stick (boats are equipped with
stock tiller extensions), protest flag, mast
head or bridle fly and wet suit (highly recom-
mended).

Ventura, California

1983 HosiE 14 NATIONALS REGISTRATION

Name

Address

Phone Bus. Home

Total Weight

01 am pre-qualified for the Hobie |14 Nationals from Division

01 will attempt to qualify at the Hobie 14 Nationals. | race in Division

All skippers, whether prequalified or not, must pre-register by October 0. Mail
your registration along with your check (payable to the Hobie Class Association) to:

Hobie Class Association
PO. Box 1008
Oceanside, CA 92054

Number in Party

Credit Card Number (MC, VISA, AE)
Deposit Enclosed

1983 Hosie 14 NATioNALS HOTEL RESERVATION

Name

Address

Phone Bus. Home

Arrival Date Departure Date

Extra Person $10
Expiration Date

Single Room $45 Double Room $45

Reservations must be made by October |, 1983. Minimum of three nights lodging.
Payment for three nights in advance. Mail to: Holiday Inn, 450 East Harbor Boule-
vard, Ventura, California 93001.

September/QOctober 1983 15



Racing
Strategy

Vel decides
~ the port side
IS @ sure winner

By Joe Flaherty

lllustrations by Kevin Thompson

I t was hot in the driveway as Janie wet-sanded Mel's
Hobie 16. Janie’'s hands were red from dipping the
600 Wet ‘n’ Dry in a bucket of murky water all morning.
All at once she realized how hot and sweaty she was,
and that Mel was nowhere to be found. She was just
about to quit when Mel, in his antique Nash Rambler,
pulled into the driveway.

“Can you believe that Jake?"' Mel said. ‘‘Just look at
all these books he loaned me. | can’t believe he's read
them all. Can you?"

“What are they about, Mel?”” Janie asked.

“‘Sailing strategy, girl. Where have you been? All we
need is some sailing strategy and the silver is as good as
on the mantel.”

“I don’t know, Mel. That looks to be a lot of reading to
do by Saturday. Do you think you can read all those and
understand it in time for the regatta?"

“Janie, baby, you just worry about wet-sanding that
boat; I'll worry about developing our strategy.”

Janie returned to her toil as Mel retired to the air
conditoned house, a cold brew and Jake’s pile of books.

The heat let up by Saturday morning, and Mel and
Janie were treated to a cool but gentle northerly breeze
as they drove along the coast on Highway 98 toward the
regatta site.

“Well Mel, did you read all of Jake's books?" asked
Janie.

‘I just glanced at most of them. | don’t think they
apply much to catamarans. They always showed pictures
of monohulls and the writing was real technical. They
talked about persistent wind shifts and oscillating wind
shifts. It was more for weathermen than for sailors. |
don’t think that stuff's that important anyway. We've got
a real fast boat, that's what counts most. There was one
good tip in those books though. | think we should always
tack to port after the start.”

“Why?'* asked Janie in a surprised voice.

“Current,” answered Mel.

“What do you mean, Mel? What does current have to
do with always tacking to port?”

16 Hobie Hotline

“Mostly we sail in offshore winds, right? And mostly
the current is always against us, right?"

“Well, that's true,” answered Janie. *'| remember the
time it took us four tries to get around the weather mark.
When we asked Jake about it, he was surprised you
didn’t notice the current.”

“‘Forget about that,’ snapped Mel. "“The current is
always weakest near the shore and by tacking over, we'll
always be in the weakest current and all those other
dummies will be fighting it like crazy.”

"I think there must be more to sailing strategy than
that, Mel,”” Janie commented casually.

“No ma'am’” said Mel. ‘| glanced at all of Jake's
books and current was the only thing that made sense to
me. We've got the secret now. Trophy, here we come.”

Mel and Janie finished twenty-eighth out of thirty-one
boats that day. Mel returned Jake's books without a
word. Janie spent an hour convincing Mel that it
wouldn’t be shameful for someone as experienced as he
to attend Jake's strategy lecture for novices. Mel finally
conceded to attend when Janie stole his car keys and
refused to reveal their hidden location until after the
lecture.

Jake's lecture went something like this:

Racing Hobies is fun. We all enjoy the outdoor, mildly
athletic aspect of it. It feels good to have the sun and wind
on your face as the boat dances over each wave. There's a
sense of being very close to the elements, and there's a
sense of rivalry with like-thinking friends. Racing Hobies can
also involve some mental competition. That little facet of us
which thrills at a game of backgammon, bridge, chess, or
the strategy of our favorite NFL team, can be satisfied in a
Hobie race.

In a 100-yard dash, each runner runs exactly the same
distance—100 yards. The sole determining factor in a 100-
yard dash is the speed of the runners. In sailboat racing,
several elements make distance sailed a key determining
factor in the race’s outcome. I've been involved in Hobie
races in which the leaders may have sailed as much as a
mile less than the trailers, despite the fact that they all sailed



the same course. Some of the elements that make distance
sailed a determining factor in sailboat racing are:
— Sailboats must tack somewhere in the course (both
upwind and downwind)
— Current is usually variable over a course
— Wind velocity is usually variable over a course
— Wind blows in every way but straight lines
— Waves may be stronger in some areas of the course
than others

““You see, Mel. There is more to sailing strategy than
current,” said Janie enthusiastically. Mel ignored her.

Today, I'd like to discuss how to think through a strategy
to minimize the distance sailed. It can get pretty complex,
so I'm going to limit my discussion to the first weather leg of
a typical Hobie race.

The first thing you have to do is collect all the data you
can about the variable elements that will affect your dis-
tance sailed.” The elements are:

— Current

— Waves

— Wind Velocity
— Wind Direction

You can collect a lot of information about these variables
while still ashore. For instance, tide charts and tables
predict the current action pretty accurately for most places
where Hobie regattas are held. Asking local sailors can
uncover a lot of information. It's been my experience that
local sailors, especially the Hobie crowd, are enthusiastic
about sharing local knowledge. I've asked a lot, and I've
never been intentionally misled nor refused info. Ask!

Get on your boat and sail the area as much as possible
with your perception antenna tuned for maximum input.
Don't worry about whether or not you're pointing as well as
that random Sunfish, or whether or not the people on that
cruising boat are taking pictures. Think about what the
variables are doing and why.

Let me try to give you the basic idea of what to look for in
each of the variables:

Current—Current can either be a free ride or a
continuous impediment as you go upwind to the weather
mark. A favorable current is one that flows from the starting
line to the weather mark—the free ride. A foul current is one
that flows from the weather mark toward the starting line—
the continuous impediment. Of course, currents flow at an
infinite variety of angles in addition to these two, but the

)

Current

Chmmns v

Favorable

Start Line
Foul

idea is that current which helps you get upwind is favorable,
and that which hinders your upwind progress is foul. The
fundamental principle is that the strength of the current is
almost always variable over the course. Usually, the vari-
ability is a function of the water depth. The deeper the
water, the stronger the current. There are other factors that
affect current strength, but it's mostly depth. Get an
oceanographic map of areas frequently sailed and learn the
bottom for those days that current counts big in the
outcome—usually light air.

Waves—Waves generally run perpendicular to the wind;
that is, they are driven before the wind. Most of the time
they are impediments to going upwind, so your goal is to

Wind

——

Waves

. 0
e e

——

find the part of the course that has the smallest waves and
avoid the biggest waves. Often, a peninsula of land will
block the really big waves on one side of the course. All
other things being equal, sail in the flatter water.
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Wind velocity—| had the occasion a while ago to learn a
few things from Stu Neff, one of the United States hopefuls
for the 1980 Olympics in Finns, a remarkably gifted sailor. It
was Stu's suggestion that almost every course has stronger
wind in some part of it than the average over the entire
course. He recommended that if you simply stand up in
your boat at the starting line and scan the upcoming
weather leg, you will often be able to see stronger wind
somewhere and you should go after it. Stronger wind can
be determined by the darker hue of the water under it,
caused by the cat’s paw turbulence that shatters the glossy
sheen of water under no wind.

Wind Direction—Wind direction concepts are the most
difficult for the beginner to grasp. | wish the winds were
made up of different colors so we could talk about tacking
on purple winds; ride out yellow winds until they begin to
turn green, etc. Notwithstanding air pollution, my wish, I'm
afraid, will go unfulfilled so you’ll have to struggle through
my attempt at explanation—at least as | understand it. Winds
usually shift direction, or their directions are bent within a
race course. So, if | were to describe winds simply, | would
classify them into two broad categories: unstable and sta-
ble.
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Unstable winds are usually caused by a surface wind in
one direction having holes in it through which the wind, a
layer above, can swoop down and blow from an entirely
different direction. These holes in which the upper wind
swoops down are known as puffs or gusts because the
higher level wind is usually significantly stronger than the
surface wind. Stable winds (generally on-shore breezes)
usually come from a direction which has caused them to
travel over long expanses of water. Many times they are
bent as a result of one wind being slightly offset from
another, which overcame the original wind—or as a result of
land masses causing them to bend. As a wind comes
onshore, it will tend to approach the shore perpendicularly.
If its main body over the water was at an angle to the shore,
this phenomenon will cause the wind to bend.

Main body v
of wind

Shore Line

Wind approaches
shore perpendicularly

That's a simplistic bird’s eye view of wind direction. We
never get this glimpse in real life so we have to try to
understand it from our normal vantage points—the tramps
or traps of our Hobies. As we sail upwind and encounter
one of these shifts or bends in the wind, it will appear to us
that the wind has either moved more forward (header) or
more aft (lift).
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In position 1 we are sailing on an optimum upwind
heading. In position 2 we encounter a shift or bend that
makes the wind appear to be coming from a direction
farther forward—a header. We must bear away in order to
maintain our optimum upwind heading. In position 3 we
encounter another shift or bend that makes the wind appear
to be coming from a direction farther aft—a lift. We must
head up in order to maintain our optimum upwind heading.

Once beginners understand this principle, they jump to
the conclusion that lifts are good (maybe a nice blue-green
in my colored-wind fantasy) and headers are bad (a traffic-
light red). This conclusion is only half true. It is only true in
puffy, unstable conditions known as oscillating shifts. The
feeling, if properly sailing a weather leg in oscillating shifts,
is something like dancing a rousing square dance where
you go from person to person first with your left hand then
your right and so on.

Worst upwind course—
sail lifted tack»flrst.

i

Persistent
shifts

Best Upwind Course—
Sail headed tack first.

Oscillating
Shifts

v
=

S
>

‘\»{\\

Best upwind course in unstable wind;
tack on headers, ride out lifts.

What happens to achieve this square dance feeling is you
get in synchronization with the shifts so that you are always
on a lift. A lift on starboard tack is a header on port and
vice-versa. So, the ideal situation in oscillating shifts is to
tack on headers and ride out lifts. In Hobies, however, the
distance given up in the manuever of tacking is pretty
severe relative to the monohulls for which most strategies
are developed. The trade off of minimum distance sailed is
balanced against the time to tack on headers. It is better, in
Hobies, to ride out small headers and tack on the really big
ones only.

Stable breezes with bends or shifts that only occur once
before you arrive at the weather mark are known as persis-
tent shifts (vs. oscillating shifts) and must be planned
completely differently. In persistent shifts, the header is your
friend, not your enemy. This concept is very hard for the

beginner to swallow. But it's correct—and when you
successfully strategize a persistent shift for the first time
you, too, will be a believer.

In a persistent shift, the boat sailing the lifted tack first
runs the danger of sailing the great circle course. Because
he is continually lifted, he never lines himself up with the lay
line to the mark and could theoretically sail all the way
around it the wrong way. The boat that sails the headed
tack first, in a persistent shift, lines himself up with the lay
line to the mark quickly, and when he tacks he gets
rewarded with a sweet lift right to the correct side of the
mark. What color would you color that first headed tack?
Maybe a dreamy, cool blue, but certainly not a traffic-light
red!

The way to start your strategic planning is to collect as
much data as you can and decide whether to go to the left
side of the weather leg, up the middle (usually oscillating
shifts) or the right side. Understand why you're choosing
which way to go. At the end of the weather leg try to
observe which way the leaders went. After the race, ask
one of them why he went the way he did and tell him why
you went the way you did. Have a thoughtful chat with him.
You may have overlooked some aspect of the variables. You
may have given more weight to a variable than it deserved.
For instance, current increases in importance as the wind
velocity decreases and vice-versa. You may have chosen
the same side as the leaders, but confirm you did it for the
right reasons. Keep thinking about how to get the most out
of the variables and have the least distance sailed. Soon
you'll be the leader, and when you are, review why you are.
You'll never get good enough so that there's nothing new to
learn or old to re-learn.

Janie was pleased to understand more about sailing
strategy than ever before. She glanced at Mel, who had
fallen asleep. Before she woke him by dangling the car
keys in front of his face, she thought about a little plan
that might improve their finishing position at upcoming

regattas. sy
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WHAT IS A WETSUIT?

A wetsuit is a wonderful piece of
safety /comfort equipment, essential for
Hobie sailing in many parts of the world.
A wetsuit not only keeps you warm; it
can also protect your skin from salt and
sand irritations, and sunburn. Best of all,
even in places with warm summer
waters, a wetsuit can lengthen the sail-
ing season quite a bit at both ends.

The skin-tight fit of today's wetsuits
allows only a thin layer of water to come
between the suit and the body. This
water is quickly warmed to body tem-
perature, and the heat is maintained by
the cell construction of the neoprene
rubber.

Neoprene is one of the best materials
for Hobie sailing wetsuits. Most other
materials either do not fit as snugly (to
maintain the warm water layer) or they
chafe and fit uncomfortably. For coastal
(and Great Salt Lake) sailors, neoprene
also lasts longer in salt water than most
other materials.

It's important to find a good balance
between the thickness of the suit (for
appropriate warmth) and its thinness (for
mobility). Consider the environment
you'll be using the suit in most.

When shopping for a wetsuit, you may
wince just a little at the high prices; but
if you find a good buy on a suit that fits
your needs and will last a long time, the
value of the suit is worth the momentary
pain to your pocketbook. You'll probably
find the best prices in the summer.

20 Hobie Hotline

WETSUIT CAN MAKE THE SAILING
SEASON QUITE A BIT LONGER AT BOTH
ENDS.

GETTING YOUR MONEY'’S
WORTH

Check the locations and number of
seams on the suit. If you're buying one
for very cold water, you want as few
seams as possible to minimize leakage.
In a medium- or warm-water suit, the
opposite applies: the more action panels
(of thinner material for greater mobility)
there are in the suit, the better. However
many seams there are, they should be
in low-stress areas. On wetsuits that
have reinforced (taped) seams, look for
a tape that stretches with the seams.
Neoprene tape with a nylon backing
is good.

The stitching on cold-water suits
should be blind and self-locking, all
seams being taped and glued for extra
strength. For other suits, an overlock
stitch is best. A zigzag stitch is okay for
collars, cuffs and edges, but make sure
it's not used in the main seams. Feel
and compare the threads; they should
be soft and strong.

Neoprene suits will loosen slightly
when wet, so make sure you don't buy
too big. Remember, it's that skin-tight fit
that keeps you warm. The multi-density
suits, with panels of different thick-
nesses for warmth and mobility, also
give a very good fit.

A heavy-duty, non-corrosive nylon zip-
per is best—and it's more important than
you might think. Consider this: if the
zipper goes, you have to go through the
hassle of trying to replace it, get war-
ranty service if the suit is still covered,
or simply buy a new suit. Zippers that
run vertically are the easiest to use. A
front zip is more comfortable for Hobie
sailors, while surfers generally prefer a
back zip.

Some wetsuits, particularly those
called long johns, may have no zipper at
all, relying instead on Velcro closures.
Because it's almost infinitely adjustable,
this multi-use, wonder-closer gives a
tighter seal at collar, cuff and ankle.
Zippers as the main closure, however,
offer an advantage in that they may be
zipped to any level, according to the
temperature. They also make the suit
easier to get in and out of.

Don't forget to compare the manufac-
turers’' warranties. Most offer at least
one year on workmanship and materials.

SUIT STYLES

There are several varieties of ready-
to-wear suits: a spring suit covers only
the trunk and thighs. In has short, or no,
sleeves. A shorty differs from a spring
suit in that it's cut higher in the leg.
Many manufacturers offer sleeveless
vests—the minimum protection. A long
john is a sleeveless, long-legged suit
which, paired with a jacket, offers the
most versatile protection. Some suits
feature removable sleeves. Each style
offers its own advantages.

SUIT MAKERS

Rip Curl offers a full line of men’s
and women'’s styles for all seasons in
one of the widest color selections avail-
able. These suits come in a variety of
neoprene thicknesses (0.5, 1, 2, 3, 4
and 5mm) and offer a long list of extra
details (sleeve styles, multi-density con-
struction, zipper locations, reinforced
seams, leg closures, etc.) that can be
combined according to your needs and
preferences. There's something for
nearly every sailing condition here.

O’Brien has two spring suits (short-
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sleeved or sleeveless), a long john with
a front zip and matching jacket with
nylon sleeves for mobility. Each suit has
Velcro leg straps to keep water flow to a
minimum. They're made of 2 or 3mm
neoprene, nylon and nylon with Lycra,
which is showy and comfortable. The
short suits are black with gray panels.
The long john and jacket are black with
blue, gray and white stripes.

Connelly has four models on the
market, all of which feature stitched,
glued and taped seams. They're made
of a material called nylon 2. Some in-
clude lycra. There are men's tank and
short-sleeved spring suits, a john with
jacket, and a women'’s shorty. They
come in blue or gray with yellow and
orange panels and have Velcro or zip-
pered leg closures.

tuﬂ

Parkway Fabricators puts out a se-
lection of wetsuits that are well-suited to
Hobie sailing. Tunics, shorties, long
johns and jackets in a nice range of
colors are available for men and women.
Parkway's newest model, the Tempest,
is made of a new material—Rubatex
5000—which the manufacturer says is
tough, warm and more comfortable than
many other materials.

From Body Glove come three styles
of shorties for women, spring suits for
men and women plus vests, shorts,
johns and jackets for everyone. They
offer a choice of ‘‘bright’’ or "‘subtle"
colors. The various models from Body
Glove can be combined to provide just
about any level of protection desired.

Sportfox carries a john and jacket
model with two pockets, a non-corrosive
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HIGH COLLAR IS VERY NICE FOR
KEEPING THE WIND FROM DOING A
COUPLE LOOPS AROUND YOUR THROAT
AND MAKING A DIVE FOR YOUR LOWER
BACK.

O'Neill, lor g known for the

sailing : tsuits

sailir g |
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zipper (standard on most suits) and a
choice of urethane or nylon sleeves.

O’Neill’s Sun John is their most ap-
propriate model for Hobie sailing. It's
available in men’s and women's sizes
and, when paired with the O'Neill Wind-
breaker |, makes a versatile combination
for many weather conditions.

Of course, these are just a sampling
of some of the better-known makers of
wetsuits. There are others, and many of
them put out quality products. If you go
into the purchase with open eyes and
are satisfied with what you get, then you
will make a good buy, whatever brand
you select.

WHEN A WETSUIT’S NOT
ENOUGH

At some of our season openers and
closers, even the hardiest, most hard-
core Hobie sailors may want a little more
protection than just a wetsuit. Foul
weather gear—the sort they use on
those big boats we pass in the bay—
makes a good outer layer in rough
weather conditions. Crews, who face
the brunt of the oncoming seas (why do
you think the skipper puts us there?),
may be especially interested in adding
some foul weather gear to their sailing
regalia.

Foul weather gear is lightweight and
loose fitting. It's generally made of a
thin, strong nylon fabric that's been
coated with rubber or polyurethane.
Each company seems to have its own
name for the material.

A set of this versatile gear (you can
use it in the rain, too) is usually com-
prised of a bibbed overall with long legs

Continued on page 45



The Ultimate (bottom left), by Atlantis, is
the suit which built the Atlantis reputation.
The Ultralight (below right) is waterproof
but, at half the weight of the Ultimate,
remains amazingly comfortable.

Parkway Fabricators present two types of
wetsuits for women (left)

HOPPING
A R O UND

Most manufacturers are happy to
send their brochures to prospective cus-
tomers; so if you want to do a little com-
parison, write to them at the addresses
below. Be sure to ask for the current
suggested retail price list.

Atlantis Weathergear
Bay Street at the Waterfront
Sag Harbor, NY 11963

Body Glove
P.O. Box 511
Redondo Beach, CA 90277

Connelly Skis
20621 52nd West
Lynnwood, WA 98036

Marathon Rubber Products
510 Sherman Street
Wausau, WI 54401

QO’Brien International
14615 NE 91st
Redmond, WA 98052
O’Neill

1071 41st Avenue
Santa Cruz, CA 95062

Parkway Fabricators
241 Raritan Street
South Amboy, NJ 08879

Rainfair
1501 Albert Street
Racine, WI 53401

Rip Curl
3817 South EI Camino Real
San Clemente, CA 92672

Sportfox
5762 Research Drive
Huntington Beach, CA 92649
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Gone With the Wind °

47.

Division 9 sailors meet in Atlanta, Georgia

by Paul Dingman
Photos by Peter Cassabonne

Fleet 12's version of Gone with the
Wind—'83 had a little something for
everyone, and for most, more than they
could handle. After a week of inclement
weather and soaking rains, we started
racing Saturday in light air and drizzle,
with thick gray clouds hanging low over
the water. We all wondered if this year's
regatta would be another “‘damned
dead drifter.” The term had become all
too commonly used by Division 9
skippers when they discussed Fleet 12's
points regatta on Lake Lanier. As the
clouds parted and the sun came out,
the wind characteristically died for the
last two legs of the first race. Cursing
the calm, we bobbed in the water and
waited. We nervously cleated and un-
cleated our ratchets; little did the
skeptics realize that there is always a
calm before the storm.

The lucky ones were the boats in the
second rank going to weather. They had
time to let out the travellers and throw
everything they had out on the wire.
““We went nuts,”” said race committee
chairman, Clyde Shepherd. “We had 13
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overturned boats at one time and two
chase boats. Some of the people going
downwind never knew what hit them.”
The first of two walls of wind bore down
on the race course with 40 + knot
power. Those who survived the initial
blast were ecstatic! ‘“Gone with the
Wind"' was finally living up to her name!
Also excited was Willis Boyd of local
TV Channel 11, WXIA. He came to the
regatta loaded with video cameras in
water-protective housings, a helicopter,
and tons of enthusiasm. The race was
given three minutes coverage on both
the 6 and 11 o'clock newscasts. Un-
biased, we agreed that this tape con-
tained some of the best Hobie video we
had ever seen. Saturday night there was
a lot to talk about over Lowenbrau
beers, Booth's Gin, and Bar-B-Que. The
wind held through the night at 30 knots.
The members of Fleet 12 smiled often.
Sunday dawned, clear and cool. The
wind built steadily—again to 30 knots by
12:30. Two more races were run, and
there were smiles all around. This year’s
most hotly contested race was the
18As. After the last and fourth race on
Sunday, there was a three-way tie for
first place. John Saunders and Joe
Haight of Fleet 12, and Jim Grant of
Charlotte, North Carolina, were standing
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around nervously waiting for the race
committee to break the tie. Considering
the wide range of conditions, the sailors
felt “Gone with the Wind"' proved to be
a real test of their skills. Only after the
throwout did the finishing order become
apparent with Grant, Haight, and
Saunders finishing in a row.

It is impossible to put on a successful
regatta without the support of the
sponsors. For Fleet 12, Booth's Gin,
Lowenbrau Beer, and Sailing, Inc. came
through with money, support, and en-
thusjasm. Bob and Ken Dixon and Paul
Guenther of Wisconsin’s *‘Penwaukee
Hullraisers" must have set some kind of
driving record—1,000 miles just to catch
the red flag. Bob and Ken placed third
in the 16As behind Fleet 12’'s Mike
Percy, who placed first, and Mike
Sinclair (also of Fleet 12), who was
second. Not bad after 20 hours behind
the wheel!

Finally, *Gone with the Wind—'83"
buried the notion that Fleet 12's regatta
was a ‘‘drifter”” Harman Wages of 11
Alive in Atlanta summed it up when he
said, “'For the uninitiated, a Hobie
regatta has no losers. It's a colorful
spectacle of wind and water.”

Regardless of how we finished, we all
knew what he was talking about.



Skipper Rick Harper from Seneca,
South Carolina leads the fleet on his
way to a first in 18B fleet (top left). As
the sun came out, the wind died
catching 18A skippers in a lull (top
right). After two days of extreme con-
ditions, from light air to storm fronts,
the tired and happy trophy winners
gather for the last shot (above).
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ORE THAN 200 BOATS WAITING FOR THE WIND TO FILL."

& WO DAYS OF RACING IN WINDS 0 TO 5 M.PH. FOR
THE MID AMERICAS CLASSIC.”

“

PECIAL TROPHIES FOR SPECIAL
WINNERS; THE FLYING H AND 24K
GOLD ON ITALIAN MARBLE FOR THE
NATIONALS QUALIFIERS.”

N
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here is a tradition in Division 14:

every Memorial Day weekend,
I Dallas Fleet 23 hosts a Nationals
qualifier and points regatta. It's known
for storms, winds, and its winner-take-all
attitude. It's called MID AMERICAS. For
years, Nationals slots have been filled
with winners from Mid Americas. The
tenth anniversary promised to be no
exception; there were just a few new
twists.

Lake Texoma, that vast body of water
between Texas and Oklahoma was the
site for this classic event. For years, the
area championship was held at Sunset
Park. This year we were forced to relo-
cate due to lack of space at Sunset
Park. The Park Rangers cringed when-
ever we sought permission to use the
Park. It's a lovely area with tables, rest-
rooms and boat ramps. But it's also very
popular for non-Hobie catters and gets a
bit crowded on holidays. Therefore, we
moved the event a little north to Platter
Flats. This area, also known as “‘Hobie
Platter,”” boasts a horseshoe meadow
ringed by welcoming trees. In the winter,
this area is home for as many as 53
bald eagles. The park’s tranquil beauty
easily lends itself to a weekend of se-
rious racing and Hobie fun. The large
tree-shaded camping area generously
accommodated over 400 people, and
the grassy beach was especially nice on
the hulls of almost 200 boats. One hun-
dred thirty-five acres of lush camp-
grounds—just for us!

For years, the weather has been the
same. As a prelude to the event, there is
always a storm Thursday night. And just
to let us know who's boss, there's an-
other one Sunday night. Last year, the
Sunday wind was clocked at 100 m.p.h.
and blew away everything in sight. The
prior year, the rain washed away
everything!

This year, people came prepared—
especially Fleet 23. They had a new toy,
a 15- x 30-foot blue and white striped
Big Top tent. There was even material to
attach for siding, should the weather
become too inclement. But Mother
Nature had something new in store for
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Mid Americas. There was the obligatory
storm Thursday night, but it blew right
by us. We were, after all, in a new
location. But what saved us Thursday,
hurt us Saturday and Sunday. The wind
never found us.

For two days the winds were clocked
at 0 to 5 m.p.h. An area championship
and it's a floater! No winds!! But no
Bocci ball for Division 14; this was a
Nationals qualifier, and we spent our
time racing. The 18s seemed to have the
worst of it. They disrupted the calm all
the way from C to A. For the first time in
ten years, there were enough boats to
make a C class. Those sailors went
wild—at least they had a chance for a
trophy!

The trophies went five deep in this
class, but that was enough for Joe
Jacobie, Butch L'Heureaux, and Jay
Roberts to move out of C fleet. A 16A
sailor had an inoperative boat, so he
borrowed a friend’s 18 and registered in
18B. He said he'd never been on an
18—but two firsts, a fourth and a fifth as
a throwout gave little credence to that
statement. It was said that Scott Sparks
stole first place! 18A was topsy-turvy. No
one finished where anticipated. The divi-
sion leaders must have had their minds
on the pleasures of the French Riviera,
because number five in the division won
first place. All it took was a second and
two thirds, and Joe Edwards earned a
berth at the Nationals.

The 14s seemed to weather the calm
a little better. In 14C, Diane Flynn, David
Heath, and Jeffrey Kowalski did their
best and trophied one, two, three.
Things weren’t so easy in 14B. Eight
boats and a close one to call. In fourth
place, Michael Miller with nine points,
third place Debbie Taylor with 82, sec-
ond was Gus Blackwell with 8, and Rick
Bonner squeaked by with 7%z poinis for
first place. Welcome to A fleet!

But as hectic as 14B was, 14A was a
bore. There are times that sailing in 14A
in Division 14 is like sailing at the Na-
tionals. You know who the winner will
be: the real race is for second place.
Four bullets. Can you imagine using a
first place for a throwout? It was Greg
Myner who took home the trophy for
second place. And then there were the
Turbos. The newest of the new, sailing in
the Light Class with no wind to try out
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their fancy new rigs. The races were
close, and by the time it was over it
depended on the throwouts. In the end,
Chris Langston threw out a third and
came out on top.

16C had a total of 48 boats. The lead
went back and forth until Walter
Campbell, Bert Kotoun, and Roger
Johnson settled down and captured
first, second and third. 16B was the
surprise fleet—35 boats and everyone
jockeying for position. It took a woman
to show them how! A second and two
fourths put Judy Fuller in the winner’s
circle. With 0 to 5 m.p.h. winds, skill was
on the line in 16A. There is no room for
luck at Mid Americas. There were 35
boats and the Division leaders were not
about to let the joker run wild. The lead
changed four times in four races, and
the leaders were there each time with
only a few new faces rippling their tran-
quility. But, consistency counts, and
Don Balthaser is consistent. With one
first, two seconds, and a third as a
throwout, Don snatched the crown from
the contenders. Fortunately, the Regatta
Chairman decided to have trophies go
deeper than five places. This year, 16A
trophied eight deep. The Division lead-
ers had a souvenir.

The lack of wind took its toll on the
sailors. The races, though short
courses, seemed to take forever. It took
even longer to get to shore from the
race course. But like an old friend,
Strohs Beer was there, waiting for them.
The beer was refreshingly cold and
there was plenty of it. As the weekend
progressed, the pile of empty kegs grew,
and so did the friendship of this mixed
group of Division 14 and everyone else.
Saturday and Sunday evenings were
cool and filled with music.

The Tenth Anniversary of Mid Amer-
icas was a nice mix of new and old. A
new location, a number of old friends. A
new set of weather conditions, and
number of old-time winners. A new idea
for trophies—eight to ten deep in some
classes, but the old idea of rewarding
the ones who try.

National Qualifiers—

1983 Mid Americas

14—Allen Sanders

16—Don Balthaser—J. D. Holmes
18—Joe Edwards—Carmen Muir ¢
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—__RIGHTING
YOUR HOBIE

POINTERS ON
GETTING IT UP

28 Hobie Hotline

by Linda Leon

N obody gets out and

tries to capsize their boat . . .
well, almost nobody. Occa-
sionally, it is more fun to tip it
over and use the hull as a
diving platform, but that's
another story. Usually, capsiz-
ing happens accidentally,
when you least expect it.
Anyone who's tipped over
knows that awful feeling—just
before it's gone—when you're
hovering on the brink, and
then a second later, when it's
too late. For an experienced
sailor, it can be an aggrava-
tion; for a novice, a capsize
can be a serious problem.
Everyone who gets on a
Hobie should know how to
right it.

Let's review the basics, and
hopefully pick up a few les-
sons from the experts on how
to right a capsized Hobie.

The method of righting will
depend on how the boat has
capsized. A pitchpole will
leave you one way; a turtle
another, and the most
common, a ‘“‘one hull in the
air for diving" will leave you
another. If the water is shal-
low, there is also the possi-
bility that the mast could get
stuck in the bottom.

Before we get into righting
technique, the necessary

equipment must be on the
boat. The most important
safety equipment (second
only to lifejackets) on your
boat is a righting line. They
are required when racing,
and should be on all boats.

The two most essential
things about a righting line
are the diameter of the rope
used, and the length. Accord-
ing to Jack Sammons in his
book WELCOME TO A FLEET,
the line . .. ""has got to be big
enough so that it doesn't cut
through your hand-bone
when you're righting the
boat.' He recommends a
7/16" line. | prefer it even
thicker. The line must be big
enough for you to grab it and
hold on to it for at least five
minutes, when you're soaking
wet and perhaps even cold
and exhausted.

The length of your righting
line depends a great deal on
whether you have a 14, 16, or
18, and what method you use
for storing the righting line.
The line has to be long
enough for two people to
hold tightly and to be able to
lean way back. A righting line
that is too short is useless. A
12-foot righting line is about
average, but only trial and
error will dictate what is best
for you.

Every boat owner should
learn to capsize and right
their boat. It is better to go
out, learn, and maybe prac-
tice a few times, than to find
yourself tipped over and try-
ing to remember what this ar-
ticle said. Even the old pros
should practice capsizing
once in a while, just to re-
fresh their memory and check
out their equipment. | remem-
ber at a Women's Nationals, a
couple of friends and | tipped

over a 14 while waiting for the
wind to pick up, before a
race. We dove off the hull and
goofed around for a while.
When we went to right the
boat, the mast was stuck two
feet in the mud. Fortunately,
there was a chase boat to
assist us, but it taught me a
lesson. The following day, |
capsized in a race, and used
every trick in the book | could
think of to keep that mast
from getting stuck.

First, we'll start with basic
boat righting, with the excep-
tions later. The Hobies are
very graceful craft when fly-
ing a hull across a sunny
lake. But when the hull goes
too high (or the mast goes
too low), the balance is upset
and you end up on your side.
It's possible to remain sitting
on the upper hull, but it takes
practice. Most people, once
they realize it's going over,
jump away from the rigging
and into the water. In this
case, we'll assume it's not too
windy, and there is no danger
of the boat being blown away
from you.

If you're on the trapeze
when the boat goes over, the
best thing to do is jump on
the sail—as far from the boom
as possible. Remember, it's
just water and dacron, and
unless you hit a batten, there
should be no damage to
either you or the boat. It's
kind of like standing on a
water bed. Don't remain on
the sail; swim to the side and
around the hull that’s in
the water.

Swim around and hold on
to the hull that is in the water.
Then, talk to each other.
Make sure no one is hurt,
catch your breath, regroup,
and psyche up for righting



Whether you are caught unexpectedly or go over slowly,
catamarans will flip in any direction. The question isn't
“will you go over; it's how fast can you get it righted?”
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the boat.

The next step is to get up
on the hull that's in the water
and stand up. This is trickier
than it sounds, because the
boat will be unstable. Stay in
the center, slightly behind the
dolphin striker. Be careful—
the hull is very slippery and
it's easy to fall and hurt
yourself.

Now you're both standing
on the hull. Before you do
anything else, check to make
sure the mainsheet and the
jib sheet are uncleated. It is
also a good idea to uncleat
the traveler cars, so that as
the boat starts to come back
up, you aren't taking half the
ocean with it.

The next step is the most
important thing to remember
and likely the most forgotten.
You cannot right a Hobie
unless the mast is pointing
into the wind! Think about it.
You're trying to pull the mast
out of the water, and if it isn't
into the wind, you're not only
fighting the boat, but the wind
too. The easiest way to deter-
mine the source of the wind
is to turn around, and look
away from the boat. Is it blow-
ing in your face? It probably
is. The whole reason the boat
tipped over was because of
the wind, and as the mast
went into the water, it was
probably pointing directly
downwind. So you have a
problem. The boat cannot be
righted with the wind at your
back. You have to turn the
mast into the wind. One way
is to have someone swim it
around. An easier way is to
have the wind blow the boat
around. The trampoline can
now act as a sail, and be
used to your advantage.

At the present, the weight

is evenly distributed. What
you must do is create a drag,
a heavy point around which
the rest of the boat will pivot.
Have your crew move
towards the back of the boat.
You should follow. If you are
both as far back as you can
be, the boat will swing around
you. It should pivot clockwise
around where you are stand-
ing, and eventually end up
with the mast into the wind. If
it doesn’t work, you can
always swim it around. Once
it's into the wind, move back
to the center of the boat.

So there you are: mast into
the wind. The next thing is to
dismantle your righting line
and pull it out to its full
length. (If it is possible, string
the line over the top hull. This
will give you that much more
leverage when pulling.) While
the crew stands off to one
side, the skipper takes the
righting line and, keeping it
taut, begins to lower himself
away from the boat at an
angle. He can either be hold-
ing the line directly, or can
wrap it around his bottom for
better leverage. Get into posi-
tion, and then have the crew
lower himself down the rope.
Crews take note: it is very
difficult to be on the bottom
when trying to right a Hobie!
It makes it ten times harder to
have to carry a crew’s weight
as well. The crew should be
holding themselves up by the
righting line, and not leaning
all their weight on the skipper.

But, how far do you lean?
A 45-degree angle is about
right, but you'll have to exper-
iment to find what's best for
you. One word of advice—it's
possible to lean too far, and
not have the correct angle to
right the boat.

So, there you are, holding
on for your life, your hands
are killing you, your shoulders
ache, and nothing is happen-
ing. Be patient—it takes about
30 seconds. A couple of
good yanks often helps, as
the object is to get the tip of
the mast out of the water
enough so that the wind can
catch the sail and help blow it
back up. As the boat starts
back over, pull yourself up the
line. Once you're sure it's
coming, let go and get out of
the way. The hull will come
down hard, and can be
deadly if it hits you in
the head.

Once it's right side up,
don’t let go of the boat! Swim
to the front and crawl up on
to the hull. It is nearly im-
possible to get on a Hobie
while you’re in the water
from any place other than
the front hulls. Why fight it?
Get back on the boat, secure
the rudders, sheets and trav-
elers, and off you go!

EXCEPTIONS

There is an exception to
every rule—and righting a
Hobie is no different. As a
matter of fact, there are about
as many ways to right a
Hobie as there are to tip one
over. They go over back-
wards, forwards, sideways,
and sometimes even when
there is no wind! The best
way to learn to right your
boat in all these diverse situa-
tions is to practice, think, and
ask your sailing friends. The
following are a few pointers
for the more common varia-
tions of a capsize.

FROM TURTLE POSITION
Turtle position is when the
mast is straight down and

both hulls are completely up-
side down. A capsized Hobie
will go turtle for any number
of reasons. If you stay on the
hull that's in the air, you may
cause the boat to go turtle; or
it might be so windy it just
blows over “‘all the way;"" or
finally, the waves may cause it
to go turtle. Whatever the rea-
son, you should know how to
right a boat from turtle the
same as from a regular
capsize.

The first thing to do once
you've turned turtle is to
make sure all the sheets are
uncleated and that the trav-
elers are let out. Next, deter-
mine the direction of the
wind. The object will be to get
the hull that is into the wind
(to windward) out of the
water and into a capsized
position. That way, the mast
will also be into the wind,
making righting the boat
very simple.

Grab the righting line from
the upwind hull and hang on
to it. Take up the slack. (Wrap
it around the outside of the
hull, if possible.) Finally, with
line in hand, go and sit on the
downwind hull with your
crew. Holding the rope tight,
start sliding toward the back.
This should raise the bow of
the windward hull. Now, stand
up on the hull, as far back as
you can, but be careful!
Again, it's slippery and there
is nothing to hold on to but
the rope. Force the leeward
stern as deep into the water
as you can. The windward
bow should begin to rise. As
it does, continue forcing the
hull under water and start
pulling the righting line. As
the wind catches the tram-
poline, it will help to blow the
boat into a capsized position
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Righting a Hobie is a simple technique when you have
enough crew weight or good wind with some chop on the
water. Lightweight teams may require a different method.

(half-way toward righting your
Hobie!). When the hull is
about four feet out of the
water, the boat will need to be
flattened out. While holding
the righting line, move to-
wards the front of the hull. As
you do this, the back should
pop up, and you'll be in busi-
ness, in a capsized position,
ready to right your boat.

SAFETY PRECAUTIONS

Water in the mast or a con-
siderable amount in the hull
can make righting a turtled
Hobie extremely difficult—if
not impossible. The best way
to prevent this is to periodi-
cally check the seal on the
mast and hulls. Check at the
mast top and fitting which
connect the stays to the mast.
Silicone sealer is excellent for
the job.

If you flip and you think
there is water in the mast,
John Storer, a Hobie 14 sailor
from Indianapolis has a
recommendation.

Get the boat from the tur-
tled to the capsize position at
water level. Work your way up
to the top of the mast, grasp
the masthead and tip it up.
Water inside the mast will run
back to the mast base. With a
little wind, pitch the masthead
up and that should do it.

There is one major short-
coming to this method—and
I've seen it happen. A flipped
Hobie drifts faster than you
think. When a person swims
to the head of the mast, he is
in a likely position to get sep-
arated from the boat. If a
chase boat is not around, and
the boat cannot be righted,
there is no way to reach the
person separated from the
boat. If you are going to try
this method, have a chase
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boat standing by to pick up
you or your crew, should it be
necessary.

WHEN IT’S SUPER
WINDY

Believe it or not, it's a lot
easier to right a Hobie when
there is a lot of wind. There
are a few tricks, and things to
watch out for, but basically
the procedure’s the same.

The first thing that sepa-
rates a heavy wind righting
from a light wind one is time.
You capsize a lot faster and
have to move quicker to pre-
vent the boat from going tur-
tle. The wind will blow you
right into turtle if you don't
get the mast into the wind
FAST! So, once you know it's
gone, get to a position where
you and your crew can swing
the boat around quickly. You
don’t even have to be stand-
ing; sometimes all it takes to
swing the boat into the wind
is two people hanging on to
the stern. Regardless—time is
of the essence!

The second thing is how
much effort it’ll take to get the
mast out of the water to
where the wind can get
underneath it to help right the
boat. All it takes is a foot of
clearance, and the boat will
be up! If there are any waves
at all, they can be used to
your advantage. Time your
pulling to the waves, and
once the tip of the mast is
clear, you'll be up.

Finally, a word of caution. If
heavy wind conditions prevail,
the boat may right, then cap-
size the other way immediate-
ly. This can be frustrating and
dangerous if you let go of the
righting line. Stay with the
boat at all times. Don't let go;
just hang on until you have

the strength to try again. One
way to prevent ‘'somersault-
ing"' is to grab the dolphin
striker or hull as soon as the
mast comes up. In really diffi-
cult conditions, | pull the
righting line, and have my
crew sitting on the hull. Then,
as we right, she rolls on to
the deck and holds on. It isn't
very graceful, but it works.
She's also that much closer
to being on the boat, ready to
go. In that much wind, it
doesn’t take 285 pounds to
right the boat. All it takes is
timing with the waves, a good
pull, and the strength to hang
on.

FROM A PITCH POLE
Ever see a Hobie do a
handstand? When both hulls
are pointing straight up, either
front up or back up, the best
thing to do is go to the down-
wind hull, to the portion that
is in the water, and start
crawling “‘'up.” The object is
to get the boat to a capsized
position, mast to the wind.
The only way to do that
sometimes is to manhandle
(sorry!) one hull or the other
into the water. This one takes
practice and is often an inter-
esting story to tell friends.

WHEN YOU DON’T HAVE
A RIGHTING LINE

What are you doing without
a righting line? Anyway, in a
pinch, you can always untie
the mainsheet and use it. |
have heard of people using
the mainsheet while it is still
attached, but | don't believe it
can be done.

AND FINALLY, THE 'OLE
MAST STUCK IN THE
MUD ROUTINE

The best advice is don't let

it get stuck in the first place.
But, what if it does? How will
you know? The easiest way to
tell, is the boat will go turtle,
but not all the way. One hull
will be slightly higher, or may
be cocked at a funny angle.
Either way, the best thing to
do is to get off the boat, into
the water, and hold on.
Sometimes that's enough to
make the boat float free. If it's
not, you'll need to swing the
boat around so the stuck
mast is into the wind. Then,
the wind can push the boat
downwind, hopefully freeing
the mast. The next thing to do
is to try to right it from a turtle
position. It'll work five times
out of ten, but there are a
handful of boat owners in
Northern California who race
every year at Coyote Point,
and every year one or two of
them lose a mast to the great
San Francisco Bay. Once it
gets stuck and the tides and
waves start working, it is
almost impossible to get out.
But that is an extreme case,
generally the Coast Guard or
chase boat can pull you free,
sending you on your way with
little more to show than a
dirty top of the sail.

Sailing is great. Don’t be
afraid to go out and fly your
hull as high as you can. Just
remember to carry righting
lines, and to make sure
everyone on the boat is
briefed on the procedures in
case of a capsize. And then
go out and practice a few
times. It's really kind of fun!

Linda Leon (formerly Linda
Leth) is currently honey-
mooning as well as practicing
for the upcoming Hobie 16
U.S. Women's National
Championship.



A FAST TRICK!

The only thing more frus-
trating than a major equip-
ment failure during a race has
got to be not being able to
right your boat after flipping
or pitchpoling. A light racing
team is at a big disadvantage
when it comes to this recov-
ery maneuver. For those of
you who must carry weights
just to make minimum racing
weight, | am sure you have
experienced this problem.

Weight belts that you wear,
as in skindiving, are strictly
forbidden. Although they
would be most effective while
racing, they become a life-
threatening burden to the
person wearing them when
they are overboard. Water
jackets that can be filled while
in the water will provide an
additional eight pounds more
weight for each gallon
brought on board. These are
effective for the light Hobie 14
skipper who has no other al-
ternatives. However, the
jacket can be bulky and re-
strictive when worn over a life
jacket. A third alternative is to
accept help from the race
committee chase boat. Al-
though this help is much
more pleasant than hanging
on to your righting line for an
hour, it does result in a D.N.F.
(did not finish) for that race.

So what is lightweight,
cheap, and easy to use in a
situation like this (besides
your crew)? After watching an
entire race from our pitch-
poled Hobie 16 in the San
Diego Bay, this question was
foremost on my racing list.
My solution ended up being a
12’ piece of 3/8" rope—"the
trick rope''—and the unique
placement of my crew. We
call it the *‘trick righting act.”

While racing, one end of
the trick rope is tied to the
dolphin striker. The rest is se-
cured any place out of the
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way. When the situation pres-
ents itself, the usual position-
ing of the mast into the wind
and releasing the main sheet
take place first. As skipper, |
pull out the Hawaiian righting
line and lean back to keep
the mast from sinking. The
trick rope is then thrown over
the upper hull and grabbed
by the crew. My crew is my
wife Cathy, who then climbs
up my chest and stands on
my shoulders. As she leans
back against her rope, the
boat instantly begins to right
because of the greatly in-
creased leverage. As the tip
of the mast approaches 10-12
feet above the water, Cathy
dives off my shoulders away
from the boat. At this point,
her leverage is not needed,
as the wind catches in the
sails and the upper hull has
passed over top center. Then
| drop between the hulls as
the upper hull hits the water,
grabbing the dolphin striker to
stablize the boat.

A Word Of Caution: The
crew dives away from the
boat. Do not dive toward the
boat in an attempt to be be-
tween the hulls when you
come up. We have tried this,
and feel the risk of having the
hull land on you is not worth
the few seconds lost while
swimming back to the boat.

Once the boat is stable, it is
a simple matter of climbing
back on, organizing your
equipment and thoughts, and
giving your crew a helping
hand back on board. Why is it
called the "'trick righting
act?”’ The first time we tried
out the idea, it was a very
warm sunny day requiring lav-
ish amounts of suntan oil.
Needless to say, it is very
tricky for your crew to climb
on oily shoulders. Try it
sometime!

by: Gordon Carpenter
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Intense competition raged through the final event.
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Hobie 18 Worlds

FRANGE

by Paula Alter

What better place to ac-

=
AI.IStI'ahan commodate some of the finest sailors in

the world than the French Riviera where

Brett Dryland the Hobie 18 World Championship was

held June 19-25. The hillside town of
Iands another Hyerés, set on the western end of a

= large bay, hosted the event which

tltle brought competitors from 17 countries.

Although the sun prevailed, winds were
unpredictable, blowing heavy from the
mountains one day, to light and shifty
the next. Many of the sailors had been
racing in Hyerés the previous week at
the European 18 Nationals in which the
top 12 qualified for the Worlds.

As they welcomed the new arrivals, it
was once again a time for reuniting old
friends and making new ones. Looking
down the beach, it could have been
Tahiti, South Africa or Brazil; but this
was southern France, with green vine-
yards stretching up the hillside, quaint
sidewalk cafes, and lots of bread and
wine. One thing that didn't change from
the last Worlds was the quality of the
sailors. In fact, the Hobie 18 sailors
globally had greatly improved their mas-
tery of the 18 since they last met in
1980 in Daytona Beach, Florida. Each
team came hoping to win the title, to see
how much they had improved and to
learn new sailing strategies from others.

The qualifying races opened with
heavy winds and chop. Twelve spaces
were available to those vying for the

Paula Alter
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Sandy Banks

Conditions during the week varied from dead calm to a boisterous 20 knots.
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Paula Alter

championship. After one day of heavy
winds and a second of no wind, the
sailors settled for three races and no
throwout to determine the qualifers. The
charm of France was apparent the night
the winners were announced in Le
Cave, a small winery hidden on a nar-
row street in Pierrefeu. Over 200 people
ravished on French food, toasting to
themselves as participants and
supporters.

In a light five to eight knot wind, Brett
Dryland took the first win in the semi-
finals. A fellow Aussie, Don Algie, fin-
ished second showing the Australians to
be tough competitors in light air. Ger-
many's Kay Delius finished third. With
ominous clouds and thundering in the
distance, the next group of sailors pre-
pared their boats for their first race.
"“This place is tricky as hell!"" said
Hawaii's Dean Froome as he launched
off the beach.

The wind picked up for some single
trapezing for the second and third race
with another Australian, Robert McLean,
winning the second. With light wind in
the morning increasing to 15 to 20
knots for the afternoon races, the sec-
ond day brought haggard sailors to the
beach. Third and fourth race winners
were South African Blaine Dodds and
Australian, Graeme Sanderson. The
French team was applauded as Roch
Lener and Hyerés’ local, Jean Foucaud
brought in a second and third.

The second day of racing lasted well
into a late and beautiful sunset, taking
advantage of the good wind. In the fifth
race, Brett Dryland took the lead from
the start and hung on to the finish with
Hiro DeMaeyer, Tahiti, behind him.
DeMaeyer sailed an 18 for the first time
during the European Nationals. There is
something to be said for the magic
that's mixed with Tahitian skill. Dean

Froome took an early lead in the sixth
race and finished there with the rest of
the fleet mixing themselves at each
mark. lan Bashford began the seventh
race with an outstanding port start. Port
starters are rarely a good idea, and
often don't work out—but not this time!
Bashford, the defending world cham-
pion, easily cleared the fleet and went
on to a win with Carlton Tucker finishing
behind him. As the winds broke for the
stars and a quiet evening, the fleet
standings had changed radically.

The third and last day of preliminary
racing brought the top 36 teams into the
finals. It was drifty; the courses were
shortened progressively throughout the
day to accommodate the pockets of
wind. The wind shifted, holes developed
and an occasional streak of breeze
would filter through the course. The last
two races before the cut were won by
David Rogers of Florida and Bill Worrell
of Australia.

In the round robin series, seven out of
the ten races were won by Australians.
““Many of the sailors from our country
are getting better in light air,’ said
Graham Palesy. "‘This year, we've had a
full season of light air!" Where they
would routinely wait for the stronger
winds to sail, the Australians began
training on lighter air, anticipating the
conditions that they might face at
Hyerés.

No one was more anxious to hear the
announcement of the top 36 contenders
than those who had scores borderline to
the cut. To prolong the agony, John
Dinsdale, manager of Coast Cat,
France, and producer of the Worlds,
started with number one, David Rogers
of Florida. After the last name was
called, sailors and friends danced and
savored French wine to nourish the

Thank You
for the Worlds

As Executive Director of the World
Hobie Class Association, | would like to
thank the skippers who attended the
Second Hobie 18 World Championships.
The sportsmanship on the water was
some of the best I've seen. All in all, it
was an excellent event, with exceptional
worldwide representation.

I'd particularly like to thank Coast Cat
France and the entire office staff for
helping to organize and run this event.
Many of their people expended a great
deal of extra time and effort to ensure
the success of the event. Special thanks
go to Denise Cuzuc and John
Dinsdale—the two main people who
organized the event.

Many, many thanks go to Andre
Fabre for heading the Race Committee
of the European and World Champion-
ships, and to Bernard Panesi, beach
captain for the two events. They both
did great jobs!

Additionally, I'd like to thank the fol-
lowing individuals who served with me
on the Protest Committee (and missed a
lot of dinners): John Collier, South
Africa; Max Blauenstein, Switzerland;
Don McDonald, Australia; and Doug
Campbell, Canada.

Finally, our sincere appreciation goes
to the people of Hyeres and the Hyeres
Yacht Club for hosting the Second
Hobie 18 World Championships.

Hope to see you in the Philippines,
January 14-22, for the Seventh Hobie
14 World Championships!

Sandy Banks
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Whether fighting for first place, or for a better position mid-fleet, the competition was roaring!
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Nestied

into the French
countryside,

a small local
winery hosted

the finals
awards banquet.

relief and calm the disappointment. Boat
assignments were distributed, new
members of the Hobie World Council
were acknowledged and strategies were
planned.

The top ten were in close contention,
with five races and a throwout, they
were:

1. David Rogers - 11%

2. Hiro DeMaeyer - 12
3. Brett Dryland - 12%
4. Carlton Tucker - 15
5. Dean Froome - 17
6. Blaine Dodds - 19%
7. Jeff Alter -22
8. Graham Palsey - 23
9. Alan Egusa - 24
0

—y

. lan Bashford - 25%
Predicting the wind patterns had
become quite a game over the past few

days, and this time the stakes were high.

Whatever intuition remained of both
spectators and sailors was worked into
overtime. Light air began the finals.
Happy and anxious, Dryland and his
crew Robin Whitehead (daughter of
1976 Hobie 16 World Champion Mick
Whitehead) took the first race. Lener

38 Hobie Hotline

and Dodds were close through the
second race when Dodds nudged out in
front for the win. A late start in the third
race brought Hawaii's Mike Jacobs
across the finish with the other boats
drifting behind.

With eight races sailed and one day of
finals left, Dryland had established a
substantial lead. He would be tough to
beat. With luck, the final day dawned
with the wind blowing 15 to 20 knots
and whitecaps on the water. After a
seemingly endless day of no wind, it
looked like it was howling!

Jeff Alter took off from the start with
the top ten right behind. Froome,
Dodds, Tucker, Dryland, Bashford,
Beriou and Egusa in that order rounded
C mark. The lead boats were clocked at
22 mph on the reach. By the finish line,
Dryland had pulled into second assuring
him of the 18 World Title. Dryland and
Whitehead hit the beach unsure of the
final standings; Dryland checked the
scores on the official scoreboard,
adding up his competitors’ scores to see
if he could be beaten. Before he could
finish his calculations, he was
congratulated by spectators who had
their own unofficial tally. Dryland finally
realized it was true! He had won the 18
Worlds and didn’t have to race the last
race (but did, in the true competitive
spirit). The course was long, five times
to the weather mark and it was still
blowing 20 knots. Alan Egusa (USA)
came through with a win in the last and
longest race of the championship. Vying
for first place all the way, Tucker picked
up a fifth in the last race giving him
second overall. Third was Rogers, fourth
Bashford, and fifth, Dean Froome.

Brett Dryland, 24 years old, the new
Hobie 18 World Champion, is an
accountant from Sydney, Australia. He is
a former Hobie 16 Australian and World
Champion and two-time Worrell 1000
victor. It's been said that women are too
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light for the 18, but teammate Robin
Whitehead from South Africa proved
them wrong.

In the midst of brilliant green vine-
yards, with the sun setting over the
hillside, the outdoor awards banquet
honored the tired but happy sailors.
“Brett didn’t need to win. Of course, he
wanted to, but he really won because of
his talent,” said lan Bashford. It was a
time for laughing at the antics of the
day, evaluating the different perform-
ances in hopes that the next Worlds
would bring a first place. Each country
had their own philosophy and explana-
tion to offer. The Australians, known for
their ability to sail in heavy air, demon-
strated that they are equally skilled in
the light wind. The Germans faced a
different problem. Living in a landlocked
country, they are used to sailing on
small lakes. The light wind at the Worlds
was good for them, but they felt they
had to develop the *‘feel’’ for the wind
that the Australians and Americans had.
“‘We gained a lot of experience,” said
Mike Rust, “‘Next time we’ll be a little
bolder.”

The Canadians agreed, stating, “We
hope to learn to sail well enough to
come back. Last time we tried to qualify
and sat on the beach and watched the
rest of the world sail. This time we
qualified and learned a lot."”

The Hong Kong Fleet was well repre-
sented. Used to sailing in winds where it
is either zero knots or blowing hard, the
shifty air at Hyerés proved difficult.

The 18 Worlds Championship was
over for another few years but the good
times with friends will last until the next.
Some were off to tour Europe, others to
their homelands. One group of Aussies
were headed out with their luggage in
tow. “‘We're sticking our thumbs out and
wherever they take us, that's where
we're going." Who knows, that's prob-
ably how they found the wind!



Paula Alter
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EE ven before the boats hit the water, the racing began—in the form of serious tuning, strategy discussions, and last minute
banter between teams.
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Giobal friendships, good competition, and a promise for future World Hobie gatherings.
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2nd Hobie 18 World Championships
Hyeres, France
June 19-25, 1983

Semi-Finals Race by Race Results Finals
Skipper/Crew Home Town 172 34 5/6 1/8 9/10 1 2 3 4 5 Total
1. Brett Dryland/Robin Whitehead Sydney, Australia 3/4 1 3/4 8 3 3/4 3 10 5 2 331/4
2. Carlton Tucker/Kelly 0'Brian Ft. Walton Beach, FL 3 13 4 2 6 12 9 3 3 5 47
3. David Rodgers/Rich Dunham W. Paim Beach, FL 10 4 3 4 374 24 10 7 12 7 573/4
4. lan Bashford/Steven Whelan Sydney, Australia 6 15 5 3/4 14 8 5 33 6 3 623/4
5. W. Dean Froome/Steve Leo Kallua, HI 2 9 3/4 6 12 15 16 4 2 15 653/4
6. Blaine Dodds/Andre Morse Plettenburg, S. Africa 6 3/4 13 5 8 16 3/4 19 4 16 69 1/2
7. Jeff Anter/Floyd White Capo. Beach, CA 12 5 2 3 13 17 13 26 3/4 4 693/4
8. Hiro DeMaeyer/Fred Paquier Papeete, Tahiti 8 5 3 2 2 25 25 9 7 1 72
9. Alan Egusa/Don Oltmans Hawthorne, CA 7 4 2 " 20 30 23 17 9 34 933/4
10. Robert Engwirda/T. Vink Gold Coast, Australia 18 12 15 7 15 4 8 15 13 8 97
11. Burrel Frazier/Kevin Miller Orlando, FL 1 8 21 15 6 19 4 8 " 6 98
12. Thierry Beriou/Gerard Sciri Hyeres, France 16 10 7 10 3 29 18 6 8 20 98
13. Graham Palesy/Ray Armstrong NSW, Australia 5 7 9 16 2 9 12 18 2 26 100
14. Bill Worrall/David Skewes Victoria, Australia 16 27 17 6 3/4 3 19 13 20 13 107 3/4
15. Roch Lener/Guy Pasquier Arradon, France 19 2 6 15 28 6 2 1 27 23 11
16. Don Algie/Claire James N.SW, Australia 2 28 13 3/4 19 2 24 14 36 19 1213/4
17. Kay Delius/Ingo Delius Germany 3 7 8 1 2 21 1 16 14 25 123
18. Wayne Schafer/Pat Porter Capo. Beach, CA 9 2 19 19 18 14 4 25 16 27 126
19. John Hackney/Carol Hackney Stuart, FL 14 7 14 12 K 23 21 3 24 9 128
20. Mike Jacobs/Kathy Combre Kailua, HI 17 18 7 26 5 27 7 3/4 28 12 1293/4
21. Paul Marner/Megan Aston Osinawa, Canada 4 14 31 23 9 10 15 5 32 29 140
22. Jean P Foucaud/Marc Creusefond Hyeres, France " 3 6 24 9 26 3 27 25 10 141
23. Thomas Kappelman/Ingrid Possberg Germany 4 17 1" 9 16 7 2 32 18 33 143
24. Steve Broyles/Kim Kymlicka Dallas, TX 5 12 14 3 19 1 3 35 23 28 146
25. Gerhard Koper/Marry Fuchs Cape Town, S. Africa 17 9 10 5 24 3 k<] 28 15 14 155
26. Gunter Schroeder/Karpenstein Germany 2 6 8 12 R 3 35 2 21 2 156
27. Ethan Salkind/lan Salkind Vashon, WA it} 6 2 30 7 28 17 23 33 20 165
28. Graeme Sanderson/Mark Gray Sydney, Australia 29 3/4 15 13 25 13 27 3 10 36 166 3/4
29. Eric Hasselback/Paul Johnson Cape Town, S. Africa 31 10 7 28 13 5 32 29 7 30 170
30. Antonio Marino/Andrea Posani Pomezia, Itaty 18 19 18 21 12 18 20 7 % 18 170
31. Robert McLean/A. Phillips Sydney. Australia 34 15 12 16 2 3 28 3B 19 21 176 3/4
32. Rudy Visser/Isabelle Visser Amsterdam, Holland 9 13 5 31 1" 2 6 30 31 31 178
33. Tony Laurent/Andre Levou Sydney, Australia 10 23 5 29 14 2 30 21 34 17 181
34. Paulo Orsini/Stefano Crifo Rome, Italy 13 2 0 21 4 2 2% 12 35 32 181
35. Domenico DeToro/Bruno Tafuri Rome, Italy 2 20 2% 18 8 35 22 24 30 24 192
36. Mick Whitehead/Barry Wrankmore Cape Town, S, Africa 30 ] 4 18 2 33 3 2 29 36 208
Semi-Finals P Qualifying Races PR
Skipper Home Town 12 34 5/6 178 9/10 Total Skipper/Crew Home Town 1 2 3 Total
37. Goett Amyot/Anders Buchwald Capetown, S. Africa 8 26 2 23 10 67 1. Eric Hasselbach/Paul Johnson Cape Town, S. Africa 34 3 2 53/4
38. Tjaart Vilgoen/J. Roger Hardy Pretoria, S. Africa 13 30 7 20 7 67 2. Michael Rust/Anne Rudmacher Germany 3 6 3 12
39. Jorg Zimmerman/Peter Ox Germany 15 25 12 17 3 69 3. Goeff Amyot/Anders Buchwald South Africa 9 3/4 6 153/4
40. David Kruyt/Michael Kruyt Cape Town, Africa 24 22 18 8 26 72 4. Hanjo Zimmerman/Ludwig Christa Germany 6 5.5 1
41. Bill Quinn/Michael Lyons NSW, Australia 27 3 3 25 20 75 5. Thomas Kappelmann/ingrid Possberg Germany 5 13 4 2
42. Michael Schwarz/Lars Hendriksen Bungsted, Denmark 3» 28 16 9 23 76 6. Thierry Beriou/Gerard Sciri Hyeres, France 4 1 8 23
43. Hever/Bottcher Germany 23 19 9 26 35 m 7. Stefano Ryan/Paolo Ryan Italy 12 4 1 27
44. Peter Henning/Robert Aveling Johannesburg, S. Africa 26 2 16 24 16 78 8. Jean Christopher Dupin/Frederic Dupin  France 8 15 7 30
45. Brett White/J. Black Terrigal, Australia 29 16 22 14 27 7 9. Michael Schwarz/Lars Hendriksen Denmark 12172 16 9 371/2
46. Markus Bruder/Fritz Bruder Switzerland 12 24 2 " 3 9 10. Roch Lener/Guy Pasquier Arradon, France 13 12 13 38
47. Hobie ARer, Sr./Kahala Alter Capistrano Beach, CA 2 29 35 25 5 81 11. Brett Dryland/Robin Whitehead Sydney, Australia 39 2 34 413/4
48. Daniel Pradel/Eric Bussy Toulon, France 3 16 10 3 24 81 12. Peter Henning/Robert Aveling South Africa 20 10 19 49
49. Joel Escarret/G. Escarret France " 36 27 2 21 81 13. Uirich Schmitter/David Garmen Germany 25 8 161/2 49172
50. Kalfon/Blanchard Ajaccio, France 7 3 33 33 " 82 14. Chritisn Boucher/Fredo Frezuex Paris, France 7 31 12 50
51. T.Lagasse/S. Lagasse Mauritivs 19 25 1" 35 28 83 15. Werner Wittwer/Beck Eichelberger Switzerland 24 9 18 51
52. 6. Braccini/G. Corsini Rome, Italy 15 20 35 kil 18 84 16. Norbert Blauenstein/Jenny Haugezud Geneva, Switzerland 20 72 53
53. Mark Pryke/David Groth NSW, Australia 2 8 28 27 36 84 17. Claude Porta/Malot Hyeres, France 17 18 20 55
54. Richard Daw/Robina Watson Burnside, Australia 28 21 24 19 21 85 18. Friedrich Niederquell/Rainer Krippner Germany 18 23 15 56
55. Scott McCook/Midori Hol Singapore 23 k7] 25 7 3 86 19. PR. Crawford/J.J. Wilson Victoria, Australia 14 19 23 56
56. Michael Rust/Anne Rudmacher Germany 36 24 19 20 23 86 20. Guy Pasquier/Christopher Gaugier Toulon, France 15 28 14 57
57. HD. Monsen/S. Arnold Port Elizabeth, S. Africa 32 21 21 2 15 89 21. Eric Poire/Thierry Dagonzan La Rouchelle, France 23 17 7 57
58. Hanjo Zimmerman/Ludwig Christa Germany 28 1 22 R 29 90 22. Norman Annels/PM. Annels Bournemouth, G. Britian 11 7 21 59
59. Viadimir Revay/Arnold Marais Noumea, New Caledonia 25 18 23 29 25 91 23. Alex Hegerstrom/A. Musgrave Welkom, S. Africa 40 410 64
60. Jean Christopher Dupin/Frederic Dupin  Arcachon, France 2 2% 28 17 31 91 24. Geoff Stevens/John Grouvz Johannesburg, S. Africa 16 37 16 69
61. Steve Murray/Jane Murray Carpinteria, CA 24 27 A 10 0 91 25. Andy Leontietf/Floury Cazany, France 21 % 25 72
62. Stefano Ryan/Paclo Ryan Rome, Italy 33 36 24 4 33 94 26. Kieffer/ Porticcio, France 27 20 29 76
63. Lionel /Kim C. ge, Ont., Canada 21 30 30 27 17 95 27. Sautieux/Destremau Toulon, France 2 21 37 80
64. Mal Gray/Trisha Heath Queensland, Australia k1] 34 % 30 10 9% 28. Steve Leo/J.S. Collier Port Eliz., S. Africa 2 39 39 &
65. John Curtis/John Lattman Edmond, OK 25 29 23 22 30 9 29. Claude Cereghino/Paluch Bailty Ajaccio, France 29 29 24 82
66. Bill Marner/Sandra Marner Oshawa, Ont., Canada 2% 35 32 35 17 110 30. David Horton/Deirdre Horton Victoria, Australia 30 2428 8
©7. Key Cozart/Phyllis Abel Winter Haven, FL 36 3 kL) 13 R 15 31. Hervé Robin/Gigier Robin Toulon, France 27172 B 2 B2 1/2
68. Gianni /Marco 32 3 2 34 3 "7 32. Jose Marti/Tony Hol Singapore 19 32 32 83
69. Gordon Isco/Gina Isco Carbondale, IL k) R 31 28 27 118 33. Michael Balimes/Robert Ourso Munster, Germany 28 30 27 85
70. PA. Sliper/G. Harrison Hong Kong 34 33 K2 34 26 127 34. Tim Linton/Robert Hinchcliffe Kowloon, Hong Kong 33 25 33 91
71. Ray Walker/Dave Lees Hong Kong 3 33 32 33 33 131 35. Alex Rudin/J.M. Nenkom Zurich, Switzerland 39 22 34 95
72. Ed Fulton/Karin Brockbank Salt Lake City, UT 35 34 35 35 35 139 36. Jane Broadley/A. Ussher Hong Kong 32 36 30 98
37. Denis Menestrier/Gilles Loubeyre Papeete, Tahiti 33 U N 98
38. Bruce Fyfe/Dameon Jamisen Cape Town, S. Africa 26 35 37 98
39. /Fabuce Hyeres, France 3 38 35 104
40. Mike Belbin/Paul Brown Hong Kong 33 39 36 108
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Y PerrecT FIT RUDDER KIT

Eight injection-molded Delrin shim liners
stop slop between rudders and castings on
Hobie®™ 14, 16 and 18. Stop rudder bolt-
hole elongation. Rudders swing up/down
easier. Easy installation.

Free shipping in U.S.A. Califor-

I 1 1 1
STAINED GLASS
YOUR OWN
CATAMARAN COLORS
ALL STANDARD COLOR
COMBINATIONS AVAILABLE -
® Handcrafted-Leaded Stained Glass
® Standing - 3-Dimensional i

® 74"H x 5"L x 14"W
® Custom Colors Available
® Include Sail Numbers If Desired

| |

— Send Check. Money Order or VISA/MasterCard
% =
$10c9 nio residents add 6% sales tox. 2 Amer. Express Acct. Number & Expiration Date.

Be sure to include Sail Colors.

Orper Now! Send check, money order or Visa/
Mastercard account number and expiration date to:
Wind & Sea Sports 3737 Rosecrans St.
San Diego, CA 92110 (619) 293-3181

land add $1.50)

s 95 Incl. Shipping [ The
H (Qutsde Main- - Glasscutter L1
Dealer Ind Res add 11604 River Rd., Carmel, IN 46032

Inquiries Invited 5% Sales Tax  (317) 846-6267 (317) 844-2198
ok L 1 A £ 1 1

VANE o
GLORY

$1 495

SERVES AS A
DK MOBIE  WIND VANE AND

141618

UPDATE - 1983

ALSO GIVES YOU
DISTINCTION

EXCELLENT GIFT
YOUR CHOICE OF A FLAG

4 COMPLETE WITH AMERICAN, ENSIGN, JOLLY
/i 12x18 FLAG & ROGERS, CONFEDERATE,
. 3 / £ HARDWARE & PLAIN CO;(O:(S vagﬂ‘li. RED,
v f INSTRUCTIONS O — 1 ORDERING. SPECIFY
E ‘9” “ BOAT NAME & SIZE
- ~ 141618 AND FLAG
FOR BRACKET AND
. STAFF ONLY 1 CONSTRUCTED OF STAINLESS
a ’1;: STEEL AND FIBREGLASS STAFF

WITH SPECIAL NON TANGLE FLAG
CLIPS, EASY TO INSTALL

Hobie 14 - Redesigned - 6 batten sail.  Turbo 14 — NEW! MICHIGAN RE
Hobie 16 -NEW DESIGN.  Items $5 - $40 — Write or call for brochure.

TAX FOR
RESIDENT

ER INQUIRIES INVITED
LORY

PLUS "1 25 FOR
SHIPPING IN US A
1F VANE GLORY ISN'T FLYING
IT ISN'T WORTH SAILING

CLAIRE:- 81 mt. Olive Rd., Budd Lake, NJ 07828 * 201-691-9038

ADVENTURE MARINE, INC,
E_Z Mast Lifter@ Sail Box $94.50

Pat: Pord. Keep your sails and gear safe and dry.

* All-aluminum construction
* Baked white enamel

* Large: 10" x 10" x 10’

* Ventilated

SiMPLE, ONE-PERSON OPERATION
Available for Hobre 14, 16 and 18

The easy way to raise or lower the mast of any Hobie |
Cat on a trailer. No attachments or tools needed for
Hobie 14 or 16. A small, removable attachment for
the dolphin striker on the Hobie 18 is included. Elimi-
nates the danger of damage or injury

= -~ s

Mast Support

i For Hobie 14 and 16

| * Anodized aluminum r

+ Carpeted V slot

* Brass bolt and wing nut

* Strong and sturdy

* Attaches quickly and easily to
the rear crossbar

$129.95

Dealer inquiries invited

Contact Your Local Hobre Dealer

Call or write for full information 5306 THIRD ST. EAST * BRADENTON, FL 33507 - (813) 755-8970
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Super
Rudder

* Exclusive supplier for

O

0%
DISCOUNT

and Free Freight

For all Prepaid, Factory Direct Orders

Visa and MasterCard Welcome.

the Worrell 1000.
Super Rudders are built to
win!

Guaranteed unbreakable under

normal sailing conditions and
with written warranty.
Fastest and strongest Hobie
Rudder in the world.
Perfectly balanced foil shape
for all types of weather.
Construction: the same high-
tech used in our off-shore
submarine thrusters with
diving capability of 30,000 feet of sea water.

Colors available: White- $199.95 e Red, Regatta Blue, Sunflower
Yellow - $225.00 « Black - $245.00

Super Sailbox’

* Construction: Smooth outside solid fiberglass construction.
Lid has same foam sandwich construction as your Hobie hull.
White Gelcoat finish inside.

® Lidis completely removable, or you may open at either end.
Most accessable box on the market.

e Super Sailbox comes with two wood mounting blocks, and
two marine high quality corrosion resistant hasps.

e Colors available: same as Super Rudder.

Hobie 14 & 16 — 98" long, 17" wide, 10"’ deep — $250.00
Hobie 18 — 10" long, 21" wide, 10" deep — $290.00

INTERNATIONAL FIBERGLASS
1030 U.S. 1, Suite 302, North Palm Beach, Florida 33408
305/848-9804

Illinois Distributor
Sailing Systems, Inc.

California Distributor
Murray'’s Marine

\ U.S. PAT NO. 4227480

: m;!t - -
The First Outboard

Motor Bracket
for Hobie, 14, 16, and 18*

Propels to speeds in excess of 6 knots using the
TANAKA 120 (1.2 H.P.) outboard motor. Provides
safe sure momentum against currents. Makes docking
easy when winds are becalmed. Motor and bracket
weigh less than 17 Ibs. Installs in minutes. Removes in
seconds for racing. Both sailing and motoring positions
clear the boom and tiller.

*Brackets also available for other catamarans. For
prices send for FREE brochure or see your local dealer.

AR,
CHEAIA

THE PERFECT MATE FOR YOUR CATJ

Cheata Outboard Motor Bracket
P.O. Box 1234
Hobe Sound, FL 33455
305/746-0479

Dealer inquires welcome.

DOCKSTADER
ENGINEERING & DESIGN

Presents

GRIP-IT

A new soft grip for your tiller extension.

Used by top skippers -
Geoff Walsh, two

year Division two
14 champion.

Alan Egusa, 9th
place 18 worlds, 5th
place 16 worlds.

GRIP - IT is made by a patented technique of
expanding vinyl plastisol to make it soft like neo-
prene, yet is not affected by sunlight. It is available
in two sizes for either stock or telescoping tillers.

Stock tiller size 5/8x12”" #01-1091 $5.95
Telescoping size 1-1/8x12" # 01-1092 $6.95
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of purchase p

5 e e {minimum $2.00, maximum $10.00)
C.0.D. (add $2.00), check, money order, Mastercard or
Visa (send card number and expiration date), California
/ residents add 6% sales tax, Prices subject to change
—zr——1
L1

Dealer Inquiries Invited
Dept 02, P.O. Box 490, Carpinteria, CA 93013

MURRAYS MARINE (305) 6345446




Wetsuits

Continued from page 23

and an overjacket with long sleeves and
a hood. The most common colors are
yellow, red, blue and white. These suits
not only shed water; they also serve as
windbreakers.

When looking for foul weather gear,
check the seams for strength. Most are
stitched and taped or glued. Examine
the overall construction and the maker’s
warranty.

One of the nifty things about these
outfits is that most of them have at least
one big pocket. |, for one, am always
searching for a dry place to hide a
snack—I| get hungry as soon as we
leave the beach—and those pockets are
great for this and many other purposes.

Other important features in foul
weather gear are the wrist and ankle
closures and the cut of the neckline.
These should all be able to keep water
out without strangling what they're pro-
tecting. A high collar keeps the wind
from doing a couple loops around your
throat and making a dive for your lower
back. A lot of us feel that hoods are
“'sissy,” but | never mind that when I'm
cold, my hair's wet and I've forgotten
my hat. The hood, being attached, is
always there (assuming you remem-
bered to bring the jacket).

Most makers offer a graduated line of
protection, from light and minimal to
light but maximum. The minimal (and
lower-priced) gear is usually quite ade-
quate for the kind of weather a Hobie
sailor would consider sailing in.

FOUL WEATHER GEAR
MANUFACTURERS

One of the best-known makers of foul
weather gear is Atlantis. They offer the
latest in fabric technology and design.
Reinforcement patches in areas of high
stress add to the life of these garments,
which come in several weights and
provide roomy pockets plus Velcro leg
closures.

Another well-known company is
North. They make many kinds of sur-
vival clothing and equipment (who
hasn't heard of North Sails?). North
offers a full line of gear.

Rainfair has a model it calls the Dol-
phin, which has a hood, snap closures,
zippers and lots of pockets. Coming in
red, blue and yellow, it's available in
men's and women's sizes.

Marathon Rubber Products offers
several styles. The Deckmaster features
a lace-up front with gusset that keeps a
lot of splashes from running down your
chest. (The pants on this run a little big.)
The Showermaster has a zip front and a
hood, with Velcro patch pockets on the
jacket. The Drizzler is the third model.
Its features fall between the first two.
These are available in orange, yellow

and blue. S

SUPERGRIP
NEOPRENE KITS

Used in the Worrell 1000
e Excellent footing for trapeze - helps keep crew with boat!
e Cushions nonskid area e Won't abrade skin or clothing
e Doesn't hold sand and water like carpeting does

H-14 Supergrip Kit $19.95 H-16 Supergrip Kit $24.95
H-14 SG Turbo Kit $24.95 H-16 SG Race Kit $26.95
H-14 SG Tbo Race Kit $26.95 H-18 Supergrip Kit $29.95

KITS CONTAIN: Neoprene, adhesive, applicator and instructions
RACE KITS CONTAIN: Extra strips for deck aft of rear x-bar

SPUR GROMMET KITS

Doubles number of grommets across rear of trampoline
where load is greatest. Tightens trampoline and reduces
flexing of frame. Spreads weight load — lengthens life of
trampoline. Extra lacing keeps mainsheet from slipping
thru trampoline. Makes trampoline taut and bouncy -
water doesn’'t pool. Renews life of old trampolines

STANDARD KIT

Includes grommets, installation tools, lacing line &
instructions to double grommet centerline OR rear lacing

DELUXE KIT

Double grommets both centerline AND rear lacing

DELUXE SNAP-BACK
REACHING-RIGHTING SYSTEMS

H-14 $29.95 H-16 $29.95 H-18 $34.95

MEN'S CAT JOHN 2mm. Features shoulder strap w/Velcro
closure, relief closure and reinforced knees and seat
Sizes S-M-L-XL ......... s sbaine e o v 1 9120.00
LADIES' SUN JOHN 2mm. Features shoulder strap
w/Velcro closure and reinforced knees

Sizes 8-14 ......... . $113.95

BREEZEBREAKER | 2mm. Features front zipper for easy

entry and exit. Sleeves are made of waterproof nylon for |ntroducing a be"el’ Way tO
easy movement. Side pockets and mgh collar e
Men’s Sizes S-M-L-XL-XXL -....... dress for sailing

Ladies’ Sizes 8-14........ -oo. $93. 95 You don't need a lot of bulky underlayers or wet rubber
SPORT BOOT 3mm. Has EASY entry w/Velcro closure suits to stay warm. We offer light-weight layers to keep you
and hard neoprene sole warm, dry and comfortable under the most severe

Sizes 5-13 e $37.50 conditions
SPORT SOCK 2mm. Great inside shoes or boots! LIFA — a revolutionary polyprophylene bodywear allows
Sizes 5-12 - -+ $21.00 | 04y heat to force perspiration through the knit, yet keep
your body warm. Wool or cotton bodywear absorbs
moisture and holds it against your skin, thus sealing out
BOOKS natural body warmth, which can cause hypothermia

Welcome To A Fleet Color — NAVY

Book |, Boatspeed, Revised ;

Bo0K I1; TACHES <« v s sesnsinssiin B Y Long-Sleeve Turtleneck ....XS-XL

Hobie Cat Sailing s RN G S e ¥ Long-Sleeve Crewneck
Worrell 1000..... - .. - 1995 | Men’s Long Pants w/fly

Elvstrom’s Yacht Racing Rules 2
Hobie Cat Class Racing Rules.. Women's Long Pants

RADITCH

TrueTell wind indicator .. g
Enforcer--protest flag .........

ONE-PIECE SAILING SUIT — Double-stitched seams are
factory heat-sealed and then taped on the inside to prevent
leakage. The double storm cuffs feature elastic inner cuffs
and Velcro-closure outer cuffs plus the double zipper
ONE FREE BUMPER STICKER with Order. closure has an inner storm bib with Velcro-closure outer
SPECIFY STYLE: “I'd Rather Be Sailing,” “I've Got Cat flap. The hood hides away in the collar while the chest
Fever Get High on a Hobie,” or “Monohulls Are Half- stripes feature a large enclosed pocket
Fast Bumper Stickers — 50¢ ea, 3for$1.00 | Nylon Suit... $115.00 Gore-Tex Suit. .. 215.00

ORDER NOW. Send check, money order, VISA or Mastercard number (include expiration date). Florida residents add
5% sales tax. Freight prepaid on orders over $30.00 in Continental USA (retail only). Prices subject to change.

ToLLFREE -800-874-5359

IN FLORIDA.CALL COLLECT, ASK FOR RICK WHITEHURST (904) 456-2924
DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOME

WHITEHURST’S CAT SHOP

Division of Pensacola Sailing Center
310 New Warrington Road e P.O. Box 3146
Pensacola, FL 32506
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We Have
Waterproofing Gear!

Cold air on your skin is one problem. But cold
air with moisture against your skin is an entirely
different matter. Light weight waterproofing
nylon or goretex Spray Jackets will keep
your upper body warm, shed water, and
allow the ease of full arm movement
that is so necessary in sailing.

Neoprene cuffs and collar with
velcro straps seal out water.

If it’s from Sailing Systems, Inc.
it has to be good. Because
we don’t sell what we wouldn’t use!
Send for your 1983 Catalog today.

Sizes: Sm, Med, Lg, and X-Lg.
Goretex (gold only) $99.95
Waterproof Nylon (blue only) $52.95

See your dealer or contact us:
Sailing Systems, Inc.

4815 Amy Drive

Crystal Lake, Illinois 60014
815 455-4599
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World Council Meeting
Major Rule Change

in Hobie 16 Class

I he World Council of the World
Hobie Class Associaiton met
during the Hobie 18 Worlds in France
and passed a major rule change: The
minimum weight of the Hobie 16 will be
lowered from 340 pounds to 320
pounds effective January 1, 1985. This
change did not take place without
considerable discussion.

After normal business was concluded,
eight different proposals were presented
involving the Hobie 16 minimum weight.
The proposals ranged from keeping the
340 pound minimum weight requiring
the manufacturer to add weight to meet
the minimum, to changing the minimum
to 320 pounds immediately. The
proposals were necessitated by the fact
that Hobie Cat manufacturers are able
to produce Hobie 16s that are
consistently more than 20 pounds
lighter than previously thought possible.
This is accomplished without any
sacrifice in quality or strength, and is
actually an improvement in both.

New high-tech fiberglass manufacturing
technology developed and tested over
the last two years has made this lighter
weight possible.

Everyone agreed that they would
prefer the lighter boats. One skipper
representative pointed out that some
other class that had not kept up with
manufacturing technology had
drastically fallen in size when they did
not take advantage of new technology
to improve their class of boat with rule
changes, and that this could possibly
happen to the Hobie Class.

Finally, after an additional meeting
was called to further discuss the
proposals, a vote was taken. It was
unanimous, except for one abstention,
to lower the minimum weight for the
Hobie 16. The final decisions were:

1. The Hobie 16 minimum weight will be
lowered from 340 pounds to 320
pounds effective January 1, 1985.

2. Prior to January 1, 1985,
manufacturers of Hobie 16s shall
clearly and permanently mark light
16 hulls built using the new
manufacturing technique.

3. The manufacturer shall bring the hull
weight up on any Hobie 16s not
meeting the new minimum weight.

4. Skippers with the lighter Hobie 16s,
prior to January 1, 1985, shall be
required to add visible weight, per-
manently attached for class racing, to
bring their 16s up to the current mini
mum of 340 pounds.

The decision was made to hold off
on the rule change until the 1985 date
to give the racing skipper ample
opportunity to adjust to the new rule
change. It was noted that corresponding
rules and procedures will need to be
developed.

Presently, Coast Catamaran Corp. is
in the process of developing a per-
manent marking for the lighter weight
Hobie 16 hulls. Also being developed
are visible weights that could be
easily added for racing to meet the
current minimum weight.

Other business:

— Wayne Schafer (USA) was elected

President.

— Mark Pryke (Australia) was elected

Vice President.

— The number of boats used in the 16

Worlds will be increased to 56 (112

teams) from 48 whenever possible.

— Spain withdrew their 16 Worlds

proposal for 1984.

— Tentative 16 Worlds site is Fort Walton

Beach, Florida, October, 1984. This will

be finalized in coming months.

TrenTec Cat-aloga

LET’ER RIP

OR USE TrenTec’s
POCKET PROTECTOR
LUFF CAPS

WITH POCKET PROTECTOR

Pocket Protector

LUFF CAPS (Pat. Pend.)
| [ 7, BT S — $ 5.95
HC-14-6-L(6 Battens)... $ 6.95
[ @ o B e $ 8.95
HEN8:L a0 s srissiiad s $ 9.95
Jib Pro-Tector Kit (pat. Pend)
HGEABP ssimsansss $ 9.95
Gooseneck Bearing Kit (Pat. pend)
HC-14/16-GB ......... $ 3.95

Perfect Pocket® DRAFT GAUGES™

Perfect Pocket® BATTEN CAPS™
(Pat. #4,335 669)

For Stock Hobie Battens
HC-14 (incl. 6 caps)....$ 9.95
HE-16:Main: . cusivsas $12.95
BEA6 Jibsssvsvmas

KICK BACK™ RUDDER
RETURN KITS (pat. 44,218.986)
For HC-14 & HC-16

(each set equips 2 rudders)

Standard Kit(s) .......

JIB TRAVELER CAR
FOR HC-16 (Pat. #4,319.537)
HJC-16 (setof 2) ...... $14.95

‘FAST CAT" WINDOW DECALS
(B 7Y ev- || () 2 ——

Available at most Hobie®
dealers or order direct
by writing:

@\ TeriTec Inc.
P.O. BOX 1146

JENSEN BEACH, FL 33457
(305) 334-0929

Be sure to specify your boat and size and
include check. Florida residents add 5% sales
tax. We pay postage. MasterCard and Visa,
include card number and expiration date.

3850
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THE PHILIPPINE MINISTRY OF TOURISM PRESENTS

VIl Hobie 14

Woerld Championship

-t

T IR .

Puerto Azul Philippines
January 14-22, 1984

outheast Asia will be the exotic location of the

Seventh Hobie Cat 14 World Championships. Since

the beginning, the Hobie Worlds have seen such
venues as Hawaii, Puerto Rico, Canary Islands, South
Africa, Brazil, Tahiti, U.S. Virgin Islands, France, and now
the Philippines.

This prestigious event will be held the week of January
14-22. Skippers, families, and friends will board a
Philippines Airlines’ flight on January 12 bound for Manila.
Flying right through Friday and arriving Saturday morning,
you'll be met at the airport by representatives of the
Ministry of Tourism and escorted through Customs. From
there, it's an hour drive by bus to Puerto Azul, the site of
the Worlds.

Along the coast of Cavite lies another world in another
time. Vaulting hills meet the azure sea; the sun shines on
primeval forests, and fine sand beaches remain as they
have for centuries.

In this pocket of untouched scenery lies Puerto Azul—a
haven, a hideaway—a world of its own. It is a taste of Eden;a
true paradise found.

This complete resort and residential community lies 35
miles southwest of Manila. Puerto Azul is spread over 8100
acres of lush greenery amidst the mountains and the sea.
To the west, lined by craggy cliffs, placid coves and un-
spoiled beaches, sweeps the South China Sea.

48 Hobie Hotline

Puerto Azul's sports facilities are the most extensive in
the country. There are two golf courses, and a sports com
plex encompassing ten tennis courts, three squash courts,
two badminton courts, and a six-lane bowling alley,.

Within Puerto Azul are seven coves to explore. The first
three beaches are accessible by road, but the rest are un-
touched havens awaiting discovery. Cruises can be sched
uled to Corregidor, an island which lies across the bav.

A visit to Manila, the capital city, is like a journey through
history. One can see not only the physical relics of history.
but also sense the drama of over 400 years of the wars,
revolutions, peace, trade, religion, politics and culture
which have shaped the Philippines.

The Philippines is also known as the last great bargain
place in the Orient. Metropolitan Manila abounds with
many varied treasures. The best buys, however, are rattan
furniture, wood carvings, guitars, cigars, clothing material
and bags made of native fibers.

Philippine cooking is an exotic, spicy blend of Spanish,
Malayan and Chinese influences. There is a wealth of
Spanish, Chinese and Filipino restaurants in Manila and
the other major cities.

This is a Worlds that you won't want to miss. Spectating
will be ideal, accommodations first class and the racing
perfect!

Make your reservations today; don’t wait. If you'd like
additional information, please don't hesitate to ask.
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Race Information:

Entry Fee: Each skipper will be required to pay a $75.00 entry fee.
This entry fee is payable in U.S. dollars at the event.
TROPHIES wiill be awarded to the top 20 skippers and a specially
designed trophy will be given to the top Senior Man. This is a new
catagory for the Worlds, and is devoted to the top Hobie sailors
over 40. The Hobie Senior 14 Worlds Champion will be deter-
mined based upon the top ranking senior in the championship
series.

Boat Damage Deposit: Each skipper will be required to pay a
$200.00 boat damage deposit. This amount will be refunded if no
damage is done to the boat you sail.

Skippers Are Required to Bring: Weights (if necessary) and
life jackets.
Skippers may want to bring: Protest flag, bridle fly, hot stick.

Please note: These fares are for U.S.-departures only. All
others should contact the local representative as listed
below for low cost package prices.

Europeans Contact:

GSA JET AIR

ATTN: Mrs. H. Natswani

Empire House

175 Piccadily

London, England W1V 9DB

Phone# 014091972

Telex# 8955614

YES! I (We) want to go to the Philippines for
the Hobie 14 Worlds.

Please reserve the following:

Basic Plan A
Puerto Azul
Jan. 14-22, 1984

Double occupancy
Price per person

# People Subtotal

$1130. x =

Travel Package Plan A.
. Round trip airfare from Los Angeles or San Francisco
” Elght Nights accommodations at Puerto Azul
.. Round trip transfers to and from Puerto Azul
.. Eight Breakfasts
.. Welcome, Finalist and Awards Banquets
.. Lei reception at the airport
. Event T-Shirt
Total Cost
Based on per person/double occupancy $1130
Same package with round trip airfare from Hawaii $1000

Optional Tours
#1. Manila Excursion January 22-25, 1984
.. 3 nights accommodations at the Manila Hilton Hotel
.. Transfers to the hotel and then to the airport
$85.00 per person based on double occupancy.
#2. Hong Kong Excursion January 22-25, 1984
.. 3 nights accommodations at the Hong Kong Hilton
.. Round trip airfare (Manila/Hong Kong/Manila)
. Breakfast
.. Round trip transfers
$150.00 per person based on double occupancy.

All Others Contact:
Coast Catamaran Philippines
David Socash

Carmelo & Bauermann Building
Edsa Guadalupe

Metro Manila, Philippines

NAMES Please Print or Type

Optional Tours:

Option #1 Manila

January 22-25, 1984

Double occupancy

Price per person $85.00 x =
Option #2 Hong Kong

January 22-25, 1984

Double occupancy
Price per person

$150.00 x =
Total = $

Please include your deposit of $100.00 per person.
Make your check payable to Hobie 14 Worlds and
mail to:

Hobie 14 Worlds Travel

251 Geary Street, Suite 200

San Francisco, CA 94102

Telephone: (415) 956-3750 or (800) 622-0723

(All names should read as they appear on passport.)

Hometown/airport of departure if other than Los
Angeles

ADDRESS:

CITY/STATE/ZIP:

TELEPHONE: HOME ( )

BUSINESS ( )

Official Airline @ H‘ilipﬁm Air'ims
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Raise Your Sail
without a snag!

it easy for one person to pick : /o ;
up a catamaran and move it
across the beach. A roller bear-
ing in the handle allows the
axle to spin under the hulls as
the boat slides onto the Cat
Trax. The handle is then fast-
ened to the rear beam for 3- Patent Pending
point support and the boat
" .. can be easily pulled over pave- . . ] ?
- - %88 ment sand, and rocks. Sail Trax is the answer for sails that jam in the track. Just
start the head of your sail through a Sail Trax - stand back -
and pull the sail up, all the way to the top of the mast!
NEW! Cat Cradles for round bouoms! Sail ';’)ru is a pair of‘iu:inlvss steel quides Wil[l)l spherical tips
that lead your sail smoothly into the track. They are easily
installed on each side of the mast in a few minutes. Full
instructions are provided.
Sail Trax fits all catamaran masts and monohull masts
with built-in sail grooves.
Save you time and temper - get Sail Trax.... $12.95
Most sailboat shops and sailboat makers have Sail Trax.

You don’t have to hand-feed your sail anymorel

These form fitting hull scoops
provide more support for rounded
hulls. Using the handle. they slip
under the boat with ease and
cradie the hulls for added pro-
tection.

Roller bearing handle 1589 ? Order by mail from: Florida Sailcraft
Cat Cradles $99/ pair 1601 N.E. 18th Ave., Ft. Lauderdale, FL. 33305
-add 5% for freight in Cont. U.SA. ,’_ o e e e e —————————
-Florida residents add 5% tax. Pleasesendme _____ Sail Trax ¢ $12.95 ea. —
’(fr 4 -~ ph: $1.00 postage and handling
“la. residents add 5% sales tax —
<l y — ———  You can mount Cat Cradles

Total amount enclosed:

on your trailer, too.

i 1 Name R
_JE—. s, See your local dealer or order from:
\{._—; — o ' Address — — —
; FLORIDA SAILCRAFT City _______State ___ _ Zip_______
(305) 5619777 Couintry

-SEE ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS ABOVE.

(postage outside U.S. or Canada - $3.00)

- - - - -

L
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RACING

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 1983

WORLD HOBE CLASS ASSOCIATION

Racing Editor/Michele Krcelic Regatta Schedule/Rose Roberts

The racing section of the Hobie Hotline consists of regatta news and results as
reported by the fleets. If you would like to see your fleet recognized in this section,
please submit typed, double-spaced articles and black and white glossy photos
only. Return of photo contributions cannot be guaranteed, so please submit
duplicate photos. Send all contributions to Michele Krcelic, Hobie Class Association,
P.O. Box 1008, Oceanside, California 92054.
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MAJOR EVENTS

MAJOR REGATTAS FOR 1983

September 18-24 Absolut Hobie Cat 18 U.S. National Championships H.C.A.

Corpus Christi, Texas (619) 758-9100
October 2-8 Absolut Hobie Cat 16 U.S. Open National Championships H.C.A.

St. Petersburg Beach, Florida (619) 758-9100
October 10-13 Absolut Hobie Cat 16 U.S. Womens National Championships H.CA

St. Petersburg Beach, Florida (619) 758-9100
October 16-19 USYRU Champion of Champions Regatta H.C.A.

Dana Point, California (619) 758-9100
October 31~ Absolut Hobie Cat 14 U.S. National Championships H.CA
November 5 Ventura, California (619) 758-9100

FLEET DIRECTORY

The following Fleet Location listing is based on material received as of July 18, 1983. If your fleet is active,
and is shown on the inactive or possibly inactive list, PLEASE have your Commodore or Secretary/Treasurer
send in their 1983 report to: Hobie Class Association, ¢c/0 Rose Roberts, P. O. Box 1008, Oceanside, CA
92054

+ Inactive

** Have not heard from this fleet for over a year, and will be put on the inactive list 10/1/83 if we do not receive a report.

@ Fleet was formed during the year, 1983

FLEET NO.
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FLEET DIRECTORY

REGATTA SCHEDULE
DIVISION 1
DIVISION 6
DIVISION 2
DIVISION 7
DIVISION 8
DIVISION 9
DIVISION 3

DIVISION 10

DIVISION 4 DIVISION 11

DIVISION 12

DIVISION 5
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REGATTA SCHEDULE

er Lake, TX leet #268

INTERNATIONAL

erman

DIVISION 2

Hurricane Guich
Fleet 3, Division 2
San Pedro, California

The 1983 Hurricane Gulch
Regatta is now history. The
13th annual event was at-
tended by Hobie sailors from
as far away as Arizona and
Utah. 163 boats entered the
two-day event, and an unoffi-
cial total of 125 boats com-
pleted Sunday's long race.

Waters around ‘‘The Gulch”
are known for obstacles, in-
cluding freighters and tankers.
This year, however, regatta
organizers encountered more
obstacles in the parking lot
than in the water! County
authorities, who had infor-
mally approved the regatta’'s
format, decided that Hobie
catters were monopolizing
parking facilities and obstruct-
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ing traffic flow; about 20
Hobie sailors were refused ac-
cess to the parking lot.

Fleet 3 members went to
work immediately, moving
Hobie trailers from the parking
lot to an unused portion of the
beach. Traffic lanes were
opened, cars and motor-
homes were rearranged, and
within a short time, parking
and launching activities were
permitted to continue.

Saturday's weather, over-
cast all morning, cleared to a
warm, sunny day as the races
started. “"Hurricane Gulch”
lived up to its name by provid-
ing 18 to 20 knot winds with
moderate to heavy chop.
Three chase boats were kept
busy assisting overturned and
demasted boats. From the
start boat, an unusual number
of collisions were observed.
The 16As completed four
races, one of which had to be

-
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FLEET NEWS /.S REPORTED BY THE FLEETS

voided when "B’ mark, a
newly-purchased huge orange
buoy, broke loose and drifted
approximately one mile from
its original position. A good
day’s sailing was had by all—
especially the 18Bs, who
raced Course 7 twice.

Sunday's agenda called for
one 22-mile race for all
classes. Winds were six to
eight knots as the races be-
gan, increasing to 15 to 20
knots as the day progressed.
The sail numbers were logged
at start and finish to account
for all boats. The starts were
free of general recalls and the
three hours of racing were al-
most incident-free.

One 18B sailor asked if a
lightweight crew might be
available for Sunday's race.
The lucky fellow received
dainty, petite Rich May (alias
“The Hulk'). Saturday eve-
ning a Hobie 18 drifted off the
beach and a heroic fellow
dove into the water to retrieve
it. Unfortunately, the good sa-
maritan was wearing only his
birthday suit—and on Sunday
morning, no one could recog-
nize him to thank him!

After the races, drawings
were held for numerous give-
aways, and a raffle was held
for several O'Neill wet suits
and a new sailboard, courtesy
of Hobie Newport and Bic.
Trophy presentations followed
and, as usual, Fleet 3 mem-
bers received their share of
awards.

DIVISION 9

Bogue Blowout
Points Regatta
Fleet 100, Division 9
April 2-3, 1983

by: Jim Gregory

The Bogue Blowout Points
Regatta, held in Bogue
Sound, just southwest of an
area of the world known as
the Graveyard of the Atlantic,
earned its reputation during a
Hobie points regatta held April
2-3. Winds gusting in excess
of 35 knots provided the set-
ting for some of the most ex-
citing Hobie racing in the
world. These weather condi-
tions also sank two chase
boats that were left moored
Saturday night. A total of 45
hearty Hobies showed up at
Camp Morehead in Morehead
City, North Carolina for the
start of the two-day event.
With the water temperature
hovering at the 50° mark and
cold winds, the hot showers at
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the Camp provided welcome
relief for the weathered crews
The high winds sent Alan
Hunter of Cornelius, N.C.,
mounted on his 14 Turbo
screaming to first place in the
Turbo division. The 16Cs were
led by skipper Stephen
Roberts and crew Rob
Roberts, both of Morehead
City.

Seaborn Blair with Anna
Blair as crew led the pack to
victory in the 16B series as
the wind velocity slowly es-
calated. The 18Bs were led
by Richard Johnson of
Wilmington, N.C.

In 16A action, Jim
Humphrey and Pat O'Cain of
Columbia, S.C. blasted
through the white-knuckle
weather to top honors. Lance
Dunn and crew Karen Dunn
of Mathews, N.C. raced to
first place in 18As through
some of the roughest regatta
weather this writer has ever
witnessed. The severity of the
weather gave crews ample
opportunity to crash test their
equipment as several over-
eager participants pushed
past the edge, pitchpoled, and
performed other feats of aerial
wizardry. Although extreme
conditions prevailed through-
out the event, safety was as-
sured by no fewer than four
chase boats, strategically lo-
cated and crewed by salty
Fleet 100 personnel attired in
the latest neoprene fashions

A hearty thanks to all who
braved the weather and Satur-
day morning's hangover to
make the Bogue Blowout an
event to be remembered.

BAD WEATHER
REGATTA??!!?2?

Fleet 141, Division 9
Columbia, South Carolina
April 23-24, 1983

by: Lisa Weibel

The 1983 Pam Walker
Memorial Regatta was held
April 23-24 on Lake Murray,
in Columbia. Weather report:
tornado warnings, thunder
storms and heavy rain.
Sounds bad? It must have to
most Division 9 racers, as we
only had 60 boats register. To
those who did not come, you
missed a great regatta! The
winds blew a steady 15 with
gusts up to 20 (good double
trapping weather!!). The race
committee did an excellent
job of setting the courses and
the crash boats were kept
busy due to the wind and still-
chilly water.

Dinner was served on Sat-
urday night with the main
course being Boston Butt (in
sailor’'s terms, “‘barbecue
pork’'). There was plenty of
food for the hungry sailor; in
fact, there was so much food
that we served lunch on
Sunday! We also had no
difficulty in supplying beer on
or off the water. We had a
beer boat on the course for
those who needed something
to get them through the rain
We also supplied soft drinks
for the non-beer drinkers. It
was a big success—other
regattas may want to consider
this as an option.

Our thanks to our sponsors:
Valk Sailboats, Yesterday's
Restaurant, Budweiser of Co-
lumbia, to the Columbia Sail-
ing Club for the use of the
facilities, and a special thanks
to the people from USCO who
donated their time and hard
work to the barbecue. We
hope to see all of you again
next year—and remember—
the next time you get a bad
weather report for the Colum-
bia Regatta—Dbetter think twice
about missing it!!

DIVISION 11

Rehoboth Bay
Regatta

Fleet 271, Division 11
Rusty Rudder Restaurant
Dewey Beach, Delaware
May 14-15, 1983

The second points regatta
for the Division 11 spring sea-
son was blessed with excel-
lent weather. Along with the
good weather, 80 Hobies
turned out for the Rehoboth
Bay Regatta, held at
Ruddertown in Dewey Beach,
Delaware. Skippers from
Virginia, Maryland, Delaware,
New Jersey and Pennsylvania
traveled the distance to attend
Fleet 271's fourth annual
regatta.

Saturday's racing had
medium winds with a little
trapeze work. John Flanagan,
with his daughter Betsy, domi-
nated the 16 A fleet with two
firsts and a third. Sunday was
a real Hobie Day, blowing
about 18 knots. John had two
more good races—two
seconds. He had the Regatta
won in four races. Second
place overall went to Bill and
Jean Pagels, Fleet 271 mem-
bers. Only one point behind,
in third place, was Turner and
Cathy Whitted. Bob and Lynn
Dees placed fourth and Wally

Myers and Todd Scarborough
were fifth.

Ray and Sandy Gauthier led
the 18 Fleet with a total of
three points for the four races.
The 16 B Fleet was a close
contest. Only 6% points sepa-
rated the first five places.
Winners were Will and Liz
McCarvill, Fleet 271 members;
second, Bill Hanna and Julie
Flanigan. In third place was
Jim and Lorna Dagostino,
fourth place went to Ben and
Jeanne Ackerman, and fifth
place was awarded to Paul
Christ with Susan Hopt.

16 C Fleet was dominated
by Bob Hamilton and Joe
Behm, with a total of 4
points. Second, Bill Creadon
and Cindy Spies; third, David
Sanner and Ross Inden;
fourth, Adrienne and B.
DeFieria and fifth, Matt
McCool and Terri Flatley.

The 14 Fleet was won by
Del Cummings and Turbo 14
by Bob Banbury. Banbury
was a 16 A skipper who was
having trouble getting a crew.
It looks like he adapted to the
Turbo very well!

Fleet 271 would like to
thank the Rusty Rudder Res-
taurant for being our host for
the past three years and
providing the dinner Saturday
night. The Committee Boat
was provided by Dick and
Chris Parsons, from Dover,
Delaware. This is the second
year they have volunteered for
the job and we are very
grateful.

The trophies for all of the
Rehoboth Regattas have been
donated by Fairweather
Marine, our Northern Dela-
ware Hobie dealer. Tom Hagy,
co-owner of Fairweather, did
an excellent job of setting the
courses for the weekend.

DIVISION 15

Pensacola Points
Fleet 35, Division 15
Pensacola, Florida
June 4-5, 1983

All winter, Division 15 sailors
huddled around our nice
warm Gulf and shook our
heads sadly at those ignorant
people who voluntarily live up
north where the blizzards
roam and the cats’ whiskers
freeze. But now it's our turn.
Of nine points regattas this
spring (including Midwinters
East), we've gotten off five
races in only three. We've
been blown out, rained out
and even flooded out.
Discouraging!




But we try hard! When
boats began to pull in for the
13th Annual Pensacola Points
Regatta, the forecast was for
a typical summer day—warm,
sunny, possible afternoon
thundershowers. The Schlitz
truck pulled in early and freed
the mighty Bull to snort and
paw up the beach. The Bull
was a real comfort to some
people when we got the news
that two chase boats had died
overnight and the marks
couldn't be set. But even-
tually, the third power boat ar-
rived, the marks were set and
over 50 boats were off and
trapping in a nice breeze.
During lunch a big cloud
mass gathered over the Gulf,
the wind began to drop, and
after a slow second race we
called it a day—the sails were
down by the time the rain hit.

Sunday morning the fore-
cast was the same, but things
moved faster. The chase boat
died immediately. While our
fleet surgeon, regatta chair-
man John Emlet, labored
mightily to get its heart started
again, the bullfighters gath-
ered around. Jack Salmon
made a few passes at the Bull
and then took off on his 16 to
start setting the marks, just to
help speed things up. Halfway
across the bay a rain squall
hit, followed by a string of its
big brothers, and the world
disappeared as Salmon took
refuge under the mark on a
friendly—but distant—lee
shore. Everybody else got to
watch the Bullfights and hide
in their cars while he sat and
dripped.

DIVISION 16

For additional information
on Division 16 races and

joining a fleet contact
Division Chairman, Chad
Klarr: 814/454-2828.

Ninth Annual
Couchi-Cat Regatta
Fleet 150, Division 16
Orilla, Ontario, Canada
June 11-12, 1983

by: Helen Parnham

The Ninth Annual Couchi-
Cat was a success with atten-
dance increasing once more
to a total of 57 boats with 18B
and 16C fleets being intro-
duced this year.

As usual, the Couchi-Cat
weekend was scheduled to
coincide with the change from
spring to summer weather. It
was unusual for mid-June in
our part of the country, but
we experienced beautiful,
sunny, hot weather which was
great for camping but pro-
vided light winds for racing.
However, we got in four
races over the two days and
wrapped up the presentations
around 4 p.m. Sunday.

Fleet 150 is proud to offer
handcrafted trophies unique
to the Couchi-Cat. Fleet mem-
ber Terry Pringle did a great
job of designing and making
this year's trophies. They
were free-standing oak sail-
shape forms with the Hobie
insignia burned on the face
and event name burned down
the thickness of the leech
edge. Winners of the trophies
(and all other standings) are
listed in the regatta results.

The fleet had the distinct
honor and pleasure of hosting
Miles Wood of Hobie Cat, a
familiar name to any Hotline
reader. Miles was the instruc-
tor for the Ontario Hobie Cat
Association’s annual race

training week held the five
days prior to the Couchi-Cat
at the Ontario Sailing Centre
on Lake Couchiching.

| asked Gerry how he en-
joyed crewing for Miles. He
replied, *‘No question, he's a
super guy to crew for. No
shouting at the crew, ha, ha!!
I'd crew anytime he'd have
me ... helovestowin ...
which we all do, | guess.”

Gerry went on to say,
“Miles certainly lent credibility
to his seminar week, both with
his own sailing performance
and his students’ sailing abii-
ities and standings in the
Couchi-Cat. He was looking
for that. He told me there
wasn't a single person who
hadn’t improved in the train-
ing week and he was really
watching their race standings
and checking their boat tun-
ing. Overall, he was happy
with what he saw.”

Miles, thanks again for
staying—and you're invited
back to Canada anytime!!

And all of you are welcome
back next year to the Couchi-
Cat. We're hoping to make
our Tenth Anniversary better
than ever!

INTERNATIONAL

The Kent Regatta
Fleet 179, Hong Kong
June, 1983

A glorious day dawned, and
our sponsors, Kent, kindly
provided us with new beach
umbrellas to protect those
bleached by the long winter.
Ten cases of donated Carls-
berg also arrived, generating
wistful glances in the heat,
even at 9 a.m.

The weather encouraged a

good turnout, made more im-
pressive by the disappearance
of the beach under the influ-
ence of an eclipse spring tide.
The Hobie 18 fleet was half its
normal size as the exodus to
the World's had already begun.

A gentle southwesterly
provided reasonably steady
winds, but still with shifts and
holes to catch the unwary.
However, it was a pleasant
change to start from the
beach again, giving a good
view for the spectators and al-
lowing John Amoore, our rac-
ing officer, the opportunity to
run short races back-to-back.

Ashton and Peddie domi-
nated the 16 A fleet and were
tied at the beginning of the
last race with two firsts, a sec-
ond and third each. With only
their concern to beach each
other in Race 5, John Amoore
was able to slip into the lead,
and capture third place
overall.

In the 16 B fleet, Mike Hill
and Leone swept the board
with a1, 2, 3, 6, O0OD. Hill
was heard to complain that on
this, the first time he had won
an event, the Club decided
not to award engraved tro-
phies. Peter and Muriel Huang
were not far behind with a
1,2,3,6,8. (Peter has volun-
teered to be OOD next regatta
as a consequence!!) John
Leckenby was third overall,
less than four points behind
the Huangs. Newcomers to
the 18 fleet, the Wilsons won
four of the five races . .. Ray
Walker will have to look to his
laurels.

A selection of sailing knives,
spikes, deshacklers, and use-
ful go-fast items were happily
received by the winners.
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Fleet 42 presents PEEE I R SRS R
The Premier Turbo Regatta!

Registration: November 10 & 11

[ Freebies: $30 entry fee includes long-sleeved
e lrst T-shirt, beer, soft drinks, awards
dinner and trophies.
Location: Bay Harbor Inn

7700 Courtney Campbell Causeway
as ern ohJe Tampa, FL 33607

(813) 885-2541

° $58/per night (special regatta rate)
Deposit must be received 30 days
O le ur 0 prior to Regatta.

Rentals: New Hobie 14 Turbos-Limited
@ @ availability.
| :ham lonshl WednesdaySunday:  $ 7500
Sunday-Sunday: $125.00
Two weight classes: 150 pounds/
é?S pounds
Minimum five boat class limit)
November 11, 12 & 13,1983 . Bt e T
3 ponsored by: Hobie Fleet 42 and Tampa Sailcraft
Tampa, Flonda Further Information:
Regatta: Travel:
Chuck Hollweg Mary Ann Hicks
Tampa Sailcraft Cypress Travel Center
3808 W. Linebaugh 10006 N. Dale Mabry

(813)962-4092 (813) 963-5566
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HOYS SAIL AWAY

e

98" Long x 21" Wide x 12" Deep

HOYS SAIL AWAY

Phone: 1-800-647-5552 Toll Free

601-335-1800 Miss. Res.

HANG-it IN THERE

Provides clip-on storage for 4. 5.0r 6 inch ports.... nothing hangs
Jrom cover. Install a HANG-it IN THERE in each port for maxi
mum convenience...does not preclude the use of a bag in the
same port.
CM 7729 HANG-ZLINTHERE .......cccoceneennnnnnns 6.95
LI'L SISTER CLIPS with H-18 halyard line

Our answer to “what to do with all that jib halyard.” LI'L
SISTER CLIPS speeds the untie (and retie) of your Hobie- 18 jib
halyard and thus minimizes sail snapping while you cleat up
for the Hobie Life.

LI'L SISTER CLIPS come with both segments of the halyard line
attached
CM 7732

See your Dealer. Murray's. Sailing Systems. or
send check or M.O. to Coffey Marine. 320 E. Walnut.
El Segundo. CA 90245. Phone (213) 640-8838.
Please send for free brochure. CA residents add 6% sales tax.

SHAMROCK DIAMOND
CHEMICAL CORPORATION

CAT LUBFE

A SPECIALIZED LUBRICANT FOR
ALL PERFORMANCE CATAMARANS

SAILS: Lubricating the
leading edge of the
sail just prior to rais-
ing will reduce friction
and also the stretching
of halyard and sail.
HARDWARE: Lubricate
Blocks, Cleats, Shack-
les, Gooseneck Pin,
Rudder Assembly and
Pin, Jib Track & Zip-
per, Tiller Cross Bar
Ends, Halyard Hook,
Traveler, Outhaul
Track, Mast Hinge &
Base.

REMEMBER:
Good clean lubricated
equipment will mini-
mize wear and tear
and provide you with
optimum performance.

NOW IN 8-O0Z. CAN
WITH EXTENDER TUBE

Available through:
MURRAYS MARINE WHITEHURST CAT SHOP
6389 B Rose Lane 310 New Warrington Road
Carpinteria CA 93013 Pensacola, FLA 32506
(805) 684-5446 1-800-874-5359
SAILING SYSTEMS INC. HOBIE NEWPORT
4815 Amy Drive 1700 W. Coast Hwy.
Crystal Lake ILL 60014 Newport Beach, CA 92663
(815) 455-4599 (714) 645-2062
or

CONTACT YOUR HOBIE DEALER

Sail Saver®

| /j Hobie ® Class Approved
/ E Saver
sell

14
pen €O

“Sail tape and shroud covers are
not enough. | use Sail Saver
on my battens for maximum sail protection.”

CARLTON TUCKER

2nd place ‘83 Hobie - 18 Worlds. 4 time National Runner-up
1st Place ‘83 Atlantic Coast Championship. 1st Place "83 Gulf Coast Championship

« Eliminates sail chafing from battens
« Puncture resistant to splintered and broken battens
» Does not affect sail shape or batten stiffness

Strong lightweight plastic sleeve less than
2/100 inches thick

« Full length batten coverage

« Slide on precut lenghts. Heat with hair dryer.

» Used on winning "Team USA" boat in 1982
WORRELL 1000
( Dealer Inquiries Invited)

EASTERN SAIL PRODUCTS
P.0.BOX 34449  RICHMOND, VA 23234

HC-14 —5batten [J .... 51495 HE-16 main B woes csiicicss $26.95
HC-14 — 6 batten (] $18.75 HC-16jib OJ ..... sy TR
[y, ] | Jf I e 29.95 Virginia residents add 4% sales tax
Name

Address s = £

City State Zip
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“BOATSPEED” REWRITTEN!

includes

the 18’

Book | Boatspeed for B-FLEET
Book Il Tactics... for A-FLEET

Each book ($16) available at your dealer or

BATJAK GRIGOR BOOKS
Box 12191 ! Box 140, St. Kilda
Lake Park, Fla. 33410; Victoria, Aus. 3182

COAST CAT. PTY. LTD.
143 Upper Harrington
Capetown 800), So. Africa

THE SAIL
STORAGE
SYSTEM

AT LAST

The Groove Tube Advantages:

Reasonable price $125.00 + freight & tax
Strong one piece PVC construction
Lightweight 30 Ibs.

Keeps sails cleaner & drier

Grooves allow sails to ventilate

above sand, dirt and water

® All mounting hardware included
For ordering or information contact:
—_Sbutl: South Bay Sails
A \Y 6725 Lakeshore Road

Clay, New York 13041
Phone: 315-699-7985

%smas

\_ P

READER'S
FORUM

Cartopping Hobies

A Hotline reader in the July/August issue asks for car-top
info.

I've never understood why cartopping Hobies hasn't
caught on. My rack, bought from Coast Catamaran in
March '72 has carried my old 14 to a great many District 10
regattas, plus the 1975 14 Nationals at Sleeping Bear Bay
(in those days we brought our own boats.) The relative ease
of travel when not dragging a trailer is the big attraction.

How to raise and lower a Hobie may well be what daunts
would-be cartoppers. | have always been able to do this
single-handed, by attaching temporary brackets with rubber
rollers on Hobie fore and aft crossmembers, using the mast
as a ramp, then using winch or tackle to raise/lower.

I think the full potential for cartopping has never been
shown in a complete and logical way so that a comprehen-
sive comparison to trailering could be made by Hobie
owners.

The key to a “‘go’" decision depends on the ability of a
vehicle to carry a top rack. Murray's # 131801, with some
added mast support V's midwidth on both sections, can be
used as-is or with some practical, affordable modifications.

John E. Storer, Jr.
Indianapolis, Indiana

Docking on the Rocks

| need some advice on how to park my new Hobie 14
Turbo.

The dealer forgot to tell me that Hobies should not be
moored all sailing season, and since my 100’ of shoreline
on Lake Pawtuckaway, New Hampshire, is really rocky, |
cannot pull it up on anything resembling sand.

Does anyone have any ideas or rough sketches of a dock
or some contraption which would allow a lone sailor to
drydock the Hobie at the end of a beautiful weekend?

George Jones
Merrimack, New Hampshire

Stop and Read Before You Glue!

I don’t have any Chinese proverbs for the article of lan
Bashford’s on tuning the Hobie 14. It was very good and
informative. Nor do | have any specific advice for Bill Wood
of Reno, Nevada, who suggested using aluminum sheets to
reduce casting-to-pylon slop. But | have been working with
these twin-pontoon boats for quite a long time, and would
like to offer some information for consideration before one
takes the pontoons off and gums up the casting perma-
nently with glue.

As a deck-legged catamaran gets older, the racking of
sailing in chop tends to “‘egg’ the casting fits, and the boat
feels more and more like a bamboo bomber. The problem
with shimming as Bill Wood recommends is that it doesn't
decrease the ‘‘casting-to-extrusion-clearance' uniformly. In
fact, it tends to egg or elongate the corner casting holes
more. When the range of flexibility is exceeded in that hole,
the casting will crack. Gluing will take up the casting slop as
required, but there are a couple of problems to provide for
in the process or an owner can end up with a permanently
whacked-out boat.

Hobies, being asymmetric, have skegline toe-in. Measure
the distance between the bows, 12’ down the stem from
the lip of the rail. Now measure the distance between the
sterns from the lip of the rail. Now measure the distance
between the sterns, center of the skeg-line below the hull

Continued on page 73



block enables you

to trim or release sheets
from any of these
positions £K) on your boat.

Our unique, patented blocks are self- —
holding . . . a cleating mechanism is built (-
right into the block. No camcleat/fairlead
to foul or hold onto your sheets with a
death grip. . . just quick sheet release
& efficient control when you need it,
where you need it.

INTERLOCK MAST WITH

i HOBIE ® MAST-CADDIE®

The MAST-CADDIE is a valuable and efficient CARRIER SYSTEM
that takes the guess work out of transporting and/ or storing your mast.

+ No modifications or fittings attached
to your cat

Light weight and impervious to the
elements

On and off instantly
Interchangeable between 18, 16 & 14
Main unit is injection-molded
polypropolene

NOTE: Safety tie down not furnished.
but recommended

ONE YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY
Purchaser may obtain a refund within
15 days of purchase and replacement of
any defective part for one year.

334 00 Hocliwest . -/gual}c

315 LAH ,iH F)\RMKNL,—(‘\“ MI 48010

SEE YOUR LOCAL DEALER or order direct:

Type 76M
DIr. inquiries invited

Type 76HC - pair of Ochsen Blocks, slides, spnng\ & shackles

| OCHSEN

P.O. Box 231 « New Castle NH 03854 . (603) 431-8778

hozé.-ng BLOCKS J A

$217.50
$105.00
MC/VISA cards accptd

sel

Hob: 4
3 Other Can

CO.D. (US. Only SHIPPED IN USA VIA UPS. PREPAID (no P.O. Box No's please)
Check ! nc
) Master
Visa .n Name 2
st Address . i .
mation
Mast-Caddie $34.00 Each (\”" — State _ VA | A
Check type of Cat Niiber .
Fxpiration Date

U.S. Patent Pending Reg.U.S.Pat. Off.

Perfect trophies or souvenirs. Crystal
clear mugs with beautiful deep etching are
just $48 per dozen, minimum order 3 dz.

We have all the trophies you'll be proud
to present. Call for details and our color

catalog. 800-343-0710

In Mass. call 61

NMartingale

TROPHIES YOU'LL BE PROUD TO PRESENT
2 Central St, Marblehead, MA01945

631-

Chva 2GRt

14Kt Solid Gold Custom-Made Jewelry

1 i 1 0 1 1 ] |
CUSTOM DESIGNERS, P.O. Box 400,

Lyford, Texas 78569
(512) 347-5134
* clockwise from left

Please send me

HC catamaran with small H
on sail 1%"

HC with catamaran %"

HC Heavy 3-dimensional
(large) catamaran 1%"

HC Heavy 3-dimensional
(small) catamaran %"’

Plus 5% Sales Tax .
0 Total Cost 9

Price Quantity

$ 8595
$ 69.50
$175.00

$ 9550

Plus $3.00 for insurance, postage and handling

We accept money order, check, Master Charge, Visa
card (include card number and expiration date.)
*We specialize in custom made 14kt
jewelry. If interested, send sketch or

description!
Full refund if not completely satisfied!

The Hobie
Leapel pin

OK Hobie lovers. Let's unite. The finest sail boats in the
world are now being offered in an exact metal replica pin
cast plated in gold and in full color. Each shows the major
details of the boat right down to the mast. Wear on your
shirt, parka, hat or create your own spot. e Original Colors
o Actual Size 17, Makes a Great Gift

DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOME

Dear G&R, my local Hobie dealer does not yet carry
your fine line of replica Hobie pins. Therefore, please
send me the following

HOBIE 14 ] HOBIE 16 [J
CJ9* EA [ 2 for 16°®

HOBIE 18]
3 for 25%

SPECIAL OFFER: Buy 3 and 4th is FREE

(All pins add 65¢ postage & handling)

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
VISA, MASTERCARD, AMERICAN EXPRESS :
|
|
|
|
I
|
I

Cardno. ___ Exp.date_______
Name —
Address

City State Zip

G&R MARKETING INC. P.0. BOX 1368 BELLFLOWER, CA 90706
(213) 860-5000
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Letters

Continued from page 11

two boatlengths, and before they have
started, two boats may be overlapped
with each other no matter how far apart
they are. The only such limitations on
the existence of an overlap are spelled
out in Rule 38.3, which is appropriately
entitled “Overlap Limitations.” It says,
"“For the purpose of Rule 38 only: An
overlap does not exist unless the yachts
are clearly within two overall lengths of
the longer yacht.”

5. Finally, it seems that most of the
rules that deal with starting can be more
easily understood if one also under-
stands the definition of what “'starting™
actually is. How about including appro-
priate definitions from Part | of the
rulebook in future rules articles, es-
pecially ones intended for novices? In
this case: “'Starting—A yacht starts
when, after fulfilling her penalty obliga-
tions, if any, under Rule 51.1(c), (Sailing

the Course), and after her starting sig-
nal, any part of her hull, crew or equip-
ment first crosses the starting line in the

direction of the course to the first mark.”

Obviously, some of the points I've
made here are picky and don't come up
very often, especially for beginning
racers. But | figure that we may as well
learn the rules right when we first learn
them, and then things will be much
easier later on. Keep the rules explana-
tions coming!

David Dellenbaugh
Fairfield, Connecticut

I must admit that David Dellenbaugh is
100 percent correct on all the points he
raised. Actually, | purposely planted all
those errors in the article and planned a
secret contest, the winner being anyone
who figured out the errors. Dave won.
He and a companion of his choice will
be treated to an all-expense paid after-
noon in beautiful Bridgeport, Connecti-
cut. They will dine at the world famous

Kate's-by-the-Interstate. Kate's steak au
grease is listed in the Michelin Guide
under "'4-ply.” After a delightful repast at
Kate's, Dave and his companion will
luxuriate in a horse and carriage ride
around the STOP and SHOP parking lot.
Mel Furd is looking for all the parts to
the horse suit now. | guess / get to play
the back end. Nice job Dave.

Joe Flaherty

Happy Hobie Family

We recently purchased a Hobie 16
and our entire family loves it! We also
thoroughly enjoy the Hotline. As a new
sailor, | enjoy the tips on rigging and
tactics, and my daughter loves the
pictures.

Keep up the good work!

Mike Perez
Sylmar, California

o\ S n"— “to changg ..
Dealer Inquiries invited.

415) 536-1500

TURN ON THE ADRENALIN!
 JOINTHE MANTA FLEET,

Call or write today for FREE Brochure:

MANTA PRODUCTS, INC.
1647 E. 14th St #D Oakland, CA 94 oA-

THE EASIEST RIGHTING SYSTEM YET

No blocks or shackles
® Excellent trapeze stabilizer

$34.95

Add $3.00 postage and handling

®  Thick 1/2" line stretches out for instant use
® Internal shock cord recoils automatically

JTRETCHRITE

® One piece system installs in less than 2 minutes -

WINDJAMMERS WEST
1521 N. JANTZEN AVE
PORTLAND, OREGON 97217
(503) 289-9011

Official Righting System for the Worrell 1000
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HOTLINE oo -

Hobie sailors: You can count on finding copies of the latest Hot Line at the Hobie dealers listed below.

Hobie dealers: Get the Hot Line into your store today! It's a sure way to increase store traffic and other
sales. Call Bonnie Hepburn at (619) 758-9100 x 263 for details, or write to the Hot Line Circulation
Department, P.O. Box 1008, Oceanside, CA 92054.

ALASKA

Agqua Sport
Anchorage

ALABAMA

Patton’s Boat Afloat
Foirhope

ARIZONA

Hobie HouseMArizona
Phoenix

AUSTRALIA

Coast Cat Australia
Erina

BRAZIL
Coast Catamaran Broxil
Soo Pavlo

CALIFORNIA
Gold Country Cat House
Auvburn
Sailboats of Bokersfield
Bakersfield
Hobie Sports Center
Dona Point
Sailing Center
Fresno
Clcuss Enterprises
Homewood
Regatta Sailboats
Long Beach
Steve Curran Yachts
Maring Del Rey
Sun Sails
Modesto
Windy Sails
Mission Hills
Monronico
Hobie Newport
Newport Beoch
Empire Sciling
Marin
Oakland
Hobie Sport Center
San Diego
Inland Hoble
Rancho Cordova
Hobie Riverside
Riverside
Wind & Sea Sports
San Diego
Sailboats South
San Jose
O'Neill's Yacht Center
Sonto Cruz
Highland Enterprises
South Loke Tahoe
Bay Winds Sailboat Co.
Vollejo

CANADA

Sunburst Soilcraft
Edmonton, Alberto

Windsurfing Alberta
Calgary, Alberta

Vancouver Island Marine
Vancouver, B.C.

Southwest Sails
Chatham, Ontorio

Olympic Ski & Sail
Ottawa, Ontario

Jack Boker Marine
Mississoguo, Ontario

Pringle’s Marine Limited
Orillio, Ontario

Sailcraft of Canada
Kirkland, Quebec

COLORADO

Rocky Mountain Marine
Denver

Chinook Sailboat
Pueblo

CONNECTICUT
Candlewood East Sailing Center
Brookfield
Hobie Cat East
East Lyme
Pedal & Sail
Madison
New England Sails
Warehouse Point

DELAWARE

Fairweather Marine Center
Bear

FLORIDA
Cycle Marine
Brodenton
Sailaway
Coral Gables
Aloha Marine
Daytono Beach
Port Tack Sailboats
Ft. Lovderdale
Sailaway
Fort Meyers
Playground Sails
Ft. Wolton Beach
Sail Shop
Gainesville
Sailboat Supply
Jacksonville
Ocean Connection
Jonsen Beach
Tropical Sailboats
Key West
Action Sail & Sports Center
Melbourne
Hagood Brothers
Orlando
The Weathermark
Palm Harbor
Sandpiper Marine
Panama City
Pensacolo Sailing Center
Pensacola
Mariner Marine
Riviero Beach
Adventure Yachts
Seminole
G and R Scilboats
South Noples
The Cycle Shop
Tollohassee
Tampa Sailcraft
Tampa

FRANCE
Coast Catamaran France
Hyeres

GEORGIA

Dunbar Sails
$t. Simons Island

Sailing, Inc.
Smyrna

HAWAII

Valley Isles Marine Center
Kahulvi

Froome's Sailing Co.
Kailua

ILLINOIS

Southern lllinois Hobie
Carbondale

Thede Marine ¢
Downers Grove

Saif Loft
Fox Lake

Adventure Sports
Rockford

Homm's Holiday Harbor
Rome

Springfield Sailing Center
Speingfield

INDIANA

Pine Mountain
Evonsville

Doyne's Marine Service
Portage

That Sailboat Place
Southbend
Syracuse

Sailboats Inc.
Westfield

IOWA

Chalet Companies
Des Moines

KANSAS

€ & H Sailcroft
Chanute

Midwest Yocht Corp.
Olathe

American Inland Yachts
Wichito

KENTUCKY

Louisville Sailboat Sales

Lowisville

LOUISIANA

Flying Cats
Baton Rouge

Pack and Poddie
Lofoyette

Allen Heath Yacht Sales
Lake Charles

Cooks S&L Marine
Sheeveport

MAINE

Sebago Hobie
North Windhom

MARYLAND

Maryland Marino
Middle River

MICHIGAN

The Weathermark
Boy City

Wolf's Annex
Banton Horbor

Sail Place
Cedoar Springs

Grand Pointe Marina
Dimordole

Summit Haus of Michigan
Jackson

Sailboats, Inc.
Mt. Clemens

Bloomfield Beach & Boat
Pontiac

Salty Dog Marine
Whitmore Loke

MISSISSIPPI
The Cat House
Jackson
Pleasure Boating Industry
Ocean Springs
MISSOURI
Soiling The Wind
Springfield
MONTANA
Quiet World
Kalispell

NEBRASKA
Sail Loft
Omoha

NEVADA

Sail & Sport
Boulder City

Reno Hobie
Reno

NEW HAMPSHIRE

Wilderness Outfitters
Milford

New Hampshire Hobie Cat
Seabrook

NEW JERSEY
Cranford Boat and Cance
Cronford
Southwinds
Hewitt
Hockenjos Boat Company
Loke Hopatchong
Bayview Morina
Ocean City

NEW MEXICO
Sailing Center
Albuquerque

NEW YORK

Jafco Marina
Buffalo

South Bay Sails
Cloy

Northway Marine Division
Clifton Park

Finger Lakes Hobie
Dundee

Bellpat Marine
East Potchogue

The Boat Store New York
Mossapequa

Shumay
Rochester

NEW ZEALAND

Performance Sailcraft
Tokopurna

NORTH CAROLINA

Skyland Sailcraft
Arden

Marsh's Surf-N-Sea
Atlantic Beach
Greenville

Sailor's Haven
High Point

Bayside Water Sports
Nogshead

Carolina Outdoor Sports
Raleigh

Ships Store North Carolina
Wilmington

NORTH DAKOTA

Scheels Sporting Goods
Farge

OHIO

Sailing Spirit
Akron

Strictly Sail
Cincinnati

Columbus Sailing Center
Deloware

Sailboat Sales Toledo
Toledo

OKLAHOMA
Norris Marine
Norman
Applegate Cove Marina

Sallisaw

Tulsa Soilecroft e

OREGON
Windjommers West
Portland

PENNSYLVANIA

4.G. HartmonsWindpower
Adomstown

Pier West
Erie

Rollier Hardwaore
Pittsburgh

Sailboat Headquarters
South Hompton

PUERTO RICO

Valeria Caribe Cat, Inc.
Islo Verde

PHILIPPINES

Coast CatamaranmPhilippines
Manila

RHODE ISLAND

Twin City Marine
Centrol Falls

Megrews Boats
Charleston

SOUTH AFRICA
Coat Catmaran Pty, Ltd.
Cope Town
Hobie Pretoria
Preforia
SOUTH CAROLINA

Timeout Boats
Mt. Pleasant

SPAIN
Hobie Cotamarans
Barcelona

TENNESSEE

Rooke Sails
Memphis

TEXAS

Sailboat Shop
Aushin
Son Antonio

Kyles Sailboats
Beaumont

Boat Shop
Corpus Chrish

Inland Sailboats
Dollas

Ft. Worth Soil & Marine
Ft. Worth

Gulf Coast Sailboats
Houston

Woody's Paddles "N Sails
Lubbock

Trodewind
Waco

Canoe & Trail Outfitters
Wichito Folls

Simpson's Sailboat Shop
Whitehouse

UTAH

Hobie Village Sales
Ogden

VIRGINIA

Backyard Boats
Alexondrio

Trail "N Sail
Richmond

Peninsula Sailing Center
Tabb

Trafton Marine
Virginia Beoch

VERMONT

Everyman Sailboats
Malletts Bay

WASHINGTON

Hobie Sports
Kirkland

Hobie Cats N.W.
Seottle

Sports Creel
Spokone

WISCONSIN

Kinn Motors
Oconomowoc

WYOMING
Mountain Sports
Casper

Hobie Cat
Rental Operators

ALABAMA Panhandle Parasail
L.A. Outfitters Panomo City Beach

Gulf Shore Perlwinkle by the Sea
Marriott's Grand Hotel Panama City Beach

Point Clear Resort Pool Management, Inc.
CALIFORNIA Indian Rocks Beoch

California Pacific Cat Rental
Compland on the Boy
San Diego
Goleta Beach Sportfishing
and Rentals
Goleta
Mission Bay Sports Center
San Diego

CONNECTICUT
Longshore Sailing School
Wesiport

Sails Up, Inc.
Weston

DELAWARE

Slew By You
Newark

FLORIDA

Bennett's Beach Service
Panama City Beach

Bikini Beach Motel
Panoma City Beach

Blue Gulf Water Sports
Destin

Bo's Hobie Rental
Panama City Beach

Bruce’s Catamaran Rentals
Daytona Beoch

Colony Beach Service
Sarasota

Ed's Beach Service Rentals
Panama City Beach

Horizon Sails
Ft. Walton Beach

Island Boat Company
Pensacolo

Lime Tree Bay Watersports
Long Key

Marriott's Marco Beach Resort
Marco Island

Sailboat Rentals
Polm Harbor

Sail Out, Inc.
Stuort

Southern Cross Beach Service
Panama City Beach

Southern Resort Beach Service
Ft. Walton Beach

St. Joe’s Sailboat Rentals
Tollohassee

Stor Fleet
Ponama City Beach

Sun Jammers
Panama City Beach

West Coast Water Sports
Clearwater

Wind-Surfin International, Inc.
Redington Beach

GEORGIA

Barry's Beach Service
St. Simons Island

HAWAII

Moul Marrioft
Lohaina

Mavui Sailing Center
Kibei

Seabreeze Catamarans
Lohoina

South Bay Windsurfing
Kopalva

ILLINOIS

Carlyle Sail & Surf
Faieview Hoights

Sandypoint Beach, Inc.
Loke Zurrick

MASSACHUSETTS
Outermost Sailing Center
Chatham

Ridgevale Rentals
Chathom

MARYLAND
33rd Street Sailboat Rentals
Ocean City

MICHIGAN
Sondy Shores
Mears

MISSISSIPPI
Ace Charters
long Beoch
Beach View Gift
Gulfport
Biloxi Sailboat Rentals
Biloxi
SeaCat
Gulfport
Simco
Hattisburg
NORTH CAROLINA
Camp Morehead
Morehead City

NEW JERSEY
Bayview Sailboats
Oceon City
Windsurfing /Sea Isle City
Sea Isle City
NEW YORK
Hobie Cat Rentals of Lake George
Loke George
OHIO
Sailing Unlimited
Elyria
Winfield Marine
Grand River

OKLAHOMA
Applegate Marina

SOUTH CAROLINA
Smooth Sailing
Myrtle Beach
Studebaker's Hobie Rentals
Myrte Beach
TEXAS

Island Sailboat Rentals
South Podre Islond

—
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MOVING?

Let us know six weeks in advance so you
won’t miss an issue!

Attach Mailing Label Here

Send to: HOT LINE Subscriptions, P.O. Box 1008,
Oceanside, CA 92054

New
Address

Y e Sl Wy

B HELP SAVE YOUR CAT’S TAII.

WITH RUDDER
REFLECTORS
A MUST FOR TRAILERING

@ [nstalls in seconds without tools

® 27 side & 3" rear red reflectors

@ Plastic coated, durable aluminum
clamp fits all catamarans

® Optional 150 sq. in. fluorescent
orange flags

per pair

e Send: Name, address, and zip with money order or check
(add $7 Per pair for Add: $2 shipping (outside continental USA $4).
optional flags) PA residents add 6% sales tax

KW PRODUCTS ».0.50x 8268, READING, PA 19603

KOOL-RAK designed to hold the popular PLAYMATE and LITTLE PLAYMATE
beverage coolers by IGLOO

* Fits Hobie 16 418 * All stainless steel

mounting hardware
* Rubber insulators, no
metal to metal contact
* Easy on ang off

* Mounts low on center line
* Easy to use push button

lock with swing down top
* Black vinyl coated for corrosion protection

& Your IGLOO cooler is rugged high
impact plastic. A tough hide that
won't chip, rust or corrode.

3 year guarantee.

KOOL-RAK complete with (Circle one) red blue yellow

PLAYMATE cooler (holds 18cans) ........................ O 4895
KO OL RN i siascamyimiia s e w o AAO AR AW 0O 2895
LITTLE KOOL-RAK complete with (CirCle one) red blue ytllow

LITTLE PLAYMATE cooler (holds 9cans) ............. 0O ar.ss
LITTLE KOOL-RAK OAlY . .. .eveennaaaaanns 0O 2695

Add $1.50 postage (outside Mainland USA add $3.00) Calﬂorma residents
add 6% sales tax. We accept check or money orders, mastercharge and visa

CardNo. ..... Expire

Oy disagnsive g State Zip

CAT—RAK DESIGNS

19632 Sequoia St., Cerritos, CA 90701 (213)865-6871
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COMMEMORATIVE LIMITED EDITION
1983 HOBIE 16 NATIONAL
CHAMPIONSHIP BELT BUCKLE

T OrIAL
JJD\][L‘Q

-j w‘;,

The Buckle Shop is proud to present the third
edition in the Hobie 16 National Championship
belt buckle series. Only 1000 of these prestigious
buckles are being produced.

On the back there is an inscription and

each buckle is individually numbered

Buckles 1, 2, and 3 are presented to the
First, Second and Third place winners

Pleasesend 1983 Hobie 16 National Championship belt
buckle(s) @ $15.00 plus S2 OO shipping and handling
| enclose ] Che: ] Money Order

OR Please chargemy | jAmencan Exoress ]VISA [ Mastercard

NG Expire$ —

Name - -

Address S

City State Zip

Send To: The Buckle Shop - PO. Box 19239 + Portland, OR 97219

Better than booties, better than shoes! The Sailing Shoe by Deep Sea has a
durable, non-skid sole with a comfortable rubber upper shoe. The best available
for boat and board sailing at any price. Men’s sizes 5 - 12

See your local dealer or order direct:
& & & & & B B B N 0 B B B 1]

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP

O VISA OM/C O CARD # EXP.

QTy. DESCRIPTION SIZE PRICE TOTAL
B—

THE CAT HOUSE | SUBTOTAL
PO Box 14277 CA. RES. ADD 6%
San Diego. CA 92114 HANDLING 2.00
(619) 475-5752 TOTAL




Absolut Hobie 18 U.S.
National Championship

All skippers, whether prequalified or not, must pre-register
for this event. All entries should be received by September 1,
1983. If your entry is going to be late, please notify the
Hobie Class Association immediately at (619) 758-9100.

Hobie 33s Smokin’
At Mackinaw

Sitting at the dock amongst big racing machines, the
dwarfed Hobie 33s looked like toys. In a mostly upwind
race, on corrected time, three Hobie 33s finished in the top
ten—an outstanding second, third and sixth. With conditions
from storms to light airs with holes of no wind, the 33s
proved that they can sail with the big boats upwind and
downwind. The 33s were skippered by John Schuch
(second place) and his team of Michigan hotshots, Miles
Wood (third) with his team of Hobie reps, and Jack Evans
(sixth).

Reader’s Forum cContinued from page 68

plugs. The sterns are farther apart. This gives an angle of
attack to the lift of the lee hull. One will also note that
looking at the sterns from directly aft, the outside line of the
stern tips in from the skegline to the railskirt. This is nega-
tive camber, and reduces vortex flow under the hulls. The
above two factors are as they should be. The third and most
important factor is that the hulls be glued in the same plane
at the same station. If one bow is below the other, it will
plow and catch on a reach, or to weather in heavy going.
By the same token, if one hull is “‘ahead’ of the other, the
center of lateral resistance (CLR) on one tack will not match
up laterally with the CLR of the other hull or tack. If one
ever sails a racked boat, with balanced helm, you get a
windward helm on one tack and a leeward helm on the
other tack.

So if you are going to stiffen your old boat, great. But jig
both hulls level. When you assemble them with the glue, the
cross-diagonal measurement (port bow to starboard stern;
starboard bow to port stern) must be within 1/16", approxi-
mately 168" If you have a dolphin striker, back off the
tension, jig the hulls so that the bow measurement between
the hulls is at least 32" less than the stern measurement.
You can get more for heavy weather by cranking up the
dolphin striker later. Dimensions run about 78%’’ for bow,
about 82" for the stern. Jig the hulls so that the angle of the
outside sterns is at least 3° negative camber on each hull
with the boat level. If you use an epoxy glue, and that
seems best, stay out of the sun! After you dry run the jig to
make sure you can get these dimensions, and then assem-
ble with epoxy, it will take about 20 minutes to get all these
dimensions in line. If the glue dries in the meantime, and
your boat isn’t in spec, you built a whacked-out boat. If you
do as suggested, you will be able to punch the bow into the
waves, to weather, with no fear of torquing and pearling.

Over the last 15 years, I've never seen a stiffed boat
break a corner casting from being hard glued. Engineering-
wise, it is virtually impossible to egg the casting beyond the
range of flexibility. That egging of the casting hole by the
extrusion, or driving the boat too hard, is what breaks
castings.

Kim Whitney

Ft. Lauderdale, Florida

P.S. Lacing the deck snug after hard gluing also adds to
reduction of torquing in hulls.

T SN,

Subscribe Today!

Yes, | want to subscribe to the
HOTLINE. Enclosed find my check
or money order (no cash) in the
amountof $ %

Six issues (one year) for:

O $9.00 Domestic
0O $15.00 Foreign

Remit International Bank Draft or
money order (U.S. funds only)

0 New Subscription
0 Renewal. The number
on my mailing label is

Allow eight weeks for subscription to begin.

Name

Address

City, State/Province (include Zip Code or Postal Code)

Please send a gift subscription to:

Name

Address

City, State/Province (include Zip Code or Postal Code)

Gift card from:

Catch up on the latest news, order
HOTLINE back issues!

O November/December 1980 0O January/February 1982
Windshifts and the First Beat to Trailering Your Hobie
Weather 0 July/August 1982

0 January/February 1981 Tuning the Hobie 18 Part Il
Organizing a Race Clinic O September/October 1982

1 March/April 1981 Tuning the 16 Aussie Style
The Making of a Hobie Cat O March/April 1983

0J May/June 1981 Rules For the Starting Line
Tuning the Hobie 16 0 May/June 1983

0 July/August 1981 Launching Through the Surf
The Ultimate Crew O July/August 1983

O November/December 1981 Tacking From the Crew's Point
Winterizing Your Hobie of View

HOTLINE SUBSCRIPTIONS BOX 1008, OCEANSIDE, CA 92054
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Each morning, regardless of the finishing time the
night before, the teams lined their boats up
between two flags on the beach for the start (top).
Photos: Terri Crary.
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¥ WELVE DAYS OF RACING
“INTHE WORRELL 1000

o grasp what this race is all
about, just imagine sailing out to
the starting line at a regatta and
seeing a card for a Course Seven
50 times around. Note that your com-
petitors are some of the best sailors in
the world. Add to that ground crews,
team managers, reporters, special
equipment, sponsors, etc. Finally, head
north and expect the same long courses
and tough competition for the next 12
days and 1,000 miles. Voila! Welcome to
the Eighth Annual Worrell 1000!

Chances are you'd rather fly to
Virginia from Florida, right? But for 11
teams from the USA, Canada, Holland,
France, and Australia, Hobie 16’s were
the way to go in this long-distance
challenge.

In Ft. Lauderdale, two days before the
race, the teams were building Worrell-
supplied, randomly assigned, boats from
scratch. The local Hobie dealer did a
booming business responding to com-
binations of the following: “‘Oh no, |
forgot the a) reefing line, b) carpet kits,
C) trapeze wires, d) anything and every-
thing.”" At the skippers’ weigh-in, Team
Australia was only four pounds over
(824 Ibs.), a figure that made them
happy when you consider that Rod
Waterhouse had lost 14 pounds and
Brett Dryland about eight in preparation
for the Worrell. Team Holland was the
heaviest; Team Sun Britches, the
lightest.

As the racing progressed from Ft.
Lauderdale, the Aussies clearly took the
lead while U.S. boats held on to second
through fifth. It's important to note that
the European teams sailed without the
benefit of previous years’ experience.
Team Holland had to carry a DNF and
DNS from the beginning after missing
the first checkpoint and the start of the
next heat. Team France, however, faced
perhaps the greatest difficulties of all:
They had one day's notice on their invi-
tation to sail, completed the entire race
without charts, and missed every word
of instruction as its members spoke only
French.

THE NEW FORMAT

This year’'s Worrell 1000 had a new
format that required the boats to stop
overnight at each checkpoint and start
together from the beach the next morn-
ing. They were to be lined up from north

| $5 8

to south in the order in which they fin-
ished the day before. Each of the 12
legs was scored under the low points
systems (3/4 point for first, two for
second, etc.), with no throwouts and the
last heat counting double. The teams
were reduced from three to two
members.

At the beginning, most of the veteran
Worrell sailors rebelled against this new
format. They wanted the previous con-
tinuity, including the demand of sailing
around the clock, making only brief pit
stops. Most felt that the race would take
too long.

By the half-way point, however, many
realized that the new format was far
from easy. Everyone agreed that it was
more mentally demanding this year be-
cause the competition was so close that
all had to stay constantly alert to cover-
ing tactics. Tacking duels could last for
hours. Everyone also enjoyed the op-
portunity to socialize each evening with
the other sailors. Dave Sloan put it this
way: “Now you don’t have to wait until
the finish to pour beer all over your
competitors.”

by Terri Crary

Australian Rod Waterhouse, three-time
veteran of the Worrell 1000 and two-time
winner concentrates on the race (top).
Photo: Terri Crary.
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The Teams

T THE BEGINNING, MOST OF THE
VETERAN WORRELL SAILORS
REBELLED AGAINST THE NEW
FORMAT. THEY WANTED THE
PREVIOUS CONTINUITY OF
SAILING AROUND THE CLOCK.

Australia: Brett Dryland, skipper and two-time World Champion, and Rod Waterhouse,

top Hobie sailor. Sponsored by Foster's, Quantas, and Aristocrat.

Rudee’s Restaurant: Deane Froome, 1976 Hobie 16 World Champion, 1977 Hobie 14
World Champion, and 1979 Hobie 18 National Champion, and John Driscoll, super
crew. The Movie Stars; have sailed in the Worrell four years.

Boss Cruisers: Carlton Tucker, defending member of first place Team USA in '82, and
Mike Furukawa (Hawaii). Carlton has sailed in the Worrell four years in a row.
Virginia Beach: Ron Anthony, the ultimate Worrell veteran with seven years and overall
finishes from first through sixth, and Dave Sloan (four years), took fifth in '82 Hobie
16 Nationals.

Sun Britches: David Rodgers, second at Hobie 18 Nationals in '82, third at 18 Worlds
in '83, and Tom Whitehurst, member of 470 Olympic Team in '76, and second place
Worrell team in '82.

France: Bernard Massaferro, ground crew who took over for Lue Regnier due to
injury, and Dede Ghielmetti, '82 Hobie 18 European Champion.

Canada: Mike Karassowitsch, second in '82 Canadian Hobie 16 Nationals, sailed 14s
since he was 14, and Borre Reksten, who sailed five years through the Greek
Islands.

Holland: Tony Van Oeveren, World and European Champion 470s and Sea Moons,
member of Olympic 470 Team, and Jan Lange, '79 Hobie 16 European Champion
and twice Holland Hobie 16 National Champion.

Belk: Rock Bell, two-year Worrell veteran, and Bob Goforth.

Tidewater: Jack Eure, two-year Worrell veteran and Al Etheridge

Studebaker. Greg Richardson and Bill Rogers from Myrtle Beach,

South Carolina

The winning team, Australians Rod Waterhouse and Brett
Dryland (top). Hawaiian Mike Furukawa and teamate
pull the boat up at another check point.
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THE FIRST FEW DAYS

The Aussies had double trouble at
the start and were in last place five min-
utes after the gun. In addition to having
drawn a southern starting position,
Waterhouse fell off the boat when they
launched through the surf. As the 10-12
knot southeasterly died and the wind
clocked south, out to sea was the place
to be. Team Australia and Team Sun
Britches were so far out that their final
tack into the shore took two hours, but
they finished first and second, respec-
tively, at nine o’clock that evening.

There was more light air downwind
sailing on day two. Team Virginia Beach
took first with Boss Cruisers and
Rudee's just minutes behind. As the
boats became visible on the checkpoint
horizon, the telescope at the Cocoa
Beach Holiday Inn probably got as many
quarters from ground crews as it gets
from tourists during a shuttle launch. For
ground crews, the Worrell is a lot of
work, fun, and waiting. The questions of
the day were always: ‘‘Has anyone seen
the boats?"’ and "*‘When do you think
they'll get in?"" Daily life during the
Worrell included a series of usually
rushed activities: rig the boat, stock it
with food, help push off at the start,
pack the bags, load the car, check-out,
drive, check in, unload the car, do the
laundry, grocery shop, or whatever, and
wait. We logged in our 1000 miles in
lobbies, stairways, hallways and parking
lots.

There was a big incentive to get to
Daytona Beach early the next day as the
local Hobie Fleet was hosting a party
complete with free rooms, food and
drink, and prizes for the winning team.
For the first time, the sailors had an hour
doubletrap reach as the wind picked up
to 15 knots out of the east. Team Aus-
tralia finished first, and Waterhouse said,
“We stayed in. The wind was shifty ear-
lier then ‘came on’ to 15 knots. [ think it
was boatspeed for us today as everyone
followed basically the same course.”



T LongEST LEG

The fifth leg to Tybee Island, Georgia,
was 122 miles. Last year it took 22
hours for the first boat to finish. In the
morning the sailors were computing,
“Let’s see, at 5 m.p.h., we'll be arriving
just in time to start the next heat.” This
is also the leg where the teams have to
say goodbye to the beautiful smooth
coast of Florida and prepare for cooler
weather; a rough, desolate coastline;
and shallow shoals.

Sailing under a steady northeasterly
of five to seven knots that picked up for
about six hours of double trapping be-
fore dying at nightfall, Team Australia
came in first (again!) at 12:41 a.m. after
14 hours and 40 minutes of racing.
Team Studebakers came in last after 33
hours and withdrew from the Worrell. Al-
though the first teams in were tired and
hungry, they exhibited a certain post-
midnight madness as they wandered the
hotel halls, joking from room to room.
Dinner for these sailors consisted of
whatever survival food their ground
crews could come up with in a hotel
room in the middle of the night.

SIX DAYS GONE. SIX MORE T0 GO

The teams set off the next day on
another long one; the Aussies didn't hit
the beach until 10:20 p.m. Ten minutes
later, Holland, Boss Cruisers, Virginia
Beach, and Rudee’s landed within six
minutes of each other. It had been a
long day to windward. Four teams had
been caught up in tacking duels that
lasted hours. Also making the sailing de-
manding were the shoals and strong
currents, causing waves to break on the
left and right at certain points. While
waiting for the boats to come in, Mike
Worrell said, “'I think the race has gone

pretty smoothly this year. But | tell you,
right now I'm holding my breath about
the jetty over there. I'm glad I've got
those boats insured.”

The redeeming feature of this check-
point was the terrific cookout and party
hosted by Belk's Department stores.
Among those in attendance were Hobie
Sr., his wife Kahala, and Hobie Cat Pres-
ident, Doug Campbell. The scoop was
that everyone could look forward to a
strong involvement from Hobie Cat in
the 1984 Worrell. Long after the ground
crews had eaten a delicious steak din-
ner, the sailors were treated to the same
fare around midnight. With full stomachs
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and tired minds, they turned in for the
night and dreamed of going to weather.

T HOSE AWESOME AUSSIES

“Blimey Mate, but they were bloody
fast!" Halfway, the Aussies had won five
of the six heats and overall had less
than half the total points of second
place. Dryland, 22, Chartered Accoun-
tant, and Waterhouse, 23, Safe and
Lock Sales Rep, had sailed together and
won the Worrell in 1981; they took fourth
in 1982. Their total team's competitive
spirit was serious. During the race, Team
Manager, Don Algie, could tell you ex-
actly how much time was allocated each
morning to rigging procedures and chart
review. | couldn’t believe how sparsely
the boat was rigged when | sailed with
Waterhouse in the post-Worrell races: no
jib traveller system, standard trapeze
wires, and duct tape for non-skid. In-
deed, sacrifices were made to keep
weight down. Rarely did they have more
than a couple pieces of fruit and a sin-
gle jug of water on board. In the last
heat, they forfeited wetsuits. The other
sailors also noticed that hour after hour,
day after day, Dryland never moved from
his skippering position. They analyzed it
to the point that they felt surely he must
be at least peeking out of the sides of
his sunglasses to see what was going
on. In summing up the factors contribut-
ing to his team's success, Don Algie
stated, ‘“They're top sailors in excellent
physical condition, and they're also
good friends. But most importantly, they
really, really want to win."

More rrcin

Day seven was the great downwind
day that started with a light south-
easterly but picked up to a honking 20
knots. Team Rudee's set a record for the
leg of eight hours and ten minutes. The
next leg, to Wrightsville Beach, North
Carolina finally provided a ‘‘screaming
reach’’ as the wind picked up to 20
knots for 50 miles of broad reaching.
“That's the longest drag race |'ve ever
been in," Mike Furukawa (Hawaii) com-
mented. All ten teams broke the record
for that leg. The sailors told a wealth of
humorous stories that day about life in
the fast lane on a Hobie. One topic was
eating. Some didn’t eat, while those who
tried to also didn't. David Rodgers (Flor-
ida) explained, ‘‘First | tried to get my
sandwich, and the container flew over-
board. Then my sandwich flew over-
board. Then the water jug flew over-
board. Changing into extra foul-weather
gear was a barrel of laughs, too.”

Yet another record was broken on day
ten by Team Sun Britches, which fin-
ished first in five hours and thirty
minutes. Boss, Rudee's, and Australia
finished within two minutes of each
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other. The wind forced sailors onto the
tramp, into single and double trapeze
spots, then back onto the tramp, only to
route them back onto the trap again.

THE STORM

As in years past, the sailors experi-
enced the worst conditions near Cape
Hatteras. A storm with gusts of 50
m.p.h. hit about 5:00 p.m. as the boats
neared the Ocracoke Inlet. (The four
leading teams were actually inside the
inlet by mistake and had to sail out
against 8-foot waves.) There was a mo-
ment of calm and then “‘unbelievably
loud thunder and lightning.” Team
France flipped their boat on purpose
and floated with it for 30 minutes; Teams
Tidewater and Belk went into shore;
Team Virginia Beach sailed with a tat-
tered jib; and Team Holland was rescued
by the Coast Guard when their mast
broke at dusk. "It was like, let every-
thing out. If the wind had been more
behind us, we all would have capsized,”
Carlton Tucker said. Everyone did make
it safely to shore, though, with Team
Australia leading, followed by Rudee's
and Boss Cruisers. It was the first of
Froome's flyers to pay off; Carlton said
he never even saw where he came from.

With the winds at a light eight to ten
knots, the boats took almost 11 hours to
reach Kitty Hawk the next day. While
waiting, the ground crews discovered a
band in the Holiday Inn and were danc-
ing the night away. The second of
Froome's flyers worked well, and he
won the heat, followed by Sun Britches
and Australia. Froome told the second
place finishers, 'That’s the old Worrell
nightmare: you lead the race all day and
then discover there's another boat on
the beach when you hit the checkpoint.”

Going into the last day, Team Australia
had first place pretty well locked up, but
the challenge was on for second
through fifth and sixth through tenth.
Only half a point separated second
place overall (Rudee’s) from third
(Boss). Even though it was the shortest
leg of the race, it was intense as the
competition stayed close together in the
light air. The Aussies won the heat and
won the race, while Team Virginia's sec-
ond place heat finish, under the double
scoring, enabled them to pass Team Sun
Britches and take fourth overall.
Rudee's finished third and Boss fourth
so they remained in their previous over-
all positions. Only five points separated
France and Canada for sixth and sev-
enth overall, while just one point sepa-
rated ninth place Belk from tenth place
Tidewater. In the total picture, veteran
teams with a minimum of three years
Worrell experience took the top four
places.

All ten teams, the race officials, re-
porters and sponsors well deserved the
party hosted by Rudee’s that night. It
had been a long couple of weeks, but
the camaraderie that developed on this
race made it seem like it was ending just
as the best party began. Everyone
danced until the wee hours of the
morning.

If you're thinking that the guys must
have become pretty tired of sailing,
guess again. Most of them rigged up
boats the next morning and sailed in the
Atlantic Coast Championships, even if
only for the first couple of heats. 3¢

Terri Crary crews for David Rogers in
Florida and has written several articles
on board and cat sailing.



Yes, Virginia; You can ski behind a Hobie!




Coleman. Basic backup for
the challenge ahead.

lf you approach the
outdoors head on, head for
Coleman first. Run with

the most popular canoe

on the water. Or take

on anything out there and
enjoy it more, thanks to
support equipment you
can really count on.

Like Coleman®
personal -size coolers and
jugs. Built tough. And
packed with plenty of
insulation for the best
cold-holding around.

You should have a
couple of coolers or jugs
in hand whenever you head out.

Clockwise from left: Poly-Lite® Jug,
Oscar® Roundabout.®

You know Coleman® liquid-fueled
and propane lanterns. But maybe
you've forgotten how handy they are
for extending the daylight — or
getting an extra-early morning start.

Here's something
you probably haven't
seen: the Coleman™®
Inflate-All* It's a
portable air pump

\ that plugs into your
car lighter.
Carry one along
fg” to keep a flat from
Pl ruining your weekend,
=< on the road or off. It's great

for cycles, balls and
bikes, too.

We outfit your
outdoors.

When you camp close

to the action you can
spend less time
traveling, more doing

& Backpack
Classic®
Tent

Coleman even helps you cook
out the way you want. Make a hot
breakfast in a hurry on our liquid- what you like.
fueled or propane stove. They Coleman*® sleeping
adjust from simmer to sizzle in bags and tents
a second. Go with a Coleman® make it easy.
Grill (right) when you have
more time for a meal. Or
add a Smoke Barrel™ to .
. tumn it into your own Coleman Girill

Smoker-Grill Rebate programs may be in effect in your area.

Look for details and coupons
at participating dealers.

Coleman® Fuel and Coleman*
propane for lanterns and stoves are

available virtually everywhere. .
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